








In a world lull of surprises... 



thank goodness you can count on 

Boroline 


Antiseptic Perfumed Cream 

Ideal for dry skin and minor nicks and cuts 





VOICES 



"in the Netherlands we have a 
saying: where the smoke is, is 
fire, if players, staff or owners 
no longer have confidence In 
me, I would like to know. I want 
to stay till 1993. But sometimes I 
can understand why Diego 
Maradona has had enough here 
in Italy. I am telling you now, I 
am a human being and not a 
machine.” 

RUUD GULLIT seems to have 
had enough of his tie-up with AC 
Milan. The club has recently been 
after him for his lack of form. 


"Just before the match toaH, i 
thought about die money and 
became nervous.” 

BRAD GILBERT on his first round 
match against Jonas Svenson of 
Sweden in tfw Qrcmd Slam Cup. 

"It is insulting to be ignored md 
treated as a mere atei^lng 
atone, if the idea is to mMte me 
feet InsHpiiflcant, it Is not 
working. I am not intimidated by 
Tyson or any other man.” 
STEWART, before he was 4 
knocked out 


“London is the right place to 
launch the new century from. It’s 
important for this country both 
domestically and 
internationally. For a long time 
we have lost our presence in the 
power corridors around the 
world, it Is very important, this 
country can put it’s feet very 
firmly on the platform of sport.” 

SEBASTIAN COE reasons as to 
why the Olympics 2000 should go 
to Britain. 


"Stewart is getting his best 
paynday but he knows Iw'tl fall 
fast My tradenuHli used to be 
tearing men apart frmn the 
ripening beU. I am going back to 
that, rn batter Stsvrart’s body tiil 
his hands drop." 

MIKE TYSON, days before he 
knocked out Stewart in the first 
tXHind 


























Maradona with Claudia on their wedding day: 
Being sued for siring someone else’s kid 


DIEGO SCORES 


After Maradona's blood 

f w or news from Italy! Diego Maradona does not 
I appear to be the most faithful of husbands. Why 
4 you ask? Well, it’s rather simple. Maradona has 
been ordered by the court to undergo a blood test in 
order to determine the paternity of a boy bom to 
Cristiana Sinagra, 26, a local woman who claims 
that Maradona is the father of her son. Phew! 

Maradona under Italian law can refuse to comply 
with the court’s wishes. He obviously wouldn’t want 
to endanger the sanctity of his marriage by which he 
has two daughters. Meanwhile, apart from paternity 
problems, he is locked in a new row with his club 
Napoli, whom he continues to torment. Napoli has 
sued the company managing Maradona’s contracts 
for $1 million, claiming that his highly published 
disciplinary problems have spoilt the image of the 
club. 

Diego, looking for sympathy, called the move a 
'stab in the back’. 


AL(r]i:FOR»cjiiJSE 


Saddam's a good guy 

P ARKlNSON’H'disease may have severely 
cri|q>Ied the toxer in him, but Muhammad Ali 
has not got rid of his eccentricity. 

While the whole world is up in arms against 
Saddam Hussein’s occupation of Kuwait, Ali has 
gone off on a one man campaign in defence of the 
man. He was in the news recently, making a trip to 
strife tom Iraq. The ‘Black Superman' went on 
record by giving vociferous support to Saddam’s ' 
call for an overall solution to the Middle East 
problems. He said in an interview (much to 
Saddam’s delight) that the Iraqi president’s call was 
founded on ‘justice and peace’ (irony). Ali also 
condemned the embargo against Iraq and the 
multinational troop deployment in the Gulf. 

Ali said Uiat he was in Baghdad as an ‘apostle of 
peace to mark the solidarity of Muslims in the US 
with the Iraqi people who are in the middle of a 
ferocious and aggressive campaign*. 

We don’t know whether to take it seriously or 
not. But at least Ali returned with some hostages. 


GAZZA’S YARNS 


Tracy's truths 



Id Tracy on the daf of the awards V*- 















All: propagating Muslim unity the world over 


^r&AUL GASCOIGNE 
i°^ho captured the 
M world with his 
theatrics and Tracy 
Edwards who sail^ 
around it, were recently 



crowned King and Queen 
of British sport. They 
were the direct choices of 
the Daily Express readers, 
who voted in favour of 
them. 

The contrast could 
hardly have been more 
poignant. While Gazza’s 
World Cup tears plucked 
every British heart string, 
tiny Tracy endured the 
hiry irf the oceans with 
only the stars bearing 
witness to her feat. Gazza, 
however, does not feel he 
won the award due to the 
show of emotion watched 
worldwide. *T‘ve won a 
lot of awards. But 1 don't 
think it’s because I cried 
in the World Cup.” Naah, 
tell us another one, male. 

Tracy was on the other 
hand more forthright in 
her acceptance speech; 

"It was a lifetime’s 
ambition for me and one 1 
never thought I would 
achieve. It proved that 
women can do it.” Now 
that is easier to digest. 


Lester aenda 

thepuntera 

acrambling 


PRIVATE 

EYE as 


WE LOOK ^ 
WHERE 
WE'RE NOT 
SUPPOSED TO! 



HIGH RIDERS 


Will eVon't he.^ 

M ND now good news for all you punters. You better 
O storf lining up at the betting office cos' something 
E^^good is coming your way. Rumour has it that 
legendary jockey, Lester Piggott who is just out of 
retirement (and jail) is likely to ride in the McDowell 
Indian Derby. Accomponying him will be arrother British 
great, Willie Carson. Together they should provide quite 
a treat. 

Piggott, who has been in touch with India's biggest 
torse owners in Europe—the deal is so secret thot even 
we didn't get their names—has expressed o desire to 
take part in the Derby on his way bock home from 
Singapore. Negotiations are apparently entering its last 
stages in order to make sure Piggott makes it. Should 
we tip off our income-tax outhorities? He could ride 
away with quite a packet. 










Big-time 
sponsorship 
will make 
the 

competition 
like it’s 
never been 
before 
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CRICKETS next fundamental change prcxeeding to the 

World Cup, to be from the four semi-finals. 

played in the spring previous World Cups, Of the 31 games. 20 

of 1992, has been the eight competing will be heW in 

AustraUanised. For countries will not be Australia and the rest 

the first time, divided into two in New Zealand. The 

coloured clothing and seeded groups. opening match, on 

white balls Will be Instead, each side will February 22, will 

used and five play the other seven feature the host 

matches, including once each with the nations and will be 

the final, will be leading four then 

played under 
floodlights. 

In another 



Of Money 


NiKhil BHATTACHAffYA 



I Dinner break at the SCG 
The lights come on after the 
I break. 

I 

stag^od in Auckland, 
but the venue foi- the 
final, on March 25, is 
unconfirmed 
j Melbourne and 
j Sydney are competing 
for the honour. A 
drscision will be taken 
by Uu! Australian 
Cricket Board (ACB) 
at its nit*eting in 
Febrxiary Melbourne 
is the logical choice, 
as its rebuilding work 
will Ik- complete and 
the ground's capacity 
is almost double that 
of Sydney 
England, who will 
already have 
completed a six-week 
tour of New Zealand, 
begin their Cup 




QUAUFYING MATCHES: 
Febniare: 22: New 
Zealand vAostralia 
(Auckland). 23: Pakistan v 


India (Melbourae); 
England V Sri Lanin 
(PerNi). 25: New Zealand 

V Zimbabwe (Hamilton). 
26: Australia V West 
Indies (Sydney, 
day/niglu). 28: Sri Lanka v 
Zimbabwe (New 
Plyin^).2S:West 
indies vPmisbm 
(Brisbane). Mareh: 1: 
Australia y India 
(Adelaide): New Zealend 

V England (Welline^n). 3: 
Pakistan V Sri Lamia 
(ranue to be announced). 
4; England ¥ West Indies 
(Sydney, day/idght); India 

V Zimbabwe (Nagim). 7: 
Australia y Zimbabwe 
(Hobart): West Indies y 
»i Lanka (AdeiaMo); New 
Zealand vimiia 
(Christchurch). 8: England 


y Pakistan (Melbourae). 
ID; West Indies y India 
(Wellingtonl. 11: 
Australny Pakistan 
(Perth, day/night): 
England yZimoabwe 
(CanbeiTa). 12: New 
Inaland y Sri limka 
(Dunedin). 14: England y 
India (Sydney): Pmdslan y 
Zimbabwe (to be 
announced). 15: Australia 
y Sri Laidca (Brisbane); 
New Zealand y West 
Indies (AueMand). IB: 
Australny England 
(Melbourae, day/night); 
weM Indies y Zmibabwe 
in be annooncsd); India y 
Lanka (to be 

announced): New Zealand 
V Paldstan (Christchurch). 
SEMt'FN^: March 21: 
Auckland 22: Sydney or 
Melbourne 
RNAL: Mareh 25: 
Meibourna or Sydney 
(i^/nl^). 


pi ogramme in Perth, 
yg':mist Sri Lanka, 
and only ventui-e 
outside Australia 
once, to play New 
Zealand in 
Wellington. If they 
remain in contention 
for the semi-finals, 
their last round-robin 
match, against 
Australia under the 
Melbourne lights, will 
be an immense 
attraction. 

The host nations 
have taken a 
provocative, if 
predictable, decision 
by naming Benson 
and Hedges as 
sponsor of the Cup. It 
is predictable because 
Benson and Hedges 
has sponsored 
international cricket 
in Australia for 18 
years; it is provocative 
because there is 
existing or threatened 
legislation in both 
countries to prohibit 
advertising by 
tobacco companies, 
including 
sponsorships. 

Malcolm Gray, 
chairman of the 
World Cup committee, 
conceded that New 
Zealand’s cricket 
authority still has to 
clear the matter with 
its government, but 
added; “We believe it 
is reasonable to accept 
sponsorship from any 
company producing 
something which is 
legal.” 

Prize money for the 
World Cup will total 
about £100,000. If it 
was to start 
tomorrow, Australia, 
the holders, would be 
favourites to win - 

Alan Laa, MaUNWifia nw iimm 
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QUESTIONS 

I What IS 
. common to 
Thomas Ward of 
South Africa, Roy 
Park of Australia, 
Shivlal Yadav cjf 
India. Derek Parry of 
West Indies, 
Rizwan-ui'.- Zaman of 
Pakistan and Chri.s 
Smith of Eng'land? 

2 Winch Eng'lish 
. cj-icke1er’s 
auiobiogTuphy is 
entitled “C;ric:ket 
Rebel" 

3 Which famous 
. write!’ formed a 
team called t lie 
"Allahkberiies" and 
passed the fol lowing 
comment, i-bovil his 
bowling-'’ ‘ I howl a ball 
•so slow’ that if 1 don’t 
like the looks of it, 1 
can go after it and 
retj I eve it’ 

4 The only year in 
. which \Visden’ft 
five cricketers of the 
year were membci s of 
the touring team, was 
when Sir Don 
Bradman’s unbeatable 
Australians toured 
England. Name these 
five. 

5 Which 

. Australian 
opening batsman 
with over 4000 Test 
runs to his credit hit 
the only two sixes of 
his Test career in his 
penultimate Test? 

6 Who has scored 
. the highest 
number of runs in 


RATING TEST: 


Above 14; Wish you tvere part of our Quiz team 
Between 11 and 14: You are not too bad. 

Below 11: Sporfswor/dreading recommend. 

THIS QUIZ HAS BEEN COMPILED BY; 

P.B. MOHAN, 

INDUSTBIAL ENfilNEERINS DEPARTMENT, 
TISCO, JAMSHEDPUR 

All answers are sent in by the contributor 


Tests without scoring 
a lest century? 

7 Who took the 
. famous 

photograph of the last 
ball of the first tied 


Test at Brisbane in 
19H0? 

8 What IS 

. common to Jim 
Higgs of Australia 
and Randhir Singh of 
India’’ 


ANSWERS 


1. They were all dismissed first ball on Test debut. 

2 John Snow, the English fast bowler 
3. Sir James Barrie, the author of "Peter Pan" 

4 Ray Lindwall. Bill Johnston, Arthur Morris, 
Lindsay Hassett & Don Tallon, 

5. Ian Redpath who pulled Lance Gibbs and 
Vanburn Holder for sixes in the fifth Test at 
Adelaide against the West Indies in 1975-76 This 
was his 65th Test, 

6. Chetan Chauhan, 2084 runs. 

7. Ron Lovitt. 

8. They both went through an entire (our of England 
without scoring a single first class run-Higgs in 
1975 and Randhir Singh in 1962. 

9. Doug Walters. 

10. Perev Jeeves, the butler m P.G. Wodehouse 
novels. 

11 Douglas Jardine. 

12. Hanif Mohammad, to Gjry Sobers at Kingston 
in 1957-58, the innings during which Sobers scored 
365 not out. 

13. Sam Morris, whose West Indian parents 
migrated to Tasmania during the Gold Rush. 

14. Bobby Peal the slow left arm bowler of 
Yorkshire. 

15. They have both scored centuries at Lords, in a 
Test match, in the Gentlemen Vs Players Match 
and in the University Match. 


9 Which 
. Atistralian 
batsman wrote hia 
autobiograph.v titled 
’“Looking for Huns ”? 

•4 Winch 

X VX. Warwickshi¬ 
re left ai’ra spinner 
lent his name to a 
character made 
fainoas by a cricket 
mad writer'’ 

1 -i Of w) uch 
X . famous 
English captain did 
Kenneth Gregory 
write, "He desftived. 
as an adversary, 
Adolf Hitler’"’ 


I 


12 


Wtu) i.s til'- 
only man Uj 
have Ixiwled with Imtb 
Ins left and right 
hand, in the saint' 
over m a Test riinti .tT’ 


M Who ts the 

X O . only black to 
have played Te.st 
cricket for Au.sti aha? 

•4 ^ Which 
X ^ . foi uier 
English bow’ler’s first 
class career- ended 
when he urinated on 
the pitch 1 n a drunken 
state during a. ("ounty 
match'.’ 

^ Cr What is 
X O . common to 
Martin Doiinely ol 
New Zealand and 
Percy Chapman of 
England? 


11 
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F I i‘ A iipptiiirod to pall 
hack from Iht' brink, 
aliaridonintc thoir more 
lutberoua ixiiiovaUoiis 
U' ’ make the c;amr' 
more attraetive " 

A scc()tif mip.'hi retort that if 
1 h:.'-' wei'f what they reailj’ had in 
■ rni>)(! they could hardly do tjfc'tter 
' Thao makea eieaii Kwet.jiof thf;ir 
own upper echeloiiK, in,stalliJi$j 
|v'oi,'ie who leally kiutw and t are 
■ ahoiit the t’l'ame 

I .loLui ilavelaiii^e. the efircfrii >u,s 
[ir‘ snieni has been in utficx ikwv 
i’o.-ovi r Ihyears, since he so 
f oiu'iivtirsiany unseated Sir 
Stanley lli'iiK In that tmio, the 
World (.!up has i^rowm into a 
1 il (la t ei 1 mt)!, st 11 , si u iw/mf’,' the 
I fcameat it;--- v/orst. rathei than its 
. U'st II wa.s luevitable that this 
; would hapneu suiee llavelanK-e, 




f IFA's reasoning is deeply 
suspect, for it 
presupposes that goals 
make the game. Yet we all 
know that goalless draws 
can be fascinating; that 
games with a glut of goals 
may owe them to crass 
mistakes. 
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Roger Milla: football’s Man of 
the Year? 

after his election campaign, had 
so many debts to bo called in, 
especially from Africa and Asia. 

FIKA’s plaintive bleating about 
the need for change derives 
entirely from the recent World 
Cup, and may thu.s be seen as a 
blatant piece of special pleading 
Having created the circumstances 
in which football will almost 
certainly suffer, FIFA blame the 
rule.s rather than themselves 
Since the World Cup, we have 
seen plenty of goals, all ovei' the 
glolie The Italian champion.ship, 
where defence is paramount. has 
.setm as many as seven goals in a 


1 game j 

I A 24-teani World Cup is ; 

I hopelessly clumsy and tophe;av.' : 

! necessitating an absurdly 1 

i contorted first stage, which puts a ; 

I huge emphasis on stieer survival ^ 
i By the lime those teams which | 

1 qualify come blinking into the 

i light, they tend to be very tired 
j There wei’c several cases this 
! summer in which teams were 
; obliged to labour through extra 
! time, looking positively 
I exhausted Weariness had mnoh 
i to do w ith t he dismal q ualit.y of 
j the final 

I But beyond that. FIFA's 
1 reasoning is deeply suspfiet. tor it 

1 presupposes that goals make the 

i game. Yet we all know that j 

1 goalless draws can be fascinating, j 

j that games with a glut may (-we | 

I them to cra-ss iiustake.s 
I FIFA also seem deeply 
disingenuous over * he < juest loi i ot 
complaints, of the t.hou.sands ot 
letters they allegedly rtweived i 
What if they did? Wliy should 
such a notoriously autocratic 
body suddenly lend sensitive ears 
hi the cries of t he tnan 111 1 he j 

street, or on the terraces? Wtiy i 
should FIFA, which ideally should ; 
lead rather than loiluw, now lie so ' 
influenced by the mai^yheaded? j 
Setli ng up an invest igating | 
, c-ommittee is essentially an j 

j evasion, though at least the i 

committee will tie graced by \ 

Roberto Baggio celebrates his 
goal in the World Cup. One of j 
the best goals seen in football ] 
this year i 

1 
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TIME TO B O TO THE P OLLS 


f UBB IS the season of the I 
■ polls, a lime of giving 
■ to those who, in I 

soccer, already have the most. ! 

Player of the year 1990; j 

Lothar Matthaeus, Coach of the i 
year Franz Beckenbauer. Team | 
of the year; West Germany. 

The honours automatically 
follow this summer's World 
Cup. Winner-takes-all, and 
what fool dares argue? 

Well, I’ll have a go. I pick no 
quarrel about West Germany’s 
triumph in Rome, where 
Matthaeus led vibrantly in the 
field and Beckenbauer mixed 
charm with the correct team 
selection. 

If the polls were for 
achievers, Germany 
indubitably comes out on top. 
But, old romantic that T am, I 
go for Roger Milla and the 
Cameroons. For while West 
Germany fulfilled itself as a 
European team winning in 
Europe, Milla’s merry men put 
Africa, a continent, on socojr’s 
map. 

I give you a simple test. Shut 
your eyes and think of Italia 
'90. Who springs to mind? 
Quickly now, no stopping to 
rationalise who won what. 

Which players actually gave 
the World Cup colour, surprise 
and rare abandon? 

MlUa, the 38-year-old who 
came out of retirement and 
scored like a child at play. His 
joy. his natural athletic 
movement, lus celebratory 
danc« shaped the African 
dream. 

Wherever 1 now watch 
socxjer. yoxing (and often not so 
young) goal scorers attempt to 
mimic the Milla pelric wiggle. 

At Manchester United, a 
blossoming teenager named 
Lee Sharpe netted a stunning 
hattrick, did Ins touchline 
Roger Mills and wfxs prudishly 
told to grow up and behave! 

How sad like Mutant Ninja 
I’urtles, the Milla movement is 
with us Who wants to admit 
that growing up lor growing 
old) has anything to do with 


sport? 

Don’t get me wrong, 
Matthaeus, before he tired, was 
an excellent World Cup captain, 
striking some stunning 
20-meter goals. Justifiably, 
Giovanni Trapattoni, liis coach 
at Inter Milan, brags that 
I "Lothar IS the universal player. 

! the complete modern footbailler. 

He has good technique, and the 
! character of a winner.” 

I Precisely. It is enough tliat 
I he is 1990s winner. But there 
should still be a thing that 
transcends the winning; it is 
called enjoyment. 

Milla radiates it, yet in most 
; polls Milla barely scrapes into 
I the top 10. He is down below 
I Salvatore Schillaci, who, to be 
I sure, was a pulsating goal 
scorer, a hypnotic television 
attraction, with those wild 
Sicilian eyes. 

But why place Milla below 
Jurgen Klinsmann, Roliertc* 
Baggio, Andreas Brehme, Paul 
Gascsoigne? And below Diego 
Maradona? 

Now that IS craven 
Maradona, thud in some polls, 
had a wretched World Cup. 
memorable only for his loser’s 
tears. He also, by prima donna 
truancies, has ruined Napoli's 
season. 

Maradona has been tlie most 
blessed soccer player of his 
generation and his genius may 
yet flicker again, But in 1990 
ho sourly hastened his own 
end. 

Worse, some polls placed 
Argentina’s coach, Carlos 
Bilardo, second to 
Beckenbauer What warped 
values; Argentina murdered 
fair play in Italy. Bilardo was 
the architect of the crude 
kicking and cheating that took 
the old champion sickeningly 
close to the prize again. No, 

1990 was the year Milla 
reminded us that soccer still 
has adventure beyond merely 
winning 

By ROB HUGHES 


intcrniibOfWiHthald InbunA 







•.» V 









Michel Platini, one who spoke out 
against the now discarded idiocy | 
of increasing the size of the goals. 

FIFA will now be moved to 
abandon such other fatuities as 
reducing teams to 10 men. The 
veto on passing back to the 
goalkeeper is old hat; the notion of 
making keepers part more 
quickly with the ball is nothing 
new. 

If referees came down hard on 
keepers who retain the ball for 
more than the few seconds 
allowed, new dispensations would 
hardly be needed. As for passing 
back, it is a most risky pastime 
which gives away a host of goals. I 
No one would pretend the laws 1 
of the game are perfect, least of all I 
that dealing with offside, which 
has been slightly amended this 
season, with no noticeable effect. 

But what FIFA should long ago 
have known is that the sheer face 
of profeasionalism in football will 
always tip the balance towards 
caution. The more money 
involved, the more caution one 
finds. ' 

Wliat FIFA c'ouid more usefully 
do, is look again at their new 
version of the professional foul | 

rule. i 

Havelange, one remembers, ■ 

came down fercxiiously on the I 

professional foul ru le as brought j 
in by the Football 1 ^eague eight j 

years or so ago. ! 

FIFA belatedly intniduced the | 

rule on the very eve of the World j 
Cup. without giving referees a ! 

chance to digest i t. and without j 

really understanding it at all. The i 
liCague’s rule related specifically 
to fouls outside the box, which 
might have prevented a goal. The | 
penalty area could Icxik after 
itself. i 

To make things worse, a player \ 
who punches a ball off the goal i 

line now merely gives away a j 

penalty, but stays on the field; 
though this paradox may now be 
dealt w'ith. 

Shades of the World Cup chaos, 
when Sepp Blatter. FIFA s general { 
secretary, tcxik 1 1 upon himself j 

publicly to rebuke the confused i 

referees, over the heads of the j 

referees’ committee. What a way i 
to run a railroad. let alone the 
world’s most popular sport. • 

T5 







SPECIAL IMTMB 


CRICKET 


THROUGH AMERICAN 


An American drops in to watch a cricket 
match... and grudgingly 
admits that it is not a wimpish sport 



O F all the aspe-cts of British 
culluro that are ahoii to 
Anif.'rK!}Ui.s. none seems 
quite so iireposterous as 
encket Weeaii sooner T'eeuneile 
oiuselves to the idea of warm beer 
than loa sport in whieh they take 
a bleak I'oi tea 

Moreovei'. th(' {janu' seems 
ineoinprehensitiJe to any 
i American who picks up a 
j newspaper and reads acicoimts 
! like this- "Steve Small ensured 
tliat NSW were in a comfortable 
position at 7-yo9 at stumps 1 le 
was perched on 71 for imnutes, 
hut was somewhat mori' ammuted 
through till! 90s bt'fore deciding to 
hoick leflarm spinnei Bi'ctt 
Williams over the fence and pass 
the 9.000 first-class run mark,” 

Blit after venturing to the 
Sydney Cricket Ground to see the 
Australian national team—the 
test in the world m ac.-iion. I am 
not sure that all the Yankee 
preiudices are well-founded. 
Certainly, this is not a w'impisli 
sport as some Americans believe 
Cru.kjf't players art* a tough breed, 
as I hey must te to swing a heavy 
Hat hat at a ball travelling toward 
them at loo miles ptir hourt 160 
kilometres per lu.'ur 1 The 
fielders ar.* t'xpectcd to catch 
rocket stmts at short range, 
barehanded 

The fa.n.s aren't wmipi.sh cither, 
and tea is most definitely not their 
teverage of elioiee The crowd on 
the g I assN 'mound" at 1 he Sydney 
Cricket Ground the local 
equivalent of the bleachers, tears 
a resemblance to t lie liabit lies of 
the inlamous "Dawg Pound" in 

W.;; - 


Cleveland. When the action gets 
slow, they oi casionally amuse 
themselves b;.' throwing orange at 
the police. 

It is, of oourse. easy to recognise 
in cricket the origins of American 
baseball, Instead of a pitcher 
there’s a bowler, who takes a 
running stai't and flings the ball. 
stiff-armed, toward a batsman so 
that it (ideally) bounces just in 
front of his feet. 

The batsman is out if the bail 
hits the wicket three vertical 
posts behind him - or if the ball is 
caught on the fly by a fielder. The 











batsman produces runs by hitting 
the ball and running a short 
distance to a nearby wicktjt, 
scoring as many as four runs for a 
ball that is hit on the ground, six 
for one that is hit over tlie fence 

There are. of cour se, some 
major differences with baseball In 
cricket, two batsmen are in the 
game at any one time. There is no 
foul tei ritory and a batsman can 
score runs by tipping the ball 
behind him. 

But the big difference is that 
when a batsman strikes the ball, 
he is not obligated to do anything. 


If he hits a dribbler to the nearest 
fielder, nothing happens. If he 
hits a hundred such dribblers, 
nothing changes. 

As I watchecl one of Australia’s 
star batsmen, Geoff Marsh, in 
action against New Zealand, he 
wasn’t scoi'ing many runs or 
doing anything else u.seful. as far 
as I couki see. and I gave a 
quizzical look to the fan next to 

Robin Smith, who was offered a 
contract to piay basebali in 
America, put to rest the fact that 
cricket Is a wimps game, by 
catching a hard shot with bare 
hands 


me.” “Don’t worry, mate,’ he 
assured me. “Marsh just isn't very 
good at getting runs quiiikly." An 
hour passed and Mai-sh still tiad 
the bat in his hands The fan 
assured me: “You’ll start seeing a 
lot of runs in another hour or so. " 
Cricket comes in two basic 
versions.-.long matches, and very, 
very, very long matches. The 
latter, the classic: version of the 
game, is called Test cricket, and 
lasts i'or two i n n ing.s oac;h side 
get.s 10 outs to an innings. A 
patient batsman may stand there 
all day That’s wh.y 'Test matches 



Cricket is not a wimpish 
sport as some 
Americans believe. 
Cricket players are a 
tough breed, as they 
must be to swing a 
heavy, fiat bat at a ball 
travelling towards them 
atlOOmph.... 




ai’e alli)tled five days of playing 
time, with plenty of breaks for tea 
This tiaditioiial. sleep-iiKlucing 
formal dommaled encket fin- a 
c;entnry, until a new V' l-sion of the 
game sprung up in Ib'iY ,i 
change'.spurred by inonei as 
much as monotony Wlu-n (he 
media ba,ron Kei ry Packer 
couldn t, get exclu.sive lelevision 
rights ff>r a Test senes, he 
retaliated by creating his own 
"World SeriesCVickct "and hiring 
















several dozen ol the world’s best 
players • which wasn’t hard to 
do. btJc.iuse at the time stars of the 
s[xtrt were making $10,000 a year 
or so 

The VVte kl St;n(;s wtis 
streamlnuHl into a one-day format 
and t he gam«‘ was jazzed up with 
the introduetion of coloured 
unirorms to rephue the 
li’tulii.ional. staid all-whiloones 


Purists denounced the hybrid as 
“Packer s Circus” or the “Pajama 
Game,” but when Packer 
introduced one more 
innovation —night 
cricket—nobody was laughitig. A 
crowd of 58,000 showed up to see 
the first match under the lights in 
Sydney, and “one-day cricket” was 
instantly established. 

By U.S. standards, it's still not a 


Cricket comes in two 
basic versions; long 
matches and very, very, 
very long matches. The 
latter, is called Test 

cricket.with plenty 

of breaks tor tea. 



fast-moving game. Each team bate 
one inning, but even if it hasn’t 
made 10 outs—or, to use the 
proper terminology, if it hasn’t 
lost 10 wickets —its inning ends 
when the opponent has bowled 
300 times. 

The rhythm of cricket is 
different from the seesaw scoring 
that characterises most sports, 
but it is a pleasurable and relaxed 
rh 3 d;hm. You can arrive at the 
stadium an hour or so late and 
you’ll know what you’ll be 
missing: 20 or 30 runs. Go out for 
a couple of beers or a snack in the 
middle of the match and you’ve 
missed 20 or 30 runs. 

And it’s an ideal television 
game. When I doze off in front of 
the T’V on autumn Sunday 
afternoons in the United States, 
my subconscious is always 
nagging me that Green Bay or 
San Diego may be scoring a 
critical touchdown. Here. I can 
fall asleep for a couple of hours 
wit b the knowledge that when I 
wake up Australia will have 
scored 20 or maybe even 30, and 
Geoff Marsh probably will still 
have the bat in his hands. 

ANDREW BEYER 

COURTESV IH6 WASHINGTON POST 














DROPPED! 


Why Videocon disassociated themselves Irom the Asia Cup cricket tournament 


VIDEOCON INTERNATIONAt LIMITED 

168. Attwil*. 1«t^ flow. NW'fTMn feint 
Befnb«v400 02l. Oncfia) 

Tet.' 70*$Mi 2041B4S. 242263. 223307 
telof 011-86193 ViCO IN 

Vicmbe/i 26 . 1990 . 

PRfSS RE LEASE 

R'itach 0 ^ Contiact bi/ U/t. Kadtant SpoUi 
ManasJmenZ concrKncns 'VlPEOCON ASIA CUP'. 


VlVlCCrU ha>i Ncrf<re thii mcrxru.n<j on M/4, Rad*.anf Spolf'i Manage/nent, Nzu 

Vilh-i., •tt’'ir«fli3t<ng .the CLontnaci ente.'ie.d ■into uiixh then 04 the Hpun^oicti of the 
4 th Ana Cup. Indieoted betou) ate the eventi tn chaonotogt.cai cide-'i (j.naf.tij 
teading to the dec<Aion uihtch in the view VJVtOCOU <.4 0 breach afi contiact 
by M/‘. Kudiant ^noati Uanageimnt 

Ill U/i. Kadcant SpoAti Uanagement, in theuji capacity ut, the PAcmoteaf 0/1 
the 4th An.a Cup, appKoached l/JPFOCON on jAd Pe-cembeA, 1990 !'• tpomoA 
the eoent. (Copy oi theit pAopc\at fetteA^eneloied) 

(21 A contract wat ent&Aed into by VIDCOCON with M/a. Radannf Spohtl 

Uanagement an the 10th oi DtcembeA, 1990. (A copy of, the CuntAact 
enct-'^ed) 

(3) A^tea the uUthdAouat of fAikiitan ^Aom the touAnament, VIVCOCOU imji 

peAiuaded to continue to act at SpomoAeAi and in the inteaeAt of ipoAti 
at Cange, VIVCOCON deetded to continue iti ipontoAihip of the event. A 
fneih contAact utai enteaed into utth H/ 4 . Paduint SpoAti Uanage.ment 
deCeteng the icheduCe of the matenei uith Pakistan Team at weCt a4 
Aeviiing the ccniideAatioH ((oA the ipomoAthip, ACC othea teima and 
conditionA of the contAact uKAe maintained. 

(9) A 4 a apofiioheh to the eve$U, l/IPtOC(> was entitled to the fottoMcng main 
Aighti in addition to ievMAat ctheAi; 

a) The championship mu aliuays to be cormrurUcated as VJOEOCOU ASIA CuP. 


R-allMWI Ome>: Auio Cm Compaund. Ad.l« Raad. *u.aagaliad-«3l 005. <lndw) Phon- : »ies. 25075. 22555 Taba: 0745-212 VICO IN 
ANmodnootr Addreai; 2276, Aditt iatir. AhmadAaow>414 001 (India) ffwia: 4S22. 0771 Talm: 9143*230 VICO «N 











M Uve tefiLC.Tt KM(ii be e{iiictt.d hii Oivo'.rf.iwlior and \itnnLni) coimintani/ 
u)3u(d be biiiadra^e by AIR. 

cl IhahU^hei, ff. nr( mafrItvM (iiuu6^ be /p£piM*prf or. the dam vi the matchei 

.‘h fhe A/:.f/pHi.'/ NetiOoKit. 

d] A Cu-.ta<n mould be teiev<^ed on the S'aUonat NetmoAh to promote 

the eoent ,iu to the itoAt o( the matche',. 

e) Uithon the i.'iw.ndA of, the venue VlOEOCOh mould have aduehtiiing Ad.ghti 

to the Soo'.eboaAd^, (lAOund iXnge behind both the ituirp poiXtioM, diiplay 
‘Mnnoni leiiiithi o( banne/ii, deiplay of, VlPlOCOH Logo on the VhXnkA 
Ttolly c.tc. 

(S) Baded on the agte.ement entenext into uXth M/i. Radiant Spohti Hanagemnt, VJVtOCON 
phoceedeM uUth all actiom. The fiAit instalment of payment of R4.?.5 Lac* mu 
made by a cfic^ue Xn favouA of BCCI m pen advice and insthuctions of U/s. Radiant 
SpoAts Management. This chegue teas duty Aecexpted by BCCI and iubseguentty 
encashed. 

(A) We ueAe subsequently infoAmed by Me. Jagmohan Valmia, Hon. SecAetaAy of BCCI on 
SatuAday, the tlnd PecembeA, 1910 that he mas unable to pAovXde adveAtising 
sights to the scoAeboasd as Xx did not foAm a past of his conteae^ ute^h 
M/i. Radtant bpoAts Management. This mas by itself a contnavention of contAact 
uith M/s. Radiant SpoAts Management. He. A. KhetAapaC, executive OiAeetoA of 
M/s. Radiant SpoAts Management uas infoAmed on telephone about the said beeoefi 
and uas asked to iimediatety settle the rntteA uith BCCI Office. LateA He. Jagmohan 
Valmia XnfOAmed us that due to a tAogedy Xn He. KhetAapat's fcmXty, M/s. Radiant 
SpoAts Management had not been able to fulfil its payment schedule uith BCCI. 
Consequently he tluieatened to call off the sponsoAship and call a Psess 
ConfeAence in ease VlKOCOM did not diAectly pay to BCCI Rs.f.S Lacs uithin U 
houAs. lo avoid unpleasantness. VIDIGCON mas foAced to pay this amount by cheque 
diAectly to BCCI in advance afteA obtaining necessoAy authoAity fAom 
M/s. Radiant SpoAts Management. 






KINDLY nuOce the 
notice of anticipatory 
breach of Contract in 
terms of Provisions of 
Sec. 39 and other 
applicable provisions of 
Indian Contract Act 
1872 on behalf of our 
Clients-M/s Videocon 
International Ltd. 

You have entered Into 
contract with our clients 
concerning sponsorship 
of 4th Asia Cup 1090 
vender the various terms 


and oonditionB specified 
in our letter dated 17th 
December 1990 duly 
accepted by you. The 
contract inter alia 
provides for certain 
promises on your part. 

1. The Chami^nship 
will be named as 
‘*VIDE0(X5NASIA 
CUP.” 

2. The tournament 
will be Inaugurated by 
the Honlile Preeddent of 
India. 


3. Highlights of all the 
matches will be televised 
on the days of the 
matches on National 
Network. 

4. Curtain raiser wiU 
also be televised on 
National Network. 

Unfortunately none of 
above promisee have 
been fulfilled and hence 
situation has arisen 
whereunder in teims of 
Provisdon of Seo. 39 end 
d^ea>a{q>lioable 










VIDEOCON 


|7| In iubiefuent conve/i6atioii6, UIKOCOH vnu aaaMd by Un. A. KheXlatjal oi 
U/i. KadUint SpoxXi Uanagme.nt iheut att contUtiom oi coni'tact uoutd be 
iiMitty tmX including the. bAoadeaiting of the CuMain KcuAeA, Highlighti 
etc. It mi atio coniiAmtd that in att bloadcaiti and othen commnica~ 
tiom the tournament be atuayi to be addneaed to ks the VlVtXON ASIA CuP. 

ISl There mi a telephone call (rom m. Jagmohan Vatmia in the evening o{ I4th 
December indicating that VIDIXON mi itill reqiured to pay an amount of 
Ri.S Laci tomrdi the icoreboardi oi att venuei ai the matter had not been 
iettted between M/*. Radiant Sporti Management 6 8CCI in thn regard. Thii 
Mias not acceptable to ViDtXON ai it wai clearly a breach oi contract 
entered mto with M/i. Radiant Sportt Management. 

(9) Mo Curtain Raiier had been broadcait prior to the itart oi the itnt match 
tetecoit on tith December, 1990. Moreover highlighti oi the iint mate!, 
on the 25th December, 1990 were atio not broadcait ai part oi the contract. 

[10) In no comunication made te the public at targe, either through advertising 
by M/i. Radiant Sporti Management or XCl or through the live broadeait.on 
AIR or the live tetecoit o{ the event on Doordanhan mi the tournament 
addreaed to ai the VIDCXOM ASIA CUP. This mi impite oi aaurancei 
g^uen at every itage by M/». Radiant Sporti Management that the event would 
atmyi be addreaed to ai The VIDEXOM ASIA CuP. 

!I)I In view oi the reveral breacjiei ai contnact, the main oner enumerated above 
a Notice oi termination oi Contract hai been ierved on M/i. Radtant Sporti 
Management, at noon today, namely the 26th December, 1990. In view oi our 
decision to terminate the Contract, we are ipio iacto withdrawing irom the 
ipomonhip oi the tth Asia Cup. (A copy oi the contenti oi our Notice 
served is enclosed) 


I Dev claims a wicket in the opening match against Bangladesh 


provisions of Indiali 
Contract Act 1872. 

Without prejudice to 
the rights of our clients 
under the said contract 
our clients wish to 
inform you that they 
intend to put an end to 
the entire contract 
forthwith i.e. from 12 
noon on 26/12/90. Since 
our clients have already 
released the money to 
you on your account 
assuming the proper 


performance of all the 
terms and conditions, 
you are directed to repay 
the entire amount of Rs 
15 iH-kha forthwith to 
our clients. Asa 
preventive measure our 
clients also reserved 
right to stop payments 
of all or any of the 
cheques issued to 
you/your behalf under 
the said contract. 

Under the assumption 
that you will perform 


your part of promise our 
cUents have committed 
expenditure of more 
than Rs. 10 lakhs on the 
event which hni» gone 
totally bad ifouare 
therefore also dirmted to 
make good tbs daxnagm 
of Rs. 10 lakhs along 
with the amount of Rs. 
16 lakhs paid to you/on 
yoiu* instruotaons 
otherwise we would be. 
forced to take legal 
axstion against you. 


MULLA&MULLA& 
CRAIGIE BLUNT & 
CAROE, Bombay. 

MULLA&MULLA& 
CRAIQIE. BLUNT* 
CAROE 

Advocates Solicitors and 
Notaries 
Jehangir Wadia 
Building, 

51 M.Q. Road, Bombay 
400 001. 
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PERSONALITY 


“Cricket is not 


just a game; 


it is a heritage” 


I JOHN MAJOR, once a usefui 


i club cricketer and now facing 


^ bouncers as Britain’s new 


J Prime Minister, assesses his 
" favourite sport 


I N THE glorious sun 
of late July and early 
August I managed to 
watch a lot of cricket. 
1 saw, in particular, four 
days of that remarkable 
Test at Lord's where 
Qooch scored 333 and 
123 to notch more runs 
in a single Test match 
than any cricketer had 
scored before (or ever 
will probably): where 
Kapil hit four successive 
towering sixes to save 
the follow-on; where 
Azharuddin charmed 
with a glorious hundred 
, in reply: where 
Tendulkar took an 
unforgettable running 
catch that only a 
fleet-footed i 7-year-old 
could have reached; and 
where England won 
with Fraser bowling a 
lovely line and length. 


The very stuff of 
romance and dreams. A 
remarkable game fit to 
rank with the great 
ones. And so, of course, 
are some of the players 
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Cricket needs 
to be marketed. 
It needs better 
facilities. It 
needs the 
personalities to 
attract the 
crowds 


ii '-'“"w 




despite cricket’s 
unfailing nostalgia for 
yesteryear. 

“How good is 
Tendulkar?” I asked 
Denis Compton. “The 
boy’s a genius," came 
the reply. “And what of 
Angus Fraser?” I asked 
Alec Bedser. “Oh, he’s a 
good bowler," said the 
greatest of all medium 
pacers. Good, so there is 
genius about. And many 
other fine players too. 
When were there last 
two such promising 
young fast bowlers as 
Waqar and Akram? And 
is not Atherton 
authentic class? Or Ian 
Bishop of the West 
Indies? 

Yes, there are lots of 
fine young players for 
the future. But after the 
Lord's Test I wanted to 
see more of the Indians 
so I went home to my 
first love. Home, that is, 
to The Oval for the game 
a^nst Svirrey. I sat fox- 
much of the day in the 
stand above the 
committee room and 
pavilion looking from on 
high, straight down the 
wicket. Thtee things 
struck me forcibly, all of 








which are relevant to the 
future of cricket. 

The first was an 
elderlyish man, mid 50s 
perhaps, and badly 
crippled. He shuffled 
with a stick, painfully I 
thought, in an out of the 
burning sun and up and 
down the stairs to the 
members' bar and 
lufreshments. 
Movement was an effort 
but clearly he felt the 
effort was worth-while 
for crkdcet. We spoke 
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briefly: be had been a 
regxilar at The Oval for 
' 38 years. Loved the 
plane. Came whenever 
he could. No bitterness 
at hla inflrmity but just 
an affection for those 
young men with strong 
limbs, keen ^es and a 
sporting talent 
sufficient to enable them 
to play for their county 
and, to some oases, their 
country. Surely, I 
thought, the county 
game is safe while it 


inspires such devotion. 

And thereto lies the 
second point. For 
outside the respectably 
full pavilion and 
members’ stands the 
paying crowd was 
pathetic to number. 
Admittedly, it was a 
Wednesday, and the day 
after a Test. And it 
clashed with one-day 
cricket on television. 
But still, a pathetic 
crowd. Cricket 
administrators are 


acutely aware of this 
problem—to many 
counties fewer than 15 
per cent of receipts are 
through the gate. The 
rest comes to 
membership fees, 
sponsorship, distributed 
receipts from Test 
matches, etc—but not 
from paying spectators. 

So cricket needs to be 
marketed. It needs 
better facilitieB. It needs 
the personaUties to 
attract the crowds. And 


Both John Major and 
Alec Bedaer feel Sachin 
Tendulkar (here beating a 
diving Chris Lewis at leg 
slip) is “a genius” 

it needs England to win 
Test matches, for 
nothing increases 
interest and receipts 
more than that. That is 
the essence: new 
adherents and new cash. 

That leads me to my 
third point. As I sat to 
my high perch, Alec 
Stewart, batting at the 







PavllSon End, swept 
Compton-style, 
backward of square. It 
zipped over the ropes in 
front of the new beauty 
at The Oval, the West 
Stand, incorporating the 
Ken Bantn^n Centre. 
Ken Barrington was 
much loved throughout 
cricket. His memory 
attracted large and 
generous donations 
(sadly, more from 
abroad than at home) to 
raise the money for this 
magnificent 
improvement. There is a 
new stand, the most 




Would Alfred Mynn have 
contained VIv Richards? 


fj 








A MMor couple.. John 
and ante Norma taka up 
residence at the moat 
tenuMis address in the 
world: 10 Downing Street 

glamorous boxes I’ve yet 
seen and, below them, 
cricket nets and 
facilities indoors to 
make your mouth water. 
Surrey hope to bring 
many a promising 
youngster there to add 
to the conveyor belt of 
young talent they have 
discovered in recent 
years. 

My points, therefore, 
come together. The 
game can still generate 
huge interest and 
excitement; there are 
great players about that 
future generations will 
cherish more than we do 
(unworthy thought; 
would Felix have scored 
runs against the West 





THE HAT-TRICK MAN 


How good 0 cricketer W88 
John Ma|or? 


J CSIN MAJOR, it can be said confidently, ia 
the best orioketer to have become Prime 
Minister since Sir Alec Doug’las-Home.' 
This is a very important factor in the health 
and happiness of the nation, the reassurance 
that the new bloke in charge occasionally wor¬ 
ries about higher things than the trade figures 
or poll tax. 

What every cricketer will want to know is 
how good he was out on the pitch, Ian Greig, 
Surrey’s captain, has bowled at the Premier It 
was clear that the guy had had an icjuiy. He 
umsn’t 100 per cent mobile but he had played 
and looked as if he had been a very useful club 
cricketer.” 

The now famous photc^raph of Major, as 
Chancellor, driving, was in fact taken during a 
spell from Greig. “Ah,” Greig added, very pro- 


Asaskmally, “it was one of my more innocuous 
deliveries.'* 

Surrey, helpf^ as ever, were pleased to pass 
on more detail upon their now most llluslaiotis 
member; he was a rlg^t-arm medium pace 
bowler who could bat a little, who appeared for 
Rutlish School Colts' XI. Alter leaving school 
at 16 he appeared for a few clubs in Streatham 
and Loiulon but his career was effectively en¬ 
ded at 20 when he broke a leg in several places,, 
and lost his left knee cap, after a car accident 
in Nigeria, where he was working in banking. 

While a dub cricketer he won several Evea- 
Stfuidard certificates for bis bowling, pro¬ 
wess. "My best performance,” he told Sui^y, 
"was when I took seven or eight wickets, I can’t 
quite remember, for nine runs, including a 
hat-trick." That tells any cricketer that 
mediiun-pace Major must have been a pretty 
shrewd judge of length and line. 

There is ample confirmation of his con¬ 
tinuing interest. Brian Johnston knows him 
as a regular visitor to Test Match Special’s box 
and when Johnston sent him a note, wishing 
him luck, during the leadership contest, Major 
ootUd still find time j» reply and to mention 
England’s plight in Brisbane. omk nodgion 
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Indies attack of recent 
years? Would Alfred 
Mynn have contained 
Viv Richards?); and 
cricket’s administrators 
are becoming more 
businesslike daily in 
trying to provide 
facilities and attractions 
to bring back mass 
support to cricket. 

All this is to the good. 
Can more be done? Well, 
yes it can. Surely there 
is a cose for further 
reforms to remove some 
of the impediments that 
sometimes bring 
bitterness and 
controversy to the 
loveliest of games. Why 
not professional, 
international umpires to 
bring consistency to 
on-field decisions? And 
why not uncovered 

Maior was there in 
person to cheer Graham 
Gooch onto hia 

record-breaking 333 
against India at Lord’s 


wickets to bring back 
the guile and charm of 
spin to the county 
game? And. yes, drat it. 


^ 1 ' 
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I, for one, do 
not believe that 
cricket’s 
greatest days 
are behind it...it 
can have a great 
future provided, 
on-field and off, 
all those who 
love it play up 
and play the 
game 


why not more overs 

during the day to ofier 

better value to the 

spectator who pays ever 

more for his 

seat—especially at Test 

matches. 

Such reforms are easy 
to call for but difficult to 
deliver. But cricket is 
spreading its wings 
again. It is growing in 
popularity in 
continental Europe; in 
the USA, and 
international television 
will carry it further. 

I, for one, do not 
believe that cricket’s 
greatest days are behind 
it. Cricket is not just a 
game; it is a heritage. A 
thing of grace. It can 
have a great future 
provided, on-field and 
off, all those who love it 
play up and play the 
game. 

COURTESY THE INDEPENDENT 












EXCLUSIVE FEATURE 


T he si^ at the 
rear of the 
Northside 
Bombers 
Boxing Club 
says "In 

Harmony.” When 
Charles Hamm, the 
52-year-old plumber 
who has run the place 
since 1978, first saw the 
sign, he liked the 
sentiment so much that 
he made sure the 
lettered poster board 
ended up on that wall of 
his storefront gym. 

Harmony is a nice 
notion. But.on St. Louis' 
West Plorissamt Avenue, 
where the gym sits, 
harmony is a pretty 
elusive objective these 
days. The street courses 
through blocks of 
boarded-up and 
damaged buildings, an 



Outside The 


This is the story on the life 
and death of Leon Calvin 
Spinks Jr. 

When compared to the streets of America, the boxing^ 
clubs are a place of safety and comfort. Here the fhry of 
the punk on the street g^ets nurtured and chawti ftHsed 
only to be let loose in the ring 


BY PHIL BERGER 












urban landscape 
promising more poverty 
and violence than 
anything resembling 
harmony. 

From the day he 
opened the modest gym, 
Hamm, who lives one 
floor up with his wife, 
Jeridean, recognised the 
trouble that was out 
there on the streets. And 
like a Pied Piper he 
fought it by cruising the 
North Side ghetto in his 
van, urging the 
youngsters loitering on 
the street comers to try 
boxing. 


The North sMe Bombers 
club: A piece wrhere 
meny a talent was 
shap^ up to bMr fruit 

Some boys came to the 
Bombers gym for the 
challenge of the sport, 
others for the 
hamburgers that the 
mild-mannered Hamm 
would buy after a day’s 
training was done. Leon 
Calvin was 8 years old 
when he first showed up 
in 1979. 

For the next 11 years, 
Calvin was a reg\ilar at 
Hamm’s gym, learning 
enough about the manly 
art to turn pro in Jime. 
But on Sunday 
morning, J%ily21, 
Calvin’s career was out 
short when he was shot 
to death on a bridge 
connecting East St, 
Louis, Ill., and St. Louis. 
Police found him in a car 
at 5:30 A.M. 

The death of Calvin, 
the son of the former 
heavyweight champion 
Leon Spinks Jr., 
underscored not only 
the pervasiveness of 
inner-city violence but 
also the random nature 
of it. which makes the 
qpiost for success by the 
young inner-city athlete 
a bit of a roulette spin. 

For Calvin, a 
6-foot-1 -inch light 
heavyweight who some 
thought had the 
potential to be a 
world-class boxer, the. 
abrupt ending was, of 
course, a personal 
tragedy. But in the 
context of his famous 
father’s difficult life, it 
stood as another sad 
twist to the chaotic 
Spinks tale. For Hamm, 
Calvin’s death was a 
sorrow compounded by 
the time and attention 
he had invested in the 


L«on Calvin, Spinks' son. A Ilfs full of talent was 
snuffed out prematurely 
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O n Tuesday Jxily lOtli. the baseball All-Star 
game was being played at Chicago’s 
Wrigley Field. Ix3ss than an hour away, in 
Merrillville, lnd>cuia, boxing fans were 
enjoying their own "celebrity” sports event. 
The main bouts at the All Star Sports Bar 
featured John Lark, a 16-0 junior light-weight 
from Gary. IN. and world-ranked 
middleweight Ron Collins from Texas. On the 
iirulereard, a light heavyweight, Tjcon Calvin 
from St liOuis, was fighting his second pro 
bout. Among those watching Calvin was his 
father, former heavyweight champion. Ijcon 
Spinks. 

Before Calvin’s fight, the exchamp was 
introduced to the crowd. The following day 
was his birthday Like so many eyeing a shot 
at the senior tour, he’s thirtysomething. 
Tonight the crowd's attention turned to his 1 9 
year-old-son Would the youngster bear the 
sms (or the wins') of the father? 

Calvin's opponent, Jordan Keepers from 
Milwaukee, had a fair punch, a good chin and 
defensive skills that helped him endure a few 
rounds A11 those qualities gave Calvin a fair 
chance to show his abilities. Many young pros 
bring the amateur style of boxing to their first 
few contests. Calvin, a two-tinie St. Ijouis 
Golden Glove-s champ, didn't Thero was 
leverage behind his punches and he knew how 
to cut off the ring Ci*edit his corner for his 
abilitK's, but give credit as well to one ringside 
fan chronng hi.s son on all the way 
From the opening bell on, I^eon Sr. stcxid 
Ixiliind a neutral corner. His eyes stayed on the 
action Like a genei'al watching a battle from 


higher ground, he barked constant strategies 
to his son: “Up and down Leon! Keep 
punching, right hand, left hook!” 

The commands seemed to be getting 
through to Calvin. His best weapon was the left 
hook, it opened a cut along Keepers eyebrow in 
the first round. More body shots rocked 
Keepers in the second. In the third a left hook 
from Calvin put Keepers down for an eight 
count. One minute later Keepers was on the 
ropes taking heavy punishment when referee 
Sean Curtin stopped the contest at 2:58. 

When the win was officially announced, 
Calvin took a cue from another champion. 
Jorge Paoz, and celebrated his victory with a 
quick breakdance in the middle of the ring. 
Cocky? Maybe, but he proved himself through 
his boxing ability and saved his showboating 
until after the bout. 

The elder Leon basked in typical father’s 
glory, holding court at the bar while patrons 
praised his son. “What do you think, pretty 
good," the champ asked, knowing the answer. 

“He fights like you used to. Leon “ 

While not offended by the c.-omparisori, the 
champ wanted to make it clear that his son was 
destined for far more greatness: “He kind of 
fights like I did at first But you wait . .He’s ‘ 
only gonna get better ’’ 

“He has good power in his loft,” the writer 
offered 

“He lias power in both hands,” I_<!on 
countered. 

The champ jutted his pelvis out like Elvis 
Presley “He's got a lot of power hei e, tcx). ’’ 

The crowd ate it up. 
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I [amnt, a former txjxor 
who does not diniik, 
smoke or use profane 
liiiiguage. had to order 
t he boy out of the gym 
on more than oiu- 
oeeasioii Calvin kept 
coming back, though 
And soinowhci-e in that 
first year. Hamm found 
out that C?alvin's father 
was Spinks, who in 1 978 
was the lieavyweight 
champion of the world. 

His curiosity piqued, 
Hamm began watching 
more <-losely to see 
whetlier this boy from 
the 1 900 block of nearby 
P!ast .loliti Street had his 


fallier's spark for 
fighting Calvin proved 
he did. As an amateur 
trained by Hamm. he 
won two St Louis 
Golden Gloves titlofi. But 
the promise Calvin 
showed as a boxer was 
threatened by whal he 
did outside the ring 
Like his father, who 
had been called "Neon 
Leoii" because of his 
tendency to go parlyiiip; 
when he should have 
boon training. Calvin 
was something of a 
good-time Charlie And 
he was an expert dancer 
"Around when he was 
14. 15.” Hamm recalled. 


"that’s when you’d look 
out the window and see a 
crowd collecting. You’d 
figure there was a fight 
going on But no. it’d be 
Loon just dancing, with 
the music'coming out of 
what we call ghetto 
blasters those boom 
boxes the kids have. 
Outside the gym, or over 
where he lived on East 
John Street, he’d have 
people watching him 
dance.” 

As Calvin grew older, 
ho continued to dance, 
going to clubs and house 
parties. Hamm warned 
him about the late hours 
he was keeping, and the 





After the card ended both Leons were in the 
dresBing room. The father was talking with 
the press about his glory years, the Olympics, 
his hghts with Ali, and the possibility of a 
comeback. Leon Calvin stood alone, packing 
his equipment. Speaking about himself he 
seemed uncomfortable, but tliis made his 
answer appear more thoughtful and earnest. 

Did he turn pro too early? “My father and 
mother thought so, they wanted me to wait. 
But I have to make my own decisions in life. I 
thought I was ready.” 

Should his father make a comeback? “That’s 
his life. If he wants to, he should. He was a 
champion.” 

Thoughts of a. Ken Griffey-liko .situation in 
boxing went through the writer’s mind, a 
reference to baseball’s father-son tandem 
entry Would he fight on the same card with 
his father? “Not right away. Maybe later. Lots 
of ofters are coining in. I’d think I’d like to. 
We’ll have to see ” 

Tn the weeks that followed, he was quoted in 
Sports lllastrutud. commenting that he was 
proud of the Spinks name and its contribution 
to boxing. lie signed a promotional deal with 
Cedric Kushner, paving the way for him to 
build his career. What was to follow? 

Television fights, a title shot, who knows? As 
usually happens in those stories we are only 
left with speculation on what could have been. 

On Sunday, July 22nd. eight days before his 
scheduled third pro fight, Ixion Calvin Spinks 
was found shot to death in his girlfriend’s car, 
gone before his star had a chance to shine. 

—John Siuntres 


just can’t stop 
everything.’ I told him, 
‘Just start doing it, 
That’s all the time it 
takes’.” 

O N July 10, Calvin, 
1-0 as a 

professional, fought 
Jordan Keepers in 
Meriville, Indiana. In he 
audience that night was 
his father. It was the 
first time that 
Spinks- - who over the 
years had spent little 
time with his son—had 
ever seen him box. That 
absence accounted, in 
part, for the detached 
reaction Calvin had 
when Spinks stopped by 
the dressing room 
before the fight to wish 
him well. 

Even when the former 
champion told his son 
that he would be at 
ringside shouting 
advice to which he 
should pay heed, Calvin 
just nodded but would 
not .speak. 


But after Calvin 
scored a third-round 
knockout and a jubilant 
Spinks was the ftrst man 
into the ring, the son 
was more receptive. He 
hugged his father and 
smiled. 

“Later on,” said 
Hamm, “the ring 
announcer called both of 
them back as father and 
son. They hugged 
again. After that, they 
were jolly-jolly, and 
givmg autographs.” 

Off that victory came 
an offer of a three-year 
promotional deal from 
Cedric Kushner. the 
New 'york-based 
promoter of the world 
welterweight champion 
Marlon Starling. 

On Saturday July 14, 
a St. Louis mailman 
named Jim HowelJ, who 
with Hamm was 
co-manager of Calvin, 
showed the fighter the 
Ku.shner contract. 

“He smiled that big 


The Tale of the Tape: People knew Spinks only 
because he beat Ali. They forgot him quickly 
after Ali beat him 
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qucsiiunable characters 
.some of the gang 
mcmbei’s, who wore part 
of that social circle. 

He saw the night life 
to which Calvin was 
attracted with its 
alcohol, drugs and 
occasional violence-—as 
being at cross purposes 
to a. fighter’s more 
ascetic existence. 

It wasn’t long before 
Calvin was beset by the 
very complications that 
the older man feared. 

Two years ago, while 
at a party, Calvin was 
shot in the abdomen by a 
friend who was aiming 
at somebody else. 


Surviving that, he was 
arrested this past year 
and charged with illegal 
possession of a 
handgun. The case was 
pending when Hamm 
persuaded Calvin to turn 
professional in June. 

Hamm’s hopie was that 
as a professional Calvin 
might spend more time 
in the gym, away from 
his risky night life 

“At the time he turned 
pro, I set him down 
right in front of me at 
my house,” said Hamm, 
“and I told him, ‘Back 
away from those 
parties,’ He told me, ‘Mr. 
Hamm, it takes time. I 
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smile of his,’ said 
Howell, “aiad told me, 
‘Quick, give me that pen 
before they change their 
mind ’ L.eon had made 
$200 for each of his first 
two fights, and up to 
that ptiint I don’t think 
he was aware that people 
could make real big 
monos'^ boxing. 

At home now Calvin 
took to sashaying up to 
his brothers, Darrelh 
17. and Corey, 12, and, 
while throwing shadow 
punches, telling them. 
“They bring ’em here. I’ll 
knixik ’em out., They 
bring ’em here. I’ll 
knock ’em out ” 

On July 21. the 
19-year-old Calvin had a 
late afternon workout at 
Howell's gym just 
outside the city limits. 
That evening, he went to 
a party, and around 
midnight, returned 
home Not for long, 
though When Darrell 
Calvin saw his brother 
head toward the front 
door, on the way to a 
nightclub, he told him 
not to go “Ho had a 
fight coming up July 
30,” said the younger 
brother, “and needed to 
get his re.st. But he told 
me. I ain’t gonna stay 
out long,’ He left by 
himself " 

Leon Calvin never 
made it back to East 
John Street 
Zadie Mae Calvin grew 
up in the .same 
Pruitl-Igoe projects in 
St Ixiuis that Loon 
Spinks Jr did Spinks 
was only 1 7 when Ms 
Calvin gave birth to her 
Leon, the fi rst of the 
three soii.s she had by 
Spinks, whom she never 
married. In 1978, when 
Corey was born. Sjiinks, 
married by then to 
another woman, would 
upset Muhammad Ali 
and become 
heavyweight champion 



of the world 

In some of his earliest 
interviews back then, 
Spinks would make 
pained references to his 
past and m particular to 
a disappointing 
relationshjip with his 
father. Leon Sr. 

Leon Sr and his wife, 
Kay. were separated 
when Leon Jr. was 
young. The father’s 
sporadic contacts 
afterward tended to 
disappoint and 
eventually alienate the 
son. “I remember I 
stayed with him one 
time and 1 did 
something,” I^eon 
Spinks Jr said. “He 
hung mo on a nail and 
hit me across the face 
with some cord of some 
kind. It put a long mark 
on my face. He told me 
he was sorry. But ever 
since then. 1 didn’t like 
him. O.K., I had done 
wrong. But why’d he 
have to scar me up”^ T 
mean,I can take a 
butt-whuppmg. But you 
don’t have to scar me ”” 

The father was, 

Spinks said, “in and out 
of trouble all the time 
and he affected Spink’s 
self-esteem, oven from a 
distance Like his 
father. Leon Spinks Jr., 
even as champion, 
would have his share of 
trouble Within six 
weeks of defeating Ali, 
Spinks was sued by a 
motel for unpaid bills, 
sued for back rent in 
Philadelphia and 
arrested for driving the 
wrong way on a one-way 
street in St Louis. 

That turmoil would be 
constant in a pro career 
that saw Spinks lose the 
title in his first defense 
of it and then fight on 
until 1988. By then he 
was a chronic loser, 
Ixixing for a pitiful 
fraction of the millions 
of dollars he had made 


and lost. In contrast, his 
brother, Michael, who 
won the heavyweight 
title from Larry Holmes 
in 1985, would go on to 
earn $13.5 million in a 
1988 bout against Mike 
Tyson. 

HROUGH those 
years, the Calvins of 
East John Street 
struggled. Their welfare 
payments were 
supplemented by what 
Zadie Mao’s mother. 
Aline Pickett, earned as 
a nurse’s aide while she 
lived with them. 

“Zadie Mae was not 
able to work on account 
of her health," said Mrs. 
Pickett “I worked at a 
nursing home and then 
at a hospital. I was bring 
irig home $265 every 
two weeks from the 
nursing home And 


when I went over to the 
hospital, $750 a month.” 

The relationship with 
their father was 
disappointing, Darrell 
Calvin said. Except for 
annual Spinks family 
reunions, Spinks was 
rarely in touch with 
them. Then, two years 
ago. after Spinks invited 
his three sons to spend 
time with him in Detroit, 
the visit ended badly. On 
his return, the story 
that Leon Calvin told 
was that when his father 
turned down a request 
for money and he 
pursued with it, Spinks 
got physical with him. 
Calvin's attitude toward 
his father hardened. 

“He'd tell me,” Hamm 
said, ‘“My daddy was 
heavyweight champion, 
and we ain’t got 







The only high point of Spinks’ career was when 
he outfought the ‘Greatest’: Muhammad All 


nothing.' I wasn’t the 
type to give him ilJ 
feelings, but I'd say. 

‘O. K.. Leon, look at 
yourself.’” 

This was a reference to 
the two children Calvin 
had fathered and from 
whom he remained 
mostly distant. 

"What male guidance 
the Calvin boys and their 
half-brother. Stever 
received, would come 
from Hamm, in whose 
gym all of them boxed. 
While Hamm was 
raising two sons and a 
daughter of his own, he 
was nurturing the 
Calvins. 

‘"They would need, like 
.boxing shoe and trunks, 
and we didn’t have the 
money, so he bought it 
for them,” Aline Pickett 
said. 

Where many of 
Hamm’s fighters who 
made a name as 
amateurs would move 


on to better-equipped 
gyms, Leon Calvin did 
not He remained loyal 
to Ilamm. But in a 
ghetto of often 
capricious violence, 
minding him was not 
easy. 

Likeable though he 
was, Leon Calvin had an 
unpredictability much 
like his father’s that 
seemed to invite hard 
circumstances. 

When, for instance, 
the police stopped a car 
he was driving and 
found a handgun 
inside—a weapon that. 
Hamm said, belonged to 
a friend of the 
fighter’s—Calvin was 
drinking, in plain view, 
a bottle of beer. 

Hamm tried hard, 
though, to keep Calvin 
on the straight and 
narrow, hiring him as a 
plumber’s helper so that 
he would have spending 
money and 




manoeuvering him out 
of the many jams in 
which he regularly got 
entangled. 

But in East St. Louis 
on that Sunday 
morning, Leon Calvin 
got into trouble that 
Hamm could not fix. 

Like the Illinois State 
Police, Hamm found the 
facts about Calvin’s last 
hours difficult to 
ascertain. Questioning 
friends of the fighter 
who he thought would 
knew what happened, 
he encountered 
resistance. 

"I’d ask for details,” 
Hiunm said. ’’They didn’t 
know” 'You lying,' I’d 
say. 'You know 
everything.’” 

As he pressed for 
answers, the details of 
ihe final night began to 
emergre. Calvin, it 
turned out, was friendly 
with members of a street 
gang called the Crips. At 
a party on Saturday 
night, July 20, he had 




been present when a 
member of a rival gang, 
the Bloods, was badly 
beaten. 

By Sunday morning, 
as the scene shifted to an 
East St. Louis club, 
there would be another 
fight invohdng the 
gangs that would be 
quelled, at least until the 
place closed in at 5 A.M. 
At closing time, aus the 
youths spilled out into 
the streets, gunfire 
erupted. Calvin jumped 
into the car of a woman 
friend who drove hard 
towards the Dr. Martin 
Iiuther King Jr. Bridge, 
which spans the 
Mississippi River. 

“There were two other 
cars with friends of 
Leon’s that weie being 
shot at,” Hamm said. 
“Gunfire was ringing as 
they were going across 
the bridge. They forced 
the car Leon was in to 
the side of the roaa The 
girl driving, she jumped 
out and ran, and the 
persons in the other car 
went to shooting. ” 

A few days after the 
shooting, Capt. Phil 
Kocis of the Illinois State 
Police said Hamm’s 
version of the events was 
basically correct. 

On the Thursday 
night after he was 
killed, Calvin’s body lay 
in an open casket at the 
Foster Funeral Home—a 
Golden Gloves medal 
hanging from his neck, 
a pair of miniature 
boxiirg gloves on his 
chest. Leon Spinks Jr. 
did not want to go into 
detail about the 
relationship he had ivith 
his son. 

“I loved him,” he smd. 
“I’m glad I got to spend 
time with him. It’s too 
bad it got cut short, 
though.” 
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• Sir Richard Hadlee of New Zealand became the 
first bowler in Test cricket to claim 400-Test wicket by 
dismissing Sanjay Manjrekar in the second innings of 
the first Test at Christchunm against India in the three 
Tests series 

• Sir Richard Hadlee ended his Test career by taking 
five wickets for S3 runs against Kngland in the 
third and final Test at Kdgbaston on July 9. 1990 
He has taken five wickets in an innings 36 times, 
which is a record by itself. Incidentally, he also 
claimed the wicket of Devon Malcolm in the last ball 
of his cricketing career. Si r Richard has scored 3124 

^ runs and claimed 431 wickets in H6 Tests 

• Graham Gooch, created a world rt'cord by scoring 
most runs in a Test match He scored 456 runs (333 
and 123) against India in the first Test id Ixjrds 

He bettered the previous 

record off 380 runs (247 * and 133) scoivd by Au¬ 
stralia's Greig Chappell at Wellington against New 
Zealand in 73-74 series 

• Graham G(xx;h also became the first cricketer in the 
world to score a triple century and century in the 
same Test, against India at Inrds. 

• Gooch, also became the only cricketer in the world to 
score five Test Minturies at Lords 

• Graham Gooch eclipsed Sir Don Bradman s record of 
974 runs, the highest scored in an Knglish summer 
Note Bradman, however, required only seven in¬ 
nings whereas Gooch took eleven innings. 

• Gooch scored 752 runs in the three 'Test scries 

against India and thus surpassed the previous re¬ 
cord of 583 runs, scored by Zaheer Abbas of Pakis¬ 
tan against India in 1978. ► 


Kapil Dev Nikhanj of India notched the world record 
by smashing four consecutive sixes in an over off 
Eddie Hem tilings of England in the first innings of 
the first Test at Ixirds in the three Test series. lie 
erased the previous rccoi-d of three sixes struck by 
W. Hammond of England in an over off Newmtmn at 
Auckland against New Zealand in 1932-33 and 
Silvester Clarke of West Indies in an over off Nazir 
Ahmed at Faisalabad against Pakistan in 1980-81. 
Kapil Dev also equalled the world record off getting 
24 runs in an over Joining Andy Roberts of West 
Indies, Sandip Patil of India and Ian Botham of 
England. 














• Sa.chin Teiuiulk.ir of India became the socond 
yuuiif^at Test cnckccer after Mustaq MohaitmiaU of 
Pakistan to scort' a ft-ntury He scoi-ed IIM not out 
apainsi l<:nfi:land in itio tux-ond Tost at Manchester in 
the three Tost senes 

• Gordon (h'centdffe playt'd Ins I doth Test for the 
West Indies, by appcarinfx in the fifth Tost against 
Eiifrland at Antipina on April 12-17. moo. 


• Allan Border played his recoiil 50th Test as Austra¬ 
lian captain, against Pakistan in the second Test at 

4 Adelaide on January lO, 1990. 

• Dean Jon^ scored 116 and 131'in both the innings 
in the second Test against Pakistan at Adelaide and 
became the tenth Australian batsman m Test cricket 
to do so. 

• Waqar Younus of Pakistan took a hattrick against 
New Zealand in the third Test at Faisalabad in the 
three Test series by claiming Ti'evor Franklin, Mark 
Greatbatcb and Ken Rutherford in three consecutive 
balls. 

• Javed Miandad crossed the 8000 runs landmark and 
became the first Pakistani and fifth batsman in the 
world to do so when he had scored 13 in the second 
innings of the thh-d Test at Faisalabad against New 
Zealand. 

• Carl Rackemann of Australia took three wickets in 
four balls claiming Imram Khan, Tausif Ahmed and 
Mustaq Ahmed in the second Test at Adelaide 
against Pakistan in the thi-ee Test series Dennis 
Lillee achieved this feat against England at the Oval 
in 1972. 

• Imran Khan of Pakistan, by taking two wickets 
agamst Austialia at Melbourne in January. 1990. 
Cfossed Dennis Lillee's previousrecoi-dof355 Test 
wickets and became the fourth bowler after Hadlee, 
Botham and Kapil Dev to do so 

• Allan Lamb is the second English cricketer, to score 
acenturyon hisdebut Test as captain after 93 years. 
The last man to score a century on debut as English 
captain was AC McLaren, who made 109 against 
Australia at S.vdiicy in Dccenib(‘r, 1987. 


Sri Lanka slumped to their lowest Tost score of 82 in 
the first innings of the only Test played against 
India at Chandigarh in 1990 

Waqar Younus in taking 53 wickets in the ten Tests 
he has played so far achieved a Pakistani record of 
capturing the fastest 50 wickets. He erased Khan 
Mohammad’s previous of 50 wickets in 11 Tests. 
New Zealand posted their highest total in one day 
cricket when, they hanmieivd 338 for four off 50 
overs against Bangladesh in the AustralAsia Cup at 
Sharjah on April 28. 1990. 

Simon O’Donnell of Australia scored the fastest fifty 
in one day cricket off a mere 16 balls against Sri 
Lanka in the somi final of the Austral-Asia Cup on 
May 2. 1990 He eclipsed the previous mark shared 
by Now Zealand's Uukxi Cairns and Pakistan s Salim 
Mahk The latter batsmen Uxik 21 balls to notch up 
their fifties Cairns .tchieved the feat against Austra¬ 
lia in Melbourne w 82-83, while Malik against India 
in Calcutta in 1986-87 O’Donnell’s entire innings 
of 74 lasted just 29 bal's 
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BEST VICTORY ► 

GESTURE—After 
Frenchman Yannick 
Noah defeated West 
German Carl-Uwe Steeb 
5-7, 6-3, 6-4 to win the 
$400,000 New South 
Wales Open his first 
title in nearly two 
years - he stcxxl on his 
head in celebration 


BEST BUMPER 
STICKER —“If you think 
that I cannot drive a car, 
then you should see me 
play tennis,” (Seen on a 
car in Hamburg. 
Germany,) 


BESJ 

COVEESSIOA—“These 
days I am not at my very 
best I could not fight as 
usual because of all the 
turmoil Tennis is a 
game won with the head 
and lately my head has 
not been on tennis ” 
(Steffi Graf, distracted 
and distressed by tabloid 
reports of her father’s 
alleged affair, after 
losing at the French 
Open and Wimbledon,) 






BESTCAPRIATl 
PREDlCTIOSS~She 
can’t miss, and 1 only 
said that about John 
McEnroe and Steffi 
Graf. She has the ability 
to wind up on the top 
level that only Chris 
Evert, Martina 
Navratilova and Graf 
have occupied." (Arthur 
Ashe) “She’s quite the 
best newcomer I’ve ever 
seen, who could easily be 
world champion before 
she is 17.” (Billie Jean 
King) 


WORST 

PlUiPARAriON—Heglec 
ting to scout Ferrando. 
Seles incorrectly 
thought she was a 
baseliner and was 
caught by surprise by 
her serve-and-volley 
strategy when she was 
upset at the U.S. Open. 
Equally foolish, Seles 
made a racket change 
only a week before the 
U.S. Open—from a 
Prince 110 graphite to a 
Yonex RZ-380. 
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iBEST BELATED 
AWARENESS—The shoe 
is on the other foot now 
for Chris Evert, the 
television broadcaster, 
who admitted, “It’s 
tough to get an 
interview with a tennis 
player. 1 remember 
when NBC would ask me 
to do an interview, and if 
I wasn't in the mood or I 
had to practice or if I had 
to get mentally prepared 
for a match. I’d just say, 
‘No.’ Now, I find myself 
telling the players, ‘Hey, 
come on, it’s television. 
It’s great exposure and 
experience.’ But it’s like 
pulling teeth to try to 
get them to come to the 
booth and talk." 


WORST SCANDALr-The 
German and British 
tabloids—“MY FAMILY 
AGONY” shouted 
today's front-page 
headlines during 
Wimbledon—had a field 
day sensationalising 
Peter Grafs alleged 
extra-marital affair. 
Playboy model and call 
girl Nicole Meissner, 22, 
and boxing promoter 
Eberhard Thust, 43, 
allegedly tried to extort 
$400,000 from the 
Grafs, claiming tliat 
Peter fathered Nicole’s 
six-month-old daughter. 
Although the couple was 
arrested for blackmail, 
the revelations 
devastated Steffi and 
clearly hurt her 
performance. 


BEST BAUDOT 
PERSPECTIVE—"Were 
all rooting for Jennifer 
(Capriati) because she’s 
the same age as us and 
she asks for the ball 
nicely.” (A Wimbledon 
ballboy speaking for his 
peers on their choice for 
women’s singles 
champion.) 







BEST RESPECT—Atbenc ► \ 
becoming the youngest 
U.S. champion. Fete 
Sampras showed a 
refrmhing respect for 
the game’s bygone 
heroes, “rve always 
looked up to the older 
gruys, like (I^) Laver 
and (Ken) Rosewall. I 
really enjoyed that era. 1 
have tremendous 
respect for those guys, I 
really do. I think all 
those Australians were 
class individuals and I 
would like to be in that 
category.” 


BEST ••WHAT PR/CE 
STARDOM?”—Pamela. 
Stephanie Romas, a 
J 3-year-old from 
Scarsdale, New York, 
was disillusioned when 
Boiis Becker stated he 
would take steroids and 
other 

performance-enhancing 
drugs if other players 
did, even if there were a 
possible risk. “It bothers 
me to see an athlete not 
concerned about his 
health or his sport and 
only concerned about 
money,” she wrote to 
The New York Times. “Is 
this a good example to 
set for my generation? If 
he meant what he said, 
he doesn’t deserve to be 
an international sports 
hero.” 


BEST LONG-OVERDUE 
EJECTION—After 
repeatedly directing 
profanity at Grand Slam 
chief of supervisors Ken 
Farrar and being heard 
on live Australian 
television, fourth-seeded 
John McEnroe was 
disqualified in the 
fourth set of his 
fourth-round Australian 
Open match against 
liUkael Pemfors. Believe 
it or not, it was the first 
time tempestuous and 
abusive Mac ever got 
booted from a match. 






HEST PHUMSOPHY OF 
LIFE —Introspective 
Boris Becker opined: 
"We’re living in the year 
1990 and in sport it’s 
still all about money. It’s 
sad but true. It’s sad 
because man is in this 
circus forever. 


HESTTRUtVTF.TO 
TESMS—Of the 23 
m^or sports that 
prominent sports 
psychologist Dr. Jim 
Loehr has investigated, 
the one that requires the 
greatest mental 
toughness is teimis. 


BEST MIXED DOUBLES 
ADVICE—Todd 
Woodbrldge is a 
baby-faced 19-year-old 
Aussie with a killer 
philosophy. After he and 
Liz Sayers won the U.S. 
Open mixed doubles 
title, Woodbrldge 
explained, “You’ve gotta 
really be nasty, try to hit 
everything at the 
woman.” 


BEST NOISE 
ABA rCMfeWr— Roaring 
airplanes, the bane of 
U .S. Open players and 
fans for years, were 
gone thanks to New 
York Mayor David 
Dinkins, a tennis 
fanatic, who asked the 
Federal Aviation 
Administration to 
rearrange the takeoff 
pattern on La Quardia 
Airport s runway 13. 




BEST RE I 'iV/fi.V—Jimmy 
Ctonnors and Chris 
Evert, once tennis’ 
darling couple, became a 
team again as NBC-TV’s 
new “contemporary” 
tennis analysts for 
Wimbledon, the French 
Open and the Family 
Circle tournaments. 
Both were incisive, 
opinionated amd 
appealing. 
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WORST F/iyVS—Pickle 
Oerman spectators 
booed and derisively 
whistled at Boris Becker 
during his singles and 
doubles defeats in the 
World Team Cup at 
Ousseldorf. As Becker 
noted: They have short 
memorira. They forget 
how we won here last 
year and also all o\ir 
successes, and they 
expect xis to win every 
time.” 


BEST BIZARRE 
PROPOSAL —Complaini¬ 
ng that some players, 
like his opponent Mikael 
Pernfors, get away with 
swearing on court 
because they don’t do Jt 
in English, John 
McEnroe, who was 
expelled from the 
Australian Open for 
swearing, made this 
unusual proposal: “I 
think if the officials are 
going to do this to me, 
they are going to 
eventually have to get a 
fleet of interpreters, and 
everything any player 
says, he’s going to be 
liable for. Otherwise, 
they’ve got to ease up.” 

BEST 

SPORTSMASSHIP—Jero¬ 
me Boucher, an 
11 -year-old from 
Paradise Valley, 
Arizona, displayed 
wonderful 
sportsmanship after 
winning a long, 
three-set match in the 
New Mexico Junior 
Open. He spontaneotisly 
turned his attention to 
his distraught, sobbing 
opponent and consoled 
him with words of 
encouragement, support 
and an “it’s gonna be 
alright” pep talk. 


BESTPHOTO 
SPREAD —Sexy Steffi in 
a provocative pose in 
Vogue magazine. 
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{BESTMARTiNA 
METi\PHOR—''Ym not a 
dinosaur by any stretch 
of the imagrination. I’m a 


meteor.” (Martina 
Navratilova after her 
quarterfinal victory at 
Wimbledon.) 


BEST TRIBUTE TO 
BILUE JEAN—During 
Wimbl^on which she’d 
win for a record ninth 
time, Martina 
Navratilova talked 
glowingly about her 
coach Billie Jean King. 
“She has taught me 
more in one year than I 
have learned in 10 
years. Her knowledge is 
just phenomenal. She 
has forgotten more than 
most people know.” 


WORST CHEAP 
SHOT —Ripping Martina 
Navratilova as a poor 
role model for young 
players because she is a 
homosexual, all-time 
great Margaret Ck3urt. a 
bom-again Christian 
minister living in Perth, 
Australia, said; 
“(Navratilova) is a great 
player, but I’d like to see 
somebody at the top to 
whom the younger 
players can look up to. It 
is very sad for children 
to be exposed to 
homosexuality. Martina 
is a nice person. Her 
life has just gone 
astray.” 


BEST DEFENSE OF 
MARTINA—“Martina, has 
been a role model for 
me.. .we should judge 
her on what she did on 
the court, not on her 
private life,” countered 
Chris Evert who also 
rebutted allegations that 
lesbianism was a major 
problem on the women’s 
circuit. “I’ve been on the 
tour for IB years and 
I’ve never seen, 
anything.” 











BEST 

PHILANTHROPY—laa 
Tiriac.the 
sinister-looking but 
generous tournament 
promoter and manager 
of Boris Becker, helped 
rebuild 

Ceausescu-ravaged 
Romania by staging the 
European Zone Itevis 
Cup tie against Britain 
in Bucharest and 
importing badly needed 
medicines for local 
hospitals—^all of which 
reportedly cost him at 
^east $200,000 of his 
|bwn money. He also 
Puranged for proceeds 
from the concession 
sales at the Davis Cup 
match to be donated to 
Romanian orphans. 


BEST“GOLDEN 
OLDIES"—Defying age 
in a gruelling sport that 
favors youth. Martina 
Navratilova easily won 
her record mnth 
Wimbledon crown at 33; 
Ivan Lendl captured his 
third Australian Open at 
30; and overlooked 
Andres Gomez surprised 
everyone by grabbing 
the French Open, his 
first Grand Slam title, at 
30. Hats off also to 
Britain’s Nick Brown, 
who after retiring at age 
24. came back and was 
selected to play Davis 
Cup singles for the first 
time at 20. 


BEST ROYAL Kiss—The ► 
Duchess of Kent was so 
moved by Martina 
Navratilova’s record 
ninth Wimbledon title 
that at the trophy 
presentation she kissed 
Navratilova on both 
cheeks and then held 
her hands while they 
chatted. “Normally no 
one touches Royalty 
beyond a handshake,” 
said one British 
journalist. “It was 
unique.” 


BEST 

ANALOGY—Martim, 
Navratilova, on Andre 
Agassi, who passed up 
Wimbledon to rest; “It’s 
like a football player 
who skips the Super 
Bowl because he has to 
get ready for training 
camp.” 

WORST 

TRAITORS —Soviet star 
and world No. 11 Andrei 
Chesnokov skipped the 


ranked a modest No. 35 
led Italy to a surprising 
3-2 first round l^vis 
Cup win over four-time 
champion Sweden by 
upsetting Mats 
Wilander and Jonas 
Svensson in singles and 
partnering Diego 
Nargiso to a doubles 
victory before a 
vociferous, sell-out 
crowd at Cagliari. 
Sardinia. 


Shriver, one of several 
players miffed by the 
distracting, loud and 
often uimecessary 
gnmting of today’s 
players). 


BESTJVSTIFIED 
FINES —^Despite all their 
talk about the absolute 
necessity of having their 
own tour, many of the 



inaugural $330,000 
Kremlin Cup in Moscow, 
and world No. 13 
Natalia Zvereva, who 
often complains of being 
homesick when touring, 
snubbed the $100,000 
Moscow Open. They 
clearly owed it to their 
fans, countrymen and 
these fledgling 
tournaments to play. 


BEST DAVIS CUP 
HEROICS—Paolo Cane, 


BEST BURNING 
ISSUE —Grunting. How 
loud is too distracting? 
And will grunting 
offenders soon draw 
warnings and point 
penalties? 


BEST ANTI-GRUNTING 
STATEMENT—“Some of 
these players grunt 
when they dropshot, 
and no dropshot 
deserves a grunt.” (Pam 


top players simply failed 
to support the new ATP 
Tour properly. Believe it 
or not, Stefan Edf>erg, 
Andre Agassi and Ivan 
Lendl, three guys who 
regularly play 
irrelevant exhibitions, 
failed to play the 
minimiun required 
number of tournaments 
and were justifiably 
assessed record fines of 
$115,496, $85,042 and 
$95,443, respectively. 











BEST CAREER his game and his 

COMEBACK (!)—^Thomas ranking to collapse. 

Muster was told he Happily, at 28. Aguilera 

would never play tennis bounced back to No. 

again after he was 15. 

seriously iiyured in a 
car accident caused by a BEST “TALK IS 
drtmk driver before his CHEAP ”—The 

1989 Liptun foot-in-mouth award 

International final. But goes to world No. 5 

Muster showed Arantxa 

extraordinary Sanchez-Vicario. Just 



dedication and before her match with 

determination and No. 44 (but rising fast) 

rebounded strongly to Jennifer Capriati at the 
gain the French Open Family Ci rcle Magazine 

semis and rank No. 6. Cup, she said, “I’m not 

worried about playing 

BEST CAREER Capriati. I have plenty of 

COMEBACK (II )—Juan confidence." Capriati 

Aguilera, a clever humbled her 6-1,6-1. 

Spanish clay courier, - - 

ranked No. 7 in the BEST TEIVNIS 

WQ]^ in late 1984 before DIPLOMACY —In a Davis 

the Illness and death of Cup match marked by 

his father and gcxxlwill and normalcy. 

concurrent break-up Israel hosted the 

with his coach caused People’s Republic of 




















4 BESTESDORSEMENT 
DEAL—Ivan Lendl’s 
nine-year racket 
endorsement deal with 
Mizuno for a reported 
$20 million. 


BEST "ASD YOU CAN 
QUOTE ME"—“John 
represented everything I 
wanted. He wasn’t an 
actor. He was a really 
big success. He was 
young. He had money. 
He totally turned me 
on.” (Tatum O’Neal on 
what first attracted her 
to John McEnroe.) 


BEST ACT OF 
CONSCIENCE (D—In a 
highly unusual gesture, 
Yannick Noah refused to 
accept his $30,000 
guarantee (fee just for 
showing up) after losing 
in the first round of a 
Bordeaux tournament. 
(Of course, he was 
wrong to have 
negotiated for 
appearance money in 
the first place.) 


BEST ACT OF 
CONSCIENCE (///—After 
getting injured in the 
second set of his first 
round match at the OTB 
Open, Derrick Rostagno 
returned his $2,500 
guarantee. 


BEST QUICK CHANGE 
IDEA —^Women can 
thank the Lipton 
Internationad Players 
Championships for its 
new Laykold Changing 
Booth. The portable tent 
enables them to make a 


BEST QUOTEABOLT 
MAC —lonTiriac, Boris 
Becker's manager, on 
John McEnroe; “Half 
come to see him win. 
Half come to see him 
lose. Half come to see 
what happens.” 


BEST "FAMOUS LAST 
WORDS’—Before John 
McEnroe was bounced 
out in straight sets in a 
Wimbledon first-round 
match by Derrick 
Rostagno, Mac 
dismissively spouted: 


“Who’s Rostagno? 
Nothing personal but I 
could have had a harder 
draw. There’s at least 20 
guys tougher than him 
and I’m not planning to 
lose." 


quick and private 
change of their soaking 
shirts on court and 
avoid spectacles such as 
when Barbara Potter 
changed shirts while 
four ballboys held towels 
around her at 
Wimbledon in 1988. 







WORST ^ 

DISRESPECT—yf/hen the 
media at the French 
Open asked finalist 
Andre Agassi his 
feelings about meeting 
the legendary Jean 
Borotra, one of France’ - 
oelebrat^ “Four 
Musketeers,” the brash 
Agassi replied, “Oh, that 
old guy? I didn’t even 
know who he was. ” 


beststroRe 

CHANGE —Pete Sampras' 
decision—he was 
convinced by his 
longtime coach. Dr Pete 
Fischer—at age 14 to 
switch from a 
two-handed backhand to 
a one-hander which 
transformed him from a 
counterpuncher into a 
more versatile and 
dynanuc all-court 
player. 


BEST 

REVENGE —Manuela 
Maleeva-Fragmere, 
crushed 6-0, 6-0 by 
Martina Navratilova at 
the 1989 US Open, 
gained sweet revenge 
when she shocked the 
No. 2 ranked, four-time 
champion 7-5, 3-6,6-3 
in the 1990 US Open 
fourth round. 


BEST BUSINESS 
TYCOON —Jennifer 
Capriati. The 
14-year-old wunder-kid 
with charisma struck it 
rich with endorsement 
deals with Diadora ($3.5 
million), Oil of Olay ($6 
million) and Prince ($1.1 
million^ 

BEST 

IRONY —^Twenty-one 
months before 
19-year-old Pete 
Sampras upset 
three-time champion 
Ivan Lendl 6-4,7-6,3-6, 
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4-6,6-2 in the US. Open 
quarteifinals, Lendl 
invited Sampras to train 
with him at his 
Greenwich, 
Connnecticut estate. 
Besides several hours of 
gruelling daily practice, 
Lendl had him biking 20 


miles a day and lectured 
him on proper diet and 
sleep habits. 


BEST 

WARNING —Although it 
came at least a decade 
late, Boris Becker gave 


.Cjf- 


John McEnroe this 
warning (threat?) 
during a three-hour 
discussion: “If you start 
behaving like a beast 
durmg the match, I will 
turn into the bigger 
beast and I will destroy 
you." 










iBCSTGABY 
CONFlDENTiAL-'l 
prefer to be appreciated 
for my beauty and other 
qualities rather than 
only being^ seen aa a 
tennis champion. ” 
(Gabriela Sabatini) 


BEST 

STRA r/ioy—Gabriela 
Sabatini, who claimed 
she was “the forgotten 
woman of tennis” at the 
start of the US Open, 
upset Steffi Graf 6-2, 7-6 
in large part because she 
abandoned her baseline 
game and rushed net 43 
times. The strategy was 
brilliant because: l)it 
surprised Garf 2) it put 
great preasure on 
Garf’s vulnerable 
backhand 3) it shortened 
the match and made 
Sabatini’s inferior. 


BEST MCENROE 
CONEESSION 
(II )—Offering Andre 
Agassi, who was just 
fined $3,000 for his US 
Open outburst, .some 
fatherly advice, John 
McEnroe confided “It’s 
not the fines tlial hurt, 
it’s the embarrassment 
of people talking about it 
the whole time ” 


WORST LUCK—You had 
to sympathize with 
American Patty Fendick 
at the US Open. First, 
her mixed doubles 
partner, Ken Flach, 
angrily walked off the 
court during the third 
set of their match with 
Elise Burgin and Laurie 
Warder, causing the 
match to be defaulted. 
Then her doubles 
partner, Zina Garrison, 
limping from right 
ankle and Achilles 
tendon injuries, had to 
withdraw from the 
doubles. 










“The determination is 
not there, the motivation 
is not t];iere and I am too 
proud to be losing to 
players I should not lose 
to. That is why 1 am 
walking away.” 


BEST RETIREE 
(MALE )—One year after 
his doctor told him he 
had “the knees of a 
60-year-old,” Swedish 
clay court specialist 


Kent Carlsson, the rest 
of whom is just 22, 
decided to quit tennis in 
May. Chronic knee 
problems had sidelined 
Carlsson, known for his 
extreme Western grips 
auid unerring, 
ultra-heavy topspin 
shots, for the previous 
10 months. Carlsson 
ranked as high as No. 6 
in 1988. 


don’t think it is right 
that 1 have a chance to 
become No 1 (in 1990) 
without winning a 
major tournament ” 


BEST GRAF 
ACCOLADE —Aftei' a 
rapid-fire 20-minute 
hitting session with 
Steffi Graf just before 
the Australian Open, 
Boris Becker revealed 


BEST OVERSHADOWED 
FLA YEK —Overshadowed 
by kid stars like 
Jennifer Capriati and 
Monica Seles as well as 
veteran champions 
Steffi Graf and Martina 
Navratilova and 
Argentine beauty 
Gabriela Sabatini. 
Miami’s Mary Joe 
Fernandez steadily 
climbed to No. 4 in the 
world. 






























T he inaug-ural 
Triveni 
Grandmasters 
nhess tournament 
held in Delhi recently 
featured a very strong 
field. Apart from 
Viswanathan Anand 
there were two others 
with realistic world 
championship 
ambitions. The top seed 
was the 16-year-old Gata 
Kamsky (USA) who is 
already ranked fifth in 
the world. According to 
experts, he is the 
strongest teenager in 
the history of the game. 

The strongest woman. 
13-year-old Judit 
Polgar, the youngest of 
the famous Hungarian 
tno was also present So 
were her elder sisters 
Zsuzsa and Zsofia. 
Experienced GMs 
Mikhail Chernin (USSR) 
and Eugenio Torre 
(Philippines! were the 
other foreigners m the 
fray. 

P’or most spec;tatoi-s 
the prestige fight 
between Anand and 
Kamsky was the talking 
point. Would Anand be 


able to defend his “turf’ 
against the young Soviet 
defector? What kind of 
form would India's only 
GM display in his last 
serious contest before 
the Candidates match 
with Dreeyev in 
January? 

There were other 
Indians with a lot at 
stake. Dibyendu Barua 
played wonderfully at 
the Novi Sad Olympiad, 
picking up his second 
GM norm in November. 

If he made another norm 
here he would have been 
India’s second GM. 
Thipsay was also in 
good form and looking 
for his second GM norm, 

It all made for an j 

action-packcxl | 

tournament. Anand and : 
Kamsky outclassed the r 
i*est of the field and tied 
for first place. Anand 
however, thrsished 
Kamsky in their 
individual encounter 
Thipsay and Barua 
started hi illiantly with 
wins against Torre and 
Chernin They both went 
into the last round 
needing a win for their 


respective GM norms. It 
was not to be. 

Barua had earlier 
thrown away a totally 
won endgame against 
Zsofia, the middle sister. 
He recovered to draw 
with Kamsky and then 
beat Anand in the 
penultimate round. In 
the last round against 
Zsuzsa, he played 
uncharacteristically 
quiet chess and lost. 

' Thipsay also lost a 
tense last round battle 
with Anand. Both had to 
win and Anand once 
again displayed his 
uncanny ability to hit 
top form at the right 
moment. 

Anand was playing 
here just lo keep his eye 
in. He* would not exert 

Dibyendu Barua I 
played ■ 
wonderfully at ■ 
Novi Sod ■ 
Olympiod, I 
picking up his ■ 
second uM norm ■ 
in November. If ■ 
he mode another I 
norm here he || 
would hove been —i 
India's second xJ 
GM... J 


himself undul3’^ or reveal ! 
any of his preparation | 
for the Candidates | 

match. After this he will j 
go i nto hibernation with , 
his second, Dutch GM { 
John Van DerWiel. ! 

Still, he exceeded the | 

GM norm, maintained i 

his rating and played I 

superbly when he had 
to. His best game was 
the crushing victory 
over Kamsky. 

Three people beat him. 
Against Judit Polgar he 
blundered in a superior 
position and he made i 
errors against D. V. j 

Prasad and Barua when j 
he was trying too hard 
to win. Ho won the other j 
eight games not 
conceding a single 
draw 

Overall, he displayed [ 
remarkable \ 

form and he did not 
give away any secrets. ; 

Dreeyev will be* an i 

anxious man and by my ■ 
reckoning Anand must 
be the favourite going 
into the match. 

Kamsky showed his 
reputation dexjs not 
flatter him. The US Open | 
champion has great 
opening preparation ' 
and terrific endgame i 
technique. He also has a ; 
flair for messy 
middlegame 

complications ' 

Zsuzsa and Judit must 
have been slightly 
disappointed m missing ! 
the GM norm by half a 
point. Chernin and : 

Torre were both in j 

indifferent form while ‘ 
the rest of the Indians 
trailed behind. j 

FINAL STANDINGS: Joint ! 
First) V. Anand and G. j 
Kamsky (8 points) 3rd) J. j 
Polgar & Zsuzsa Polgar I 
(6'/<0 5th) D. Barua &P. i 
Thipsay (6) 7th) E. Torre 
(5^/4) 8th) Zsofia Polgar 
(5) 9th) M. Chernin (5) 

10th) D.V. Prasad (4'/!i) 

11 th) R. Ravisekhar (3) I 
12th)N.S.Babu(2) • , 
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With medium 
pace mortality 
abnormally 
hi^h, several 
quick bowlers 
have 

represented 
India over the 
years, but 
nobody has 
really survived. 
You have 
Kulkami, 
Chetan. R.P. 


azdan 


Ankolaand 
others, but for 
the new ball 
only Kapil’s 
name comes 
readily to mind 


K apil’s lament in practically every interview is abo4t lack of 
support ‘from the other end.' With medium pace mortality 
abnormally high, several quick bowlers have represented India 
over the years but nobody has really survived. You have RajU 
rni, Chetan Sharma, R.P. Singh, Robin Singh, Vivek Razdan, 
Salil Ankola and others, but for the new ball only Kapil's name comes 
readily to mind. 

Kapil may have acknowledged—temporarily—Manoj Prabhakar as 
his tutor, but among young bowlers hopes now rest with Delhi’s Atul 
Wassan. 

The question is; is he any different from others who have played and 
promptly perished? 

Perhaps yes, for two reasons. One, he has emerged on the strength of 
outstanding success in domestic cricket—39 wickets in a Ranji season 
is really an exceptional performance. Hence he does not owe his place to 
whimsical selection or accommodation of regional interest. Two, the 
guy’s quick, talented, young, willing to listen and wofk. 

1 remember a .senior Delhi pro telling me more than two seasons ago 
(when Wassan was only a university cricketer on the periphery of the 
Delhi team) “if he gets a break, woh chaljayega." At the moment 
Wassan’s career is, what’s it called, at the crossroads Began 
impressively in New Zealand, slipped in England, missed Sharjah due 
to in,jury. Has kept his place on the basis of ‘potential’, but ii he fails to 
get his act together he could be consigned to the dustbin of anonymity. 

Commenting on Wassan one senior player observed that he is in the 
process of learning that Ranji and Tests are entii-ely different 
propositions. Things are not totally rosy—has lost rhythm, injuries 
have plagued him and the bowling arm is somewhat rounder. Basically: 
compared to last season he has lost ground. 

“I’ve sorted out ray problems.” feels Wassan. “Last year I suffered a 
freak injury before Sharjah. While bowling, my left foot got stuck in the 
follow through, my upper body moved but the left elbow struck my ribs 
so hard that they cracked The injury put me out of action for a while. 
But now the ribs have healed and I am fully fit. I am determined to do 
well and secure my place in the Indian team ” 


W HEN someone mentioned “blind cricket” my first reaction was 
of extreme suspicion. And curiosity. Cricket is difficult 
enough with two eyes and if sight is impaired, or absent, how 
does one cope? 

Truged along to see the blind play cricket and believe me my eyes 
opened. 19 teams were around from different parts of the country 
participating in the inaugural TaU Steel Cup, and the players seemed to 
manage quite well. A total of 5 centuries were scored—Vema Narayan 
of Bangalore hit 1 76 not out while Anand Sharma scored an unbeaten 
151 in the finals. The players hit shots, held catches, applauded, 
cheered and genei-ally had a rollicking time. 

The blind play cricket by the oar as the batsman hears the ball 
(specially made with ball bearings mside that make a tinkling sound) 
instead of seeing it. Bowling is underarm and deliveries must land 
within the bowlers half of the wicket to be legal, enabling the batsmen 
to gauge the direction. 

Explained George Abraham, the moving force behind the 


Just try playing witi 
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Ths blind play oriclcat 
by the ear as tha 
batsman hears the bait 
(ball bearings are put 
inside so that it makes 
a sound) instead of 
seeing H 


tournament: “Sports, and cricket, are a vehicle for rehabilitation. It 
improves mobility. Prom experience it is noticed that by playing 
actively a blind person’s confidence increases as does coordination. 
Moreover the keenness of competition helps build up leadership 
qualities and team vror^.” 

like other kids of their age the blind are extremely enthusiastic about 
cricket. They are real experts. capable of reeling off details of 
Tendulkar or Gavaskar which would stagger statistician BB Mama. 
Says George Abraham: “They always follow the Indian team. Even if 
matches are on in Australia or the West Indies they stay awake 
listening to the commentary. ’’ 

No wonder, when Kapil Dev dropped in to watch the tournament 
there was mass hysteria. He was mobbed as everyone reached to touch 
him to find out, as someone said, “Jci kis mitti ka bans hua hai. "(What is 
he made of?) 

Said an overwhelmed Kapil: "The experience of watching these kids 
play was really unique. It is amazing. Just try playing with your eyes 
shut. The kids were hitting so well—it was absolutely unbelievable." 


B AJINOER GOEL, a man of few words and many, many wickets 
once said that playing for India had become very “easy”. 

Specially for bowlers. People with not even 10 first-class wickets 
in their careers have made it, he said, not without a touch of 
ed bitterness. 

While Goel was perhaps obliquely referring to Maninder Singh, many 
agree with the general drift of his views. There have been many 
instances of young bowlers slipping into the Indian team on th^ 
strength of promise or potential, not performance. Salil Ankola went to 
Pakistan, we were informed," because the Manager would loi^ after 


vour eyes shut...” 


Kapil Dev 









Evidently, 
Maninder Singh 
failed to cope 
with the 
relentless 
scrutiny of 
international 
cricket. Also, 
his bowling 
failed to adjust 
to the differing 
demands of 
one-day and 
Test cricket. 
Maninder 
started bowling 
fiat and 
defensive 


him.’’ Vivek Razdan represented India without, playing- Ranji. Now 
Saradindu Mukherjcc with only 4 Ranp matches for Bengal and 
hardly any wickets is already there 

Strangely, while the young bowlers make it quickly they do not last 
the distance And for them staging a comeback becomes doubly 
difficult. Once dropped the young bowler stays dropped and quietly 
disappears from the scene 

One person in such wilderness is Delhi's. Maninder Singh, Hailed as a 
teenaged prodigy, the logical heir to Bishon Bedi's artful left arm spin, 
Maninder arrived arousing huge expectations But things soured He 
quickly lost his place and his confidence. And now, there appears to be 
no light at the end of the tunnel. 

But why should things foul up for someone so obviously talented as 
Maninder? There arc no clear answers in such things said an obseiwer, 
but evidently Maninder failed to cope with the relentless scrutiny of 
international cricket Also, his bowling failed to adjust to the differing 
demands of ono-day and Test cricket Maninder started bowling flat and 
defensive. 

What was worse was his bowling action came unstuck. 
Experimentation caused kws of rhy'lim which led to panic and further 
experimentation, “it was strange," said a team mate," as it looked he 
had a different action for every session of play. He appeared confused 
and little went right for him last season." 

Fortunately, Maninder is on the mend and seems to have extricated >; 
himself from his personal mess. Took 10 wickets in his season’s first 
Ranji game and that was just the Nasha he was looking for. He is now 
more assured and is approaching the rest of the season with more poise. 

Said Gurcharan Singh, Maninder’s long-time coach, "He is still the 
best left-arm spinner in the country. His towling had developed certain 
flaws but he has worked very hard right through the summer and the 
problems have been ironed out. 1 am sure his performances will 
convince everyone. ” # 
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How OBBity this picture from the Wiiis trophy couid be misunderstood for 
'player arrogance’. But suiieiy there is a better place and a better time to ask 

for an autograph? 





The Indian Hockey Federation 
managed to go tnrough the 
formalities of staging the 
Nationals. The cold and the rain 
at Jammu were merely 
supporting actors in the farce. 
Novy Kapadia reports 



HOCKEY 


Cedric In The Dumps 


A notable abeentee at the Jammu Nationals, 
was the articulate and visionary Bombay 
coach,Cedric D’Souza. Why was he missing? 

No easy answers were forthcoming. The hock¬ 
ey fraternity was astonished by his absence. 
After his success with Bombay in the Gwalior 
Nationals in 1989, Cedric was billed as a future 
India coach. 

Bombay’s talented international inside- 
forwai’d Edgar Mascarenhas was terse and 
non-commital. "Cedric did not come for per¬ 
sonal reasons." Skipper-cum-coach Joaquim 
Carvalho said: “Nocomments.” Centre-forward 
Dairyl D'Souza and left-half John Fernadez 
said: "We missed Cedric’s analysis of oppo¬ 
nents and clever tactics." 

However, the most disparaging remark was 
by Bombav Hockey Association member and 
IHF’s Chief Technical delegate, P.S. Sujlana. 
Explaining Cedric's absence, Sujlana said; 
"Cedric was no aiach. Success in 1989 went to 
his head Bombay won m 1989 due to the 
clever scheming of Marcellus Gomes. Cedric 
capitalised on this and made too many de¬ 
mands. So we sacked him as Bombay’s coach 
this year ” 

Another view which emerged was that Ced¬ 
ric D'Souza was disgusted that the Nationals 
were being played on grass and so refused to 
c»ach. Reputed as a thinking coach, Cedric 
must now be aware of Rudyard Kipling's twin 
impostors,of success and failure. 

In 1989, he was hailed as the raessiah of 
Indian hockey Erstwhile SAI officers,BVP Rao 
and D.K. Chatlerjee wanted Cedric to study 
hockey coaching in West Germany for a year 
before becoming National coac;h. Now he is 
down in the dumps. What is in store for Cedric 
in 1991'> 


T O the Indian 
Hockey 
Federatuwi 
(IHF), sponsors 
are mere trifle. 
In 1988. it was 
the Wills national 
championship at 
Lucknow and Delhi In 
1989, it became the 
Burton nationals at 
Delhi and Gwalior This 
year, it was the Lifebuoy 
nationals on grass at 
.lamrnu The IHF 
changes sponsors like a 
fashionable model. 
disi:arding yesterday s 
apparel. 

Why can't the IHF 
maintain a good liason 
with their sponsors" The 
answer is obvious The 
IHF are seemingly 
unserious about the 
conduct of the nationals 
Just about a decade ago. 
the nationals were t he 
ultimate hockey 
tournament of the 
country. The 
championship lasted at 
least two weeks. 

In 1990, 50 matches of 
the nationals were 
played in just seven 
days 37 league matches 
were played m a mere 
three days, at three 
different venues. 

Balwinder Singh of 
Railways belna foiled by 
Indian AirlinesKeeper AB 
Subblah in the final 
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Unseasonal rain, led to 
matches on two days 
being postponed and the 
schedule on the first day 
was also curtailed. This 
led to a crisis, as 
Doordarshan’s 
ultimatum for the 
telecast of the final had 
to be complied with. 

The organisers were 
in a dilemma. Harrass 
the players and make 
them play at times two 
matches a day or 
postpone the final and 
forget about live 



coverage. Which one 
was it going to be? The 
choice was clear. If 
money was to be 
obtained from the 
sponsors, live telecast 
was essential. Hence the 
hectic schedule. The 
Association of Indian 
Hockey Players (AIHP) 
grumbled about the 
exacting schedule. 
Office-bearers Sujit 
Kumar and Hardeep 
Singh (Haryana) talked 
about issuing an 
ultimatum. But the 


hockey players union 
lacks guts. They have no 
Gavaskar orKapil Dev 
or even Arun Lai to take 
on the establishment. 
Railways, Orissa, U.P., 
Goa, Patiala. Madhya 
Bharat all played two 
matches a day without a 
murmur of protest. 

Organising secretary 
Avtar Singh and 
assistant Ravinderpal 
Singh deserve kudos for 
crisis management. 
When their venues were 
waterlogged, they 











euranged for two new 
venues, the BSF 
grounds and the 
Gandhinagar Ashram 
cxjmplex Jammu hosted 
the nationals for tiie 
first time and naturally 
were keen to make a 
good impreasion. 

The game would have 
got a boost if the IHF 
ensured that the 
nationals are conducted 
properly. There should 
be fewer' matches per 
day If one centre cannot 
hold all matches, they 
can he held at different 
cities. 

At Jammu, the 
population of abc.)ut 4 
lakhs and the migrants 
from Kashmir, saw 
Lifebuoy hoardings and 
posters at every nook 
and corner. It looked 
more like an ad. 
campaign for Lifebuoy 
than the hockey 
nationals. A true case of 
the tail wagging the 
dog. The IHF would do 
well to learn 













The Last Of A Rare Breed? 


A rafteshing sight at the Jammu NatioxxalB 
wae the adulatimi that hockey stars 
reoeived ftom an appreciative publio. Pargat 
Singh, Jsgt^ Singh and R.P. Singh got the 
adulation and applause normally reserved for 
cricket stars. 

The most popular player in Jammu was 
undoubtedly Pargat Singh. Every time he 
moved up with the ball, a tumultous roar 
reverberated around the Maulana Azad 
stadium. Pargat missed the league phase, as 
he was on duty for the Asia XI, at the 
Inter-Continental Cup at Kuala Lumpiu-. 

Succeds at the Malaysian capital added to 
Pargat’s popularity. When he first played in 
the quarter-finals vs UP, schoolboys from 
Jammu thronged the stadium chanting, 
‘Target, Pargat.” He was cheered everytime he 
touched the After the final he was 

beseiged by autograph himters and later had 
to be rescued by the organisers. 

Pleasantly surprised at such admiration, 
Pargat admitted, '‘Winning the 
Int«r-Continental Cup as captain of Asia had 
added to my stature. People called me world 
champion.” Echoing Tony Grieg’s famous 
remark, Pargat also said; “Everybody likes to 
be treated as a hero, so I am happy that as a 


hockey player I have got such applause.” 

R.P. Singh was the second most popular 
player. The angry young man of Indian 
hockey, R.P. endeared himself to the flans with 
bis da^ and commitment. Critical of staging 
the Nationals on gprass, R.P. candidly said: 
“The Nationals was a tamasha. ” However the 
crowds gasped at R.P.'s dash in penally 
comers. It was always a breathtaking sight. 
Such was his dash, that in all six matches, 
none of the Railways opponents could take a 
proper strike at goal o^penalty corners. 

Using speed to foil penalty corners has 
become R.P. Singh’s forte. He smd, "Since the 
BMW tournament in June nobody has scored a 
penalty corner against my team. In the BMW 
tournament, I foiled experts like Bovelander 
and in the Asian Games I did not let any 
Pakistani or Malaysian or Korean aim 
properly at goal. In the Nationals, I did the 
same for Railways.” The weapon of speed has 
added to RFs repertoire. He is now in the 
mould of Pakistan’s legendary 
ex-right-winger Islauhuddin, who foiled ten 
penalty corner attempts by India’s Mukhbain 
Singh in the 1972 Munich Olympics by sheer 
spe^ off the mark. 
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The jubilant Railways 
prayers with the 




symbol of hockey 
supremacy 

support of the State 
government. The 
Director of Youth 
Welfare and Sports, Mr. 
Nasir Ahmed Khan, 
revealed that they had 
paid Rs 1-85 lakhs to 
the organisers. The IHF 
terms for participants is 
not extraordinary. 
Players are paid Rs. 50 
per head per day and 
given first class train 
fare. So with the money 
collected, staging a slick 
nationals should not be, 
difficult. But does the 
IHF have the will to do 
the same? That is the 
question. 


T he Jammu 

nationals did not 
reveal any 

extraordinary talent. 














But there were many 
new umpires on display. 
With eight veteran 
umpires suspended, it 
was as international 
A.S. Bawasaid, "a great 
opportunity for younger 
umpires." At the Jainmu 
nationals, there were no 
international grade 
umpires, Kuku Walia, 
T.S. Bhullar, R.S. Sodhi 
and Satmder Walia are 
all suspended Some 
were suspended for very 
petty reasons. Kuku 
Walia, who supervised 
the 1987-89 finals, for a 
dispute about television 
commentary and 
Bhullar for organising a 
local tournament at 
Jalandhar. In both 
cases, it was not 
connected with 
supervision and the IHF 
could have resolved the 
case if they were serious 
about the proper cond¬ 
ucting of the nationals. 

Instead of blending 
new umpires with senior 
umpires, the IHF opted 
entirely for the new 
brigade. Hence decisions 
were often inconsistent 
and erratic. In the tense 
Indian Airlines vs 
Punjab semi-final, 
umpire Puran Singh, a 
former Western Railway 
player, was lax about 
abusive language. 
Punjab's burly full back 
Ravinder Singh uttered 
reviling abuse as he 
questioned the umpire's 
decision The abuse 
could be heard in the 
stands, but Puran 
merely verbally 
cautioneil the player 
instead of showing him 
the green or yellow card. 
For similai- incidents. 
Bombay's 
skipper-cum-c-oach 
ex-01.ympiaii Joaquim 
Carvalho and cui'rent 
international John 
f'ernandez were shown 
yellow cards in the 
opening minutes of their 





Tight 

security St the Maulana 
Azadstsdium. 
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Why The Dearth Of Goals 


mappflE stotistics compiled by K.N. Dubey, joint secretary of tide Madhya Bharat Hockey 

■ Association and technical delegate of the IHF, amply revml the paucity at talent and 

H goals at the recent 54th Lifebuoy National Hock^ Championships at Jaxnmu. 

Cobey's statistics show that in all 187 goals were scored in 50 matches. Ctf this tally, 108 
were field goals, 61 from penalty-comers and 18 fiom penalty strokes. Pur^ab’s 
centre-forward Olympian Gundeep Kumar emerged as the top-scorer wito six goals in six 
matcdieB. He scored the only hat-trick of the tournament, when Punjab trounced Himachal 
Pradesh 6-0 In aPool E league match. 

Bengal's centre-forward Abdul Hakeem and inside-right Davinder %ngh scored four goals 
each in a match but they weren’t hat-tricks. They achieved this feat in Beo^al’e resounding 
12-1 win over Assam in their opening Pool G match. Incidentally, this was the highest victory 
margin of the championship. Hakeem finished as the second highest top-scorer with five 
goals fiom four matches. Davinder and Pxuijab’s left-winger Ram Saran scored four goals 
each. However, Davinder’s goals came from only one match. He played three matches in all. 
Ram Scored four goals in six matclies. 

M.P. Singh, James Kerketta, Balwinder Singh and U.P.’s inside-left Mohammed Nasir 
scored three goals each. Besides Bengal, the only other team to win by a double figure margin 
were champions Indian Railways. They beat Vidarbha 10-1 in a Pool A league match. 

The tally of the 187 goals was at least 75 less than the 1989 Gwalior Nationals. Two major 
reasons were cited for this paucity of goals. Indian Airlines manager Misbah-ul-Hassan said: 
“Except for five matches on the first day, all leagrue matches were reduced to sixty minutes. 
This made it easier for weaker teams to defend. Stronger teams had lesser time to score 
goals.” 

Another major factor were the grass pitches. Whilst the grass pitches at the Maulana Azad 
stadium and University ground were satisfactory, the grounds at the Gandhi Nagar complex 
and the BSF grounds were bumpy. Bombay’s skipper. ex-Olympian Joaquim Carvalho said; 
"On uneven grounds trapping was difficxilt. This led to erratic hockey and fewer goals." 

Punjab’s coach, 1980 and 1984 Olympian Charanjit Kiunar exphuned the hazards of 
playing on grass. “If we had played on astro-truf, we would have won all our three Pool E 
matches by eight to twelve goals .Instead a weak team like Rajasthan held \m gcxtUess till 
half-time, before losing 0-3. Our speedy forwards could not function effectively on grass. It 
was easier for defences to stop forwards on grass pitches. Thus fewer goals were scored at the 
Jammu Nationals.” 

Dubey also revealed that 89 green and nine yellow cards were shown in the entire 
championships. Two players, Tanvir Jamal of Madhya Bharat and Victor Moses of Andhra 
Pradesh were shown the red card for abusive langruage. Interestingly, both the 1989 and 1990 
Nationals were decided on the tie-breaker. However last year, Bombay even won their 
semi-final via the tie-breaker. In the 1989 final tie-breaker. Bombay’s custodian Mark 
Patterson saved twice. However in the 1990final, neither Airlines nor the Railways custodian 
saved a single scoop. Railways scored with all five attempts. 



quarter-final vs 
^rvices. by umpire 
W .A. Roman of Madhya 
Bharat. No wonder 
ex-Olympian full back 
Vineet Kumar flA) said, 
“umpiring at the 
nationals was very 
inconsistent and at 
times very weak, so the 
players always tried to 
pressurise them." 

Shakeel Qureishi 
(Bhopal) and Harbans 
Singh (Patiala) 


supervised the final. It 
was their first national 
final. Both were 
competent but slightly 
theatrical and tentative. 
In the second half, 
Harbans made a major 
faus pax. He showed the 
yellow card to Railway’s 
right half Nirmal Singh 
for striking lA’s left 
winger Atif Idi-is on the 
knee. Actually the 
popular Pargat Singh 
had struck the blow. 


Either Harbans was 
overawed by Pargat’s 
reputation and so 
dismissed Nirmal as 
co.mpensation or it was 
an error of judgement. 
In either case such 
decisions mar an 
umpire’s reputation. 

Chief technical 
delegate P.S. Sujlana 
had briefed the 
assembled umpires on 
the interpretation of 
rules but consistency 


was lacking when 
decisions were made. 
Punjab’s coach, the 1980 
and 1984 Olympian, 
Charanjit Kumai- 
rightly said, 
“inconsistent umpiring 
is also a cause of 
deteriorating 
standards.” Thus it is 
obvious the IHF needs to 
do a lot of re-thinking, if 
the nationals are not to 
become in R.P. Singh’s 
words “a tamasha." • 










W INTER in 
Calcutta, 
close enough 
to heaven to 

earth. An 

toaggerration? Not, if 
you were at the Dakshin 
Kalikata (DKS) last 
week. 

Soft sunshine, cool 
breeze, hot coffee, 
tennis. 

Absolutely delicious. 
And everyone was 
haopy. Weil almost. 


like in the final, when he 
dropped the first set to 
Piperno, must learn that 
it is better to be efficient 
than theatrical—read 
that as dominating the 
match from the 
beginning,iather than 
being forced into 
situations of pressure. 
Yet,jetlag or not, the kid 
wins and so there's little 
to complain about. His 
baseline patience was 
indicating of a new 




but showed fine courage 
to come back and 
throttle her 6-2,3-6,6-3. 
Reddy was flat, with too 
many errors, and totally 
destroyed by the 
effrontery of 
Krishnamurthy’s 
repeated drop shots. 

Pretty thrilled also 
was Sandeep Kirtane, on 
his admirable progress 
to the semi-finals. For 
one so slight, he 
generates impressive 


became too hot to handle 
for K.O. Ram^ and 
Oaurav Natekar^ But 
Kirtane lost some nerve 
against the net-rushing 
Paes, trying to do to 
much with his returns, 
littering the court with 
so many needless 
unforced errors that it 
resembled a mini 
garbage dump. An 
interesting talent, but at 
17 he must move fast. 

Enrico Piperno 
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Leander Paes was. 

You know that fresh 
faced kid with the 
Satanic volleys. Came 
back victorious from 
Australia on Simday, 
played three matches on 
Monday, and did his 
ustial 

enatching-victory-from- 
the-jaws-of-defeat act. 
Or to put in better 
perspective, ‘Chuby’ 
Narendrapath, his 
opponent, did a 
snatohing-defeat-from- 
the-jaws-of-viotory act. 

Chubby had Leander 
down 6-3,4-2 and let 
him go. Paes svmtually 
won 3-6,6-4, hut 


maturity, and one 
scorching hack hand 
down-the-hne pass that 
left the smell of cordite 
behind had us 
wondering what he eats 
for limch. G^lnpowder? 

Janaki 

Krishnamxirthy was 
happy too. 
Chubby-cheeked and 
bouncy, she has a 
charmingly relaxed 
style of play which 
makes you wonder 
whether even on court 
she’s lost in the Mills & 
Boon romances that she 
reads. She had 
Aradhna n a Reddy by 
the throat, let her go, 


The winter 
good-cheer 
nosedived when 
Zeeshan Ali 
forfeited his semi 
final against 
Enrico Piperno 


pace with bis whippy 
groundstrokes. And 
when he combined that 
with a calm 
self-assurance, he 


sported a wry smile 
too—^he played some fine 
tennis, his best for some 
time, to take the first set 
from Paes in the final, 
but on oo\xrt at least the 
student dictates the 
moves. If Pipamo has 
the guile of a fox, his 
ward has the instincts of 
a hunter—their battles 
therefore are a 
refreshing blend of 
intelleot and muscle. 

The winter good-eheer 
nose dived, but only 
momentarily, when 
Zeeshan Ali, forfaited 
his semi final against 
Piperno dticg a 
redurring Injury. The 
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Leander Paes 
won. You know, 
that fresh faced 
kid with the 
Satanic volleys 


Masters was All's return 
to competitive play after 
weeks of injury, and all 
looked well as he 
strolmd fluently to i;' 
victory in his first two 
matches. Then his back 4 
went, in the places ,f 

rendering all 

expecationsofaduel ;|i 
with Paes—who is 
better, is the question 
that remains 
unanswered for all. 

Kthere was a further f? 
dampner in the broader y 
perspective, it was the 
absence of a bright new 
shinging f: 

talent—nothing to i 
invigorate the senses. 
Saiurav Panja, now at 
Nandan Bal's academy <« 

at Pune, who won the !' 

junior round-robin r | 

event, is touted as the 
next potential I f 

champion. Hopefully, he || 

wiU not get bogged '# > 

down in the marshes of 
satisfied mediocrity that 
befalls moat Indian 
sportsmen. fl; 

DKS deserve much ^ 

credit for a slicdc and {)^ 

tastefully oiganised ^ 1 ’ 

tournament, as does % 

Sards Plywood for their 
continued financial s 

inputs, This year in fact, 
by offering Rb 36,000 to ® 

the men's champion, it t*; 

became the country’s 
behest prize money 
tourxuunent. 















MAILBAQ 


Time For Clumge 


T hough it was heartening to 
see Azhar winning his first 
Test as a captain by a convincing 
margin, Kapil coming back to 
form, and Venkatpathy Raju 
i proving himself to be a good 
spinner, it was shocking to see the 
attitude of the crowd towards Ravi 
Shastri. It was very unsupportive 
on the part of the crowd there to 
i chant ‘Hai Hai Shastri' every time 
i something happened on the field. 
They seem to have forgotten that 
he is back in the teeim on the basis 
of his superlative performances in 
domestic cricket and in England, 
i His authoritative 88 in the 1st 
I innings against Lanka was a treat 
I to watch. He is a cricketer who has 
1 proved that grit and perseverence 
pays. 

RAJIBMISRA, 

Sambalpur. 

Congratula ttwisl ■■■—■ 

I T was a proud and thrilling 
moment for us Indians when 
Kapil Dev claimed his 376th 
wicket to cross Ian Botham’s 
record. Now only the record of 
Richard Hadlee remains before he 
becomes the best. Kapil has got 
back his wicket-capturing ability, 
and this has got his confidence 
back. He can now go all out to 
prove his critics wrong. 

SRINIVAR NY APATHY, 
Rajahmundry. 

A^ream Come True ■■■■■■■ 

N ew ZEALAND’S annihilation 
in the aeiies against the 
Pakistanis confirmed what Imran 
Khan had said about the Kiwis 
before the series. Even though 
New Zealand's manager had 
demanded disciplinary action 
against the Khan, in the end it 
was fruitless because Imran had 
the last laugh. 

However Imram Khan's 
prejudice at considering his 
opponents matchless before the 
I series did not fit a man of his 
stature. 

S. HUSSAIN. 

Dibrugarh. 

64 .. 


All The Best 



C ONGRATULATIONS to Azhar 
and his men for giving us our 
first Test victory after 14 Tests. 
The convincing margin by which 
we won has once again given us 
faith in the Indian team. Kapil Dev 
also reached a personal landmark 
when he become the 2nd highest 
wicket-taker in the world. Hope 
his dreams of becoming the 
highest wicket-taker in the world 
also come true soon. All the best to 
Kapil Dev and to the Indian team 
for the forthcoming tournaments. 
SUBRATSAMAL. 

BurJa. 

Shot In the Ann— 

V OICES in the issue dated 28th 
Nov-4th Dec revealed 
Gavaskar’s care for his former 
colleague Kapil Dev when he said 
that Kapil had not got his due 
Kapil’s involvement in the game is 
an object lesson to youngesters. 
There is no doubt that Kapil came, 
saw and conquered the cricketing 
world with his belligerent 
approach.His recent achievement 
of equalling Botham’s record is a 


shot in the arm for the seniormost 
Indian cricketer 
C.K. SUBRAMANIAM, 

Madras. 


Out With It ■■■■■■■— 

I N the modern woj-ld 
where war is ‘impasse’ and peace 
is ‘avant garde' somehow the 
brutal sport of boxing cannot be 
cherished by genuine 
sportslovers. While we advocate 
less violence on the field in soccer, 
hockey and other sports, how can 
we let a man (so called boxer or 
pugilist) brutally attacking 
another man, be called a sport? 
While amateur boxing is 
somewhat moderate in brutality, 
professional boxing is not. If 
boxing can be supported then 
maybe we should also bring back 
the ancient Roman sport of man 
fighting animals m a coliseum. 
Boxing, with its adverse effect on 
boxers and watchers, should be 
banned as it no way fits in the 
world where culture, civilization 
and sophistication are in vogue. 
S.SURESH, 

Madurai 
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Former 
international 
ShoblMr Ali 
went to 
Stuttgart 
(Germany) for 
a course and 
come bock 
home with a 
Trainer's 
Licence 


I had the rare 
opportunity of 
attending a 
six-week course 
for Coaches in Training 
at a sports-schule 
(sports school) at Ruit 
(near Stuttgart) 
Conducted by the 
Deutshen Fussball Bund 
(DPB), the programme 
culminated after an 
examination, each 
successful candidate 
being awarded a Trainer 
Licence by the DFB. And 
of course I was thrilled 
to be a recipient of the 
licence. 

But before obtaining 
the licence I had to 
undertake a two-day 
course on first-aid and 
the rules of the game. If 
all goes fine, the 
referees’ association will 
certify that lam 
conversant with the 
Rule Book. In fact, it 
waq while getting the 
Trainer Licence that I 
understood why 
(3ermany is such a force 
in world soccer. 

How is the course 
conducted? Throughout 
the day we are given 
theoiitical and practice 
lesBons and then shown 
vid^. Eiverything 
beii^done 

profo^onaily and in all 


Learning From 


The Germans / 


seriousness. The 
coaches had also 
arranged for me to 
witness the training 
sessions and matches of 
the Stuttgart 
Bundesliga team (one 
name in the team was a 
familiar one: G. 
Buchwald, a member of 
the World Cup winning 
German team and 
Basualdo, a member of 
the Argentine team who 
had played along with 
Maradona in midfield). 


developing talent. That 
is, all the teams must 
have their own 
age-group (which also 
participates in the 
age-group leegue) of 
6-8, 8-10,10-12,12-14, 
14-16 and 16-18 years. 
This system helps in 
overall growth. It is 
cumpulsory to have 
these age-group teams 
and those who shirk are 
often fined by tlrn 
association. 

But one good thing 



Weekends didn’t go to 
waste either. In the 
company of referee 
Abser Sattar, I had the 
pleasure of seeing 
league matches of 
different divisions in 
and around Heilbronn 
and Stuttgart. What was 
unique was that even 
teams in remote places 
have a sports hall, 
football hall, restaurant, 
gym. 

The whole football 
system in Germany is 
structured in a manner 
where all teams are 
responsible for 


The author with Sommer 
(leW, who played for the 
DDR 22 timee, and 
Buchwald, one of the 
stalwarte of the West 
German team that won 
the World Cup 1990 

about this system—and 
the reason for its 
success—is that all the 
teams have sponsors. 
With all players above 
18 years of age able to 
play in the Bimdesliga, I 
had the opportunity to 
watch some Bundesliga 
matches, Bundespokal 
(Bundes Cup) and youth 
matches. The standard 


at each level was 
unbelievably high, with 
Pairplay encouraged 
right from the 
beginning. 

The Bundesliga also 
attracts players from 
Africa and other 
continents. As a result 
of this exposure, 

Africa’s soccer standard 
has gone up. FIFA, just 
the other day, even 
agreeing to a third team 
for future World Cup 
finals. Even teams from 
the Gulf regions go 
through camps in 
Germany. I sincerely 
believe this kind of 
continuous 

international exposure 
especially to nations 
having a very high 
standard, can help in 
improving the standard 
of weaker nations. 

Referees meet once a 
• month. An instructor 
(expert) from the 
Association takes the 
class by explaining in 
detail the proceedings 
on video and slides. 

There being three 
centres in Wiirttemberg, 
Absar Sattar and I had 
the pleasure of 
attending one such 
class. 

In Germany, each 
team has to register a 
referee (not in age 
group). If they don’t 1 

they are fined. The 
referee of one 
district/province 
officiates match of 
another 

distxiot/province. The 
posting of the referee is 
done 15-20 days in 
advance, while in the 
Bundesliga it is just 2-3 
days before the matches. 

Ifeel we can take a few 
tips too. • 












CALCUTTA 


IIIte^State Squash 


J AHANGIR PANDOLE did the 
star turn for Maharashtra in the 
final of the inter-state squash 
championship which concluded at 
the Calcutta Rackets Club 
recently. After old warhorse Raj 
Manchanda and Sandeep Singh 
gave Services a two-nil lead. 
Pandole checked the slide with a 
resounding 9-5, 9-7,9-2 victory 
over Rajdeep Brar in the third 
match. 

It was then left to national 
champion Adrian Ezra and former 
national title holder Meherwan 
Daruwala to beat Arjan Singh and 
Ravtnder Malik, respectively, and 
win the championship for 
Maharashtra. 

The Pandole versus Brar match 
turned out to be the main 
attraction of the final. The 
Rackets Club reverberated to the 
defeaning roar of the motley 
audience who had turned up to 
witness the final day's 
proceedings 
Every good point in the 
Brar-Pandole tie was lustily 
cheered. Pandole won the first 
game m 18 minutes, and ran up a 


The Maharashtra team were the 
Inter-State Squash champions 

good 6-1 lead in the second before 
Brar pulled up his socks to draw 
level at 7-7. But the Bombay lad 
produced two splendid winners to 
wrap up the game. The third game 
was just a cakewalk for Pandole, 
the 9-2 scoreline being enough 
evidence 

Earlier on, Sandeep Singh drew 
first blood for Services needing 
just over half an hour to send a 
rash-stroking Rishad Pandole 
crashing to a 5-9,0-9 and 6-9 
defeat. 

It was former champion 
Manchanda’s turn next to outwit 
Darius Surti of Maharashtra. The 
ageing Services player was all 
gp*ace as he disguised the drops 
well and the lobs simply had Surti 
out of place. For Manchanda, it 
was victory in 33 minutes 

But coming to classic squash, it 
was undoubtedly the Adrian Ezra 
and Arjan Singh tie that delighted 
with some fine strokes. Adrian 
needed just six minutes to wrap 
up the first game 9-1. But the 
national champion lost his 
concentration in the second and 
Arjan fought back with a 10-8 
win. 

But Adrian would have nothing 
of that as he took the next two 
games at 9-3 and 9-5. 



It was pretty easy for Daruwala 
against Malik. The gangling 
Daruwala despatched Malik 
9-2,9-5, 9-3 in about 28 minutes, 
to give Maharashtra the Sam 
Maneckshaw Trophy. 

A Correspondmit 

Eastern India 
Equestrian 


M an and beast worked tandem 
at the Classic Eastern India 
equestrian championship which 
was held at the Tollygunge Club 
course recently. 

The championships, which 
bring together some of the 
country’s best riders as well as the 
novices, threw up some sparkling 
performances and some nailbiting 
finishes. 

The Open jumping was one of 
the closest events on the final day. 
Jibraj Singh on Top Elite had to gfo 
for a jiunp-off to snatch the title 
away from West Bengal Police's 
Joginder Singh on Battleaxe in 
the event. 

A.S. Orewal won the best 
performer rider’s award astride 
Starling. 

So u m H raBoee 














TRIVANDRUM 


National Junior 
Handball 


lllHERE was mixed luck for 
j| Kerala in the 13th edition of the 
National Junior Handball 
Ch ampionship. In the final, 
played at the Jimmy George 
Indoor Stadium, the Kerala girls 
dethroned Punjab wliile the boys 
team went down fighting tri 
Jammu-Kaahmir. 

Last year’s runnei - up 
Jammu-Kashmir had to sweat 
hard for victory (18-13) in the 
boy’s final against Kerala. They 
led 7-6 at the break, but soon the 
hosts levelled the score and went 
on to lead 11-9. At this stage, the 
game was interrupted for 15 
minutes due to a power failure. 
When the game re-started. 
Jammu-Kashmir was altogether a 


different side scoring goals at 
will. 

Dheeraj Nagpal (6 goals) and 
Suvinder Dagra excelled for the 
champions. Kerala’s A. Banerjee 
netted 4 goals. 

Earlier in the boys semi-finals, 
the eventual champions overcame 
stiff opposition from Punjab, 
19-17. while Kerala upset holders 
Andhra Pradesh 24-28 (10-10 
HT). 

Kerala, who were clearly the 
sujjerior side, outscored holders 
Rinjab 17-14 to claim the girls 
crown. The winners were leading 
10-6 at half time. In the second 
session. Punjab fought back and 
reduced the margin to 13-14, but 
were unable to keep up the tempo. 
Kerala’s UshaNandini (8 goals) 
and aptain Sheeba Mathew were 
in excellent form. For Punjab, 
Gurpeet Kaur scored 7 goals 

The Kerala girls team were the 

winners of the junior handball 
national championships 


In the girls semi-final, Kerala 
sneaked past Manipur 12-11 (8-4 
HT) while Punjab defeated 
Maharashtra 15-10. 

About 600 players representing 
various States and Union 
Territories took part in the 
championship which lasted a 
week. K. Pankajakshan. State 
I^abour Minister distributed the 
prizes. 


Anataly Karpov Chess 


N r ANILKUMAR of Thrisoor 
retained his title in the XIV Ail 
Kerala Anatoly Chess tournament 
held at the House of Soviet 
Culture. 

In the eighth and final round, 
N.R Anilkumar defeated state 
junior champion Jyothilal of 
Trivandrum. But he was tied with 
former state champion Abdul 
Majeed (Calicut) and O.T. 
Anilkumar (Calicut) at OVa pts. On 
better progressive score, N.R. 
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Agam Vasani, the individual 
champion in the state aquatics 
championships, receiving the 
award from Mr Vijaya Raghavan, 
President, Karnataka Swimming 
Association 




MANGALORE 


State Aquatics 


T he Karnataka state level junior 
and sub-junior aquatic 
championships was held at the 
Corporation Swimming pool in 
Mangalore recently. As many as 
three hundred swimmers in five 
group categories participated in 
over 90 events conducted by 
Mangalore Aquatic Club under 
the auspices of the Karnataka 
Swimming Association. 

V.T. Anasuya of Aqua Marine 
Swimming Club, Bangalore and 
A'gam Vasani of Mangalore 
Aquatic Club emerged individual 
champions in Group I with a tally 
of 84 and 77 points and a gold 
medal tally of IS and 11 
respectively. 

Basavanagudi Aquatic Club 
with a tally of 683 points were 
overall champions followed by 
Aqua Marine Club with 655 
points. 

Mil ii ■ n - 































When The Going 
Gets Tough.... 


V^^^HEW.the I 

l^yearjust ] 

whizzed past. ! 
■k and I did | 

precious little, “Did you 
tell yourself this on the 
last day of the year? Well 
you are not the only one, 
that’s for sure. The 
reasons for your saying 
thi.s are the facts that 
your bank balance does 
not have a substantial 
amount on the credit 
side and in office you are 
still hanging on to the 
same rung that you’ve 
hung on for the past 
couple of years. To top it 
all you’ve done nothing 
outstanding to catch the 
eye of your boss (and a 
promotion). 

A resolution you make 
for the coming year is 
that you are going to 
slog it out and show the 
woi-ld what you’re really 
capable of. 

Okay fellas, here’s to 
your promotion and 
may all your financial 
dreams come true. Hey. 
but .just a minute. Have 
you thought of the 
stress factors that you 
are going to encounter? 
Have you thought of the 
increasing pressure at 
work and home that 
you’ve got to deal with? 

Given below are some 
tips and some ‘practical’ 
stress solution. 

1 . Blow It Out: During 
periods of big-time 
stress, try breathing 



through your nose and 
comfortably expanding 
first your abdomen and 
then your rib-cage. At 
the same time tell 
yourself to relax. 
Breathe out again 
through your nose. It'll 
take only a few seconds 
to feel the difference. 

2. LSOSOfl Ihoso Muscios: 

Got three minutes? 
Okay, let’s get down to 
it. a) Sit and close your 
eyes, b) Inhale and hold 
youi’ breath for about 6 
seconds while tensing as 
many muscles as you 











can. c) Exhale with a 
‘whoosh’ and just let 
your body go limp. Then 
breathe rythmically for 
half a minute, d) Repeat 
twice. 

3. LSHBh It Off: It's always 
better to laugh at life 
and it’s intricacies 
Research has shown 
that laughing prompts 
the brain to release 
endorphines, the body’s 
natural pain relievers. 

4. Htadiiio Far Tin Lao? You 

have read about the 
tranquilising effects of a 
hot bath, but you’ve 
never had the time. This 
time do it. ‘cos hot water 
baths are the oldest 
known tranquihsers. 
Spend 15 minutes in the 
tub, or under the 
shower, sing your 
favourite song and thou 
given yourself a real 
good scrubbing At the 
end of it you’ll bo 
glowing with life once 
again. 

5. Daa't Raacli Oul Far The 
Drlak: immediately after 
you return home, don’t 
head for the liquor 
cabinet. Try a glass of 
chilled fruit juice 
instead. Follow it vip 
with 10 minutes of 
absolute quiet with your 
eyes closed and let your 
mind go blank. Explain 
to those you live with . 
that you need this time 
to acclimatise yourself, 
and then you would 
re-enter the world to 
deal with those leaking 
pipes, shooting prices 
and of course those 
overdue bills. 

6. Walk It Off; Once in a 
day take a brisk walk for 
about ten minutes. You 
cannot feel more better. 
You feel your energy 
flowing back and you’ll 
be surprised to find that 
you have left your 
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worries at some turn of 
the road. 

7 Talk n Out: Not with 
your boss but with 
yourself. It's not a sign 
that you are crazy, but 
could prevent you from 
ending up that way. A 
private dialogue with 
your ego is a helpful 
way to calm those 
nerves. At the end of it, 
you might stumble upon 
the solution that has 
eluded you for so long. 

8 . HaadForTIwfitmi: 

Regular exercise is 




probably the single most 
efficient way to throw 
off tension. The more 
stressed you are the 
more mellow you will 
feel after your exercise. 

9 OaB'lkwtallse: if you 

think that your son’s 
spilling his soft drink 
on the car seat is a major 
disaster, picture 
yourself in Kuwait 
during the war. And 
strike off phrases like . 
‘Oh, what a disaster’ 
from your vocabulary. 
You’ve got to live with 
the mess anyway, so 







might as well start 
wiping it off. 

10 SflOilaWooflieTsTlw 
Miisic; Music helps you 
loosen those taut nerves 
that you feel would snap 
any moment. Tap to 
your favourite numbers 
and cool your heels. 

So folks when you 
work your way up the 
corporate ladder, these 
time proven remedies 
could prevent you from 
turning into a zombie. 

Remember, when the 
going gels tough, the 
tough get going. 
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Beginning this week, we will carry golf lessons by the No. 1 gfolfer in 

the world, Nick Faldo 






^Earty Le^SiOfis 


CtOLF IS AGMiE IN WHICH CERTAIN 

fundamentals have to be 

OBSERVEi> IFANYONE IS TO 
BECOME A GOOD PLAYER. 





. . . THE BEST WAY TO LEARN THESE, 
ESPECIALLY R3R YOUNG6TEP5, IS TO 
INVEST IN A FEW LESSONS FROM 
TOUR LOCAL PRO FESSIONAI_ 


. .. HAVING ASOLID 
GRIP SET-UP AND 
SV/ING RIGHT FROM 
THE START WILL 
PAY DIVIDENDS 
IN THE LONG ' 
RUN. 



Golf isatough enoughgwie without handicapping 

YOURSELF BT USING FAULTYOR INAPPROPRIATE 
EOUIPMCNT. 

HAVE THE LOFTSANDLlESON TOURCLUBS CHECKEDTO 
MAKE SURE THEY SUIT TOUR PARTICULAR BUILD. AND 
ALWAYS KEEP TOUR GROOVES CLEAN. 


— 

WRONG 



■f/ 



SUCH SIMPLE'PRECAinriCNS WIL' 
SAVE SHOTS BEFORE YOU EVEN 
START, 


Posture is the most neglected area 

OF THE SETUP. FROM AN UPRiGHTSTART 
bend your KNEES UNTIL. LOOKING 
POWN, YOUR KNEE CAPS ARE OVER THE 
BALLS OF YOUR FEET. 



I Then bend from 

I YOUR WAIST 

I KtCPIlvu rHciSMrfil 

I OF YOUR BACK 
I STRAIC-.MT. THAT IS 
i .ACOOD POSITION 
I FROM WHICH TO 
: START ASV/ING. 
























QUESTIONS 

1. Who captained Australia in the 
first ever one-day international 
cricket match at Melbourne in 
January 1971? 

2. Who was the first player to exceed 
2500 runs in one-day 
internationals without scoring a 
century? 

3. Everton Weekes scored centuries 
in five consecutive Test matches 
and narrowly missed the sixth. For 
how many runs was he out in that 
match? 

4 What does the abbreviation 
“A.O.B.L." stand for? 

ANSWERS 

1. Bill Lawry. 

2. Sunil Gavaskar. 

3. He was run out for 90 in the sixth. 

4. American Contract Bridge League 

CHESS 

Another old favourite this week. 
Steinitz the first world champion 
had a very difficult style. He 
passionately believed in the value 
of defence. Often he would take 
hoi pawns and painfully defend 
himself just to prove his 
principles. 

He was also a magnificent 
attacking player when he let his 
heart rule his head. First 
nicknamed the "Austrian 
Morphy” because of his fluid easy 
attacks he mainly used his tactical 
ability to frustrate the opposition. 
His best effort came at the end of a 
career and lifetime dedicated to 
preaching that the king did not 
demand undivided attention. 

White; Steinitz Vs Black- Von 
Baideleben Hastings 1895. 1 e4 e52 
Nf3 Nc6 3 Bc4 Bca 4 c3 NfB 5 d4 ed4 6 Cli4 
Bb4+ 7 No3 457 The Moller Attack in 
the Italian Game. Black should 
go?-Nxe4 with a unclear mess. 

8 ed6 N X 45 9 00 Be610 BgS Be7 IIB x 45 
B X 4612 N X 45 a X 4513 B X 67 N X e714Rel 
IB 15 Qe2 04716 Racl. White has 
gained a clear initiative by forcing 
the black king to stay in the 
centre. He could continue with 16 
Qe4 and trebling on the king file. 
Now 16-Kf7 sliould eqalise. 

]6-e617 45! 04518 N44 Rf719 Ne6 Rhe8. 
The white knight is like a bone 
U- .. 


muiz / CHESS / BRIDQEi 

stuck in black’s throat. Black tries 
to ease the pressure by exploiting 
the bank rank motif. 

20 Qg4 g8 21 Ng6+ Ke8 (see Diagram) 
the combination that follows is 
dictated by the compelling need 
each player has to capture with 
check. 

22 Rxe7-i-n KfS. White now has a 
forced win. His task would be 
easier if black threw in the towel 
with 2a-Qxe7 allowing 23 


p^nership with Tony Forrestor, 
Winning two prestigious 
international Pairs events, the 
Sunday Times and the Staten 
Bank, earlier this year in 
star-studded fields. On this hand 
from the Staten Bank event he had 
to cross swords with Braasil’s 
Gabriel Chagas and Marcelo 
Branco who won the World Open 
Pairs at Geneva later in the year:- 


Rxc8+. Also 22-Kxe7 23 Rel-f 
Kd6 24 Qb4 + Kc7 (24-Rc5 
26Re6-f- wins) 25 Ne6+ Kb8 28 
Qf4-f-Rc7 27Nxc7Qxc7 28Re8 
met is not very difficult by 
comparison. 

23R^+Kg824Bg7+IKli8. 
Obviously 24-Kf8 25 Nh7+ loses 
the queen with check. 25 Rl>7-i- RgS 
26 BR? KBS. Here black resigned and 
Steinitz demonstrated the mate to 
the stunned spectators. 

27Qli4-i Kxq728(Ui7-h Kf8290li8-h 
Ke7 30 Qgr+ Ke8 31 QgB-f Ke732 017+ 
K48 33 Q18-f OeS 34 Nf7+ K47 35 046. a 
very long forcing sequence, that 


NOn-mcdurnmy) 
* A 10 6 2 
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WEST EAST 

as *KOJ974 

C?Q975 C>J10 

OAQJ 10 962 OS 
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SOUTH 
#53 
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WEST 

Chago 

40 

Pass 


NORTH 

Forrastor 

Pass 

Pass 


EAST 

Branco 

Pass 

Pass 


SOUTH 

Robson 

4C? 


white would have to see on his 
20th move. 

Devansahu Dutta 



BRIDGE 


Robson, South, won the opening 
spade lead, crossed to hand in. 
clubs and played three rounds of 
trumps, winning the third round, 
Chagas, West, cashed his other 
trump winner and was at the 
cross-roads. Having no black card 
left, he could see that he had to 
develop a diamond winner for 
dummy but the problem was that 
if he cashed the diamond ace 
before playing back another, he 
would be rectifying the count for a 
squeeze on his poor partner in the 
black suits when declarer runs his 
trumps. So. Chagas made the 
brilliant return of the diamond 
queen without cashing the ace! 
This gave away his diamond 
winner but seemingly gives his 
partner two tricks in the black 
suite for no squeeze works as the 


count had not been rectified. But 


Who is the best player in the 
world today? This would bring 
forth at least ten different names 
from the top hundred journalists. 
However, they would be 
unanimous that the most 
pro m i s ing, if that word can be 
used for him any longer, player is 
Britain’s Andy Robson, who is in 
his mid-twenties. After winning 
the world junior title a couple of 
years ago, he struck up a 


reasoning along the same lines as 
Chagas. Robson, on winning the 
diamond king, found an equally 

brill ant counter.he 

immediately ducked a diamond to 
West, ditching a club from hand, 
thereby rectifying the count. 
Ruffing the next diamond, he 
simply ran his trumps to catoh 
East in the black suit squeeze after 
all! 

Shantanu Qheah 
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KARATE 


I THE POWER OF THE EMPTY HAND | 


T his week we are 
breaking away 
from the regfular 
instructional 
mode to profile a very 
talented youngster. 
Saitaal 

Chatteijee—Bappa to his 
fliends—earned the rare 
honour of becoming 
India’s only Junior 
Black Belt in 
Kyokushinkaikan 
Karate early this year. 

Barely 13 when he 
made the grade, Saibal 
has been devoted to the 
sport ever since he was 
six. And now, when 
compared to full-fledged 
black belts (senior), 
lacks only the power and 
fighting instinct. His 
technique and the 
application of 
combinations is almost 


on par. Since students 
are only allowed to start 
kvtmite (sparring) after 
the age of 15, the power 
can be developed later 
while the fighting 
instincts will come 
automatically with 
experience. 

Watch out for this 
yoimgster! 


Tbs 3ni All India Full 
ContariKarMe 
Tournament for the Oyama 
(kip wHt be held on 1W1/81 
m the NetajI Indoor 
Stadium, (kdculta: With 
two categoriae—bolowei 
and open—being 
contested, 14 States nave 
already confirmed their 
participation, with more 
expected to confirm. Also 
expected are the Grand 
Master of Kyokushiniaukan 
karah^Mas Oywna and the 
Japan team wMch wfii 
perform denwnskatlons. 
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Considering his tender age, Saibal only usee his 
heel for breaking techniques 
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Diligent training Is Saibal's forte 




Saibal (right) can match even senior black belts on technique 
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W HAT is made of 
a futuristic 
fibre 80% 
lighter than 
steel, does 105 kmph in 
first gear Itself, and cost 
Rs 90,00,000 (approx)? No 
guesses? Okay, here are 
some more hints. It 
cradles a supercharged 
V12 which blasts the 
standing quarter-mile in 
a mere 12 secxmds, looks 
like something out of 
Star TVak and is 
advanced enough to 
make the glitzy 
Countachpartof 
motoring history. Still 
no takers? 




Thisteaar 
sumthe 
clock ^llw 
O-mtanph 

iaiiist4.l 

secemSs. 

Attdm 

Oca t mo 

hafotolook 

at We 

gearskitt! 


Okay, her«‘s the 
answer. Meet the latest 
masterpiece to roll out of 
Lamborghlni’s 
factory. the Diablo. 
Easily the costliest car 
in the world, it’s also the 
fastest street legal 
machine around. No 
fancy frills. Just 
gutbusting muscle, 
wrapped around a frame 
that’s streamlined 
enough to make your 
pulse race. 

Anything that’s good 
enough to replace the 
Countach has gotta be 
good. No, damn good. 
And the Diablo certainly 
delivers. Although 160 
kgs heavier at kerb 
than the 1490 kg 
Coimtach—that’s in 
spite of a body moulded 
from Autoclave, a 
futuristic composite of 
carbon fibre and 
fibreglass that’s 80% 
lighter than steel and 
40% lighter than 


altusinittmr—it atm 
looks as lean. As 
menacing. 

And the increase in 
weight is all for your 
benefit. Lamborghini’s 
marketing team Mt 
anyone who drove tihds 
supercar could a.lnn do 
with power windows, 
automatic 

air-conditioning and a 
state-of-the-art Alpine 
music system that 
warrants 12 kg woofers! 
As if the deep-throated 
rumble of that V12 isn’t 
mvisic enough to the 
ears. 

If life Inside the 
cockpit has become more 
comfortable, things are 
fairly hopping imder the 

With a powerhouse of a 
V12 kicKing the Diablo to 
speeds well over 300 
kmph, this is the only 
way most people are 
goli^ to see this mean 
machine 


hoof. {Power’s,up. 362 ' '■>, 
kW«t 7000 rpm. as 
compared to 
Countaoh’s^SO. SpH 
torque. 580 Nm at 5200 
rpm as ocmqjated to the 
uauntaoh’s 510. Small 
wondm, consideiing the 
V 12’s displaoing 5,7 
litres now. 

Lamborghini’s even put 
in their own sequential 
multi-point edeotroote 
ignition in place of the 
Bosch K-Jetronio unit 
that worked the 
Ctountach. 

The net result is a 
powerhouse that 
delivers such a vast 
spread of torque that 
you can spend less time 
wrestling your way 
through the five-speed 
gearbox. And more time 
admiring whatever 
fleeting view the narrow 
front affords. But that 
doesn’t mean sacrificing 
performance. Dare to 
inhabit the redline of 
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Year-End Blues 


O H no, it’s that time 
of the year when 
we wake up after 
one drink too 
many.. one morning Uxd 
often! Yup, this year-end 
season's murder on the 
bodies. All that 
partying. All that 
entertaining All that 
high-cal food. All that 
boozf! All those late, late 
nights. 

Are we speaking your 
language? If we are, 
then slowly—very 
surreptitiously—sneak 
a peek at your turn. 
There’s a little more 
than there was last 
month, right? No, it’s 
not the shirt’s that 
shrunk. It's your 
waistline that's 
extended. 

And now is the time to j 
do something about it. 
Before it goes out of 
control. 

Ready? Then, let’s get 
started. Find that old 
pair of sneakers, pull on 
a pair of sweats or 
shorts and hit the road. 


You’ve got to get in some 
intense cardiovascular 
work if you’re going to 
burn off all that fat. 

Start off slowly, doing 
a light stretching 
workout to get the" 
muscles warmed up 
Then, once you’ve got 
the old ticker pumping, 
start jogging. If you 
aren’t too keen on 
subjecting your knees to 
the poundmg of a jog, 
walk. But power walk. 
Don’t just amble along 
as though you’re on a 
sightseeing stroll. Get 
the stride opened out. 
swing the arms 
vigorously, and 
conc-entrate on exerting 
yourself ^ you wal k. 

Not the outdoor type, 
are you? No problem 
Grab the skipping rope, 
switch on some beaty 
m usic, and get started. I 





















Keep jumping rope till 
you've work^ up a 
sweat. Don’t give up if 
you’re short of 
breath—^you’re bound to 
be, considering all the 
damage you’ve been 
doing to your body over 
the last month. But 
hang in there, and you’ll 
soon find yourself 
keeping it up for longer. 

Of course, the best 
thing to do is sign on for 
an aerobics class. With 
all the jumping, 
twisting, turning and 
stretching thrown in, 
it’s the best way to bum 
fat. 

Of course, in addition 
to the cardiovascular 
work, you’ll also have to 
throw in some hard-core 
abdominal work. Like 
sit-ups, side-bends, 
trunk twists.. what have 
you. We’ve discussed all 
these exercisejs so many 
times in this column, 
that there’s no ntjed to 
go into them in detail 











O NE Monday after¬ 
noon, a fifteen-year- 
old tennis player drop¬ 
ped into the office. He 
looked worried and aft- 
ziouB. He said. ‘Sir, how 
can you publish a pic¬ 
ture of ^ed Fazaluddin? 
I have beaten him so 
many times and yet my 
picture has never been 
published?’ 

I was the only one in the 
office then and by an- 
amazing coincidence, I 
had worked on those 
pages, (Sportsworld, 
3l8t October, Page 75). 
The background was 
like this: there was a ten¬ 
nis camp conducted in 
New Delhi and a report 
had come in. There were 
no pictures with the re¬ 
port. So 1 had gone to 
our Photo Library and 
checked up the file on 
young 'Indian tennis 
players’. There was only 
one picture available and 
that was of Fazaluddin. 
The report on the camp 
mentioned that Fazalud¬ 
din ‘exhibited good 
skills.’ 

Hence, his picture was 
used, little realising 
how much of consterna¬ 
tion and envy this would 
create among his peers. 

Tennis is a sport that 
is attracting a lot of 
yoimgsters in India. But 
it is their deep aware¬ 
ness of publicity and the 
media that is a little 
shocking. If you over¬ 
hear some of their con¬ 
versations, as I have 
done, in the Calcutta 
Gymkhana, you cannot, 
but be amazed. 

‘You know, I hope to 
get a sponsorship from 
Bata.’ 

‘You have to be good at 
Public Relations these 
days.’ 

‘Are you getting your 
kit sponsored?’ 

‘Guess what! 1 man¬ 
aged to persuade the 
^ Sunday Mail. A 
pm^.^f me is appear¬ 



ing next week.’ 

‘Accha, tell me, how 
can I get a sponsorship 
from Dunlop?’ 

The remarkable thing 
about these statements 
is that they are spoken 
by players who are 14 or 
15 years of age. At such 
an early {^e, they are 
keenly aware of the ad¬ 
ult world and the pur¬ 
suit of the game is done 
not merely in the search 
of excellence but more 
for fame and money. 

Tennis is an expensive 
sport these days; there is 
no doubt about it. You 
need money to pay for 
the balls, the court, the 
coaches, the travel etc. 
But most of them have 
not yet won any age- 
level tournaments. And 
yet, before reaching a 
certain level they are 
busy canvassing for 
financial support, for 
publicity, for money and 


that seems a wrong atti¬ 
tude. 

Mouths later, when 
they came to know that I 
work for a sports maga¬ 
zine, they were aroxmd 
me like a swarm of bees. 
They said, ‘Sir, please do 
a profile of me?’ and ‘Sir, 
you must write some¬ 
thing about me.’ 

Whereas before, they 
did not know that I ex¬ 
isted, now it was full of 
‘Sir’s’ and smiles and 
waves. Amazing! 

Goading these 
youngsters on are pa¬ 
rents who appear at 
courtside every day. 
What a strange sight it 
is in India to see parents 
encouraging children in 
a sporting activity. After 
all, for so long, sport has 
been discourag^ as a 
worthless pursuit... 

At Calcutta’s South 
Club in the evenings, 


Mark Ferreira (left) and Zeeshan Ail 
inspired the modern generation of Indian 
tennia players 




you can see Nayeemud- 
din, former internation¬ 
al, Sitting on a wooden 
bench and watching his 
son Fazaluddin. There is 
a harsh lock on his face 
and now and then a 
flash of anger when his 
son plays a poor shot. 
One wondered whether 
it was only excellence 
that the father was after. 

At the Calcutta Gym¬ 
khana, .a ' father 
approaches a coach and 
says, ‘How can my son 
improve his game?’ 

And the coach gives a 
surprising answer; ‘Lis¬ 
ten, take it easy. Your 
son is playing well. But 
please let him epjoy his 
childhood.’ 

The son in question 
was eight years of age. 
You can see these 
fathers keenly watching 
their son’s game and 
you know it is sheer 
greed that is motivating 
them. It is no longer ex¬ 
cellence as an end in it¬ 
self but to make money 
out of excellence. Tennis 
is big money now and 
they all want their sons 
to be like Leander Paes. 

Meanwhile, the boy 
who had come to the 
office had a despairing 
look about him. I|e had 
been accompanied by his 
father, a short, middle- 
aged man. 1 explained to 
the son the background 
of how Fazaluddin’s .pic¬ 
ture was published. He 
looked relieved. He 
smiled a little and then 
he asked with anxiety, 
‘But if I do well, will a 
picture of mine be pub¬ 
lished?’ He was assured 
that if he won any event, 
his picture would be 
published. He got up, 
smiled, shook my hand 
and walked off, his 
father in tow... 

Innocence, one real¬ 
ised, was rapidly become, 
ing an out-dated concept 
these days. 

Shevlln Sebastian 










daCunha LIC 4 90 


SUPERANNUATION SCHEME 



How to prevent 
key employees 
from leaving you... 

Lie’s Group Superannuation 
Scheme - for increased 
employee loyalty and morale, 
and tax savings. 

Lie’s Group Superannuation Scheme 
provides an added incentive for 
employees to continue in their current 
organisation. It guarantees regular 
post-retirement income, based on number 
of years in service and last salary drawn 
or contribution made. 

• Contributions (inclusive of PF), are 
tax-deductible up to 2.5% of salary. 

• If implemented retrospectively, up to 
80% of contributions (with respect to past 

years of scrs'icc), are allowed for tax 
. deduction in the year of payment. 

) • Interest accrues at 11.4% to 12% p.a., 

depending on the size of the 
fund. 

• For those who are members of LIC’s 
Group Gratuity Scheme, higher intere.st 

rates will be applicable for both schemes. 
The Superannuation .scheme can also be 
linked to life insurance cover. 
• On retirement, a choice ol 
pension-payment plans is available. 
For more information and advice about 
the scheme, send this coupon to your 
local Lie Divisional Office 


I’d like to know more about 

Lie's Group Superannuation Scheme. 

Please send me full details. 


Designation: _ 
Organisation:. 
Address;_ 
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; : GREAT SOUND GREAT LOOKS 
GREAT POWER IIIH GREAT PERFORMANCE 'T 
GREAT RECORDING i ^ 

Yes, why settle for a two-in-one, when 

YOU CAN GET A VIDEOCON ALL-IN-ONE? 

SI PKR W(K)H!.K - SF 44 . Bass Boost selector . 60 watts PMPO . Hi-speed dubbing 

• 6 band graphic equaliser , Rs.3650/' 

TURBO I'OWUR ~ SX 48 . Detachable speakers . 60 watts PMPO . Hi-speed dubbing 

• 3 band graphic equaliser . Rs.3375'- 

AU ro RFVFRSF - SF 62 . Continuous play . 20 watts PMPO . Hi-speed dubbing 

. 3 band graphic equaliser . Rs.2975/- Prices inclusive of all taxes 
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To check hair loss and dandruff, don’t use 
anything else except Keo-Karpin Hair Vitalizer 

I use it. It really works!" 




I'sc Ke(vKarpin Hait Vitalizer regularly eaeh morning 
an hour before hath Anti before going to bed 
Massage it well into the scalp wth lingeflips Your 
iiait wll stay healthy and btautiful 

Keo-Kaq>in Hidr Vitalizer contaias: 

• Keratin The essential constituent of hair (1 ) 

• Biotin Prevents excessive hair loss (2) 

• Panthenol Revitalizes damaged hair (3) 

• NictXinic Acid ■ Enhances absoiption of the drug ('i) 

• Resi ircinol ('.hecks dandrulT (5) 

• Hialkyl lYevents scalp infection (5) 


Reference: 111 wmjsoij. m . viotk imu. KWi «i p ’w wt 

(J)Sfiltl t .ImqpxSONiittK InhNn.p 121 tt I’b't.OllnUDl.'li'R 
OniisStjHwit'Indusiv.p lll>.s2 ITS(.tiKnntAj(. cial.Ftunii 
ISiik.ipkMi(MedK-jll‘i*iKep'A6,l%S(ilVI'*i; A,.Uanmililr bo 
Phmivku p Vli t2,1«C 


nic proven scientific way 
t<3 prev ent hair loss and dandruff. 
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DevrsMedkal 
Care you can trust 








“K it bam a grMt Mptritnoi. 
Maybe I would liava bam 
dtqiretBed Iwd tba tMm iKd 
bam doing wall. But wa art 
wlnniiHi and tKat’a liaiit fiw in 
high spirits. I’m not the 
Impatient sort” 

PRAVIN AMRE, seems content to 
be in the final 14 of the Indian 
cricket team. He was included in 
the squad but never made it to the 
final t1. 
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TaabacorMmanmHystrorig . 
arm Babuait Ode ecMkoh). i^ ptdt 
into my head Oiat I cm beat 
anybody R I’m strong hi mindii 
lileKt year, fl«e pressura isgoing 
to be avmgrastsr, bttti dtbikl 
cmhsndia it I diaam bf 
bamwningfio. 1 and tdon’t cars 
how long It tabes,” 

GORAN INVANISEVIC, sets his 
sights for the coming year. 

*^’8 idmning on opmtoo a 
ohalh of last fmd ramaarantil* . 
phtyboubielSilmamfm^ , 
^bbbldddff hs’Haanm the public.^ 
l|hBE WAG on the oyerw^ght 




day Isbvor. The Mds 
samtcnaw that. AH tham Mika 
Tyson fifinmidogmws Is mtha 
battaniofavarytodyatoy box 
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'sbsMamHM^^Mdar'lHi^ 
'a^ha^dfotliaadiob^lii V 
Amb'fvb^-Mtthi^liede^ 
lmswlibwto.acttaMm.Mioh'.. ’ 
'8|ibild.didhlhaliardiira ' 

gatibig1kmaroubiai.d(Ni^ . 

.mddmhgdlat But-Ooiii^aBd 

ttihoaaay.sny-” 

TYSC^ on .IBwtar Bm^iae*. 

^‘m mentslh^ ready shdf dOd^ . 
haira my pjhysicai.bie W a ms ..<. 
havamiHiWtopb^ai^Wtoipt . 
peepta tha'-fankieMcdmM-l 
i|o on thaoouru laieediaipbyoai 
'that] ciM'amcmibdWM'iri^ip' 
'Hm' gapM A^.f-dpedcalha^' 
iMMaebrtliadi.'f’.. -: ’ 


ffOHpliMN on Mike Tyson. 

”1^yearlSfihiahedat|aai. and 
Biara ofiaBDod dMng. 1 nda^ 
IpiMaaay aliMi,.|i^ hardlo gat 
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And you thought you 
woroatonnto 
fraak...ehocfc out this 
head gear at the 
Auatrallan OpenI 











CBafloKtedlilcea 

Vbottarfly. Be Btuns 

Ukaebee. Muhemmad 
AU Is, erinuUy, the 
g re et e e t heavyweight 
boxer ever. In Calotttta 
reoenUy to film pert of a 
movie on hie life. All 
qwke to l^portawm-M, all 
the while oharming ail 
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gentle ohariama. 
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Asia Cup, hosts India 
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through the 
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"Mkta: I'lh CkLmstuB 
Cli^r. Thd COympio 
Cbampioa”. SUBOoe. 

SdiSi'exaatter. “T 
don't mrewhobeia. We 
don t dorvem 
bellowed the owner. 

Hours later, a jnotor 
fyde maig-knifiBQgbt 
later, me rain cold 
through bie aweater,he 
let the gold mediUdiiq) 
into the murky waters of 
tlie ObioHiver. Hie 
Amerioen dream bad 
gone aa cold as me 
night, and then, tbare, 
begin biemurney to be 
bis 'own cbampim ’,. 

ify began with bis " 
moutb: Tm tlie 
Greatest nieFrettisst. J 
oan% be whiffled", 33^ 
Jeered, they obeerui^imt 
be wasi^t, Uetdn 
went down, 0o did 
everyemeelse. 

In i90T VnoleSsm 
gavehtmancmponeai' 
Be didn’t want, TJje Viet 
Cong:"Batlg(kno 
<quarri^viimmmn" he 
said and was banned. 

I3nieilew,iie 
nsturtmd Bewaaa 
Hnelbh,abia 0 k,a 
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Manila'. He shocked 
Foreman in the ‘Rumble 
in the Jungle’, that was 
Zaire. Spinks beat him. 
He beat Spinks. He was 
too old for Holmes and 
then too sick. 

Hut there was only one 
Ah There was only one 
Greatest 

And here IstcxKt. 
Outside his irxiw On 
the threshold of a 
fantasy, fear sweeping 
through me, awe 
burning through my 
brain, bowed in respect. 

What, what on earth, 
would I say to him. 
Muhammad All! 



AH and his wife, on their 
earlier trip to India 


Everything dissipated 
as sc»n as we walked in. 
For the simple reason 
that Ali wasn’t there. We 
were in the room 
oc:cupit)d by the 
ccxirdinator of Ali’s trip 
to India Drinks were 
offered, Aecepted. And 
then the small talk took 
over All the while I kept 
sneaking impatient 
glances at my watch. 
Where was Ah? When do 
we get to meet him"^ 

It took some time 
Patiently at first and 
then with rapt attention 
we listened to the man's 
story about how he got 
to know Ali. Sent by the 
Bangladesh government 



accent— “It’ll cost you 
5.000 dollars, man.” 
When our friend 
countered with an 
aggressive “Do you 
know who 1 am?”, the 
camp follower didn’t 
blink an eyelid. “Hey, 
man, 1 don’t know who 
you are, but I sure as 
hell know who Ah is’. 

Undaunted, our friend 
left to try another tactic. 
He bought a tracksuit 
and parked his car just 
outside the Hilton at 4 
a m. the next morning. 
After all, Ali was in 
training for his next 
title defence and was 
bound to do some dawn 
roadwork. His patience 
paid off when, at about 
five, Ali came through 
the big doors and broke 
into a jog. He hurriedly 
drove his car some 
distance ahead, got out 
and started jogging 
towards Ali. 

As their paths 
crossed, he called out 
“Muhammad”. Ali 
stopped, and turned. 

Our friend then said 
“When I call God, he 
listens: when 1 call on 
Muhammad Ali, he says 
5,000 dollars”. Ali was 
intrigued. On hearing 
the story, he invited the 
stranger to dinner. 

The friendship 
blossomed. Ali went to 
Bangladesh. Came to 
India. All with this man. 
And even this time, here 
to film part of a movie 
that will eventually be 
aired on international 
television, Ali is the 
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guest of the same 
person. Finally, we rose. 
Walked down the hotel 
corridor. Stopped 
outside Room 324 and 
knocked. The fear, the 
humility was back. 

Ali was relaxing on 
his bed, reading the 
Koran presented to him 
that morning. He pulled 
on his bath-robe and led 
us to the living-room of 
his suite. Shook . 
hands—yes, I touched 
the hand that knocked 
down Joe Frazier and 
George Foreman!—and 
sat down. 

We told him we were 
big fans of his and 
followed boxing very 
closely. Ali yawned, 
•rubbed his eyes, peered 
at us almost 
disbelievingly and said 


“Johnson. You know 
Jack Johnson?” Then, 
after a pause, “He was 
one of the best”. It was a 
subtle test of our boxing 


knowledge. We passed. 

And then he 
demonstrated that 
illness hasn’t robbed 
him of any of his mental 
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A tired Ali yawns during 
our conversation..but tne 
charm was ever present 

faculties. In our effort to 
further impress him, we 
told him about a recent 
computer match-up of 
all-time great 
heavyweights that had 
him knocking out Jack 
Dempsey in the final. Ali 
blinked. Went through 
the entire yawn-rub his 
eyes-peer routine. And 
blew our brains with his 
i-ecall, “Yeah, but there 
was an earlier one where 
Marciano beat me in the 
final”, he told us. 

That wasn’t all. He 
further went on to 
explain that “computers 
are only what you make 
them. It’s the man 
behind the computer 















that matters The >'• 

computer only does 
v/hat man feeds into it” 
Hence proving and 
admitting there was no 
absolute way of saying 
who would have won a 
Ali-Dempsey or a 
All-Marciano world 
heavyweight 
championship bout. 

At this stage, Ali's 
friend - the 

coordinator—decided to 
impress us with his 
familiai'ity with the 
champ Borrowing a line 
from the cigar-chewin’ 
Clint Eastwood, looking 
at Ali all the time he 
drawled “This room 
ain’t big enough for the 
two of us." And then 
went into an act of 
lunging toward Ali to 
take him on. but not 
before prudently 
making sure some of his 
associates were 
restraining him 

Ali obviously has seen 
this act before Leaning 
back in his chair, 
he- ham that he always 
has been —he looks 
unperturbed. And. 
pursing his lips, blows 
in his pal's direction! 

The famed sense of 
humour was still sharp. 

We frantically tried to 
steer the conversation 
back to boxing. 
Buttonholing Ali’s 
attention once again, we 
asked him if boxing was 
too dangei ous. If the 
protective headgear 
worn by amateur boxers 
after his time really 
helps. 

The man. who is the 
eye of the storm that 
surrounds boxing’s 
safety as a sport, shook 
his head. “If you’re 1 

going to get hit, then 
you’re still going to get 
nit,” he said, gently 
smacking his fist into ir 

his chin. Then he 
accepted that “what the j 

headgear does do is 
protect you from all the /,• 
head butte”. <v 

Then came distraction 
again. A family had just 4' 

The atfectkm for children 
has always been ttieie f\ 
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All clowns in the privacy 
of his hotel room and Is 
literally mobbed outside 
(left) 

walk«3d into the room, 
and with them were two 
little girls. Ali 
imm^iately tuned off 
the conversation. 

Turning toward the kids 
he motioned them over 
to him. But they were 
scared. Here was this 
huge black man clad in a 
white bath-robe.. .a total 
stranger at that. They 
didn’t go near him. The 
irony was amazing. 

Here was the greatest, a 
man mobbed at every 
step he takes, calling 
someone to sit on his 
lap, and being turned 
down. 

Eventually, the elder 
of the girls—barely five 
years old— relented. 
Agreeing to her parents’ 


coaxmg, she bravely 
stepped forward to meet 
Ali. Those once 
devasting hands were as 
gentle as a butterfly as 
he cuddled her His 
effort to kiss her cheek 
however had her 
ninning back to 
mummy again. 

While all this wa^ 
happening. 1 was 
reminded of something I 
. had read just that 
morning. Leafing 
through ‘The Greatest’ 
in a last-minute effort to 
familiarise myself more 
with the man, I read 
about one of the reasons 
why Ali was determined 
not to be drafted into the 
Army to fight in 
Vietnam. He was 
walking the short ■ 
distance from his hotel 
to the gym while 
preparing for the Earnie 












Terrell fight when he 
came across a bunch of 
kids attacking three or 
four others with sticks 
and stones. Wading into 
the mayhem, Ali got them 
to stop only when they 
recognised him, and on 
asking for an 
explanation, was told 
“We Americans, they 
VietCkJng.’’ 

Ali immediately 
grabbed a little girl. 


bruised and sobbing, 
carried her a small 
distance away and tried 
to pacify her by 
smothering her with 
kisses. In her rage, she 
reacted like any girl 
would, .by pushing Ali 
away and wiping her 
cheeks dry. He 
immediately retaliated 
by plastering her cheeks 
with more kisses, 
saying “Nobody wipes 


off the champ’s kisses ’. 

It was only a matter of 
time before a shy smile 
broke through the tears. 

It was al most like an 
action-replay here. 

We tried yet again to 
drag Ali’s concentration 
back to boxing. What did 
he think about the 
ageing, overweight 
George Foreman’s 
comeback? He 
concentrated, smiled. 


The champ handles 
children with great care. 
Can this be the same 
man who was so 
merciless in the ring? 


and said “I think he’s 
vei-y smart. Win or lose, 
he’s going to make 10 
million dollars”. 
Another bout of 
eye-rubbing, yawning, 
and obviously mental 






arithmetic, and then he 
continued “Aftertax, 
that’s still seven 
million.. .cash. Hell, for 
that kind of money, even 
m come ba<,k.’’ 

Now, that’s a thought. 
But even more pertinent 
was the revelation that 
Ali, in spite of the 
affliction that has 
slowed him down 
physically, is still in 
sync with the times. 


Everyday matters like 
taxes still figure in his 
peieeption of 
prize-money. 

And then it was time 
for us to leave It had 
been a long, tiring day 
and Ali was exhausted. 
But he still gamely 
agreed to pose for a few 
photographs with us. 
Hauling his massive 
frame out of the 
armchair,.Ali stood next 


A souvenlr...part of the 
session was reserved for 
autographs from The 
Greatest 

tfj us. towering over us, 
but ever so gentle. And 
as the photographer 
adjust^ his camera, Ali 
VXDsed with his fists up in 
classic fighting stance. 
The lips curled back over 
his teeth in a habit 
acquired from years of 


boxing with a gum 
shield. 

At this stage, one of 
my colleagHJCs also 
decided to get in on the 
act. Striking a pose 
similar to Ali’s. he 
cheekily stuck his fist 
under the champ’s 
chin. Ali smiled. and 
ever-so-Boftly drawled 
“Becool”. And, even 
more softly added 
“Fool” • 
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T he end realiy 

wasn’t that pretty 
IhittinK his iiean 
on I^nSp'.nlcs’ 
shoulder at oik* p* un! 
and closing' his ey<*.s. f n* 
was so terribly tircl 
Women wept ofn^nly, 
grown men ei ivereo 
their faces anti nefo iv 
did 

There was w.ii'!;** i*.' 
come In 1 /a.s Vep.i.. 

1980 he Srit Of: Ui.s si ■:ii , 
alonedii/i d. !:* if!. *;. 

outelaiiseil by 

Holnie.s ItMIlif,; 

Dundee ret us*.'d t: • i ‘•'t 
him go out f's Jth 
round. n '.'row:' 

cried and .-n i e.vo.eii ,(h 
him lighi' Hi'th men 
loved hiiu, Iv/h. m 
difforeni w,ays knew the 
j 20 -year-i.)ld Ah show 
was over Ah knew Ux> 
Ah made ono 
enormous error, ai-i 
common among th- 
athletic breed. He did 
not know when to cpht 
Somewhere in the 
corner of his agi It* t i^ai' i 
was a miaconceptU'!! 
that The flrea lord ‘' i 

not lose How a- w?- * . 

Through Ins oari" 
days, Ali's mouth was .fc 
fast as his jab. Ins wit as 



■ woiioorful as his 
; fianoing legs, his 
j rnamiot as saucy as his 
i !i!kg!;raft l’hew,w*hata 
, 1 'Vi'.tor, vvl-fil 
"how iiiai!, v-di.it 11 
j siwofSs' The later yeai’s 
I won* unkind: the wit 
1 rciiutined but spewed 


I forth in unintelligible 
spurts. The jabs, the 
I dance, the weave were 
I like slow motion replays 
of an early fight film. 
Yet here we find a 
measure of his 
greatness. 

F’or the public, the 



<1960 

MOTHER CHECKS THE 
OLYMPIC GOLD 
MEDAL 


most recent, freshest 
memory was of Ali in 
decline. A parody of the 
boxer he was. For the 
young, it should have 
been worse—they hau no 
recollection of his good 
days to understand his 
greatness. Yet strange 
things happened. At 
heavyweight title fights 
in recent years Ali 


1 



1 .. I 

would be invited as a 
guest. Flanked by 
bodyguards he would 
slowly lumbei* down the 
aisle and the fellows in 
the cheap seats at the 
back would begin the 
chant, “Ali. Air. As he 
neared the nng, the 
more expensive seats, 
the guests, the 
celebrities would join 
the chant. “Ali. Ali". Ali 
would carefully clamber 
into the ring, and the 
announcer would say 
“the three time 
heavyweight..and 
would get no further. He 
was drowned out. There 
was only one sound, an 
explosion of noise; “Ali. 
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USTONISDOWN.TNE 
WORLD BELONGS TO 
AU 


Ali suffers from 
Parkinson’s Syndrome 
which is related to 
Parkinson’s disease. It is 
a progressive 
neurological 
degeneration that 
causes muscles to be 
unresponsive, making 
for slow stooped 
movement, trembling 
and slurred speech. The 
Ali that 1 met last week 
was exactly that. 

The Sunday Timea, 
Ix^ndon were among the 
first to investigate All’s 
condition in 1980. A 
London neurologist who 
studied films made by 
Alun 1970,1978 and 
1979 found a deteriorat 
ion in All’s speech 
since 1970,where he 
moved from 
bf.'ing fluent to 
i:.'u;i»l)igible The 
rn urologist stated that, 

‘! iiH .stieech disturbance 
moai likely to reflect 


AH '. The universal hero. 
Forever. 

Yet once the fighters 
themselves were 
introduced, and Ali 
forgotten, few would see 
the right hand holding 
the left hand to stop it 
from shaking, What 
cruel God would bestow 
such an illness on such a 
man. 
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REFEREE STOPS 
WEPNE^AUGOESTO 
UEOOWN y 
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LEON SPINKS: THE 
BESINNINSOFTNE 
END 
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times—^when we met 
him. the rcxjm was a 
definition of chaos, 
People, noise, 
flashlights. Yet not a 
flicker of annoyance or 
discomfiture showed on 
his face. 

Religion has much to 
do with this—from the 
master of legalized 
violence, he has become 
a champion of peace. A 
spiritual man, 
committed to his faith, A 


^ 


fi 
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the cumulative effects of 
microscopic brain 
damage sustained in his 
career". 

There is no known 
treatment for 
Parkinson's Syndrome 
but there liave been 
instanc'es of brain 
surgery on young 
patients being 
successful In fact, m 
1987. a Mexican doctor 
Dr Ignacio Madrazd met 
Ali to oonvice him that 
he could perform such 
an operation. It entailed 
taking cells from the 
fidnmal gland which 
produces dopamine 
(which IS deficient in 
such patients) and 
putting them in the 
brain. 

W—— "■ 


Ali refused. And of his 
illness would say many 
brave things. “It’s an 
infirmity that I 
acknowledge freely and 
accept peacefully and 
my goal is work well in 
spite of it”. And he has 
He is everywhere, once 
in Washington, then in 
Iraq, here in Calcutta. 
And he maintains a 
wonderful dignified 
patience at all 
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THE UST NIGHT: 
BERBICK WINS THE 
DECISION » 
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SLOW BUT STEADY HE 
SI6NS HIS NAME FOR 
US 


humble man who said, 
“God gave me this 
physical impairment to 
remind me that 1 am not 
the Greatest. He is”. 

But was Ali really 
humble, was he really 
the Greatest? You never 
could really tell about 
the first because he was 
such a nip guy. A clown 
but a highly articulate 
and erudite one. He 
liked to get under 
people's skins, saying 






things like “If you’re as 
great as I am it's hard to 
be humble”. Insufferably 
arrogant, but you had to 
laugh when you read 
that because dammit, it 
was true. Like he 
himself commented 
once. “God made me, 
they say, the most 
recognisable man in the 
world”. Bingo, he was 
right again, .^ndjust 
imagine that—to be 
better known than 
anyone on tins entire 
planet. 

Why? Because he was 
the Greatest. Even 


though Ali 
acknowledged that “I 
only paid lip service to 
being the Greatest, but 
Joe (Ixjuis) actually 
was”, there is no 
argument here. Louis 
was exceptional but Ali 
was, weU, ALI. Not just 
the greatest boxer but 
the greatest athlete. 

When people meet Ali 
now, they leave with 
images of what his 
illness has done to him. 
Sadness. Not me. Ashe 
sat slumped in his chair 
in a towelled hotel 


bathrobe, the room spun 
for an instant and Ali 
had become younger, 
sitting in a silk robe, 
fists taped and from 
outside the door came 
echoes of a chant; Ali 
bomaye. Ali kill. The 
room spun again and 
and he was talk ing 
softly and slowly in 
front of me. You still 
listened enraptured to 
him. The aura had not 
vanished. He will always 
be The Greatest. Then 
and now. I 

RohttBiIJiwth 








QUESTIONS 

1 * What is a 
‘falling leaf? 

2 m Who became 
the first 

ihillionaire in lawn 
tennis history? 

3 . Which 
Enghsh 

captain equalled 
the world record in 
the long jump and 
also won an F. A. 
Cup Finalist’s 
medal? 

4 * Who is the 
only batsman 
to have scored a 
Test century before 
Itmch on his Test 
debut? 

5 . Whom did 
Bjorn Borg 
play against in his 
first match in 
Wimbledon? 

6 . What is 
Namgyal 
Wangdi better 
known as? 

7 * What is 
Bhupinder 
Singh Mohinder 
Singh Bahadur, the 
Maharajah of 
Patiala famous for? 

8 * When was the 
first running 
commentary for a 
cricket match 
broadcast? 

9 . What is 

special about 
Bob Hayes’ record 
win in the men’s 
100 metres at the 
Tokyo Olympics 
(1964)? 

X \ J woxild you 
find these words; 


RATING 


ABOVE IS: With you won part of our quli Main. 
BETWEEN 10 AND 13: Not too bad. 

BELOW 10: Sporttwortd raadinq rocommondod. 
All antwon toot In by Mo contributor. 


‘Fear is negative.. 
Desire is positive’. 

I -i m Name the 
± English 
newspaper in 
which the famous 
‘in memoriam’ 


announcement, 
marking the 
beginning of the 
Ashes was first 
published. 

“i ^ • What is the 
X ^ permissibl- 
e wind assistance 


in an athletics 
meet? 

■d Q • Which 
X O great 
Oljonpian’s tribal 
name is ‘Avodele’? 

-I /I .Which 
X great 
world heavyweight 
champion fought a 
title fight barely 
two hours after his 
marriage? 

H pr . The 1960 
X O Olympic 
marathon race is 
attributed with 
three firsts. What 
are they? 





1. A type of freekick in football, in which Dicii(Brazii) 
spmialised in. 

2. Rod Laver. 

3. C.B. Fry 

4. K.S. Ranjitsinhji, for England versus Australia in 
1806 

5. Premiit Lai. 

6. Tenzing Norgay. 

7. He donated the Ranji Trophy when it was 
inaugurated for the first tinne in 1934-35. 

8.1927. In the Essex versus New Zealand match 
at Layton. 

9, It was the first time in Ol^pic history when the 
photo-finish timing device was accepted as the 
official source to verify performances. 

10, In Richard Hadlee's ‘motivation card', which he 
carries around in his bag, almost wherever he 
goes. 

11, Sporting Times. 

12.2 metres per second. 

13. Daley Thompson. 

14. Joe Louts 

15. It was the first marathon (a) To be run at night, 

(b) To start and end outside the stadium, and 

(c) To be won by a black African. 

TMS QUIZ HAS SEEM COUPILED BV: 
SHIKHA CHATTEIUEE. 

11, DWARIK SANHULy S1BEET, 

P.O. KAU8NAT. 

CALCUnA TOO m 












PHOTOGRAPH OF THE WEEK 



The Indian wicketkeeper, Kiran More, tries out a different view of life 








PHOTO FEATURE 



Saradindu 

Mukherjee: The newcomer 
would require a lot of self-belief 
and patience to tide over the 
uncertainties, the ups and 
downs that seem destined to 
shadow him as a spinner till he 
hits big time glory, in 
Chandigarh, when he made his 
India debut they said he bowled 
well. And that’s all. No wickets. 
And Just when impatient critics 
had started talking about the 
futility of inducting him into the 
Indian team, Mukherjee 
improved further in Cuttack, 
took a wicket and gave away 
only 3 runs per over. 









i 


Mohammad Azharuddin: Evan 
though thara atifi tamalna 
among critica aoma dabata 
about tha Hydarabwira 
handling of tha Indian 
captaincy, thara could ba no 
two onions about hit 
axcaiiant and conaiatant 
batting which certainly haa 
halpad hla image aa tha leading 
paraorwiity of tha Indian team. 

Hia watl'Judgad and yet 
blitzkrieg 40 at Cuttack waa one 
axampla.. 
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Navjyot SIdhu: Going great gunal The no*holda barred batanum la now really 
thriving In Ma tola aa an Indian opener. And the auraet Indication of Ma 
current aggraaaiva mood came In Chandigarh vrhare againat Bangladaah, ha 
blasted everything before him to get a ecintlllating cmitury... 
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ASIA CUPTHE SCORECARDS 


SRILAilKAs 

'jC. Simanayeke b Wasaan 27 

H. TItiskratnecRajubWassan 26 

A. Ourusinghe b Wasaan 34 

Arvinda D’Silva c More b Saradindu 11 

A. Ranatunga c and b Prabhakar 53 

R. Mahanamarunout 0 

S. Jayasuriya Ibw Kapil 23 

R. Ratnayeke b Kapil 0 

C. Ramanayeke b Kapil 0 

D. Anurasiii mn out 8 

J. Warnaveara not out 0 

Extras (b-8. lb-19, w-4, nb-1) 32 

Total 214 

PaH of wickets: 1 -51.2-62,3-86,4-159.5-162,6-190, 

7-191,8-191.9-210. 

BOWLING:Kapil 9.2-1-48-3; Prabhakar 10-2-39-1; S. 
Mukherjee 10-0-30-1; Wassan 10-0-28-3; V. Raju 
10-0-42-0. 

INDIA: 

Ravi Shastri run out 4 

N.S. Sidhu c R. Mahanama b D. Anursari 25 

S. Manjrekar run out 26 

Md. Azharuddin st, H. Tilekratne b S.. Jayasunya 40 
S, Tendulkar Ibw A. Ranatunga 4 

Kapil Dev b R. Ratnayeke 32 

M. Prabhakar c A. D'Silva b Warnaveera 4 

K. More b A. Ranatunga 27 

V. Raju run out 0 

Atui Wassan b Ratnayeke 1 

Saradindu Mukherjee not out 2 

Extras {lb-6, w-2, nb-5) 13 

Total 178 

Pall of wickets: 1 -24,2-37.3-81,4-95,5-111,6-123, 

7- 165,8-166, 9-173. 

BOWUNG;R. Ratnayeke 6.5-1-24-3: C. Ramanayeke 

5-0-12-0; D, Anurasiii 10-0-44-1; A. Ranatunga 
10-0-36-1; S. Jayasuriya 6-0-22-1; J. Warnaveera 

8- 0-34-1. 

Ranatunga receiving the Man of the 
Series trophy 






Captain AxhariKknrhTho am of. 
Axhaniddiri Iws soma to sbw 

(Final) 

SRI LANKA: 

Charith Senanayeke run out 25 

Hashan Tiiakeratne c More b Wassan 15 

Asanka Gurusinhe run out 39 

Aravinda de Silva c and b Mukherjee 26 

Arjuna Ranatunga run out 49 

Roshan Mahanama c More b Kapil 5 

Sanath Jayasurya a Manjrekar b Kapil 10 

Rumesh Ratnayake Ibw b Kapil 0 

Graeme Labrooy c Prabhakar b Ka^ 10 

Champaka Ramanayake not out 9 

Jayananda Warmaweera not out 0 

Extra (b1,lb13,w7) 21 

Total (for nine wkts in 45 overs) 204 

Fall of wickets: 1-48,2-50,3-93,4-151,5-176. 

6- 177.7-182.8-182. 

9-202. 

Bowling; Kapil 9-0-31-4; Prabhakar 9-1-36-9; 
Mukherjee 9-0-39-1; 

Wassan 7-0-35-1; Raju 8-0-34-0: Shastri 3-0-15-0. 

INDIA; 

Ravi Shastri c Tiiakeratne b Labrooy 6 
Navjot Sidhu c and b Ranatunga 15 
Sanjay Manjrekar not out 75 
SacNn Tendulkar Ibw b Ratnayake S3 
Mohammed Azharuddin not out 54 
Extras (Ibl, w1) 2 

Total (for three wids in 42.1 overs)205 < 

FaH of wickets: 1-14,2-30,3-121. 

Bowling: Lalrooy 8.1-1-29-i;Ramaiia^e > 

7- 2-32-0; Ratnayake 

8- 0-34-1; Ranatunga 2-0-12-t; Wtrhtfweera 
6-0-41-0; Gurusinhe 

6-0-26-0; Jayasurta 5-0-30-0. 


Bangladesh ^ Sri Ueriu: Sii Lmka 249 tor 
4tft4Sovsrs 

Bangfatissh: 178 for 9 in 45 ovsrs 





ASIA CUP CRICKET 


Suprakash Ghoshal reviews the tournament 
memorable for the stellar roles played by the 
Indian skipper Mohammad Azharuddin and his 
Sri Lankan counterpart Arjuna Ranatung^a. 
Azharuddin emerged the Man of the Final, while 
Ranatunga was elected the Man of the 
Tournament... 


Azharuddin: 
Skipper’s innings 
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T hough Mohammad 

Azhariiddin’s captaincy for 
India has never becm a 
subject of bittex' 
controversy, theie have been 
oc;casional rumblings of 
discontent whenever India hajs 
failed to impress 
hlul. perhaps, now it seems that 
the era of Azharuddin has come to 
fjtay And should, because, in all 
fairnes.s to the man and his 
cricketing abilities, and especially 
Ills attilude, this is one man who 
lead.s from the front —by example. 
Ilf IS (;ffc('tive in his quiet 
j eflieieni.y, he is unobtrusive and 
I yet reasonably assertive in 
imposing his authority And 
] abriveall his batting as well as 
fielding has I'emairied remarkably 
! unaneeted by the burden of 
deeisioii making. Unlike many of 
his lormcr and present 
colleague.s 

No doubt, that’s a remarkable 
iuduevement And jierhaps, 
nowhere else did it come in 
sharpfir locus than the 
just-concluded Asia Cup where 
Azharuddin excelled and—as a 
res u It 1 nd iH did Uxi. 

The biggest plus point for the 
’young’ Ilyderabadi. who still does 
not relish licing called a man, (he 
prefers ‘txi.v’i is that his 
batting after a long, disquieting 
spell of mdiffei'eiice— is now back 
on its original t r;«;k of gloiy The 
confidence has ret urnerl, the 
i splendour .shines again Anri 
together they liave eontribuled 
richly in eiiliaiuang his image and 
personality as skipper. 

i’erhaps, India required such a 
thing to hapjxin for it..s cricketing 
future, winch atone time looked 
jeopardisixl lor its captaincy 
crisis. 

Yes. crisis it indeed was that 
shiny afternoon in Eden Gardens 
too. Sn Lanka was really doing 
well, palpably caiiitalisingon the 
new-found coiifidenee generated 
by the eonvinoing Cuttaek victory 
Both captains had gone out in 
the middle, shivering in the cold 
morning mi|t, anticipating 
trouble EcWliey Ixith know the 
toss of the cxiin would be crucial. 
For the notoriety of the 


treacherous nature of the Eden 
Gardens on a. winter morning was 
no local gossip. It is well-known 
that the cold morning haze that 
settles down on the wicket, along 


with the moisture of the dew, can 
have only trouble in its womb. 

The ball swings so 
unpredictably, the pacers can 
have a field day; the slightly moist 
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wicket can make the epinners 
viciously vindictive. 


have in its ranks the great Kapil 
Dev, who for all the criticism 


prove so eventually. 

Then there were the spinners. 


So, when Azharuddin won the levelled against him for his lack of the newcomers Vankatapati Baju 


toss, the knowledgeable thought wickets, is still a lurking danger 
half the battle was won. India still for any aspiring side. And he did 


and the quick rising Saradindu 
Mukherjee, whose successes on 








nepemaneat 

^nsation 

Sachin 

Temiulkar 

whose entire 

attlhiie sends 

out 

nnmlstakahle 
signals of 
dellance W ang 
kind el hesUllig 
that he laces. Al l 
Eden Gardens, 
he was the first 
to give a hint el 
the Shane of 
things In the 
eVing.... 


the domestic front has already 
caused great expectations. And of 
course thei’e was the 
unpredictable wicket with its C3wn 
diabolical gameplan. No wonder 
the pundits thought half the battle 
was won 

But Sri Lanka had other plans. 
As the early Sri Lankan batsmen 
began to settle down, and hit out 
on occasions, the runrate looked 
an impressive 4 per over a little 


too early to believe 

But all the same it was 
happening. Newcomer Wasson 
began to be punished, often 
humiliated through lofty sixers, 
as it began to look possible that Sri 
Lanka would race towards a 
tough challenging total. 

At this junctui’e Azharuddin’s 
decision to bring in Kapil Dev for 
his second spell (bis first spell 
being moderately effective) 



Sachin Tendulkar: going great 
guns 
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sparkled with genius. 

Kapil struck with great venom, 
ripping through the entire 
Lankan middle order, to settle for 
a hattnck and one wicket more. 
Azharuddin got his reward. 

Now the Sri Lankans struggled 
to coast towards the essential 200 
mark. 

Though the skipper totally 
owed the aborted Sri Lankan 
innings to his great maestro Kapil 


Dev, his mastery that eventually 
gave India the Asia Cup, was now 
about to come. The early impact 
that the Sn Lnkans managed, 
domineering over the Indian 
bowlers in their innings till Kapil 
Dev came, was now transformed 
into their bowling effort, which 
kept the Indians stagnated for 
disquietingly long, as the 
piospect of a victory began to fade 
like a mirage 







But that was only till 
Azharuddin came. He put paid to 
the aggressi ve Lankan hopes, 
taking the sting off their ever 
tightening bowling, as on the 
other end his young partner 
Sachin Tendulkar got electrified 
by the fireworks of his skipper. 

This was Azharuddin's hour. 
Even before the Indian team came 
to the final the skipper had been 
doing a great job, both as a 
performer as well as a 
decision-maker Now he was 
adding the final touches. 

Azharuddin drove, pulled 
swiped, hooked and ran brilliantly 
between the wickets along with 
partners Tendulkar and 
Manjrekar, and quickl.v turned 
the tables on the hopeful Lankans, - 
whose bowling was by then 
reduced to pulp. 

This indeed was a captain’s i 
innings. 

And there could be little doubt 
that the impetus provided by the 
skipper was infecting the young 
ones in the Indian camp. San,jay 
Manjrekar, rather subdued after 
the initial hesitation of the Indian 
batsmen, soon found himself 
going great guns, scoring briskly 
and in the end making a rich haul 
of 75 off 97 balls 

That’s exactly what inpiration 
docs to a talented, skilful 
performer. 

It was only befitti iig t he 
occasion that Azharuddin 
emerged the Man of the Final. In a 
series marked by the stellar roles 
played by the Indian and Sn 
Lankan captains, this was 
undoubtedly a happ.y ending Just 
as was the case with Arjuna 
Ranatunga. the Sn Lankan 
captain, who asked for no quarter, 
and gave none And indeed 
excelled in all the departments 
where he acts. 

A great competitor, Ranatunga 
provided great excitement to the 
tournament both in his individual 
capacity as an all-rounder as well » 
as a teaam man who provided 
great leadership to a talented 
side—once again by example. 
Ijeading from the front. 

That promising morning at the 
Garden Ranatunga could not hide 
his frustrations, when being run 
out he had to give up a superlative 




Manjrekar (foreground) and 
Azharuddin walk back to the 
pavilion victorious 

innings at a time when the Sn 
Lankans were cruising at a 
smooth four runs per over 
Ranatunga knew that the rhythm 
that was struck had to be 
maintained to drive home the 
advantage gained earlv 
. Ranatuiiga launclied his 
onslaught right from the first ball 
of his innings, making his 
intentions clear, while the Indian 
bowling, especially Atul Wasson 
continued to lack in thrust and 
penetration. 

Atul Wasson, sadly, had to 
suffer the humiliation of 
conceding almost all the sixes that 
the Sri Lankans could achieve. 


Although he managed to achieve i 
what looked like an early 
breakthrough taking the wicket 
of Tillekeratnc. Wasson wavered 
time and again in his length and 
direction at a time when, 
considering Kapil Dev’s lack of 
form, he was supposed to bear the 
brunt of the bowling. 

And how magnificently Kapil 
showed his true element, 
silencing the mounting criticism 
that he had been facing about his 
lack of success. There has often 
been talk even about his ouster 
from the Indian team; even if it 
meant denying him the 
opportunity to overcome Hadlee in 
Test cricket. 

Those shafts of condemnation 
had pained him so deeply that 
Kapil recently asked in an 


exclusive interview to 
Sportsworld, “Have I become such 
a burden to my country, that 
everyone now asks me to retire?” 

The sadness, the hurt and 
perhaps the frustration that rang 
in his voice that quiet afternoon in 
Pune is difficult to forget. Maybe, 
the pain was slowly germinating 
rare energy in him, preparing 
him for this spectacular 
explosion. Maybe, the pain will now 
be assuaged, and the vitriol 
silenced for some time to come 
But coming back to the 
wonderful combination that the 
old and the new in the Indian team 
struck up, the progress of Sanjay 
Manjrekar towards further 
maturity has been one of the more 
positive aspects of the Indian 
experience. His innings of the 75 



made one forg-et the mdiffereiit 
performances that he had been 
putting up in the last matches, 
and definitely showed how 
inspiration works 

In the Eden Gardens. Sanjay 
Manjrekar owed his delectable 
knock as much to himself as his 
celebrated partner—captain 
fantastic himself. 

' And of course, the permanent 
sensation Sachin Tendulkar 
whose entire attitude sends out 
unmistakable signals of defiance 
to any kind of hostility that he 
faces. At Eden Gardens, he was 
the first to give a hint of the shape 
of things in the offing. Probably, 
the unreasonable subjugation at 
Cuttack—which indeed looks like 
an aberration—was at the back of 
his mind, and Sachin reacted 


The Indian team rejoice after 
Kapil's hattrick 

instantly as he reached the crease. 

He greeted the Sri Lankan 
bowling with a sharp square cut 
that travelled like a bullet and 
injured Roshan Mahaiiaraa who 
had to leave the ground. 

That was the first spai k, and 
thereafter Tendulkar sought to 
accelerate the run rate through 
quick and clever singles and twos, 
teaming up with Sanjay 
Manjrekar, in whom he got an 
excellent partner. 

This v/as exactly what looked 
like happening in Cuttack too 
when Indian complacency, for no 
reason at all, brought about the 
shock defeat. But there Sachin 


noseaattsai 
eemiemnatiM 
has palnei Urn 
seaeealy Uat 
Kapil reeBaap 
askePlaaa 
exDiBSlw 
lalenlewto 
Sportsworld; 
“Have I PeGeaie 
saeh a banlea to 
aiy coaatry that 
eveiyoaeaow 
waa^ aie to 
nUre?"...Maybe 
Me aala will 
aowbe 
assaageBaaO 
Me vlblal 
sileacea.... 


'I’endulkar must have cursed j 

himself for deviating from his | 

essential aggressiveness, and paid i 
the price for it. 

In the end a woi d of caution for 
those who talk about experience 
and exposure as an excuse for 
participating in big time sport. 
Exposure is beneficial, experience 
is supposed to stand you in good 
stead. But then it all depends on 
your pi-eparedness. your ability to 
imbibe the experience. Else, the 
devastation that you suffer may 
shatter your confidence. 
Bangleidesh made that mistake 
Howevermuch their officials brag 
about their ‘valuable international 
exposure', they paid their price 


l>HOTOOR»PHS' NIKRlLBHArTACHABVA 




THE ASHES SERIES 


E NGLAND’S poor 
batting against a 
moving ball in the 
Brisbane Test was 
in part a !egaf;y of last 
summer’s run-fcast 
when the ball wiUnts 
reduced seam, refused to 
swing or move off the 
pitches which were dry 
and lifeless. 

Remember the sunny 
days when a big bat was 
swung down the line of 
the ball’s flight and 
clobbered it for four or 
six; think of the 
plodders who stayed at 
the crease all day to 
amass seoi'es hitherto 
beyond them. 

Poor players got runs; 
good ones got lots of 
runs. Alan Butcher, a 
very good player who 
scored over 2,000 of mm 
them said “I’ve not 
known a season like it 
The ball just kept on 
coming straight all the 
way I thought the 
bowlers did work a few 
things out by the end 
They seemed to improve 
in August.” 

TheTCCBwas 
delighted to hear this, 
because the previous 
trend of poor bowlers 
getting plenty of 
wickets was arrested. 
Control of line and 
length became essential 
skills again and 
counties began to select 
two spinners 
But what did it do to 
England’’ England’s 
batsmen were flattered 
by the bowling of bof h 
New Zealand and India 
It was an unreal season, 

It IS a different ball game 
now. 

The television cameras 
in Brisbane gave a good 
view of the ball 
swinging and moving 
off the seam for the first 

Should Boycott be called 
in to coach England in 
the art of playing swing 
bowling? 


two days: not always 
unplayable stuff 
(Atherton has the right 
to disagree), but 
requiring a sound 
technique to match the 
adage that the nwiving 
ball has to be played as 
late as possible. 

In England last 
summer, because the 
line and bounce of the 
ball was so predictable 
that batsmen could move 
early into the stroke, 
often whacking the ball 
'on the up’. At the Gabba. 
square-cutting balls 
which were still 
climbing in the bouncf 
was one of the fatal 
indisciplines 

Call in Geoff Boycott 
to coach? Boycott talks a 
tough technical game 


on the 
effect of a 
plodders’ 
summer 
on a 

swinging 
winter 
for the 
Australians 


A 

Swinging 

Series 



I if ^ 







and England look as if 
they ne^ thi-’ 
out-spoken treatment. 

When England were 
in the Caribbean young 
players like Hussain, 
Stewart and Atherton 
were keen to chat about i 


Players like Nasser 
Hussain were keen to 
chat with 
Boycott about 
their game 















their performances with 
Boycott, often with the 
help of some television 
video recording. 

They are not so happy 
now and that is because 
Boycott in newspaper 
articles has rubbished 
both players and 
system, Mickey Stewart 
would argue that 
Boycott cannot scourge 
England in print one 
minute and be part of 
their training 
programme the next 

In any case, is it not 
too late in the day for 
coaching? Test players 
ought to know enough 
about playing methods 
themselves All that 
should be needed is an 
occasional technical 
observaiion from Micky 
Stewart or by one of the 
players. 

Ideally. player should 
help player. That is what 
the best sides do. just as 
professional golfers give 
each other advice when 
asked. But the advice 
must lx? sought. 

Interdependence 
strengthens team spirit. 
Would England have 
done better if last 
summer’s pitches had 
been more resnoiisive? 
More to the point, how 
should the members ot 
the TCCB vote on the 
proposal to uncover 
pitches in the county 
game? 

Natural surfaces, say 
the proposers, will make 
for more lively turf, 
batsmen will have to 
develop sounder 
techniques, become 
expert, in the playing of 
the ball that moves and 
there should be more 
spinners bowling too 

Thfr Board’s Cricket 
Committee does not 
agree. It argues that 
damp pitches do not 
always attract spinners 
but rather the faster 
bowlers who get sudden 




lift The cause ot bust 


season’s run-feast they 
see as the endless 
sunshine. One Bexud 
argument has gone 
adrift, that conditions in 
county games should 
match those in Tests It 
happened that they du! 
in England, but clearly 
batting on them last 
summer was no 
preparation at all foi the 
surface in Brisbane Wat? 
Brisbane on the first two 
days good enough for a 
Test? 


Mike Atherton might 
disagree with Lewis that 
the Aussies aren’t 
unplayable 


(InEogtatuDthe 
previot» trend of 
poor bowlers getting 
plenty of ulcketi was 
arrekeCfontiolQf 
linb^aildt^ilh 


rtHteaiilfliiid 
coiintiismii to 
select two sij 


'i^f- 


Changing next season 


to uncovered pitches 
would he to move ioo 
quickly Alrcruly there 
lias been thcci ror of 
lamptnng bolii with ball 
and pitch preparation at 
the same tune so that the 
.separ.itc effect of each is 
uiicertinn 

1 take the cu\it rs off 
a,'.! well v\di turn the 
,i.U nil nisi''aiiou of the 
>.,ame into a crack pot 
.'ItK-tur who keeps giving 
the patient a different 
pill,# 











BRUCE REID 


The Heicht Of 

DETERnaNAnON 


To oommence this analysis, it would be 
prudent to revert to last year: November 
23. 1990 There was an eerie kind of 
unreality in the air. Maggie Thatcher 
had just tendered her resignation and a 
battered English team—led unexpectedly 
by Allan l^amb had done little in the 
tour prelims to suggest that they would 
frighten Australiaat theGabba. But then 
the start of any Test tends txy arouse 
optimistic feelings for the underdog. 

\ Those thoughts soon became 
jiessimistic. And the solitaiy reason for 
this sudden change of opinion? 

Bruce Anthony Reid. 


G angly, six feet eight inches 
tall, Reid has all the 
attributes of a very 
dangerous fast bowler. 
Impeccable line and length, 
exceptional rhythm, a mean 
bouncer and everything else.. .except an 
inswinger But then, Allan Border isn’t 
complaining 

Held made his Test debut against India 
at the tender age of 22. His inclusion into 
the Aussie squad more a result of 
desperation than necessity. Other 
potential candidates were plagued by 
injuries and a few of them were dubbed 
as ‘South African rebels’ Besides, despite 
hiB inexperience he was Australia’s most 
succ’essful bowler in the series, taking 11 
wickets (29 .‘i4) with a best of 4-100 at 
Melbourne. 

The Indian batsmen found his 
deliveries, which were laced with an 
awkward bounce and movement away 
from the bat -not necessarily their 
speciality - hard to cope with. Add to that 
a trajectory that began at a height of 
about to 8 feet and you’ve acquired 
yourself a major problem 
The Reid success story was written 
chapter by chapter after that With 
experience came the tag of potentially the 
most lethal fast bowler in the Aussie 
continent But then suddenly. 



Bruce Raid has shocked both the 
critics and himself with his splendid 
comeback performance 






PROFILE 


providence tore out a page from his txx}k.s 
The bowling machine broke down: 1988, | 
the third Test against Pakistan in « 
Lahore. Reid collapsed to a protruding | 
spinal disc in his lower back which was 
rubbing against a nerve. Doctors 
diagnosed it as critical, suggested an 
operation and passed their sentence: no 
bowling.. .ever. 

This simple farmer from Western 
Australia thought otherwise. That 
significant chapter would be rewritten. 
Reid was given permission to bowl after 
the removal of two discs and the grafting 
together of two vertebrae in the lower 
back with bone taken from the hip after a 
complicated operation. 

Let us now go back to that fateful day 
of November 23, 1990. The English were 
about to begin their campaign, for what 
they believ^, was the Battle for the 
Ashes. Winning the toss and being put in 
to bat. England started on a cautious 
note. The Aussies had made a bold -but 
nevertheless—well calculated change in 
their squad. Bruce Reid was making a 
comeback. After two years of loneliness 
and inactivity. 

The scores were even till tea. The 
marchpast started soon after that, 
conducted by Reid. The English batsmen 
were unable to cope with his deliveries 
and more importantly, his newly 
acquired determination. Graham Gooch, 
the hero of last summer stalked gloomily 
around the pavilion environs in his 
Akubra hat. His failed hand marked with 
36 stitches in a sling. He looked helpless. 

On the field, Bruce Reid. his back held 
up by metallic attachments to his spine, 
was dictating terms in the middle. 

Having made a comeback in place of an 
erratic Chris Matthews, a revived Craig 
McDermott who missed selection despite 
having a successful Sheffield Shield 
season and an experienced Carl 
Rackemann who was sitting and earning 
the salary of a twelvth man, Reid’s 
forlorn sickbed dreams had come to bear 
fruit within a space of 16 bails. Three 
wickets and England were shattered by 
the man, recently described as, ‘all arms 
and legs.. .much like a blue movie 
without the naughty bits’. 

The Reid success saga—for those who 
dismissed it as a flash in the pan—did 
not, however, end there. He bowled on 
aided by his new found strength and 
determination. If his five wickets at the 
Qabba was purely incidental, then how 
would cricketing pundits analyse his 
jierformance in the second Test at 
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TheliKliaii 
tiatsmen lotutd 
his dleiiv4iMes, 
which were 
laced with an 
awk^rd 
bounce and 
movement 
away from the 
bat-not 
necessarily 
their 

specialityhard 
to cope with. 
\4ddtDthata 
tra|ectory that 
began at a 
height of about 
7V2 to 8 feet 
and you*v« 
acquired 
yourself a 
major problem 






Melbourne, where he wrecked the top 
English batting order, finishing with 6 
for 97 in the first innings and 7 for 51 in 
the second inningrs? The accolades 
haven’t started pouring in as yet but the 
statisticians provided some consolation. 
They ranked his haul of 13 for 148 as the 
sixth best in Test history by an 
Australian and the best since Bob Massie 
took 16 wickets at Lord’s in 1972. 

RoMn Chattar|M 




























Adrian Ezra, national 
squash champion for 
the third time in a row 
flew down from the 
USA to defend his title 

of a keen tussle 
Drauwala had come 
through after a 
pulsating semi-final 
clash with Arjan Singh, 
the tall lanky 
serviceman from the 
Corps of Engineers. This 
was their third clash of 
the season and it had 
gone the full distance till 
Daruwala put paid to the 
young serviceman’s 
hopes of his maiden 


promised to bc‘ Icnid 
bang, ended in a 
whimper. Meherwan, 
who fought so gallantly 
to down Arjan Singh l h« • 


MEN'S I 

Adrian Ezra bt Meherwan Daruwala 9-3,9-0,9-0. I 

WOMEN'S 

Bhuvaneshwari Kumarl bt Honey Sherman 9-2,9-2,9-6 I 

VETEMN'S I 

Raj Sajaj bt S. Shtrgaonkar 4-9,9-3,9-7,9-2. j 


entry into the national 
final. But not before 
Arjan Singh d(.lighted 
the crowd with hi.s 
firebrand power squash 
and those delightful 
nicks Had he ‘tined' 
less, it might liave been 
a different tale. 

Ezra was in no mrxxi 
to give anything away lo 
Delhi's Yogendra Singli 
(Tubby 1, m the 
semi-final of the 
National Squash 
Championship F’laying 
with a fierce 
determination he 
demolished Tubhy for 
the loss of a single point, 
and cursed himself for 
that lapse 

And thus began the 
defence of his title He 
stai’ted a litlc nervously 
against the solid rrxik 
like eousKstency of 
Daruwala. Throe 
unforced-erroi's and he 
started playing safer 
shots. Then there were 
long rallies from txith 
the southpaws 

Daruwala played extra 
cautiously. And 
was his undoing U'cause 
Ezra moved liim around 
much more, gradually 
taking the wind out of 
Daruwala. Suddenly it 
was all over in a mere 
27 minutes. What had 

Bhuveneshwari 
Kumarl, women’s 
national champion for 
the 15th time 


previ'.iusly day. was but 
a pale .shadow of his 
usual fighting self. Or 
was It that Ezra was 
much lo(.) good for him? 

W'hatever it be, Ihei’e 
are loo few jilayers in 
that tiracketat the top. 
Perhaps the young 
emerging .squash 
brigade from Bombay in 
the Pandole cousins. 
i'lUil Perreiraand 
Hisliad Biihrnoria, or the 
uioi e .sca.soned Delhi duo 
I)!' A H Singh and Udai 
Singh will climb there. 
But. ] .><ee Al lan Singh 
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THE-DOrr-YOURSELF 

TOURNAMENT 


'■or quite happy with the organisation of the 
premier event in squash—the Inter-State 
the‘NationaIs-'-one wag asked the other, 'I 
aee no tournament director, noqhicf referee, 

'. no mike system in the glass backed courts, no 
1 Cirder of play, no nothing. Say. who's running 
. this tournament, and how?’ 

Replied the other wag, “Don’t you know? 
This IS the latest in tournament 
organising- the -do-it-yourself-tournament!” 


breaking fresh ground 
with his aggressive 
unortliodox hard hitting 
Style -a la Stuart 
Davenport, the tall New 
Zealander wfio was 
world No. 3 The real 
silver lining is jwovided 
by the su b-j uniors 1 he 
Asthana twins. Vineet 
and Viiiay- already 
playing solid, matured 
squash. 

I wish we had such a 
silver lining in women’s 


squash as well .But 
right now 

Bhuvaneshwari Kumari 
(Candy), is much loo 
good for hei' 
competitors She met _ 
her old adversary Honey 
Sherman, who stretched 
her a bit, but the result 
was never in doubt 
Candy.the obvious 
winner, has won the 
nationals title for 1 .“i 
years in a row some 
record that and I guess 
there will be some more ^ 


CONFUSION AND INTRIGUE 


F or a matter that 
was never 
con.sidored by SRFI 
(Squash Racket 
Federation of India), 
leave alone taking a 
decision, aPTI press 
report on December 
16, ’90 stated that the 
SRPT had barred the 
defending champion 
Adrian Ezra from the 
National Squash 
Championship. Tliis 
was most intriguing. 

Adrian Ezra lias a 
British passport and 
has recently moved to 
the United States for 
higher studies. His 
nationality as given 
in the International 
Squash Players' 
Association (ISPA) 
ranking list is 
^tish. However, 


Ezra holds a permit 
for residence in India. 

The SRFI executive 
committee meeting 
scheduled to be held 
on December 18. ’90 
had no such point to 
be discussed on their 
agenda, but since the 
press report had 
appeared, they 
discussed it. No press 
release or press 
conference or 
statement to any 
reporter liad been 
given by any SRFI 
official at anytime on 
that subject and the 
press report was 
immediately denied, 
Legal action was 
being contemplated 
for this unfounded 
report which showed 
the SRFI in a poor 
light. 


photographs SA^fTOSH GHOSH 





























AU. IN THE GAME 




Anybody’s game 


A nything, it seems, ean happen in the 
Gulf and we’re not referring to the January 
15, deadline set by Mr. Bush. It's cricket 
we're talking about. The fact rtiat its a tough job 
fbr an umpire to stand in at the A1 Fateh 
tournament in Dubai. 

' In a recent match there, the umpire turned 
down an appeal and was immediately sur¬ 
rounded by protesting players. The match was 
being watched by a member of ttie cricket 
oouncil who, by one of those strange coinci¬ 
dences that befalls the lot of man with unfail¬ 
ing regularity, worked for the same company; 
as the members of the protesting team. This 
gentleman walked on to the field and raised 
his finger decisively. The umpire's decision 
was reversed and the batsman was out 
There seems to be no appropriate way in 
which we can sum up this situation Some 
things are better left unsaid. 


Saudi passions 




T hings done out 
of goodwill just 
don’t get you 
anywhere nowadays. 
The publisher of 
America’s Boxing- 
niuBtt&ted magazine, 
Bert Sugar had 
pffered the US Army 
100,000 copies of the 
mag to help cheer up 


the boys in the desert. 

Uncle Sam nega¬ 
ted the deal by put¬ 
ting his offer on hold. 
The reason? The 
Saudis considered the 
magazine to be por¬ 
nographic. Tlie sight 
of men naked except 
for their shorts could 
inflame the most 
dangerous of pas¬ 
sions. they explained. 
Arrangements were 
thereafter made to 
import the magazine 
so long as it didn’t fall 
into Saudi hands. 
There have been 
many sound argu¬ 
ments against box¬ 
ing. .but pornog¬ 
raphic! 

Wonder what the 
Saudis think of syn¬ 
chronised swim¬ 
ming? 


d 


'Wim 


8 ^ 


Eleven tim^ 


S CXDCER refs have been, having a *ball’ late* 
ly. The referee is always right; at leai^ 
when he pulls up a member from the 
opposition. We also congratulate Giuseppe 
Lorenzo for having been the fastest player to 
be sent off the field in recent times. Timing 10 
secs. Is this a record? 

Lorenzo came on as substitute in the 72nd 
minute against Parma as Bologna were about 
to takea corner. Before the kick could be takep, 
the linesman informed the ref that liorenzo 
had. clobbered someone on the way in. Off, he 
went! 

We also applaud the brave actions of referee 
Pedro Cast^eda. In officiating a match be¬ 
tween Toledo Imperial and Oamonal, he sent 
off the whole Gamonal team! 

Castaneda began hy sending off one Toledo 
player and two from Gamonal for chucking ' 
mud at each other. Things hotted up when, 
after spectacular fouls on a defender and 
goalie, Toledo scored their third goal. 

The ref was immediate^ surropnded tty pro- 
testing Gamonal players: even Toledo ag xtwd - 
their goal was illegal. But the ref thought 
otherwise. He fished out hiscard and flashed it' 
at all the Gamonal bqys. 

Castaneda later agreed that hie action was a'' 
bit 'unusual' but added that he had nodholos, 
“after 1 was insulted gravely.’’ , , , ■’.i,'*'. 

He’s quite a man.- ■ 

































R EMTCMBER the shuttle run 
from high school phys^ 
oI m b ? You had to sprint across the 
gym. come to an abrupt stop, grab 
an object, sprint back to the other 
aide, put the object down, and 
repeat the whole thing until your 
legs buckled. You hated the 
exercise—and envied the well-cut 
Jocks who excelled at it. They were 
taut and wiry, quick and springy, 
with the legs of a Rodin. Like 
Oreoo-Roman wrestlers minus the 
steroids. Boy, could they move. 

But just try the shuttle run 
now. Go ahead—use your living 
room, backyard, whatever. See 
how far you get. If jrour heart 
races, yoiu* le|^ bum and you lose 
all sense of coordination, you’re 
like many recreational tennis 
players who don't move well on 
the court. 

The reason is simple. You lack 
the most important quality of the 
perfect tennis body—great legs. 

The perfect tennis body is both 
rare and beautifhl. It is 
well-proportioned from hmd to 
toe. Picttire the arms of Martina 
Navratilova, the shoulders of 
Oabriela Sabatini, the torso of 
Ivan Lendl, the legs of Steffi Graf. 
Combine those attributes,and you 
would create a composite few 
players could ever hope to achieve. 

The precise relationships 
between anatomy, phs^ology and 
performance remain something of 
a mystery in tennis, which has 
lagged behind other sports in 
profiling performers. Researchers 
in rxuuiing, cycling, swimming 
cmd skiing have all tested elite 
athletes to correlate common 
characteristics of excellence. The 
results provide valuable 
information for everyday 
participants. Only in the past year 
has tennis, in the form of the 
USTA’s Sport Science Committee, 
embarked on such extensive 
research. 

It comes as no surprise that the 
two world No. Is, Lendl and Graf, 
are cited most often by teimis 
authorities as having the 
8port's"best bodies.” In fact, both 
Lendl and Graf, along with 
Navratilova, were named earlier 
this year to the Best Bodies of the 
Eighties list by body-building 
gurujoe Welder. 









There’s a line from 
Chariots of Fire that 
has become a sports 
maxim: “You can’t put 
in what God left out”. 
Lendl’s efforts, 
however, seem to 
refute that 


"Stefll’a got the best tennis body 
I've ever seen." says TV 
oonunentator Mary Carillo, who 
diiTerentiates the gifted firom the 
workhorse. CbnuT, she says, is 
blessed with nattiral speed, 
powerful legs, big hands. "Qod 
kissed her right on the lips,” 
Carillosays. 

There’s a line from Chariots of 
fhvthat has become asports 
maxim: "You can’t put in what god 
left out.” Lendl’s efforts, however, 
seem to refute that. His 
comprehensive fitness program 
has given him the armour to not 
only become No. 1, but to stay 
there. CariUo calls Lendl a 
“blueoollar” player, someone who 
has lifted his game through 
aggressive conditioning. "You can 
see it in his play, the endless 
hoius spent on footwork,” she 
says. 

Footwork is indeed the key, 
according to Andre Agassi’s 
coach, Nick BoUettieri. “Ck)ntrary 
to what most players think, it’s 
not poor technique but physical 
problems that lead to a weak 
game,”saye BoUettieri. "If a player 
worked on conditioning alone, he 
could improve his game by as 
much as 75 per cent.” 

CariUo agrees. "When you start 
to tire, your form breaks down 
and your serve suffers,” she 
explains. "You’re not moving as 
weU to the baU. You think you’re 
not hitting the baU weU, but 
you’re just not getting to the baU. 
It's sad to see club players have a 
reaUy long raUy, and three points 
later they’re stiU gasping for air. ” 

Of course, much of having the 
perfect tennis body is what you’re 
bom with, but you can improve 
what you do have. 

"There are many different body 
types that can perform well in 
tennis,” says Gary Wadler, M.D., a 
U.S. Open physician for the past 
10 years. “You have a Uthe 
CarUng Bassett-Seguso on one 
hand, a strong Martina 
Navratilova on the other.” 

For instance, most players can 
develop what former Wimbledon 
and U.S. Open champion Stan 
Smith calls "greyhound legs.” Leg 
portfoUu, if you wiU, is more of a 
concept than a measurement. It is 
not based on any strict standard of 





sMilouav 
Mecir uses to achieve 
leg stren^ is ballet 
traming. He is 
deceptively quids 



\ 
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length, girth or even mueole 
definition. Legs differ. Bodies 
differ. Styles of play differ. 

Tennis is a game of endless 
sprints in imdetermlned 
directioxiB. Sprints demand leg 
power and quick muscle response. 
You tnight be faced with a 20-foot 
sprint, then a 10-foot sprint, then 
a 26-footer. You might have to 
chase down lobs and overheads. In 
other words, you have to hustle. 
And pity the poor body that isn’t 


prepared. 

S PEED hiirts. That’s why most 
runners Jog. This and other 
steady-state activities rely on - 
oxygen to help fuel the system. 
Sprinting, whether done on the 
track, football field or tennis 
court, is anaerobic. There is no 
oxygen involved. The intense 
burst causes musde to contract 
too test to allow oxygen to aid in 
the energy process. Lactic add 


builds up. Inhibiting the musdls’s 
ability to produce energy. 

But (it l^t runners have some 
control over their pace. On the 
oourt, you don’t. According to 
Wadlsr, tennis play is 86 to 00 
percent anaarobio. “Jogging is not 
the answer,” he says. “You must 
do sport-spedflc sprint work to 
develop the physiological system 
to generate energy without 
oxygen.” 

That’s especially true in tennis, 
where the oo\irt measures only 38 
feet long by 27 feet wide. And 
remember, you don’t only move 
forward. You move sideways and 
backwards. You change direction. 
Such contained intensity, say 
physiologists and trainers, 
requires some simulation of the 
^aae in your conditioning 
program. 

Qreat legs not oifiy elevate your 
game, but th^ also prevent 
izijury. Strong qiiadiioeps (upper 
thigh muscles) help support the 
knees, which often take a beating 
on the oourt. For a quick self-test, 
stand up, tighten your legs, make 
a fist and lightly punch your 
quads. If your hand feels like it’s 
making, contact with Mike 
Tyson’s abs, you’re in good shape. 
If your quads accept the blow with 
indentation, your knees nmy be in 
jeopardy. 

Miloslav Mecir is one player 
whose quadrioep developmrait 
“has saved him from further wear 
and tear on the knees,” according 
to ATP trainer Bill Norris. Among 
the many methods Mecir uses to 
achieve leg strength is ballet 
training. “The ballet moves have 
helped his agility on the oourt.” 
says Norris. “ Now he’s 
deceptively quick.” 

It’s practically impossible to 
refute the benefits of dance, but 
for core training, Norris 
advocates oourt drills, placing a 
bell at different “stations” and 
racing back axid forth from one 
ball to the next. Remind you of 
anything you did in your youth? 

For a variation on the theme, try 
the shadow drills tevoured by 
Smith, who now serves as director 
of coaching for the U.8. National 
team. Tm a big fan of quick stops 
and starts, a bend of the knee, and 
recovery back into position,” 










rf“Steffrs got the best 
1 tennis body I’ve ever 
'.seen. God kissed her 
right on the lips”—T’V 
analyst Mary Carillo 



Bmithaaya. Theaha(lowdTUlla,ln 
efflBot. make-believe play. With 
raolrat In hand, daah oroaa-oourt, 
atop abrupOy, reach for a 
forehand, reverse direction, race 
to the other aide, stop, go for a 
backhand. “In a match,” reasons 
Smith, "you can’t take a golf cart 
between shots.” 

Another way to develop leg 
power is through ply ometrio 
drills, like hopping. Jumping and 
bounding. These ezerdses are 
favoured by downhill ski racers, 
whose thigha must withstand the 
pressure of holding a tuck at 70 
mph. Tim Mayotte has had 
Buooese with these drills. 

Still another exercise for the 
legs is running short sprints, like 
Pete Sampras does. Pat 
Etoheberxy, the conditioning 
trainer at Nick BoUettisri'a Tennis 
Academy in Bradenton, Florida, 
has Sampras run 18,40-yard 
sprints as part of his workout. 
"Pete could go out and run 6 
miles, but then he’ll be slow on the 
court," says Etchebrarry. "You 
have to train for speed.” 

By developing the anaerobio 
system, you train muscles to react 
not only quickly and powerfully, 
but with enduranoe. In a single set 
you may need to unleash a 
hundred bursts of speed. The 
stronger you are, the less lactic 
acid btiilds up. 

Shottlder strength is also 
essential for the perfect tennis 
body. But that doesn’t mean you 
should start pumping up. Instead, 
strive for lean, slmk mxiscles, the 
kind that Etcheberry says is best 
derived from weight work. 
“Traditionally, weights give you 
bulk and that’s the opposite of 
what you want for tennis,” says 
Etcheberry. To avoid bulk, he 
stiggests more repetitions of 
lesser weights with few rests 
between each set. Etcheberry also 
advocates working on the 
abdominal musolee as a means of 
strengthening the serve. 

So what’s a perfect tennis body 
to do? Well, the consensus seems 
to be that when all is said aiul 
done, nothing beats a great pair of 
legs. But it certainly doesn't hurt 
to have the entire package. • 

Courttty: WotM TwmS 
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J TARTING last 
week, we had 
be^un on our 
magical mystery 
tour to work off the 
caloric excesses of our 
year-end excesses. 
Having already 
discussed how to 
awaken the body and tell 
it,it’s time to get to work, 
now we’re going to put 
one myth to rest before 
proceeding with the 
exercises that’ll get us 
looking as Rt as the 



folks pictured in these 
pages. 

Most of us—the more 
overweight and unfit we 
are, the more likely we 
are—^believe that the 
first thing to do when 
trying to trim off those 
extra kilos is stop 
eating. So much so that 
some of us even resort to 
starvation diets. Which 
is exactly what not to do. 

As discussed before in 
these pages, the body 
won’t shed size just 
because you’re also 
turning on the body’s 
natural defence 
mechanisms. You see, 
the moment the human 
system is demed 
nutrition, it begins to 
hoard whatever precious 
little it gets (that’s the 
stuff you’re allowing 
yourself on your diet) 
and slowing down the 
metabolism. And this 
effect carries on for 
some time when you do 
eventually off your 
diet, making the normal 
intake of food put back 
eversrthing that you lost. 

The best—and most 
permanent—way to 
lose weight is to 
exercise. Do some form 
of aerobic activity, and 
you’ll be asking the body 
to reach into its 
reserves. And the 
human body’s only 
energy ireserves are fat. 



In fact, if you’re 
willing to listen to 
reason, you’ll find that 
most fat people around 
you actually eat less 
than the thinner ones to 
begin with. You’re 
always so conscious of 
yoxir obesity that you’ll 
watch how much you 
serve yourself, how 
much you pour into 
your glass. And yet 
you’re fatter! 

If you don’t believe us, 
read on: a study done in 
1985 measured the 
caloric intake of ovef 
6000 people and came 
up with an inverse 
relationships between 
calories consumed and 
bodyweight. Other 


studies have proved that 
thin school children ate 
anything between 800 
and 1200 calories more 
than their fat 
coxmterparts, So. it's 
pretty obvious that intake 
of food has very little to 
do with the way you 
look. 

If you’re willing to 
burn off in excess of 
what you put in, then 
you're going to lose 
weight. But if you don’t 
burn off anything at all, 
you’re always going to 
be on the plus side.. .no 
matter how little you 
eat. 

So, hope you’re 



somewhat convinced 
now. Don’t get all cutup 
because we’re trying to 
disprove what all the 
diets have been 
promising. All we’re 
trying to say is: if you’re 
interested in taking the 
fat off—and keeping it 
off—you’ve got to do 
more than just diet. 
You’ve got to get that 
ticker pumping; the 
muscles flexing; the 
sinews stretching; the 
sweat flowing. On top of 
all this, if you’re still 
upto watching what you 
eat, so much the better! 

Don’t forget, all these 
highly-fit folks we 
picture in this column 
combine dietary control 
(that’s the key word, not 
the diet bit) with 
high-intensity 
workouts. 

Stay with us for the 
next couple of weeks and 
we’ll gradually take you 
through a workout 
that’ll have you fitting 
into the clothes you were 
wearing before all those 
parties happened. • 




PREVIEW 


jEf? cnowisKnTS file 



AUSTRALIAN OPEN 


WHY 

LENDL MUST 

WIN? 










HE town ain’t big' 
enough for the two of 
ua says the marshall to 
the gunslinger. The 
gunslinger can leave 
'or die. If a cowboy 
movie didn’t have this 
scene, who waUihed it? 
Nobody. 

Ivan Lendl knows this 
scene backwards. 
Definitely. Surely. He 
better. 


There’s a ahoot-to-kill 
gunfight smouldering 
on the tennis circuit 
with three gangs 
looking to rule. Agassi, 
Chang, Ivanisevic and 
Sampras are honing 
their weapons on the 
range: Becker and 
Edberg are sitting in the 
sheriff's office, wearing 
the badge of authority; 
and Lendl is wondering 


if he should saddle-up 
and follow McEnroe and 
Connors out of town, or 
show the boys that he’s 
still the fastest gun in 
the West. 

E very player has 
levels. McEnroe lost 
hie. Lendl is losing; his. 
What follows is that the 
fear and respect they 
once commanded has 



Lendl’s reign as 
marshall of 
tennis may be 
over, but 
leathery 
gunfighters 
never really 
fade away. 
They keep 
battling... 
eventually 
contributing to 
Boot Hill. And 
Lendl is ready 
for just that. 
The battle that 
is. 


now diminished 
McEnroe has not been 
successful in dealing 
with the demons that 
fester within him. Lendl 
is not that far gone 
being more resilient, 
mentally and physically. 
If the word association 
with McEnroe in 
retirement, with l^endl it 
is resurrection. 

McEnroe has lost an 
entire slice of his 
greatness, l^endl has 
merely misplaced the 
edge m his game. ! 

It shows in his 
performance. A five-set 
defeat by Pat Cash at the 
1988 Australian Open 
semi final; a five-set 
defeat by Wilander at the 

1988 US Open final; a 
five-set defeat by Chang 
at the 1989 French Open 
fourth round; a. five-set 
defeat by Becker at the 

1989 Wimbledon 
semi-final: a five-set 
defeat by Sampras at the 

1990 US Open quarter 
final. 

These defeats perse do 
not appear unusual, a 








perspective that alters 
once you consider the 
s xire and the occasion. 
Lendl had a 
imperturbable, 
impenetrable air at the 
Grand Slams—he 
personified consistency, 
the greater the occasion, 
the more refined his 
play. Furthermore, in a 
Grand Slam fifth set, he 
was the original Man of 
Steel. Yet he was failing. 
So much so, that, the 
man who won two 
Grand Slam 
tournaments in 1987 
would in the next three 
years (88-89-90) win two 
in totality. Absurd‘S 
Perhaps. 

l.«ndl IS a 

manufactured player. A 
product of discipline, 
not superior genes. At 
30 he trains as 
religiously but there is 
no regimen to counter 
age and its sly. subtle 
demons. He is playing 
men of a generation 
where speed and power 
have replaced finesse 
and intellect, where even 
a fractional athletic 
retardation is fatal. That 
translates to errors, and 
Lendl who knew not 
what that word meant, 
now IS a collector of 
them. The edge, 
remember. He says, 

“you ask Stefan or Boris 
and they will tell you if I 
play my best. I’m going 
to beat anybody”. The 
best comes too rarely 
now. 

As much as winning 
Wimbledon rules his 
very life, Lendl is not 
oblivious to the race for 
No. 1. Which is reason 
why the Australian 
Open is vital. If he has to 
stay with Becker and 
Edberg in the race—and 
in public esteem as a 
champion—he must 
win. The Open assumes 
further significance 
because everyone wants 






and although Agassi would not just recharge controversy, whining 

(him again) and Chang *' IClOry lOF his career. It would also and image, all the while 

will stay home, the rest Lendl would enliven the game which, 1 showing a commendable 


should be there. 

Lendl’s advantage is 
that he loves the sui'face, 
has won on it twice, , 
combats the heat well 
with his Beau Geste hat, 
and is eager to start 
1991 afresh. Edberg 
poses the most 
dangerous threat, 
Becker not so, as for 
some reason he is uimble 
to succeed in Melbourne. 
He calls it a ‘jinx’ but 
tennis makes no 
allowances for such 


not just enliven 
his career. It 
would also 
enliven a game 
that is being, 
stifled by 
Becker and 
Edberg’s 
energetic but 
unelectrifying 
domination 


but for Sampras' US 
Open win, is being 
stifled by Becker and 
Edberg’s energetic yet 
unelectrifying 
domination. It is an 
interesting reversal of 
roles, for not so longugo 
Lendl was the one 
hunted by Becker and 
Edberg. Now he is the 
hunter. 

If Lendl were to lose 
and fade quickly into the 
dark night, the game 
would suffer. Tennis 


preference for 
substance. He has been, 
quite simply, an 
extraordinary 
champion. His reign as 
marshall of tennis city 
may be over, but 
leathery gtmfighters 
never really fade away. 
They keep 
battling.. .eventxxally 
contributing to Boot 
Hill. And Ivan Lendl is 
ready for just that. The 
battle that is. 


trivial labels. 


needs him. He has 
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6 Eng vs Aust, Third Test 
(Sydney). World Swimming 
Championship (Perth); Final of 
Australian Men's Hardcourt 
Tennis (Adelaide); 11th ^b- 
junior and 13th Smlor National 
Archery (Calcutta); K.D. Singh 
Babu Memorial Hockey (Luot- 
now), National School Games 
(Gandhinagar, Sholapur. Aka- 
laui). Final of President's Polo 
Cup (Bombay) 


SPORT 



7 Eng vs Aust, Third Test 
(Sydney); World Swimming 
Championship (Perm)); KD 
Singh Babu Memorial Hockey 
(Lucknow); Archery Nationals 
(Calcutta) 



I Tata Int C^en Chess (Jam¬ 
shedpur); Benson & Hedges 
World Series Cup, Eng vs Aust, 
(Sydney); Federation Cup 
Football semi final (Canna- 
nore); Senior National Vol¬ 
leyball (Bombay); National 
School Games (&indhlnamr, 
Sholapur, Akalaui); Australian 
Men's Hardcourt Tennis (Ade¬ 
laide); K.D.Singh Babu Memo¬ 
rial Hockey. (Lucknow) 


QEng vs Austr, Third Test 
0(Sydney); Final of K.O. 
Singh Babu Memorial Hockey 
(Lucknow): World Swimming 
championship (Perth); Nat. 
Archery (Calcutta): PSV Ein¬ 
dhoven vs India; Llnder-23 XI, 
Supersoccer series (Banga¬ 
lore) 


9 National Archery (Calcutta); 

Senior National Table Ten¬ 
nis (Jaipur). 



IQ Sm Indira Gandhi int. 
Iv Gold Cup Hockey 
(Lucknow); National Archery 
(Calcutta); Sr. Nat. TT (Jaipur); 
Nehru Gold Cup Football (Tri¬ 
vandrum); All-India Shastri 
Memorial Hodtey (Guna); B & 
H World Series Cup. 1st linal, 
(Sydney); P.S.V. Eindhoven vs 
I FA Xt, Supersoccer series 
(Calcutta) 


OA: Indira Gandhi Hockey 
MU(Lucknow); Nehru Gold 
Cup Football (Trivandrum); 
Finals of Yonex Open Badmin¬ 
ton Chps (Tokyo); Eng “A" vs 
Pak "A", second one-day m- 
ternaiional (Lahore); Australian 
Open (Melbourne): Jr Inter- 
State Athletics Meet (Cuttack). 


QQ; Final of Nehru Gold Cup 
M f Football (Trivandrum); 
Eno vs Aust, Fourth Test (Ade¬ 
laide); Erw 'A' vs Pak. 'A', First 
Test, ((Sujranwala); San 
Sebastian International Cross 
Athlalic Meet (i^m). 


t/L Gandhi Gold Cup 
AhKHockey (Lucknow): Nehru 
Gold Cup Football (Trivandru- 
m):Australian Open (Mel¬ 
bourne); (Guna); Final of All 
India Shastri Memonal Hockey; 
Nationai Archery (Calcutta); Sr. 
Nat. TT (Jaipur); England 'A' vs 
Comb. Univ. of Pak. (Lahore). 


Of: Indira Gandhi Hockey 
Ml(l-ucknow); Nehru Gold 
Cup Football (Trivandrum), 
Eng "A" vs Habib Bank 
iRawaipindi): Inter-Railway 
Amietic Meet (Madras); Austra¬ 
lian Open (Melbourne). 


Ehg vs AusL Fourth Test 
MQ(Adelaldei; Junior Nation¬ 
al Boxing Championships, 
(Aliwal), 


fC: 5th International Indira 
ItiGandhi Gold Cup Hockey 
Tournament, (Lucknow); 9tn 
Internalioiial, Nehru Gold Cup 
Football, (trivandrumi, Sr 
National T.T (Jaipur); Yonex 
Open Badminton Chps.. 
(Tokyo): Australian Open Ten¬ 
nis (Melbourne), 2na final of 
Benson & Hedges. World 
Series Cup (Melbourne), Eng¬ 
land "A" vs Comb. Univ, of 
Pak, (Lahore), 


OQ: Final of Indira Gandhi 
WMHockey (Lucknow); Nehru 
Gold Cup Football (Trivan¬ 
drum); Eng A' vs Habib Bank 
(Rawalpindi); Inter-Railway 
Athletic Meet (Madras), Austra¬ 
lian Open (Melbourne) 


90: Eng vs Aust, Fourth Test 
6v(Addaide); Jr. Nat. Box¬ 
ing Championships, (Aizwe.'}: 
Eng ‘A' vs Pak 'A', First Test 
(Gujrenwala). 


f C. Indira Gandhi Gold Cup 
lUHockey (Lucknow); Nehru 
Gold Cup Football (Trivan¬ 
drum), Final of Sr. National T.T 
(Jaipur), Yonex Open badmin¬ 
ton Chps., (Tol^); AustraHan 
Open Tennis (Melbourne); En¬ 
gland "A" vs Comb Unhr., (La¬ 
hore) 


Habib Bank 
strallan Open (M 









































THURSDAY 


1 School-,- 

Sholapur, Akalauz): Presi- 
denfs Polo Cup (Bombay); Au 
strallan Man'a Hardcourt Tan 
nia (Adalalda); K.O. Singh 
Babu Memorial Hockey 
(Lucknow). 


National Archery (Calcutta); Sr! 
Nat. TT (Jaipur). 


1•7; Ihdira Oandhi Hockey 
If (Lucknov^; Nehru Gold 
Cup Football (Trivandrum), Au¬ 
stralian Open, (Melbourne), 
Yonex Open Badminton Chps, 
(Tokyo); 3fd final, (it required B 
a H) World Series Cup (Mel¬ 
bourne); Jr. Inter-State Athle¬ 
tics Meet (CuttacA) 


FRIDAY 



04 : Nehni Gold Cup Football 
M .v'^rivandrum), Australian 
Ope. 11 -..•ISoume). 


9|; «Ir. National Boxing 
wlOhampIpinhlpa (Aizwai). 


AEng va Auet.. Third Test 
*«(8^ney); World Swimming 
Championship (Perth): Austra¬ 
lian Men’s Hardcourt Tennia 
i^elaide); National School 
Games (Gandhinagar). Shola¬ 
pur, Akalauj; K.D. Sin^ Babu 
Memorial Hockey (Lucknow): 
President's Polo cup 
(Bombay). 


U 9th Nehru Gold Cup foot¬ 
ball (Trivandrum), National 
Archery (Calcutta), Sr. Nat TT 
(Jaipur); Eng 'A' vs PIA, one * 
day (Karachi), 


|Q' Indira Gandhi Hockey 
JIO(Luckno«^, Nehru Gold 
Cup Football (Trivandrum); Au¬ 
stralian Open (Melbourne): 
Yonex Open Badminton Chps., 
(Tokyo). Duleep Trophy (Cal¬ 
cutta); Eng "A" vs Fuk. A', 
First one-day international 
(Multan); Jr Inter-State Athle¬ 
tics Meet (Cuttack) 


OR: Nehru Gold Cup football 
Mv(Trlvandrum): Eng vs 
Aust Fourth Test (Adelaide): 
Australian Open (Melbourne); 
Eng 'A' vs Pak. ‘A’, First Test 
(Qujranwala) 


SATURDAY 


5 Eng vs Aust, Third Test 
(Sydney): World Swimming 
Championship (Perth); Austra¬ 
lian Men's Hardcourt Tennis 
(Adelaide); Mallus Cross, lAAF 
Mobil Grand Prix Meet (Belfast, 
North Ireland); National School 
Games (Garidhinagar, Shola¬ 
pur, Akatauj); PSV Eindhoven 
vs India XI. Super Soccer (Oe- 
Ihi): K.D. Singh Babu Memorial 
Hockey (Lucknow); President's 
Cup Polo (Bombay). 


19 Nehru Gold Cup lootball 
liW(Trivandrum): National- 
Archery (Calcutta); Sr, 

Nat TT (Jaipur); Eng 'A' vs 
Patron trophy winners 
(Hyderabad); Limenck Int.- 
Cross. lAAF/Mobil Grand 
Pnx Meet (Limenck, Ire¬ 
land) 


IQ: Indira Oandhi Hockey 
l(#(Lucknoi^; Nehru Gold 
Cup lootball (Trivandrum), Au¬ 
stralian Open (Melbourne); 
Yonex Open Badminton Chps . 
(Tokyo); Duleep Trophy, (Cal¬ 
cutta); Jr inter-Stale Athletics 
Meet. (Cuttack) 


■ TELEVISION 


Live telecast of Supersocoar serias, on 

J«», 13. 

Live Tatecaet of India's mstches in Sfh 
Indira Gandhi International Hookey Tourna¬ 
ment at Lucknow 

Live totocast of aH matches of the Sih 
Nehru Gold Cup Int. Football Toumament 


■ RADIO 


Fkjnnl.Tg commentary in Hindi and EngIM). ' 
on semi finals end final of Federation Cup .' 
Football Toumament. 

Running commentary on Supersocoar 
series on Jan. 13. Running commentary on , 
India's matches in Sth Indira Qanefiii Interna 
tionai Hockey Toutnartwni, Lucknow. 

Running commentary on India's rnatches 
of the 9fh Nehru Gold Cup. International 
Football Tournament. 

All commentaries are in Hindi arid English .' 
on the national hook-up. 


912 . Eng vs Aust, Fourth Test 
MiU(Adekide); Finals of Au¬ 
stralian Open Tennis (Mel¬ 
bourne); Eng 'A' vs Pak. 'A', 
First Test (Qujranwala). 



COMPILED BY NOVY KAPADIA 


















































PROFILE 


Giant Panda 

SUNIL PANDA is the gentle giant of Indian. 
basketball. His height, though an advantage on 
coiirt, is a disadvantagre in life J# 




I F you wanted to 
photograph this 
man and wanted his 
full height, you 
would have to move a 
good 20 metres away, 
crouch and then click. 
Photographers have a 
tough time 

accommodating him in 
their picture frame. 

Well, what do you do 
when your subject is 7 ft 


4 inches tail and plays 
one of the most difficult 
sports to photograph: 
basketball? 

The person being 
written about is none 
other than India's 
veteran basketbaUer, 
Sunil Panda, who with 
his towering height and 
scoring prowess has 
impressed basketball 
afficianadoes all over. 


Recalling an incident 
that happened some 
years ago at Kuala 
Lumpur he says, “It was 
a very embarrassing and 
funny situation I was in 
I was in Kuala Lumpur, 
for the Asian Basketball 
Championship (ABC). 
Pradeep Srivastav (as 
tall as me) and myself 
were crossing a street 
and suddenly we heard a 


crash. We turned 
around and there had 
been an accident. Then 
this man runs up to me 
and says, ‘I was 
watching you both, and 
ran into a car.’ I did not 
know what to do.” 
Modest and soft-spoken 
that he is. Panda was 
surely at a loss for 
words. 

Born m a middle class 
family in a small village 
Chorechita in the 
Midnapore district of 
West Bengal .he was the 
tallest in his family. His 
father, a railway 
employee, encouraged 
.his sporting pursuits, 
though strangely 
enough in his carl.y 
years Sunil displayed a 
preference for the shot 
put and discus and not 
basketball. 

It was the promise and 
talent he showed in 
these disciplines that 
got him a job in the Tata 
Iron and Steel Company 
(TISCO) in 1969, where 
he was tutored by the 
lengendary Ken Bosen. 
He won TISCO many 
medals in the Inter-Steel 
Athletics Meet as a. 
shot-putter and 
discus-thrower, 
including a silver medal 
in the discus at the 
Cuttack Nationals in 
1972. 

From the start, Bosen 
felt that Panda was not 
doing justice to this 
stature by pursuing 
these field events So in 
1972, Panda was finally 
persuaded to play 
basketball and the rest 
as they say, is history. 
Before long he had 
earned a reputation in 
the sport that few 
players have rivalled. “I 
will be forever indebted 
to Mr Bosen for 
inspiring me to switch 
to basketball. It is in this 
game that I could realise 
my full potential.” 


x: 

















By K.O. Jacob 



The little lady looks up 
in awe at the towering, 
yet gentle Panda 

The transition to 
playing for his State'and 
for the country was 
smooth and he was the 
captain of the Indian 
squad for the Seoul 
Asiad. 

Panda, surely is a 
traffic stopper, specially 
in our country and he is 
often the brunt of many 
a joke, sniggering 
remai ks and catcalls. 
Being so tall is an 
advantage on court, but. 
off it, it makes life 
miserable As a player 
he is always on the move 
and it can be quite 
frustrating v.ihen the 
berths in the train only 
accommodates heilf your 
body. Travelling in a bus 
is tortuous for him 
because once he 
squeezes himself into a 
seat he can hardly move. 
“Now you wouldn’t want 
to be as tall as me, would 
you? ” he asks mo No 1 
wouldn't, but then 
maybe . 

His life now, revolves 
round basketball Up in 
the moi-ning by 6-f30 
a.m workout, office by 9 
a.m back home in the 
evening, practice and 
then it's family time. He 
loves spending time 
with his wife and kids. A 
father of a son and a 
daughter, he, like the 
kids, is an Amitabh 
Bachchanfan He 
admits that he 
blossomed fully only 
after his marriage in 
1979. ‘My wife has been 
a constant source of 
encouragement to me. 

In fact she is my 
inspiration. She is the 
one who prodded mo on 
In fact my success 
should be dedicated to 
her.” 

Now what was that 
about. ‘Behind every 
successful man is a lady. 






T o Calcutta went 
the honour <->f 
hostinp; the -i 1 st 
National 
Bajsket ball 
Championship in the 
100th year of lhe panic’s 
invention 'I’hns 
incidentally was the city 
I where, for the first time 


in the country, the game 
was played in 1904. It 
also happened to be the 
tercentenary year of 
Calcutta and so no venue 
could be more 
appropriately chosen. 

In the initial phase, 
politics reared its ugly 
head .once again. Politics 


and sports are indeed 
strange bedfellows but 
in India they always go 
together. 

Uttar Pradesh sent not 
one, but two teams for 
the men's competition. 
The teams belonged to 
the rival factions in the 
UP Basketball 


Association, one of J.P. 
Misra and one of Deepak 
Srivastav. Mr Srivastav 
claimed that he had an 
order from a Lucknow 
Court, restraining the 
Misra team from 
playing Nevertheless, 
Misra’s team played. 
Incidentally Mr Misra 


I T's been 86 years since the first basketball 
bounced on Indian soil. And since then the 
game has made inroads into our sports 
culture. These inroads have made sure that 
every school or college worth it’s name has a 
basketball court. Over the years, it has 
acquired a large number of followers 
especially in the states of Kerala. Punjab and 
Bihar. 

Yet in spite of all this we figure nowhere in 
the Asian level. What could be the reason 
behind this? Countries that adopted the game 
years after we did. are much ahead of us. The 
standard of basketball in our country is so 
pathetic that we do not even think in terms of 
sending a squad to the Asian Gaines! 

True, we lack the physical stature required 
for the game. Our height and build does not 
match that of our counterparts from the 
U.S.S.R or U.S. A., but then countries like 
Japan. Korea and the Phillipines also face the 
same problem and sui'ely they ai e much ahead 
of us 

As Sunil Tandon, one of the aeniormost 
players in the Bihar squad put it, “In our 
country, basketball is an outdoor sport, played 
on cement or earthern c-ourts. As a result, our 
movements, our tackles are suited to these 
courts. When we get on to a synthetic court 
(the chosen surface for indoor courts the world 
over) we face a psychological barrier. Our 
movements are sluggish and our instincts are 
not fine-tuned to sharp reflexes,” This is 
surely one of the major drawbacks that we 
face. And yet, the Basketball Federation of 
India (BFI) seems satisfied with the present 
state of affairs and are doing precious little 
about the conditions. 

Players, coaches and managers alike are of 
the common opinion that the Federation has 
done little for the upiiftment of the game in the 
country. But the prevailing power of the BFI 
hangs like the sword of Damocles,,and 


Baskets 


In India baaketball la 
still an outdoor sport 
played on catnant 
courts 



f, 







Mediocrity 
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BASKETBALL 


was re-elected as the 
secretary of the 
Basketball Federation of 
India (BFI) 

Playing on an indoor 
court brought out talent 
and skill in abundance 
The fear of iiyury being 
minimised, the teams 
played with rare 


fervour, and all present 
agreed that this was the 
best national meet m the 
recent past judgmgby 
the standard of play 
The pundits were 
proved right when the 
Railway teams annexed 
both the Todd Memorial 
Trophy for men (for the 


4th consecutive time) 
and the Basalat Jha 
Trophy for women (for 
the 3rd consecutive 
year) 

On the way to the 
hnals the Railway men 
did not really face any 
competition as they 
steamrolled their way to 


the top The final 
between Railways and 
Services was predicted 
as a close affair but the 
Services offered little 
resistance The Railway 
team outwitted their 
opponents purely on the 
b^is of skill and 
techmque Ajmer Singh 


Going To Waste 


everyone who spoke about the Federation did 
so on the grounds of anonymity 

A group of girls from Karnataka pleading 
anonyimty moaned, "The Federation has done 
nothing for the sport There is a lot of internal 
politics, and the people holding office are not 
former players or even remotely associated 
with the game They are either industrialists 
or have political clout Hence selection is not 
made on the basis of merit but on the pu Umg of 
strings " Young girls m their early twenties, 
and they are already a disillusioned lot They 
see no future m pursuing the game senously 

As Thomas Kalierekal, an upcommg star 
from Kerala, put it, “We, at a young age put in 
five to SIX hours daily for the sport But ^is 
cannot continue The game is not financially 
motivatmg and one cannot fill his stomadh 
playmg basketball You are a hero when you 
represent the country, but after a few years no 
one IS bothered " 

Makes one wonder as to how come the game 
IS being played at all The players have little 
security to fall back on at the end of their 
career 

DrS Subramaninn, chief basketball coach at 
t)ie Sports Authority of India (SAT), Patiala 
cited his opinion, "Sponsorship and finanoe 
ai*e the handicaps We are lacking 

spemsors and that is &e reason why basketball 
is stiU being played on outdoor courts m our 
country " Citing the examples of the Arab 
countries like U. A.E, Qatar etc (countries that 
took to basketball miioh later than us) he says, 
"They have a very prafeesloDal spproiuih. They 
spot their talents young and then nurture 
them on a kmg term basis These guys aee sent 
sJWQSd. they ^ the much needed 


mtemational expoeure andaleo the knowhow 
about the lateet techniques of the game " 

Dr Subramanian feels that tiie Federation 
can play a very important role "by choosing 
talent from the mini basketball matches There 
the boys and girls are in the age group of 10 to 
13 years and they can be mouMed according to 
tbs present day reqruirements of Uie game 
There should be clear out objectiTee, and 
exposure should be given specially to the 
Juniora " He admits that "t^ players are 
dedicated, but only some players in the 
national squad have some standard and when 
these play^ move out of the game there are 
no replacements " Why*^ "Because we do not 
nurture talent ’’ 

The upliftment of the game requires an 
awareness to be crested among the people In 
spite of a good advertising oampatsm being 
undertaken the organisers there was no 
crowd support at all The stands bore a barren 
look right from day one and this continued tiU 
the end of the tournament It wiU take a big 
helping of corporate muscle to change this 
TTSCO and ITC have always been dedicated to 
the cause of upliftment of sports in our 
country It is up to other corporate big names 
to take a cue from them and lend a helping 
hand 

As for the Federation,dt Ut time to pull up 
their socks and do its bit in boosting the saggit 
morale of the game m the country. I^be wU 
ewnnot expect an epochal change in the iiear 
future but surely one day in not too 

(Ustant future, we might beeame albroe to 
reckon with. 

It's certainly worth a try. 



















The Railways 
team with the Todd 
Memorial Trophy 

Railways did a 
connnojidabliijob 
shuttling:: bt'tween the 
boards, assisting in 
dof’ojicie and scoring an 
useful J-t points Ram 
Kumar was 


exceptionally good that 
evening with 36 points, 
including 5. three 
pointers. He ended as 
the top scorer of the 
tournament with 177 
points Tlie score finally 
read 96-72, 

I'lie women's section 
saw some very close 
matches Theltailway 


girls opened the throttle 
right from the word go 
and it came as no 
surprise when they 
emerged as the 
champions for the 3rd 
consecutive time. 

The Railways team 
wtis so strong that, there 
were rumours in certain 
sections that Kerala 


Action from the final, 

haftiMMin 

Railways and Punjab 

willingly conceded their 
match against Bengal so 
that they would not have 
to face Railways. Such is 
the authority and fear 
that the Railway girls 
wield over their 
counterparts. 

Punjab, the 
runners-up. had some 
close shaves on the way 
to the top. In their very 
first match against 
Bengal they got the 
biggest fright of their 
lives At the breather the 
hosts were trailing by 
just 2 points The score 
then read 22-24. 
Eventually the score 
read 42-55, in favour of 
Punjab. 

Fi om then on the 
Punjab girls did not 
really meet up w'ith any 
stiff resistance till they 
came across Railways in 
the final. 

The final was a very 
lame affair with the 
Railway women 
overpowering the lasses 
from Punjab with 
considerable ease. From 
minute one it was a one 
sided affair At half time 
the Railways led 44-13. 
The Railways finally 
walked away with the 
honours at 85-53. 
Punjab’s Prabajot Gill 
became the highest 
scorer in the women’s 
section with 122 points 
in six matches. 

It was merrymaking 
season in the city and 
maybe this was the 
reason that the stands of 
the Netaji Indoor 
Stadium wore a deserted 
look right through, 
except for the last couple 
of days. Adequate crowd 
support would certainly 
have added charm to an 
otherwise lacklustre 
tournament. 

By K.O. JACOB 



























NEHRU CUP STATISTICS 


Year 

Yenne 

Winners 

1982 

Calcutta 

Uruguay. 

1983 

Ernakulam 

Hungary* 

1984 

Calcutta 

Poland 

1985 

Cochin 

Soviets 

1986 

Trivandrum 

Soviets 

1987 

Calicut 

Soviets 

1988 

Siliguri 

Soviets 

1989 

Gtoa (Fatorda) 

Hungary 


Runinrs 


China 

China 

China 

Yugosiovia 

China 

Bulgaria 

Poland 

Soviets 


RtSHttmtllfi 










* Soviet Union won the Nehru Cup four times in a 
row, after making their first appearance in 1985. They 
lost to Hungary in the final at Fatorda. 

* China participatsd in all the Nehru Cup 
tournaments, except in 89, and reached the final on 
four occasions. 

* 299 (the last goal being scored by Hungary’s Jovan 
Roberts against the Soviets. The first goat was scored 
by China's Zuo Shu Sheng against India) goals were 
scored in 125 matches by 53 teams in the last eight 
Nehru Cup tournaments held, involving 23 countries 
(nine from Europe, seven from Asia, four from Africa 
and three from South America). 

* Average goal per match is 2.39 

* Individual top scorer; Evtushenko (Soviet Union)-6 
goals, in the 5th. Nehru Cup at Trivandrum. 

* Top scorer in a match. 

Three goals. Choi Soon (South Korea) against 
Italy in 1982 

Three goals. Pastor Frank (East Germany) 
against India in 1986. 

* Soviet Union won all the matches in the 1988 Nehru 
Cup. 


/ 















34 ■ 1 
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* Won the only match gainst Yugoslavia 2- t in the ’ ‘ 
inaugural NehruCup at Eden Qarderffi In 1982. 
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JUNIOR NATIONAL TT 



T een AGED and 
tiny tot paddlers 
trom Bengal and 
Tamil Nadu 
dominatod the 
52nd Junior 
National Table Tennis 
Championships at the 
Talkatora indtxir 
Statium. In the.iunior 
(under-17). .sub-junior 
(under-15) and cadet 
(under-12) categories 
eight titlc.s were at 
stake. Tamil Nadu 
annexed four, Bengal 
three and Maharashtra, 
dominant in this sport 
in years gone by, got just 
one title, the junior boys 
doubles crown for the 
Sawantwadi Trophy was 
won by Vinod 
Deshpande and Rajesh 
Shelar, 

The Junior Nationals 
was sponsored by 
Tirupati Texknit, 
manufacturers of 
underclothing. 
Organising secretary 
Hukam Singh said, "The 
sfxinsors paid us Rs. 2.5 
lakhs, otherwise wo 
would not have been able 
to stage the Junior 
Nationals. We were keen 
to stage the J unior 
Nationals this year as it 


was part of the golden 
jubilee celebrations of 
the Delhi Table Tennis 
A.ssociation. We 
honoured former 
champions on this 
occasion.” 

Mr Angpal Bhatia, a 
spokesman for the 
company said, "It was 
our maiden venture in 
sports sponsorship and 
we are satisfied with the 
mileage obtained. We 
would like to be 
associated with table 
tennis on a long-term 
basis. It is good publicity 
as our com pauy is also 
known as T T” Indian 
table tennis has been 
mainly sponsored by i 
Electra and Singhania. 
Now creditably they 
have got a new sponsor, 
Tirupati Texknit. Their 
sponsorship indicates 
the increasing 
involvement of the 
corporate sector in 
Indian sports 

It was Tamil Nadu all 
the way, in the junior 
section Top seed and 
highly rated Chetan 
Baboor annexed the btiys 
singles crown for the 
Indira Trophy in his 
third junior singles 


B. Bhuvaneshwari 
upsets top seed Mythill in 
a titanic five-set thriller 

final. For the last two 
years, it had been the 
proverbial slip between 


the cup and lip for 
Chetan as he lost in the 
finals to his nemesis the 
quicksilver Arup Basak 
of Bengal in both 1988 
and 1989. 

Rated by former 


Balance 
Of Power 
Shifts 

The winners from Bengal 
with their two coaches 
(from left): DIptimoy 
Mukherjee, KIshalay 
Basak, Debabrata Sana, 
Anindita Chakraborty 
and Michael Mullick 











national champion 
Farokh Khodaiji as a 
future national 
champion. Chetan was 
the most impressive 
paddler on view. His 
variety in service, 
footwork and total 
control either in attack 
or defence indicates his 
precocious talent. 
Runner-up the 
Jalandhar-based Deepak 
Thukral was tenacious 
but not in the same class 
as Chetan. 

So, for Chetan it was a 
case of alls well that 
ends well. However, the 
gap between him and the 
other junior players is 
considerable. Talent in 
this section is limited. So 
it would be belter if 
Chetan plays more in the 
senior ranks now as 
otherwise winning 
easily could make him 
lax 

The junior girls 
singles was more 
cxintested. Second 
seededB. 

Bhuvaneshwari toppled 
top seed team-mate M S. 
Mythili in the titanic 
five-set thriller. The 
phlegmatic 
B h u vaneshwari’s 


greater control on vital 
points enabled her to 
triumph. Mythili’s weak 
backhand let her down 
frequently. Both these 
Tamil Nadu girls have 
already made a mark at 
the senior level and have 
a bright future. 

However coach 
Muralidhara Rao says: 
“They should improve 
their footwork and 
mental attitude They 
should go for the kill 
more often instead of 
prolonging rallies " 
Other girls to impress 
in the junior section 
were the Siliguri-based 
Mantu Ghosh and 
Calcutta-based lanky 
Munmun Ghosh In 
1988, Mantu won the 
sub-junior girls title and 
this year is the Bengal 
State women’s 
champion. In the team 
events she was 
unbeaten. Her top spin 
game and good control 
could get her far 
Munmun. an avid reader 
of Bengali novels and 
admirer of Satyajit Ray 
and Munmun Sen, has 
good roach and powerful 
forehand drives but 
tends to freeze at crucial 



TTFI's Stepmotherly Attitude 


B ENGAL'S suoosM is das to tiheir dedicated 
coaches. Diptimojr Michael 

MuUick. Their record in the Jxuiior Nationals 
has been the most ij&fm^mtve in .Xhdia reoentty.;. 
In 1988, Bengal by the two annexed 

five titles. Last year at Jaiimr, th^ bagg^ live 
titles again. This year th^ ^ four titles, AS, 
Diptimoy Mukherjee exp^ned; "Aimip Bas*^' 
and Arjun Gutta became overage and so 
not have a good |unior boys team. Our 
was thus on the sub-junior and c»idet categories 
and we won what we had aimed for.” 

Sadly, the dedicatiem and proven ability of the 
two coaches has gone, unrec ogniae d. Hie Table 
Tennis Federation of India (TTFI) have never 
utilised their services In any junior national 
camp, nor had bothered to send them abnmd for 
specialised coadhing courses. 

Both are disheartened at this stepmother]^, 
treatment by the fedeiation. They feel that they 
do not have a godfather in the TTFI, hence'the 
neglect. Farokh Khodaiji was approached at 
Delhi and has been asked to ensure that, 
Mukherjee and Mulliok get their due. 


points. 

The sub-juiiioi' and 
cadet categories 
belonged to Bengal. Slim 
and agile Kishalay 
Basak annexed his third 
successive singles in the 
age group table tennis 
nationals. In 1988, he 
won the cadet singles 
crown. Last year, he 
won the sub-junior 
singles title for the 
Kamath Cup. This year, 
he again won the 
sub-junior singles title 
beating team-mate 
Debabrata Sana in a 
well-fought five setter. 
This was a unique final 
as both of them are from 
the same club, the 
Narkeldanga Sadan 
Samiti, Calcutta. 
JayantaPushilal, their 
coach, said that both of 
them are the best in 
their age group in India. 
Certainly a fitting 
tribute to the organised 
coaching at the 
grassroots level in 
Bengal. Sana won the 


cadet boys singles 
crown. 

Anindita 

Chakraborty, a class 
VIII student of Hind 
Motors HS, annexed the 
sub-junior girls title. In 
the final, she 
consistently attacked 
the weak backhand of 
her rival Leena Bhola of 
Delhi and won easily. 
Anindita has an 
attacking game, good 
temperament and 
service and is the most 
promising teenaged 
paddler in India. 

Meena Bora, a former 
junior champion and 
now a SAl officer said, 
“All the finalists in the 
Junior Nationals were 
spotted and given 
intensive training in our 
National Sports Talent 
Contest Scheme (NSTC). 
The improvement of 
Chetan, Anindita and 
Kishalay is heartening 
as it shows we are on the 
right track.” 

Novy lUqMdIa, Delhi 
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THE RETURN OF THE 


ft 


TENNIS BADDIES 


UE, JOHN and 
GORAN... the trio 
sounds like a 
cosmopolitan metal 
band from America. 
But the similarity 
ends there. The three 
are, in fact, the elite 
members of the bad boys’ 
sang of pro tennis. They 
are the past, present and 
future prima donnas 
who infuse adrenalin in 
the game by their 
tantrums, 
foot-stomping and 
back-chatting to the 
umpires and linesmen. 
Personifying anger and 
fury, these tennis 
superbrats take fans on 
a roller coaster ride of 
love and hate. 

The temperamental 
Romanian superstar 
Nastase was the first of 
this flamboyant genre. 
Though far into his 
retirement, tus antics on 
and off the court 
ushered in the area of 
the gumball kid. His 
behaviour at Wimbeldon 
last year was a watered 
down version of his past 
mannerisms. In a first 
round match of the 
seniors’ tour he entered 
the centre court, bent 


Tennis became 
boring as 
McEnroe (in 
picture) mellowed 
with age and the 
new players were 
tunnel-visioned, 
computer- 
controlled kids 
with victory on 
their minds... 
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down and kiaaed th 0 
^raaa aaylng in a typical 
Naatase atyle: ‘Thank 
Ood, lam back. I had 
Btarted miaalng it.” and 
when he aaid, "You need 
a auperman like me to 
beat the hell out of the 
tennis robots of today,” 
there was a round of 
thunderous applaiuse. 
His comments were 
splaidied on the ftront 
pages of the tabloid 
press all over again. 
Nastase till date remains 
the bigg^t tennis draw 
ever. 

His successor to the 
crown, John McEnroe is 
no different. When ‘Mac’ 


"In Ivanisevic (in 
picture) I see 
young Boris, 
determined to 
fight out. I think 
he is the star of 
the future"...Ion 
Tiriac 


was banned fiom the 
Australian Open, he 
made headlines. An 
independent poll by The 
New York Poet made 
him the favourite 
American tennis player 
once again. His facial 
expressions still make it 
look as if tennis is pure 
drudgery. And even if 
he shows a mild display 
of displeasure with the 
linesmen of the chair 
umpire, fans clap 
excitedly expecting a 
good old-fashioned 
outburst. But today his 
temper tantrums are 
fewer and milder. A far 
cry from the days when 
he was banned from the 
Davis Cup team because 
the image he projected 
was not right for his 
country. The 
31-year-old McEnroe, 
father of two. often 






oartying one aon while 
the other tagged along 
with loon Iktum, was 
clearly well past hia 
'fighting daya. 

Tennia became boring 
as McEnroe mellowed 
with age and the new 
playera 

were tunnel-viaioned, 
computer-controlled 
kida with victory on 
their minda. Till Ooran 
Ivaniaevic came 
bouncing in throwing 
tantnuna, bad mouthing 
linesmen and arguing 
with fana. A worthy 
succesBor to McEnroe’s 
throne with all the 
requisite qualities of a 
tennis baddie. 
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A cocky newcomer 
with an 

unpronounceable name 
and an implayable serve, 
Qoran is arrogant 
enough to admit that his 
tcdent makes him the 
best prospect for men’s 
tennis. Says Boris 
Becker, “He’s got the 
hardest and the best 
service of anyone Tve 
ever played. “ Goran 
adds. “A couple of years 
behind me and I will be 
able to cream everyone, 
and that includes 
Becker.” 

Tall, powerful and 
mean, the Yugoslavian 
teenager’s grunts have 
been compared to an 
elephant nearing 
orgasm. Even though 
his expletives are in his 
native language, when 
he resorts to gutter 
English, he can make 
the;Spectators ttmn red 
with embarrassment. A 
bundle of raw energy, 
Ivanisevic is the devil’s 
Messiah tennis has been 
waiting for. And it will 
be in the fitness of 
things if his 
professional career 
progresses like his 
mentor, John 
McEnroe’s. In effect the 
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'You need o 
superman like me 
to beat the hell 
out of the tennis 
robots of 
today"...Hie 
Nastase 


him play and 1 find 
nothing wrong with his 
game. His anger is his 
biggest asset.” says 
McEnroe. 

That is good enough 
for Goran who admits: “I 
neve wanted to be Bjorn 
Borg. For me McEnroe 
is the beacon”. Purists 
say his is an all-court 
game. A perfect 
amalgamation of grit 
and genius, Goran has 
already drawn attention 
from the likes of Ion 
Tiriac, ex-coach of Boris 
Becker. Says Tiriac, “In 
Ivanisevic I see young 
Boris, determined to 
light out. I think he is 
the star of the future.” 
The way Goran has been 
speeding up the 
rankings, he should 
safely be perched on the 
top spot very soon. 

When he joined the 
top-ten club recently, he 
made his intentions 
clear. With a permanent 
smirk on his youthful 
face, he is ripping the 
opposition apart with 
his leo kmph se|we, 
second only to 
fellow-countryman, 
Slobodan Zizavoni. 
Goran’s whole oncourt 
persona reyolves around 
his serve which at high 
speeds results in many 
faulty line calls and thus 
the ever-ertipting 
quarrels. 

Says he, "The country 
I come from, you have to 
really fight for 
everything. Bad temper 
and tantrums are part of 
daily life. So don’t blame 
me if I behave in a 











■lightly crazy manner.” 
Whatever the reasons 
may be, Qoran remains 
one of the most 
charismatic and 
exciting players on the 
tour. Friends have 
advised him to rein in 
his temper, but he asks, 
"Can you mellow down 
McEnroe? Not really, so 
don’t try and pipe me 
down" 


J OHNMcENROE, 
obviously is the role 
model in 
Ivanisevic’s life. 

“He has been my mentor 
and I am not ashamed to 
say that I worship the 
man”, sasm Ivanisevic 
unabashedly. The 
Yugoslav and the 
American have a lot in 
common. Way back in 
1977, McEnroe, an 
unsoeded 18-year-old 
left-hander entered the 
Wimbledon semi-finals 
Thirteen years later, 
Goran emulated the feat 
at 18. Even in the game 
the duo have a lot in 
common. Like ‘Big Mac’ 
he too is pompous and 
arrogant. But with a 
reason. At the 
post-match conference 
at Wimbeldon he said, 

“If I continue to play like 
this. I can soon 
amongst the top five in 
the world, maybe 
higher.” He justihed it 
by entering the top ten. 
"When I see Goran play, 
he makes me feel old.” 
says McEnroe. “He 
reminds me of the grood 
old days when I had 
everything to gain and 
nothing to lose". 

In the French Open. 
Ivanisevic caused the 
greatest upset of the 
tournament when he 
ousted an in-form 
Boris Becker in the first 
round. He reached the 
quarters before losing to 
ruimer up Thomas 


John McEnroe (in 
picturv) is the roie modei 
in1venlsevic’siife.Tm 
not sshimed to say i 
worship the nmn,” says 
fvanisevic 
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Muster. Says Becker, 
"His serves just whistled 
past me. If the man is a 
dynamo on clay, what 
wiU he be like on hard 
surfaces? I wouldn’t like 
to face him often.” Over 
the last one year, 
Ivaniiwvic has g’ained 
the reputation of a 
morale-destroyer. Ask 
anyone who has faced 
him on clay. Specialists 
like Emilio Sanchez, 
Alberto Mancini and 
Pete Sampras have been 
humiliated by the lanky 
Yugoslav. 

But his big break came 
when he defeated former 
champion Kevin Curren 
in the Wimbledon. 
Unleashing a string of 
27-ace8, he decimated 
the South African in the 
closing stages of the 
game. Before the match 
he was ranked 38th, 
after the 1990 
Wimbledon tournament 
he hit the top ten. 

Goran Ivani se vie 
has come a long way 
from his backyard days. 
Son of a lecturer of the 
University of split, his 
first flirtation with the 
game came at the age of 
six, when a wooden 
recquet and a worn 
tennis ball were gifted to 
him. Remembers Goran 
“I had this terrible 
temper when I was a kid. 
I guess I was not very 
popular.” Seeing his 
concentration the father 
soon realised that he had 
a budding champion on 
hand. At the age of nine, 
he was the national 
Under-lO champion. A 
year later he had won 
everything which was 
around. He became the 
youngest Under -12 and 
Under-14 champion. 

And ever since, the 
world of tennis has been 
readying the red carpet 
for the young man. 

Like Monica Seles, he 
too didn’t get any 



support from the 
Yugoslavian Tennis 
Federation and one of 
the family homes had to 
be auctioned to raise 
finances for his fast 
expanding career. A 
definite fear of losing 
everything gave him the 
determination of a 
winner. Today he wins 
at will. 

But as he was growing 
in stature a series of 
tumultuous events made 
many cast doubts on his 
capabilities. Says Goran, 
“My family had sold 
their house to finance 


my career. How coixld I 
disappoint them by 
losing?” He is known to 
gradually lose control 
over his temper when 
facing defeat and that, 
perhaps, is his only 
drawback. By the time 
he was 15, he had been 
banned twice by the 
Yugoslav federation 
because of his fiery 
outburst. 

But Goran believes 
that the ban was a 
blessing in disguise. “I 
went to play in a 
Satellite event in 
Switzerland. 1 won and 


got my first ATP 
points,” recalls he and 
adds, “At the age of 16 
my junior career was 
over. For me men’s 
circuit is home and et 
aJ. ’’After a frustating 
few months, he marked 
time to reach the top. 
Ivanisevic has leapt 350 
odd places in the world 
rankings since he 
reached the 
quarterfinals of the 
Australian Open early in 
1989 at the age of 16. He 
started the year at 876, 
ended with the No. 40 
slot and ever since has 













never looked back. 

All this while when he 
was climbing up the 
charts, he was getting a 
notoriety which the 
media has been lapping 
up with delight. 
Wherever he went, he 
left a wide trail of 
broken racquets, rude 


rebukes and tantrums 
which drew fans like 
fireflies to a fire. His 
Wimbledon performance 
got him* a very 
healthy contract from 
the International 
Management Group, 
which has made him a 
millionaire already. No 


wonder he rraides in the 
tax-haven of Monaco. 
Says Goran, "You can 
call me rich of you feel 
like. But I feel Mike 
Tyson is rich, Ivan Lendl 
is rich. ” But with wealth 
and success he is 
making a serious bid to 
restrain his foul 


Ivanisevic (in picture) 
has leapt 350 odd places 
In the world rankings 
since he reached the 
quarter finals of the 
Australian Open at the 
age of 17... 



behaviour without 
realising that verbal 
abuse adds a dash of 
charisma to his 
personality. "I think I 
have passed the time of 
bad behaviour. At least I 
am trying to be polite.” 
His coach Balazs 
Taroczy adds, “An 
emotional player like 
Goran can achieve a lot 
of things better than 
cold tennis machines. 

He is fuU of fire and that 
puts him above the 
others.” 

Purists may call him a 
temperamental teenager 
prone to emotions, but 
on the contrary he has 
little to worry about. 

One of the most natur al 
players around, his 
biggest asset has been 
his stamina which was 
acquired in the most 
unusual way. His 
stormy temper has been 
with him since 
childhood and whenever 
he threw tantrums, he 
was made to run a mile. 
No wonder, he is almost 
everywhere on the 
court. 

Ion Tiriac Says. "He 
has even greater speed 
ontherecket than 
Nastase He is the top 
man.” Goran’s 
flamboyant style has 
made him a crowd 
favourite and is much in 
demand for lucrative 
exhibition matches 
where he comes as a 
comic relief more than a 
great player. But on a 
more serious note he 
wanted a match against 
McEnroe badly. It will be 
exciting to see the 
student and the mentor 
belt it out on the 

court.the past of the 

turbulent men's tennis 
playing with the present 
hell’s angel. 

By JAMES HAVELOCK 

NEWSMEN FEATUHES 
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N mNKIRTANEof 

Maharashtra and Anirban 
Barua of Tamil Nadu claimed the 
boy’s under-16 and under-14 
titles, while Divya Merchant of 
Maharashtra and K. V. Nirupama 
clinched the under-16 and 
under-14 girl's crowns in the 
National Sub-Junior Tennis 
Championship. 

The boy’s doubles title went to 
the pair from Rajasthan, Jagdish 
Tanwar and Chandraveer Singh. 
Divya Merchant and Falguni 
Prasanna of Gujarat won the girl’s 
doubles final. Nitin Kirtane was 
well in his elements while beating 
Vasudeva Reddy of the Brittania 
Amritraj Tennis school. Nitin 
started off well by breaking 
Reddy’s service thrice in the first 
set to win it 6-0 but lost his 
concentration for a while to 
concede a break point to Reddy, 
who capitaJised on it to win the 
second set 6-4. 

The third set was fought almost 
evenly, but an overoonfindent 
Reddy made too many errors to 
lose his serve when he was behind 
by 3 games to 4. Nitin utilised this 
opportunity to win the set and the 
final 6-3. 

Divya Merchant had no 
problems in clinching the girls 
Under-lB crown breezing past a 
subdued Sahiba Chadha of 
Rajasthan in the final. She won in 
straight sets 6-2,6-2. 

Anirban Barua, also a BAT boy 
made up to the loss of Vasudev 
Reddy beating Chandraveer Singh 
of Chandigarh in the final of the 
boy’s under-14 category. After 
losing the first set to Chandraveer 
he came back with vengeance to 
win the second and third set to 
clinch the title. The scores read 
4-6, 6-2, 7-5. 

Sahiba, who figured in the 
earlier final, also lost the girl’s 
under-14 final to KV Nirupama of 
Tsunil Nadu, 4-6,0-3, 2-6. The 
girl’s doubles was a keen affair 
with both sets going to a tie 
breaker. Top seeds Divya 

to .. 



Divya Merchant; the Under-16 
champion 


Merchant and Falguni Prasanna, 
though made to fight, defeated 
Sahiba and Nirupama to wear the 
doubles crown. 

Jagdish Tanwar and 
Chandraveer defeated Akshat 
Misra and Vikram Venkat (son of 
former Indian cricket skipper S. 
Venkataraghavan) in straight 
sets to clinch the boy ’s doubles 
crown. 

K.P. Venkat 


India IT 


C RETAN BABOOR led the Tamil 
Nadu domination in the 
Northern India Table Tennis 
Tournament, which not only won 
him laurels but made the darling 
of the Lucknow table tennis buffs. 

Former international V. 
Chandrashekar would have been a 
happy man, if he could witness 
the marvellous performance of his 
wards in this tournament. 

Chetan. who showed more 
maturity than what his age says 
could not beat the experienc'e of 
Kamlesh Mehta in the men’s 
singles final, but the boy’s singles 
crown was his from the very 
beginning. 

The men's crown also could 
have been his, had he held on to 
the four point lead in the decider. 


But that was not to be. Kamlesh 
went on to win all his service 
points and gain the lead and 
clinch the title, which was the 
only one that escaped Tamil 
Nadu’s kitty. 

Chetan’s match with Sujay 
Ghorpade was the best of the 
tournament. His forehands were 
superb that kept the top seed at 
bay. Ultimately, Sujay had to 
surrender in straight sets. 
Arunjyoti Barua and S. Raman 
were the other two who fell to 
Chetan’s might. 

The women’s section lost the 
glamour from the very beginning 
with the withdrawal of Niyati 
Shah and Ambika Radhika. 
Adding to this, the women’s final 
wasn’t to be there as Archana Rao 
of Karnataka conceded the final to 
Arul Selvi of Tamil Nadu due to ill 
health. 

Monalisa Mehta and Rinku 



Chetan Baboor: the boy’s 
winner In the Northern India TT 
championships 


Acharya could not proceed beyond 
the last eight round losing to Arul 
Selvi and Archana respectively. 

Mythili who beat Bhuvaneswari 
in a har-d-fought match in the 
girls’ singles Bnal could not get 
past Archana in the women’s 
singles semi-finals. She lost to 
Archana 21-17.13-21,24-22, 
13-21,13-21. 

Chetan Baboor won the boy’s 










crown defeating Gurjeet Taneja of 
Maharashtra, while Amit 
Srivastava of Uttar Pradesh 
claimed the sub-junior boys’ title 
and the sub-junior girls’ title went 
to Ritu Bhola of Delhi. 

K.P.V«iikat 


man(;aix)ri: 


BullEdoBaoe 


B uffalo racing, or ‘Kambala’ 
as it is known, is a popular and 
traditional sport of South Kanara 
district of Karnataka held 
between December and February. 

There are two types of races 
conducted in marshy water-filled 
fields. The “running race" calls 
for a high degree of endurance 
since the driver has also to run 
along with the animals, spurring 
them on till the finishing point is 
reached. 

The “splashing race” requires 
skilful manipulation of the 
animals with the man standing 
and riding on a wooden plank 
yoked to the buffaloes. goading 
the buffaloes to run very fast. 
Water spurts out from a hole in 
the plank to a great height. The 
pair which jets water to the 
highest level staining a white 
cloth tied above across the field is 
considered the winner. 

He-bufTaloes are bred and 
trained specially for this purpose; 
moat of them specialising in one 
type of race. 

One such buffalo race took place 
in early December near the 
historical Kadri temple in 
Mangalore, where 10 pairs of 
buffaloes took part. This event has 
been taking place here since ages 
and is the first race of the season 
followed by many other races in 
different parts of the district. 

IWKnBSI Rs I^BlnlO 



C HANDRA SHEKHAR SINHA of 
Ranchi won the men’s athletics 
individual championships when 



The buffalo race in Mangalore 

he earned 2 1 points in the first 
Chotanagar Police Sports held 
here recontJy Keshwar Sahu of 
Chidbasii got the .second place 
with three golds. 

In the women’s championships, 
Sarojiiu Lakra of Ranctii won the 
individual championships, giving 
hosts Ranchi the overall team 
championship while Jamshedpur 
came second. 

Balbir Singh of Jamshedpur 
was adjudged the fastest man of 
the meet when he won the lOOro in 

11.1 secs. In the women’s section, 
EmeldaEkka won the lOOm in 

13.2 secs. 

Anil Kumar Singh 


MANGALORE 




A TIE is a rare occurrence in 
cricket. Such an occurrence 
took place in the ‘C’di nsion 
league tournament match 
recognised and conducted by 
South Kanara Cricket 
Association. The match was 
played between Union Cricketers, 


Puttur and Mangalore University | 
XI. ! 

Batting first, Union Cricketers | 
piled up 218 runs in the stipulated I 
40 overs. Set to score 219 for a j 
win, the Mangalore University ! 
Campus XI needed only 12 runs I 
when there were only two overs 
left. 

The last pair managed to get 11 
runs, equalising the score. The tie 
which created a local sensation 
occurred when the last batsman 
got run out off the last ball. 


TRIVANDRUM 



T rivandrum district won the 
overall championship in the 
Kerala State Junior Amateur 
Athletic Championship held at 
Central Stadium. Six meet records 
were created during the two-day 
meet. 

In the junior girls section, 
S.I«khs (Idukki) threw the 
discus toa new distance of 28.86 
mts., erasing the existing recmrd 
Iqr 96 mts. B.Reshmi (Kottayam) 
jumped a new heightof 1.54 mts 
in the high jiunp. She also won 
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i gold in the long jump (5.33 mts). 
Ross Mary Antony of Tri vandnim 
won a record gold in the 
pentathlon event (3440 pts.) 

The Trivandmm team came 
first,bettering the meet record, 
timing 45.3 sec. in the jumor boys 
4x lOOm relay. In the boys (below 
10) long jump, M.D. Edwin 
(Quilon) leapt 4.44 mts, eclipsing 
the meet record by . lOmts. Sabari 
Paid (Quilon) set a new mark of 
6.88mts in the shot put for boys 
below 12. 

Rajiv Sadanandan, Secretary, 
Kerala Sports Council gave away 
prizes. 

Sajeev Kumar T.K. 


NAGPUR 


Nattonal Wniien’s 
FMban 


V ERALA won the Begum 
JtVHazrat Trophy when they 
defeated Rajasthan 2-0 in the 


The Kerala women’s team with 
the Begum Hazrat Mahal 
Trophy 


KANPUR 


Nathnal BddgB 



Mr R. Ramamurthy, General Rtanager, Ordnance Factory presenting 
the Holkar Trophy to H.K. Kapoor (left) and J.S. BaksI, the winners Ot 
the open pairs event 



national women’s soccer 
tournament held at Oondia 
recently. The Kerala girls were far 
too superior to the Rajasthan 
players, their short passes and 
superb technique was a delight to 
watch. In the final, Batla and 
Usha were the scorers. Earlier, in 
the semi-finals, Rajasthan upset 
West Bengal through the 
tie-breaker while Kerala easily 
beat Maharashtra. 


The tournament itself was a 
disappointment. There was a 
series of one-sided matches in the 
league stage, and ail the seeded 
teams won by huge margins. For 
example: Kerala scored as many 
as 25 goals in their five matches 
before ihe semi-final stage, while 
Maharashtra knocked in 23. 
Unless the standards between the 
different teams improve, national 
level women's soccer will continue 
to be of abysmal standards. 

Joseph Rao 
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QUIZ/CHESS/BRIDGE 


QUIZ 

QUESTIONS 

1. Who IS the first professional 
cricketer to be Knighted’ 

2. After whom is the Sheffield Shield 
named? 

3. Who IS the first ever cricketer to 
score over 700 runs in a debut 
Test senes’ 

4. Clive Lloyd is a cousin of one of 
the West Indies’ famous 

. cricketers. Who? 

5. Which English player has the 
distinction of getting Garry Sobers 
out first ball for the second time in 
successive innings? 

6. Which player of the present 
England cricket team bagged a 
pair in his debut Test? 

7. Which Indian cricketer scored his 
maiden Test century after going in 
as a night-watchman? 

8. Who was the Surrey ‘twin’ of Jim 
Laker? 

9. Who is the first batsman to 
complete a double century and a 
century in the same Test? 

10 How many centuries did Frank 
Worrell score against England? 

ANSWERS 

1. Sir Jack Hobbs 

2. The Ear! of Sheffield. He took a 
cricket team to Australia under the 
captaincy of W.G. Grace (in 
1891 -92) and before leaving 
Australia gave a sum of 150 
guineas for the promotion of 
cricket in Australia 

3. Sunil Gavaskar. 

4. Lance Gibbs. 

5. John Snow. 

6. Graham Gooch. 

7. S.M.H. Kirmani (101 vs Australia 
at Bombay in 1979-80). 

8. Tony Lock. 

9. Doug Walters (Australia) vs West 
Indies in the fifth Test at Sydney. 
1968-69. 

10. Six. 


CHESS 

The Soztn .System affainst SiciJian 
DeleiKT isaf'tually somewhat 
nusnamed thou^li Sozin 

oriKinall.v it the 

oharacteriKtie t; B(‘4 was played 
aiid popularised by Bobby Fisi-her 
ITien Vehmirovu- .mri Stein look 


it up wiruiiiifr a lot of impressi ve 


74 


[ pames. Now the specialist is John 
N unn. This g'ame won the 
I brilliancy pnze at the‘84 
Olympiad and nearly put this line 
of the Sicilian out of business. 

White. Nunn Vs Black: Sosonko 
Salonika ‘84. 

164 c5 2 N(3 46 3 d4 cd4 4 Nxd4 Nf6 5 Nc3 
Nc6 6 Bc4 e6 7 6e3 as S ae2 Qc7 9 

0-0-0-Na5. The Velimirovic attack. 
Fischer preferred castling 
Ringside 

10 Bd3 b511 a3 Bb7. After this game 
black's started experimenting 
with 11 - Hb8 and 12— b4 The 
idea is to open the b-file and 
double will) Qb7, 

12 g4 d5. Black must play this befon 
white kicks the knight with 13 
g5 13 ed5 NxdS 14 NdxbS I' The 
moment of ti uth Black was 
shellshocked into instant ^ 

acceptance LATER Nunn himself 
pointed that 14-Qb8 15 Nxd5 
Bxd5 16 Nc3 Bxh 117 Rxh 1 is 
I x■easonable and anjdhirig may 
happen. 

14-ab5? 15 Bxb5+ Kd8. Interposing 
with 15—Bc6 loses to IG Nxd5 ed5 
17 Bh64 Qe7 18 Bxa5 Qxe2 19 
I Bxc6-+ Kc7 20 Rhel Rxa5 21 
Rxe2 4 

16 Nxd5 ed517 Rd3I Nc418 ReS Bb4! Blak 
uses the back rank mate to hit back. Now 
white has to give more material to open up 
the centre flies, (see Diagram). 

19 Rxc4r dc4 20 Rdl-r Kc8 21 Rd4 Bd5 22 
Rxd5 Bd5 Bd6 23 Rd4I (1-0). After 23—Kb8 
I 24 Rxc4 Re? 25 Bc6 white has material 


seemingly impossible contracts 
often have chances of making. 
Today‘s hand is fPom the Holkar 
Open Pairs elimination round at 
the 1989 Kakinada nationals; 


Daalar South 

NOflTH(iiuinmy) 

«Q73 

CPA63 

CQ6542 

<^A4 

N-SVul. 

WEST 

EAST 


#K JV6S 

4 10 4 
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C A J73 

O 10 9 


4iS 

4J97652 



SOUTH 

4A82 

C'Q982 

C KB 

4K Q 103 


SOUTH 

WEST NORTH 

EAST 


14 20 

Pass 

?NT 

Pass 3NT AH Pass 


West started proceedings with his 
fourth-best spade, taken by 
dummy’s queen. A diamond went 
to the king and ace at trick two 
and West continued with the 
spades It seems that the 4-2 
diamond break with West having 
an entry in that suit spells doom 
for declarer but past international 
Milan Roy, South, had other 
ideas. He correctly won the second 
spade itself with his ace, cashed 
the diamond queen and three 
l ounds of clubs with the aid of a 
second-round finesse of the ten. 
West discarding a heart and a 
diamond. Now the last club by 


I 


I 


I 

i 

I 

i 

I 


I 
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advantage and a blistering attack. 

Devangshu Datts 



BRIDGE 

Tho.se who have read Geza Ottlik’s 
mind-boggling book ‘adventures 
in Card Play' know that even 


South finished West. Needing 
four more tricks to beat the game, 
he was helpless. If he discarded a 
winner, he could be thrown in 
with a spade (that is why it was 
essential to win the second spade 
rather than the third) to lead away 
from his heart king at the end. He 
actually threw a heart but Milon 
Roy scored his contract by 
dropping the now-bare king. 

Perhaps West should have 
thrown a spade rather than a 
diamond on the third club. Then, 
one might argue, South would 
have liad to guess whether West 
had hared his heart king or 
discarded two hearts from four. 
However, in all likelihood South 
would had got it right for with 5-4 
in the majors and a singleton club 
West would surely have preferred 
a takeout double to an overcall. 


Santami Ghoae 
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And they know 


how to use them 
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She was fast 
(right). Too fast 
for normal, some 
said 
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W HERE were 

Engii^’s stand-in 
aq)tain, ABan 
Lamb and former skipper 
David Gower the night 
before England’s thn^ 
day slide to defeat in the 
Brisbane Test? 

They were idaying 
truant, that’s what Both 
Lamb and Gower were 
^tted at the Gold Coast 
casino wiih bOiionaire 
Kerry Packer and 
ex-cricketer Tony Greig. 
It’s ob^us that Packer 
has got over his heart 
attadc, since they were aO 
partying in the casino till 
1.30 a. m. 

The next day told a 
different story when both 
Lamb and Gower were 
curtly ticked off by 
manag^ Peter Lush. 
Lamb did a hustle when 
he tried to convince Lush 
that they had left the 
casino well before 
midnight. It didn’t work. 
The heavy partying took 
its toll the next day when 
Terry Aktemian just 
ripped through the 
English batting. 



Allan Lamb partyini 

Ironically, the finest 
catch of the day was 
pulled off by Peter 
Cantrell, substitute for 


BUYAWmSKER 

Huge Premiums 


P TOPLE who are 
funousand 
recognizable {mr a 
certain part of their 
anatomy go diead and 
inznreit. Wefaeve 
Pole, who went and 
insured his legs for a 
huge sum and vnious 
otlm big wigs, who 
insure the parts of 

thedr body: and now 
we have Merv Hn^ws. 
Merv the Sworve has 
gone ahead sad 
insured U» only thii^ 
that he is recognisd^ 
for. Yon gncaoad iti It’s 


his moustache. 

The big Australian 
cricketing heartdirob 
lent his whiskers a 
huge amount of 
respectability by 
insuring them fiw a 
massivesumof 
£2004NW, idler 
appearing la a number' 
III beer connnercials 
(not exactly his 
favourite ffitek)thidr . 
featured Us fisinoua 
hairy ‘tradmaark’. 

. WslltMnvcaatbe 
MervmfeBusa 
meastache. 
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Aussie David Boon, who 
had been nightdubbing tdl 
three m tlK mommg 
himself! 


W EDDING bolls 
are going to be 
nnging in Payolti 
within the first half of 
next year At least that's 
what a little bird told us 
The bnde is going to be 
a certain Miss P T Usha 
Now don’t tell us you’ve 
forgotten her 
After her last 
(disappointing) public 
appearance, the Payolli 
^ress had decided to 
call It a day and 
concentrate on settling 
downtothengoursof 
domestic life And the 
proposals have been 
flooding in The choice 
has finally been 
narrowed down to three 
an engineer, a forest 
officer and a police 
officer The forest officer 
(poor man) does not 
stand much of a chance 
as Usha Is not too keen 
on spending her spare 
time in ffte middle of the 


GOLD AGAIN! 

A Wedding Ring 



P.T. Usha: now dome st i cate d 


woods As for the 
engineer, he's fine but it 
IS the police officer who 
takes the cake 
The man is 

2e-years-old, tall, dark 
and handsome So over 
to Usha * I'm not saying 
anything, "she hastily 
adds So saying she 
breaks off into peals of 
laughter. A sure 
giveaway that the officer 
might have'arrested' 


herattenbons The 
man's name is uknown 
Usha, a personnel 
officer with the Southern 
Railway has to go on a 
month’s officers’ 
training to Palghat Once 
the training is complete, 
It’s straight onto 
wedding preparabons 
anybme between 
MarctT'April, 1991 
We’re waibng 
Impatiently for the cards 










L ast week on thJs 
pege, my erudite 
collettgue Shevlin 
Sebastian wrote on the 
misplaced values of 
some young Indian ten¬ 
nis players. Sebastian 
was correct to an extent, 
nevertheless a discus¬ 
sion ensued and he prop¬ 
osed that I write my view 
on the same subject. 
This is it: 

The veiy instant sport 
shed its amateur status, 
values changed. The 
huge corporate involve- 
ment and powerful 
media interest was 
seductive—money and 
image always is. Today 
the circuit is a dirty 
jungle of agents making 
deals in corporate mar¬ 
quees. It allows for 
situations where a 17- 
year-old Agassi and a 
13-year-old Jennifer 
Capriati had millions in 
the bank, of which only 
a fraction was actual 
tournament earnings. 
The awareness that 
young Indians have of 
publicity and the media 
might seem shocking. 
Perhaps it is. Yet for In¬ 
dians to be naive of such 
a reality would make us 
further backward in the 
way professional sport 
is conducted. 

Another issue, is that 
looking for sponsorship 
without achieving any¬ 
thing construes an in¬ 
correct attitude. But 
that is a belief based on 
the assurance, that 
achievement brings with 
it money and media 
attention. In India that 
is untrue, for we do not 
possess the same reward 
structure that the West 
thrives on. There is no 
definite link between 
success and fame. For 
example, how much 
sponsorship and press 
coverage did world 
amateur billiards cham¬ 
pion Manoj Kothari 


rate? Not much. 

A further delicate 
question concerns 
whether these players 
are in search of excell¬ 
ence, or fame and 
money. To begin with, 
are the two separable... 
to make money don’t 
you require excellence? 
Or, let us put it this way. 
When a kid from Cailcut- 
ta Gymkhana says he 
wants to be Boris Beck¬ 
er, is he thinking about 
driving a Ferrari or hit¬ 
ting a diving volley at 
match point to win a five 
set final over John 
McEnroe at Wimbledon? 
I believe he dreams of 
the latter. “Everyone” 
said Gavaskar “wa its to 


raise their standard of 
living”, and in profes¬ 
sional sport excellence is 
the key to that. 

An equally contestable 
issue is that of childhood 
and parental pressure. 
There will be many in 
agreement with the 
coach who told the pa¬ 
rent of a 8-year-old, 
“Take it easy. Let him 
enjoy his childhood”. I 
am not. To start with are 
the assumptions that the 
•child is uninterested in 
becoming a champion. 
Nevertheless, to be a 
champion necessitates 
in many ways a lost 
childhood—it is one of 
the many sacrifices a 
player must make. No 


parties, no distractions, 
a single focus.Stefano 
Capriati, for example. | 
had his daughter Jennif- | 
er doing baby sit-ups | 
when she was six 
months old. That, is the 
edge. Taking it easy, is 
the road to mediocrity. \ 

Parents themselves i 
are often motivated by ^ 
different compulsions, i 
In fact it is surprising I 
and good, in a sense. : 
that Indian parents now , 
believe sport is a sensible ^ 
pursuit, a decent way to 
spend your life. Greed. ■ 
for some parents, may ; 
be a possible reason for 
raising a champion, but ' 
surely not always the 
entire motivation. All ' 
parents want their chil¬ 
dren to be successful 
and are pushy—-the real 
problem occurs when ■. 
tennis parents put Tin- 
due pressure on their 
children, like physical ; 
punishment or public 
admonishments for bad 
play. 

It is worth remember¬ 
ing that for the parent, 
there exists the reality 
that after 8 years of 
effort and lakhs of 
rupees spent, there is no 
guarantee of their child 
being a champion. Out 
of the hundreds of 
thousands of Indian 
children who play tennis 
in India, very, very few 
earn a decent buck. That 
makes you wonder ab¬ 
out the greed factor. 

It is also true that to be 
one of those few, means . 
extra effort. It is an ex¬ 
tremely hard life and 
that extra inch of media 
coverage, that extra 
thousand of sponsorship 
money, can make a huge r 
difference. 

As a tennis writer, I 
have spent hours watch- ; 
ing young Indian play- ! 
ers sweat. And aU I have 
for them, is respect. 

RahH Brijnrth 













O — 200 kmph — O 


It's tough life for a chain 
Even before it is fitted on a bike 
Every two wheeler manufacturer 
carefully tests a chain first Undei 
trying conditions 

At speeds ranging from 0-200 kmph 
Start Accelerate Stop 
Again and again 

The reason for this is simple It's a 
chain that makes a bike move And 
drives those wheels to spin 
that way. 

All bike manufacturers know that 
Whether they are Indian or 
Indo-Japanese You probably know 
It too 

That's the reason why you should 
always choose the chain which 
comes as original equipment on 
your bike. 


product 



Diamond Super Chain. 

But why does every bike 
manufacturer choose Diamond Super? 
It's made by Tl Diamond Cham Ltd., 
in technical collaboration with 
Diamond Cham Co. USA 

It has very low elongation 
Undergoes surface hardening for 
longer life. Has thicker plates for 

greater strength. And is 

pre-lubricated ror silent, smooth 
performance. 

With all this, chances are, you won't 
have to replace your original 
Diamond Super For a lone time 
But when you do. Insist wi another 
Diamond Super Chain only. * 
And feel the power come back M 
to you ^ 




(■nidillW 


Some things in a bike should stiqr original. 
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'tO.5 BMP Delta engine wKips up a wkii*lwind 99 kmpK. Pi‘opelling you from sta>^stiH 
to 60 kwjaK in-just 7 secs, y^^*e you man enougl' to tame it? 




M.A.K. PATAUDI TAKES STOCK OF THE ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 
EVEN AS INDIA’S INTERNATIONAL COMMITMENTS END IN TRIUMPH 
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55 Hill Road Bandra (W) 

Bombay 400 050 Tel 6442771 
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Will be available soon at other stores. 



Pnee Shifts fis so - onwards Trousers Rs 125 onwards^ 


Just complete ttie sentence and mwl it to us 
I have purchased HARTMAN because----- , , 

__IP not more than IS words) 

Prizea: 1 Hartman, Trouaar, 1 ahirt and a pair of aocke- 

Last date for receiving entries is 31 1 91 

I HAVE READ THE RULES AND REGULATIONS AND AGREE TO ABIDE BY THE 


) RuiM ana leguiation There is no reetrWiion un the number tjt •mnes The entry lorm 
sbiMAi be oor n piala m all mpecii The enmpeny wiU not be rMprioeCria tor toes al cnineB.^^^^Kfl 
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regard wN be emertained Fnvtioyees oi the company and their reUnmm are not allowed to 
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tech entry ahiMaa be aocomeeiMd by a puichwae bM ol Hartmans atwt or trouser* 

EntrlM to be sont to: Hartman Conteat, 601 Carlton Court Bombay '50 










VOICES 



am wound up about it because 
it is a matter of life and death to 
me The game is a drug to me 
and I really can t imagine being 
without it,' 

JACK RUSSEL 'ne Enqlish 
vMc.’-e'Keece" jus’ Liefom t!‘ie series 
.'iqa^ns' Australia 


Of tlw ganw. J elftPMl« draw In • 
comptoMy wtRfilng poaMon 
bnoMiM f Jtnt dkbt't wmt to play 


KASPAROV, afiar Itt# draw ki the 
24th and fir^ gdiha against 
Karpov. Ksffiparov won ^ match 
though wid podcatad S1.7 million. 
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JdtattMM’a diiiddiMMd’itsoafih- 

railMtf rnira inihaiiirtM^ 

Ihiaa ya«aa. Ha nM^itainB Ih^ 
Johnson waaiNBiefapbolagadPr 

a«a IraeianQing (taltiM 

without file Ooach*a toow l a d gb} . 

H #Wt •■HffraawffilltiW'te lPw ftp # , -A 
lM,odpraMi0ii atsa'dniBaaliif. 
Iha iiS ftnisH a 

yaar dha tli^ ffaiwlctiHi anilha 

tBaka.” 

PETS SAMPFtAS 8tf»r Ms Grand 
StamOtp vtctory. 1990 was 
Indaed a itpnarfcahia yaar lor him. 

‘it'ahaa nawr baan about 
'Wimfatg, Via sra ra votaforttair. 
ppraon wlipraidiBwa tbalr 
iHMitffapdoit O aacol ig warat^^ 
mom ad Riany pao^. Tbay 
Iflt tor a plairar who had triad ao 
hardandluaifailari.’’ 

A BGC spokesman on 
Qatsamania and on why Gaza 
was voted as the Sports 
ParsoraHty of the ^ar by the 
>4ewersofraC. 

Itaflans agree tfiat Maradoiw Is 
a trotdiie maker, a hypocrilB wKl 
a sowar of discord.” 

EDITORIAL in La RepubUca, a 
newspaper of Italy after the Italians 
voted Maradona ftia most hated 
man in Italy. 


‘ A perfectly healthy man with no 
problems finds that his arms are 
very tired after a race. It's 
already a miracle that he has got 
20 per cent movement back into 
his arm. Sure I understand he 
wants to come back and race 
again and is keeping his spirits 
high, but I don t think he ran do 
Formula One again,’ 

NELSON PIQUE-i-un mu 
coHeagiH; .Alessandro Nanmni after 
the latter u arm was severed in a 
heiK.rii.itei c'lish and stitcried bacK 
on again incidf'ntal'y tiis learn 
EArnneton has aheadv lounrt a 
'OOiHr.emr'n! in RoEiedo Morf,-no 
























CONTENTS 


16—22 January, 1991 Volume 12 
Issue 9 

An Ananda Bazar Publication Rs 7.00 


OO How bad is mdiaa 
■■■■ soccer? Poor, says 
former Ebigland 
manager Bobby Robson 
whose team PSV 
Eindhoven totally 
destroyed a 
rep r e s e n tative Endian 
Xl,7-0. Displaying the 
flair and teamwork that 
has won them so many 
trophies, PSV not only 
revealed India’s lack of 
soccer class but were 
also a treat to watch 





C A He’s lost almost all 
UHrhia titles; he’s 
struggling for fitness; 
in fart there is nothing 
left of his decathlon 
emidre except his world 

record.How long 

can we go on believing 
that Daley Thompson 
has one more big 
performance le^ 

8 The Asia Cup is over 
but the memorieB of a 
great one>diqr final still 
remain. A photofeature 
on the tournament 
which finally gave India 
a taste of victory. 


3 Voices 

8 The Imran Khan Column 
3f Karate 

88 What Tennis has to offer in 1991 
71 Turf View 
68 Private Eye 
82 Freewheeling 


Poster photograph by Colorsport 
All illustrations by Debashish Deb 


Editor Mansur AN Khan Pataudi 

ASMslant Editor Andy O'Brien 

ChM Sub-Editor Pradeep Paul 
Editorial Staff; Subhash Sarcar, Suprakash 
Ghoshal, Rohit DavK) Bnjnath. Avik Lee, 
Shevlin Sebastian, Robin Chatterjee 
Madraa Corraapondant; Paitab Ramchand 
Senior Photosraphar: Nikhil Bhattacharya 
All Director: Am<ya Bhattacharya 
Staff OMlffnora: Samir Biswas, Ali Akber 
Mirza and Bhaskar Oas 
Editorial Asalawnis; Frank Gomes, Sujii 
Ghosh 

Publistwd gnd printod loi Ananda Ba/at PatnNa l.td, from b & 
9 PrattiHa Sa'itai Sueei, Catcutla ^00 001 
by B)|ft Kumar Basu 

Atr surcbarQC for Srinagar, ex Oaihi and Tripura ?0 paiso 
fttocih Easterrt States -25 paise 








I-' 








'}k 













IrJ ■ 


















QUEST COLUMN 




IMRAN KHAN responds to Desmond 
Haynes’ claims that Pakistan 
doctored the ball In their recent series 


DOCTORED 


BALLS 


D esmond 

HAYNES, the 
seasoned West 
nmii Indies 
campaigner, and New 
2jealand's John Wright 
remain two of my 
favourite cricketers. Yet 
when Haynes accvised 
Pakistan of cheating by 
doctoring the ball, I felt 1 
had to correct him about 
what cheating really is. 

If Desmond felt he saw 
a few scratches on the 
ball and that was 
cheating, then what is 
lifting the seam called? 
He should ask his pace 
bowlers whether they 
have ever lifted the 
Beam. Maybe he will get 
a shock to find out that 
most of them have done 
so to varying degrees at 
some stage of their 
career. 

Indeed, some of the 
world’s greatest bowlers 
have been caught on 
television lifting the 
seam of the ball. Yet 1 
have never known a 
bowler being cautioned, 
or for that matter a ball 














being' changed because 
it was tampered with. 
There have also been 
instances where various 
substances like facial 
creams have been 
applied to add shine. 

Actually, I don’t blame 
Desmond for this 
controversy. His only 
fault is that he was naive 
enough to believe 
anyone could swing a 
cricket ball if they 
scratched one side of it. 

Not content with 
causing a huge fumncial 
loss by sending the 
weakest Test team to 
tour Pakistan (Sri Lanka 
included), the New 
Zealanders left our team 
completely unprepared 
for the West Indies after 
a one-sided Test series. 
Instead of admitting 
they had sent a 
club-standard team, the 
New Zealanders accused 
us of doctoring the ball. 

Consequently. Haynes 
was keeping an eye on 
our ball as if it was a 
hand grenade that could 
explode any time. When 
we won the first Test. 
Qibbs and Haynes were 
going to release a 
statement luitil they 
were shown the ball they 
had used. There was no 
difference as the roughv 
pitch had equally 
affected the two balls. 

Pakistan can swing 
the old ball and this was 
not the first time 
accusations have been 
made against us. At 
Lord’s in 198S, Pakistan 
capitalised on the rough 
pitch and swung the ball 
much better than the 
Englishmen. 

It is normal for \is to 



rurivs anouglt foinMmn 
anyoM «otiW awing • 
y erldiMbtflflftlMy 


bowl on wickets where 
the ball loses its shine 
and becomes rough. We 
wet and shine one side, 
leave the other 
untouched, and then 
reverse swing the ball. 
In other words, it 
swings with the shine, 
unlike the orthodox way 
when it swings opposite. 

The English bowlers 
struggled on two 
accounts. Firstly they 
were all seam bowlers 
who couldn't swing the 
ball and secondly, they 
were tiding to move it 
the orthodox way. In 
Pakistan 90 per cent of 
matches are played on 
wickets where the ball 
neither bounces nor 
moves off the wicket. 
Therefore a bowler who 


Consequently, 
Haynes was 
keeping- an eye 
on our ball as if 
it was a hand 
grenade that 
would explode 
any time 


cannot swing the ball 
never rises above club 
level. With the new ball 
losing its shine after 10 
overs, most pacemen, 
mainly through lack of 
practice, don’t know 
how to handle those 
conditions. It’s only the 
genuine swing bowlers 
who succeed, which 
makes the New Zealand 


manager’s comment 
that anyone can get 
swing by roxighing up 
one side of the ball 
sound foolish. 

The West Indies 
bowlers were reverse 
swinging the ball in 
Pakistan, yet the 
amount of swing was 
nothing compared to 
what Wasim and Waqar 
were extracting from 
the mckets. In Pakistan, 
you learn to bowl on 
low-bounce wickets and 
indeed I used to find it 
difficult on the bounder 
wickets like Perth. 

I am glad the whole 
issue will be raised at the 
ICX7 meeting. Some 
serious claims have been 
made and I would like 
the Pakistan Cricket 
Board to present the 
balls used by both the 
teams for inspection. 

I don’t expect 
anything to come out of 
the ICC meeting except 
more frequent umpire 
inspections of the ball in 
future games. But 
hopefully umpires will 
be just as tough on 
lifting of the seam as 
they would be on 
scratching the ball. 

However, on bare and 
hard wickets the ball 
wUl gret roughed 
up—maybe a few overs 
later—just as on damp 
green wickets. No 
amount of scratching 
will make the ball 
reverse swing. 

Lifting of the seam 
will continue, perhaps 
not to the extent it is 
done at times, except in 
Pakistan and India 
where it is pointlras. 
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Worth Its weight 



























COVERSTORY 


INDIAN CRICKET’S 


BALANCE 

SHEET 


I SUPPOSE you could glean 
some joy at winning the 
Asia Cup, in spite of 
Pakistan's absence. It 
came as a relief to 
everyone except those 
members of the BCCI who are 
thoroughly non plussed with 
the financial position of the 
Boai'd, and would have liked 
the opportunity to improve the 
cash flow situation, without 
resorting to a self-destructive 
proposal of witholding the 
players' payments. 

Fortunately the President saw 
through this particular game, 
and the finance committee is 
now expected to present a 
more commonsensical and 
prudent proposal. 

Why on earth, an association 
with a huge turnover (though 
it does carry some dead weight 
like the domestic 
tournaments) has to tighten 
its belt when only a while ago 
it could afford to be expansive 
is a bit of a mystery. And a 
careful scrutiny could well be 
amusing, assuming that you 
have a special sense of 
humour. 

But back to the Asia Cup. I 
was amazed at the enthusiasm 



with which India’s victory was 
hailed. After all, India does 
have the strongest batting side 
in the game, and needed only 
205 to win, a total that was 
reached with considerable 
aplomb. 

On the other hand, the 
Indian bowling, as has been 
said over and over, is the type I 
would not mind lacing and 
that too without a helmet. This 
will give you some idea why 


M.A.K. PATAUDI 
EVALUATES 
THE ASSETS 
AND 

LIABILITIES 
WHILE FINDING 
SOMEWHAT 
THE SAME 
EQUATION 
IN THE 
REST OF 
INDIAN SPORT 
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The Indian 
bowling is the 
type I would not 
mind facing and 
that too without 
a helmet 


I 




I domestic tournaments can 
! become so misleading, where 
scores of 500 and more are 
'I commonplace, and you are not 
i given anywhere near the 
correct picture of a batsman's 
: true worth 

There is therefore an 
^ attempt to restructure the 
: flanji Trophy; that is, to make 
it into more than one league 
(like Enghsh football) as well 
as make it more remunerative 
for the player. Since this is 
going to cost, the BCCI is 
desperately looking for 
sponsors. 

But whether you play a 
one-tier or a multi-tier system 
you will only produce 
mediocTity—more so with the 
bowhng —unless you prepare 
better wickets and seriously 
consider playing with balls 
that are used in international 
competitions. These are 
slightly smaller, with the 
leather polished rather than 
glazed; they do not swing quite 
so promptly. If you plan on 
j competing with the best, you 
I have to be prepared for it. 

! It is a malady that afflicts 
i Indian sport in general. The 
reaction to the Indian 
performance—if I may term to 
so—at the Asian Games was 
predictable. The country was 
not amused; though hardly 
surprised. And as is the norm 
the participants and the 
coaches tried to convince us 
that it was the other’s fault. 

At the end of it all 
authorities like Milkha Singh, 
j Suresh Kalraadi, M.P., Arun 
Pandya of the 3. A.I.. sundry 
politicians, experts, and well 
wishers have expressed their 
views, and suggested the 
remedies. You and I, being 
thorough sceptics in these 
matters, know fully well that 
none of these suggestions will 
be put into effect since the 
Government of India is 
preoccupied elsewhere. 



Milkha Singh Is of the opinion that 
Indian sport should be given to 
the army to run 


though some may well ask 
where this ‘elsewhere’ happens 
to be. 

Milkha is straightforward. 
He says “Give it to the Services, 
more specifically to the army” 
thereby indicating that it is the 


I 


only institution left which can 
provide the discipline and 
facilities required to miss an 


Olympic medal by a fraction of 


a second. 


Milkha could have been 


right—-if even in a limited 
way—25 years ago. Today the 
army has little to offer to the 
better equipped sportsman, 
who is no longer content with 
the relative security of an 
army job, the extra diet and 
the much sought after 
privilege of missing the daily 
foot slogging. 

Athletes like Sriram and 
Shivnath Singh found no 
comfort in a system in which 
their qualifications were 
unlUcely to fetch them 
anything higher than the rank 
of a Naik Subhedar, or 
encourage the jawan to 
compete on equal footing with 
the officer. Intermingling on 


the sports field (I am told) is no 
longer consider^ terribly 
healthy for the morale of the 
soldier. Well, I suppose times 
do change, but it seems a pity. 

Arun Pandya is in the 
process of evolving some long 
term schemes involving State 
Governments and 
sponsorship. Unfortunately 
most sponsors like to get their 
money’s worth of exposure 
and that too in quick time. 
Pandya is aiming for the turn 
of the century to make his 
mark in the Aslan circuit. I 







reckon even if he sets off now 
and all g^oes well, he is being 
optimistic by a decade. 

In the meanwhile, Mr 
Kalmadi has hopefully given 
up organising marathons for 
himself and the over fifties but 
will continue to invite near top 
class athletes for our 
edification as indeed Russi 
Modi will continue to host near 
top class footballers. If 
nothing, it at least will 
continue to show the vast 
difference between India’s 
foremost sportsmen and the 


second or third rung 
foreigpier. 

I find it quite unbehevable 
that, in Delhi of all places, 
thousands sat through a game 
of football in which only one 
side played—^and that too 
when it wanted to. No Indian 
came within touching distance 
of his opponent, and while one 
agrees that entertainment is 
presently at a premium in this 
coxmtry, one can also carry 

Skipper Azhar and Manjrekar walk 
in after seeing India through In 
the final 


patriotism a little further than 
is necessary. What I mean is 
that if you are not prepared to 
pay good money to watch me 
play Blasparov, what pleasure 
can you possibly derive in 
watching India play against 
PSV Eindhoven? 

To do well internationally, 
no matter in which sport, you 
must learn your trade in 
conditions as close as possible 
to those that you will come 
across most often. For this you 
need foresight, organisation 
and finance; Need I say more?# 










Despite the 
underdog status 
of Sri Lanka and 
Bangladesh, 
India’s victory in 
the Asia Cup had a 
specif 

significance. It 
showed definite 
signs of 

progress.. .especi¬ 
ally in terms of 
her batting might 
and Mohammad 
Azharuddin’s 
captaincy 
potential 


'■$ 



I LAMOURisnot 

I ^ all that you 
j should 

necessarily look 
for in every sporting 
tournament. If you do, 

I you could be in for 
1 disappointment, not 
I only because of the lack 
j of big-time 
j personalities, but more 
so because you may miss 
the actual significance 
of a tournament, which 
may be having its own 
special meaning and 
impact And. that is sad. 
if you truly are a sports 
lover. 

For the common man, 
the just-concluded Asia 
j Cup was by no means a 
I multi-starrer—an 
j irresistable attraction. 

I There was no Pakistan, 

, in the first place And 
I without Pakistan, as it is 
; obvious, Asian cricket is 
sans half its firepower 
For except India, the 
I other two participants, 

! Sri Ijanka Bangladesh, 
i are still second 
! stringers. 

Yet, the Asia Cup had 
its own special 
significance. Despite its 
depleted, unimpressive 
and somewhat one-sided 
looks. India obviously 
held centrestage like a 
domineering force far 
ahead of the others. 
Critics as well as laymen 
will attach much 
importance to this. But 
that kind of a viewpoint 
is wrong. Barring 
Bangladesh, who paid a 
heavy price for their 
penchant for 
j ‘international exposure' 

I with total lack of 



preparation, India's 
victory in the Asia Cup 
had much greater 
significance than just 
another win over the 
permanent underdogs of 
cricket, Sri Lanka 
India’s triumph was 
much more meaningful 
and valuable than just 
that 

The reasons Firstly, it 
would be absolutely 
v/rong to evaluate 
India's main rival in the 
tournament. Sri Lanka, 
on t.he same scale as ever 
before The .Sn Lanka of 
today, in all fairness, is 
vastly different from the 
Sri Lanka of yestor.vear 
Now, it is a remaikabl.v 
strong side tiiat travels 
out of the emerald 
islands Now. there is 
that unmistakable aura 
of resurging confidence 
about them, which 
steins from a new 
attitude of defiance, of 
refusal to accept their 
nearly unshakable 
underdog status. And 
of course from talent 

Look at that 
irrespre-ssible. ebullient 
young man Aravinda De 
Silva and his no 


The sense of 
overbearing 
mastery that 
Tendulkar 
showed in every 
innings that he 
played indicates 
his future 
greatness as a 
leading, 
motivating 
influence on the 
team... 













holds-barred defiant 



response to even top 
class bowling. In the 
three matches he played 
in the Cup. his haul was 
a respectable 128; with a 
highest of an explosive 
89 at Cuttack. 

It was indeed an 
honour for Sri Lanka to 
have a batsman in its 
I'ank who commanded 
so much respect from 
even their much fancied 
Indian opponents 
Coming in mostly at one 
down, he almost 
inevitably proved the 
stabilising factor in the 
consistent 

Lankan innings And 
his contempt for any 
stupidity, any slackness 
on the part of the 
bowler, resulted in 
spectacular fireworks , 
that dazzled. 

Quite similar to this 
irreveraiit approach was 
the solid, surefooted 
aggression of Asaiika 
Gurusinghe. If 
anything, his onslaught 
was more sustained and 
more consistent than the 
impulsive eruptions of 
Aravinda De Silva, 
whose sudden rushes of 
blood often cost him a 
big innings. But their 
defiance bcxisted the Sri 
Lankan morale m facing 
their ctnebrated . 
opjionents 

Talking about morale, 
both skippers Arjuna 
Ranatunga and 
Mohammad Azharuddin 
have been exemplary in 


The Indian team’s 
victory lap: 
sure-footed approach 
towards the future 


their contribution to 
team spirit, simply by 
taking the right 
decision at the right 
time. As well as doing 
the all important 
job- performing. 

As far as India is 
concerned this aspect 
has been a revelation. 
I’eally After traversing 
through a long difficult 
terrain of confusion, 
bitterness and 
acirimony. India has 
been happy to settle 
down under the 
reassuring influence of 
a captain who excelled in 
every area of his 
cictivity He batted 
excellently, with the 
same original grace that 
characterised his game 
when he made his 
sensational entry into 
big-time cricket and 
had been missing for 
disquietingly long 

dust as his 
performance 
contributed to the 
Indian victory in 
concrete terms of rich 
knocks, averaging an 
impressive 94, his 
handling of the Indian 
bowling strategy paid 
ric.-h dividends. 

This undoubtedly 
showed his ability to 
make the most of the 
limited resources at his 
disposal, as Indian 
bowling - ilespite the 
towering presence of 
Kapil Dev —has become 
too weak to reassure any 
captain. Azharuddin. 
without any great 
expectations from his 
bowlers, and at the same 
time without the 









slightest trace of 
frustration, wrestled 
with the realities 
surrounding him to 
extract the best possible 
results. 

Kapil IDev must have 
been an exti emely 
happy man that sunny 
afternoon in the Eden 
Gardens, joining the 
One-day hattrick club, 
but glor.v be with the 
chief too For Kapil's 
hattrick not only paved 
the way for the quick 
Indian victory, but also 
sort of endorsed and 
rewarded the skipper’s 
belief in his ageing 
colleagues. 

Ironically, enough, it 
was at the final of a 
One-day tournament 


that Kapil Dev seemed to 
have struck form. After 
a long spell of 
unproductive drudgery 
and painful criticism, 
Kapil Dev had. in fact, 
began to believe that it 
was his excessive 
participation in one-day 
cricket which was 
harming his bowling. 
“The biggest factor that 
has caused damage to 
my bowling is One-day 
cricket. Too much of it,” 
said Kapil, explaining 
how his “original style 
has been severely 
affected. This business 
of keeping the ball in, in, 
and in, to check the runs 
has really changed my 
style. My outswing has 
gone haywire—that 


cutting edge, that 
tempting lure that used 
to force mistakes on 
batsmen and then make 
them fall to my pace no 
longer exists. There is 
no threat in my bowling 
anymore. Playing 
one-day cricket has 
grooved it into my 
system to bowl straight, 
straight, straight, 
within the stumps. I’ve 
become predictable. ” 
Seen from that point 
of view. Kapil’s sudden 
success should not cause 
as much optimism about 
his bowling as it is likely 
to do. The pundits may 
demand stiffer tests, 
more convincing procf 
of his return to form; but 
since there is no 


cricketing engagement 
in the offing, that 
question would now 
remain unanswered. 
However, the good news 
is that this seeison ends 
on a happy note. As far 
as Kapil is concerned, 
amid optimism 
Happiness also 
permeated from the 
smooth, sure-footed 
progress that the 
youngsters showed. 
Sanjay Manjrekai', and 
Sachin Tendulkar 
certainly symbolise our 
greatest hopes about 
India's cricketing 
future So far we have 
not had the slightest 
reasons to re-examine 
oui‘ expectations. Sanjay 
Manjrekar and Sachin 










VIDEOCON ASIA CUP STATISTICS 









Batted first 

Score (ovara) 

B a t t a 
second 

d 

Score (ovara) 

Margin 

Man of the match 

Bangladesh (T) 

170-6 / 50 

India 


171-1/36.5 

9 wkts 

N. Sidhu 

Sri Lanka (T) 

214-1 /49.2 

India 


178 / 45.5 

36 wkts 

A. Ranatunga 

Sri Lanka (T) 

249-4 / 45 

Bangladesh 


178-9'45 

71 wkts 

Athar Ali Khan 

Sn Lanka 

204-9 ! 45 

India (T) 


205-3 / 42.1 

7 wkts 

M. Azharuddin 

Note; Teams in capitals for match winners; 





(T) signifies toss winner. 








BEST 

BATSMEN 





M Inn 


No Runs. 

Ave 

HS 

Athsr All Khan (Ban) 


2 2 


1 122 

122.00 

78* 

S. Manjrekar (Ind) 


3 3 


2 112 

112.00 

75* 

Mohd. Azharuddin (Ind) 

3 2 


1 94 

94.00 

54* 

A. Ranatunga (SL) 


3 3 


1 166 

83.00 

64* 

Navjot SIdhu (Ind) 


3 3 


1 144 

72.00 

104* 

Aravinda de Silva (SL) 

3 3 


— 126 

42.00 

89* 



BEST BOWLERS 





Overt Mdna Rune Wkta 

Avga 

Beat 

Kapil Dev (Ind) 


26.2 

2 

96 9 

10.66 

4-31 

R. Ratnayake (SL) 


14.5 

1 

58 4 

14.03 

3<24 

AtuI Wasaan (ind) 


27 

0 

104 5 

20.86 

3-28 

S. dayaswiya (SL) 


20 

1 

91 3 

30.33 

2-39 

CompHsd by Ravi Kant Srlvaatava 














Both skippers 
Ranatunga and 
Azharuddin hove 
been exemplory 
in their 

contribution to 
team spirit, 
simply by taking 
the right decision 
at the right time. 
As well as doing 
the all important 
job—performing. 


Tendulkar are just 
going great guns, 
dovetailing so well into 
each other's as well as ] 
their seniors’ gameplf- n ; 
And most remarkable of i 
all, the sense of 
overbearing mastery | 
that Tendulkar showed i 
in every innings that he ; 
played in the reermt past 
indicates his future 
greatness as a lea ding, , 

motivating influoiK* on 1 
the team i 

If this sounds like 
premature ; 

crystal-gaziiig into the i 
distant future of a 
Sachin Tendulkar era, | 
well, even though the i 
future 1 .S not for us to 
see, nurturing sueh i 
visions i.s certainly not ■' 
wild imagiiiaiioii. ' 

So the point i.s for all ■ 
the underestimation j 
that the Sri Lankans 
suffer, India's victory 
over them for the Asia j 
Cup .should not txi ; 

slighted at all On the 
one hand, Si'i Lanka has | 
given a good account of { 
themselves by even i 
beating India, while on ! 
the oltier- India's Asia , 
Cup campaign was i 

memorable for its own j 
positive signs of I 

progress. j 

BySUPRAKASHGHOSHAL i 

_ i 
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QUESTIONS 


I lii 

. wiiat dcx.’s cold 
cock’or lower 1 he 
booin’stand for? 

2 Which city is 
. known as the 
‘Texas of European 
football’? 

3 Which boxer 
. played the part 
of Mr. John Gully 
in the film ‘Royal 
Flash, in which he 
had a fist fight with 
Oliver Reed, who 
played the role of 
Bismarck? 

4 To whom did 
. Muhammad 
Ali address these 
words; “This is the 
bear hunting 
season, you big 
ugly bear. You are 
the chump and I am 
the champ.’’ 

5 Which 
. Argentine 
soccer star became 
famous as the 
‘Blond Arrow •'* 

6 Which tennis 
. player 

described two great 
accomplishments 
111 his hte as one. 
when he started 
pla.ving tennis and 
two w’hen he 
stopped playing 
tennis? 

7 W‘hich leiiiiis 
. player who 
was also a novelist 
and poet outside 
the court acted in 
the film ‘Players’. 


ill which he was 

Bill Ponsford, 

seen winning the 

Doug Walters and 

Wimbledon singles 

Alvin 

title, although he 

Kallicharan... 

didn’t win the 


Wimbledon singles 

Q In which 

title in I’eal life? 

. sport did 


Pericles, the 

Q Who comes 

I’enowned ancient 

O . next in the 

Greek emperor. 

following series • 

win the gold medal 

1MTIN6TEST | 


AB0\^ IS: Wish you won pail of our quiz team. 
Botwsan 10 and 13: Not too had. 

Below 10 Sportsworid reading racommandad 

Alt answers sent in by the contnbutor. 


AIRWER8 


1. It is the time when the opponent is knocked out 
with a single blow. 

2 . Barcelona. 

3. Henry Cooper. 

4. Sonny Liston. 

5. Alfredo Di Stefano. 

6. ^om Borg. 

7. Guillermo Vitas. 

B. Mohammad Azharuddin. All three cricketers 
have scored centuries in their first two Test 
matches. 

9. Wrestling 

10. Paul Breltner of West Germany. 

11. He would be losing a game or contest 
intentionally. 

12. Daley Thompson, Great Britain. 

13. Severiano Ballesteros, Spain. 

14. Australia's Dennis Lillee. 

15. The best allround boxer at the Olympic Games. 
He may or may not be a gold medal winner. 




mm 


I 


in the ancient 
Olympics? 

■4 ^ Only three 
JL vy . players 
have scored in the 
final match of two 
different World 
Cup scx3cei“ finals. 
Two of them are 
Vava and Pele Who 
is the third? 

1 -4 What 
X . would a 
sportsman bi.* doing 
if lie were 
‘tanking? 

■4 O Who is the 
X ^ . only athlete 
to be Olympic 
champion, world 
champion. 
Commonwealth 
champion and 
Eurofxiaii 
champion? 

-4 o Which 
X O • famous 
golfer, when asked 
why he didn’t have 
only one girlfriend, 
said, “That would 
be like playing in 
tbe same golf 
course all the 
time.” 

-4 >1 In January 
X ^ , 1983, Ian 
Botham won a 
horserace against 
another famous 
cricketer at 
Adelaide’s Glofje 
Derby Raceway by 
three yards. Name 
the other cricketer. 

-4 pr Who is 
X O . awarded 
the ’Val Barker 
trophy? 
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UEST COLUMNI 



T he 

recently • retired 
Prime Minister, the 
RtHon. Mrs 
Margaret Thatcher, pc, 
MP, began her campaign 
to continue as leader of 
her party with the 
widely quoted view that 
‘There will "be no 
ducking of bouncers, no 
playing for time. The 
bowling’s going to get 


hit all round the 
ground.’ 

Without wishing to 
draw attention to the 
doubtful wisdom of not 
ducking bouncers, the 
strategy of bringing 
cricketing metaphors 
into political discussions 
clearly does not work. 
Her ex-deputy Sir 
Geoffrey Howe described 
her poUcies as Rather 


like sending your 
opening batsmen to the 
crease onl.y for them to 
find, the moment the 
first balls are bowled, 
that their bats have been 
broken before the game, 
by the team captain.’ 

This displayed no 
greater knowledge of 
the working of our 
summer game than the 
words of his former 


boss. You have got to be 
a pretty stupid batsman 
not to notice that your 
bat is bivkeii until ‘the 
moment the first balls 
are bowled’, and then to 
try to blame it on your 
c;aptain. 

And at what moment 
is it that the first balls 
are bowled? In most 
games of cricket 1 have 
seen, only one ball is 


19 






bowled at a time. For the 
sake of our sanity, it is 
obviously essential that 
we all do our best to keep 
cricket out of politics, at 
least until a cricketer as 
good as Ijord Home is 
once again our Prime 
Minister As David 
Umpire Dickie Bird, in the 
company of his country's 
cricketers, has been 
invited to lunch at 
Buckingham Palace 


Grat^eney once so 
memorably said, 

‘Cricket shouldn’t be 
used as a political 
football.’ 

But I fear we would be 
fighting a losing battle. 
After all, there was more 
good news for the 
political-speech-writing 
fraternity recently, with 
the revelation that 
ball-by-ball 


commentaries on Radio 
Three are not to be 
scrapped when the 
frequencies change later 
on in 1991. Cricket has 
been seen as an essential 
source of material for a 
good political speech for 
even longer than the 
TMS team has been 
eating cakes. 

Many years before 
Mrs Thatcher tried to 


use cricket to score 
political points, HH the 
Jam Saheb of 
Nawanagar, Prince 
Ranjitsml\ii, was 
routinely using 
cricketing metaphors in 
his public utterances. He 
used to say things like 
‘Both on easy and 
difficult wickets, the 
princes of India have 
tried their best to play 





with a straiirht bat for 
the Empire.’ 

As some of the Indian 
princes, the Jam Saheb 
himself always 
excluded, were among 
the worst batsmen ever 
to play first-class 
cricket, 1 am not sure 
that Ranji’s comment 
was as noble as he would 
have wished his 
listeners to believe, but it 


was what the Empire 
wanted to hear. 

And in 1059, The 
I Timea published a 
leading article in which 
it pointed out that Mr 
Khrushchev ‘has done 
most of the bowling and 
the West has been 
stonewalling.’ This 
predated by a quarter of 
a century Mrs T’s view 
that Mikhail Gorbachev 


series in Australia, and 
also have to deal with 
their own leadership 
crisis as Graham Gooch 
nurses a hand as 
stitched up as Mrs 
Thatcher was by her 
backbenchers. The 
Lord’s Taverners, whose 
reception at Number 10 
gave Mrs Thatcher the 
unfortunate idea of 
talking in cricketing 




Does Robin Smith have 
the makings of a cabinet 
minister? 

is a man with whom she 
could have played 
cricket. 

The England team 
now face their own 
struggle to win the 


metaphors, are not 
travelling en masse to 
Australia for meetings 
with Prime Minister 
Hawke, so with any luck 
the confusion between 
politics and cricket will 
not spread any further 
than it already has. 

However I have 
noticed a few new straws 


in the wind over the past 
week or two which 
worry me. It seems that 
some of our cricketers 
are prejiaring 
themselves for political 
careers as rapidly as our 
politicians seem to want 
to qualify for a slot as an 
expert summariser on 
the Test Match Special 
team. 

Did you notice, for 
example, that Dickie 
Bird has been invited to 
limch at Buckingham 
Palace*^ Perhaps he will 
be our next Prime 
Minister but one. Or that 
Robin Smith has asked 
for permission to conxe 
back to Britain in the 
middle of the tour? And 
why does he want to 
leave the sunshine of 
Australia behind for a 
few days, and put up 
with the snows and rain 
of England? To spend 
some time with his 
family, that’s why. If 
ever I heard a political 
statement, that is it. 

Why did Sir Norman 
Fowler leave the 
cabinet? To spend more 
time with his family. 
Why did Nicholas Ridley 
try not to resign? 
Because he was on 
record as saying that he 
did not want to spend 
mol's time with his 
family. If Robin Smith 
ever becomes a cabinet 
minister, he will be one 
of the first already to 
have his resignation 
statement worked out. 

The only hope for 
England to avoid the 
vultures from now on is 
by asking that all future 
Tests, like leadership 
ballots, should be at 
least a three-way affair. 
Then, even if England 
cannot hit the bowling 
all around the ground or 
even play for time, we 
might win by virtue of 
the number of second 
-preference runs. • 
































Not A Jamboree 


T ata Iron and Steel 
Company (TISCO) 
organisers of Super 
Soccer, has a txirnover 
of Rs 2.200 crores and 
a reputation of being 
the epitome of 
efficiency. But the 
way, they organised 
the PSV Eindhoven vs 
India XI match at 
Delhi, would have had 
founder Dohrab Tata 
turning in his grave. 

PSV arrived in Delhi 
without visas. The 
organisers had not 
stressed that India is 
not an EEC country, 
for which no visas are 
required. Customs 
officials at Delhi 
understandably were 
upset at this lapse. The 
organisers had to 
work overtime to get 
temporary visas at the 
airport. 

At the official Press 
conference to meet 
Bobby Robson, the 
names of the 17 Dutch 
players were not 
provided, in spite of 
repeated requests. 
Whilst Romario’s 
absence was noted, 
there was no 
information about the 
missing Dutch World 


Cup defender. Berrie 
Van Aerie. No wonder 
some newspapers 
included Van Aerie in 
the squad. This 
occurred in spite of a 
publicity budget of Rs 
50 lakh for the Super 
Soccer series. 

The fhesB 
conference was a 
disaster. It was a free 
for all, with children, 
bank officials, friends 
of PROS and all and 
sundry joining in. 
Whilst sports 
journalists were 
restricted to one 
qriestion each, 
children were allowed 
to ask all sorts of 
irrelevant questions. 

The unkindest cut of 
all was at the match. 
The organisers could 


not co-ordinate at all 
with the technical . 
officials. Erroneous 
temn lists were 
provided. The numbers 
on the Indian teams 
were unidentifiable. As 
the line-ups supplied 
were wrong, the Public 
Address System 
notably made wrong 
announcements. 

Rumanian star, 
Gheorge Popescu was 
not even listed though 
he played from 
beginning till the end. 
For 30 minutes the 
AIR and Doordarshan 
wrongly identified the 
I»SV players. 
According to the list 
supplied by the Tata 
Steel Sports 
Foundation, Zambian 
left-winger Kalusha 


Bwalya was nuule a 
Czech, Jozef Chovanec. 
Ironically. Cnovanec 
was not even playing 
in the first half. Sudb 
Aus pax are surely a 
poor reflection on 
Tatas organisational 
capabilities. 

At the end of the 
match, no information 
was given about Bobby 
Robson’s after match 
comments. The errors 
in the team lists were 
also corrected by the 
initiative of the media, 
who sent a man to the 
PSV bench to correct 
the team list. The 
organisers should 
realise that 
international football 
is no Samantha Fox 
jamboiee. 

NovyKapMlfai 
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knows more about your 
players, than our own. 
Theyll tell you when 
Eric Gerets was bom, 
and what van Bruekelen 
eats for lunch, but they 
sure won’t be able to 
identify Swarup Das and 
Everest Gollado in a 
crowd. International 
exposure be damned, at 
least India should play 
its best team. And if this 
is it. boy, have we got a 
problem! 


The Super Soccer 
concept is successful in 
only two spheres; 
exposing India’s soccer 
frailness and giving the 
aesthetes in the crowd, 
an opportunity to watch 
one-sided excellence 
close up. It’s like Boris 
Becker playing S. 
Fazaluddin. You can 
appreciate Becker’s art 
in itself, nothing else. 
For any sport to be 
entertaining and 


exciting, a contest is 
required. In that context 
Super Soccer fails 
miserably. 

The solution is 
alarmingly simple; 
bring two teams. If PSV 
were to play Liverpool, 
the match would retain 
it’s exhibition status, but 
it wo\ild be a feast of 
contrasting styles of 
equal efficiency. With 
club honour at stake and 
winning being 






everything these days, 
the teams would take it 
easy, only to a point. 

The coimter argument 
to this would be that 
cliche of ‘denying 
Indians International 
exposure’. Hogwash. 
What are the Indians 
learning from these 
successive 

humiliations? Nothing. 
Super Soccer teams have 
been touring India since 
1884 and there has been 
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Has intemattonal 
IbottMiil become very 
defensive? 

No it hasn’t become 
very defensive. Goals 
are very difficult to 
come by since world 
football defenders 
have become much 
more intelligent, 
quicker, they even 
think quicker and aJ?e 
hard to score against. 
Tactics are such that 
teams play with an 
extra player in . 
defence. As both 
teams do it, it is 
difficult to score. 

What was the difference 
between football in your 
days as a player and 


Inmydaysasa 
player, in the 1950s 
and early 608 a 
jnanager's job was 
sesur. He had to only 
oonoentrateon 
keeping the players 
i^sio^y fit. Now 


In modern football, 
the need to win is so 
paramount that the 
enjoyment seems to 
have gone. Baggio 
was transferred for 
8 million pounds. 

Nobody is worth 
that much 


“The enjoyment in modem foothail 
seems to have gone” 


PSV manager Bobby Robson 
speaks to Novy Kapadia 


we are totally 
professional. We have 
to develqp a player’s 
attitude, 
temperament, 
character and skills. 
Esch player has to be 
dealtwith * 
individually. 
Oasooigne is different 


bx}m Shilton in 
attitude and approach 
to the game. Being a 
manager now is afull 
time job. You have to 
remain up to date 
with new trends. I 
enjoy my job with 
PSV but my best days 
were as a piaster with 



Fulhain. In modem 
foo&aU, the need to. 
win is so paramount 
that the e^oyment 
seems to have gone. 
Exorbitant trsj^er 
fees nowadays are 
mindboggling. 

Baggio was 
transferred fore 
million pounds. 
Nobody is worth that 
much. Most of the 
money goes to the 
club the player 

getting a fraction. 

But high finance is 
robbing the joy of 
football. Nowadays, 
money from football 
is generated from 
sponsorship, whereas 
in my playing days, 
clubs depended on the 
paying public. 

Would you like to 
comm^on superviskm 
in dw World Cup? 
Referees should not 
he afraid to give a 
harsh decision, but at 
the same time, 
referees should apply 
oommonsenee and 
have to be careful 
about red and yellow 
cards. I thought that 
atltalia '90. they were 
too liberal with the 
cards. They have t« he; 
sure that it is a red 
card. FIFA told them 
to be strict with 
players but cards ■ 
must be shown rndy if 
it is a legitimate , 

offence. There were 
some bookings in the 
1990WorldCnp , . ; 

whidhwpre 
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fNiiiMtts to make the 
gMMattmcttve? 

Tberutosand 
■itegtdstiosBof 
fboiftiall have stood 
'^tlietaBt time, they 
pm las years old. 
^fSToumake 


' :>>/#■*» *^f-re:eT.>Trt;i»j 


BssQEetbaJl for 
instance, scores are 
92 or 105. There 
should not be too 
many g^ials. It will 
cheapen the sport. 
Football is an 
excellent sport and 
you have to preserve 
its simplicity. So 1 do 
not approve that 
goals have to be 
widened to make the 
game more attractive. 
If you extend the 
gtxds, matches would 
end with scores of 
15-8 but it would not 
necessarily make the 
match more exciting 
and attractive. 

What would make 
I footiMlI a better game to 
watch? 

Skilful players hke 
PPe, George Best, 
Maradona, Bobby 
Charlton, Gullit, 
Gasco^e, SohiUaoi 
andCrjmIf. Players 
with personalitlee 
and charisma will 
: di*aw the crowds to 
;theg|une,Grmt 
1 sM those who 

[-sxd'aliwa^ . 
looP^cttt^ with the 
[hsB. ban trap the ball 
MaBsoglM. driblde 
Aiedpin'sdtliit, 
topitobl.h«^ 
fitoiciidew^SMe, 
master cjfsvery 
tsohnique. Nowadays 
pa USB ths iMdl a lot in 
ipalBiagandlam 
•iniecs sk^ful plsyms 
sl^Amarge, 



a remarkable lack of 
improvement in Indian 
Boooer in that period. 

So that equation doeen’t 
hold. 

The Indian players 
would probably sulk if 
denied the opportunity 
to play such teams, but 
so timid and awestnu^ 
has been their reaction, 
that you feel they're on 
the field only to tell their 
grandchildren 20 years 
hence, that. T idayed 
against Erwin Koeman, 
kiddo’. Only problem is 
if the kid turns around 
andsays, ‘Andwhatdid 
you do, QrsndpaF. 

Much Plmos in tbs 


house that day. 

There is growing 
evidence in fact that this 
'international exposure’ 
hypeisaottiaUy 
counter-productive. The 
embarrassnwnt has 
beocsne so unpalatable 
that, prior to the 
Calcutta match, Subrata 
Bhatiacharya was heard 
Baying,''We will not lose 
by more than 3 goahi, 
even if it means shsohitB 
detiimoe,8tandiagstiU. 
cm (hs ground waiting 
fbrtbemtooouto'upto 
our teeirTitory. Thenpe^ 
start our game. VTjam 
wesmsedangarw^ , 
even Idok the bsU cufccf. 


the ground and do 
anytiiing possible in the 
world to stop them ficom 
scoring’. Now that 
doesn’t sound like a man 
interested in a learning 
experience, nowdoeslt. 
Mbrea toar of being 
thraehed. 

USOO may have the 
last laugh by painting to 
the ehonsaouiB crowds 
that hatm fkxdced to 
thsas matches. Yet, the 
issue is not pubUoity but 
sntertslioQpQtand 
tiWNihi^tottuBe'af 


Rohri Biijngth 
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^ BA-BOOM.’ 

" The floor is 

made of 
ceramic 
tiles that are 
the colour of buttermilk. 
‘Bip-bip. Ba-boom.'The 
walls are marble 
halfway to the ceiling-. 
‘Baba-da-boom. 
Baba-da-boom.’ There is 
chipping plaster, and 
water pipes all around. 
‘Bip-bip. Boop-ba-boop. 
Boom.’ And mirrors and 
stalls and a long wooden 
bench. ‘Ba-boom. 

Bip.. .bip... babadaboom. 
Ba-boom ba .boom.' 

In the faded elegance 
of a dressing room 
underneath the stadium 
of the Buenos Aires lawn 
tennis club, Guillermo 
Vilas waits to go 
upstairs for another 
tennis match. Waits and 
sits. Stands and dances. 
Sings and taps a small 
stick. 

‘1 should have been a 
Brazilian,’ Vilas says 
‘How fantastic they are 
with the music. 
Unbelievable So natural 
with the music. You go 
into a bar and there they 
are drumming and 
tapping on everything. 
Ba-boom. 

Ba-ba-da-boom. Metals, 
wood, the floor, the 
chairs. They click 
glasses and spoons and 
fill the bottles at 
different levels so they 
get the different notes. 
Bip-bcxim. They become 
a band. People singing 
and laughing and 
dancing on the tables. 
Ba-boom. 

I fly away with the 
music.’ VilM continues, 
now working on the 
marble and the pipes. 
Boop-bip-ba-boom. Yes, 
sometimes 1 wish I was 
making music. I speak 
to Burt Bacharach in 
Caracas. He said he went 
crazy listening to the 


Brazilians. He said he 
will come here and I will 
go to California and 
meet the big guys. My 
songs will be love songs. 
But not for lovers, you 
know? Love songs for all 
people. I want that. Yes. 

I want to make music,. I 
will...I know I will.’ 

The reason 

professional tennis has 
established itself as one 
of the big sports of the 
‘70s is that it has grown 
far and wide and 
vanegated enough to 
have at its highest level 
such desperate 
personalities as Jimmy 
Connors. Bjorn Borg 
and Guillermo Vilas. 
Though much has bee’ii 
made of their diversity, 
the notion persists that 
Connors and Borg are 
not so dissimilar after 
all It is Vilas who IS 
different. Vilas, the 
poet. Vilas, the 
romantic. Vilas, the 
mild bull of the Pampas. 
Though probably 
lacking the raw ability 
of his two rivals. Vilas 
may have the greatest 
appeal to the public. 

Connors has earned a 
reputation for nastiness 
while wearing his heart, 
not to mention his 
middle finger, on his 
sleeve. Conversely, Borg 
is well mannered but 
exhibits no recognisable 
human emotion past a 
wink. And although 
they have performed I 
prodigies on the tennis 
court, they are sadly 
deficient in the social 
graces and general 
knowledge. Indeed, it 
sometimes seems that 
they went directly from 
childhood to manhood, 
while cutting classes, as 
it were, in the lessons of 
youth. Perhaps that is 
why, in their press 
conferences and public 
utterances, Connors, 25. 
and Borg. 21. can 
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express themselves only 
in jock rhetoric or 
downne:ljt baby talk. 
Conversation? Forget 
conversation They don’t 
know what conversation 
is If all the nets of the 
woi'ld suddenly were 
ripped asunder by Darth 
Vader. Jimbo and 
Bjorny would have to 
take to the streets 
selling sausage. 

This is not the case for 
25-year-oid Vilas. 
Besides being one of the 
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U irlac 

ftoserve- 
dly has taken 
cteditforthe 
technical and 
mental 

improvements 
in Vilas’s game 
since he joined 
up with him 
permanently in 
1976. Other 
players sense 


three best tennis players 
in the world, Vilas is a 
published author of 
prose and poetry. He has 
written a screenplay and 
collaborated on songs to 
be recorded in 
Argentina. He is a 
philosopher, a musician, 
a reader, a thinker. Even 
if Vilas’s book of poetry 
were nothing more than 
recipes for 'carbonada 
criolla’ and his musical 
notes badly off-key: even 
if his Renaissance-man 
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Viias with TIriac. When 
TIrlac joined up with 
him he changed hie 
image as well as his 
game 

1 ‘eputation is based on 
nothing more than 
‘phantom depth’ as one 
touring pro charges, 
that is besides the point. 
On his own the man 
reads, writes and 
composes, and he does it 
for only one reason. The 
self. Himself. 

Vilas is bright, 
handsome, articulate. 

He is honest, witty, 
sensitive. He makes tons 
and tons of pesos. You 
might not want your 
daughter to marry a 
tennis player, but 
Guillermo Vilas you’d 
approve of 

This is a 

simplification, of 
course Vilas’s passion 
for the aesthetic, his 
artistic nature, derives 
in large part from the 
circumstances of 
coming from a broken 
home and from the hurt 
inflicted by incessant 
reference to him in the 
Argentine press as a 
loser and ‘the eternal 
second’. ‘I am a very 
complicated person to 
get involved with,’ Vilas 
says. ‘I am not easy to 
know on a superficial 
basis.' 

Significantly, the two 
men who say they know 
him best—does anyone 
know Guillermo Vilas 
well?—disagree on the 
subject of Vilas’s state of 
mind. 

‘Willie is, you know, 
counterclockwise,’ says 
\ Luis Alberto Spinetta, 
NArgentina’s leading 
jazz-rock musician. ’You 
tell him what’s white, 
he’ll tell you what’s 
black. You act hard on 
him, he’ll be sweet. It’s 
all reversed. He’s 
contradictory. But he is 
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For a time Bjorn Borg 
and Vilas became fast 
friends, but as Borg 
started defeating Vilas 
regularly, the 
friendship waned 

yoving, a champion, 
sensible. He has fun. His 
future is now. He has 
found the world 
already.’ 

Arturo Romero, who 
was Vilas’s roommate 
during law school at 
Faculdad de Derecho y 
Ciencias Sociales and 
now serves as a kind of 
secretary for his friend, 
demurs, ‘Travelling is a 
lonely time for 
Guillermo’, says 
Romero. ‘He has no 
home left, but he needs 
the charm and closeness 
of the family. When you 
force Guillermo to 
think, he’s fiessimistic. 
Because he’s not happy, 
he must discover a place 
to settle and find peace 
The problem is 
Guillermo do<*sn’t find 
his peace.’ 

There arc other 
contradictions. Vilas 
has said that money 
means nothing, that he 
‘plays for fame’. But last 
year he entered an 
astonishing 34 
tournaments (winning 
21), played 153 matches 
(winning 139) and 
earned $434,065 in 
tournament prize 
money, an all-time 
record. He plays and 
plays and plays and 
plays. He also won the 
$300,000 first prize in 
the Colgate Grand Prix 
bonus pool, as well as an 
additional $30,000 in 
the season-end Masters 
showdown in New York 
city, for a year’s total of 
$764,065. That is quite a 
bit of fame. 

And Vilas’s interest in 
only the fame of the 
Masters title is suspect. 
He cabled Colgate before 



the tournament to ask if 
they could send his 
$300,000 down to 
Buenos Aires ahead of 
time ‘for tax reasons’. 
(There were no tax 
reasons: tennis players 
are taxed where they 
earn their money.) 

Moreover, Vilas 
resigned or, rather. Ion 
Tiriac, the brixding 
Romanian w-ho is Vilas’s 
friend, aide, mentor, 
agent, cornerman, 
coach and general 


manager, resigned both 
of them from the 
Association of Tennis 
Professionals last 
spring (over a petty 
gossip item in the ATP 
newspaper) Vilas was 
the only major player 
who refused to sign a 
pledge not to play 
exhibitions in conflict 
with ATP-sanctioned 
tournaments this 
season. As a result, this 
winter and spring Vilas 
(whom Tiriac has come 


to refer to as ‘I’, the way 
fight managers say. ’We 
fought so-and-so’) has 
been lazing around, 
playing in only a few 
tournaments. He does 
appear in a whole lot of 
exhibitions For fame? 
For money'-* 

In defence, Tiriac 
argues that Connors. 
Borg. Ilie Nastase and 
other big names have 
been ‘collecting 
guarantees on contracts’ 
from Lamar Hunt’s WCT 



















tour, and that his man 
either deserves the same 
largess or else should be 
left alone to make up the 
cash in exhibitions 
‘Guillermo is bored 
with deahs I make,' .says 




tired. 

Be that as it may. 
Vilas, or Tiriac, or those 
spinners and weavers 
from Fila, the Italian 
clothes manufacturer 
that makes Vilas's 


year—to reach that 
many finals and win 
that many 
tournaments—was 
extraordinary,’ says 
Ashe. ‘It’s trivial to 
complain that he hasn’t 


... 



Tinac 'He doesn’t want 
U) lieai' about them 
Anyway, money is not a 
factor with these guys 
anymon* It j ust depends 
on who wants to win 
This guy won non-stop 
last year. God. we re 


two-tone outfits, or 
somebody, must be 
yawning alt the way to 
the Buenos Aires 
Savings and Loan. 

Arthur Ashe puts in a 
word for Vilas ‘What 
Guillermo did last 


played much this year. 
He must have accouiited 
for an extra 50,000 
spectators in the last six 
months of each season. 
He more than supported 
the tour.’ 

This season the tour 


has had to maJse do 
without Vilas. After 
injuring his ankle at the 
Masters in January, he 
rushed home to rest for 
nearly three months 
before gingerly 
venturing back into 
competition, in which he 
has been rudely beaten 
by a whole draw sheet of 
players. But this 
appears to be another 
typical Tiriac 
production, go slow, 
practice hard, work like 
a pack mule, then sneak 
up on everybody in the 
world's big clay 
championships • this 
week's Italian Open m 
Rome and next week's 
French Open m Pan.s 

Tiriac deservedly has 
taken credit, for the 
technical and mental 
improvements in Vilas’s 
game since he joined up 
with him permanently 
in 1976 Other players 
sense his influence on 
Vilas’s personality as 
well There was a time in 
South Africa, after Vilas 
had lost a long point, 
when he apjieaied to the 
chair that coughing 
spectators had disrupted 
his concentration. The 
umpire allowed a replay 
Last spring during tlie 
Davis Cup match 
between Argentina and 
the US, American 
representatives accused 
Vilas of arousing the 
crowd to use drums, 
bugles and whistles. 

‘Tiriac is the guru and 
Tiriac's forte is 
gamesmanship.’ says 
Ashe. 'We know not to 
give Guillermo anything 
on the court because 
he’ll nail you if he can. 
He has come to the 
superstar point. He 
plays on that image of 
the romantic poet, but 
he uses the grand 
gesture the way 
Newcombe used to in 



















tennis globe. 
Tbe following 
summer there 
arrived on the 
American day 
drcuita 
powerful, 
Im-handed, 
fully fledged 
new star and 
anomaly; a 
flashing-eyed, 
head-banded 
South American 
who didn’t moan 
and comidain at 
line calls...and 
didn’t even 
seem to lose 


influencing' an 
inexfienenced linesman 
Newk got away with it 
because he was Newk. 
This guy can do it 
because he is Vilas.’ 

The superstar’ hasn't 
been conceived who 
would avoid exploiting 
such an advantage Still, 
for Vilas to engage in 
such gamesmanship 
seems totally alien to his 
image. ‘Guillermo used 
to be warm and 
friendly’, another player 
says, ‘Now he has a 
singlemindedness that 
wasn’t there before He 
is all business, and cold. 
I wonder if he really 
enjoys the sacrifices he 
has had to make because 
of Tiriac. To reach the 
top, he has had to 
become less human. a 
lesser person. But to 
win, he had to be.’ 

A story under Vilas’s 
byline in the Buenos 


Aires newspaper La 
Opinion last November 
had asked for Vilas's 
impressions of the 
earthquake in 
Argentina the day 
before in which some 80 


stairs and into the street 
where he had Joined his 
frightened neighbours, 
wrote; 

It [the earthquake] was 
most lamentable, but 


like a pack of cards in a 
matter of seconds. An 
earthquake belongs to 
natural law. Nature is 
irreversible just as much 
for physical and psychic 
phenomena. If 





Vilas with the men’s 
singles trophy. He won 
the French Open in 1977 


people had been killed. 
Heavy tremor s had been 
felt in parts of Buenos 
Aires. Vilas, vrho had 
been awakened from a 
sound sleep in his I7th 
floor apartment and who 
had rushed down the 



foreseeable. It's within 
the percentage of things 
which have to happen. 
Fervently, therefore, 1 
think that many times 
one feels oneself to be 
secure, and suddenly, 
one’s world faUs down 


reconstruction is 
necessary, I pledge to 
contribute my grain of 
sand, playing 
exhibitions gratis, 
always on condition that 
in the scheduling of 
them, the dates that 
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tennia leaves me free are 
taken into account. This 
for me is a sacred pledg-e 
which I pian to honour. 

Friends say the 
exhibitions were Vilas’s 
idea, the proviso .'iboui 
free time was pure 
Tiriac. 

Foi' alxiiJt a-s long' as 
there has bi'en an 
Argentina, there has 
been 

foot ball— soccer—in 
Argentina. 
Neighbouring Brazil 
has won the World Cup 
three times, and now 
Buenos Aires is 
preparing to host that 
event. There have also 
been renowned fighters 
from Argentina—Luis 
Angel Firpo, Oscar 
Bonavena. Carlos 
Monzon—but not until 
Guillermo Vilas arrived 
did sports take over in a 
big commercial way: 
T-shirts, sporting-goods 
stores, that sort of 
thing. 

For a time he and Borg 
became fast 
friends—Vilas bought 
an apartment in the 
same condominium in 
Monaco in which Borg 
lived, the two practised 
every day and they ate 
meals together. But 
Borg was on the verge of 
his engagement to 
Mariana Simioneacu, 
while Vilas was 
surveying a field of 
international wonder 
women, including a 
'Miss World Beauty’, 
32-year-old Mirta 
Massa As Borg began to 
defeat Vilas regularly 
and Tinac entered the 
picture, their friendship 
waned Yet Borg’s 
dominanc“e in their 
matches— 12 wins to 
four, lifetime- while 
attributable in part to 
his greater consistency, 
is probably as much a 


result of Vilas’s lack of a 
killer instinct against a 
friend. As Tiriac says of 
his ward, ‘This guy is 
not capable in life to kill 
a fly ’ 

Guillermo Vilas was 
not born in a 
manger-—or on a tennis 
court. Like any other 
Argentine kid, he grew 
up kicking a football. 
Vilas’s father, 
preferring that 
Guillermo play 
something more 
white-collar, took him 
into the Club Nautico 
Mar del Plata, of which 
he was the president, 
and hired a local barber 
named Felipe Locicero to 
teach him tennis. 
Locicero remembers. ‘On 
the face of the little boy 
were signs of deaf 
protest.’ But the little 
boy learned the game 
Later, when the elder 
Vilas wanted his son to 
become a lawyer, it was 
too late. Guillermo was 
hooked on tennis. He 
was playing in national 
and then international 
tournaments. And he 
was winning. In law 
school Vilas met the 
boisterous Romero, who 
came from the province 
of La Pampa. Of 
Romero, a notorious 
playboy, a friend once 
said."At2a.m ..Arturo 
is not thinking the night 
is young, but, rather, 
the nigtit is bom,’ 

The two got along 
famously—talking for 
hours over bottles of 
Sidra. Argentina’s 
apple-champagne 
drink—when Romero’s 
carousing did not 
interfere with Vilas’s 
studying. Romero 
recalls Vilas coming 
home miserable from 
class every day. ‘One 
night’, Romero says, 
’Guillermo came back to 
the room, threw down 
his books and nearly 













Whenever Viias’e name 
appeared on 
advertisements of 
tournaments, spectator) 
would throsg the venue 
to see the wonderboy 
from South America 








American who didn’t 
moan and complain at 
.line calls, didn’t 
temperamentally quit at 
the slighest hint of 
trouble, and didn’t ever 
seem to lose. 

The press did not 
kpow what to make of 
this scraggly-haired 
strongman who wore 
sash belts, POW 
bracelets and macaroni 
necklaces while quoting 
Neruda and 

Krishnamurti, whoever 
they were. 

*I am the No. 1 
sportsman in 
Argentina.' Vilas told 
everybody. ‘Of course in 
Argentina we don’t have 
many sportsmen.’ But 
the Argentine magazine 
Gen tc soon abandoned 
its cover-girl format to 
feature Vilas, and a 
taped tennis 
match—Vilas vs. Fillol— 
was shown on Buenos 
Aires television for the 
first time. 

At the end of 1074 
Vilas pulled off the upset 
of the decade when he 
won the Masters on 
grass in Melbourne, 
sometimes playing in 
125'’ heat as he ripped 
through John 
Newcombe, Onny 
Parun, Borg, Raul 
Ramirez and Nastase. In 
1975, Vilajs beat a fading 
Rod leaver at Boston by 
6-3, 6-4, after which 
Laver said, ‘I saw a great 
player out there. ’ 

His press clippings 
made Viias’e 
counti.vmen expect too 
much. Because his 
baseline game had been 
born on red dirt, he was 
vulnerable to an 
aggressive charger, and 
he was still beset by 
familial problems. Vilas 
kept winning all his 
matches—except the big 
ones. 

After his 


embarrassing loss to 
Orantes at Forest Hills 
in 1975, Vilas turned to 
Tiriac. For all his gruff 
and bluster and Count 
Dracula’s reputation, 
behind Tiriac’s hirsute 
countenance is one of 
the game’s most 
perceptive minds. Tiriac 
never got enough credit 
when he was honing 
Nastase’s brilliance into 
marketable victories and 
he finally wearied of 
Nastase’s selfishness. In 
Vilas he had a lesser 
talent but a more pliable 
student. 

It took time. ’For 
Nastase, tennis was all a 
game, all play.’ says 
Tiriac. ‘For Vilas, it is ail 
work.’ Vilas worked 
hard, four, five, six 
hours a day of running 
and exercises and 
hitting balls. ‘1 make 
him run when he is very 
tired,' says Tiriac, ’I 
make him stretch 
muscles when he is very 
cold Vilas strong? I play 
ice hockey. 1 think 1 am 
strong. If we arm 
wrestle, this guy snap 
my arm off quick. Laver 
strong? This guy snap 
Laver in two pieces. ’ 

Vilas’s strength is a 
source of wonderment to 
his fellow pros Ashe 
says he was practising 
with Tiriac and Vilas in 
Australia once and had 
to stop out of sheer 
exhaustion. ‘Guillermo 
trains like nobody I’ve 
ever seen,’ says Ashe. 
Tiriac trampolines those 
balls to the corners and 
yells, “Run, run, run”, 
and Vilas runs. He’s not 
naturally gifted, you 
know. The kid is such a 
brute, he just muscles 
his way to the ball.’ 

Finally, in 1977, came 
the breakthrough, with 
his victories in the 
French Open, the US 
Open and his Grand Prix 
records. • 













ENCOUNTER 



Monica Seles meets swimming sensation Janet Evans 
and learns that some sports pay while others don’t 



ONICA 
Seles 
showed 
the 

perfect 
timing 
that wins her lots of 
money playing tennis 
when she chose to 
switch from Superdome 
to Superdrome last 
fortnight in Australia to 
call in on Janet Evans at 
the sixthWorld 
Swimming 
Championships 

For the theme of the 
day was money, or 
lather lack of it. A day 


pass was arranged for 
the Yugoslavian tennis 
player, who was 
persuaded to accompany 
the press to the 
American team 
conference in hut SW 7. 

Seles had come to meet 
Evans, the winnei’ of 


thrci' gold medals at the 
Ol.vmpics Games in 
Seoul, and of whom she 
is a “great admirer”. On 
seeing Matt Biondi, the 
Californian who stands 
6ft 7in tall, she said "1 
wanna meet him, too." 
She did not have to wait 
long 

Biondi was asked 
whether the five gold 
medals he won at Seoul 
had helped him 


financially. He took the 
question as his cue to 
serve to Seles. “As the 
person sitting over there 
knows only too well, 
some sports attract a lot 
more money than 
others.” 

Love-15? Not so. Seles, 
in Perth for the Hopinan 
Cup, smiled knowingly 
and nodded. There 
would be no contest, no 
challenge. She even 
agreed that part of the 
vast amount she and 
others in “big-money 
sports” pay in tax could 
go towards an aid 
programme for minor 
sports which, she said. 
“are often much more 
exciting” 















For that reason, 
however, she suggested 
those sports should not 
rely on wealthy rela ives 
but find their own way 
in life by selling 
themselves rather better 
than they have done 

Biondi had already 
said as much. “I’ve done 
better than the others 
because I got out of the 
swimming market and 
into the Olympic 
market. You should not 
have to win seven 
Olympic medals to 
attract support.” 

He cited the case of 


David Berkoff, known as 
the human submarine 
for his backstroke start 
of more than 30 metres 
underwater, who owed 
$10,000 by the time he 
stopped swimming after 
winning a gold and a 
silver medal at Seoul 

“Kids finish c-ollege 
and find they have to 
freewheel it on their 
own,” Biondi said. He 
and Ins team-mate, Tom 
Jager—both are world 
record holders. Bondi at 
100 metres and Jager at 
50 metres 

freestylo -have set their 


own wheels in motion by 
starting the 
Dash-for-Cash sprint 
series in America. 

The two take on local 
sprinters with 
prize-money for victory 
and bonuses for records. 
Earnings have been 
about $12,000 a time, a 
large sum to a winner 
‘People said swimming 
is not a spectator sport," 
Biondi said. “We do not 
believe that, and at 
Nashville (place of the 
first 50-metre dash) we 
showcased our sport We 
had more than 4.2 


“As the person 
sitting over there 
(Seles) knows only 
too well, some sports 
attract a lot more 
money than 
others”—Matt 
Biondi 



million people watching 
swimming on televusion 
acro.ss America," 

Biondi knows that 
dashing for cash will not 
help the many in the 
sport who are not 
sprinters, nor most 
swimmers, who can 
peak physically only up 
to three limes a year 
Mike Barrowman, the 
American whose world 
record of 2min 11.53 sec 
at 200 metres 
breast-stroke is one of 
the most impressive in 
the record books, owes 
about $5,000 “Whenl 
get home, I’m m real 
trouble." he said. “1 can’t 
say whether I'll be 


around by Barcelona 
11992]. If things go on 
as they are. I’ll owe a 
fortune. I can’t even get 
the bus to training 
without the help of my 
parents and the bank " 

The same message 
came out of the 
Australian camp, 
although sport has 
received a 

multi-million-dollar 
injection of state money 
into all sports over the 
last two years. Glen 
Housman, the favourite 
to win the 1.500 metres 
freestyle, described his 
situation until a year 
ago as "desperate". He 
now has a private 
sponsor and is doing 
“fine” 

Among the Britons 
here, many rely on 
Sports Aid Foundation 
grants which, because of 
swimming's amateur 
rules, have to go into 
trust funds Karen 
Pickering. of 1 pswich, 
had “just a pound left" 
before leaving for Perth 
on December 16. 

Evans does well by 
swimming standards 
with a $20,000 college 
scholarship and private 
sponsorship, with the 
promise of much more 
on retirement She could 
have had much moie 
now but for what Biondi 
described as ‘a big | 

bureaucracy in which all 
want progress but no 
one wants any damn 
change”. 

In Au.stralia, at least, 
bureaucracy seems to 
count for little, or 
perhaps money does talk 
after all. As people 
without passes were met 
by unsympattifcic barrier 
attendants, Seles drifted 
in, flattered Evans, 
agreed to come and 
watch her race and 
drifted out with a smile 

I 

Craig Lord, Perth 

Courtesy The Times London j 
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ALL IN THE GAME 



Among Minors 

T his one is about athletics who judge their 
age. Like that bearded guy on TV you saw 
competing in the sub junior section. 

Rarely are they detected and action taken 
against them. At Thane, in the junior national 
athletics meet Ahmednagar’s Bhushan Gavli 
tronsgrressed the stipulated age limit, when he 
came second in the long jump, in the boys’ 
Under-12 section. 

Gavli’s joy was, however, shortlived when he 
was detected to be overage by a certain Dr. 
Pramod Kolge. Dr. Kolge, who X-rayed Gavli 
(sport in India is going hi-tech) found that the 
boy was definitely 15 years or over. Said Dr 
Kolge,“The X-ray of the left elbow (AP lateral) 
and the palm showed that he was over 15." He 
supported his claims with some real confusing 
biological fundamentals; "His pisiform bone 
which appears at the age of 11 and fuses 
between the age of 15-18 was already fused. 
Also the external epicondyle and the internal 
epicondyle appeared to be fused.” 

The AAFl too had caught many athletes 
cheating in similar ways at the national 
championships, but they were let off easily, a 
few even donning Indian colours. 

Is the state goveriunent determined to check 
serious cheating? Or is the complicated 
procedure of detection putting them off. 


Chess And Soccer H 


Widening The Discussion 

W E never run short of praple who try to 
change existing sporting norms, rules 
and regulations and put forward 
ridiculous recommendations of their own. The 
controversy over the widening of football 
goalposts stUl rages and will take some time to 
die down. 

A certain Mr. James Metiyard of London has 
now come up with a novel idea of putting the 
stalemate over draws in chess, to an end. To 
add strength to his argument he has cited 
FIFA’s idea to widen the goalposts so that more 
goals can be scored. Metiyard forwards the 
idea that the chess board could be redesigned 
with 10 horizontal squares replacing the 
original eight. That way, more wins could be 
attained. 

Is the World Chess Federation listening'* 


Female Fears 


Of Male Locker Rooms 


team. She had gone 
there to do a story. 
The theme; locker 
room goings on. 

A harassed Lisa, 
subjected to 
tremendous 
embairassment took 
the players to court. 
After much 
negotiation—in and 
out of court—a 
settlement was 
reached upon 
whereby the National 
Football League had 
to shell out $22,500 
The Patriots had to 
shell out another 
$25,000 for 
"instructional 
materials on 
responaihle dealings 
with the media.” 

Interestingly, 
before the Incident 
the Patriots had 
played who games 
andlostone. Tbw 
poet Olsen fiasco 
recmrd is nlnedefi^Sts 
andnowdns. 



E ver heard of 
female reporters 
entering male 
locker rooms? In 
America, yes—female 
journalists are given 
the same privUeges as 
their male 
counterparts—but 
sometimes American 
football players 
demonstrate that 
they are not very 
happy about it. 

Lic»01sen,a 
reporter for the 
Boston Herald was 
harassed in the locketr 
room by four or five 
players of the New 
England Patriots, an 
American football 














S TABl^INO this 
wash, we are going 
to antsitiee ft katar-> 
|)laazi<ftano-iQ2i^—S' 
'^'>0 that you -oaa flunflia- 
riae youra^ with 
Starting from the 
mokaio poeiUcai, odocm- 
trate jour mind hilly 
while relaxing the body 
for the movements 
ahead, Then» moving 
your Ihet elmoet dboul- 
der<vddth apart, go into 


THE POWER OF THE EMPTY HAND 


Trtm. here, move your 
left leg out and turn 00° 
to your imt and go into 
the tm-kutBU’ddehi 
etanoe while performing 
a gidan-imrai with the 
1|^ Imnd. Ihen, step- 


idng' 'forwm^" 'ad%' 
right leg, thnmr a mid* 
die pumdi with the right 
hand even isyou go 




The 3rd All India Full 
Contact Karate 
Tournament for the Oyama 
Cup will be held on 19/1 /91 
attheNetaji.Indoor 
Stadium, Catoutta. Gracing 
the occasion will be the 
Grand Master of 
Kyokushinkaikan karate 
Masutatsu Oyama as well 
as a team from Japan 
consisting of shihan Kaoru 
Takagi, sempal Akira 
Masuda, sempai Kenii 
Midori and sempai Sinchin 
Sotodate 


Relax In mokso 


Get ready In yoi 


' I 








%■ . 
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Turn left 90' and pertorm lower blodi with left hand Step forward with right leg and throw middle punch 
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Jeff Crow/Spofts File 


P erhaps 
A ndre 
Agrassi will 
make an 
appearance 
at 

Wimbledon next year. 
Perhaps he will not. It is 
difficult to predict what 
Agassi will do next, 
though the strong 
probability is that 
whatever Agassi does 
next is likely to irritate 
somebody, somewhere. 

“Agassi is di^erent; 
and thank Ood that he is 


different,” Boris Becker 
has said, pointing out, 
for those who cannot see 
it for themselves, that 
tennis, in common with 
all professional 
entertainment, requires 
a varied cast of 
personal! ties,light and 
shade, in order to 
flourish. 

The popular image of 
Agassi as a John 
McEnroe without the 
talent is a false one. 
Aside from such 
unsavoury incidents as 


spitting in the direction 
of an umpire at the 
United States Open last 
year, and using swear 
words beneath his 
breath, Agassi is small 
time in the league of 
tantrums. While it is 
true that he does not 
have McEnroe’s touch 
with a racket, that 
probably could be said of 
every player who ever 
lived. But Agassi can 
play, and he is also 
something of a 
maverick. 


Agassi is flash; some 
would say superficial. A 
glance at his 
day-glo tights is 
sufficient to confirm 
that he intends to be 
noticed and that Las 
Vegas is a suitable home 
town. He also has 
cheeky features, almost 
cherubic when 
cleanshaven, which can 
be moulded into 
expressions of 
innocence when he 
describes the custodians 
of the sport as “bozos” or 





Jaft Crow/Spoits Fila 


Polite and 
personable, Pete 
Sampras, quickly 
discovered after 


advises them what they 
can do with tlieir $6in 
Grand Slam Cup. 

It has been suggested 
that Ag^uei and his 
packaging is a reflection 
of what professional 
tennis has become, with 
its inflated prizes and 
self-centred 
practitioners. There 
may be a degree of truth 
in this, though it seems 
pointless to pillory a 
court jester while 
leaving the rulers of the 
kingdom to tut-tut in 


the wing^ as if none of it 
was their responsibility. 

The big mistake would 
be to take Agassi out of 
context and invest him 
with too much 
importance. Although 
fresh enough to cut 
through jaded 
opposition tc win the 
ATP Tour World 
Championship in 
Frankfurt, he has yet to 
win a Grand Slam 
championship, losing in 
the finals of the French 
Open and the United 


States Open this year. 
Perhaps 1991 will be his 
year. Perhaps not. He 
has desigpiated 1992 as 
the year of the big 
breakthrough, 
reasorung that by then 
he will have developed 
the strength and 
experience to make a 
Islling impact. 

Already there are 
signs of a heftier serve 
and greater control in 
his powerful forehand 
shots. Although dressed 
for pantomime, Agassi 


becoming the 
youngest male to win 
the US Open, that he 
did not enjoy 
carrying the excess 
baggage of fame 


has considerably 
reduced the 
shownumship that cost 
him points through lack 
of concentration on 
what really matters on 
court. In time he may 
even de^ to play in the 




four Grand Slams, not 
Just two, maturing into 
a player who 
acknowledges that all 
the world's a stage. 

Tennis ought to have 
learned to cope with 
types, realising that one 
Nastaee. one Connors, 
one McEnroe, one 
Agassi and. indeed one 
Goran Ivanisevic, is not 
only acceptable but also 
good box office. 

Ivanisevic, the tall, 
talented left-hander 
from Y ugoslavia, is 
Europe's best hope of 
extending the era of 
success in the men’s 
game achieved by Bjorn 
Borg, Ivan Lendl, Mats 
Wilander, Boris Becker 
and Stefan Edberg. The 
problem with Ivanisevic 
is that, unlike the 
aforementioned, he has 
not yet discovered how 
to control his power and 
his temper, and how to 
keep his concentration 
through the various 
phases of a match, when 
a change of tempo can 
unhinge the unwary. 
Otherwise he, not 
Becker, could have 
emerged to contest this 
year's Wimbledon final 
with Edberg. 

Tlie Americans, who 
only a few years ago 
were beginning to 
despair at the thought of 
life without Connors and 
McEnroe, in terms of 
performance if not 
personality, are 
rejuvenated, and not 
only because they have 
regained possession of 
the Davis Cup Settmg 
aside Agassi, as some 
would like to do. Pete 
Sampras, 19, and 
Michael Chang, 18. have 
each won a Grand Siam 
singles championship in 
the past two years, and 
David Wheaton, 21, has 
the potential to join 


them. 

Sampras, whose 
servo-and-volley style is 
tailored for the 
Wimbledon lawns, has 
reached a critical stage 
of his career. Polite and 
personable, he quickly 



discovered after 
becoming the youngest 
male to win the United 
States Open that he did 
not eiijoy carrying the 
excess baggage of fame. 
Although the major 
performers employ 


ini 




people to assist with this 
burden, crucial 
decisions still have to be 
made, based on sound 
advice. Playing 
tournaments when 
injured is not a smart 
move, nor is it 









necessarily 
advantageous to chop 
and change coaches. 

The most encouraging 
aspect of a sport riven by 
politics on the men’s side 
of affairs is the 
replenishment of the 


women’s game. 
Dominated for so long 
by two players. Chris 
Evert and Martina 
Navratilova, and then 
seeming to be on the 
point of a take-over by 
one, Steffi Graf, a bevy 


r 




w 


vx. 




.. .Agassi is small time in the league of 
tantrums. While it is true that he does not 
have McEnroe’s touch with the racket, 
that probably could be said of every player 
who ever lived. But Agassi can play... 


Monica Seles, 17, 
and Jennifer 
Capriati, 14, could 
delight crowds for 
years to come, and 
Gabriela Sabatini, 
20, now that she has 
given an attacking 
dimension to her 
game 


of young talent has 
emerged to give depth to 
major tournaments and 
to promise a lively 
future. 

Monica Seles, 17, and 
Jennifer Capriati, 14, 
could delight crowds for 
years to come, and 
Gabriela Sat>atini. now 
that she has given an 
attacking dimension to 
her game, has ample 
time, at 20, to add to the 
United States Open title 
she won in September. 
Not one of these players 
wears day-glotights. 

John Roberts 










A SWAN SONG 
FORSHR.TON 


T hey turned out in force at 
wintery White Hart Lane to 
honour England’s 
record-breaking goalkeeper. 
The players, that is 
The public, not unreasonably, 
took the view that Peter Shilton 
has earned enough in 20 years as 
one of the game’s best-paid 
professionals not to need the £15 
demanded for the dubious 
privilege of watching 
international performers of 
varying vintage mn through 
their party pieces in this 
half-paced pantomime. 


Shilton’s testimonial committee 
had wanted Wembley for the 
game. They should be grateful 
permission was not forthcoming. 
Twelve thousand souls dotted 
around the famous old stadium he 
came to know so well would have 
been more embarrassing for the 
great man than the six goals 
Chelsea put past him. 

This premature swan 
song—Shilton will play on for at 
least two more years—took the 
form of a low-key exhibition. The 
word match is a misnomer when 
tackling is non-existent. 


After 125 appearances for his 
country few would begrudge this 
master craftsman an emotional 
farewell, but what was wrong 
with the World Cup? Shilton 
deserved to be remembered on the 
grand stage, not at the centre of 
some tawdry who-cares-who-wins 
sideshow. 

In terms of atmosphere it made 
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Kenilworth Road seem like the 
San Siro. The players never got 
out of shuffling gear, but then it 
was all about pounds rather than 
passion, and no one was going to 
risk injury on an expenses-only 
basis. 

Bobby Moore named among the 
England substitutes, preferred a 
seat in the press box to one on the 



bench. He was never a bad judge, 
old Mooro. 

George Courtney, in 
leiissez-fairti mood, refused an 
obvious penalty when Michel 
Platini pushed Paul Gascoigne off 
the ball, but insisted on a 
modicum of seriousness when 
Kent Nielsen flattened David 
Platt, and Gary Lineker beat 


Even though the sinews 
are rusty and the joints 
creak, the very presence 
of superstars like 
Osvaldo Ardiles (left) and 
Michel Platini (above) 
was enough to make the 
occasion special. Adding 
his youthful flair was 
Carlos Valderrama (far 
left) and it all left the 
beneficiary Peter Shilton 
(top, left) a little 
emotional 

PHOTOOHAt-HS COLOHSPORT 


Thomais N’Kono from the spot as 
emphatically as he had to spare 
England's blushes against 
Cameroon six months ago 

Terry Butcher, misplacing a 
back pass, allowed the beneficiary 
to display an ability beyond many 
men half his age in saving at 
Roger Milla’s feet. 

Milla, king of the road in Italy, 
looks to be nearing the end of it in 
his 39th year, and there was no 
sign of the spectacular finishing 
which illuminated the World Cup. 
He lasted 45 minutes before 
giving way to a wrinkly of similar 
vintage, Ossie Ardiles 

Even GazKa was s victim of the 
ennui, for once leaving the tricks 
to others, with the notable 
exception of a typical l.y audacious 
goal. 

The inevitable welter of I 

substitutes saw Kevin Keegan 
take the field alter 72 minutes, 
with the self-deprecating aside. 
“Bring on the midgets”. He scored 
immediately with a diving header. 
It was that sort of game 
Jm Lovajoy 
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In one of the most intriguing and exciting World 
Championship duels, Gary Kasparov overwhelms 
Anatoly Karpov once again 











Garry Kasparov; 
looking beyond 
; chess 




E very ah needs a Frazier, 
every Navratilova, an 
Evert, every sport a 
rivalry. It is, quite 
simply, the very essence 
of sport. It gives a sport 
life, character, intensity. And in 
Lyons, France, in the last weeks of 
1090, the world witnessed what 
may be the end, of one of the 
greatest rivalries any sport has 
ever offered, 

Kasparov versus Karpov. 

Garry Kasparov, 27, has 
dominated world chess in the 
same flamboyant way Ali 
dominated boxing. He finally 
defeated his great rival Anatoly 
Karpov, 40, by the minimum 
possible margin, 4-3 with 17 
draws, in their fifth world title 
match in the last seven years. 

Seldom, if ever, have two men so 
openly detested each other 
without recourse to homicide. But 
then they have been trying “to kill 
each other" on those 64 black and 
white squares for something like 
700 hours and 144 championship 
games. 

Kasparov, a Jewish Armenian 
anti-oommunist refusnlk from 
Baku, Azerbaldjan derides Karpov 
dramatically; “A creature of 



darkness, something evil and 
alien”. Karpov, a communist 
deputy in the Supreme Soviet, and 
holder of the Order of Lenin, 
reacts more restrainedly,"! think I 
should invite him into the law 
courts”. 

Both have spent the best years 
of their lives trying to defeat the 
other so drastically that he gives 
up playing. For every one of those 
700 odd hours spent playing for 
high stakes, they have spent 
something like five or six, 
cloistered in their respective 
hideouts with, their seconds 
probing each other’s weaknesses. 

They have both hired top class 
Grandmasters, psychologists and 
para psychologists. There have 
been bizarre rumours that Karpov 
uses amphetamines and Kasparov 
has an Oedipal complex. Set onds 
have switched camps and 
apartments have supposedly beein 
bugged. 

Now Kasparov leads their 
"lifetime match” 23-s.O with over a 
hundred draws. Decisive yes, 
though hardly drastic. But this 
was probably the last chance for 
Karpov to win back the world title 
he held with stich distinction from 
*76 to’86. 


By the time the next title match 
comes around in ’93 he will be 43 
and younger men such as Gelfand 
(22), Ivanchuk (21) and Anand 
(21) may well have overtaken him. 
He will have a hard fight to 
qualify as the challenger and 
Kasparov will still be in his prime. 

Karpov was slated to lose this 
match by a three or four game 
margin according to experts. In 
the event he played wonderfuhy to 
improve his rating in defeat. 
Karpov, in fact, has played better 
since losing the world title in ‘85 
than he ever did as champion. 

He was the moral victor of the 
first half of the match in New 
York’s Hudson Bay Theater. 
Though they came to Lyons. 
France, tied 1-1 with ten draws, 
Karpov could well have been two 
or three games up at that stage. 

Kasparov's increasing political 
activism and his displacement as a 
result of the anti Armenian riots 
in January ’90, may have 
distracted him. But in Lyons he 
singlemindedly played as only he 
can play. 

Though the match was played 
out in oidler to divide the $3 
million prize money, in effect 
Kasparov retained the title with 


















two grames to spare. He could also 
have won by a larger margin but 
the motivation in the last two 
games was clearly lacking. 

Game 13 featured Kasparov 
using the Grunfeld Defence, as he 
often does and Karpov reacting 
with a pet exchange variation The 
game was drawn without much of 
a struggle. 

Game 14 featured Kasparov 
sticking to the King Pawn 
Opening that he had prepared for 
this match with white. Many 
spieculations had been made about 
the possibility of his switching 


Game 16 was a monster, the 
longest ever between these two. 
Kasparov got a great advantage 
out of the Scotch but Karpov put 
up a superb defence. Kasparov 
finally won after 104 moves when 
he worked up a mating attack in 
the endgame with rook versus 
knight and opposite coloured 
bishops. This game is one of the 
all time classics from both the 
technical and sporting points of 
view and Kasparov went ahead 
2 - 1 . 

Game 17 featured a comeback 
by Karpov. He finally cracked the 


After this, Karpov was 
shellshocked and certainly in a 
difhcult situation in the 19th 
game. Kasparov got sui edge after 
switching to the Kings Indian 
Defence and he offered the draw in 
a superior position because he did 
not want to take any risks. 

By game 20 the Catch-22 factor 
applied for the challenger. He had 
to win the match while the 
champion only had to draw. So 
Karpov had to win at least two 
games now. That prompted him to 
take risks with black, something 
he will not normally do. 



back to the Queen Pawn with 
which he is generally supposed to 
be more happy. 

He played the Antique Scotch 
Opening that has not been 
employed at this level for a 
century Karpov equalised easily 
and held the draw. 

Game 1.5 featured another 
Grunfeld and this time everybody 
felt Karpov had an obvious 
advantage but. he faded to 
translate it into victory. The 
computer Mephisto found a 
strong line for white on move 26, 
something both GMs had missed 
in the match. As Spassky said 
"Bravo" 


Grunfeld Defence and won very 
easily to equalise 2-2 Obviously 
the challenger was still alive and 
kicking. 

Game 18 was the game which 
probably proved the psychological 
turning point. Karpov played his 
favourite closed defence to the 
Ruy Lopez Opening and he came 
prepar^ with a good new move. 
Trapped on the board Kasparov 
played by sense of smell and won a 
fantastic game after conceding 
the advantage of two bishops for 
two knights in an open position. 
Paradoxically the knights proved 
superior this time and the 
champion went ahead 3-2. 


KASPAROV ON 


f: ; iir 


**116 does not care by 
wbat margin he loses. He 
will take what risks he 
needs to win** 


KARPOV ON 
KASPAROV 

"He is a very deep 
psychologist despite his 
youth** 


However, now, Kasparov was 
up 4-2 and he had won his last 
three games with white. Karpov 
was in the near impossible 
position of needing three wins 
from the last four. 

He tried for 86 moves in a 
slightly superior position in the 
21st. Kasparov had not quite 
managed to equalise from a Kings 
Indian, but he held the draw with 
strong defensive play. 

The match was effectively over 
at this stage with Kasparov 
.leeding just a draw and having 
two whites to come. Karpov made 
a violent double pawn sacrifice in 
the 22nd with yet another new 
line in the Zaitsev, Kasparov 
countered by sacrificing a piece to 
deliver perpetual check, and drew 
the game to retain his title. 

He states that “I was very 
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nervous, whether to play to win or 
just draw. However I played like a 
very good professional”. The 22nd 
in fact saw roles reversed with 
Karpov playing like Kasparov and 
vice versa. 

The match was effectively over 
but there was still pride, honour 
and $ 400,000 at stake. In case of 
a tie the prize money would be 
split, otherwise Kasparov would 
get $ 1.7 million. 

The champion retaining his title 
despite the challenger having the 
same points has always been a 
controversial rule. Several GMs 
including both Kasparov and 
Karpov have called the law 
ridiculous. Every world champion 
since Botvinnik 1950 has gained 
from this proviso and Kasparov 
who 18 Botvinnik's pupil retained 
the title in Seveille '87 precisely 
because it existed 

Even here he gained invisibly 
because of it Karpov would not 
have had to take such despei-ate 
risks if this iaw had not existed 

However there was a letdown m 
game 23. Kasparov was thrashed 
in the Kings Indian Defence. But 
he certainly was not trying loo 
hard This was an unfamiliar 
situation for both pla.yers Their 
title matches had invariably been 
wide open till the final game in the 
past 4 encounters 

Game 24 confirmed doubts 
about Kasparov’s motivation. He 
got an advantage in the Ruy Lopez 
and offered a draw in a winning 
position In effect he was letiing 
Karpiov off, and just playing to 
ensure the lions share of the prizo 
money. 

In addition to the cash, the 
world champion was given a 
diamond studded trophy valued at 
$1 million. He promptly said he 
would auction ;t and donate the 
proceeds to the Armemans 
community that has suffered such 
grievious losses in the Baku riots 

Where will he go from here? 

Well politics is the answer 
Kasparov intends to stand for 
parliament as an anti Gorbachev 
candidate. Winning this match 
was politically vital to him, for it 
gives him great leverage and 
prestige. 

BY DEVANBSHU DUHA 




‘My win was important, because it meant 
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William Rhodes; Pundits 
have suggested that this 
championship duel 
between Anatoly Karpov 
and you was the most 
nerve-racking experience 
you ever faced in your life. 
There was too much at 
stake for you...all that you 
are today. ..all that you have 
achieved so far...all the 
influence that you now have 
on mankind...could you tell 
us how you reacted to this 
pressure psychologically? 
Garry Kasparov; Yes, 
there was a tremendous 
undercurrent of emotion 
involved in this game. 
Because 1 knew if I lose, 

I lose the result of my 
lifelong struggle and 
hard work. 1 lose my 
status as an individual 
who cast tremendous 
influence on an entire 
generation. You know 
my victories and my 
World Champion title 
has enabled me to be 
influential in areas 


...THE 

VICTORY OF 




Boris Spassky: 
obscurity 
syndrome 

other than sport, my 
contribution has been 
organising Soviet chess 
players under one single 
identity. I have also been 
able to unite sportsmen 
in other games. And, 
most important of all, I 
knew for certain that my 
loss to Karpov—about 
whom I have still not 
changed my 
attitude—would be 
interpreted as a loss for 
democracy in its 
struggle against 
communism. So, 1 was 
quite emotionally 
involved in this match. 
Isn't having so much 
pressure on your mind a 
little inconvenient and 
doesn’t it make you 
psychologically weak? 
Tense? Nervous? Prone to 
error? 

Oh yes, it does. I 
commited a lot of errors 
in this battle. I, in fact, 
sometimes wonder how I 
could really make those 





Garry Kasparov 


stupid mistakes. It was 
absolutely unlike me. 
Afterwards, when I 
could not figure out any 
other reason. 1 slowly 
began to realise, it was 
just the tension, the 
pressure on my mind. 
Winning had never 
before been so important 
to me.. .and when you 
play with that kind of 
mentality, you suffer. 
You may win in the end, 
but the pain that you 
suffer is excruciating. 
And so close you get to 


There was a 
tremendous 
undercurrent of 
emotion involved 
in this 

game...Because I 
knew my loss 
would be 
interpreted os o 
loss for 

democracy in its 
struggle against 


the edge of ruin, before 
reverting back to 
victory, it’s incredible! 

What cki you think was the 
attitude of your opponent 
towards this match? 
Sometimes it seems he is 
almost reconciled to his 
status as the number two... 
Oh, no. That’s not true. 
He is a quiet man, but he 
is flercely ambitioios. If 
you got this impression 
that he has accepted my 
supremacy, you were 
wrong. He is a 
volcano... a dormant 
one—calm outside, but 
fire within. Now he is 
very keen to be the best 
player ever. Maybe, 
that’s why he also was 
imder a lot of pressure, 
and became error-prone. 
But former champion Boris 
Spassky has alleged that 
Karpov and you must have 
prearranged some matches, 
especial^ the draw In game 
19? That certainly could not 
have been done by two men 





Winning had 
never been so 
important to 
me...and when 
you play with that 
kind of mentality, 
you suffer. You 
may win in the 
end, but the pain 
that you suffer is 
excruciating... 


who had so much at stake, 
who were so keen to win... 

Well, Boris Spassky is 
suffering from what we 
can describe as 
obscurity syndrome. It 
often happens to 
forgotten champions, 
and they start making 
such silly, nonsensical 
allegations. Their aim: 
prominence, a little 
more attention from the 
public, to their stale, 
quiet life of loneliness. I 
can give you a classic 
example. When I was 
younger in the Seventies 
and the Spassky-Fischer 
match was the hottest 
topic of debate in the 
whole of Soviet Union, 
Botwinnik often said 
that Spassky sold the 
match to Fischer; that 
Spassky lost the World 
Championship because 
he was bribed by 
Fischer. He was saying 
because of a disease that 
infects some ex-world 
champions. Botwinnik 
was feeling pushed 
aside. He was suHering 
fSrom feeling 
Unimportant, outside 
the spotlight. And he 
was also jealous about 
the money that Fischer 
and Spassky earned. In 
Botwhmik’s time, no one 
used to get that kind of 
cash. This time I think, 
Spassky was 
simply doing a 
Botwinnik. 

BY WHlUm RHODES 
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Ashes.. 


...Australia is best. Having 
won the coveted urn in 
England two years ago, 
they retained it when the 
third Test at Sydney ended 
in a draw 



Greg Matthews’ batting practice paid off when 
he launched Into the English attack and 
helped himself to 128 runs 


David Gower acknowledges the applause for 
his hundred...but it went in vain. With three 
cerrturles from his last four Tests, Gower is 
the man to watch 









The two men who were the undoing of all England’s hopes. Terry Alderman, that killer 
with a smile, kept the English batsmen pinned down with his unerring accuracy 
(above) while a refuvenated Bruce Reid varied his line and length intelligently to rake In 

the wickets (below) 


PHOTOGRAPHS: PATRICK EAGAR 











FOCUS! 


^ GET BAC K ^ 


1991 will witness three important sporting comebacks. 
Bjorn Borg, Buster Douglas and Ben Johnson. After 
serving out their terms in the wilderness, will they last the 

pressure? 


r-« 








By what perimeter or level of margin do we gauge a 
sporting comeback? According to the average-—even 
passionate-^follower of sport, comebacks are 
asswiated with people who went out prematurely. 
Not with the satisfaction of having achieved all their 
goals People with something to prove. 

What happens if these erstwhile champions decide 
to make a comeback... To resurrect their careers? 
Will they last the pressure? 

The topic itself should make for interesting 
debate 


B jorn BORG is a very nice 
man and I wish him all the 
best. The problem is, 
however, that he hasn’t 
been around for eight years 
so I don’t see how he can 
compete on a respectable level. I would be very 
surprised if he could break into the top levels of 
men's tennis. He may be able to play the occasional 
really competitive match but not on a consistent 
level...” 

These are the words of Ivan Lendl who fimshed 
1990 ranked No. 3 on the ATP computer. Lendl by 
this statement has managed to put the wisdom 
attached to Bjorn Borg’s comeback into its proper 
perspective. 

Eight years ago, at the age of 26, a cold, 
unsmiling, ruthlessly efficient tennis machine by 
the name of Bjorn Borg quit the tennis circuit. 

Today at the age of 34, he is coming back. Is it a 
hunge^r for more titles (he has 65), or the ignominy 
of financial collapse? Either way there are mixed 
reactions to this move; the fans are purring in 
anticipation, while the top players in the circuit are 
question] ug the validity of his decision, which, by 
too many sUindards, appears ridiculous. John 
McEnroe, for example, after taking off twice for six 
months, could never again find a formidable 
foothold in the circuit, except for the rare occasions 
when he found sporadic bursts of his own brilliance. 
As Stefan Bdberg. current world No. 1 said, “I find it 
difficult to get into my groove even if 1 take a two 
week break." 















Borg in his heyday won Uve succeseive 
Wknbledon titles and six French Open trophies. He 
now has to cope with the irony of liis comeback by 
asking for a wild card entry into several of this 
year’s ATP tournaments. Moreover, it seems as 
though Borg has failed to comprehend the drastic 
evolution that the game has undergone since the 
time he quit. He is returning armed with a 
prehistoric weapon: a wooden racket! This, in sharp 
contrast to one of those lethal graphite contraptions 
that are now universally used in the professional 
circuit. 

Ivan Lendl, who dabbles in this new kind of 
armament himself is nonplussed by the audacity of 
Borg’s move, explaining that; “I wonder if he could 
«ven find a suitable manufacturer now. I’m not sure 



anyone makes them (wooden rackets) anymore. It 
would surely be tremendously expensive to bring 
them back into production.” 

But not all touring pros are trashing Borg’s 
decision to return. There are a few who are keen to 
give him a chance. Like Jonas Svensson, afellow 
Swede. Svensson said that Borg looked to be in great 
shape and very much wanted to be part of big-time 
tennis. “I don’t think he would be contemplating 
this if he wasn’t hungry.” Yet Svensson added a note 
of caution, saying, “But the 800th player of the 
world cn.n look good when you’re hitting. Actually 
playing matches is very different.” 

Which brings us to the financial factor. Is Borg 
coming back for the money? Many believe that he 
has forced himself back, because of his fast 
dwindling wealth. Tax demands, an expensive 
divorce settlement and the collapse of his fashion 
empire with an expensive lawsuit to boot, have eaten 
into his $ 50 million fortune. 

Eight years ago, so intense was his dislike for the 
game when he retired that he made no bones about 
stating it during his farewell speech. “I am 
nauseated by tennis,” he had said. Today he says 
just the opposite, “Tennis is beautiful.” Those who 
have seen Borg lately say that he has changed a 


Borg has failed to comprehend the 
drastic evolution that the game has 
undergone since the time he quit. He is 
returning armed with a prehistoric 
weapon: a wooden racket! This is in 
sharp contrast to one of those lethal 
grapnite contraptions that are now 
universally used 


great deal since his playing days. He is fresh and 
cheerful and no longer the saturnine, humourless 
yet revered tennis machine of the 1970s. 

He has been griven a fresh lease of life by his 
previous agents, the International Management 
group, with whom he has signed up again But one 
stubborn reality remains, at 34. with a wooden 
racket, does the Swede really believe he can contend 
with a 120 mph. Becker serve His racket may be 
reduced to splintered firewood. And his legend to 
pulp. 

Borg is not the only isolated case of athletes 
attempting comebacks in 1891. Adding strength to 
this debate Mdll be James ‘Buster’ Douglas and Ben 
Johnson. 

Jamas ‘Buster’ Douglas is a broken man. Both in 
body and spirit. The town that accorded him a hero’s 
welcome after he beat Mike Tyson, today despises 
him. He is branded a quitter. In fact, public opinion 
has turned so unfavourably against him, that 
Douglas has announced a return to the ring. It is a 
last ditch effort to salvage some pride. Douglas is 












Is Ben Johnson a gullible young man? 
Evidences suggest that he is. Neither a 
comfortable conversationalist nor an 
intelligent one, his former coach 
Charlie Francis once said, “If Ben had 
not been a successful athlete, he would 
have been a bum.” 


going tx> try and make his fans forget the words of 
referee Mills Lane, who commented after the fight 
with Evander Holyfield that, “He (Douglas) could 
have got up ” The mark of a loser. 

The Douglas that fought against Holyfield was 
not the same fighter the world had seen against 
Tyson in Tokyo. Douglas then, weighed in at a trim 
107 kg. And he was good. In sharp contrast, against 
Holyfield, he looked as if he had climbed out of a 
bottle of jelly, wobbUng and shaking all over. His 
weight haul ballooned to an enormous 119 kg 
prompting comedians to joke that there were more 


sightings of Elvis Presley in fight gyms. That was 
on the professional front. On the personal front he 
was embroiled in litigations with Don King. By the 
time D-Day strived, Douglas was an embarrassing 
122 kg, his lack of commitment obvious. 

It is presumed that Douglas has around $ 7 
million to sustain him. The tax-man took away 
one-third of his $ 24.1 million purse. King took his 
cut and Johnson his. A further 15 percent went to 
his under-employed tramers. Today when Douglas 
returns, he will be earning peanuts, a result of his 
lack of commitment. Nobody wants to touch him. 

But it isn’t money that is prompting a comeback. 
He has plenty of it. According to Larry Nallie, his 
close friend and business manager, “What Buster 
really seeks is forgiveness for treating the title so 
hghtly.” 

Ben Johnson is seeking forgiveness too auid would 
have already run his first comeback race by now 
C while we are going to press). Appropriately at an 
indoor meeting at Hamilton, Ontario. 

Branded as the most famous sporting cheat. 









Johnson’s return will generate as much media hvpe 
and interest as his disqualification in Seoul. Is Ben 
Johnson a gullible young man? Evidence suggests 
that he is. Neither a comfortable conversationalist 
nor an intelligent one, his former coach Charlie 
Francis once said. “If Ben had not been a successful 
athlete, he would’ve been a bum." 

Johnson’s comeback timings are now being 
carefully raomtored. Ilis new camp says that his 
return will be just as explosive as his past. Loren 
Seagrave, his new coach, claims, “Johnson is 
running training times as fast as those he ran two 
years ago.” 

But Johnson’s comeback to the track is not going 
to be as smooth as sceptics are claiming it to be. The 
face of athletics, as in other sports, has been 
changed by acute professionalism. Today it is 
unthinkable for a sprinter to return to top flight 
competition at the age of 39. Johnson, however, 
insists he will overcome all problems, saying, “They 
don’t know who they’re dealing with. Til fight back, 
age doesn’t matter. Thirty years old is perfect for a 
sprinter. I’m very confident about mahdng a 


It is presumed that Douglas has around 
$ 7 million to sustain him. The tax-man 
took away one-third of his $ 24.1 
million purse. Today when Douglas 
returns, he will be earning peanuts, a 
result of his lack of commitment. 
Nobody wants to touch him. 


successful comeback. ” 

There are those who think that Johnson is still 
doing drugs. Johnson claims that it is because of 
increased weight training. But those who want to, 
will always view Johnson as the ‘Olympic cheat’ who 
benefited from having taken drugs. 

The comeback clock has begun ticking. And these 
three men could fast be running out of time. One, an 
almost penniless champion. The second, a 
condemned loser. The third, an unforgivable cheat. 
Perhaps 1991 will be the year of their dreams and 
not unending despair • 











FEDERATION CUP FOOTBALL 


It’s Kerala 
Police Again 


A ihfK k cif t< .it 
jnflK ltd bv till 
dou(/t>t> J( 1 lt,air 
111 t hi nut lal 

flush I Hnifitc liscfinsto 
hd\( btinjustthf vital 
tonir lot dtfrndmg 
I hdiiipioria Kpidld,Police 
toboiiiKi bdtkwith 
rent V pd \ ip-oui Iii 
>-pef Id^ ulai (d&hion they 


this season In tact 
going by statistics 
alone Mahmdras had d 
dream lun finishing 
runners-up in the 
Durand and Rovers Cup 
as well as winning an 
invitational toui nament 
at Mysore 

How did Kerala Polic e 
sue (eed*^ Pitted against 


side looked worn out 
fatigued after the hectic 
schedules hit by 
injuries and 
absenteeism 
In a way even tin 
home advantage the 
cops from Kerala 
enjoyed was not enough 
to ensure an easy win 
against the Calc utta 


Bcoied the fust goal but 
also did the spadework 
for the second 
Intel estingly the 
Champion Club of India 
had beaten East Bengal 
last year at Thnsscxir by 
an identical maigm 
Mohun Bagan was 
next The bubbling 
confidenc e and the 



heat Bombay s 
Mahiiidi.is to retain llu 
IStli edition of the 
KedciationC up played 
at theflcxxilit Jawahai 
Municipal Stadium 
Kannui (Cannaiioie) 
Mahindias however 
deserve credit for their 
brilliant performance* 


Kerala Police receiving 
the Federation Cup from 
Chief Minister Nayannar 

Last Bengal Mohun 
Bagan and Balgaocar in 
the quarterfinal group 
league the first test 
(amc against triple 
Clown winners East 
Bengal But the Calcutta 


giants They played 
hard and within eight 
minutes scored twice 
In spite of East Bengal s 
Bikash Panji managing 
to salvage some of the 
eroding image, 
Pappachan was 
definitely the man of the 
match He not only 


I cohesiveness put into 
the game by Kerala 
Police did not make a 
dent and they had to 
settle loi a goalless 
draw In the meantime 
Salgaocar winners of 
the Federation Cup 
twice played for a 1-1 
draw against Bagan and 







JCT versus Kerala Police 
in the semi-final. The 
Phagwara team lost in 
the penalty shootout 

a ffoalless draw against 
East Bengal. The prime 
question was; who 
would qualify for the 
second semi-final berth 
from the group, Bagan 
or Salgaocar? 

East Bengal managed 
only a draw against 
Bagan and went out of 
cxmtention . a pathetic 
performance tetter- 
forgotten Bagansluck 
balanced precariously 
foi- a semi-final tei th 
because Kerala—or for 
that matter other 
formidable soccer 
States - have little 
sympathy for any 
Calcutta side. The 
rivalry intensified 
greatly as ‘operation 
manipulation’ saw to it 
tliat a 3-3 verdict was 
enough for the Goan 
team to remain in tlie 
fray. And Bagan thrown 
out. 

In the much-lauded 
Kerala Police-Salgaocar 


drifted away from their 
aggressive play, 
allowing Salgaocar to 
get into the act; Arnold 
Alphonso neutralised 
the lead and Baptist 
helped Salgaocar to 
forge ahead. This drama 
was enacted in the span 
of a few minutes... and 
moments later 
Pappachan scored to 
level 3-3. Was this a 
pre-meditated game? 

While the federation 
secretary gave the 
impression that the 
match was pacey and 


P.K. Banerfee 
Inaugurates the 15th 
edition of the Federation 
Cup 

Federation Cup that no 
Calcutta side figured in 
the semi-final. 

This episode also 
proved that others can 
play the ‘pre-plan’ game 
which Calcutta had 
practised openly. Can 
one really blame them 
for what they did? Can 
PSEB forget what 
Mohammedan Sporting 
and Mohun Bagan did to 
.them in the Airlines 


- I 

met the Phagwara team j 
for the second time, they i 
found, to their surprise, 
a tough resistance 
coming from the 
millmen. JCT 
approached cautiously. 
With Pappachan pinned, 
the cops raids had 
become a rarity. Neither 
side could break the 
deadlock. Eventually 
only the tie-breaker 
managed to see the 
home team through to 
their second final, 
against dark horse 
Mahindras who had 
made their maiden 
entry. 

Going by both the 
teams’ performances it 
looked as though the ; 
match was going to be ' 
a tough one. Mahindras ‘‘• 
had a psychological 
edge having beaten the 
cops in the Rovers Cup 
in Bombay. But Kerala 
Police were not going to 
repeat the mistake. They 
planned their game well; ' 
played with an all-out 
attitude that sem the 
Mahindras game out of 


match the home team 
took a convincing 2-0 
lead but Roy Baretto 
reduced the margin. All 
of a sudden the local side 


exciting, a baffled 
Bagan left the scene 
with a bad taste souring 
the mood. It was for the 
first time in the 


Gold Cup a couple of 
yeai.-s back? This is. but 
one instance that the 
wounds still fester. 

When Kerala Police 


tune; and scored two 
goals. Mahindras had to 
be content with the Fair 
Play Trophy. 

Sureili, Kannur 
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l) Uo people real isc 
sasily that you are 
angry? 

2j Do you get mud if you 
ire kept waiting? 

3 Do you say anything 
to your partner if he/she 


is late fora date? 

I F your answers to 
these questions are: 

1) You bet, they do. 

2) You better believe 
me, 3) Man, do you want 
me to buy you a watch? 


Then folks, you better 
take notice and take 
‘heart’. Otherwise you 
might end up without 
one. 

People who are 
aggressive and unduly 


hostile may be intensive 
care patients in the 
making. They’re the guys 
who mutter and curse If 
the line at the petrol 
pump on a Saturday 
night is too long,they’re 









the ones who lean on the 
horn if the person before 
them hesitates for a 
mino-second after the 
oop gives the signal. As 
psychologist Theodore 
M. Dembroski of the 
University of Maryland 
puts it, “He's the hostile 
man, the one who gets 
angry over everyday 
frustrations eind 
expresses those feelings 
in rude, antagonistic 
ways.” 

These characters are 
identified by 
psychologists and 
doctors as the Type-A 
personalities. They are 
ambitious, urgent and 
impatient. They also 
increase the probability 
of a heart disease by 21/2 
times! 

Why is this mode of 
behaviour so 
lethal?Well, the reason 
is that chronic anger 
and hostility are 
harmful because they 
cause physical stress, 
hai’assing the heart into 
sickness. Angry 
reactions pump 
adrenalin and other 
stress hormones into the 
blood stream. These in 
turn cause fat to be 
dumped into the blood, 
driving up the 
cholesterol level. 

A person who is angry 
becomes more alert, his 
pupils dilate, his blood 
pressure rises and his 
heart pounds almost as 
though it’s going to 
throw itself out of the 
ribcage. Being stuck in 
this aroused condition 
for loQg,hanns the 
coronary arteries and 
wears out heart-muscle 
fibres. That is why this 
behavioural mode is 
lethal. 

No one is bom a hot 
head. Doctors believe 
that hostility is the end 
result of a heap of bad 
feelings and poor 
self-esteem. Type A’s are | 


THE HEALTH 


COLUMN 



of the belief that no one 
cares a damn for them 
and so they should not 
care about anyone else. 
They are forever 
nmning with a chip on 
their shoulder. They set 
goals before them and 
these are regularly 
updated and modified. 
Interruptions in a Type 
A’s pursuit of 
ever-escalating goals 
cause hostility because 
they interfere with his 
process of self appraisal. 

This hostility 
trait—though difficult 
to change—is not 
impossible. Type A’e 
create too much of stress 
by trying to do too 
much. Hence do not 
juggle with too many 
appointments in your 
diary. And do not get 


caught yourself in the 
‘report card’ syndrome 
i.e. evaluating every 
action of yours and its 
reactions. Evaluate, but 
do so logically, and give 
yourself some room for 
mistakes and 
corrections. Do not set 
parameters for yourself 
that are logically 
impossible. 

Learn to listen, to use 
non threatening words 
and more important to 
see the other’s point of 
view. Remember, 
quickened ptdse, 
pounding heartbeat, 
shortness of breath and 
sweaty palms are signs 
of anger. Take a deep 
breath and calm down, 
before reacting. Teach 
yourself to think that ‘1 
need not blow up.’ Learn 


I to realise that what feels 
like a personal violation 
may just be frustration. 
And do not expect others 
to praise and 
acknowledge you all the 
time. Give them some 
room for inconsistencies 
and mistakes. 

The occasional feeling 
of hostility towards your 
fellow person is normal. 
Everyone gets cheesed 
off once in a while and 
lets off some steam. But 
if you are one of the 
Tj^ A characters and 
take a hostile approach 
to life’s little insets, it’s 
a hard way to live. It 
may also be an easy way 
to die. 

Remember—perfection- 
aUsrn is the world’s 
biggfest con game. 
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^MehK>efUCA»>l.lNAlMRV«REI.S' 14-6 SO61&R 
6D*JL \JXiSTXiW^O<LAUOW\ SOONERS IM19A9 
TASTHP Ml6Mry' ft^TTC-K — E£PEC\Al.V.y AFTER 
TIAE 6>AME. TUE L09ER5 F\LEP CUT OF 

TWEIR locker RCOM, TMEY D\SCCNGRep-IVElR 
Eposes WAD LEPTNMlTWOUnWEM. TME ABAM- 
COWED FlAYEf^ ^^JE]Ke FORCED TO WlTOW A 
RIDE TD TWE\K VAOTEU \WTWE OPEU HACK 
EJviPOFATROCK' 






FORIVIE 1950 OKaj«i&E BO/JL, KEKTUCKY CCAM BEAR 
BRMNT BROUGHT W\S RTv^ERUCJOSE TEAM TO FIOBCA 
TWO \a/EEWS EARLYTO practice twice a cwy IN THE HOT 
MOMIP WEATHER AWP CM A FIELD COHERED WITH 
SAMDSFTiRS. MEA*^WWVLE, ORPEKDOG-SftRTA CLARA 
EH JOYED A LEIt-URELYTPASKi TR\P payA CAH - 
fOR^JA ARP :&FERT OHLV THREE PAYS IN M\AM \ 
PREFAR'NO for the 6M\E. KENTIXKY NMAL-SO 
TIRED FROM BRYANT"S BOTAfJSTlNSi? FRACTlCES 
THAT THE HEAVILY FAVORED WILDCATS WEREl 
0ESET21-\B/ 


THE FUHNY SIDE OF GOLF 
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PHOTOBRAPH OF 
THE WEEK 

It may look like Mr James Soott Coimors, tout it ata*t. There are other pla^ra 
too on the ciroult who beUeve that every ball can he chased down, ana Johan 
Ksiekisoneofthem. A man who pursues tennis with "a passion**, Kriek was 
known for his lightning feet and thunderous serves. As well as, for breaking 
11 rackets in a dressing room once. But then, that’s another story 


TOMMY HINDLff 
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BY DAVtO POWELL 




H OWlonir 

should we go 
on believing an 
ageing great 
sportsman who 
keeps sa3ring 
that he hae one more big 
performance left in him 
when the facts suggest 
otherwise? How long 
before his words are 
interpreted as a 
desperate attempt to 
stay in the public eye? 

If Daley Thompson 
misses a medal in the 
world championship 
this year, will anyone 
have faith in his 
inevitable cry that he 
can regain his Olympic 
decathlon crown the 
next year? The defiance 
was heard after he lost 
his world title in 1987, 
and again in 1988, when 
he was fourth in the 
Olympics. 

There is nothing left 
of Thompson's empire, 
save his world record. 
But the empire was once 
so vast that we might 
return the favour for the 
pleasure he gave us by 
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"I was a pain in 
the neck when I 
was little...and I 
was olways 
arguing with my 
mother. So they 
sent me to 
boarding 
school." 





igiving him tbe benefit (tf 
our doubt now. *171 win 
in Baro^na. ..when I 
win in Barcelona,” he 

aald reoantly. 

Peter IkCatthewa. editor 
atTbelaterjuitiapal 
Traokuad Field Annual, 
is one who is keeping 
faith, retaining 
Thcnnpeon in the Uetof 
biographiea for this 
year’s annual because he 
is “likely to compete”. 

Last year Thompson 
had lost hie 
Commonwealth and 


summer. 

Besotted fay tlm 
decathlon, he cmce said 
be wished he could do 
ones week. Now. l.B 
months have paesed 
since his last one, and be 
retired ftom that at 
half-tixne. Meanwhile, 
age has faecome his 
eleventh evmit. life will 
be 33 come the world 
championships. The 
average age of the top 
ten deoathletes in the 
world is 25, and not one 
was bom within four 


Daley Thompson lost his 
Commonwealth, 
European and Olympic 
titles. In fact, there is 
nothingieft 
of the 

decathlete’s 
empire, save 
his world 
record. And 
yet he's 
adamant 
about making 
a comeback 


European titles to injury 
submissions. Perhaps tie 
would have lost them 
anyway, but being 
tripped on the way to the 
ring was hard to take. 
More defiance: "If this 
knee gets anywhere 
near l»d£ to where it 
used to be, and toe other 
boys keep peif orming as 
they are at the moment, 

I don't think ni have a 
problem,” he said last - 


years of Thompson’s 
Urth. 

Not that his hAavtour 
giUm away his dga: tost 
hananaamifeabll breaks 
outwitoeacto 
mtsohlevous remark, no 
matter if it is at his own 
expense. Wto was it, do 
you suj^xise cried 
"decathlon” from the 
sidelineB when Steve 
Cram, being interviewed 
for tSlevimon, was aslESid 
to name the events in 
which Britain had not 
had much recent 
success? 

Away trcan the puUio 
gaze—a sports hall in 
Frodsham is hardly tlm 
maker of Olsnniiic 
dreams, but tods mati 
was trying—Thompson 
got down to some 
serious talking. “I have 
never felt any need to 










look back,” he said. "1 
a^ inspir^ by the 
things I still want to do. 

I have never thought I 
have achieved the things 
I should have. If I win in 
]darcelona.. .when I win 
in Barcelona.. .1 should 
have won the Olympics 
four times." 

In Seoul he was 182 
points behind the gold 
medal winner. Christian 
Schenk: it was the 
difference, arguably, 
between good fortune 
and bad, his pole having 
snapped on his opening 
height, aggravating a 
thigh injury. 

“Can you... ?" The 
question went 
unfinished. “Yes, lean.” 


“Cannot” is a word 
Thompson learnt to do 
without from an early 
age. whrni his parents 
left him to fend for 
himself by packing him 
off to boarding school at 
the age of seven. “I was a 
pain in the neck when I 
was little.. .and I was 
always arguing with my 
mother. So they sent me 
to boarding school. ” 

A trace of self-doubt is 
evident., though. “I 
don’t think I feel any 
different to how I used 
to. I think I am training 
with as much effort as I 
used to. 1 don't put as 
many hours in but my 
judgment is that what 
hours I do put in I use 


"If this knee 
gets anywhere 
near back to 
where it used to 
be, and the 
other boys keep 
performing as 
they ore ot the 
moment, I don't 
think rii have a 
problem," 

—Thompson 


more wisely. The only 
thing I am having any 
trouble with is the long 
jump because I am 
having to relearn the 



skill. I haven't done it 
for two years.” 

The knee which 
required surgery for 
calcification and put 
him out of the European 
championships no 
longer troubles him, he 
says. Attending hospital 
as a patient was hard for 
Thompson to accept. 

•Tve never been one for 
doctors, and hospitals 
were for visting other 
people”’he said. 

He is past the need for 
rehabilitation and into 
full flow. 'Tve been 
training seven days a 
week, four or five hours 
a day, and getting on the 
track three times a 
week. I must have a 
wicked chance in Tokyo 
because I don’t even have 
to be as good as I used to 
be. I don’t think the 
event has moved on at 
all. The things I am 
doing in training seem 
to be going OK, but it is 
hard to assess because I 
have not had any 
competition. I need a test 
of fire.” 

First, though, he must 
stack the logs. He has . 
plans to go to the United 
States in February for 
training. He offers no 
clues as to when he 
might reappear in 
competition. If I get to 
America on the Tuesday 
and there is a 
competition on the 
Wednesday and I decide 
to do it, then that is what 
1 will do.” 

Frank Dick, his coach, 
says Thompson will be . 
doing “a comprehensive 
programme indoors and 
out”. The wojCld.flum , 
Dick is that the athlete 
is "sprinting great stuff 
. in training.” But, as 
Thompson 
acknowledges, 
“competition is the test 
of anything”. Tokyo and 
Barcelona await. 

CoiHtMy The TImn 
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Posture is the most neglected area 

OF THE SETUP FROM AN UPRIGHT STARt 
BEND YOUR KNEES UNTIL LOOKINO 
DOWN, YOUR KNEE CAPS ARE OVER THE 
BALLS OF YOUR FEET 



Then bend from 

YOURWAIST 
KEEPING THE SMALL 
OFYOUR BACK 
STRAIGHT THAT IS 
AGOOD POSITION 
FROM WHICH TO 
5TARTASWING. 


Develop a Routine 



My OWN COES LIKE this: 
ASSESS THE SHOT feOM BEHIND 

thebau. une up the club 

SQUARE TO THE TARCET,PLACE 
BODY PARALLEL TO THk 
TAKOLT LINt . . . 


1 

Find A 

\ 

seouENce TO 

\ 

sun* YOUR 

\ 

GAME AND DO 

A 

IT EVERY 


time. 




lnAwllilti 


'*L 


jOLF is AOAME IN WHICH CERTAIN 

undamentals have to be 

BSERVED IF ANYONE 15 TO 
ECOME AGOOD PLAYER. . . • 



h'^ 




THE BEST WAY TO LEARN THESE 
especially R3R YOUNCSTEPS IS TO 
INVEST IN A FEW LESSONS FROM 
TOUR LOCAL PROFESSIONAL .. 


. HAVING ASOLID 
GRIP.SET-UP AND 
&V'ING RIGHT FROM 
THE START WILL 
PAY DIVIDENDS 
IN THE LfNG - 
RUN. 






















Pa es _ 

Succumbs 

to Russian Torture 


W mCN the first leg 
of the Indian 
Salfllitf circuit 
began in 

Bombay, the only point 
of consideration was 
whethci’ l/?ander Paes 
would qualify for the 
Masters Now, after the 
Satellite, people are 
wondering if he will win 
the Masters on debut 
just as hr came to the 
final of the first ever 
ATP tournament he 
entered 

It seems that the 
c-oaeliing of Enrico 
Piperno has paid 
dividends. Ilowever.the 
one area of weakness is 
Piles' seciond serve. The 
improvement is being 
monitored After the 
final against the Soviet 
Union s Vladimir 
Gabnchidze. Piies 
thought he could win a 
baseline duel or two and 
wasn’t tcH> concerned 
about his groundstrokes 
ami hence eager to come 
to the net 

The only dissenting 
note wa.s that the Soviet 
player wiis not unnerved 
by the pai'e P;u's 
generates or his charges 
to the net Gabnchidze. 
who is among the top 
five Davis Cup players of 
his country. made Paes 
run round in circles 
The returns were so 
wall angled that Paes 


found it hard to play his 
favourite volleys. Paes 
was broken in the 
seventh game of the first 
set when he was 30-love 
up A fine lob and a 
backhand return of 
serve saw Vladimir open 
up the game Paes had a 
break point in the 
second set but 
Gabrichidze came out 


with a serve and volley 
to calmly save it. 

The Soviet has such a 
solid game that it wili 
hard to beat him on this 
trip He was semifinalist 
twice last year and won 
the Indore leg of the 

Vladimir Gabrichidze: 
brilliant form in 
Bombay 







Satellite. But he has not 
won the Masters. This 
could be his year. 

He hails from Tibilis 
in Georgia, which gave 
to the world, Alexander 
Metreveli, the famous 
Soviet tennis star. A self 
made man Vladimir 
began from the age of 
nine,has had little 
formal coaching and 
learnt on the job. Five 
foot six and 22 years old, 
he has a bright future. 

The Indians show was 
heartening. Rohit 
Rajpal beat the Indian 
national runner-up 
Piperno. for the first 
time in the pre-quarters. 
Rajpal's performances 
in the Satellites in 
Malaysia. Indonesia and 
Africa has sharpened 
his play. Rajpal reached 
the Masters in all three. 

Rajpal had a loss of 
concentration and lost to 
Massimi, K.G. Ramesh 
lost to Cica. Asif Ismail 
took a set against 
Vasudevan.but unforced 
errors saw him losing 
the match. 

Vasudevan lost to the 
eventual winner with 
whom he teamed up to 
enter the doubles final. 
Alas. Vasu had a knee 
injury and was half the 
force he was in the final 
won by the Indian pair 
of Ferreira and Rajpal. 
P.VJ.Kar 






ROUNDUP 


* NABIK MUKHERJEE and 
AAmrita Banerjee kept their 
reputation intact as they clinched 
the junior boy’s and girl’s titles, 
respectively, at the 55th junior 
state badminton championships 

It was a day of one-sided 
matches on the concluding day at 
the Durgabari courts. Both the 
boy’s and girl’s finals were tame 
affairs. Anabik, among the top 
three juniors in the country, 
steamrolled pastTapas Biswas 15-1 
15-2 in the final. 

It was almost the same story in 
the girls’ final National champion 
in her category, Amrita beat Isha 
Bhattaxjharya 11 -8 in the first 
game and then whipped her 
opponent 11-1 to wrap up the 
match. 

Anabik’s brother Arindam won 
the sub-junior title beating 
Sabyasachi Sikdar. 

Amrita did one better when she 
took the sub-junior girls’ singles 
crawn also This time it was 
Sujaya Mukherjee who was the 
victim of Amnta’s onslaught She 
won the final match 11-9.11-6. 

There was Mrinmoy Pal who 
also landed a double in the 
championships. Mrmmoy beat 
Saugata Mukherjee to win the 
mini boy’s singles and then 
teamed up with Arup Baidya to 
beat Armdam Dasgupta and 
Priyam Chatterjoe 15-9,15-7 in 
the doubles. 

Sarajit Das and S. Dutta Roy 
stopped Anabik and Tapas in the 
junior boys doubles final, one of 
the better matches on the final 
day. 

The mini girls’ singles title went 
to Anupama Majumder who beat 
Srikanya Mukherj^ 11-5,11-1 in 
the final. 


CALCUll'A 


Junior State 
Badminton 


Junior State Afliledcs 


IliHE junior state athletics meet 
A was a championship of records. 
An many cus 18 records were 
obliterated in the 67 track and 








Th6 winners of the junior state 

badminton championships pose 
for the camera 

field finals which were gone 
through at the SAI-Netaji Subhas 
Complex at Salt Lake. 

Almost 600 competitors vied for 
honours in the three-day 
championships which served as 
trials for selection of the state 
team for the forthcoming junior - 
national meet. 

The inclement weather did spoil 
the opening ceremony on the first 
day, but that did not dampen the 
enthusiasm of the athletes. Six 
records tumbled on the first day 
and this included five from field 
events. 

Seven entered the record books 
on the second day and the 
highlights were the three-km 
walk for girls under 15 years and 
the five-km walk for boys under 
16 years. 

Both existing marks were 
rewritten by big margins. Pradip 
Biswal of Pioneer SA clipped off at 
least ten minutes in the five-km 
event as he clocked 27.52.4 
seconds lo hit the gold medal. 
North 24 Parganas’ Rakhi Mondal 
timed 16:46.9 seconds to win the 
three-kiE race. The previous 
record stood at 23; 08.7 seconds. 

Apart from the two walking 


records, four marks were set from 
track events. Unseasonal showers 
did a world of good to the cinder 
track at the SAI complex in Salt 
Lake and the athletes went off in 
full steam. Among the noteworthy 
track records on the second 
afternoon included the 3,OOOm for 
boys under 16 years The winner 
was Tilak; Pal of Nadia, who won 
the gold with a timing of 9:11.7 
seconds, an improvement of five 
seconds on the previous record. 

The final day’s events produced 
five state marks and among the 
record breakers was Sikha Sarkar 
of North 24 Parganas. It was yet 
again a walking race which 
provided the day’s best record as 
far as margin was concerned. 
Sarkar bettered the five-km event 
race for girls under 18 years by a 
good seven nunutes when she 
breasted the tape in 30; 15.8 
seconds. 

All records on the final day 
came from the track. K. Meena of 
Burdwan DSA set her second 
record of the meet when she 
rewrote the 1,500m mark for girls 
under 18 years. Meena timed 4; 
41.1 seconds to win three races. 
She had clinched the 800m record 
on the second day. 

North 24 Parganas finished the 
best unit in the championships. 
They swept all the team titles at 














stake and three 
individual —Narayan Dhali. 
Amita Sikdar and Sarama 
Biswas—group champions. 

Soumitni Bote 


NEW DELHI 


North Zone 
hutw-SelHKd Cricket 


S ARDAR PATEL VIDYALAYA 
retamcfd the Thums Up North 
Zone Inter-School Cricket 
Championship beating Salwan 
Boys ^nior Secondary School, 
Flajinder Nagar by five wickets in 
the final at the National Stadium 
ground. 

Pul into bat. Salwan made 176 
I for six in the allotted 40 overs 
1 with the help of a disciplined, yet 



Sardar Patel Vidyalaya were the 
winners of the North Zone 
Inter-School cricket 
championships 

aggressive 87, by opener Sanjay. 
The target looked within the easy 
reach of Sardar Patel Vidyalaya, 
the way they blasted the Salwan 
opening attack to cruise to 77 
without loss. But suddenly, their 
wickets fell in a heap, losing four 
wickets for the addition of only 24 
inuiB. 

But a responsible unbeaten 


stand between Rahul (46 not out) 
and Adarsh (12 not out) saw to it 
that Sardar Patel reached the 
victory post without further 
hiccups, with three overs to spare. 

Test all-rounder Kapil Dev gave 
the prizes. 

The umpires, who officiated the 
matches, have shortlisted 30 
players out of which two will be 
selected for the scholarships to be 
awarded by the organisers, Parle 
Exports. 

Novy Kapadb 


bitn^R^ini 

VdlevDall 

B anda sports hostel won 

the Inter Region Volleyball 
Championship by defeating the 



L 


’ V1»L 


the show for the Banda side. 

15 teams pa.'ticipated in this 
championship which lasted for 
three days. 

KafiMh A^rwal 


RANCHI 


Allahabad Sports Hostel 3-1 in a 
match played in the famous Green 
Park Stadium here. The 
championship competition was 
jointly organised by the Sports 
Directorate of U .P. and State 
Volleyball Federation. 

In the semi-final the winning 
team defeated Lucknow Sports 
College 3-1 while in the other 
semi-final match, the Allahabad 
Sports Hostel vanquished 
Faizabad Sports Hostel 3-1. 

Sapjay Rai and Javed Akhtar stole 


Nathmal Karate 


H osts Bihar cUnched the 
CMPDI Cup in the sixth 
National Karate championships 
held here rec'ently. Maharashtra 
claimed sec-ond place About 250 
participants took part in the 
championships 

The results: 

Under-35 kgs kumite: Sushil 
Devagade (Maharashtra) 

35-45 kgs kumite Rajan Sarkar 
(Bihar). 

45-55 kgs Kumite: Durjay 
Singh (Bihar) 

55-65 kgs kumite. Shyam 
Sunder (New Delhi) 

Girls Open Kumite Alka 
Pandey (Maharashtra) 

Open Kata. Vijay Singh Munda 
(Bihar) 

Black Belt kumite. Bala Prasad 
(Bihar) 

Full Contact Kumite Bala 
Prasad (Bihar) 

Anil Kumar Singh 


IIIte^IMv«8tly 

Tennis 


B .I.T. , Mesra won the 1991 
Eastern Zone Inter University 
tennis tournament held at B.I.T., 
Mesra in early January. 
Altogether six universities 
participated in this tournament 
with B.I.T., Mesra defeating 
Jadavpur University. Calcutta 3-1 

in a best of five matches final. 

« 

B.I.T. top seed P.S. Krishnan 
and Jadavpur top seed Sayandev 
Chakravarty comfortably won the 
opening singles. Krishnan of 
B.I.T. outclassed S. Banerjee of 
Jadavpur in straight sets 6-0,6-0 
while Chakravarty of Jadavpur 
made short work of B.I.T.'s Anil 
Kapoor 6-0,6-2, in less than an 
hour each. 

In the doubles P.S. Krishnan 


















and Anil Kapoor of B.I.T. 
combined well to beat the slightly 
erratic Jadavpur pair of Sayandev 
Chakravarty and S. Banerjee 6-0, 
7-6 (9-7). 

Krishnan won the first reverse 
singles and the tie for B.I.T, 
getting the better of Chakravarty 
6-1,6-2. Though the score may 
suggest otherwise, it was a tough 
match,with both the players 
delighting the crowd with their 
superb allround court play. 

The Chief Guest Dr. H.C. Pande, 
Director, B.I.T., Mesra gave away 
the prizes. Mr. Ramesh Mishra 
AITA technical official was the 
i tournament referee. 

! Sapan Chauraaia 


State Games for the 
Deaf 


T Il??y might well be unfortunate 
from birth, but when it comes 
to performing on the sports fields 
the deaf mutes showed they are 
blessed with rich talents 
Nevertheless. f he seventh State 
Games for the deaf and dumb 
schoolchildren at Ahmedabad saw 
some remarkable feats achieved 
by these innocent kids And the 
ones who dominated the event 
were the boys and girls of Rajkot’s 
Mrs. Chhaganlal Shamji Virani 
School (MCSVS). 

Bubbling with a perfect joi de 
vivre. the MCSVS children 
returned home with an impressive 
tally of 39 medals- 19 gold, 7 
silver and 13 bronze. It was a fine 
display by any count, taking into 
view there were as many as three 
hundred players from twelve 
schools of Gujarat of which 
thirtyone belonged lo MCVSV 
only.' 


(^ANDHINA(]AR 


13th Gujarat State inter-district 
football championship at 
Gandhinagar. It was left to the 
penalty shootout to decide the fate 
of the tie after the two teams failed 
to score a single goal in what was 
ninety minutes of mediocre play. 

For Ahmedabad, the forward 
line failed to check. But, then, 
there was no assistance from the 
midfielders either. They 
repeatedly fell back and gave too 
many opportunities to the Baroda 
strikers to take the initiative. 

On the other hand. Baroda had 
its moments, especially in the first 
half. First of all, a number of 
corners were forced to make life 
miserable for the Ahmedabad 
footballers. And. it was Dipak 
Sharma who stood like a 
mountain in Baroda’s defence, 
permitting only a handful of balls 
to get past him. Thanks to V. Velu 


The irony was inescapable that 
such an encounter had to go into 
the tie-breaker to settle the issue. 
V. Velu, Supat Sotat and Shouvjk 
Maitra netted for Baroda, while 
Anil Oza and Premkumar 
converted for Ahmedabad. 

There were prizes galore for 
those who performed 
outstandingly. To Rajkot’s 
Anilkumar went the 'footballer of 
the tourney’award. Baroda’s 
defender Dipak Sharma was 
named ‘player of the final’. 
Baroda's Shouvik Maitra was 
chosen as the ‘best half and the 
best defender’ respectively. Ulhas 
of Ahmedabad was judged the 
‘best goalkeeper' 


Harash Pandya 
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The Chhaganlal ShamJI Virani 
school were the overall 
champions in the State Games 
for the deaf and dumb 


and Supat Sotat. Baroda's half line 
also was working nicely. 

Ahmedabad got some oi the best 
chances in tJie second half, but 
they muffed them. Not only was 
¥T was a sheer stroke of luck, there some lack of coordination 

Amore than anything else, which among the Ahmedabad players, 
helped Baroda defeat Ahmedabad, but the presure was also telling 
the holders, 3-2 in the final of the upon them. 




SATARA 


TohOi 


M aharashtra defeated 

Madhya Pradesh 41-40 to win 
the 8th National Youth 
championships held at Satara in 
Maharashtra recently. 

In the boy’s final, Andhra 
Pradesh defeated Tamil Nadu 
50-46. 

Dharmeah YasMaha 











CanyOnKapilH 

SOME people want Kapil Dev to 
call it a day from the Indian 
cricketing scene. This should not 
deter the ace allrounder In fact, 

I he should face up to these 
criticisms and show the world 
that he still has a lot to contribute 
to Indian cricket He has always 
faced up to the bouncers thrown at 
him earlier on and now he should 
actually display the mettle that 
he’s made of. Failure surely 
should be thought of as a stepping 
stone to greater heights. We, the 
cricket lovers of the country were 
always with Kapil and he surely 
cannot let us down. 

SHREEDATTA MITBA VKAR. 

Goa. 




Happy BDay Kapil mmmmmmmm 

This i:arux)n of Kapil Dev was sent 
by Mr. Myshkin Manra of Delhi as 
a tribute to Kapil Dev on his 31 si 
birthday It is a token of gratitude 
to Kapil from all his admirers for 
the sterling work he has put in for 
Indian cricket 


Ckiver transparency of Mohd. 
Azharuddin by Nikhil 
Bhattacharya, of Sachin 
Tendulkar by Patrick Eagar, 
^d of Kapil Dev by Utpal 
Sorl^. 


Who’s ttie Cm? 

T his is with reference to the story entitled ‘Dropped’ regarding 
Videocon’s sponsoring the Asia Cup cricket tournament 
(SportsworldZJan, 1991). 

As regards the legal action on untenable grounds threatened by 
Videocon 1 would like to give you a lucid picture about the 
unwarranted controversy triggered by the sponsors. 

The first contract between Radiant Sports Management (RSM) and 
Videocon was signed on December 10 and the second on December 17 
, after the Pakistan team withdrew from 
the Asia Cup. However a third contract was signed between The 
Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) on December 23. This 
oonti'act was signed by BCCI as I had empowered the BCCI to do so on 
my behalf as there was a gory death (of my sister) on the 22nd 
morning. In this third contract which the BCCI signed with 
Videocon on behalf of RSM, the ‘Highlights of the matches’ did not 
even figure in this contract. 

There were four main issues on which Videocon stated that its a 
sponsorship commitments were not met by RSM. 

A) Highlights of the Asia Cup matches be shown the same day. The 
highlights did not figure in the December 17 contract let alone the 
Dumber 23 one as stated above. 

B) That the Asia Cup was not known as the Videocon Asia Cup-. 

Every ticket for the four matches, passes, gate passes, offical badges, 
complimentary tickets, carried the name ‘Videocon Asia Cup’. 
Furthermore the press-both English and vernacular-had callecl the 
tournament the Videocon Asia Cup. In the light of the above if the 
Asia Cup was not called the ‘Videocon Asia Cup’ then what else was it 
called? 

C) President of India to inaugurate the tournament: 

Given the busy schedule of the President of India, it is a tall order to 
consider it imperative for him to inaugurate a cricket tournament 
Videocon would probably expect him to sell their televisions It is not 
correct on the part of Videocon and RSM to put the President, a third 
party, into a contract. The President’s secretariat has taken a dim 
view of the name of the President of India being dragged into a 
controversy like this and on this count some action is planned 
against Videocon by the President’s House/Secretariat. 

D) Curtain Rai^r on television: 

A curtain raiser is invariably sponsored by the sponsor of the 
tournament/championships. For the Videocon Asia Cup, M/s 
Videocon backed out of their commitment. I had got Videocon’s story 
board-approved by Doordarshan for the above in half an hour instead 
of the customary one week. Moreover M/s Videocon backed out of 
sponsoring the highlights and about 20 sports they promised to 
Doordarshan. It was Videocon that had backed out of this 
commitment and not RSM, but they are making me out to be the 
culprit. 

As lor Videocon. they appeared on Doordarshan’s live telecast 
(four in all) as many as 989 times for 3-4 seconds. If you compute by 
Doordarshan rates for category A programmes (i.e. Rs. 50,000 for 
ten seconds) then the mileage Videocon got from Doordarshan alone 
would be in order of about Rs. four crores. This is apart from four 
highlights and coverage on the National News bulletin. 

AusNm Khetrapai 
£xecutiv0 Director 
Radiant Sports Manaoemen* 







QUIZ/CNESS/BRIDQE 


QUIZ 

UUESTiONS 

1. With what sport is ‘Martini and 
Rossi International Tournament’ 
(in New York) associated? 

2. What are the specifications for 
the water in a regulation 
swimming pool? 

3. How is 'hurdle' connected with 
diving? 

4. What are the diving txjards made 
of? 

5. Who is known as the ‘European 
of Bridge'? 

6. Who invented the game of 
Contract Bridge? 

7. Which all rounder cricketer of 
England earned the nickname 
“Barnacle”? 

8. What is common to these former 
English cricketers? Ted Dexter, 
Colin Cowdrey and Bob 
Woolmer. 

9. What is common to Wally 
Hammond, Mike Procter and 
Zaheer Abbas? 

ANSWERS 

1. Fencing. 

2. It must be at least 4 feet (1.2 
metres) deep and have a 
temperature of about 78 f (26C) 

3. The'hurdle'is the last step of the 
diving. It is actually a-short jump 
which takes the diver to the edge 
of the board on platform. 

4. Aluminium springboards have 
replaced the earlier wooden 
ones. 

5. itlOEly Culbertson. 

6. Harold S. Vanderbilt, an 
American millionaire. 

7. Trevor Bailey. 

8. None of them was born in 
England. While Dexter was bom 
in Italy, the other two were Born in 
India. 

9. They all played for the 
Gloucestershire County. 


CHESS 


The Mango Ice Cream Variation 
is one of the most exotically 
named systems around. 
Apparently Nigel Short bet Tony 
Miles a mango ice cream that he 
would not dare to play it. 

Short lost the bet, but Miles lost 


the game. Since then despite a 
decade of heavy analysis no one 
has been able to come to a definite 
conclusion about this system. 
Here is the stem game. 

White. Browne Vs Black: Miles 
Tilburg '78 

1 e4 eb 2IM M 3 64 Mr 4 BUS IS. This 
is the critical position. White must 
now sacrifice material to keep the 
Initiative. 

5elSBx^6QbS+ g67fg6BB73gli7+ 
K18. This is the setup both want. 
(See Diagram) Presumably it is 
lost for either white or black but 
nobody knows for sure. White 
cannot get enough play with 9 
hg8=Q+ Kxg8 10Qg4Bxhl 11 
Bg5 Qe8 and black consolidates. 

9 Bg5 NIB 10 Qli4 Nc6 U Ne2 Bxhl 12 Nf4 
Kf7. Black has also tried 12—Nb4 
13 Bg6 Qe7 14 Nh5 Nc21- 15 Bxc2 
Qb4 -t- 16 Nd2 NxhS 17 0-0-0 and 
12 -e5 in later encounters. The 
latter move is supposed to be best. 

13 Bg6+ Ke714 NhS 01815 Nil2 e516 
0-0-0 Nxd417 Rxbl Ne6. Whatever the 
theoretical merits, in practice 
w'hite's attack is very strong. 

18141 d619 N64 Nx^B 20 QJt5 Bli6 21014 
Bg7 22 fe5 deS 23 Rfl Kd7. Black has to 
abandon the knight and start this 
desperate evacuation. 

24Nexl6^ Bxl625NxlB-h Ke826Be4e6 
27 0h3 -I- Kb7 28 Bxc6-f I (1 -O). There is 
a mate after 28- -Kxc6 29 Qd7 -t 
Kc5 30 Qd51 Kb4 31 Qb5. 
Devangahu Oatta 



BRIDGE 

The trouble with playing 
against the best players in the 
world is that they sort of keep 
coming at you all the time. This 


means that they give you more 
problems at the table than the 
average sound international does 
and so a set against them is 
always more exhausting. Take a 
look at this hand from last year's 
Bermuda Bowl semi-finals. In 
both the matches, one team, Brazil 
and USA, the two ultimate 
finalists, stopped accurately in 
game, making. Their opponents, 
Poland and Australia respectively, 
went all the wav to six clubs:- 


E-Wvul 

NORTHCOummy) 

■ Q 7 6 4 2 
c; ■ 5 2 
Q j e 3 
4b J 10 

EAST 
♦ 8 5 
O J 9 B 6 4 
■ K 6 5 2 

4b9 3 

SOUTH 
<v A 9 
K' A 

O A 7 4 

4bAK76542 

Though the slam is highly 
optimistic, it makes as the spade 
king is with the opening leader, 
the trumps 2-2 and the diamond 
ten-nine doubleton Winning the 
heart king lead, both declarers. 
Balicki for Poland and Klinger for 
Australia, cashed five or six 
trumps before leading a low 
diamond to the queen Most Easts 
would have taken their king and 
that would have been the end of 
the defence for the fourth 
diamond would have taken care of 
the losing spade in the South 
hand. However, the two Easts. 
Marcelo Branco of Brazil and Kit 
Wcxilsey of USA. had not won 
world championships for nothing. 
They smoothly followed with a 
low diamond as if they have never 
seen the diamond king in their 
life. Balicki fell for it, leading a 
small diamond to the ace, going 
down. Klinger, however knew 
enough not to believe his expert 
opponent—after the king held, he 
continued with the diamond jack 
fi'om dummy, letting it run when 
East followed low. to chalk home 
his slam. All this lcx>ks quite 
simple on paper but few players 
would duck the first diamond and 
fewer still would duck without 
giving up the show. 

SantanuQhoM 


Ooaler West 


WEST 
4 K J 10 3 
C? K Q 10 7 3 
O 10 9 
4> O 8 
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T HJS oiu-s specialJy 
for you ladies, If 
you've lx?en 
ac-coiiipanyirij? 

. i your husband or 
! boyfrif.'i id d u ring all the 
I year-end revelry, then 
you’re sure regretting it 
'I now Unless of course 
I you're one of tho.se 
I people with heavy-duty 
\ self'lontrol and 
! manage to stay away 
i from the high-cal 
I raunchies. But if you’re 
j like us. then you're 
sitting there regretting 
! it all. 

1 But, never fear We’re 
i going to give you some 
I exercises to trim that 
i turn. Something that’ll 
get those flabby 
abdominals firmed up 
again, lotting you slip 



Side Trimmers 


your toes toward the 
ceiling by using the 
lower abs to push the 
buttocks a couple of 
inches off the floor 
Don't jerk Stay in 
control of the entire 
movement, doing it for a 
minute. 

The next one is the 
Twisting Waist 
Trimmer This is great 
for those horrible love 
handles that pi-otrude 
from the side of your 
waist. Standing with 
your feet about 
shoulder-width apart, 
bend the knees ever so 
slightly and hold your 


hands out in front of 
you. Then, slowly—and 
carefully at first—rotate 
your upper body to the 
left C’mon, as far as you 
can go. Then repeat the 
same to the right. Once 
you get the hang of it, 
work up a tempo. Not 
only will it firm up the 
waistline, it’ll also give 
the back muscles a 
workout. 

Now to really attack 
those love handles. Side 
Tummy Trimmers are 
aimed at the 
obliques— those elusive 
muscles that run along 
the side of your 


Get Back In 
Shape, Ladies 


into .'Ul those 
fashioiiabli' outfits 
your've betin busting 
your paychi'ck on 
The fjT'sl one is called 
the Abdominal 
Flattener Lie on your 
back, arms stretched out 
on the floor at you r sidt! 
and palms firmly on the 
floor. Then lift your legs 
up, knees slightly bent. 
Once you’ve got that 
done, then try lifting 





alxlumen—^and are done 
off your back, one leg 
bent while the other is 
folded and rests on the 
knee of the bent leg. 
Lock your fingers 
behind your head and 
raise your head and 
shoulders off the floor 
while you twist your 
upper body and touch 
the opposite elbow to the 
folded leg’s knee. Once 
you’re done with one 
side, switch legs and 
repeat to the other side. 

And finally, a 
variation of the sit-up 



Waist Trimmer 


Twisting Waist Trimmer 

called the Waist 
Trimmer. Lie down, one 
knee bent and the other 
leg folded to rest on it. 
With the fingers locked 
behind your head, lift 
your head and shoulders 
off the floor by using 
just the abdominals. 
Don’t let your arms pull 
your head up, since that 
would be cheating. 

C’mon. ladies, go for 
it. If you're planning on 
wowing them at the 
beach or the pool this 
summer, you better get 
started now. 








If you’re 
planning on 
wowing them 
at the beach 
or the pool 
this summer, 
you better 
start working 
out now! 












Ross Deas gives Twilight Lady an affectionate pat 


Birdsof afeather...the volunteers 


IT HAD TO BE 


I F numbers are significant on 
the race course, the winner of 
the third classic of the season, 
the Calcutta Oaks, proved it. 
Twilight I.sdy ran with the 
number seven on its saddle and 
was drawn one. With the bookies, 
it also closed with 7-1 odds. In a 
seven-horse classic event, better 
known as the Ladies’ Derby, this 
Lady was the last name in the 
book; it had to come first. 

It’s a very impressive argument 
in hindsight, but the Lady 
surprised even its jockey. Nicky 
Bii-d, who came into his own after 
a rather forgettable season. 

^riie 2,400 metres Grade I race is 
also a kind of i un-up for the ‘real’ 
Dei'by of the same distance, 
though ladies are not considered 
stayers in the normal course. The 
hot favourite was naturally 
Kabuki. who had won the first 
classic, the 1,000 Guineas, in 
great style with a sensational 
burst of speed in the straight. 

Nick Connorton was riding 
Kabuki again. but the whispers on 
the course were whether Kabuki 
would weaken in the longer 
distance. 


The well groomed 
Twilight showed a 
clean pair of heels 
to her rivals in the 
‘Ladies Derby’ 


The whispers turned out to be 
true. Kabuki seemed to be in 
trouble at the 800-metre marker. 
Connorton's whalebone was out, 
but she could accelerate only that 
much and no more. And she came 
a tame fourth. 

Twilight Lady, the bay filly by 
Common Land out of Scruples, 
was lying fourth till the bend 
when it slipped through along the 
rails. She showed a smart turn of 


Twilight Lady 

i Bird up) winning the Calcutta 
}aks from Cisitaiia (Burke up) 
and Dancing Dissident (Fallon 
up) 
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lie sponsors, GEC Alsthom 


r 


TOE LADY' 


Mrs K.S. Brar. wife of 
the OGC-in-C, Eastern] 
Command, and (right) 
Mrs Lynn Deas, wife 
of Ross Deas, owner o] 
Twilight Lady 











foot the moment she saw the gap 
widening between frontrunners, 
Cisitalia and Dancing Dissident. 

Twilight Ijady assumed 
command 250 metres away from 
home and never looked back. 
Cisitalia (10-1 odds) and Dancing 
Dissident (8-1 odds) couldn't have 
had their eyebrows arched very 
much to see her going away 
because they were rather poorly 
supported themselves. 

On the victory lap. trainer 
Haskell David and jockey Bird 
were beaming a little 
disbelievingly. but the spectators 
were as stunned as them to 
respond with any mighty 
applause. Applause and ecstasy of 
the kind was shown by one of the 
owners, Ross Deas. (The other 
owners, D. Khaitan, C.K. Pasari 
and J. Chitlangia, were in 
comparison to Mr Deas, very 
delighted.) 

Twilight ].,ady it was with the 
Calcutta Oaks sash across her. 
And how well groomed she looked 
even after that 2,400 metres. 


ANIL GROVER 

PHOTOGRAPHS ANIL GROVER 
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Golf champ Lakshman Singh: on a 
different course 


Gloomy skies, fading light 
and a chilly drizzle weren't 
enough to dampen spirits at 
the Calcutta race course on 
New Year’s day. A packed 
card of 10 races, sponsored 
by the Macneill & Magor 
Group, saw the grounds 
equally packed with 
celebrities and socialites, 
desperado punters and 
my-sari-is-better-than-yours 
types, many of whom couldn't 
say why Nostalgia and 
Romantic Memories were 
the names of two different 
horses in the feature event, 
the George Williamson 
Indian Produce Stakes. 

The four-horse event of 
1200 metres was won by the 
three-year-old colt, Sentouki 
(Nick Connorton up), 
start-to-finisH, ahead of the 
strongly fancied fillies, 
Nostalgia and Romantic 
Memories. The owners, Mrs 
and Mr Sumit Gupta and 
Mrs and Mr Amit Gupta, took 
home the handsome trophy 
and prize money of nearly 
Rs two lakh, trainer Bharath 
Singh proving that 
Sentouki's essay in the 
Breeders' Cup ten days 
earlier was no flash in the 
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Helln Drachsisr: flying 
‘high’ on dope 


A nd have we got 
some startling 
revelations for you 
this week! After the 
usual nosying around 
we came up with some 
sensational 
information given by 
the German magazine 
Stern. The mag had 
obtained proof of 
nnabolic steroid use by 
many of East 
Germany’s most 
celebrated athletes and 
revealed their names. 
The info was bused on 
documents provided 
by a certain Dr 
Manfred Hoppner, 
deputy director of East 
Germany’s sports 
medical service. 

According to the 
doc. there were strict 
limits on the quantity 
of dope that was to be 


German Revelations 

used annually. The 
men were not allowed 
to take more than 1 ,500 
mg of the drug Oral 
Turinabol (OT)and 
women 1,000 mg. 

Drugs like Vasopressin 
and Piracetan were 
used first on rats and 
then on athletes. 
Further, documents 
indicate that... 

In 1981, when she 
was 16, long jumper 
Heike Drechsler took 
650 mg of OT. Her 
dosage was increased 
to 750 mg in ’82 and 
8.35 in ’83. 

In 1989, in Italy, 
shotputter Ulf 
Timmerman took 10 
mg of OT a day. He 
raised it to 15 mg and 
finally 20 mg. 

Ten days before her 


first event at the 1989 
European Swimming 
championships, 

Kristin Otto’s routine 
drug test revealed her 
testosterone level to be 
three times higher than 
the acceptable level. 
The other athletes who 
are high on the doping 
list provided by Dr. 
Hoppner are ace 
decathletes Torsten 
Voss and Christian 
Schenk. 

Various eminent 
sportspersons handed 
out their respective 
opinions on this issue. 
The best one came 
from Charlie Francis, 
Ben Johnson's former 
coach. “I don't call it 
cheating,” he said. “My 
definition of cheating 
is doing something 
nobody else is doing." 


MERA BHARAT MAHAAN! 


Romesh Krishnan Beimaan? 


F irst it was the 
Amritraj 
brothers. Now 
it’s Ramesh 
Krishnan. After a 
fruitful period of 
playing truant with 
the tennis officials of 
the country the law 
of averages seems to 
have caught up with 
this shirker. 

There is a distinct 
possibility that 
Krishnan is not 
going to be 
considered for a 
berth in the Indian 
Davis Cup team by 
the AIT A when India 
meet Thailand in 
Bangkok next 
month. 

Thfe"secretary of 
A.I'I'A. n V 


Khanna had tried to 
get in touch with 
Krishnan who is 
currently based in 

Krishnan has Indulged 
in a lot of hedging 



the USA. In fact, 
Khanna had also 
quizzed him vis-a-vis 
his availability for 
the Davis Cup but 
there seems to have 
been no positive 
response from 
Ramesh. 
Interestingly 
enough, the 
treasurer of the 
AIT A, Ramesh Desai 
revealed to the 
Illustrated Weekly 
recently that the 
AITA had been in 
constant touch with 
Ramesh’s father but 
even Krishnan Sr. is 
yet to give a concrete 
reason as to why his 
son is not playing. 

Why all this 
hedging? Bangkok 
seems to be a nice 
enough place for a 
Davis Cup 
reconciliation. 


mw^rlTH the loss of 
Inf his status as 
WW worldNo. 1, 
Jahangir Khan has also 
lost his head. He is 
given, nowadays to 
frequent escapades with 
the squash authorities. 

Recently, Jahangir 
was slapped with a fine 
by the International 
Squash Players’ 
Assodaiion (ISPA) for 
withdrawing from last 
month’s world 
championships at 
Toulouse without prior 
notice. 

The Khan instead of 
paying the measly fine 
of $500 lashed out at the 
ISP A saying, “/ wiU 
not pay Uie fine until 
my appeal is heard by 
the ISPA." He also 
claimed that he was a 









Money, the 
story of Carl 
Lewis’s tile 


COMMERCIAL CARL 


S ometimes it’s 

hard to figure out 
whether Carl 
Lewis is the morally 
upright athlete he 
claims he is. 
Investigations 
conducted on the 
international 
athletics scene, 
reveal that he is not. 
In fact, it’s hard to 
figure out who’s the 
better man: Ben 
Johnson or him. 

One of the leading 
athletes in the US in 


Morally Downright 

the last decade, Lewis 
had issued a press 
statement saying that 
he will not be going to 
the Pan American 
Games due to be held 
at Havana in August. 

He said that he 
preferred to 
concentrate on the 
world championships 
in Tokyo that would 
be held two weeks 
after the Pan-Am 
Games. 

Fair enough. But 


SQUASHING AUTHORITY 


In-Laws Or Out-Laws? 


victim of jealousy. 

Jahangir threw back 
charges-aaying that he 
had phoned the I SPA 
well in advance to 
notify them of his 
withdrawal from three 
tournaments, dm to ill 
■heaUk. He criticised the 
ISP A for having 
playing members as its 

Jahangir: fighting the 
squash authorities 




president and 
chairman. “A playing 
member is jealous ," he 
said. “I am a victim of 
jealousy. ” 

Meanwhile, to get rid 
of all this tension, 
Jahangir has gone and 
got married. The lady is 
the daughter of a top 
Pakistani Squash 
player. Her name is 
Seemi Jawaid and her 
father was a three time 
British amateur champ 
and three time British 
Open Squash finalist. 
There seems to be a 
battle with new squash 
authorities comirg up. 
Only thing is this time 
it's his father-in-law. 


that’s not quite how 
Lewis’ manager Joe 
Douglas, put it. “I 
don’t consider it 
(Pan-Am Games) a 
major meet. It’s not 
that important 
internationally. It’s 
what I call a charity 
meet—no appearance 
fees.” 

Now with Douglas 
revealing the reason 
for not participating, 
don’t you think we’re 
right? 


EUBANK 
KNOCKS 
OUT BENN 


Karron Tames 
Eubank 


W ORLD middle 
weight Champ 
Chris Eubank 
scored another upset 



PRIVATE 
EYE 



WERE NOT 
SUPPOSED TO! 


victory when he jumped 
out of the ring and into 
the waiting arms of his 
long-time girlfriend 
Karron Stephen-Martin 
and subsequently 
entered into holy 
matrimony. 

Eubank, famous.both 
for his punches and his 
whacky sense of 
humour, proposed to 
Karron live on TV from 
the ring after taking the 
world middleweight title 
from Nigel Benn, last 
year. Karron, 25, who 
was watching the fight 
at their home in Hove, 
near Brighton, which 
they share with their 
three year-old son 
Christopher 
immediately accepted 
when he phoned. 

As Eubank kissed her 
on the steps of St 
Peter’s Church, 

Brighton after the 
wedding, he said: "This 
is better than any 
fight-there's no pain 
involved.” 

Karron sure knocked 
him out. 

Eubank and Karron 

after their wedding 











The other day I had an 
I encounter with the 
OOC-in-C, Eaatern Com¬ 
mand, Lt-Gen K.S. Brar, 
And I, not the big gun. 
was shooting. Like mad. 
You don't get too many 
chances to take a shot of 
the top brass, and Lt- 
Oen K.S. Brar, at that. 
So, I went trigger 
happy. 

■nie security around a 
man of his stature and 
authority was obviously 
tight and omnipresent. 
A tough target. I had 



voce, he low-decibeled in 
return, "Which man?” 

“Brar Saheb!” I hissed 
through my teeth. I 
didn’t want anyone to 
hear and beat me to the 


something that sounded 
like “Brar”. 

I unzipped my bag 
slowly, even while walk¬ 
ing towards the special 
box in the stands, and a 



It was now or never. I squeezed the button. 

And the affable Mr Brar turned, put 
down his binoculars and smiled. “Thank 
you”, he said. Cheese! 



to use guerrilla tactics to 
get past them and reach 
the special box he was 
seated in. at the Royal 
Calcutta Turf Club 
course. Perfect, And 1 
would be well paid for 
shooting him. (The deal 
hadn’t been_ clinched, 
but I knew my shady 
customers weU.) 

As soon as I entered 
the race course, I whis¬ 
pered into my friend’s 
ear. “Has the guy come 
in yet?” Suitably im¬ 
pressed by my aotto 


draw. “Oh,” he decibeled 
at an even lower level. 
Quickly, there was a 
shadow over my left 
shoulder; tough, black, 
tall and handsome after 
a fashion, wearing blue 
jeans, a multi-coloured 
T-shirt and pretending 
to look like any other 
punter. His totally 
blank, uninterested ex¬ 
pression was as much 
of a giveaway as his 
mean look. He wasn’t 
following me for no¬ 
thing; he had heard 


pair of big, black hawk 
eyes stepped into my 
bag. What could be in¬ 
side? 

Then, I found the 
General, sitting in the 
box with his wife and 
other family members. 
He; snmrt and executive 
looking, with a thick 
crop of straight grey 
hair. She; slim, svelte 
and every other adjec¬ 
tive Khushwant Singh 
uses for every lady who 
walks into his line of 


I walked up the steps 
slowly and was jammed 
by a security guard in a 
grey safari suit. “I don’t 
know.” he shrugged off 
my casual-sounding 
question, and jerked his 
left thumb over his left 
shoulder. "See that man 
in a suit like mine, near 
the box? Ask him.” I did. 
Ditto reply. He arched 
his mean eyebrow to¬ 
wards a real natty Sikh 
in a navy blue suit, who 
looked straight out of 
the silver screen. "Ask 
him.” 1 did again, but 
this time showing him 
the press card I was car¬ 
rying. 

The rich baritone and 
sheer class would have 
had Amitabh Bachchan 
clearing his throat. “The 
gentleman in the ex¬ 
treme left seat,” smd Mr 
Baritone Singh, “that’s 
Brar aaheb”. He had 
meanwhile monitored 
me, my equipment, ev¬ 
erything, in one quick 
look, head downwards. 

In two minutes Lt-Gen 
K.S. Brar, PVSM, 
AVSM, VrC, General 
Officer Commanding-in- 
Chief. Eastern Com¬ 
mand would get up, 
walk down and go on the 
tracks to present the 
massive Army Cup 
(almost larger than the 
Army chief himself) to 
Messrs V.K. Chaudhuri, 
H.H. Sookias, B.M. Var- 
ma and Harish Gorsia, 
proud owners of the 
three-year-old chestnut 
colt Sandbagger, who 
had charged through 
2,000 metres a minute 
ago with jockey Burke 
jubilantly smiling at 
trainer John Stephens. 

It was now or never. I 
squeezed the button. 
And the affable Mr Brar 
turned, put down his 
binoculars and smiled. 
“Thank you,” he said. 
Cheese! 





















Hospitalisation expenses, 
y / I esp^ially after reti rement 
\ A are dimcult to bear. 

That’s why I will start 
providing for them, now! 



Never before an insurance 
scheme like this! 




BHAMSHYA 

AR@GYA 


After rctiitment, hospitalisation upcnscs can 
drain the family of its hard tamed savings. That is 
why you should start preparing now to &ce any 
eventuality. 

GICs new unique BHAVlSin'A 
A R 9 G Y A can mdced prove to be your 
support in times of need. 

You pay premium in aifordableannuai 
instalments during your working life. 

And BHAVISim a R « G Y a provides you 
with hospitalisadon/domiciliaty hospitaiisaddn 
expenses upmRs. 50,000 fbrthe rest of your life, 
from the retirtment age you have selected. 

The limit per illness, mrwever, is Rs. 20,000. 


The retirement age sclcaed by you could be 
any age between 55 years and 60 years. 

You can increase the benefit amount of 
Rs. 50,000 m multiples of Rs. 10,000 by paying 
additional proportionate premium. 

Premium varies with age at entrv and 
retirement age scleaed by tou. 

(Please refer premium taolc) 

Whar’s more, there is no need for a medical 
check-up. Even a statement of health is not 
required. 

In case you wish to withdraw from the 
scheme, or should the unforeseen happen to you, 
a substantial portion of the premium paid wul be 
refunded to vou/vour assignee provided no claim 
has been made till then. 


ANNUAL PKBMIUM (ui Kt.) per Ec. 50,000 nun innutd 
INDICATIVE TABLE 


A^ofEnm* 

((xxnpfettd 

Yean) 

Retirenient Age (Running Age) 

5$ M 57 SS 59 60 

25 
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44 

41 

38 
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69 
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59 
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338 
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1335 

1073 
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75.3 
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564 

55 
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One-nine lump nini proniuffl pivmnii fikiliiY Uso mulablt 


Annual premium uptoRs 3,000 is exempted 
from Income Tax under Section SOD. Group 
schemes with discount are also available for 
corporate clients. 

Some of the other household/peisonal 
insurance schemes for you: 

Yearly MEDICLAIM to cover hospitalisation 
expenses for self and family. 


OVERSEAS MEDICLAIM to cover emergency 
medical expenses in foreign exchange whife 
travelling abiuad. 

HOUSEHOLDER’S COMPREHENSIVE to 
cover loss agamst fire, timing, floods, riots, 
strikes, burgury, etc. 

PROFESSIONAL INDEMNITY to cover 
against legal liability for lawyers, doaors, 
accountants and othos. 

PERSONAL ACCIDENT to cover disabilities 
or death due to accidents. 

For mom mfommtion contact any off tea of our 
operating companies ir> your locality. 

GENERAL INSURANCE CORPORATION OF INDIA 

Indusinal Assunmn BuMng. Chuichgale. Bombay-WO 020 
Operating Companies 

1 

NATIONAL INSUHANCE COMPANY UMtlED 



THE NEW INDIA ASStIMNCE COMPANY UMtlED 



THE OflIEHTAL INSURANCE COAWAHY LIMITED 

UWTEO mtHA mSUIUNCE COMPANY UMITiD 
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Vital tips 
for exciting writing 
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our bike 
It's ulwnys been your first love 
Something you hold close to youi 
hedti And tdke rare to see that it 
stays in good sfiape 
But did you know there's one part in 
youi hike whicfi means so much to 
It? It's first love so t(' say 

It's the Cham 

Diamond Super Chain. 

The chain that every hike 
manufacturer chooses to fit in his 
bike Wheifier it i--* fctjdoot. Heio 
Honda, Yamaha, TVS Su/uki, 
Kawasaki Bajaj, Bullei, Yezdi 


But why Diamond Super? 

It's made by Tl Diamond Cham Ltd., 
in technical collaboration with 
Diamond Chain Co., USA 
It has very low elongation Undergoes 
surface hardening for longer life. 

Has thicker plates for greater 
strength. And is pre-lubricated for 
silent, smooth polbrmance. 

With all this, chances are, you won't 
have to replace your original 
Diamond Super For a long time. 

But when you do. Insist on anothw 
Diamond Super Chain only. 

Your bike will love you for it 





product 


IIAMOND SUPERS 

Some tNngsIn II bHwshoulcl stay origliiaL 


-•vr 


HTA 7647 





VOICES 


UMiMUMeiitMIfleouldflivva 

|i%tMio|(to ourbusftwM. 
-jlOMlIOf PQflChSB 

' 4MtfCfQwdSi WsoMMWt Afford to 
tor fMs ond that 


kENNART JOHANSSON. 
Iffoiddent of European FootbaH 
IMOn (UEFA) in his new year 
ineeMgeto the soccer community. 


when irnormed that Buster 
Optigtas warded to 'take him on.’ 

IMt everylMng In my game, t 
toant to win every potot If I can’t 
do toat, I am ahva]^ hying to 
nnove my o ppo ne n t around and 
aoMng up the next point It is the 
wayiplay.” 

UEANOER PAES, evaluates his 
game style. 


"Well there’s only one 
word—dlsappoiiiting. My wait 
tor breaks will coidinue. There’s 
no question of that feeling. It’s a 
toot And I’m learning to live with 
It" 

W. B. RAMAN on his fnistration 
about not making it to the Indian XI, 
though he was in the squad. 


"Our are getting things too 

early and too enlly. They are 
not ready to make any 
sacrifloes. They are grabtong 
whatever benefits are coming 
their way. They do not know 
what is ^ meaning of working 
hard." 

KAPIL DEV, forwards the reason 
behind the dearth of fast bowlers in 
the country. 




fete 


"iftheieisaplayeMiirhoean ' 
come back, he Is the oito.” 

At last swneone feels mat Bjom > 
Borg does stand a chance. He is 
none odierthan me U.S. Open 
champ, PETE SAMPRAS. 

"I won the World Championship 
in ttie final minutes of the yew. 
Sift I do not forget that the yaw 
01^ started With a tragedy.” 
KASPAROV, referrir^ to the 
tlKtusarxls of Armeniems who had 
to flee Baku after ethnic clashes 
wtth Azerbaijanis. He decided to 
seiime $1 million tntohy and 
distribute the prokts to the 
Armenians. 

"TMa yew i hope they are ready 
tor me. I’ve put atot (d thougM 
kito my dadsion but I think ymi 
will see me there timi yeiir wid i 
hope people are rewly for tt." 
ANDRE AGASSI on his plans to 
play Wimbledon this year. But he 
(toes not plan to change his image 
to suit the dress code of 
tiMmbiedon. 


"I usually don’t get excited over 
a first round win but ttiis Is 
probably the most Important 
firat rounder evm. Whan you 
have five faults in a row it makes 
you want to have a lobotomy 
right there.” 

PAM SHRIVER, former No. 3 after 
her first comeback victory against 
Isabel Cueto in the New Swth 
Wales Tennis Open. 
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PRIVATE 
EYE 


WE LOOK 
WHERE 
WE'RE NOT 
SUPPOSED TO 


ENGLAND’S MAJOR 
PROBLEM 


Message In A Bottle 


E NGLAND’S sporting problems have 

reached such a point that even the Prime 
Minister has decided to step in. The new 
Prime Minister, that is, Mr John Major. Major 
advised England’s much belaguered cricketers 
to adopt a monastic lifestyle so that they could 
reverse their fluctuating fortunes in Australia. 

Not that the advice has helped. The 
Englishmen have lost the Ashes and don’t even 
figure in the World Series Cup final: New 
Zealand have that honour. 


THE HEIGHT OP AMBITION 



Even John Major’s messages didn’t reach the 
Englishmen on time 

Major, a keen ticket supporter said that the 
players, “should abstain from every kind of 
indulgence and even take cold baths. The 
Prime Minister proposed to communicate the 
idea to the English management. “1 am 
proposing to telegraph the advice to Graham 
Gooch,’’ he said. 

The British Posts and Telegraph must have 
lost the message cos’ nothing good has come out 
of it. 


Growing In The Bockstreets 


EET DAVID 


Ha’aaBritiah 
kid and the kind of guy 
who’s going to climb 
diazy l^hts. This of 
course has got 
nothing to do with his 
height. David at the 
age of 14 is 6ft 2in tall. 

David is a very 
special kid. He’s also 
black and boys of his 
race are not really 
given special 
privileges In the 
Queen’s England. 
Nevertheless, he is 
exactly the kind of 
cricketer the English 
team would love to 
have among their 
ranks. His Is the kind 
of cricket that is 
played In the back 
streets of Brixton. 
David grew up playing 
that kind of cricket 
and It has now 
become a passion for 
him. He is going to be 
one of the 
beneficiaries of a 
£200,000 fund of the 
Surrey Cricket Youth 
Year. This is a 
programme which Is 
to recruit young and 
talented black fast 
bowlers for the 
English cricket team. 



Thompson's backstreet dreams 
are slowly coming true 

They have a patron In 

none other than PM ^ 

John Major. David 

l^ays die game well 

and was talented 

enough to be chosen 

for the Ernest Bevin 


M ike TYSON 
sure misses 
being the 
world champion, 
nowadays. In fact, 
he’s real impatient to 
get a crack at the 
title. After our usual 
bit of looking around 
for information we 
heard that he was in 
Mexico City, 
recently. The 
champ—should we 
call him that?—is 
real mad at Holyf ield 
for fighting 
Foreman first He is 
prepared to‘kill’ 





DYING TO WIN 


Giv'en It Good 


Holyfield for it, 
according to the 
latest. 

Tyson said of 
Hol^ield, “I don’t 
know if he’s scared. 1 
won’t say that, But 
he could make a lot 
more money fighting 
me than Foreman. 
And if I fight him, 
he’s dead. I’ll kUl 
him.” 

He also did a little 





















PERFECT SPITZ 


School. H»pwyt for 
tho Surrey Under*14t 
ami is ba^ coached 
SyGaofriMiioldof 
Sunvy who many rate 
as the beat In the 
counby. The boy haa 
thehHMiciaaaical 
action of a top-elaaa 
boartar and pace to go 
wmitt. 

So devoted la DavM 
to ttie game that he 
can be aean playing 


‘Pan’-^that’a what the 
ground at the Brixton 
tenement la 
caHed—with a cheat 
cold and the wind 
howling through the 
fMa-^He’e 
hyperactive,” aald hie 
father. "Noworriea 
about him outgrowing 
Me atrength. A good 
day for him ie to play 
two gamea of football 
with cricket in 
between. But I have to 
remind him of hie 
etudlee.” 

Surrey ien’t too 
Intereated about hie 
academic record. If he 
can make It to the 
England team ae a 
ciaea bowler, etudlee 
be damned. Ha’e the 
one they’re backing 
for ttw next Aahea 
aeriaa.Forwhat7To 
open the bowling, of 
oourael 


Tyaon: Spending the rest of 
hie days In frustration 




bit of showing-off in 
front of the 
Mexicans (the 
’I-know-it-all kind’). 
When they asked him 
about the scene in 
the Gulf, however, he 
declined to comment. 
But when they asked 
him if he really beat 
up his ex-wife Hobin 
Givens he said 
through an 
interpreter* “She 
deserved everything 
she received.” 

Eve^hing except 
the alimony you had 
to pay. Righ^ Mike? 


E verybody 

knows by now 
that Mark Spitz 
is working on a 
comeback. In 1972, he 
set the pool on fire 
when he swam his 
way into the record 
bo(As with seven gold 
medals. Today at the 
age of 39—and widi 
some very good swim 
times behind 
him—Spitz is all set to 
try and set Barcelona 
on fire in 1992. 


Spitz Is all set to 
make history. 

That’s if he’s chosen 
Inset: ’The Flume' 

As regards his 
chances of a 
successful comeback, 
they’re pretty bright. 
He has been 
subjected to rigorous 
stroke tests in the 
Flume, an 

underwater treadmill 
that gauges his 
stamina and allows 
trainers to analyse 
his arm movements. 
"They told me that 
my stroke was close 
to perfect,” Spitz 
said. 

Yes. it’s going to be 
exactly 20 years since 
Spitz had his first 
date with destiny in 
Munich. This time 
he’ll be coming 
along—if he is 
chosen—as the eldest 
strokesman of the US 
swim team. 

Barcelona seems to 
be coming one stroke 
at a time. 








Ch9!tra>U SHB 


At the 

National Housing Bank, 
we have a mission to 
aca)mplish. 

To help make wery 
Indian’s onc e in a lifetime 
dream come ime. 

A dream of a house 
of one’s own 


Making shelter possible on 
this stale is a daunting 
challenge. 

But for NHB’s band of 
dalicated professionals — 
drawn fiom various 
disciplines — it Is the life-force __ 

of their mfcsioa fliost privilegcd bcfl 

A dedicated commitment * ^ 



ome of our 


An impiring diallenge 

NUB was thus bom of a 
commitment to the housing 
ficxAis of an entire naticHi. 
I’wo years ago. 

As a wholly (jwned 
subsidiary of the Reserve 
Bank of India. 

An ajx^c institution to 
promote, strengthen and 
.sup}X)rt the counuy’s housing 
finance system. 

Working towards the goal 
of “Shelter For All”. With the 
motto “Small Man First”. 

The task btrfbre us is truly 
.stupendous. 

What with a colossal 
shortage of housing. Scaae 
buildable land Kscalating 
construction c(«Ls. And 
housing becoming 
increasingly unaffordable for 
a huge segment of our 
jxjpulation. 


NHB’s flagship pregramme 
- the unique Home Loan 
Acxxtunt Sclieme — is a 
reflection of that commitment 

A scheme that makes 
owning a house a possibility 
for every Indian. 

But NHB Ls aist) promoting 
the cause of housing in other 
ways. 

By refinancing loaas to 
intlMduaLs through iMiks, 
housing finance companies 
and exxperative institutioas. 

Fadlitating project loans for 
land develcpment to public 
agencic*s, professional 
developers and cxxperaiives. 

Supporting rental housing 
{projects. 

Assisting building material 
industries. 

In feet, NHB lias already' 
disbursed over Rs. 250 crores. 
To help provide shelter to 
over one lakh femilies. 

Our .sights are .s« even 
higher in the years to come. 

On the long journey ahead 
that we are determinal to 
cxrmplae. 


Housing for millions. We’re making it happen. 

I_ 



eficiaries have only a dream in their pockets. 
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Bobby Robson’s team from the Netherlands 
conquered the hearts of football fans in the country 
while exposing the poor standard of Indian football 















By BOBBY ROBSON 


T hat winter 
morning in 
Calcutta 
began with a 
novel 

experience. I 
had never seen a white 
tiger before; neither did 
1 know such a creature 
actually existed. So, 
when early that cold 
Sunday morning we 
went to the zoo, which 


people and so much 
enthusiasm for just an 
exhibition match. 1 was 
impressed. 

In Eindhoven we too 
have a nice stadium, 
though its capacity is 
only about 28000. But, 
for even an Eindhoven 


their brains more than 
their counterparts in the 
rest of the country. They 
have got more skUl, and 
they have a better 
perception of modern 
footb^ than others. 

Of course, I mvist say, 

1 was also told not to 


drink a drop of water in 
this city. If I did, I wotild 
get jaundice, th^ said. 

But now I think I can tell 
you with confidence all 
that was sheer 
nonsense. 

It was so sad that after 
hearing so much about 
Calcutta’s football no 
one could really impress 



was so close to our hotel 
I was pleasantly 
surprised to see a white 
Indian tiger basking in 
the caressing winter 
sun. 

‘ In the afternoon there 
was another surprise in 
store for me. The 
massive Salt Lake 
Staditim bursting with 
excitement with about 
100,000 people 
cheering, 

hollering, and waiting 
expectantly for the 
match to begin. I never 
expected to see so many 


match not more than 
25,000 people gather 
over there. Even fewer 
people come to see a 
match with our main 
local rival Ajax 
Amsterdam. So. for me 
and the boys in ray team, 
it was really 
mind-blowmg 
In fact, I h^ heard a 
lot about Calcutta even 
before landing here. 
They said that Calcutta 
still possesses the cream 
of the country's 
footballing talent. 
Players over here use 
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I So, it was imperative for 
' a8tochang:eour 
strategy 
In Delhi and 
Bangalore, 1 could not 
field Jerald Kanenbci g, 
because of his ankle 
injury. Bui at the team 
meeting in Calcutta lie 
said he was lit, and 1 
immediately decided to 
! lake him in the team. 

I Foi', he is my main 
1 scJiciner, Jleis 
I extremely intelligent, 

: can figure out the 
opponents'garaeplan 
instantly. 1 calculated 
that he would be able to 
lure out one defender 
from the Indian side, 
creating, in the process, 
a wide gap for us to 
exploit. The two wingers 
Kalusha and Ellerman 
was supposed to get help 
from Bossman, 
hovering around a little 
behind them to make use 
of the gap in the Indian 
defence. 

I was worried when in 
the first fifteen minutes 
my plan did not work. 

To have 100,000 people 
cheering for you is an 
electrifying experience. 

It can inspire even an 
ordinary side to a rare 
level of excellenc-e And 
when we realised the 
Indian eleven was 
drawing on that vast, 
rousing, inexhaustible 
source of inspiration, we 
decided to change the 
pace of the game, 
slowmg it down to 
retain our control on the 
match. 

Fanenberg again was 
the man in charge for 
this. He has often done 
this before me Our club 
officials also have 
tremendous confidence 
in him. Like Gullit, his 
mother is Dutch, and 
father Surinamese. But 
unlike Gullit, ho will 
never change his club or 
go out of Holland for 







It wos so sad that offer 
hearing so much obout 
Calcutta's footboll no 
one could reolly impress 
meosopioyer^ 
intemationol 
standord.1. 







































greener pastures. All 
PSV players are 
superbly looked after by 
the club For instance, 
Panenberg has got a 
contract that entitles 
him to a post-retirement 
annual pension of 
$20,000 till he is 60 
years old. When 
someone has his future 
so well secured, he can 
gfive his life for the club. 
And as expected it was 
Fanenberg who 
eventually brought 
about the game under 
control, paving the way 
for the first goal in the 
25th minute through 
Ellerman. 

We did not have to 
look back again. 

T he day before the 
match an Indian 
coach wondered 
why we were taking the 
exhibition matches so 
seriously. Why 
shouldn't we? After 
returning to Holland, 
we would be right back 
into the thick of the 
league championship. 
So, 1 had told the boys 
we were not here on 
holiday IthatTlobe 
business as usual In the 
ten days that we were in 
India 1 put my boys 
through more than 
twelve practice sessions 
So, you can realise 
how serious we were. 

Ever since I became 
coach of Eindhoven, the 
club has played eight 
exhibition matches. We 
lost only once, in 
Barcelona. Even though 
that's quite an 
impressive track record, 
on Sunday evening, 
immediately adter the 
Calcutta match, 1 
received phone calls 
from Eindhoven asking 
why the goal margin 
was not as big as the 
previous matches. And 1 
had to explain it all. Can 
you believe that? 


It seemed in India a lot 
of people expected us to 
show total football, 
simply because the idea 
itself is traditionally 
associated with Dutch 
soccer. What they did 
not know is that total 
football still remains 
more a concept than 
reality. The only man 
who had the vision and 
the resources to put it 
into practice was Rinus 
Michels. But then one 
must remember in his 
time he had players like 
Johan Cruyff, Neeskens 
in their prime. In fact, 
he had eleven complete 
footballers in his squad. 
Where can you find such 
players now? Some of 
Michels' boys sent 
risky passes even in 
their own defence zone. 
But that kind of football 
is no longer in vogue. In 
fact, we cannot afford to 
play that system 
anymore. 

You must have noticed 
that none of my boys 
ever resorted to rough 
tactics in any of the 
matches. On the other 
hand one of the 
Nigerians in the 
Calcutta match even 
spat on one of my 
players. That was not 
fair. Whenever 1 send 
my boys into the 
ground. 1 tell them play 
well, play beautifully. 
Entertain the 
connoisseur. 

Coming on such a 
short and hectic tour, it 
is impossible for me to 
diagnose your problems. 
But 1 think there are 
serious organisational 
lapses on the part of 
those who rule the 
game. I suggest you 
give a lot of emphasis on 
school football, like 
England does. Make 
soccer compulsory in 
schools just as we have 
done. For, that is where 
talent begins to blossom. 
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WIMBLEDON’ 


Y OU may not even miss R. 
Tanner, absent from 
Wimbledon after 11 
generally productive 
years, but for early 
awakening teimis 
degenerates in America, and the 
fol^ responsible for televising the 
Big W back to the States, he will 
forever be enshrined as St Roscoe. 

St. Roscoe’s call of natiire—a 
wrong number as it turned 
out—was the answer to the 
big>doUar prayers of the NBC-TV 
task force just five years ago when 







significant impression on the 
colonials of North America. Until 
Roscoe Tanner’s gallant five-set 
holding action, against the 
chAmpion Bjorn Borg in the 1979 
final, Americans could take 
Wimbledon On telly or leave it 
alone—mostly the latter. 
Although the final has been 
beamed to the United States for 
more than 20 years, it was, prior 
to 1979, deUvered in a limp 
taped-and-condensed form, seen 
five or six hours after the fact on a 
Saturday afternoon. By the time 
the telecast appeared the result 


was generally known. As my 
Uncle Studley says “This is as 
thrilling as marrying a woman 
after you’ve lived writh her for a 
couple of years." 

The delayed concept may seem 
as ghastly to you as it is, and 
possibly imbelievable that 
Wimbledon wouldn’t be seen live. 
But the tournament, despite its 
pre-eminence, wasn’t considered 
commercially strong enough to 
risk showing as it happened: that 
is, starting at 9 a.m. in the 
Eastern US and 6 a.m. on the West 
Coast. 

Presenting tennis at those 
hours on a Saturday morning 
seemed as reasonable as piping a 
Golda Meir documentary into 
Damascus. The viewing audience 
would be about the size of 
Twiggy’s waistline. True, 
American TV sets are extremely 
well attended on Saturday 
mornings, but then the fans are 
juveniles and the fare cartoons. 
Could tennis possibly go up 
against Loony Tunes and survive? 
As likely as Tom devouring Jerry, 
was the conventional thought. 

Yet the executive producer of 
NBC Sport at the time, a big, 
young, persuasive guy, named 
Don Ohlmeyer, boldly believed 
otherwise. Ohlmeyer felt that the 
immediacy of allowing Americans 
to eavesdrop on a Centre Court 
battle in progress, and watch 
every stroke, would overcome the 
obst^les, chiefly the American 
sporting public's unfamiliarity 
with Wimbledon and indeed life in 
all places at such an 
imsympathetic hour on a 
non-working day. 

Nevertheless, Ohlmeyer sold it 
to his superiors, and a minion, 
Robert Basche, coined a phrase 
that has enter^ the American 
sporting lexicon: ‘Breakfast at 
Wimbledon’. 


T he only consoling thought 
when Tanner came throu^ 
was his American origin. But 
he had the charisma of a 
cigar store Indian and 
visions of a quick knockout.. 


But what kind of breakfast? A 
beigel and a cup of coffee would 
have been more than enough to 
get you though last year’s dawn 
execution of Chris Lewis by John 
McEzmie. A final such as that 
would probably have finished off 
‘Breakfast at Wimbledon’ before it 
got out of the flying pan in 1979. 

What NBC desired was a match 
as long and satisfying as a good 
old English breakfast of kippers, 
porridge, eggs, sausage and 
bacon, plenty of toast and 



Tanner is also remembered for 
his big serves 


marmalade, bolstered by 
innumerable cups of tea—a match 
to linger over (garnished virith 
iimiunerable revenue-yielding 
commercials), and one that might 
even intrude on lunch. 

But despite the lack of 
enthusiasm at upper network 
levels the commitment was 
nevertheless made to an 
innovative Wimbledon-as-is 
production. However, as the 
climactic Saturday neared, with 
Borg the archangel of Centre 
Court looking more divinely 
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when Tanner came throug^h was 
his American origin. But he had 
the charisma of a cigar store 
Indian and visions of a quick 
knockout, audience withdrawal, 
and {that time to fill made the 
NBC camp tense as the traditional 
2 p.m. starting hour approached. 
Tanner, in his little orphan Annie 
coiffure, as tightly permed as ovur 
nerves, didn’t have a prayer to put 
the fight on Borg. But does any 
saint-to-be arise knowing this will 
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A lucrative pay day tor doublea 
winnara Ray Moore (left) and 
Roacoe Tanner. Tfw left handed 
Tanner alao aerved his way to 
the $22,880 ainglea prize 

be the day he earns his wings? 

Apprehension was the theme as 
Donald Dell and 1, the 
conunentators, walked towards 
the broadcast booth with 
Ohlmeyer. Puffing on a cigarette, 
the boss said to Dell (who was also 
Tanner's agent), ‘Can your guy at 
least win a set?’ 

*I woldn’t bet much on it,’ Dell 
replied frankly. Tanner's 
wrongness as a finalist wasn’t the 
only problem. Ohlmeyer had just 
learned that the All England Club 
wouldn’t budge on the starting 
time for his grand experiment, 
customarily the players marched 
on at 1.50 with the first ball to be 
struck in anger at two precisely. 
That was no good for NBC, 
scheduled to come on the air at 
two, with about five minutes of 
build-up, plus the necessary and 
lucrative commecials. 

Ohlmeyer had assumed the AEC 
would be amenable to a 
five-minute delay, which has since 
been granted. Wrong, said the 
clubbies. 

But Saint Roscoe saved the day, 
at both ends. Dell got to him a few 
minutes before the walk-on and 
explained NBC’s predicament. Tie 
your shoes a lot just after the 
knock up’, was one suggestion. 
Roscoe improved on that. As he 
and Borg were making the walk 
from the changing room, St 
Roscoe stopped, saying he heard a 
call of nature which couldn’t be 
put on hold. Could they deny a 
condemned man his last wish? He 
vanished to a loo where he 
remained, though the call was 
wrong number, for the crucial five 
minutes. 

But he wasn’t finished with his 
patriotic stint on behalf of the 
homeland network. Once the 
match began tardily, but with the 
requisite precis fully shown, 
Roscoe began to play like a saint. 
When Tanner won the first set the 
cheering from the NBC 
pi^uction unit could be heard in 
Calais. It was going to be a match, 
not a slaughter so much ao that 





American 


the Yank damned near won in five 
sets. 

‘Breakfast at Wimbledon’ was a 
critical and financial 8000 * 688 , and 
got tastier with the McEnroe/Borg 
epics of 1980/81 and Connors’ 
five-set unseating of McEnroe in 
1982. By the time we at last got a 
clinker in Ijewis-McEnroe. 
‘Breakfast at Wimbledon’ was so 


DO 


AMERICAN AlWw 


well established that the men’s 
final was moved to Sunday and 
even the Ladies’ final gets the live 
treatment on Saturd'ay 
It’s a double breakfast portion 
now, but we wouldn’t be doing it 
at all if Saint Roscoe hadn’t held 
off a couple of 

dragons—traditional start and 
Bjorn Borg—five years ago. • 
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RECIPE FOR AN AMERICAN WORLD CUP: 
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I planet. Americans may not have grown up with 
soccer, but where their forefathers came from 
I this simple, addictive, resilient game was and 
still is a part of life. 

T he fact is that our baby will, for one month in 
the baseball season of '94, be in your han'ds. 
Please care for it 

I’m confident that we can do a trade. If we 
rather backward people in the arts of 
presentation come with an openness to learn, will 
you try to share the ethos that makes srxicer the 
No 1 passion in 165 nations'^ 

To achieve this two-way pull, we might have to 
ask you to take, with a large pinch of salt, the 
utterances of soccer’s intcu iiat ional governing 
body, FIFA. Its president, Joao Havi lange, and 
his men are entrepreneurs. They fet4 it is thei r 
duty to keep chasing an ever bigger marketpliMie 
for ever more millions of player.s, and profits. 

Fine, business is business. Not so fiiu- is the 
bargaining Havelange keeps attempting with itie 
basic tenets of the game. He lulvix.ates split ting 
playing time into four quarters (to enhance U S 
television advertising rights) and enlarging the 
goals (to pander to those who leduee a game ot 11 
versus 11 into a simpleton’s O K Oorral 
shootout) 

Both changes are crass The first would destroy 
the rhythm and pattern of a game of Iwo halves; 
the second would presuppose that goats are the 
game. 

They are not. Goals arc the end product of a 
sport pitting attack against defense- a game 
that, we are told, 15 million young Amci icans 
play despite the fact lliat the pledged U S major 
outdoor league for 1 appears remote 
But those youths, and certainly many 
Americans, thoroughly appreciate that soccer 
has an almost primitive feeling of touch and 
movement It is a bewitching t hing to beholci a 
great player in the outfield attempting to impose: 
his will on that round ball at his feel (hence 
football, not soccer 1 Dribbling the ball, 
controlling it, pa.ssingit, and challenging arc 
embcxiied in a contest, team against team, 
scoring or not. 

T hat is why, from Brazil to Bulgaria, I'rom 
China to Cameroon, a skilled 0-0 match can be 
recognised as more I’ewarding than a 
slapdash gi^me heavy with goals hut light on 
quality. 

So why did U S. observers in Italy last .summer 
report that so many tied matclies represented a 
boredom Amenea simply could never sell'^ Partly 
because FIFA’s concept and its timing brings out 
the worst in teams 

That view should, if honesty prevails, be 
brought home to Havelange at the end of this 
year FIFA has put Michel Platini onto a working 
group seeking ways to overcome negative play, 
and Platini, a visionary of the outfield before 
retiring to manage the French national team. 
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O NCE again 
questions 
haveanseii 
of ) list wiiai 
isaprofessumal Cuul 
and when siiouki ii )m- 
I punished b,v a 
I playeriM'xpui.awn'' 
FIKA ruj'ht wc!l l«; 
Ix-iKiii.y itifis'iuindK 

I tot.fi:;-iiroiiieui ’J'lie 

I over 

I IJje f'j' i''*o.‘;iuoa.l foul 
j tiegai! !asi laonth by 
i I iheseodoLgoffofthe 
, , Arsenal er.ntre-half 
i i Tuny Adams at 
: j Liitoii It shows no 
! I sign of abating, 
i I Many years ago 
! ' now, the English 
League bravely and 
constructively 
: introduced unilater- 

! ally—a new 

j dispensation. If a 
j defender brought 
j down a forward who. 
i in the view of the 

I referee, was going 
' through to score. 

I then automatically he 
was sent off. 
j The .so called 
! “professional foul 
! an absolute 
! euphemi.sin, would no 
j longer be aval labli ■ to 

I a cynical and beaten 
I dofonder. Chop a map 
j down, and the 
j offender would be 
j banished 

11 all seemwl a little 
too giHKi to be t rue. 

' and so it proved. Joao 
Havelango, the 
du ruble but forever 
I amti'oversial and 

I cntK.ised 1’i‘esidenl of 
! FIFA..I man whose 

; oi’igiriai sixu’t was 

j wao I'p.tu-avily 

; intci ■, 

Tl'i i \ ' ■Tb.lil 

IjCagiir 1 ic f!i'on'pfl 

had actc;; oiu'su 
J FIFA saiM.t 1 ".' and 

must repeal 1 Ir.ir ir.w 
I law immt?(Uu!ely 

There was nothing 


FtFA’s FAIR-PUY FOUL-UP 


for it. alas, but to 
obey 

So for many years 
past, the professional 
foul has still been 
available to the 
cynical defender. A 
forward who has used 
his speed and skill to 
get through a defence 
can be brought down 
within sight of a goal, 
and all he will gain is 
a generally 
unproductive free 
kick. 

Things suddenly 
iuid unexpectedly 
chang-ed on the eve of 
the 1990 World Cup. 
All at once, and with 
absurdly scant notice. 
Havelange and his 
FIFA cronies decided 
something must be 
done about dirty play. 

The rule against 
the professional foul 
was taken abruptly 
onboard. Players 
who offended in this 
manner would, in the 
World Cup. be sent 
off. Well, as we all 
know, some of them 
were, some of them 
were not. Matches 
like that between 
Egypt and Holland 
showed the wildest 
anomalies. 

So did the opening 
game between the 
Cameroons and 
Argentina when 
Michel Vautret, for 
long a valued and 
respected referee, 
seemed totally to lose 
his beai'ings under 
the new FIP’A 
instructions, sending 
off a Cameroon player 
for a foul on Claudio 
Caniggia of 
Argentina which 
seemed almost trivial. 


The World Cup 
over, FIFA embodied 
the new dispensation 
into the laws of the 
game. In future, if a 
referee deemed that a 
defensive foul had 
thwarted a player 
who was going on to 
sc“ore, he was off. 
Inside or outside the 
penalty box, it made 
no difference. 

This was the great 
departure from the 
English rule. A foul 
in the penalty box 
.should automatically 
mean a penalty 
which, for the 
Football Leag'ue, was 
sufficient 

punishment in itself. 
Net for FIFA. If the 
referee thought a foul 
in the box had 
prevented a goal, 
then off went the 
offender. 

As Tony Adams 
went off at Luton. 

Arsenal second in 
the League, were a 
goal up against 


Luton. Ian Oowie, the 
Luton and Northern 
Ireland 

TOntre-forward, got 
past Tony Adams on 
the appalling plastic 
pitch. Adams could 
not turn in 
time—who can, on 
that ghastly 
surface?'-and when 
he did manage to 
recover, brought 
Dowiedown. 

Philip Dcm. the 
referee, not only gave 
penalty to Luton, 
from which they 
scored but sent 
Adams off into the 
bargain. 

There was a lot of 
sympathy for Adams, 
a lot of criticism for 
Don. But wa.s either 
justifted? Theirs not 
to reason why. you 
might say about 
referees. For the new 
FIFA ruling is crystal 
clear. When an 
attackei' is fouled, 
and the referee thinks 


















;be is in a position to 
V ' scoi«, tbeninsiGieor 
. • outside the penalty 
; ^ - hox; the offender 
must be expelled. 

Mr Don is one of the 
" younger English 
referees in the 
English League and 
in my view very much 
one of the better ones. 
He has plenty of guts, 
as he showed a couple 
of Weeks earlier at 
Liverpool when he 
refuel the home side 
a penalty against 
Manchester City in 
front of the notorious 
Kop. 

Liverpool at Anfield 
have gained from 
many a contentious 
penalty, but Mr Don 
most emphatically 
wasn’t going to have 
it. What he did at 
Luton was his duty, 
no more, no less 
What we have to ask 
is whether such a 
duty is fair and 
rational? 

I don’t think it i,s, 
Let us take up one of 
the most manifest 
anomalies in the FIFA 
ruling—handling the 
ball does not 
constitute a foul 
which demands 
expulsion. 

Why not? 
Pi'esumably the 
sub-text must be that 
it is not, in itself, 
violent. Yet it is an 
appallingly unfair' 
and cynical kind of 
foul. A ball is .saihug 
into the net, the 
goalkeeper is beaten, 
and a defender on the 
goal-line punches the 
ball away. 

In Rugby Union, 
there is such a thing 
as a penalty try. 

When the referee 
thinks a try would 
have been scored had 


a foul not been 
committed, it is 
within his remit to 
award a try. But a 
soccer referee cannot 
award a goal. 

So the defender has 
a good chance of 
profit from his sin. 
For the award is not 
that of a goal, but that 
of a penalty 
kick—which mayor 
may not be converted. 

The penalty kicker 
may put the ball 
outside the posts, or 
over the bar. The 
goalkeeper may bring 
off a save. In either 
case, a certain goal 
has been averted. And 
the offender, the man 
who has handled the 
ball, still stays on the 
field. Justice? A 
mfx;ker.y of it. 

Havelangehas 
never shown much 
sensitivity or insight 
into soccer. He does 
not seem really to 
understand it. Had he 
done so, he would 
long ago have 
incorporated the 
professional foul rule 
invented by the 
English League. he 
would have given the 
World Cup ’90 
referees docent notice 
and he would nave 
thought out the 
problems of fouls 
inside and outside the 
penalty box, 

L'or what of a foul 
in the box when the 
pbr.ci .iiri '.’OT-:f. 
in a position to scor< 

A penalty kick, in al I 
conscience and all 
cases, is surely 
punishment enough. 
The whole point of the 
professional foul was 
to punish offences on 
the edge of the box. 

Synd^tAd hy P A PAAtures 

BY BRUIN fiUUmUE 


opposes the myopic remedy of enlarged goals. 
During the World Cup, he threw his arms into the 
air in Bologna and lamented. "These guys are too 
tired. It is too hot and humid. the World Cup is 
held at the wrong time of year " 

His point, from personal experience in Mexico 
four years previously, is that .squeezing a 
52-match tournament into an invariably 
sweltering summer month is sheer purgatory 
Players are worn out after 10-month seasons 
for their clubs. They arrive injui-ed and with their 
energy at its lowest. And then, because FIFA’s 
World Cup is a 24-team TV shindmg, they arc 
grilled under the sun and become cautious 
because the system favors survival, 

Will Platini dare tell FIF'A what he said in 
Bologna? Could FIFA negotiate a new time slot 
with clubs tliat pay millions wages to players .so 
that the showpiece is held at the hegiuiiing, not 
the end, of the season‘d 

Even if he does, there is mo way rect ilicatioii 
will arrive by 1994 Already, 'V,i Amencari cities 
are offering stadium.s from whicl' FIFA will 
select 11, the stadiums will thci, need iinno! '' 
modifications, such as gra.s.s fields 
Then there is the vexing probli m * >t! he 
unwanted!] Stelevision ngtits At tnf'.tari ol 
last year, FIFA had boasted that ’'inciedible hut 
true. fcKitball has set the IJ S, alight Tht reality 
was that, when the U.S team oppo.sed Italy's team 
in Rome, not I million Amencan householrls 
tuned in to watch 

F IFA’s formula is tclovision-adverfising sport 
Crucial to that is peimicter advertising tliat, 
after interminable wrangling, wdl lie ruled by 
a new company, "World Cup yd Marketing Inc 
Revenues " The profit.s will go no-rio, to World 
Cup USA 94 and ISL the Adidas-cont rolled 
marketing partiier of FIFA 
And who will try to make Airienoa eonipetitive 
at its own jamboree'’'' Franz; Beekentiauer, the 
team manager of liJOOehampioiLS VV<'s( (iermany, 
has flirted witti taking on the task But, a.s I he 
year ended, hcsaid, ‘1 don't nntid a efialhiige. but 
I don't fight a lost ca.ii.se. It was in ni\ riiind to join 
the Anieriean World Cup effort bat when I paid a 
visit I saw that it’s already too late to biniit a team 
for ’94’' Beckenbauer lias ofl-n waxed anr! w.uied 
on thir subjeet, that .seemeed ti > ln' ,i |eti \ 
defiiut! ;<• Mtat< tMcit 
The i'lle.st i n;.io. i ; n. 

suggests that LiV'-rpoo] s te.un ei.ie . r P. r.fiy 
Dalglish xnaj coa/,h the l!.y seipiei 1 lalglish says 
nothing Indeed, he is a private indivirlual rarely 
willing to divulge his team's lineup an lioui 
Yiefore a match A winner, for sure, tad wdti itie 
Ameneaii open dixir to the locker room in inincl 
it may be worth checking why t hi.s '■■tory wasn't 
leaked on April 1 


BY ROB HUGHES 
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WORLD CANDIDATES’ CHESS 


V ISWANATF1AN ANAND is phlegmatic by nature 
Nothing ever seems to unduly disturb or excite 
him One would think that there would be some 
trhange in his dernanour or his lifestyle on the eve 
of his World Candidal,e s match against Alexey Dreev of the 
USSR After all. forall ttiat he has achieved in the past, this is 
, his biggest challengH yet la fact, smiplistically put, he is 
i only four opponcaits away from playing Garry Kasparov for 
I the world title Vet for India s only Grandmaster, the 
i Candidates mah h could well bt'just another game played at 
! home with m-iih.-i Sushila who has played such a great role 
i in nurt iiriim h> i tuleiitod .son's early interest in the sport 
! 'I'h.it hK'Tinoi meantlial Anaiid has not prepai-ed 
' adcqii.il' Iv or is complacent He has made a careful study of 
, hi.sopponeiit’s game as well his own having worked 
I .'issuh-'iiuslv with the help of his present secwnd Ferdinand 
' llellei s oi Sweden, and his former second Holland's Van Der 
Wie! Hut 111 his own cfxil, calm and calculated manner, a trait 
, ihal has liecome his hallmark, he asserts, "There is no 
change in my lifestyle. 1 will take it as it comes" 

Anand is neither a jiessimist nor an njitinnst he is a reah.st 
Askcii about his chances ho refuses to make predk;tions “I 
■ have j)repart*d well and 1 am confident It is really difficult to 
; go any further t ban that.l'oi both mo and Drnovare first lime 
canaidate.s”. 

Indeed they are. and that i.swhat makes this tie amongr the 
■ most iritnguiiig among all the other matches to be played 
i around the world at about the same time Dreev born in 
[ December 1969 is only .six months older than Anand, As per 
i the latest FIDK list (January 1, 1091) Dreev is ranked 17 to 
I Anand's l-l. and his EL.O rating is 2629 to Anand's 2635 
! Those facts alone appear to eiisui'e a keen conte.st at the Hotel 
! '1 ndent in south Madras over the next week or two 
: Anand and Dreev have met twice on the international 



Ready 

For 

Battle 

PARTAB RAMCHAHD, MADRAS 


. circuit but that was a long time ago, w'hen both were 
; sub-juniors In the World Under 16 Championshiji at Paris in 
j 10H-i, Anand and Dreev played a. draw Later that year in 
I Finland during the World Junior Championship, they again 
i played a di-awn game Dreev, incidentally, finished second in 
I IViat I'ompetition 

Will playing at home lit' an an advantage? “I suppose the 

■ jilus and mitnis points all balance out in the end and the net 

j rt'su 11 will be neutral" Haul Anand "It will be an advantage 

■ since part'nlal support will boon hand 1 know almost 
! everybody riie atmosphere and surroundings will be 

i Uunihai' On the o1 her hand 1 will lie under some pressure 
playing at home and I am aware t hat pt'ople will expect me to 
wic. I will try not to think atxiut such lhing.s. try not to put 
pressurcon inyst'irand say myst'lf that 1 just want to win' 

M.i'h'.r-i.i)i coui si'. is pcrliaps the riglit iilacc to hold such 
i . 11 ! iiMjii'; i.tr.l I'vc ill Not only is il Anand s hometown but also 
i thecho.sf-f.ipital o! tli<! couiitiy U'lleil FIDK granted the 
I rn.ilch iointhaiil the C'he.ss Olympiad at Novisaad last 
; month, the Tamil Nadu Chess Association .secretary. DV 
! Suiidar was ipnck to a(!t On the TNCA's request theAICF 
! allotted I hi' m-itch to Mailras 

j It IS 1 he In st tune that ii Candidates matcli is being held in 
! India and only the second tune in Asia Not unexpectedly. 

: Simdar is t'xcited aliout the prospect “We have loft no .stone 

■ mil timed toniakt tla orgamsnlion of tins important event ii 
I .success, we have a biitlget of about Rs 12 lakh.s and three or 

■ four spon.si irs liavt' ready come forward to meet the amount 

Madras: reiKly GoAiumd!® 













IHE RULES 

T he Viawanathan 
Anand -Alexey 
Dreev World Candi¬ 
dates Chess tie to be 
held in Madras fi'om 
Jan 23 is only one 
among the seven 
matches to be con¬ 
ducted at about the 
same time in various 
cities in the world. 

The Six other pau - 
ings are J. Timman 
(Netherlands) 2630 vs 
R. Huebner (Germany) 
2620 from Jan 23 at 
Sarajevo (Yugoslavia), 
V Ivanchuk (USSR) 
2695 vs L Yudasin 
(USSR) 2645 from Jan 
23 at Riga (USSR). R 
Gelfand (USSR; 2700 
vs P Nikolic (YQ(iO) 
2620 fVom Jan 23 at 
Sarajevo V Korchnoi 
(Swiss) 2615 vs Gyiiln 
Saz (liun- 

garyi 260.0 Irotn J,)!i 
23 at Wijk Aan Z. c 
(Netherlands) N Short 
(England) 2630 v.s J 
Rpeelman (England) 
2610 from Jan 2.3 at 
London S. Dotrnalov 
(USSR) 2620 vs EA 
Yusufxiv (USSR) 260.5 
from Jan 23 at Wijk 
Aan Zee (Nethorlatxl.s) 
The ruloh each 
match w)| tx‘ over best 
of rjght game.s (till last 
year )l was Ix-st ol .six 
games) The winner of 
a match is the firsi 
player to .score 4 ,0 
point.s II the sciores are 
level after eight games. 

a new draw ol lots 
will be held and two 
.sudden death (!«■ break 
game.s will be played If 
the .scores are .still 
level then another 
dra.w of lots will he 
Held ht-'iorc tv-'o f’jr'Oter 
.sudden death lie levidt 
gami s ai'i; played 'I’wo 
tie break games wdl be 
played every day at a 
time limit of 60 nioves 
in 45 minutes and 20 
moves every 15 mi¬ 
nutes thoreaflrir If the 
.scores are still level af¬ 
ter the second series of 
the tie break games, 
the players will draw 
lots to determine the 
winner 
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DRAGE! 

World champions Holland sent an under-21 team to play in the 
Indira Gandhi tournament held at Delhi. Their coach Ger Eikelboom 
explains the importance of long-term planning 


Why llullajid are world champions and 
India langinshing in world hockey was 
evident from the 5th Indira Gandhi 
international hockey tournament at 
Ikilhi. The Dutch are meticulously 
planning for the future while we don’t 
kxik beyond our nose They used the 
tournament to prepare their team for the 
1993 Junior World Cup and nurture 
talent for the next senior world cup in 
1994. They sent an Under-21 team to 
gain valuable international exposure in 
the tournament at Delhi Such long term 
and systematic planning is a mirage in 
Indian hockey. In India, junior teams are 
only formed when an international 
age group tournament is around the 
rorner 

Sportsworld; Why did Holland send an 
Under-21 team to Delhi, knowing that it would 
jeopardise your chances of winning the 
tournament? 

GER EIKELBOOM: In Holland we prepare 
lor Ihe future Our aim is the Olympics 
and World Cup We treat other 
international tournaments as 
opport imitios to experiment and build for 
the future We would have liked to bring 
some of our senior players. However, 
they havf! tiad a tiring and busy schedule 
last yf.'iir, the World Cup, BMW 
toil! nanient and Champions trophy. So 
vji; ciei idi d u > give them rest and kxik to 
th<‘ fill art' We knew that with an Under 
21 team, it would not be possible to win 
the lailira Gandhi tournament, but we 
are looking tor long term gains 
What IS the average age of your team? 

A. The avenigp age of the team is 19. This 
team is Ix'iug jirepared for the European 
Under 2t i hariipioiiships in 1992 and the 
Workl.iuinorchampion.ships ill 1993. So 
five of oui' players a re in the 18-19 years 
age group and others in the 19-20 age 
group Most of our players are teenagers, 
as we want them roady for big time 
hrx kev by 1992-93 



In Holland we 
prepare for the 
future. Our 
aim is the 
Olympics and 
the World Cup. 
We treat oth^ 
international 
tournaments, 
as 

Of^iortunlties 
to experiment 
and build for 
the future. 




Since when have you been with this squad? 

We assembled a squad of 30 juniors in 
June 1990. This squad has been chosen 
from amongst them Most of our players 
are students. I chart out individual 
assignments and physical fitness 
schedules for each player They tram 
with their clubs. On Sundays we try and 
play a match with top Dutch club teams. 
Prior to this tournament we trained as a 
squad thrice a week. 

Do your famous football clubs support hockey? 

No, we have separate hockey clubs. The 
best known and most popular are 
Kampong of Amsterdam and 
Bloemendal. Both clubs have about 1,400 
boys and girls as members. Priority wise, 
hockey is not all that popular in Holland. 
It would rate lOth in the popularity list. 
So we do not have many youngsters 
playing hockey. Our aim as coaches is to 
nurture effectively the best talent we 
have. 

As a coach what do you emphasise on for the 
players? 

I lay a lot of emphasis on skill, especially 
trapping, accurate passing and running 
with the ball. Physical fitness they have 
to develop on their own. Tactics are 
taught later. 

Your impressions of Indian hockey? 

Indian players are very skillful but the 
organisation of your game in India does 
not seem to be good. Talking to Indian 
players, 1 gather there is a lot of 
regionalism in selection of the Indian 
team. 

Why is it that Holland have so many 
exceptional penalty corner experts? 

(laughing) Paul Litjens and Floris 
Bovelander are role models for young 
Dutch players. Every club in Holland has 
at least one good penalty corner expert. 
Competition is intense. In my club, 
Hattem, we have a penalty corner expert 
Kooke who is of international class but 
cannot get into the Dutch team. • 








READERS 


QUESTIONS 


1 Which are the 
. only two 
father-son 
combinations to 
have played 
one-day 
International 
cricket? 

2 In a biathlon 
, relay, if a 
p^icipant fails to 
hit a target, what is 
the penalty? 

3 In water-polo, 

, what is the 
minimum depth of 
water required? 

4 "An old Indian 
. proverb, 
related to me by 
William Walker, 
says that. If X and a 
cobra confront you 
on the road, you 
kill the most 
dangerous one 
first: in this case X. 
Though not 
qualified to uphold 
Uiis as an axiom or 
dispute it as 
slander, ever since 
1 witnessed their 
fervour in a Test 
match in 1956,1 
have placed X 
among the world’s 
most volatile 
cricket watchers." 
Sure enough, the 
author Ray 
Robinson is 


1. Don Pringle (East Africa) and Derek Pringle 
(England); Colin and Chris Cowdery both England. 

2. An extra lap of 200 mts has to be run. 

3. One metre. 

4. The cricket fans of Bengal. 

5. Short leg in cricket. 

6. Jaroslav Drobny (Egypt). He is a native of 
Czechoslovakia. 

7. Those who have been out first ball In any type of 
cricket. 

8. Prabir Sen (Bengal). 

9. Sew Shivnaraine. 

10. Trap shooting. 

11. The Greek King, King Constantine. 

12. Underwater hockey. 

13. It was the first time two left handers-Neale. 
Fraser and Rod Laver ware involved. 

14. The Zimbabwean President, Robert Mugabe. 

15. Dwight Eisenhower. 


THIS QUIZ HAS BEEN COMPILED BY: 
MRS. AJANA CHOWDHURY 
SUCHITRA' 

P&T COLONY, 

P.O.LALPUR 
RANCHI-834001. 


RATING TEST 


Abm IS: wish yoH tmra pwt of «w totm 
Between 10 «iNi 13: Not too taisl. 

Below 10: SportraforM tteetiig rocommenOod. 

AD answers sent In by the contributor 



half-jokiiig. But 
who IS the X this 
humourous cricket 
writer is referring 
to? 

5 What is 
. known as 
•Boot Hill’? 

6 Who is the 
. onlyAfiican 
to have won 
Wimbledon ? 

7 Who forms 
• the primary 
club? 

8 Which Indian 
, wicketkeeper, 
called on to bowl 
casually in a Raqji 
Trophy match, 
performed a 
hat-trick? 

9 He is of Indian 
. origin, has 
played Test cricket 
for the West Indies 
and is the captain 
of the US cricket 
team. Who is he? 

■4 ^ What is 
X VJ • clay pigeon 
shooting otherwise 
known as? 

n In the 1964 
. Olympics, 
yachting heul a 
very special 
winner. Who? 

-4 Q What is 
X . Octapush? 
■4 Q What is so 
X O . special 
about the 1960 
Wimbledon singles 
final? 

M A "Cricket? It 
X^* civilizes 
people and creates 
good gentlemen. I 
want everyone to 
play cricket in 
Zimbabwe. I want 
ours to be a nation 
of gentlemen. ’’ Who 
said this? 

A c He has 
X O • played the 
American football 
lea^e and is 
peimaps the only 
US President to 
have watched Test 
oricket. Who is he? 
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PROFILE 




GARY LINEKER 


The strike whose goals took 
England to the semi finals in Italy 

h^ his si0Tls ai _ 

19^...despite his 30 years 


G 


described. There would 
have been no post-World 
Cup boom but for his 
earning and converting 
the penalties that 
averted defeat by 
Cameroon; however 
much we may have 
warmed to the Africans, 
headline writers like 
nothing more than a 
wallow in “shame” 

This is not to 




LINEKER has 
just turned 30. He does 
not look it, any more 
-than Cliff Richard looks 
50, and likewise shows 
no sign of diminishing 
powers; indeed it is a 
measure of his quality 
that he has come to be 
taken for granted. 

The last season proved 
it. What caught the 
country’s imagination? 
Gazza and his tears. But 
Lineker was England's 
saviour, if any 
individual can be so 









understate Paul 
Gascoigne’s 
contribution — his pass 
made the second penalty 
in the quarter-final, and 
his inspired run through 
the Belgian ranks had 
done much to get 
England that 
far- merely to recall the 
realities. It is pertinent 
to add that Gascoigne 
and his 30 million 
sympathisers would not 
have b€jen able briefly to 
contemplate bitter-sweet 
implications but for 
Lineker’s goal against 
the Germans. 

Yet Lineker is 
expected to score. While 
one always hesitates 
before using the word 
“great” about a 
contemporary 
footballer, in my view 
1990 sent Lineker to the 
hall of fame. Ten goals 
in 11 matches at the 
highest level, the final 
stages of the World Cup, 
brooks little argument. 
And it may surprise 
admirers of his 
happy-go-lucky image 
to learn that he returned 
ftrom Italy disappointed 
at having failed to top 
the charts in successive 
tournaments; that 




•itmmgi’i 





would have been a first. 

Despite a tendency 
towards cheerful 
philosophising which 
suggests he may have 
been put on earth as an 
antidote to 

Shanklyism—“We didn’t 
play very well." he said 
after the 1988 European 
Championship, “but it’s 


Gary Lineker has just 
turned 30. He does not 
look it, any more than Cliff 
Richord looks 50, and 
likewise shows no sign of 
diminishing powers; indeed 
it iso measure of his 
quality that he come to be 
taken for granted 

not as if we committed a 
crime or 

auiything”—Line.ker 
remains intensely 
ambitious. 

He wanted the fuel of 
the'England captaincy, 
which Graham Taylor 
provided, and admits 
already to be “burning” 
Mdth a desire to lead his 
country in the 1992 
finals. “We are strox^ 
enough, and young 




L\ 









enough," h»; suys, "todo 
very well " 

His pi-ospects must be 
kept undo)' t eview. 
because :i 1' ..•-yeai' old 
slriktu'saj’t' bistonciilly 
thin on the high 
ground, but current 
evidence indicates that 


What caught the country's 
imagination? Gouo and 
his tears. But Lineker wos 
England's saviour, of any 
individual con ^ so 
described ••• 


I jneker’s travels have 
equipped him with 
sufficient knowledge to 
compensate for fading 
pace. Two goals in his 
first three matches as 
England captain, while 
adjusting to the tactical 
demands of partnership 



If someone like Peter 
Beardsley had been 
enlisted to assist Lineker 
at Tottenham, things 
might have been very 
different for the club 

with Steve Bull against 
Hungary and Poland 
and a new attacking 
formation in Ireland, 
were encouraging 
enough. 

If only Tottenham 
provided a more stable 
base. Shortly after he 
arrived from Barcelona, 
Chris Waddle was sold to 
Marseille for E4.25m. He 
sought reassurance, and 
was told the money 
would be ploughed into 
the team. Had it 
been—had, say, Mark 
Wright been added to 
the defence, and Peter 
Beardsley put alongside 
Lineker—Spurs might 
be plausible ceuididates 
for the championship. 
Instead they are looking 
for investors. 

Torino, who offered 
e3m for Lineker after 
the World Cup. were 
resisted but he is 
prepared to move abroad 
again. A frequent victim 
of Johan Cruyffs 
designs at Barcelona., 
he said recently: 'T 
certainly wasn’t put off 
by my experiences in 
Spain.” liiis was on 
Desert Island Discs: 
Lineker, whose range tit 














cony^TBatiqn.ie Ijroader 
than one is accustomed 
to encountering in 
football, has been 
popping up in places 
where you might expect 
tofind aBrearley, or at 
least a Coe. 

At the Q^ord Union, 
speaking against the 
motion that “It is better 
to commentate than 
participate", he gave the 
example of sex. He 
charmed the all-party 
Parliamentary 
committee on football 
and was not at all put 
out when the mother of a 
peer, upon being 
introduced to the 
captain of England, 
inquired: “At what?” 
Later, at the bar, he 
surprised the attendant, 
who happened to be 
from Bilbao, by 
outlining the party’s 
requirements in 
Spanish. 

Lineker took full 
ad vantage of life in 
Barcelona, where he and 
his wife Michelle politely 
declined invitations 
from British residents in 
favour of integrating 
into Catalan society. His 
agent, Jon Holmes (a 
model for a profession 
infested with 
amateurish 
opportunists), regards 
him as a dream client 
whose prosperity should 
survive his boots’ 
consignment to a glass 
case. 

Most players who 
enter football 
management have little 
choice if they want to 
remain rich and famous. 
Lineker may be tempted, 
but the signs are that he 
may find his way to a 
leading administrative 
role, following the path 
of Franz Beckenbauer, 
who is being groomed 
(not that the Kaiser 
needs much of that) to 
take over as chief 
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executive of the German 
PA. 

In the meantime there 
is a lot of football to be 
played and a hankering 
after medals to be 
satisfied: a couple, 
obtained at Barcelona, 
hardly reflect his career. 
But he will continue to 


Most piayers.who enter 
football management hove 
little choice if they wont to 
remoin rich and famous. 
Lineker moy be tempted... 


balance ambition with a 
sense of fmi. How did it 
feel. Sue Lawley asked to 
take those momentous 
penalties against 
Cameroon? “Like a 
duck," he said. “1 was 
calm on the surface but 
flapping like hell 
underneath.” • 





So, the basic 
question: how good 
is Ajoy Jodejo? As 
good os oiwone 
else, soys Kopil Dev 
in support, ond you 
con't get o better 
'reco' thon thot in 
Indion cricket. 


Naviot Sidhu: celebrity 
status 


T here was a time the services Ranji team was a major force in domestic 
cricket. A formidable combination of talented players. Services regularly 
contributed players to the Indian team and reached far in Ranji Trophy. 
Persons like Hemu Adhikari, Gadkari, Surendranath, Muddaih were 
accomplished players and then there was Bal Dani, a tiger, who even as a 
national selector continued to lead the Ranji team! 

Unfortunately the days of prosperity for the Services have long passed. 



SERVICE BREAK 







. tyfiif ortiinotely the 
f tidys of erotperity 
for the Mrvices nos 
ionp fMnsed. Today, 
itisotbesto 
medioere Ronji side 
struggling 
. desperotely to stay 
ofloot. It has never 

S uollfied for the 
onji knockouts, 
none of its players 
is anywhere near 
Indian selection ••• 


ByAMRIT MATHUR 


It has never qvialifled for the RaAji knockouts, none of its players is anywhere 
near Indian selection-in fact, it is only the odd name that strays into the Duleep 
side. Whereas the team once evoked respect, even terror, among adversaries. 

They are a most ‘garib’ side, sneered a Delhi player. Any of Delhi’s better clubs 
would defeat them. The Services players are honest triers, they work very hard, 
but don’t have it in them to compete with professional cricketers. Just look at 
their performance. Perhaps, it is no disgrace to be slaughtered by Delhi, Punjab. 
Haryana, but how do you lose to Himachal Pradesh? That too by permitting 
them almost 350 runs in the fourth innings of the game. In a tight situation, 
regardless of the opposition, they j ust cave in. 

The reasons for Services’ dojline are easy to find. Says Gajendra Singh 
Shakawat, secretary, Services sports board, an off-spinner who played in 
Duleep Trophy: “The traditional nurseries of Services cricket like the NDA have 
dried up. The inflow of talent has stopped.’’ The army itself, as a career, has lost 
attraction and the problem becomes more acute because job opportunities for 
cricketers have grown phenomenally. 

What then is the way out for the Services? There are no clear answers. But a 
realisation has sunk in that things must improve and you can’t lie there waiting 
to be smashed. We will try and get some good cricketers, said Shakawat, and in 
the mean time continue to work hard. Play more tournaments, gain experience 
and put up a better show. What about playing a pro? I asked. He was 
non-committai. Let's see was all he said. 

I S North the most difficult zonal side for a youngster to break into? Yes, say 
most young North Zone players. With much vehemence. 

How does one get into a side, they ask. where (a) Raman Lamba, who toured 
Pakistan just the other day. can’t find a place (b) Vivek Razdan. despite being on 
two tours, can’t make a Ranji side (c) Gursharan Singh, who toured New 
Zealand not long ago, does not even figure among the reserves (d) Sanjeev 
Sharma, having represented India 6 months back, is promptly consigned to the 
dustbin. 

Making the North Zone side is more difficult for bowlers. With Maiioj, 

Wassan, Kapil around, and Chetan Sharma trying to dislodge them, chances of 
a youngster getting in are really remote. I.cft-arm spin is shut out. thanks to 
Maninder, perhaps, even today the best bowler in the land of his type. The 
off- spinner’s slot is open, but Kirti squeeze in due to his all-round ability. 

The competition for batting positions is also intense. You have established 
stars like Navjot, Ajay Sharma, Bhaskar. Kirti. Gush, Lamba but talented 
youngsters are already jostling with them fbr batting slots. Still, despite the 
increasing scramble, the race is not as maddening as in the West Zone where the 
first six Bombay batsmen (Shastri, Rajput, Manjrekar, Vengsarkar, Tendulkar. 
Kambli) occupy the first 6 places in the Duleep side In a situation like this the 
rest of the batsmen could merrily take a walk. 

Strangely, in contrast to the abundance of batting talent the bowling is 
barren. Raju Kulkarni, in and out of the Indian team, is around, but it is 
difficult to recall the rest of the names. The field is open, but only technically 
because in the west, cricket has traditionally been played on featherbeds. 
Bowlers, therefore, don’t take wicketsithey only have their pants pulled down 
and bottoms spanked’! 

Ajay Jadeja is supposed’to be the hottest young guy in the zone. But three 
seasons of indifferent performance have led many to doubt his potential. 

So, now, the basic question: How good is Ajay Jedeja? 

As good as anyone else, says Kapil Dev in support, and you can’t get a better 
‘reco’ than that in Indian cricket. But what is the reason for Kapil's 
unconditional support? Just look at him, he says, he has got everything. 

Technique he certainly has. Jadeja at the wicket is unhurried, precise in 
movement and appears very organised. As someone said: “He looks bloody good 
Even while walking up to the wicket, or taking guard or changing positions 
between overs he has the looks of a good cricketer. ’’ 

Detractors contend Jadeja’s reputation is highly inflated. For all the cricket in 
his blood (he is very well-connected) his technique, his unmistakable potential, 
where are the runs? In three years of first-class cricket he is yet to score a 
century whereas these days even tailenders make hundreds. 
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of laughs 

T jmSiBgoingin 
juBtforlaiighs. A 
little scene that 
took place outside 
Calcutta’s Eden 
' Cardens during the 
" Asia Cup finals. The 
Calcutta sports public 
are fanned the world 
over and this day wae 
no different. 

The public 
thronged the Eden 
from the early hotirs 
of the morning. 

The cops were also 
on duty. They were 
for a change, really 



strict. The mounted 
police drew awe-filled 
glances from almost 
everyone, and like 
always were ttimed 
out smartly. But fate 
played a cruel Joke on 
them. One of the 
horses let them down. 

Panicking as a 
rraultof the 
cacophony around. 


our four legged 
ftiend bolted. The 
result was 
pandemonium. The 
cop perched on its 
back was neatly 
unseated, the traffic 
went absolutely 
haywire—a soooteriet 
who—quite 
naturally—could not 
cope with the horses 
sense of direction 


skidded aiidTell off 
and pensile rsba into 
each other. The horse 
stopped in firant of a 
car reared upon bis 
hind legs and bore 
down on the roof 
bringing li in. 
Meanwhile, the 
events below were 
being lustily cheered 
by the crowd that had 
gathered on the top 
blocks of the stadium. 
It appeared so well 
choreographed that 
nobody felt bad about 
it. India crowned an 
eventful day by 
winning the Asia 
Cup. 

What a laugh! 


Standards Collapse 


By eating junk food 

T he GERMAN swimming machine has 
finally collapsed. Both the sports drug 
scandal and—hcdd your breath—junk food 
have been used as reaeons for a loss of 
performance amcmgst the former East German 
swimmers, whose achievements, since joining 
the unified German team, have deteriorated. 

This problem mostly concerns the women 
svnmmers. At the 1086 World Championship, 
the Bast German women won 13 out of 16 
events and broke three world records. Yet at 
the Tinifled German trials held last Nobember, 
Heike F’riedrich the 200m free-style world 
record holder swam 8 secs slower than her 
career best to finish eighth. Anke Mohring 
was 18 secs slower than her pxevlouB 400m 
free style beet. 

Some experts have put their previous 
successes down to a methodical drug 
programme. But Michael Gross who took over 
from there seems to have summed it up 
correctly. Gross blamed it on the social and 
politioal upheaval: “Swimmers now do just 
what they like. Some of the girls have taken to 
smoking and eating junk food in the training 
centres. They have to learn how to discipline 
themselves." 

They succeeded previously due to excess 
doping. Tltar standards are falling now due to 
excess eating. 


Cricket In China 


Highly possible 

C ricket in China? Yes, it could happen 
and if it does it will be solely due to the 
efforts of one pioneering Chinese: Wang 
Xiaodong. 

Wang, a pilgrim and cricket freak from 
Beijing, visited Australia as a gurat of 
Sydney’s Waverly Cricket Club and joined 10 
other enthusiasts at a training camp. “I like 
cricket,” said the 23-year-old athlete as he 
honed his batting skills in the south west of 
Sydney. “I want to do what I can to promote the 
sport in China.” 

Wang, however, faces a little bit of resistance 
from his countrymen itself. In Beijing, cricket 
is not ready to upstage soccer or even table 
tennis. It is played in China widely by 
foreigners and Chinese cricketers could 
probably squeeze into two moderately sized 
taxi cabs. Wang for example, plays for the 
Australian Embassy XI. 

In Sydney he is learning the art of bowling 
and (most difficult) translating the existing 
cricketing rules and terminology into Chinese. 
Fielding positions like silly-zoid-on, short-leg 
and long off will become just numbers. “It’s not 
easy to translate,” said Wang. He’s also caught 
up with the concept of the game stopping for 
tea. and finds it strange. But then for a 
country which are cumulatively the world’s 
biggest tea drinkers, it might be just the 
thing, right, Wang? 











~ JOHN McENROE 









JOHN MCENROE 


A Day In 
The Life Of... 


ET me tell you about a day in 
the life of John McEnroe; a life 
in which he admits there is 
rarely a dull day. The day in 
question was during the semi¬ 
finals in 1989, not in June but 
October, not at the French Open, which is 
played outdoors on clay at Stade Roland 
Garros on the green western fringe of the 
city, but at the Paris Open, an indoor 
event played inside the cavernous Omni- 
p a.lii.iB which tries to be all things to all 
sports amidst the cubic concrete of that 
reconstructed eastern end of Paris. Pis¬ 
sarro, were he to try to paint the Quai de 
Bercy today, would drop his brush and 
run. 

The contrasts did not stop there. McEn¬ 
roe was due to play Boris Becker, a man 
with whom he shared a birthplace—West 
Germany—and an uncommon intelli¬ 
gence. but little else. One the artist, the 
other the warrior, McEnroe and Becker 
are startlingly contrasting people. 

McEnroe is, above all, a complicated 
man—complicated to a degpree far in 
excess of the public’s comprehension of 
just how complicated a human being can 
be. Becker, while many-layered in his 
personality, would never want to be as 
complicated as McEnroe. Despite a sensi¬ 
tivity which belies his burly, big-boned 
features, Boris is not wholly un-German. 
He likes an element of order and calm in 
his life.McEnrce may like the idea of such 
a notion, but he never comes close to 
attaining it. Never a dull day. 

It is quite normal that these two very 
different people should respect each 
other. Mediocrity, as Arthur Conan 


Becker .said. "I 
have a ceu^ti. I 
can’t help it . ” 
iMcEnroe 
retorted, ‘ You've 
had a coutth for 
three years, .Are 
VOU ill’' 
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JOHN MCENROE 


A Day In 
The Life Of... 


Doyle wrote, knows nothingr higher than 
itself, but talent instantly recog^nizes 
^nius. Becker is the huge, all-powerful 
talent; McEnroe the wispy, waspish 
genius. You don’t need Dr Watson to 
work that out. 

But the'respect and recognition is not 
straightforward. How could it be? Becker 
is often baffled by his immediate prede¬ 
cessor as Wimbledon Champion and 
McEnroe is frankly in awe of someone 
who can hit the ball so hard and so 
accurately on the points that matter. 

Both, however, are professionals, paid 
to win, paid to beat each other, now as 
much for their pride as for their pockets. 
All sentiment is left at courtside. In the 
competitive arena anything goes, within 
the laws of the game. Inevitably, some 
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laws have fuzzy edges, and McEnroe 
tends to interpret them differently from 
many people. Those who insist on depict¬ 
ing McEnroe as a villain maintain every¬ 
thing he does on court is a premeditated 
act to disrupt his opponent’s concentra¬ 
tion. They think he cheats. Others, who 
know him better, realize ninety-five per 
cent of the tirades McEnroe unleashes on 
court are spontaneous outbursts over 
which he still does not have total control. 
In that respect McEnroe has a serious 
problem—^a subject to which we shall 
return. 

In McEnroe’s eyes linesmen and 
umpires create the problems by calling 
balls out that were in, and opponents 
cause problems by using something 


other than their rackets to win 
McEnroe, searching manioally for some 
method of denting the Becker armour, 
had decided that Boris was now using 
unfair methods on court. By ooxighing. 

The gfiuntera, led by Jimmy Connors, 
had been with us for some time. But 
Becker had developed chest problems a 
few years before and the resiilting dry 
cough had stayed with him, becoming a 
recurring punctuation during inter¬ 
views and, later on, in matches. In that 
the cough became most evident in mo¬ 
ments of stress, it seemed to have psycho¬ 
somatic roots. You do not need to be as 
intelligent as McEnroe to realize that. 
But in times of his own stress, McEnroe’s 
Intelligence slips its leash and races off 
as if suddenly embodied in a dog of war. 
Dangerous rationales are let loose. 

On this particular undull day McEnroe 
did, indeed, plot a premeditated act of 
psychological warfare against his oppo¬ 
nent and, in his own mind, felt perfectly 
justified in doing so. On court, early in 
the match, he made an issue of the 
cough. He started, in Hie Nastase style, 
by imitating it. Just as Becker would 
cough seconds before throwing the ball 
up to serve, so McEnroe started splutter¬ 
ing down his end of the court. 

The crowd, all 15,000 of them packed 
in to every available seat of the Omnipa¬ 
lais, started to titter. Like all French 
crowds m recent years, they were wholly 
committed McEnroe fans and were pre¬ 
pared' to tolerate their hero’s indiscre¬ 
tions—up to a point. But it soon became 
evident that Becker was being severely 
embarrassed and he called across the net 
to McEnroe, saying, T have a cough. I 
can’t help it.’ 

'You’ve had a cough for three years,’ 
McEnroe retorted. ‘Are you ill?’ 

By now McEnroe was losing some 
support. It takes a very special kind of 
personality to turn adoration into abuse, 
but the New Yorker has always been 
capable of achieving that in a thrice— 
another of his special talents. 

And so the conflict started within him. 
Some people see only the snarling face 








and the petulant gestures of a spoiled 
brat when McEnroe loses his temper. 
CXhers realize the turmoil and conflict 
that is raging inside—^the buU-headed 
b^Uef that he is right clashing with the 
deeply sensitive, hopelessly aware hu¬ 
man being who knows where this rage is 
leading: knows it, fears it, hates it and is 
helpless in the face of it. 

I had seen proof of that just a couple of 
days before when he had blown up briefly 
against the tenacious and unsettling Au¬ 
strian Horst Skoff. Richard Inge, the 
young Australian umpire who had taken 
a tough line with McEnroe frequently in 
the past, gave him a code of conduct 
warning and immediately McEnroe sim¬ 
mered down, grabbed a hold of himself 
and got back to work. But the fact that 
IlteEnroe, plasring some of his best tennis 
beat Skoff appeared to be of little consola¬ 
tion when I dropped by the locker room 
after the match. McEnroe was livid with 
himself. 

There go my good intentions for the 
week,’ he muttered morosely. ‘I told my¬ 
self I wasn't going to get involved here 
this year. It’s tough enough to concen¬ 
trate out there with all the people whist¬ 
ling and canying on. But at least they 
are on my side. I don't need all the other 
shit. Why do I let it happen?’ 

The answer hung in the air. Mark 
Woodforde, McEnroe’s doubles partner 
for the week, looked at me and shrugg^nl. 
McEnroe’s Italian agent Sergio Palmieri, 
who had heard it all a thousand times 
before, stared into space. We could all 
have offered opinions but none of us 
knew the answer. The real problem was, 
neither did McEnroe. 

Now, plasring against Becker, the hurt 
vw boiling up inside him again. He felt 
he was r^ht in calling Becker's bluff 
over the cough. It was disturbing, a 
ocmcentration-breaker—not just for him 
but for other players as well. They had 
talked about it. Now McEnroe was trying 
to do something about it. Didn’t anyone 
realize he was simply trying to right a 
wrong? Of course not, and even those 
who did would have chsdlenged his 


methods. So all hell was breaking loose 
again and what had been developing into 
a glorious tennis match was now marred 
with outbursts of increasing anta¬ 
gonism. 

Inevitably there had to be an explosion 
and Ings, who usually chooses the right 
moment to intervene but got it wrong 
this time, triggered it. While spectators, 
especially those high up in the dark 
recesses of the huge arena, took their 
time to settle into something 
approaching sOenoe, Becker boimced the 
ball in preparation to serve and McEnroe 
just stood there. Not crouching forward 
in his customary receiving stance but 
just standing there, immobile, with that 
expression he has mastered of arrogant 
boredom. Boredom with the in out. 


McEnroe-type boredom. 

The explosion came when Ings, having 
counted the seconds ticking away, gave 
McEnroe a conduct warning for time- 
wasting. ‘You were not in your receiving 
stance and Mr Becker was ready to 
serve,’ Ings told him as McEnroe stormed 
forward with that prancing stride he 
develops whenever the jiiices are flowing; 
McEnroe storming the citadel of author¬ 
ity, looking up, hating the need to look 
up physically to his judge and juror, 
hating the shakles that were being 
placed around him; screaming out for the 
freedom to try and play this magical 
g^ame to his own level of perfection, 
without the hindrance of errors and 
stupidities from fools with rules who 
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didn’t know how to implement them. 

Much of that was racing through 
McEnroe’s head as he refused to accept 
Ings’ ruling and demanded the Grand 
Prix Supervisor. Ed Hardisty, a tall Scot 
who used to referee the tournament in 
Hong Kong before he joined the tour, 
came loping out to face the kind of scene 
that wakes tennis officials in the night. 
Unlike the incident against Skoff, Ings 
had come down on McEnroe when the 
player had the possibility of mounting an 
argument in his defence. Fatal. As he 
had been standing in the right place to 
receive serve, he could argue that he was 
ready even if it didn’t look like it. And 
that was what he did...argfue. The place 
had erupted into bedlam in the meantime 
and it was a full five minutes before order 
was restored. By then McEnroe had been 
docked a penalty point—which cost him 
the game—and the tennis was allowed to 
continue. 

For a couple of minutes we had seen a 
flashback to the Real Terror, the bad old 
McEnroe of which we had seen less and 
less in the previous couple of years. The 
oonsoious effort he had been making to 
clean up his act in his new role of 
husband and father really had improved 
his behaviour, even if you would not have 
known it from reading the tabloid press 
where every sniff and dirty look was 
translated into screaming headlines ev¬ 
ery bit as over the top as the player’s 
former outbursts. 

Nevertheless, the loss of a penalty 




point doused the ire like a cold shower 
and, with another throwback to his \m- 
ruly but brilliantly successful youth, he 
immediately started to produce his best 
tennis of the match, even of the year. By 
the end it was probably as good as spell of 
tennis as McEnroe had managed since 
the beginning of 1985 and, with Becker 
still battling him at every turn, the 
second set unlocked a treasure chest of 
jewels that cascaded over the court, daz¬ 
zling us, taking our breath away. 

From a oourtside seat, one was able to 
appreciate the extraordinary levels of 
skill, speed and power being displayed. 
Having won the first set on the tie-break, 
Becker's first serve faltered momentarily 
in the second set and. once the argu¬ 
ments were over, McEnroe pouimed. Just 
as he had against Ivan Lendl in his 
h^day five years before, McEnroe re¬ 
vealed his incredible ability to move for¬ 
ward into the mouth of the cannon and 










use an opponent’s power for his own 
devilish devices. For months he had been 
haunted by the spectre of Becker’s power; 
a power increased by as much as thirty 
per cent above that which was possible 
with the rackets McEnroe remembers so 
fondly—the Dunlop Maxplys and the 
Kramer Wilsons, wood rackets lovinerly 
constructed by artisans for artists. 

Now, for the first time, he was finding 
himself capable of dealii^ with that 
power. No longer was he cowed by it; no 
longer did he feel Impotent in the face of 
the ground strokes that a more consis¬ 
tent and confident Becker was firing 
from the back court. With these magical 
hands, he could loosen the wrist, turn 
the racket head and start guiding the ball 
about at will before unleashing a little 
power of his own when the opening 
Hipeared. Only on the backhand when he 
is wall set does McEnroe exhibit a sweep¬ 
ing, classio shot. For the most part it is 


all little jabs and stabs, a touch here and a 
flick there, even a prod on the voU^ 
while lunging for a wide return. 

As McEnroe worked bis way into the 
xnatch, puncturing Becker’s defences 
with winning volleys launched by a first 
serve plucked from the halcyon years or 
a sudden, jabbing approach shot, the 
crowd was in ferment. So, too, judging 
from the comments I heard later from 
people watching on ESPN sports net¬ 
work (in the States) or Eurosport, were 
many armchair viewers at home. This 
was McEnroe back on the world stage, 
reaching into his past to prove that it was 
not a close book. The standard of his 
tennis as he broke serve to close the 
second set 6-3 was better than he had 
produced in beating Lendl on his way to 
winning the WCT Dallas Finals back in 
April; better than his display against 
Mats Wilander in the Wimbledon quar¬ 
ter-finals. The sting in the first serve was 
reappearing, the deterioration in speed 
barely noticeable now that the body had 
been fine-tuned again to projier fitness; 
the touch on the volley as breathtaking 
as ever. 

But was he as good as before? Almost 
inevitably not. In a game 
that demands such split-second reflexes 
and steely nerve, a tennis player of thirty 
is not going to be as good as he was at 
twenty-five. Having said that, McEnroe 
in the second set of the Paris Open of 
1086 was playing tennis that would have 
swept him on to victory against any 
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opponent he could have come up against 
in 1984. But tennis is not snooker or golf 
or bowls, where a strong mind can block 
out the fact that Steve Davis or Nick 
Faldo is standing at your elbow and thus 
allow you to play to the maaimum level of 
your physical capability. While not for a 
moment wishing to .imderestimate the 
amount of mental pressure a Faldo can 
exert on an opponent, it is still not the 
same as having a Becker blasting balls at 
you across a net. In tennis an opponent 
can physically destroy your game with 
his own power. 

There was no Becker in 1984 but now, 
once again, McEnroe was about to be 
forcibly reminded of what the pxist- 
Orwellian years had brought to tennis. 
Power, power and more power. But, in 
Becker's case, it was not just the power 
derived from bulging muscles and a 
large, tautly-strung graphite racket. It 
was strength in the mind, too; a mind so 
set for combat that it actually enjoyed 
being forced one step back so that it could 
experience the thriU of taking two steps 
forward. Gonzales, Hoad, Laver, Rose- 
wall, Newcombe, Connors, Borg, to 
speak only of the post war generation: all 
knew how to claw their way out of a 
comer. But no one, in the history of the 
game, has bounced off the ropes with 
such gusto and relish as this big 
German. 

*A big point comes and I just feel good 
about it,’ Becker has said. ‘I just think, 
now I can play my best tetmis.’ 

What a priceless gift! Some of the most 
beautilhl strikers of a teimis ball 1 have 
ever seen have been destroyed by the 
dei^rate inability to play the one point 
that matters without their arm tiuming 
to jelly. 

At one set all agsunst McEnroe in this 
mood. Becker knew that every point 
would be big, every shot crucial. Becker’s 
cough had subsided along with McEn¬ 
roe’s temper. All the extraneous rubbish 
had been cast aside. Both men’s concen¬ 
tration was now focused and locked. The 
..baying of the crowd no longer pierced the 
' fragile veil behind which public perfor¬ 


mers compete at the highest level. They 
were totally single-minded and utterly 
oblivious to everything around them ex- A Day In 
cept each other’s serve; each other’s next The Life Of... 

voll^; each other’s every look, every —^^llllllllllllll^^ 


Physically, McEnroe started to feel the 
brunt of Becker’s strength again; feeling 
the force of the ball on bis racketAs 


Becker’s first service percentage started 
to rise, McEnroe found himself back in 
the guessing game. 



To some extent you have to guess,’ he 
told me later. 'With Boris’s first delivery, 
waiting to read it is too late. It’s passed 
you before you move. You have to read 
his mind and make yoiir move as he 
throws the ball up to give yourself any 
chance at all.’ 

Sometimes McEnroe guessed right, but 
the bombs kept on detonating on his side 
of the court and only occasionally could 
he return them in equal xneasure. Once 
he lunged on the backhand volley to pop 
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The Life Of... difficult, when Becker broke serve within two points of victory, was shak- 
||||»||^^|_||_ with some of those backhand returns ing off the after effects of ii^ury to 
that had destroyed Stefan Edberg in that regain the fluency of movement he needs 

summer’s Wimbledon final, McEnroe felt to play his best tennis. 




But even as defeat became inevitable, 
with Becker wrapping it up 6-3 in the 
third set, KfcEnroe felt an inner satisfac¬ 
tion that is usually incompatible with 
defecd. As he strode forward to shake 
Boris by the hand and put an arm around 
the victor’s Moulder—just to show the 


crowd they did not really hate each 
other—^McEiuoe knew he had taken an 
important step forward. 

*For the first time I felt I could handle 
the power,’ said McEnroe. ‘I began to get 
into a rhythm against it and could do 
what I wanted with the ball instead erf 
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always being on the defensive. He had to 
play really well to beat me.’ 

McEnroe was back in the locker room, 
trying to come down from the high he 
had been on out there on court. A packed. 


animated stadium; a great opponent; an 


ability to play your best tennis—no drug 


has yet been concocted that can give the 


true performer a bigger high than that. 
But for McEnroe there is no such thing 


r 



“Tatum screanit'd 
at me as soon as 1 
walked through 
the door “ 
McKnroe said. 
"She told me what 
1 had done to 
Boris was 
dis'^ustino and 
tliat i oimnt lo be 
ashameu of 
mvseil." 


as the straightforward thrill. By the time 
he walked off the courti leaving behind a 
cacophony of noise, he was not shot 
through with enough conflicting emo¬ 
tions to blow the psychiatric fuse. Elated 
at having played so well; disappointed at 
having lost; thrilled to have been part of a 
great sporting spectacle; angry at Ings 
for the penalty point—and, somewhere 
inside, nagged by an as yet unresolved 


feeling that he had handled the coughing 
business badly. Just bow badly he was to 
discover later. 

Right at this minute the man was on 
the point of nervous exhaustion, a state 
with which he was well acquainted. The 
adrenalin pumped for a little longer, 
getting him through the press confer¬ 
ence and halfway back to the Royal 
Monceau Hotel near the Etoile, a half- 
hour drive to the other side of Paris. 
Then it drained out of him like blood 
from a wound. He just felt the energy 
level collapse—a perfectly familiar feel¬ 
ing for McEnroe, who is constantly at the 
mercy of is own energy levels. Anyone 
watching him closely over a period of 
time can gauge those levels. On court, it’s 
the walk; the narrowing of the eyes; the 
angle of the head; the amount of pulling 
and plucking at clothing and racket. In 
press conferences, not only the tone of 
voice and the body language change but 
the sentence structure, too. Although 
some sentences may not finish, as 
thoughts pour through his brain, those 
that do are loaded with a more forceful 
word usage and a more acute intellectual 
content. When the energy level is up, 
McEnroe is a formidable human speci¬ 
men, physically and mentally. 

But before the tournament driver 
swung the oar into that avenue of hght 
leading up to the Etoile, McEnroe’s wat¬ 
tage was a great deal dimmer than any¬ 
thing on the Champs Elysees. And what 
was awaiting him? A soothing welcome 
for the defeated hero and a quiet, candle¬ 
lit dinner with his loving wife? 

‘Tatum screamed at me as soon as I 
walked through the door,’ McEnroe con¬ 
fided later. ‘She told me what I had done 
to Boris was disgusting and that I ought 
to be ashamed of myself. I went through 
hell that night and it was her birthday, 
too.' 

Jerked out of his lethargy by this new 
attack, McEnroe, ooud have been excused 
for wondering how many others he 
would have to fend off before the day was 
done. Becker, Ings, the crowd...and now 
Tatum, who had been watching the 









match on television staying away from 
the Omnipalais that week in a deliberate 
attempt to remain one pace removed ftcm 
the mayhem that so often surrounds her 
husband’s tennis—all had assailed McEn¬ 
roe one way or another. 

‘It wasn’t an easy evening, I can tell 
you,’ he continued. ‘I was trying to sort 
out in my own mind where I had gone 
wrong, and there was Tatum telling me 1 
was a shit and little Kevin starting to get 
upset and...I don’t know, it was just 
tough, man. But Tatum was right, of 
course. My attitude has to change. 1 have 
to stop trying to change the world and 
right every wrong. 

‘But, basically, I'm a maniac when I 
play. I can see myself saying anything to 
anyone out there. It's the Jekyll and 
Hyde syndrome and I’m still trying to 
learn how to handle it.’ 

By the time McEnroe fell onto the 
pillow that night, the notion of ‘never a 
dull day’ had possibly taken on a new 
meaning even by his standards. But the 
turmoil his emotions had been put 
through was, as usual, largely of his own 
doing. He chooses to lead his life on the 
knife-edge of hysteria. He chose a wife 
who takes him on with the same refor¬ 
mist zeal with which he berates an 
umpire for a bad decision. By and large, 
he is the instigator of the bedlam that 
surrounds so much of his life. It is not 
simply a question of wanting it that way, 
but of needing it that way. What else to 
do with all that swirling emotion and 
pent-up energry? How else to calm Dr 
Jekyll if not to give vent to Mr Hyde? 

It is a question he has yet to answer 
fully, despite the considerable progress 
that has been made over the past few 
years. But progress there is, and it was 
much in evidence the following day when 
none other than Boris Becker himself 
Joined John, Tatum and Sergio Palmieri 
for dinner at a Mexican restaurant. Beck¬ 
er and McEnroe dining together twenty- 
four hours after they had yelled at each 
other across the net? The public percep¬ 
tion is often a very long way from reality. 

‘We needed to talk things out,’ said 


kfoEnroe. 1 was impatient to get it out in 
the open and put it behind us. We can 
talk because we both tmderstand what 
goes on out there. It’s an elite, special 
feeling the players have. With some it’s 
more difficult to strike up a rapport after 
something happens on coxirt. But Boris 
is too mature not to be able to handle it. 
But you know what? Tatum was pissed 
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off that he wasn’t pissed off!' 



McEnroe laughed, but there is always a 
cloud of confusion that hangs over 
McEnroe’s hiunour as if he knows deep 
down that laughter, like happiness, suc¬ 
cess and life itself never comes cheap and 
rhat, sooner or later, something is going 
to happen to make the simple thing^s 
complicated again. For John McEnroe, as 
he still learns to exist like a genie in the 
cauldron of his own maldng, it is all part 
of never knowing a dull day.^ 
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A s the centre chair 
umpire dutifully 
obaerved Lendl's 
last rites and announced 
the score. Cash suddenly 
felt compelled to share 
the magical moment 
with The dan. Defying 
101 years of protocol, he 
vaulted the green 
courtside wall into the 
stand and, in a trek 
reminiscent of the last 
scene in Crocodile 


Dundee, clambered pver 
the applauding 
spectatore to reach his 
family and fidends in the 
competitor’s box about 
10 metres above the 
centre court. He hugged 
and kissed his closest 
fans in an emotional 
outpour of jubUation. 
Staid old Wimbledon had 
never seen anything like 
it. Normally the players 
don't dare move fixun 


their courtside chairs 
until Their Royal 
Highnesses, the Duke 
and Duchess of Kent 
arrive to present the 
trophy. The crowd loved 
Cash's spontaneous 
sheepdog climb of 
victory celebration and 
the startled Wimbledon 
officials silently 
tolerated it.. .this time, 
anyway. 

It was Just something 


I wanted to share with 
my Ikmily ancf afew 
peojds in particnilar. Iidy 
father. Barkers, 
Azme-Britt and in a 
more professional way 
Jeff Bond, Anne Quiim 
and an English buddy of 
mine, OeaffLamb. There 
was my stringer up 
there too, Derek May, 
who lives about 100 
miles out towards 
Bristol. Every day he 
drove in, collected my 
racquets, took them 
home to string them and 
brought them back next 
morning. He ended up 
stringing about 14 
racquets each di^. If it 
was eight I would find 
four that were exactly 
right and the others 
would be too high or low 
in tension. It was his last 
Wimbledon after doing 
it for 20 years. He had 
strung aU the 
champions’ racquets, 
Laver, Newcombe and so 
on. But I was the first 
one for whom he had 
actually strung the 






(Left to right) Cash raises his fist after the winning point; ciimbs the sta 
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racquets firom the 
beginziinff, who went on 
to win the 
championship.’ 

In a moment of 
jubilatian hfelboume 
barrister Brian Cash 
lifted the distinctive 
black and white checked 
headband firom Us 
nephew’s forehead after 
that unconventional 
vlait to the competitor’s 
box. The evolution of 
this strange item of 
headgear provides a 
pointed ini^ht to this 
remarkably determined 
Australian sportsman. 
The headband design 
signifies the chequered 
flag, the ultimate target 
for wUch he turned up 
the t\iTbo in that sleek 
body for the two hours 
and 45 minutes required 
to complete the race of 
his tennis life. 

Uncle Brian discreetly 
returned the pilfered 
headband at a party 
organised for a small 
group of family Mends 


that night at Cash’s 
home in London. No 
fkncy five-star hotel 
reoeption room for this 
down-to-earth hero. He 
merely wanted 
somewhere to mentally 
unwind with his 
mates.. .in private. 
Cash’s message to those 
invited was simply 
‘make yourself at home 
and grab a drink until I 
get back’. Resplendent 
in black dinner suit, the 
new Wimbledon 
champion took 
Anne-Britt, his family 
and friends to the plush 
Savoy hotel in The 
Strand for the 
traditional Wimbledon 
victory dinner. 

The ample stocks of 
Foster’s cans was 
dwindling when the 
champ finally returned 
to the sanctuary of his 
living room again at 
about 11.30 pm. Out of 
the stuffy but smart suit 
and into shorts and 
T-shirt, he began to ease 
down the adrenalin 


flow. Into the early 
hours of the morning, 
the casual Cash moved 
among the 30 guests 
including fellow 
Australian players 
Cahill, MbNamee, Nicole 
Provia, Jenny Byrne and 
Davis Cup captain Neale 
Fraser. ’The gold replica 
of the All England Club’s 
Challenge Cup, quaintly 
iosoribed The 
single-handed 
championship of the 
world’ stood virtually 
unnoticed and 
xmtouched on a book 
case. 

‘I wanted to ergoy 
myself without waking 
up with a headache. I 
wanted to have a chat 
with everyone but 1 
didn’t want popping 
champagne, screaming 
and yahooing around. I 
felt I had done the work. 
We would have a bit of 
fun. But it was nothing 
to go over the moon 
about. I felt pretty 
humble and wanted to 


ke^ my feet on the 
ground.’ 

The enormity of what 
had been achieved.. .and 
a minor disappointment 
to accompany it.. .struck 
Cash a week later when 
he returned to 
Wimbledon to finish 
filming a documentary 
on his life. Each 
champion’s name is 
inscribed on an honour 
board on the wall to the 
right inside the 
members’ entiwroe of 
the All England Club. 

Tt was the first thing I 
looked for when we went 
back to finish off the 
film. I walked straight 
in and it wasn’t there. 
Each winner is in gold 
embossed writing and 
they hadn’t had time to 
get it up. I really wanted 
to see my name up on 
that board. I think it 
might be there now. The 
next time I go back Fm 
going to check it out.’ 

BY BRUCE MATTHEWS 

TNs a tn axlracl tam Pal CMh. My 
Sloiy 



is to embra^ his family and coach; leceivea the trophy from the Duke and Duchess; everyone wears the 
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Matt Biondi couldn't repeat what he did at the Seoul Olympics, but he still 
managed to win the glamour event, the men's 100m freestyle. 












H undre¬ 
ds of 
miles 
outside 
Perth, on 
a small 

farm in the obscure 
outback of Western 
Australmlives a former 
theology studentNeil 
Innes. It is a farm that 
has entered sporting 
folklore, not on account 
of him, but his wife, Mrs 
Innes who has lived 
there in self imposed 
exile for 15 years. For 
Mrs Innes is Shane 
Gk)uld. Last fortnight 
Australia's greatest 
woman swimmer, now a 
self confessed recluse, 
momentarily shrugged 
off her cloak of 
annonyrnity. for she 
knew the time had truly 
come, she knew a 
swimmer had finally 
arrived, who could 
justifiably be considered 
her worthy successor. 


And Hayley Lewis, 
victor over Janet Evans 
in the 200m freestyle, 
with two silvers and a 
bronze in addition, 
smiled in gratitude and 
wonderment as Shane 
Gould walked down 
from the stands and 
embraced her. A new era 
in Australian 
swimming had begun, 
sealed with a kiss. 

Yet even Lewis' 
apparent class could not 
cover the general 
embarrasasment when 
she was mistakenly 
awarded the Politika 
Trophy for the the best 
all round performance. 
That prize, as the 
Australians admitted 
subsequently, belonged 
in all fairness to the 
partially blind but 
audaciously talented 
Hungarian Tamas 


It was a world championship of upsets, 
of triumphs and of disappointments. 
David McMahon tells us the rest 


Daryni, who not only 
won the 200m and 400m 
individxial medleys as 
expected, but broke his 
own world records in the 
progress. 

If there were further 
surprises at the 
Superdrome, and there 
were, it was the 
renaissance of US 
swimming, contrasting 
stiongly with the failure 
of the unified German 
team. 

The Americans won 
17 of the possible 45 
titles with roomies Mike 
Barrowman and Melvin 
Stewart finding 
inspiration from each 


Tamas Darnyl put up such a talented show 
that the awestruck organisers forgot to 
award him the Politika Trophy 


[ other's company to 
break world 

records—Barrowman in 
the 200m breaststroke 
and Stewart over the 
same distance in the 
butterfly. 

Biondi, whose practice 
with dolphins in the 
high seas won him 
medals and status in 
Seoul 1988, lost again to 
Surinamese Anthony 
Nesty in the lOOm 
butterfly but made up 
for it in the 1 OOm 
freestyle. Another Seoul 
veteran. Janet Evans, 
upstaged initially by i 
Hayley Lewis, won the 
40Ora and 800m 
freestyle golds. 

Yet nothing, not even 
Kristin Otto’s (now a 
journalist) inability to 













recognise who Shane 
Gould was, could quite 
match the emotional and 
absorbing duel in the 
1500m freestyle—a duel 
to erase the magical 
record of Vladimir 
Salnikov set 7 years ago, 
a hfetime in swimming. 
IT was, quite simply the 
most dramatic 1500 
metre swim ever. It was 
the fastest, the most 
hotly contested, and had 
the most amazing 
buildup of tactics, 
theatrics and 
psychological red 
herrings. When 
Germany's Joerg 
Hoffman. 20 beat 
Australia's Keiren 
Perkins, 17, to take the 
gold medal at the world 
.swimming 

championships in Perth, 
three men beat the 
15-minute barrier, with 
the first two breaking 
the 14:54.72 world 
record, set by the 
legendary Vladimir 
Salnikov of the Soviet 
Union, 

Yet Australia's 
sentimental favourite 
for the event was a 
diminutive 20-year-old, 
Glen Housman, a lad so 
small in stature that he 
answers to the 
nickname of 
“Shackman”. Why? 
“Because he is about the 
size of a little shack, not 
a huge house,” his coach 
answers It was 
Housman and Perkins 
who fought every stroke 
over the gmelling 
30-lap rac<\ the blue 
riband of swimming 
events, at the last 
Commonwealth Games, 
in Auckland last year. It 
was Housman who 
pipped his fellow 
Queenslander to the 
gold 

Yet, despite the gold 
medal at Auckland, 
Housman had to cope 



Settled between Wendy Williams (left) and 
Etona Hiroshima (right) is the youngest 
diving champion In the world: China’s 
12'year-old Fu Mingxia 


with an earlier 
disappointment. In the 
heats, he had broken the 
15-minute barrier (a 
milestone as significant 
as the four-minute mile 
in athletics) and was 
celebrating his timing of 
14:53.59 at the poolside 
when he was given the 
bad news. The clocks 
had shown that he had 
swum the race in less 
than 15 minutes, yet the 
touchpad at the end of 
the swimming lane had 
malfunctioned and had 
not responded to his last 


stroke. He would be 
credited with the 
timing, but it would not 
be ratified as a new 
world record. 

“It is a psychological 
thing, something lliave 
to put out of my mind.” 
said Housman before the 
1500 at Perth. 
Determined to prove 
that he could improve on 
his timing, he was 
nonetheless upstaged by 
the gritty Perkins. Both 
Australians had 
performed poorly by 


Surinamese Anthony Nesty foiled Blondl’s 
hopes again. For Biondi, practising with 
Dolphins just Isn’t enough 



their own standards in , 
the heats at Perth. Two 
Germans and an 
American had clocked 
better times, Housman 
was fourth fastest with 
15:19.16 and Perking 
producing 15:20.36. 
Perkins’ disappointment 
was not just his poor 
timing; it was also that 
that the timing was not 
good enough to earn 
him a lane adjacent to 
Housman, whom 
everyone considered the 
most dangerous 
swimmer in the field. 

In the world 1500 
metre rankings before 
the Perth race, Perkins 
was top ranked, 

Housman sec-ond and 
the German, Hoffman, 
third. Yet it was the 
Australians who were 
favoui’ed to take gold 
and silver. With Perkins 
in lane two and 
Housman on the other 
end of the pool in lane 
six, the two Australians 
had no hope of pacing 
(or outpacing) each 
other. In the meantime. 
Hoffman was accused of 
trying to wage a slick 
psychological war. 

Said Perkins, 

■‘Hoffman wanted lane 
four. He was trying to 
psych us out a little in 
order to show his 
dominance. He’s been 
going aroimd saying he 
doesn’t believe Glen and 
I have ever been under 
15 minutes, and that 
this pool is slow and 
other garbage like that., 
He's doing his best to try 
to psych us out because 
he thinks he cannot beat 
us in this pool. 

Psychological tactics 
were expected; after all. 
the Australians were the 
only two swimmers in 
the race who had ever 
swum a 1500 in less 
than 15 minutes. Yet the 
two Queenslanders were 
never expected to team 








up in a cxsnsoiouB effort 
to take the top two 
places. Housman and 
Perkins avoided each 
other in the week at 
Perth and deliberately 
alteied their training 
times so as not to be 
together at the pool. 
Their only 

consolation—if indeed 
they sought it—was the 
fact that the two 
Germans, Joerg 
Hoffman and Stefan 
Pfeiffer, in lanes four 
and three for the final, 
were not expected to 
help each other either. 

Perkins, the eventual 
hero of the night, said 
later he went into the 
race with the attitude 
that it would be closely 
fought between him and 
Housman. and that he 
did not expect the 
Germans to pose too 
serious a threat. Yet, 
what a race it was! 
Perkins set a scorching 
pace, swimming the 
first 100 metres in less 
than a minute and 
maintaining the rhythm 
to lead up to the 700 
metre mark. It was there 
that Hoffman, who had 
looked as though he 
were struggling, crept 
up to Perkins' shoulder, 
to draw level and finally 
lead the Australian by a 
stroke. 

On and on they 
battled, with Housman a 
good 30 metres behind 
them. Halfway through 
the race it became fairly 
obvious the Housman 
would not be among the 
medals and the first 
among Perkins and 
Hoffman to lose rhythm 
or lose heart would 
forfeit the gold medal. 
By the 1000 metre mark 
it became apparent that 
unless the race leaders 
slowed dramatically, the 
world record would be 
shattered and it seemed 
as though the prediction 



American Tom Jager gives a yetp of delight 
after he clinched the 50 m freestyle 


by the Australian team 
doctor of a 14:46.00 
timing would be fairly 
accurate. 

Who would slow? Who 
would tire? Whose 
muscles would start to 
ache? But nothing of the 
sort happened. 

Hoffman, spurred on by 
Perkins’ early pace. 


maintained the lap 
timings with the 
Australian at his 
shoulder. Perkins made 
up ground agonisingly, 
only to lose it on the 
turns, yet there was 
never more than a metre 
that seperated the two 
swimmers, so closely 
and so dramatically was 


this nice fought. With 
i 00 metres to go, it wa.s 
Perkins, known for his 
sprinting capability, 
who turned on the heat, 
catching Hoffman only 
to lose half a stroke on 
the fatal last turn and to 
finish less than a 
quarter of a second 
behind the German, who 
clocked an amazing 
14:50.36 to the 
Australian’s 14:50.58. # 
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By Brian Blaiwllle 

I 


W HY do football managers, even 
the most admired and respected 
of them, make such 
extraordinary tactical mistakes? 
The game’s history is littered with 
managers and coaches who have made 
strategic blunders- and paid the price. 

When Kenny Dalglish of Liverpool—a 
manager for whom success came from 
the start -recently put out his team 
against Arsenal at Highbury, it was hard 
to believe what one saw. 

Four days earlier, on the same ground, 
Arsenal, in a League Cup match, had 
been thrashed 6-2 by a rampant 
Manchester United, the first time the 
Gunners had conceded six goals at 
Highbury since 1921. 

It was legitimate to suppose they must 
be still in a state of shock, just ripe to be I 
bit hard and early, and caused to collapse ; 
again. Moreover Liverpool, of all teams 
in England, had just the sort of attackers 
available to do it. 

Rubbing one's eyes, one saw instead 
that Liverpool were deploying the most 
ludicrously defensive team. 

In the midfield, Dalglish had of all 
things placed two full-backs, Barry 
Venison and David Burrows. The 
previous Liverpool home game, against 
Manchester City, which I also saw. had 
Burrows, utterly left footed, at 
right-back, and Venison simply left out 
of the squad, when it was he who seemed 
the ideal replacement for Steve N icol. 
who was ill. 

Instead. Dalglish used the lanky Gary 
Ablett, i-eally a centre-back or defensive 
midfielder, at left-back, where the poor 
fellow was run ragged, and Liverpool, as 
Dalglish himself admitted, had to be 
content with a 2-2 draw which could well 
have been a defeat. 

At Arsenal, defeat was indeed 
Liverpool's lot. the first they had suffered 
in the Championship all season. Arsenal, 
whose four-in-line defence had been a 
fiasco against Manchester United, now 
brought in their elegant Irish 










MAKE A MESS OF IT 


;verything 


international David O'Leary as a 
sweeper, took the game to a Liverpool 
team using just one striker in Ian Rush, 
and eventually won it 3-0. 

Ever since the England managership 
of Alf Ramsey, who did indeed win a 
World Cup in 1966, there has been a 
tendency among managers and coaches 
to treat soccer as a kind of arcane rite, to 
which only they themselves, the elect and 
initiates, are possessed of true 
knowledge. 

Outside that magical circle, no one 
really understands the game Yes, game 
You would think it was some kind of a 
religious observance. 

Yet the truth of the matter is that 
football's past is full of the most 
ridiculous mistakes made by managers 
and coaches who ought to have known 
better. Who, indeed, make out that they 
DO know better 

From this, Ramsey himself w-as very 
far from exempt. 1 am not referring to his 
Wingless Wonders tactics of 1966 which, 
after he had jettisoned all the true 
wingers in his squad, led eventually to 
victory, and poisoned the wells of British 
football for years to come. 

I am thinking, much more specifically. 
of the match at Wembley one spring 
evening in 1972, when England met 
West Germany in a first leg European 
Nations Cup cfuarter final. 

Walking into the Press Box at 
Wembley, I was astonished to find that 
Ramsey had picked a midfield without a 
single ball-winning player; a real 
wi^-half-back, to return to the old 
terminology. 

It seemed a match made safe fur the 
formidable blond West German Gunter 
Netzer, and so it proved. He simply ran 
(wild in the midfield, and England lost, 

3-1. Which meant they had to win 
handsomely in Berlin were they to 
survive. 

But Ramsey did not even try to win. He 
put out a team full of hard, defensive 
men. the very reverse from the indulgent 



Argentina 
themselves, 
under the 
celebrated Cesar 
Menotti, played 
into Italy’s hands 
in the 1982 
World Cup in 
Spain, playing 
Diego Maradona 
up front where 
lie could be 
marked out of 
the game by 
Gentile. Soccer's 
tacticians are 
sometimes too 
clever for tiietr 
own good. 


one which he had fielded at Wembley, 
and one in its own way as ill-designed to 
do the needful job as was his first side. 

A bruising, gritty 0-0 draw resulted, 
after which Gunter Netzer trenchantly 
remarked; “The whole England team has 
autographed my leg.” 

In the last World Cup, Bobby Robson 
suddenly decided before the vital game in 
Cagliari against Holland that England 
would play with a sweeper. In his eight 
years as manager, they had never done 
so before. 

Indeed, Robson had insisted time and 
again that the sweeper system was 
foreign to English players and that he 
would never employ it. Yet here he 
was—as one of his players, Steve 
McMahon, would later 
protest—imposing it on his team without 
any real preparation whatsoever. 

Against the Dutch, it could be said to 
bring a draw, though since they had but 
one central striker it was probably 
unnecessary. Belgium were then beaten 
in Bologna. But in Naples against the 
Cameroons it simply collapsed, and was 
abandoned late in the game. “A flat back 
four saved us,” admitted Robson. 

Back in the 1974 World Cup in West 
Germany, that eminent tactician Enzo 
Bearzot, later a distinguished Italian 
team manager, was sent to watch 
Argentina. 

He reported that Rene Houseman was 
playing in midfield, so when they met 
Argentina in Stuttgart, Italy marked 
him with a midfielder, Fabio CapeUo. 

Disaster. Houseman, a natural winger, 
tiny and fast, ran Capello ragged on the 
left flank and Argentina scored in 
consequence. Not till late in the game 
was a switch made by Italy. 

Argentina themselves, under the 
celebrated Cesar Menotti, played into 
Italy’s hands in the 1982 World Cup in 
Spain, playing Diego Maradona up front 
where he could be marked out of the 
game by Gentile. Soccer’s tacticians are 
sometimes too clever for their own good. 









USE IT OR 


T his week we are 
fcxjussiiifif on the 
most vital 
instrument in 
one’s Ixxly the brain 
Perched high above the 
more physical parts of 
the bcxly, this cerebral 
organ is also subject to 
the first law of locker 
room dynamics, “Use it 
or lose it. ” 

For centuries the 
belief prevailed that the 
brain could not be 
influenced by us 
mortals— it was a gift 
one came endowed with. 
Recent studies have 
however proved that the 
brain can be bulked up. 
The brain can be made 
stronger and even 
larger—in response to 
the demands placed on 




it, like how muscles bulk 
up after exercise. 

How is it possible? 
Well, neurons are the 
cells responsible for 
thinking. By 
stimulating the brain 
you will not sprout fresh 
neurons but you can 
encourage your brain to 
make new connections 
between the neurons 
you already have. As 
Marian Diamond, 
neuroanatomist at the 
University of California, 
Berkeley puts it. “The 
mind thrives on new 
experiences. A nerve cell 
needs to be stimulated 
and for this one needs to 
do active creative work. ” 

This may sound like 
Dale Carnegie stuff but 
it's backed by lab 


studies. Researchers 
have discovered that 
rats living in stimulated 
environments grow 
bigger brains, while 
those in boring cages 
lose some lobe. 

How do we make it 
happen is the next 
question that comes to 
mind. Everyday 
pleasures like reading, 
scrabble and other 
creative pursuits seem to 
improve problem 
solving,and language 
ability 

The damage starts to 
set in when one falls into 
the rut. Men are so 
moneterarily inclined 
these days, that they are 

Once In a while just let 
the hair down and 

have some real fun. 


always on the edge. 

They place a lot of 
pressure on the brain, 
making it work 
overtime on the gory 
details of that extra 
rupee that has to be 
earned. The grey cells do 
not get a break, and 
after some time the 
brain needs some extra 
coaxing to get 
stimulated and function 
in the same capacity. 

The way to avoid this 
would be to give the 
brain some activity that 
is fun and challenging 
at the same time 
Remember the brain 
functions exactly like 
the brawn; you wouldn’t 
stick to a boring exercise 
routine for more than a 
couple of days, so why 
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you give it.all you’ve got. 

As children we tend to 
slip into the ‘zone’ very 
often, sometimes even 
unknowingly. But as 
adiUts we tend to fall 
into the ‘rut’, of 
mundane everyday 
affairs. 

. The brain like the 
body also responds to 
what we eat. Protein—3 


to 4 oxmces of it—at 
lunch and dinner can 
send enough tyrosine to 
the brain to promote the 
production of chemicals 
that keep us alert. 
However, there is a 
minor hitch with this 
power eating. Protein is 
almost always 
accompanied by fat, and 
fat has a oouple of 


Get yourself into ‘the 
zone’ more often and 
just freak out... 

drawbacks. Firstly it 
places a heavier burden 
on the digestive system, 
diverting the blood from 
the brain. Secondly fat 
can line along the 
arteries and impede the 
flow of blood to the 
brain. 

The brain thrives on 
blood. And the best 
stimulant that rushes 
the blood to the brain is 
exercise. Regular 
exercise helps improve 
the ‘thinking muscle’ by 
putting more oxygen in 
to the blood. And the 
brain is an oxygen 
glutton. It represents 
just 2% of our body 
weight but sucks up 20 


to 30% of our oxygen 
intake. Aerobic 
exercises boost the 
mental abilities because 
of the higher cerebral 
oxygen levels. 

Also, once in a while 
give your brain a ‘break’. 
The brain follows a basic 
rest/ activity cycle that 
repeats itself once every 
90 minutes. Trouble can 
build if we habitually 
Ignore that rest phase of 
the cycle because we are 
not giving the body 
some time to do it’s inner 
book-keeping. 

So folks, you don’t 
have to trouble your 
head to tune your brain. 
Just make room for the 
ooimtless pleasureable 
ways to smarten up, that 
life already offers. # 
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Step forward attd throw left 
middle punch 
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C ARRYING on with 
the kata we're 
serialising, now 
make a 180“ turn 
and perform a right 
gidan-barai while going 
into the zen-kutsu- 
dachi. Then, pull the 
right foot back a little, 
going into neko-ashi- 
dachi while delivering a 
tetsui-uchi the right 
hand. Step forward with 
the left leg and throw a 
chudan-oi-tsuki. Turn 
90“ to the left, perform¬ 
ing a gidan-barai while 
going into zen-kutsu- 
dachi. 

Stay tuned in to this 
column as we will be 
serialising the rest of 
this kata in the coming 
weeks. 

By Shivsil Ganguly 
Kyokushfaikallcan karate 

PHOTCXJHAPHS RAMAN BHALLA 
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A State Of Shock 


W HEN 1 flipped through the 
pages of the 'year-end' issue of 
Sportsworld. it was delightful to 
read about the prodigies of Indian 
spxjrt. Sachm Tendulkar and V. 
Anand. Yet I wondered why we 
are unable to produce as gifted, 
young sportswomen I can't really 
recall any sportswoman who is of 
world standard, from India. It is 
really sad that we cannot produce 
Capriatis. Grafs and Coinencis 
from India. While Indian women 
are coming up to world standards 
in other fields, why not in sports*’ 
Is it the fact that women arc not so 
involved or dedicated to sport in 
India? Or do they want to use the 
ladder of sport to get on to other 
careers’’ 1 knik forward to the 
golden era in Indian sport where 
India has somebody like a Flo Jo 
or a Steffi Graf or a Jennifer 
Capriati or a Nadia (■ommenri 
who are reckoned with 
throughout the world and who 
can keep the flag flying for their 
country 
SUHESH. 

Maduraj 


Irreplaceable mmmmmmmmmm 

Kapil IJev s interview to 
Sportsworld was leally gtiod In 
fact the magazine should also 
have earned a table showing his 
376 wickets People are now 
talking in terms of a replacement 
forKaps But the fact remains 
that at present there is no 
I'eplacement for Kapil. Kapil the 
player will gracefully make way 
to a newcomer who can prove 
himself to be an artiste of the 
seam. Till then Indian cricket will 
continue to benefit from this 
jvorkhorse. 

G.K. HALDAR 
New Delhi. 


Keep It Dp ——— 

Liooking back at Sportsworld 
through the year 1990, the issues 
that covered the World Cup and 
the Asian Games were superb. The 
interviews carried through the 
year were exhaustive and 
informative at the same time. 


Sunil ('lava-skar's interview to 
ttie magazine perhaps the most 
exti'iisive OIK* given to an.y 
magazine saw Rohit Brijnathdo 
a commendable job Mudar 
Patherya's articles were thought 
provoking and the articles Pride 
and Pri'iudice', The year 2040' 
and the art icle. The 
misundi'rstoixl Master' had that 
distinc‘t Mudar touch 
Mr Brijnath saying Goixi Day 
Matos from Australia during the 
Aust ralian Open and Andy O' 

Brieii joining hinvat Wimbledon 
were extremely nice gestures Tlie j 
photo features were as smashing 
as ever Nadia. Ashwini. Zeeshun 
and Steffi Graf all figured in some 
memorable photo features All 
these and the style of reixirting by 
your enthusiastic correspondents 
has made Sports woi’id an integral 
part of our lives. Please keep up 
the good work 
SRINIVAS NY APATHY. 
Rajahmundiy 


Hearty congratulations for the i 

•supierb. Year end Special issueof i 
Sportsworld Kapil Dev should 
have also been considered as the , 

Man of the Year', on bt'coming the j 
second highest wicket-taker in the i 
world, second only to Hadlee i 

Full marks to Vivek Das and 
Bhaskar Das for giving us a 
superb cover and a calendar ; 

S HUSSAIN. 

Dibruparh 

Kudos I I 

K udos to sportsworld for that i 
fantastic interview with l-’ranz ! 
Beckenbauer. (SportSH'orid. 19th 1 
December) The questions asked i 
by Arno Luik were interesting 
and informative and almost every j 
aspect of Beckenbauer's life was 
covered. 

A most complete interview. 
BIJANBANDHOPADHYAY. i 
Calcutta I 

' . '^<1 










RANJI TROPHY ZONAL ROUNDUP 





SAURAV GANGULY has 
only himself to blame for 
having to wait so long to 
record his maiden 
first-class hundred 
Severely liickmg in 
concentration for 
distressingly long, he 
could have easily got his 
maiden hundmd against 
Bihar, in his third first 
class match. But lost the 
opportunity through 
siieer lack of 
application. 

Now you may turn 
around and say, come 
on. that s too harsh on 
an eighteen-year-old 
boy. He deserves more 
time Possibly, yes. He | 
has j ust got his driving 
licence and doesn’t have 
liis voting rights, yet. 

Saurav had finished 
the group league 
engagements with an 
average of 99, which by 
any standard is 
impressive. But then 
there is another 
argument- Sachin 
Tendulkar has raised 
the ‘floor level’ so much 
that the accent on 
success at a young age is 
now overwhelming. 

There are many in 
Bengal who are already 
feeling optimistic about 
Saurav When an A,iit 
Wadekai- got;s on record 
saying he is a better bet 
than Kambli, when a 
Shastri praises him 
highly. that optimism is 
further strengthened. 

It may seem absui-d to 
many, but a lot of 
cricketers of the sUite 
believe that Saurav, 
given the opportunity, 
Snurav Ganguly; 
himself to blame 

















EAST ZONE 


will go the Tendulkar 
way. While Assam, 
Bihar, Orissa and 
Tripura are hardly the 
sort of opponents 
against whom you can 
judge the true 
capabilities of a 
cricketer, if you set the 
yardstick aside for the 


Saurav Ganguly 
hos only himself 
to blame having 
to wait so long to 
record his moiden 
first-class 
hundred. Lacking 
severely in 
concentration for 
distressingly 
long, he could 
easily hove got 
his maiden 
hundred against 
Bihar, in his third 
first class match. 
But lost the 
opportunity 
through 
lack of 
application... 


time being. Saurav did 
play a key role in Bengal 
finishing first in the 
east zone group league. 

Now they will play the 
winner of the 
Maharastra-Karnataka 
match in the quarter 
final to be played at the 
Eden Gardens from 
16-20 February. 

That Bengal would 
eventually emerge 
Number One from the 


league was not quite a 
surprise. But that they 
would go about it in 
such a clinical fashion 
aJid leave the second 
team far behind was 
difficult to predict. 

Bengal established 
their superiority with 79 
points, while the other 
team Bihar collected 56. 
It all came as a pleasant 
surprise to the die-hard 
Bengal supporters who 
had tecomo 
disillusioned after 
Bengal’s indifferent 
showing in the Irani 
Trophy 

To make things worse, 
Bengal was subjected to 
some ridiculous 
selection bungling 
Arun Lai, 

unquestionably the best 
man available for the 
job. was not made the 
captain. Some important 
officials (not the 
selectors) felt that Lai 
would be t(XJ hot for 
them to handle After 
all. one all-powerful 
official in the Cricket 
Association of Bengal 
(CAB) IS involved in a 
feud with Ijs! 
for the last one and a 
half years. 

You may wonder how 
personal problems 
I should affect decisions 
regarding a player's 
selection and his 
chances of being the 
skipper of a side. Well, 
the answer is, in the 
CAB- -always a hotbed of 
conspiracies—personal 
relationships and 
equations do count a lot 
If you are ambitious you 
cannot afford to upset 
an official, even if you do 


well in the field. 

To cut a long story 
short, the 

mild-mannered Pranab 
Roy was made the 
skipper—a compromise 
candidate, as many 
thought. But, ironically, 
Roy was not even called 
to the selection 
meetings. The selectors 
not on ly decided the 
composition of the team 
but also laid out the 
batting order, which, 
without a doubt, is the 
skipper’s prerogative. 

So far Pranab Roy has 
not dared to protest and 
still remains at the 
helm. 

His main hope, Arun 
Lai, had started off the 
season extremely well 
The bearded batsman 
got a fighting hundred 
in the Irani Trophy,and 
followed it up with two 
. centuries against Bihar 
and Orissa. But the 
moment Pakistan's tour 
of India was cancelled, 
he seemed to lose all his 
motivation. He could not 
cross fifty even once 
since then 

And yet, all that did 
; not affect Bengal. With 
I Sau rav. as wel 1 as others 
' also making useful 
i contributions, is Bengal 
learning to play cricket 
! minus Arun Lai? It 
I remai ns to be seen. and 
I the real test for them 
j will be the knockout 
; matches whore Bengal 
j will once agai n have to 
I prove their worth 
I Though Bihar 
‘ eventually made it to the 
knockout stages, and 
Assam could not. it was 
the latter who earned a 


61 














lot ol‘respect Despite 
being a side without 
much of a cricketing 
background to boast of, 
they nearly made it, 
before losing out to 
Bihar just one point 
Orissa pi'oved to be a 
disappointment. Saba 
Karim recoi'dod tns 
career-best 2 ’.)^ against 
them whereas Bengal 
condemned them to an 
innings defeat 
One of ttie reasons 
could be a big row that 
erupted between ttie 
officaals of the Oris.sa 
Cricket Assix-iation and 
six senii If cnckeler.s of 
the stat<-, liefore the start 
of ttic season 'l’hc.sc 
cricketers Hanjik 
Bishwal. Debashis 
Mohanty, Sritam Das, 
Dhirencira Booth. 
Biswajit Mohanty and 
Akshay Pande spoke 
openly against the 
administration, 
complaining of lack of 
practice facilities and 


demanded an immediate 
ouster of the OCA 
secretary. They even 
went to the extent of 
saying, “the 
administration should 
be in the hands of such 
people who will not live 
off the OCA funds, but 
will do their best for the 
development of cricket 
in the state." 

Whether the players’ 
allegation was right or 
wrong remains highly 
debatable But no one is 
disputing the fact that 
this unfortunate 
ciontroversy refleclcd m 
Ori.s.sa’s showing Uns 
season 

Tripura, known to be 
the babes, played to 
justify their 'reputation'. 
Against them Bengal 
recorded their second 
highest Ranji 
score 7.58• - with Ashok 
Malhotra getting a 
double hundred. He was 
ably supported by a 
till-then out-of-form 


Arun Lai was not 
made the 
captain...One all 
powerful official 
in the CAB is 
involved in a 
prolonged feud 
with Lai for the 
last one and a 
half years...in 
CAB always a 
hotbed of 
conspiracies, 
personal 

reiationsMps and 
^^qfitMlfedo^ 
count a lot... 


Snehasish Ganguly who 
went on to score 158 the 
Tripura batsmen folded 
up quickly to give 
Bengal a big win, by an 
innings and 316 runs. 

In the beginning of 
the season it seemed that 


the Ranji champions 
would be handicapped 
by the absence of their 
skipper Sambaran 
BanerjcKj who retired 
last season. But Mintoo 
Das the new 
wicketkeeper, has 
proved everyone wrong; 
Showing dependability 
behind the stumps, he 
also impressed with the 
bat 

Saurav not only 
played a very vital 
knock against Assam 
and pulled Bengal out of 
the wo<jds but came good 
with the ball too. His 
13 wicket haul was 
more than a bonus for 
Bengal With Saradindu 
Mukherjee performing 
poorly in the 
preliminary matches, he 
came along just as they 
needed someone to add 
some sting to their 
limited bowling 
resources. 

Gautam Bhattadwrya, 

















Centenary Gift 


O N the eve of enter, 
-ing the hun¬ 
dredth year of his 
life on January 
14, the Maharashtra 
cricket team presented 
the grand old man of In¬ 
dian cricket Prof. D B. 
Deodhar with a 
memorable gift; The 
Talim trophy, which 
they won through their 
all-round supremacy in 
the Charminar 
Challenge Planji trophy 
national cricket 
championship. 

Prof. Deodhar is the 
president of the 
MahEurashtra Cricket 
Association and in his 
heyday was the captain 
of the state’s Hanji team 
when they had their two 
triumphs in the 1940s. 

Maharashtra topped 
the league table even 
though they did not 
have a single outright 
win. They had 64 points, 
Burmore than Bombay’s 
68, with Baroda third on 
56, 'followed by 
Saurashtra35, and 
Gujarat 33. 

Keen interest in the 
title tight was alive till 
the last day of the 
league, when 
Maharashtra needed 47 
to take the vital lead 
agaizust Bombay to 
nudge of them in 
the tqp table clash at 


Pune. After trailing 
Maharashtra, Bombay 
faced a crisis, and was 
not even sure of their 
second place in the 
tournament. 

More than 600 miles 
away, Baroda were 
going for an outright 
win over Saurashtra in 
their last match. That 
would have brought 
them on par with 
Bombay. The need for 
the former 

champions was then to 
clinch an additional 
bonus point to keep the 
margin. This Bombay 
did in the second 
innings getting three to 
be on the safe side. 

Bombay may harp on 
the excxise that they did 
not win the league 
because they missed the 
services of their Test 
stars, Shastri, captain 
for the season, Sanjay 
Manjrekar, Sachin 
Tendulkar and Raju 
Kulkarni, but the 
replacements, like 
opener Sameer Deghe, 
Vinod Kambli, and 
Chandu Pandit gave a 
good account of 
themselves, proving 
useful and competent, 
making a valiant effort 
to power their side right 
to the top. 

One of the top players 
who was sorely missed 


was Raju Kulkarni, who 
had been instrumental 
in their win over Gujarat 
in the first match. 

In Raju Kulkarni’s 
absence Pradad Desai 
protege of the former 
Indian bowling celebrity 
Ramakant Desai—now a 
BCA selector—bowled 
well, but received little 
help from the wicket. 
Alsu inducted into the 
Bombay team was Salil 


Vinod Kambli: gave a 
good account of 
himself- 



Ankola, from 
Maharashtra. The 
Indian bowler who 
toured Pakistan was not 
an overnight success in 
the first two games, but 
there is hope for him as 
he is able to bowl long 
spells which suggest 
that his chronic fitness 
problems are now 
behind him and he can 
now concentrate on 
further sharpening his 
skills. 

Bombay had serious 
problems in the spin 
department, especially 
as the crafty left-arm 
spinner Sanjay Patil was 
not fit for the last game 
against Maharashtra 
where Piyixsh Soneji 
made a heartening debut 
with bat and ball (three 
wickets and 40 runs). 
And he is the best fielder 
in the zone. 

Bombay still do not 
have a good offspin 
bowler or a leg spinner; 
but Iqbal Khan and 
Rajput did a good job, 
Rajput claiming five 
against Baroda Baroda 
tormented Bombay 
offering a towering total 
of 483. Baroda had 
Rashid Patel bowling 
with the fire of old 
against Bombay and 
coming back into the 
zone team for the Duleep 
Trophy. 

P.V.I. Ksr, Bombay 







The Nawabs’ 





W ITH three 

equally strongr 
teams in the 
fray the South 
Zone Ranji Trophy 
league has always 
provided a keen and 
exciting race for the top 
honours. Prom that 
viewpoint this year's 
league was a big 
disappointment. Very 
early in the season, it 

Arshad Ayub; a 
shrewd captain 


became obvious that 
Tamil Nadu would not 
qualify and that 
Hyderabad and 
Karnataka would be the 
teams to make it to the 
knockout phase from 
the zone. 

Tamil Nadu’s tale of 
woe started from their 
first match against Goa. 
On the very first day 
T N skittled out Goa 
for 154 and then scored 
30 for one. There was no 
further play which 




T he talking point of the South Zone Raryi 
Trophy league was not Hyderabad’s 
superb all roimd efficiency which saw 
them clinch the title long before the 
season was over, or the particularly 
disappointing show by Tamil Nadii, perhaps 
the strongest team on paper. The major topic 
of discussion was the tactical and 
mathematical blunders committed by Andhra 
which more than anything else, saw the team 
finish last.with 25 points. 

For long, Andhra has been the team that the 
“big three" in the zone have feared. Always a 
fighting side, Andhra have given Hyderabad. 
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu a run for their 
money many times and on one famous 
occasion at Salem in Jantiary 1975 they even 
defeated Tamil Nadu by one run. In 1B65-86. 
Andhra were the surprising winners of the 
zonal title while Hyderabad and Karnataka did 
not even qualify. 

This time the team did not perform badly. In 
fact this time there were some fine batting 
performances from Oscar Vinod Kumar, 
Vincent Vinay Kumar and M.F. Rehman. But 
lack of planning and no apparent knowledge 
of the new rules cost them dearly in two 
matches. 

The first was against Kerala. Addhra 
amassed a total of 420 runs and Kerala replied 









Do It Again! 


meant that Tamil Nadu 
were deprived of 
valuable points against a 
traditonally weak 
opponent. Srikkanth in 
desperation declared the 
innings at that juncture 
to get one point. 
According to the rules, 
if even the first innings 
is not completed the 
teams share two points 
each. By declaring and 
conceding the first 
innings lead, Srikkanth 
assured his team of 


three points, even 
though it also meant 
that Goa would get five. 
Four bowling bonus 
points saw Tamil Nadu 
with a haul of seven 
points which was 
unimpressive compared 
to the 22 or 23 points 
they managed against 
Goa in the past. 

From that moment 
Tamil Nadu had either 
to score an outright 
victory over Hyderabad 
or Karnataka or hope 


that the other two giants 
performed badly against 
the weaker sides. 

Neither of these 
happened and Tamil 
Nadu finished a poor 
third with 58 points. 
Hyderabad won the 
zonal championship 
with 85 points while 
Karnataka had 77 
points. Never was the 
disparity between the 
top three teams so 
obvious. 

There was a distinct 


lack of fighting 
approach by the Tamil 
Nadu team and the only 
silver lining for TamU 
Nadu was the discovery 
of a potentially fine all 
rounder in Ashish 
Kapoor. The 20-year-old 
former Indian 
under—19 player shone 
in the team’s victories 
over Kerala and Andhra. 
In the first match he 
took 11 wickets and top 
scored with 73. In the 
second he took five 


Mathematical Blunders 


with 346. Andhra skipper 
Chamxmdeswarnath made a strange decision, 
when he decided to forfeit the second innings. 
In the remaining time instead, he reckoned he 
could take a couple of bowling bonus points. 
The decision lacked logic as it was obvious 
there was a woeful lack of bite in the Andhra 
bowling. Moreover he had got mathematical 
calculations wrong. He was apparently not 
aware of the new rule that the overs ded acted 
between the innings was two and not three and 
also that a fraction of an over did not count So 
now Keirala had to get 75 runs for victory in 
130 overs. 

Kerala grabbed the golden opportunity and 
reached th^r target of 75 runs in 130 overs for 
th^ loss of one wicket and with l A overs to 
spare.. 

Itf was a oolossed blunder by 
Chamundeswarnath and he paid for it. At an 
emergency meeting the Andhra Cricket 
Association not only stripped him from the 
captkincy but also from the team. 

But Andhra’s tMe of woe was not yet over. A 
couple of weelts after ^ey again got their 
arithmetic wrong in the match against 
Hyderabad. Andhra had done very well 
scoring 334 and 334 in their two innings. 
Hyderabad with 414 in their first innings now 
had the of ebhring jB5h runs for victory in 


13 minutes and 20 mandatory overs—an 
impossible task. Hyderabad duly reached 150 
for seven and then learnt that 120 runs had to 
be added since Andhra bowled ten overs short. 

Andhra seemed to think that they could take 
their own sweet time to bowl the mandatory 20 
overs. But the umpires pointed out that even 
those 20 overs should be bowled at a rate of an 
over every four minutes Thus Andhra after 
doing well in two matches lost both through 
lack of planning and not being aware of the 
rules. The Andhra captain this time was 
Kamaraju but most of the blame was attached 
to the team manager G. A. Pratap Kumar who 
is also a qualified first class umpire. It was 
said that he should have guided his team 
properly on the new rules. 

Andhra however did not take the matter Isdng 
down. They protested to the Ranji Trophy 
Committee of the Board alleging that the 
Hyderabad batsmen adopted time wasting 
tactics which led in turn to the Andhra bowlers 
being forced to take time to send down their 
overs. The protest however was rejected at 
Calcutta this month with the Board view being 
that it was a miscalculation by Andhra. 

It certainly was. 
l*wtabfl«nelMiMl 








wickets in the first 
innings and again top 
scored with 70. Another 
newcomer, N Gautham, 
scored an unbeaten 101 
in his first Ranji Trophy 
game. But among the 
established stars only 
former Indian player 
Robin Singh played 
with consistency. 

Hyderabad’s superb 
all round efficiency saw 
them retain the 
Soundararajan Trophy. 
So clear was their 
supremacy that they 
had virtually made sure 
of topping the zonal 
table well before the 
season ended. They 
outplayed Giia, Kerala 
and (Andhra the last 
named in rather 
dramatic circumstances) 
held their own against 
Tamil Nadu and lost to 
Karnataka in their final 
match by 76 runs. Flven 
that loss mcule no 
difference to the final 


standings. 

In the absence of 
Azharuddin, Hyderabad 
was led shrewdly by 
Arshad Ayub Not only 
did Ayub prove to be a 
fine captain tactically, 
but he also led from the 
front with some 
excellent all-round 
performancxis. 

Now Hyderabad has a 
very good chance of 
regaining the Trophy 
which they last won in 
1986-87. It must not be 
forgotten that 
Azharuddin will be 
available for the kncxik 
out games. 

Karnataka deservedly 
clinched a place in the 
knock out stage. In 
recent years Karnataka 
has gone through a lean 
period. The retirement 
of several stalwarts had 
made the team weak and 
in the last couple of 
years, under Roger 
Binny. Karnataka were 


in the rebuilding 
process This season it 
was obvious that the 
rebuilding was over and 
Karnataka under new 
captain Syed Kirmani 
were a fine all round 
side. Karnataka scored 
outright victories over 
Andhra, Kerala and 
Hyderabad, gained 
valuable points in their 
rain—hit tie against 
Goa. Against Tamil 
Nadu the batting was in 
full bloom. 

Batting over two days, 
Karnataka hit up a 
massive 716. Karnataka 
was also well served by 
the bowlers, principally 
by the current Indian 
leg spinner Anil 
Kumble. The latter, in 
fact, had a fine match 
against Kerala scoring ' 
his maiden Ranji 
hundred and capturing 
eleven wickets. Like 
Hyderabad, Karnataka 
too can.be rated as 


having a very good 
chance of regaining the 
trophy they last won in 
1982-83. 

Kerala did better than 
expected, finishing 
fourth with 46 points. 
Goa finishing fifth with 
29 points had another 
poor season. Andhra 
surprisingly finished 
last with 25 points but, 
their poor showing was 
not bwause of sub 
standard performances 
but on mathematical 
blundering. 

Hyderabad’s Abdul 
Azeem crossed the 3000 
run mark while 
Karnataka’s Raghuram 
Bhat took his 300th 
wicket. 

Overall points table: 
Hyderabad 85, 
Karnataka 77, Tamil 
Nadu 58, Kerala 46, Goa 
29, Andhra 25. ' 

Partab Rsmclwnd, Madras 












QU« 

QUESTIONS 

1. Which Indian cricketer took three 
wickets with four balls in his first 
ever Test? 

2. Indian cricketer of the 80's was 
dubbed the 'Colonel'? 

3. / Mushtaq Mohammad became 
the youngest player to appear in 
a Test match, who were 
Pakistan’s opponents and 
where? 

4. Who is the'odd man out'of the 
following foreign-bom Test 
payers of England; Colin 
Cowdrey, Boo Woolmer, Phil 
Edmonds and Robin Jackman? 

5. Which cricketer of the present 
Indian squad retired hurt with a 
badly cut face in his debut Test 
when a lifter from Benjamin 
struck him beneath the eye? 

6. Which Australian batsman is 
nicknamed 'Swampy'? 

7. When did England defeat India 
by an innings for the first time on 
the Indian soil? 

8. When did England win a Test 
match in Delhi for the first time? 

9. Who became the first batsman to 
score a hundredth first-class 
century in a Test match? 

ANSWERS 

1. RaviShastri. 

2. Dilip Vengsarkar. 

3. The West Indies, Lahore. 

4. Phil Edmonds who was bom in 
Lusaka, Zambia (All others were 
born in India). 

5. Sanjay Manjtekar. 


QUIZ/BRIOQE 

6. Geoff Marsh. 

7. In1976. (First Test, at Delhi). 

8. In 1972. (First Test). 

9. In August, 1977 (Fourth Test v 
Australia at Leeds). 

SSiSSIE 

Most of the coups with catchy 
names were christened by the late 
Ely Culbertson whose debt bridge 
players would never quite be able 
to repay in full. One of these is the 
Merrimac Coup, so named by him 
after the American collier of the 
same name which the Americans 
themselves sunk in the Santiago 
Harbour during the 1848 war in 
an attempt, though unsuccessful, 
to stop the .advancement of the 
Spanish Armada. Ed Mafield of 
USA, West on today’s liand, used 
the Merrimac to good effect in the 
Cavendish team championship m 
New York:- 

West led the king of clubs and it 
would appear that declarer can 
make his contract. For example, if 
West continues with a second 
club, dummy ruffs, draws two 
rounds of trumps and tries to give 
up a diamond to establish the suit 
for spade pitches. When the 
singleton king appears, he simply 
concedes the third trump and 
claims tlie rest to make five. 

Manfield, however, executed the 
Merrimac Coup, the lead of an 


anauppoHed high honour to kill 
an important entry to an opposing 
hand, usually dummy’s by 
switching to the spiade king at 
trick two. Note what this did to 
declarer. With the spade entry 
gone, and unaware of the 
singleton king, declarer naturally 
hnessed the diamonds, losing to 
the king. All would still have been 
well for declarer but Manfield 
followed up now with a club, 
forcing dummy to ruff. Declarer 
pulled a diamond to his ace and 
Manfield made the third fine move 
on the hand by refusing to ruff (or 
else declarer could win the return, 
draw trumps ending in dummy 
and claim), leaving declarer 
resourceless. 


NOFITH(dummy) 
4' A 10 6 2 
A 8 6 
O J 10 5 4 

* 7 


WEST 
W K 3 
C' O 10 3 

<> K 

4kAK9B643 


EAST 
# J 9 4 
T'J 5 

.'.■9 8 6 3 2 
WiQ 10 2 


WEST 

1* 

Dble 

Pass 

«»■_ 


SOUTH 
Q 8 7 S 
K 9 7 4 2 
A 7 
J 5 


north east south 

P'bis Pass 24^ 

2-'' 3+ 3f-:‘ 

A":' All Pass 



FROM TEE TO GREEN 



The Right Equipment 


Golf isatouoh enouoh omie without hanoicappino 

YOURSELF BY USING FAULTY OR INAPPROPR lATE 
EQUIPMENT. 

HAVE.THE LOFTSANO LIES ON YOURCLUBS CHECXED TO 
MAKE &URE THEY SOITYOLTRPARTICUUR BUlU) AND 
ALWAYS KEEP YOUR GROOVES CLEAN. 











ROUNDUP 


F or a long time, Meherwan 
Daruwalla had been the king of 
Indian squash. The Maharashtra 
ace won the national title five 
times until he was dethroned by 
Adrian Ezra in the Madras 
Nationals two years ago. Since 
then, he has not been able to ttirn 
the tables on Ezra. In faxn,, at the 
Calcutta Nationals last month, 
Daruwalla lost to the younger 
Ezra in straight games. 

In the absence of Ezra however, 
Daruwalla is very much the man 
to beat for a title. This was proved 
in the seventh Wills Southern 
India Open Squash championship 
sponsored by ITC and organised 
by the Madras Cricket Club in the 
city in January. Ezra was not able 
to participate since he had to 
return to the USA for pursuing 
his studies. All the other top 
players took part and the list 
included besides Daruwalla, 
Ravinder Malik, Aijan Singh and 
R. Brar. There were a total of 41 
entries with the Services giving 
the lion’s share of the entries—13. 

Predictably, the top four 
seeds—Daruwalla, Arjan Singh, 
Ravinder Mallick and R 
Brar—made it to the semi finals. 
And equally predictably it was the 
Services who dominated thus far 
with three of the four being from 
their ranks. But it was the man 
fi-om Maharashtra who ultimately 
won the title. Oaiuwalla made 
short work of Capt Brar in the 
semi final, the second seeded 
Arj\in Singh got the better of third 
seeded Mallick 9-4,9-0,9-2. 

Everything pointed to the final 
between Daruwalla and Arjan 
Singh being a keen tussle. For one 
thing, they had displayed equally 
fine form in the tournament thus 
far. And secondly, on the last two 
occasions they had met, 

Daruwalla had got the better of 
Arjan but only after five gruelling 

Meherwan Daruwaia: winner of 
the Southern India 
squash championships 
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games. The most recent being the 
semi final at the Calcutta 
Nationals. 

The first game pointed the way 
for a long drawn out tussle for 
supremacy. Doruwalla took a 3-0 
lead only for the 8tiu*dy sardar to 
draw level. The top seeded left 
hander then surgkl ahead for a 
£-5 lead, only a point away from 
talcing the game. But Aijun Singh 
varied his game cleverly, drew 
level and then took the game over 
extra points at 10-8. 

Even as the spectators sat back 
expecting another protracted duel 
in the second game, Daruwalla 
unleashed all his fury. He 
smashed powerfully, stroked 
fluently and with clever 
placements made Arjan Singh run 
ail over the court. In next to no 
time, he had taken the second 
game without the loss of a point. 
The third game was level going 
initially (2 all) but then Daruwalla 
again struck a purple patch and 
took the game 9-2. 

It seemed all over when 
Daruwalla led 4-0 in the foxirth 
game. But Arjan Singh had some 
fire still left in him. He levelled at 
four and at 7-6 in Daruwalla’s 
favour it still seemed anybody’s 
game. But the experienced 
Daruwalla then qxuckly finished 
off the game 9-6 for the match 
which lasted 60 minutes. 

For the first time, the 
organisers introduced a South 
India closed event. Vinoo 
Abraham won the title winning a 
close final against Arun 
Mtuugappan 1-9, 9-0,5-9,9-2, 

9-5. 

Paitab Ramchand 

KALYANI 


Inter-Varsity Athletics 


B y rights, the all India varsity 
athletics championships ought 
to be accorded a status next only 
to the National championships. 
Yet, year after year it is gone 
thro^h in the most cursory 
fashitm, almost in the matter of 
getting rid of something which 
cannot be avoided. At a time when 
fndian athletics is going through 



Zenia Ayrton: winner of the 
100m, 200m and 100m hurdles 


a very traumatic period, more so 
after the debacle at the Beijing 
Asian Games, it is indeed sad that 
the Varsity meet was held at a 
venue of which the lesser one 
says, that better it is. 

One must salute the likes of 
Zenia Ayrton and Anand 
Natarajan for having come to 
Kalyani, 60 km from Calcutta, 
and run no less than three events. 
Not just that, they also won them 
and in creditable timings. 

The conditions provided for the 
university athletics were abysmal, 
not that it was anything new. 
They have become used to such 
conditions. The track here in 
Kalyani was firm and fast, but at 
places it was rather imeven. There 
was a particularly big bump 
immediately after the start of the 
100m. Then around the 200m 
mark, there was a depression, 
which could have proved 
dangerous for the athletes. 


The starter ww inctwMtfAnt in 
his commands,' ipahsing either for 
too long between Set and the 
firing of the gun, or not pausing 
at all. Zenia was a victim of this as 
she was not even in the set 
position when the gun went off. 
The signal for the last lap in each 
of the events was given with a 
whistle. 

As for the performances, the 
pick of the lot as expected was 
Zenia in the women’s section and 
Natarajan in the men’s. Both 
tiimed in pleasant surprises 
adding an extra event each, to 
their usual lOOm and 200m. While 
Zenia made her debut in the 100m 
hurdles for the first time at a 
major meet, Natarajan gave a 
glimpse of his ftitxire event. 

Zenia, lying in the second place 
behind Milin Mohanty, another 
promising youngster from Utkal 
University, switched gears on the 
last three flights and clocked a 
life-best 14.9 seconds. Milin was 
second in 15.1 seconds. Zenia was 
impressive in the 100m (11.9) and 
the 200m (25.0)—especially so 
because there was no one to push 
her in either event. 

Natarajan, trying to get over 
the disappointment of not making 
the team for the Beijing Asian 
Games last September, seems to 
have made up his mind about the 
400m. After winning the 100m in 
10.6 seconds, a record equalling 
effort for the varsity 
championships, he ran the 200m 
in a new record time of 21.3 
seconds, the old record of 21.6 | 

seconds also being his. Then in 
the 400m he ran almost all alone 
and yet stopped the clock at 
48.5 seconds. 

The two national stars apart, 
there was nothing to enthuse 
about the meet. The only others to 
impress somewhat were the pole 
vaulter, Haj Kumar, who cleared 
4.00 metres, and Jai Kishan who 
won the 5,000m in 14:58.0. Raj 
Kumar was using a fibre glass 
pole for the first time in a meet, 
having procured it jiist a week 
ago. And he was unlucky as it 
snapped when he was going for 
4.06, which was a centimetre 
higher than the existing record. 

Jai Kishan, who has a best of 
14:41, ran a slowish first half and 
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his efforts to make up for that in 
tile last few laps did fetch him the 
top spot but did nothing to give 
hijn a decent time. He has the 
potential but needs the experience 
to realise the pace of a race while 
he is running it. He also finished 
third in the 1.500m. 

A final word about the illogical 
format of the championships. 
First, there were the zonal meets, 
from which the top four in each 
event were selected for the 
inter-zonals, making it 16 
participants in each event. But 
when the team championships are 
calculated, they are done so for 
individual universities, instead of 
it being zonal. Maybe, it would be 
better to revert to the format 
where all universities turned up 
which used to be the case till the 
year before last. 

ACorrsspondant 


BANGALORE 


Garden City Road Mile 


T wo new records were created 
in the second SURE Garden 
City Road Mile and Relays held at 
Bangalore recently. 

Satish of Southern Railways 
created a new record in the men's 
mile with a timing of 4:02.1 
against the record held by 
Sathyanarayana of Southern 
Railways of 4:21.1 in 1989. 

Poonam Singh of SURE won the 
women's mile with a timing of 
5:03.7 against her own 
timing of 4:58.4 in 1989. 

The Southern Railways team 
improved on their own record in 
the Men's 4x2km relay with a 
timing of 20:38.7. The old 
record was 21:28.2 in 1989. 

The YUVA team won the 4x2km 
women relay with a timing of 
26:28.2. 

SiniH Abraham 


ROURKELA 


Steel Kabaddi 


I T was fine team work that 
enabled the Tata Iron & Steel Co 
(TISCO) to annex the Inter Steel 


Kabaddi Championship held at the 
Ispat Stadium under the auspices 
of the Sports Cell of the Rourkela 
Steel Plant. 

TISCO won this trophy after 
almost a decade. In an exciting 
final, which stretched into extra 
time, TISCO dethroned last year’s 
champions Bhilai Steel Plant 
24-16. In the stipulated time both 
teams were locked in a 14-14 draw. 
But in extra time, the TISCO team 
sparkled and won the match 
24-16. 

The semi final match between 
Bhilai and Bhadravati Steel Plant 
was a keenly contested match 
which the former won 15-12. 
TISCO did not face much difficulty 
against Durgapur while winning 
the match comfortably 34-12. 

In this three day championship, 
seven steel plants of the country 
participated. 

Mr. G.C. Khuntia, GM (M&Q) of 
Rourkela Steel Plant was the chief 
guest on the concluding day and 
distributed the prizes. 

Satish Shsmia 


MADRAS 


State TT 


lllAMIL NADU is very much in 
A the forefront on the national 
table tennis scene these days. 
Young talents like Chetan Baboor, 


AshwInI Nachappa preaeming 
the pri2»8 to the winners of the 
SURE Garden City road mile 
race 

S. Raman, B. Bhuvaneswari, Ms 
Mythili and Arul Selvi are making 
waves around the Indian circuit, 
causing major upsets and 
winning titles. And one of 
the reasons is the healthy 
atmosphere prevailing in state 
table tennis circles. 

The Tamil Nadu Table Tennis 
Association is conducting its 
affairs in a businesslike manner. 
But they are not the only ones 
organising tournaments. There 
are two other associations which 
are also playing a vital role in 
spotting talent and they are the 
Tamil Nadu Table Tennis Players 
Welfare Association and the Tamil 
Nadu Table Tennis Players 
Parents Association. Long 
winded, laborious names maybe, 
but they operate in a slick 
manner. 

The Players Parent's 
Association was formed only last 
year but in the short time siiuse 
then has earned a imme for itself 
as a well run body which has the 
interests of the game and the 
players uppermost in its mind- 
And since, as the name suggests 
it, is rtin by the parents of the 
kids, they put in that extra effort 
to make everything go smoothly. 

Last year, soon after its 
inauguration, the Players 
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Parents Association organised its 
first toumaznent—a city based 
school event. With the game’s 
popularity enjoying an all time 
peak in the state, the organiE»rs 
were surprised by the large 
number of entries received. Still, 
they organised it in an exemplary 
manner. 

Encoziraged by the success of 
their maiden effort, they 
embmrked on a bigger event and 
earlier this month organised a 
state level schools tournament. 

Not only that, they roped in 
sponsors and were able to offer a 
total prize money of about Rs 
9000. In addition, the winning 
team would get cycles given by 
one of the major sponsors TI 
Cycles of India Ltd. 

The interesting format provided 
the element of surprise. With each 
State ranked player restricted to 
just one match, cumulative 
strength was imperative for the 
teams to advance. So it was, for 
example, that despite the presence 
of national junior champion 
Chetan Baboor in their ranks, 
Padma Seshadri Bala Bhavan 
went down to G. Vivekananda 
Vidyalaya Annanagar in the 
senior boys event. 

Ultimately while Sapthome won 
the senior boys title, Padma 
Seshadri won the junior boys title. 
The girls event was claimed by 
Rosary Matriculation. 

The response was again 
overwhelming. The talent is there 
in plenty. It only needs to be 
tapped. That is the lesson brought 
home by such grass root level 
competitions. And the cash 
awards and gifts like cycles are 
certainly worthwhile incentives 
for youngsters to take any game 
seriously. 


Junior State 
Poweriifting 


B sP.BEiHRAofTlSCO, 
Jamshedpur won the 
"stronginan of Bihar Jr” title in 
the JuDiar Bihar State 
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Hyder Khan of Royal Caleutta Golf Club «von tlw fiNirth ANZ Qrindlays 
Bank (kdf clUHmiioiiahIpa wHha cuiiHilativa toM of 2M at tlie 
TollygungeClub, wid ploliod upaolioqusof fto18,8m. 


CALCUTTA 


Ladies Amateur GoU 


If! 


NoliHa Urt aton tha Cbnndntf OtaHar 
eliMmploiMMpa tiakSIfi 
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Bihar Police: winner of the 
Inter-District Volleyball 
tournament 

Powerlifting championship 
held here recently. Behra 
snatched a total of 4S5 
kilograms in the 52 kg weight 
group. 

The team championship went 
to TISCO, Jamshedpur, who 
earned a maximum of 72 points 
with nine golds and one silver 
medal. Marwari Yuvak 
Vyayamshala, Ranchi got 
second place with 51 points. 



B ihar Police, Patna, won the 
men’s championship of the 
Bihar State Inter District 
Volleyball Tournament held here 
recently at the Hazaribagh 
stadium. 

In the final, they defeated 
Jamshedpur in straight sets 
15-9,15-12,15-6. Earlier in the 
semi finals, Bihar Police beat 
Begusarai 15-7,15-8,15-10, 
while Jamshedpur defeated 
Samastipur 15-8,15-8,11-15 
and 15-3. 

The women’s title went to 
Jamshedpxir women’s college 
when they defeated Singhbhum in 
atoughfinal 13-15,15-3,9-15, 
15-11 and 15-9. 

AnH Kumar Singh 


TRIVANDRUM 


Junior Women’s 
Hockey 


T he 26th National junior 
women’s Hockey 
championships which was 
postponed in the wake of the 
disturbances in North India, was 
finally held at 
Thiru vanant hapu ram. 

Punjab emerged the champions 
and received the Jnanapathy 
Agarwal Trophy from the 
President of Kerala Sports 
Council, V.G. Govindan Nair. 


In a meet that had 14 teams in penalty corners, but all them went 
the fray, Punjab defeated abegging. Barinder Kaur (Punjab) 

Chandigarh 2-1 in the final and left inside Sita Gusai 

encounter. They went into the (Chandigarh) were outstanding, 

lead in the 24th minute through a Earlier in the first semi-final, 
solo effort from left-out Barinder Chandigarh beat Pepsu 2-0. The 

Kaur. Chandigarh, however, second semi-final, between Punjab 

equalised in the 34th minute via and holders Bihar, saw them 
centre-forward Veona Sy am. In locked 1 -1 at the end of extra time, 

the 47th min., Kuljinder’s pass In the tie-breaker, both the teams 
resulted in unmarked Loveleen converted 5 goal s each (6-6). 

Kaur sounding the board for P’lnally sudden death was applied 

Punjab to seal the issue. and Punjab won 7-6. 

In the shcxit ou t for the third 

Punjab, who were clearly the place. Bihar defeated Pepsu 3-0. 
superior side, earned eight Karuna Bhaisare of Vidharba who 

scored 8 goals (including 2 

The Punjab team were the hat-tricks) in three outings was 
winners of the Junior women’s i«ljudged the best player. 

hockey championships Sejeev Kimwr T.K. 








tfORTS MALL OF SHAME 



\lft4AT DID iSSKWICrS ON A OVKKM 0M& COM- 

NON VATU MEMBERS OP TUE CROMN FtANtf >ND.) 
rtWbW SCHOOL 6IRV.S' BA6KErBAU,TBiVrt?’ A 
20- RXKvlD BALL AMD CUA4W WORM AROOMDTHE 
AjsiKl-E, \MTWE\g80s, C(a3WMR3iKn'<a>A£H 
TOM MAY AAACE TME PLAYER WITH THE WORST 
STAnSnCS IM THE (SAME WEARTHE BALL AMP 
OHAlM the NiEVcrPAV VMSOlOOL/ 


THE FUNNY SIDE OF GOLF 


k>l* . •gc«?RCWJN(? 01? SWCRlNfr OUge.: 

'Tflt Appmw OR oe a a-ug or 

(Otuea MAY ^ MAPP BY BoREtPWINO TPOH 

ANWNf; ONPif -me EDRRftWEt? MAY U9t 6ua( OUB 
OR OUIK TO? 'Tht IREMAII^R Of- -m ROUHP 



PHlLAOELPHtA FLYERS ROOWE 6QAHB RON 
MeXmU. RMI-SA^EDTWE I 98 TH 0 CKEYseason 
W'TH » 0 a PEKIAUY MINUTES- NEARLY tXXJBLE 
THE PPSM\a£> OtsWPBOlAL RECORD ROR A 
NJETTENCCR. BERJRETVAE NHL ALL-STAR 
6 REAK. THE PU\LUY 0 ADBO/ WASNA\E'EO 
suenMES FDRSLASHiNlSi TVliCg R 5 R mM- 
snCJOKJfe ONCE FOR »XJfeiH\Nfe AND ONCE 
PDR UEAV/\N&H\Sc:«E®eE PUR\NfoAFWSWT. 
HEKrAU. PREW tPEUW OF GAME PENALTIES 
ON F=OUR OTVteR ( 3 CCA 5 \ 0 NS &Y SLAPRN& 
THE PUCK \N 1 DTUE STANDS 


-TWe »(a- -tu^. flAVW? small CONfWN to 

Sr^ifl^ATioHS <3N mACIMHH MINIMUM &{tS , 

<?R4e«iCAL SYMMetTJY, IWlTlAL VgWXlfV AWp CVeCWU. 
piSijiKCE. VMEH UMR0? SflOFietp (aMIpKltsMS 


















- 

Br oad Shoulders 
Make Slim Waists 


S TILL trying to trim 
that waist, are 
you? Well, here’s 
some news. Sport 
broad, strong shoulders 
and your waist is going 
to look slimmer than it 
actually is. Look at it 
this way: narrow 
shoulders that look 
about the same size as 


your waist will not give 
any semblance of 
dimension. On the other 
hand, shoulders will 
accentuate the 
difference in size and 
make your waist look 
slim... .even if it isn’t. 
Convinced? Okay, then 
let’s work on some ’ 
shovtlde” 


wideners—namely, 
push-ups. Wait...wait, 
before you start 
groaning in boredom 
and throw this 
magazine away. 

This is a guide to a 
variety of push-ups 
that are guaranteed to 
keep the enthusiasm 
going. 










Let’s start off with the 
easy ones. For Wall 
Pu^offs, stand about 
two-three feet away 
ftrom a wall and put your 
hands against it about 
shoulder high. Lean 
towards the wall, till 
your face is almost 
touching it with the 
elbows bent. Then push 
yourself back to the 
starting position. Shoot 
for 20. And once that’s 
easy stuff, move on to 
the next level. 
Chest-High Pushoffs is 
the next step. Place your 
hands on something 
that is chest high and 
keeping your b^y 
straight, bend your 
elbows till your chin is 
almost touching the spot 
your hands are at. Then 
push yourself back to 
the starting position. 
Once again, it’s 20 that 
you’re looking for. 

Once that’s achieved, 
move on to Waist-High 
Pushoffs. Here, it’s 
basically the same as the 
previoxis one, except 
that it’s a waist-high 
surface that the hands 
are placed on. Get to 20 
and and you’re ready to 
move on to the next step. 
How do these soimd? We 
know there are a lot of 
you who can do these 
with one hand tied 
behind the back and 
blindfolded, but c’mon 
guys, give the others a 
chance to catch up, 
will’ya. We’U be gating 
to the tougher stuff in a 
couple of weeks, so get 
those muscles warmed 
up for a real gruelling 
workout. 
































PROFILE 



After all, as he says, **what Is life worth 
without risks”? Meet the Professor of 
Formula One racing 











1989. IbeFtLxdRioaTd 
circuit, venue of the 
French Grand Prix. The 
care take theirpoaiUone 
on the grid. Tbelighta 
flaah green. And. in a 
esw-a^tting roar, the 
powerful Formula One 
cars rocket off the line. 

The flrat bend ia a 
right-hander. The 
McLarena flaah 
through. TheFerraria 
are just about to follow 
when Mauricio 
Ougelmin, charging for 
a gap that never existed, 
locks up the brakes on 
hia March Judd. But the 
momentum ia too much. 
The car hits Mansell's 
Ferrari, flips over and 
gets catapulted off the 
track. 

As the other Ferrari 
driver Gerhard Berger 
later recalled, an 
unbelieving look still 
glazing his eyes. “I saw 
Mauricio above me. He 
looked straight at me 
with his head hanging 
down”. 
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The car comes back to 
earth. .. upside down. A 
track a metre long is left 
by Gugelmin's helmet; 
director ■of the March 
team Jan Phillips 
crosses himself when he 
sees the wreckage. The 
ffreflghtera douse the 
(mr with chemicals, then 
manhandle it the right 
way up. Gugelmin 
unstraps himself and 
climbs out. Only to run 
back to the pita, clamber 
into the spare car and 
line up for the restart. 
Unfortunately a few lapa 
later he ia out of the race 
with a mechanical 
glitch. 

When asked about his 
accident, Gugelmin said 

Prost enloyed hla most 
auccassful yaars with 
Mariboro-McLwan, but 
has since motmd to 


Frost's son Nicholas has 
inherited his father’s love 
for anything fast and 
noisy 

“No, I didn ‘t suffer ffom 
shock at all after the 
accident. Not at all”. 

And then he laughed! 


T 

■ the 

■ Poi 
dAdri 


1 H£Y are like that; 
they have to be. 
Pornivila One 
drivers may look 
like other young men 
when they stroll down 
streets, minus their 
padded overalls. But 
they are a very different 
breed of people. They are 
people who race hyper 
sensitive oars with 195 
litres of octane piunped 
in. Who drive these 
Molotov cocktails at 










speeds where normal 
men fear to tread. Who 
subject themselves to 
G'foroes while taking 
high-speed bends that 
would have most of iis 
blacking out. Who have 
to make a gear shift 
every 2 Ve seconds, while 
operating in speeds upto 
SOOkmph. Who, like 
Gugelmin. shrug off 
devasting accidents like 
they were everyday 
affairs. 

Alain Prost is one 
such man. With a “what 
is life worth without 
risks” attitude, this 
diminutive 34-year .old 
Frenchman has 
inhabited the fast lane 
for most of his life. 
Starting off with 
Go-Karts, he moved on 
to Formula Renault and 
then Formula 3. Finally, 
about ten years ago, 
Prost graduated to the 
i-eal thing.. .Formula 
One. 

But not before he 
learnt the hard way. In 
one of his first races, a 
wheel suspension broke. 
A split second later, so 
did his wrist. A 
shellshocked Prost was 
left wondering “Man. 
this is more dangerous 
than 1 imagined”. But 
instead of frightening 
him off the track, this 
accident made the so-far 
speed-crazy Frenchman 
rethink his approach. 
Sure, he wanted to race 
Fl.. .and win. But he also 
wanted to stay alive. So 
he figured out that it 
was “a question of 
winning whilst driving 
as slowly as possible". 

This calculated 
approach—which has 
since earned him the 
nickname The 
Professor’—has stood 
Prost in good stead 
since. In the car and out 
Ths Prost-Senna 


of it. He has successfully 
withstood hours of 
high-intensity Grand 

Prix races where the 

body gets thumped with 
every impact the car 
makes on the track and 


temperatures climb to 
well over 80" Centigade. 
And that's not counting 

Wife Anne Marie ga.ve up 
fwr teaching Job to look 
alter her husband and 
son 





the hoiu«of test drives, 
none of which are 
leisure outings. 

He has also mastered 
the lifestyle that goes 
with being a successful 
Formula One racer. Hie 
constant travel, with 16 
GPs spread out over the 
year.. .and all over the 
world. The fitness 
training, so essential for 
a demanding sport like 
his. The obligations to 
the sponsors and the 
press. And, of course, 
the all-important 
rapport with his 
mechanics to keep 
pushing the car’s limit. 

In between all this, 
Prost has also found the 
time to court and mai-ry 
Anne Marie with whom 
he set up house in his 
home town St. Chemind. 
A teacher before her 
wedding, Anne Marie 
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partnership was doomed 
from the start 









gave up her job soon 
after she married and 
devoted herself totally to 
looking after her 
husband and, later, 
their son Mioholas. 

Ironically, it took 
disillusionment with his 
own countrymen for the 
I*ro8t8 to leave France 
and take up residence in 
Switzerland in 1983. 
Then driving for the 
French auto firm 
Renault, arguments 
with the management 
about their Formula One 
team’s handling had a 
mob of disgruntled 
Renault workers 
demonstrating in front 
of his St. Chemind 
house. To make matters 
worse, they even set fire 
to Frost’s favourite 
white Mercedes parked 
outside. 

That was the last 
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The thrill of speed—even 
on snowbound 
slopes—has always 
attracted Prost 

straw. Understating the 
hostility with “I sense 
mistrust in France”. 
Prost severed all 
connections with his 
country. "The French 
prefer martyrs who lose 
with glory. I seem to 
have made an error by 
winning’,’ he said as he 
signed along McLaren 
Porsche’s dotted line. 

It was an ’error’ he had 
no intention of 
rectifying. A 16-race 
winning streak through 
1984-85 saw him take 
the Formula One 
Drivers’ Championship 
in ‘85. A year later, he 
repeated Jack 
Brabham’s ‘59-‘60 feat of 
retaining his title. “He 
sits at the Almighty’s 
right’’ was L’Equipe’a 
somewhat misplaced 
way of putting it. when' 
writing about the luck 
factor that contributed 
to the Frenchman’s 


two-year domination. 
But they were wrong. 
Frost’s titles were the 
result of cool, calculated 
risk-taking. Of knowing 
exactly when he could 
step onto the edge. 

If anything, the only 
way luck has entered the 
Prost gameplan is in the 
cars he has got to drive. 
He has always been 
behind the wheel of a 
very competitive 
machine, never having 
to suffer on terms of 
sheer horsepower. 
Something which 
prodded his detractors 
into pointing out that 
this man is not the 
celebrated racing genius 
he is made out to‘be. But 
rather a product of 
extremely favourable 
circumstances. 

While there may be an 
element of truth in that, 
the counter-argument 
that not everyone who 
has driven for McLaren 
or Ferrari has won the 
world championship 
certainly holds good. It 








Prost plays his golf with 
ths same passion he 
displays while driving 

is certain that Alain 
Prost is one of the best to 
have turned a Formula 
One steering wheel. And 
he’s even got former 
champions Jackie 
Stewart and Niki Lauda 
endorsing that 
viewpoint. Stewart 
acknowledges Frost’s 
driving prowess and 
attributes his success to 
the fact that “he makes 
the fewest mistakes", 
while Lauda feels “Prost 
is a racing genius 
because he does not step 
on it with his foot, but 
with his head as well”. 
With recommendations 
from legends like these, 
luck be damned. 

However, not all 
Formula One champions 
share the same warmth 
about Alain Prost. And 
vice versa. In about the 
greatest rivalry this 
sport has ever seen, the 
F^nchman and his * 
Marlboro McLaren 
teammate till 1989 
Ayrton Senna dislike 
each other so intensely 
that they can’t even be 
bothered with minor 
courtesies like 
speaking! And it all 
stems from their 
radically different styles 
on the circuit. 

Prost is a racing 
gentleman. He pilots his 
car with the clinical 
precision of a surgeon. 
The aim being to win 
without engaging in 
250 kmph dogfights. Or 
damaging the expensive 
piece of machinery he 
sits in. “I am not so mad 
as to engage in such 
neck-breaking 
gimmicks” he says, 
obviously referring to 
his rival’s antics. 

In comparison. Senna 
is a gladiator. For him, 
coming second means 
nothing. Ifedziites with 



But it was just the 
outbreak of something 
that had been 
simmering for very 
long. Incidents like 
Senna calling off 
McLaren post-testing 
team meetings without 
saying anything after 
Prost had generously 
shared his information 
and made val\iable 
suggestions to the pit 
crew. Or like Senna 
nearly pushing his 
teammate into a wall to 
prevent him from 
overtaking, causing the 
Frenchman to spit out 
"If that is the price to 
pay for being at the top, 
I’d rather do without". 

It was a partnership 
that was doomed from 
the start. One a 
passionate human 
being, the emotion even 
spilling over into his 
golf. The Professor who 
liked taking risks but 
still maintained a sense 
of humour. The other a 
detached winning 


an all-consuming 
passion for victory, 
throwing the car 
through hairpin bends 
almost as though 
haunted by a death 
wish. In a way, it’s 
almost as though it isn’t 
a racing car he drives; 
rather a Roman chariot 
in pursuit cf the fleeing 
foot soldiers. And he 
makes the blood run 
cold by saying “Formula 
One is no place to make 
friends”. 

The Prost-Senna feud 
really came to a boil 
when the latter reneged 
on an agreement that 
they wouldn’t try to 
overtake each other at 
the first bend. McLaren 
teammates then, the 
idea was to avoid 
pyrotechnics so early in 
the race. 

FKimm Is a very 
important part of 
Formula One racing 
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machine. Whose only 
joy apparently comes 
from standing^ on the 
highest step of the 
podium. 

“Sincerity, 
particularly from my 
teammates are the most 
important elements in 
inter-human 
relationships for me” 
was Frost's re&ain as he 
packed his bags and 
headed for Ferrari in 
'90. Senna, who stayed 
back with the McLaren 
Honda team, hadn't even 
known a thing like that 
existed! 

In the company of the 
much more easygoing 
Nigel ManseU, Frost 
seemed to have 
rekindled his motivation 
last year. Even though 
trailing the ItfcLarens 
on 

horsepower—Honda's 
VIO outaocelerates 
Ferrari’s V12, although 


they match each other 
on top-end power—Frost 
has mastered the 
semi-automatic, 
push-button gear shift 
enough to haunt Senna's 
rearview mirror. And, 
on occassions, even 
show the Brazilian the 
way around the circuit. 

In fact, his 

second-place finish—to 
Senna, who else?—in the 
1990 season reiterates 
his point that you can be 
human.. .and still win 
Formula One races. 
Human enough to 
accept rebuke from your 
mother when you exceed 
the speed limit on the 
highway ; Frost's mother 
tiirning to her son and 
asking "do you think 
youareFsmgioor 
what?” Human enough 
to put it in print that he 
“would atop in the 
middle of a race if I could 
be o( help” when talking 


Prost'a shift of residmtce 
to Switzerland was a 
result of his 

disillusionmant with his 
countrymen 

about Niki Lauda 
callously driving past a 
dreadfully damaged 
Formula One car and 
later remarking “I am 
paid for driving and not 
for parking". 

And, best of all, 
human enough to strike 
up a man-machine 
relationship that 
succeeds... he ran out of 
gas in the closing stages 
of the German GF of 
1986, hopped out of the 
car and pushed it over 
the line. All to save one 
measly point in the 
world championship 
tally. 

Ihis isa man who 
paraionately enjoys 
life.. .even though it's in 
the fast lane.# 














W E WRITING 

FOLK used to 
laugh at photo¬ 
graphers, but not any 
more We used to think 
of them as work-horses 
in the days when they 
had a camera called a 
‘Speed Graphic’, which 
was about the size of a 
small safe, and a box of 
tricks to go with it that 
might have doubled up 
as a cricketer’s cofftn 
In those days all the 
average writing man 
carried on his expedi¬ 
tions was a small note¬ 
book and a ballpoint 
I sometimes sigh for 
those simple days One 
went to the source of 
one’s story, wrote down 
the fact^ in scribble or 
Pitman’s shorthand or 
speedwriting or boasted 
that if someone said 
something interesting 
one would remember it; 
and then went m search 
of a phone. 

You either jotted down 
a few words and ad hb- 
bed the rest, or, if you 
considered yourself to be 
a proper writer, set out 
the wKole story in your 
best superscript You 
then dialled 100, asked 
the operator for a re¬ 
verse-charge call and 
spent half-an-hour dic¬ 
tating your 1000 words 
to a copy typist. Accord¬ 
ing to legend these pa¬ 
tient people were all 
deaf, dyslexic and daft, 
and given to asking the 
word artists 'Is there 
much more of this?’ It 
was also thought that 
they required lots of en¬ 
couragement by the use 
of the words ‘darling’ or 
‘mate’ at the end of every 
sentence 

Then came ‘new tech’, 
the electronic wonder 
that was supposed to 
make our hvro easier 
We ^ acquired lap-top 
computers—I’m writing 
this piece on one now (in 



Adelaide airport, actual¬ 
ly)—and immature prin¬ 
ters and modems, and 
we all learned to con¬ 
verse blithely about 
bytes, log-ons and hard 
disks. 

To be honest, the new. 
stuff 18 a pain First of 
all, you can shout at it 
when it doesn’t work 
just as you used to cuss 
the copytaker, but the 
result IS still the same 
Afterwards you feel 
guilty and that some¬ 
how the fact that the 
httle toy didn’t transmit 
your copy was your 
fault 

Worse still, it requires 
all these wires and 
transformers and phone 
connectors and it 
weighs a ton It means 
crawling under hotel 
beds to push wires into 
sockets, and making 
sure that you either 
have enough batteries or 
that you can find an 


electric outlet. In new 
Press-boxes there are al¬ 
ways too few; in old 
Press-boxes the only one 
is used to boil the kettle 

Of course when every¬ 
thing works perfectly 
the new tech is a joy 
Write the story, flick 
over to your transmis¬ 
sion package, hit a few 
more buttons—see how 
the new jargon trips off 
the keyboard—and your 
masterpiece flows across 
tne screen, out into the 
etner and by the time 
you’ve rung the sports 
editor he’s already had 
time not only to read it 
but to compose suitable 
congratulations too 

What a pleasure it is to 
use and how much less 
demanding that the old 
pencil stub and a scrap 
of paper And the spell¬ 
checker means that even 
those who can’t remem¬ 
ber when ‘e’ comes be¬ 



fore T (am present copy 
so clean that it’s a plear 
sure to read. Where 
would one be without it? 

Oh, of course. I re¬ 
member. We’d be 
laughing at the artists 
of the graphic art, car¬ 
rying those huge 
800mm lenses and talk¬ 
ing all that nonsense ab- I 
out F8 at a sixteenth and 
clean backgrounds. 
They’re a bit of a worry, 
photographers. They’re 
insensitive to any hu¬ 
man emotion once they 
get behind that lens, you 
know 

Look at the gentleman 
who burst in on Graham 
Gooch in his hospital 
bed Report him to the 
Press Council, have him 
stripped of his Canon 
Sureshot and sent back 
to the dark-room. Or, if 
you happen to work for 
his paper, congratulate 
him on his mitiative 

That’s what newspap¬ 
ers are all about,’ I heard 
one Aussie reporter say. 
‘Getting the story or the 
picture the others can’t 
get ’ 

Yes, but isn’t there a 
limit? Gooch wasn’t 
dying, or seriously ill. 
or important in any way 
beyond cricket, was he? 
And isn’t he entitled to 
privacy? How would you 
like it etc etc? 

Or is sport just a 
branch of showbiz with 
an underlying obliga¬ 
tion to repay those who 
offer their bobs in gate- 
money with their news 
and views and faces in 
the paper? I find a high 
moral tone in sport and 
pop entertainment a bit 
difficult to take. 

Perhaps the lap-top 
knows the answer. Now 
if I press Fl and Alt or 
go into the spreadsheet 
,and bring up the arith¬ 
metic mode... 
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And you thought we only delivered documents! 











































Hospitalisation expenses, 
especially after retirement 
are dimcult to bear. 

Iftafs why I will start 
providing for them, now! 



Never before an insurance 
scheme like this! 



BHA\aSIIYA 
A R ©GY A 


After retiFcment, hospitalisation expenses can 
drain the famiiv of its hard earned savings. That is 
why you should start preparing now to face any 
eventuality. 

GICs new unirjuc BHAVISHYA 
A R@G Y A can indeed prove to be your 
suppoiT in tinies of need. 

You pay pi^uro in affordabk-umual 
instalments' auring your working lift. 

And HUAVISHYA A R W (1Y' A provides you 
with hospitalisaDon/domkiliar)’ hospitalisation 
expenses upfio R$. 50,000for the rest of your lift, 
ftoro the Rtftanent ^ you have sclccKd. 

Hie limit per iBoess, mwever, is Rs. 20,000. 


The retirement age selected by you could be 
any age between 55 years and 60 years. 

You can increase the benefit amount of 
Rs. ^,000 in multiples of Rs. 10,000 by paying 
additional proportionate premium. 

Premium varies with age at entry and 
retirement age selected by you. 

(Please refer premium table) 

What’s more, there is no need for a medical 
check-up. Even a statement of health is not 
requirca. 

In case you wish to withdraw from the 
scheme, or should the unforeseen happen to you, 

paid win be 


OVERSEAS MEDICLAIM to cover emergency 
medical expenses in foreign exchai^e while 
travelling abroad. 

HOUSEHOLDER’S COMPREHENSIVE to 
cover loss apinst fire, lighming, floods, riots, 
strikes, burgm, etc. 

PROFESSIONAL INDEMNITY to cover 
against legal liability for lawyers, doctors, 
accountants and others. 

PERSONAL ACCIDENT to cover disabilines 
or death due to accidents. 

For more Informabort ooniacteny office of our 
operabng companies in your locality. 


refunded to youA'Our assignee provided no claim 
has been made nil then. _ 

ANNUAL PREMIUM (m lU.) ficr Ki. 50,000 nim iniund 
INDICATIVETABLE 




of Entry 
((kunplnrd 
Yean) 

Retutment Age (Rmming Age) 

SS S« 57 SI SV so 

as 

47 

44 

41 

38 

35 

33 

31 

88 

SI 

75 

« 

M 

59 

44 

426 

378 

338 

303 

373 

347 

50 

I33S 

1073 

889 

753 

MS 

S64 

55 


- 

- 

- 

- 

1517 


One-tune lump (un pcenuum pavRkcfki Ikility Abo avuiabk 

Annual premium upto Rs. 3,000is exempted 
from Income Tax under Section SOD. Group 
schemes with discount are also available for 
corporate chents. 

Some of die other houschold/personal 
insurance schemes for you; 

Yearly MEDICLAIM to cover ho^italisation 
expenses for self and ftmily. 


GENERAL INSURANCE CORPORATION OF INDIA 

InduAial tasmnee BuiUng. Churchgala. Bombay-^ 020 
Operating Companies 


NATHWAL INSURANCE COMPANY LHMITED 


THE NEW HUNA ASSURANCE COMPANY UMItED 

I 

TIC ORKmAL MSURAHCE COMPANY UNITED 

Q 

UNITEO MHNA MSUIANCE COMPANY UMITED 

SKsmmBBOoacsS^ 









VOICES 


. ^^«iOflk,llaMwi«liM 
«iN«tedM«’lootoiaNiii bitAI 
4lMfi’'t ipiM nueh of MaroW 


SprinterOARREN COUNCIL 
r«i£^ to his victory ovw Ben 
Ji^vtson in wtwt iM» the disgraced 
spriTf^sItiat oori^aack race, 
^tnicatly, Coundl is a dn^ 
ordorcemsfit officer v^th the 
Florida coHoe,. 


*1 don’t ttdnk It's foailatlc, 
erfnniiHI a tour matoh or winning 
a 43rand Slam, that's unreaiiatic 
for aura. He may survive a game 
of tennie but as for erttming prize 
money, he’s not Borg ilke 
of 1978«** 

MATSWILANDER, on Borg's 
charxas. 


‘nriie rnily ceitaintlea itoout 1991 
:4a timt there are no esrtaintlos.’' 
PAM fiWRiVER'S prediction on 
women's tennis this year 





fiji'v,*.‘ . 



Iw wotfid have entttan aaonnot 

mQ99mnmoOt%* 

HENRY BLOFELD of The 
fm^aperKton/.byripmeansa. 
Gower bacfcar..wrota this after the 
veteran left-hander scored a 
oenti^ in the Sydney Test 
Serious questions raised at 

tha paper's editorial conference ^ 
about whether the old Brmian 
cricket commentator h«^ 'flipped' 

“I feet my age. Pm feMing R whan 
I att next toan 18-year^ Who’s 
lustbeatanme. ^hedeaervea 
tha modal. I don't Thaf a Ufa.” 
ADRIAN MCX>RHOUSE after 
coming second to Norbert Rozsa 
of Hungary in the 100m breast 
stroke at the world chan^jionships; 

"I don't know Rhefe sowed, i ; 
won’tawythatButheeduid 
make a lot more money fl(Rttin 0 

me than he would Qeorito 

Foreman. And if I light him he'd - 
dead. PH km him." 

TYSON wants to take on Evander 
Hol^kJ but the latter is more keen 
on ^htir^ Foreman first. 

'He was slightly qtilolesrttHMFi . . , 
flenJtHmsOn’’ 

OAViO GOWER about Aussie 
wicket keeper iwi Heale/W>!t 
apparently Iniured that pank^ 
andran a feat two while Ms 
substitute hiriiwf Dean donee 
looked on stunned 

1 have Mon a final deeleton 
Mtar talka wtthmy pwaiilB « 
horns. I wiH radni by tha anddf 
this yaw. I cant ooMinua fids 
way*E«wylMdy,«Maittb ^ 










MARADONA cani a^ tefusMIr 


*What do you Vibikltla? A 

1....taBpBr^ 

ALLAN BORDER to Robin Smith 
when fiia batsman took an 
twaehecfefed dtfrw Of water duilno 
dlASCgame ^ 
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'P' After a 
^comparatively 
poor run in 1990, is 
Steffi Graf ready to 
make a resurgence this 
year? Or has the 
opposition, led by 
Monica Seles, caught up 
with her? Rohit Brijnath 
writes on the. battle for 
No. 1 in women s tennis. 

I Garri Kasparov. 
ICarl Lewis, Goran 
Ivanisevic, Alex 
Higgins.. .these are a 
few of the people who 
believe that winning is 
what matters. Not what 
impression they leave 
behind both in the 
playing arena and their 
private lives, Question 
is, is that what sport is 
all about? 

*"1“ Tor a man who 
I' IJexcelsinhis 
domestic league, John 
Barnes is one dismal 
failure when it comes to 
playing for his country. 
In an exclusive chat, 
Barnes discusses this 
problem as well as other 
sensitive issues like 
racism 

11 Australia take just 
ft* 1*^ iwti of the three 
alloted finals to 
demolish New Zealand 
in the World Scries 
Cricket 

competition... and 
reestablish their claim 
as the best one-day teuin 
in the world 



















Rubbing the exhaustion 
away from his tired eyes 
is the Indian skipper 
Mohammad Azharuddin. 

Having seen off the 
country 8 International 
cricket commitments for 
the winter In style—the 
Asia Cup staying in 
India—he's one man 
who’s going to rest easy 









No more • member of the kMMly 
hearts* club... KonishIM end Ms 
fiancee Sumika Shioda 
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B weighs more than 5CX>lb, 
sports a topknot and wears only a 
loincloth when he‘8 working. She 
is the daughter of good family, a 
professional model and one of 
Japan’s most envied women. 
Together they are dynamite. 

They are very often together, 
which has produced an explosion 
of media interest in their 
romance. The Hawaiian sumo 
wrestler Salevaa Atisanoe (known 
by his fighting name Kionishiki 
or. less reverently, as Sally) was 
already a sporting sensation when 
he visited Hokkaido, the 
northernmost of the four main 
Japanese islands, for a wresUiixg 
fixture in the summer of 1987. 
There he met Siunika Shioda, now 
25. In February last year the 
couple became engaged. 

The engagement would have 
caused an uproar even if 
Konishiki had not announced tlut 
marriage*Would depend on his 
promotion to grand champion. 
Now the 8umo<following 
public—the majority of 
Japanese-’-^toh Konishiki in the 
^ng, acutely oonsoious that the 


IGBOY 

MEETS 
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He may weigh over SOOlh but aspiring sumo , 
champion KonisUki’s an old softie underneath. 
The Hawaiian hulk has wrestled his way litto 
the hearts of millions of Japanese—not least 
that of his finacde, model Sumika Shioda 




V. 


^tooine of eaoh bout will affect 
not only the aepiiingr champion'a 
rankings but also the future 
happing of his Hokkaido 
Bweetheaft. This is the stuff that 
sporting fairy tales are made 
of—Japanese ones at any rate. 

Emotional stability is not to be 
confused with social passivity. 
Sumo wrestlers are traditionally 
sociable, not at all surprising 
since one of the odder aspects of 
this peculiarly Japanese sport is 
that eating and drinking forms a 
central part of basic training. 
Konishiki, however, has added 
disco dancing to this reg^imen. He 
is a proficient trombonist, studies 
the piano and confesses a 
partiality to rap music. Turning 
up at fashionable night spots, the 
aspiring champion and his fianc^ 
present an entirely new face to 
Japan’s oldest sport. Konishiki is 
the Hrst disco-dancing aficionado 
of the staid and stblid sumo world. 

*She’8 good for him because he’s 
said they’ll marry as soon as he is 
promoted to g^rand 
champion—that has made him try 
all the harder,’ said a sumo 
columnist on Japan’s main sports 
paper. 'He’ll probably be promoted 
begrinning of this year,’ he said, 
adding that, ’Th^ speak Japanese 
together ami she has helped to 
introduce him to Japanese society 
faster. He was alone when he came 
to Japan but now he's not lonely 
anymore.’ 

If he does become grand 
champion by this year, Konishiki 
will have a very attractive partner 
to share his triumph. 

Konibhiki descended on the 
eccentric world of sumo in 1982. 
but had to wait more than seven 
"years before winning pubbo 
aooq;kanoe. In the beginning he 
was ignored. Then, whoilt 
i, bepazim apparent ■ tbet he migfot 
jmsdiqr dominate Japan's national 
aportt ho was vilified as a monster, 
and a forelgrn monster to boot. Ha 
won bouts simply because of his 
;'WBight.oritiossatd. He shouldbe 
b9nns4 frcan ofsmpeUtiveSumo. 

. Hb) was.a msnsoato a purely 
JaptiiPiBSS kSkiirh EteshouW be sent 
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buck to Hawaii. He received hate 
mail, and aaid later that ^ 
thovtSTht he might be assassinated. 

Traditionally chauvinistic 
Japanese fans warmed to the 
Hawaiian g^iant last year when he 
burst into tears while sitting at 
the edge the sumo ring in 
Kyushu. He had just won the 
autumn tournament. 





Now he is lionised. At 26, he is 
one of Japan’s most popular 
athletes, increasingly wealthy as 
lucrative advertising contracts 
supplement a continuous flow of 
prize money. All of this is an 
unlikely achievement for a man 
who confesses that when he first 
saw siuno he ’thought it was Just a 
bunch of naked men fighting one 
another’. 

When he treated the public to a 
torrent of now oelebrat^ tears, 
Konishlki had just won a 
spectacular 14 bouts to one, 
ending a long lean period during 
which he had been plagued by 
iiuury. It was the pinnacle of a 
volatile career, and it brought him 
in roller-coaster fkshion to the 
brink of sumo 

superstardom—promotion to the 



rank otyokozuna, or grand 
champion. There are,only three 
grfuid champions currently 
fighting. There are around 800 
professional sumo wrestlers. 
Yokozuna enjoy a status just 
short of divine. 

Brought to Japan at the age of 
18, immediately after finishing 
high school, Konishiki was the 
protege of Jesse Takamiyama, the 
first foreigner to enter the senior 
ranks of sumo, and a popular 
figure from his debut in 1964 
until his retirement 20 years 
later. 

Unlike Jesse, who rose through 
the ranks slowly, Konishiki 
progressed like an overweight 
whirlwind. After little more than 
a year he emerged from the lowrat 
division, where some wrestlers 
languish for their entire career. 
He was promoted to juryo rank in 
1983, only the fourth foreigner to 
reach this grade. In September 
1984 he became a maJcuaouchi, 
fighting in the top division of the 
sport. He then spent three years in 
the doldinuns. before attaining the 
rank of ozeki, or champion, in 


May 1987. 

When his initial success 
deserted him, Konishiki began to 
develop extraordinary deftness. 

Muscular as well as fat, he is 
remarkably fast, and possessed of 
a frame that is ideally suited to 
sumo, with a low centre of gravity 
which makes him difficult to 
knock off balance. 

The fact that he persevered 
through a long losing strrak had 
a tremendous impact on the same 
fans who became ecstatic when he 
burst into tears. With every lost 
bout he earned respect. He became 
a star before be became a 
champion. 

He was helped in the process by 
a natural intelligence. He speaks 
Japanese fluently, quips with the 
press, often sardomcally, and 
displays the sort of casual 
articulacy that is not commonly 
associated with professional 
sportsmen. He put down one 
reporter’s question about his 
musical preference by professiz^ 
an enthusiasm for reggae, 'I’lpa 
rastaman', he added looking. ■ 
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fUKjyod witiia boM eipnsBira 
Ai^ced on apotbsr oooaidoii 
whsther he would Uko to nm Ibr 
preeideiit one dky, he said he 
would rather run ftn* theCIA. 

Life In the divine anteroom, just 
below the rank of jwikoeuns, is flu* 
ftom unpleasant. First, of course, 
there is Ms SUoda. Konishiki will 
not discuss the romance. 
Speculation is fuelled by the 
physical incongruity of the happy 
ooupto. It is understandable to 
wonder what married life might 
be like with someone who weighs 
5001b. 

It is their size, of course, which 
sets sumo wrestlers apart. 
Konishiki may be the heaviest 
wrestler of all time, though he has 


No, this isn’t KonlsHlki's latest 
disoo st^ 9 . Sumo wresding bouts 
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reduced his weight from a peak of 
0471b two yMxs ago. Ironimdly, 
the name Konishiki means little 
Brocade. 

Obesity is only one component 
in the sumo armoury. 
Chiyonofi^i. the most successful 
wrestler of recent times, is a 
paltry 2691b. Konishiki swims 
and works out. His weight is in 
itself testimony to bis athleticism: 
watching him rise from a sitting 
position cross-legged on the floor 
is a lesson in postiu«, as one set of 
muscles after another is called on 
to bring the huge frame upright 
by degrees. 

Since prowess has only seconds 
to come to the fore, it miist be 
honed to a pitch of perfection. 




Komtahikl hag aditod 

ilisMWv 

raifliiieii. is a 
proflsient tnunbonlst, 
studies the piano and 
oonfesses a partiality 
to rap musie. Tm a 


Honing is no fun. Wrestlers edure 
a humiliating apprenticeship 
based on the dubious principle 
that pupils somehow absorb the 
skills (rf their masters simply by 
watching tlwm. repetitively, day 
in day out. They are often rebuked 
and often ignored. Sleeping in 
conununal quarters, waking 
before dawn to begin a round of 
duties that involves preparing 
food and cleaning up. young 
wrestlers spend more time 
lookii^ after their seniors than 
they do training to become 
champions. If they are still 
fighting after the first year, they 
have already shown a minimiun 
strength of character. 

*1 had to clean the stairs, the 
toilets and stuff like that before I 
went to school,’ Konishiki recalls. 
1 was out at four o’clock in the 
morning doing that every day, 1 
didn't know I had to take all the 
garbage out too . So when I came 
back to the stable one of the 
wrestlers was mad and hit me 
with a bottle on the head. Sol 
couldn’t say I was mad 1 Just had 
to say "Thank you’’.’ 

Early in the morning, with the 
sun streaming on to a large 
circular patch of black earth and 
wrestlers milling furoTind before 
practice begins,a sumo stable can 
exude a certain tranquil beauty. 
This ends when practice begins. It 
can’t be pleasant, one imagines, to 
be tripped up and thrown to the 
ground, especially when the 
ground consists of gravelly mud 
and the person landing on the 
ground is overweight and 
practically naked. And the 
experience is repeated over and 
over again before an audience of 
unsympathetic peers. 

Shedding tears perhaps conms 
naturally to successful sumo 
wrestlers stich as Konishiki after 
the privations of their early 
careers. 
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lEHMS TRIVI 


H OW the late, eminent 
tennis historian, Ted 


■■tennis historian, Ted 
Tinltn^, evaluated Andre 
Agassi: “Mr. Agassi was 
walking a fine fine between 
being totally charming and 
totally offensive.” 


H OW Pierre 4e Cot^rtin 
defined the Olymmcs: Aj 


■■defined the oisnnmcs: As 
“the solentn and periodic 




athleticisin with... female 
applause as reward.” 


F ormer U.S. president 
who sent Jennifer 


I who sent Jennifer 
Capriati a fan letter: Ronald 
Reagan. 


Amount of money that 
fiMartina Navratilova 


flMartina Navratilova 
says it cost her a year to 
travel on the pro tour in 
1973, her first year: 
$ 10 , 000 . 


W HAT Baron Pierre de 
Coubertin, the foundei 


IW Coubertin, the founder 
of the Modem Olympics in 
1896, called women’s 
sports: “Against the 
laws of nature. 


Amount of money that 
fiMartina Navratilova 


fiMartina Navratilova 
says it cost her to travel in 
1990: $1 million. 







The best tennis coach in 
I the world, accordiim to 


ltheworld,accordii^to . 
Tony Pickard, Stefan 
Edbez^’s coach and former 
British Davis Cup player 
and certain: Sweden’s 
Jon-Anders Sjogrm. 


yUMBER of tennis 
IWessKms diat aU time 


during htsamatmiraxidjpro . M 
careers:0.'- ■ .v. \ \ 








ARANTXA SANCHEZ 
i|viCAIuro*5 nif^oianie 
ihtkk iiome in Barcelom: 
^%a coiieja** (**Bi»my*’). 


CIRST womannlayer to 
I train regulany with men: 
19208 superstar Su»Mine 
Leni^lcm. 

. IIUMBER of matches that 
IlLenglen lost from 1919 
to 1920; 1. 



J IMMY ARIAS’ opinion of 
MscoacliNick 
; Boliettiari’s teadiing 
amlity when Arias was a 

'• AL_ ^9 _ 1 9 


V loiow ^t mudi alm^ 

^ tannisatthetinie.” 

^ ttliAYER with the most 
^ W nudcets stnmg during 
; die 1990 U.S. C^ien: Thomas 
w;>Mttster(33). 


ABDRESS of Monica Seles 
i|FanClab:Fmil 
Couchman, 40 RUmborough 
Road, Rttislip Manor, 
Middlesex R^OBH, 
B^gland. 


He only question that 
3®‘y ear-old Jimmy 


Team Tmmis in 1991: '^Are 
diare any fines?” 


W HAT Sydneytaxi cab 
drivers 

wanted—^instead of 
money—when they drove 
•Amencan stars Tony 
Trabert and Vic Seixas 
around town during the 
much-celebrated and 
thrilling 19S4 Davis Cup 
Challenge Round between 
Australia and the U.S.: 

Their autographs. 

H OW Britain’s Richard 
Whichello reacted to 
practicing for two weeks 
with 34-year-old Bjorn Borg 
who still uses antiquated 


jTiTiT* P tTii>n m 


1 was in a time warp.” 




director Gene Scott 
called Soviet star and world 
No. 11 Andrei Chesncdid^t 
who cited die ”pres$uih of 
placing at home” and 


1,000 iCremlm Cup hi 
iSC9i!«^*;^^Gutle8S.”\ 
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origins 

psssport 
says Yugoslavis. Her 
drawl comes frc»n 
Florida. She oan% decide 
between Madonna and . 
Paula Abdul and we , 
can't dedde whether her 
gfrunt is worse than her- 
gigglew She looks a 
broom ^ck with a new 
hairdo, but has the 
double fisted power of a 
shotgun at close ran^. 
Yet, fortunately, once 
she bounces onto court 
every confusion 
vanishes; Monica Seles* 
tennis is genius. No 
argument here, okay. 

But if you want an' 
argument there is one. If 
Monica Seles is the 
future, (if not the 
present) is Steffi Graf, 
the past? W&B Steffi’s 
tennis genius, or is it? 

To put it into sharper 
focus, let us say, that 
Monica’s upward ‘graph’ 
has made Steffi realise 
that it’s a'Seles' market. 


“Sometimes 
there is 
nothing but 
tiredness and 
emptiness. I 
was so 
exhausted 
after winning 
the Grand 
Slam that I 
had even lost 
the ability to 
rejoice. All I 
could say was, 
thank God it’s 
over”: Steffi 






Qsai oMual Mru^nsr the 
Ko. t imdNo. 2 la^ae of 
tbe> world abare miioh In 
oonunon. A paasicm fear 
tQCk conoe^. fethera as 
ooadieapr ia that vice 
versa, eohoedbooks for 
company, andanimala 
as friends (for Seles. 
Stuffed ones, for Graf a 
boxer named Ben and 
German Shepherds Max 
and Zar). Not to mention 
forehands that make 
some male players 
envious. 

Statistically too, at 
least in 1990, there is a 
parallel; Steffi ended the 
year with the Australian 
C^n, a 72-5 match 
reoor^l 0 tournament 
wins and $1.91 million 
in prize money. Seles 
was close at hand with 
the French Open, a 54-6 
xdatch record, 9 
tournament wins, and 
$1.63 milli on in prize 
money. 

Yet, put them imder a 
laboratory microscope 
and hell breaks loose. 

One, a wisp of a girl, 
with a freshness that is 
ezpUdned by the word 
’teenager.’ pushing hard 
to cross the threshold 
into greatness, yet 
possessing an abmidon 
that allows her to take 
her winning cheque and 
hurtle straight for the 
shopping null. A girl 
delisted with life and 
what it offers. 

And then, there is 
Graf. Ihe greatest ladies 
tennis pla^ to have 
walked this idanet, in 
the prime of her life 
finds hotaelf saying. 
*^Somstimss.. there is 
nothing but tiredneas 
andeflc^ptiiuss. Iwasao 
exhausted after vanning 
. the Grand Slam that I 
|bad even lost fiu aUhty 
to rsjoAoe. AH I oould say 



hurit Ihs Siafli Gntf 
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wasthank Qod if8 
over. A week later, you 
ask yourself, how come 
you are reacting that 
way? You ought to shout 
all over the place for Joy 
and happiness. And you 
cannot do so. And you 
cannot understand it.” 

In the press room you 
could see the 
incomprehension etched 
across her face, on the . 
court you covild see the 
degeneration in her 
gaanB. Thedespair of a 
young lady, not sure 
what ufe is offering her. 

Forachampion 
athlete. Steffi is 
surprisingly unenvied. 
Even blonde Boris, not 
just a compatriot but a 
co-strugfgler with 
demons of fame and 
identity, says. “I would 
take her Grand Slam, 
but I would not like to 
change places with her.” 

Yet, for a champion 
athlete, Steffi, 
surprisingly again is 
sympathised with, and 
l3^ ho, bf none else 
than her peers. Eva 


Pfaff, a mid-hvindreds 
German phiyer, 
explaining her lack of 
contact with Steffi says, 
"Unfortunately, Steffi 
often creates the 
impression of being 
under stress and can 
hardly stop and listen. 
Running away? 1 wish 
for her f^om the bottom 
of my heart that she 
finds time to find 
herself.” 

Grafs insistence on 
being a private person 
makes it increasingly 
difficult to identify 
reasons for the shroud 
of confusion that cloaks 
her. But there appears a 
certain unanimity that 
Peter Graf, 
car-salesman-tumed- 
champion<maker, is 
culpable to agreat 
deg^. Commented 
Muiina Navratilova. 


With Marflns vMiially 
out of ths running, 
SisfflandSatMtinI 
raprsssntthsoM 
school hi womon’s 
tsnnis today 


"Stefn does hot kl^ear te 
he hiipt^. Iiilayhe her 
fkthiv ddds not 1st hW be 
happy.’ ■ 

A much handler 
indictment comes from 
Hans EberspachOT, 
professor sports 
psyoh(dogy at 
Heidriberg University, 
who said, *Steffl is not a 
product of the German 
Teimis Federation, but 
of her father. He had an 
idea which he realised 
through his daughter.” 

By end 1990, the 
daughter was in trouble; 
mighUy big trouble. Her 
game was being exposed 
as fragile but that was 
rectifiable. Champions 
find the edge not in fast 
feet or quick lumds but 
in mental agility, and if 
that area malfunctions 
under stress, they 











disintegrate. 

Nevertheless that was 
1990, and as a ooM 
winter beckoned, 
promises were made. To 
lock the year gone by in 
a diuty trunk, smile 
bravely and start afresh 
with new conviction. 

But the New Year is 
merely a change of 
calenders and Graf 
could only hope to wake 
up on January 1 with 
new resolve, was a 
fragile hope, ripped 
apart when Jana Novotna 
beat her in the quarter 
finals of last week s 
Australian Open, 
making it Grafs worst 
Grand 81am defeat since . 
the 1996 French Open. 
More startling, is that 
now, Graf, is not the 
holdw of a single Grand 
Sam title. 

As if the Gods have not’ 
been cruel enough to 
Graf, now they have sent 
Sates down as their 
appointed anointed 
assassin. 

In 24 months she hks 
jumped 84 places on that 


Ssteswantsto 
bscomsansehsss 
aftsr retiring and swsn 
fancies heraelf as a 
model 

i 

infernal computer to No. 
2. If she sprouted 6 
inches in height from 5 
feet 3 in to 5 feet 9 in, 
she has gone up miles in 
stature. You know that 
vdien Martina 
Navratilova herself, 
says, “She hits the ball 
so hard from either side, 
that one thinks, God if 
she had a serve like 
StedCB’s we all might as 
well quit the game right 
now.” 

•Seles' advancement 
has been rapid and best 
chronicled by herself. In 
1989 she said, “I was as 
scared as Steffi as 
anything. Andl have 
not yet got over being 
scared." Six months 
later, after Imr relentless 
attrition .from the 
baseline began paying 
dividends, she had 
(dianged her mind: 

* year against, the 

toppliq^i^Iwas 
nerYous, lam not afraid 










Lite Graf, Stttestoo to 
•samttolly a product 
ofhermlwr’s 
coadiing 


anymore''. How ooiild 
abe be, everyone else 
waa.ForgetaS-i 
bead-toljead 1900 
record agalnat 
NavratUovft, guya. abe 
was 2-1 up afpdnat Graf. 


Selee is remarkably 
endearing, for abe plays 
ber roles of skittisb, 
eCfervaaoent aobc^^l 
in tbe press roona and 
angti of death on court 
with equal facility. Her 


I rangeofstrokeplay is 
I astonii^iing, bar double 
fisted preference from 
both sides allowing for 
some audaoio\isly 
angled drives, and her 
early positioning, 
wonderous timing and 
hip swivel giving her 
maximum power. But 
the key again is up 
there, in her brain. *^ve 
been rtrwdc by many 
things about hei*, 
ezpl^ned sports 
pedologist Jim Loehr, 
*but the one that moat 
amazed me is her 
incredible lead of 
oonoentrtion and 
dedication. She has this 
unqaenicbablsdeiBi» to 
achieve’'. Former cdatfo 
Nick BoUitieri to no less 
ezubnrant: *8he has 


Seles’ game la Intense 
but she possesses the 
abandon that allows 
her to take her 
winning cheque and 
head swalght for the 
shopping mall 


something you don’t 
teach, It cornea from 
whatever God you 
hanpen toheltove in.*' 

^I^t they are saying, 
quite simply, to that 
Selee to rea^ to rule.. 

Steffi Graf has been . 
No. 1 for 180 weeks, 
longer than anybody 
who ever liirad for a 
tenntoxa01»t. One hope 
ahs enjoyed it, beoauae 

JhSwJSfSSSS?*** 



READERS 


QUESTIONS: 

I With reference to 
marathon 

running, what is the 
‘negative spht’? 

2 What sport was 
introduced in the 
1964 Olympics at the 
specific request of the 
host country? 

3 He was 
nicknamed 
‘crocodile’. He became 
the first 

non-American to win 
the men’s singles title 
at the US Open in 
1926 Who 18 he? 

4 Jan Owe Waldner 
became the second 
Swede to win the 
men’s singles crown 
at the world table 
tennis championship. 
Who was the first? 

5 What is ‘active 
chess’? 

6 Who said, “The 
only way to handle 
Borg is to send him to 
anouier planet. We 
piny tennis, while he 
plays something 
else”? 

7 Whose 

autobioCTaphy is 
titled as “Blaoktldnk: 
My life as a blackman 
and as a Whiteman”? 

8 What is known as 
the ‘Devil's picture 
book*? 



ANSWERS: 



9 With which sport 
is the tei*m ‘scooter 
start’ associated? 

•4 r\ What is the 
J. Vi/differenc^ 
between the football 
World Cups of 1934 
and 1938 from the 
other 12 
championshipis? 

n Name the only 
bowler to get 
Bradman out hit 
wicket in a Test. 

•4 o Who became 
X «Cthe first Soviet 
runner to win an 
Olympic gold? 

•4 Q Name the only 
X Ocountry that 
has taken part in all 
the winter and 
summer Olympics. 




orld, what 
was “Ingo’s Bingo”? 

H jpr Itisakickoff 
X Oin soccer. What 
is it in ice-hockey? 

•4 ^ In rowmg, 

X Owhat is a Tade 
factor’? 

■4 ry Filmstar 
X I RajeshKhanna 
once played in the 
National hookey 




Which state did he 
plavfor? 




































PATWCKEAQAR 


I T hardly came as a 
surprise when 
Australia polished 
off the World Series 
Cricket best-of-three 
finals in just two games. 
After all. they had been 
dominating the 
cricketing action Down 
Under so much, that the 


England in England two 
years later. A 4-0 
drubbing of the 
arch-rivals—and the 
Ashes safely 
cornered—had Border 
and his men enjoying 
tickertape parades on 
their return to 
Australia. Border even 


slowing the opposition 
down with his cunning 
left-arm spin, or even 
pinning them down with 
his accurate field 
placings. he has been 
the man to watch. And 
when he called in unfit 
with a groin strain just 
prior to tlie finals, 


AUSTRALIA 





OeSR Jones 
MaHc Taylor 
Ian Heaty 
Geoff Marsh 
Greg Matthews 
Sfenon O’Donnell 
Steve Waugh 
AHan Border 
David Boon 
Mark Waugh 
Peter Taylor 
Terry Aldertnan 
Bruce Reid 
Carl Rackemann 
Men« Hughes 


Allan Border 
Mark Waugh 
Peter Taylor 
Simon 0 Donnell 
Bruce Reid 
Carl Rackemann 
terry Alderman 
Greg Matthews 
Steve Waugh 
Merv Hughes 


AVCHE 

H8 

168 

57,00 

••145 ■ 

•', '1 

56:00 

rt'.' ' 

-t'' 

46.00 

50* , 

r’'* 0. 

42.80 

• flfe- ■• 

6 


■ -24^ , 

. 8 

35.80 

' .''Ti;-: 

.6 

35.25 

65^''‘ 


26.65 

' 55 ' • 

i --,0 


BOWUNfi 


OVERS 


MDNS 


WKT8 


(Also bowled—Dean Jones: l-0-6-0) 



result was a foregone 
conclusion. What was 
surprising, however, 
was the fact that they 
did it without their 
captain ABah Border! 

Australian cricket has 
very mucltrevolved 
around this stocky 
frame for the last six 
years or so. After 
meticulously guiding 
his team to victory in the 
ReUance Cup of'87, 
Border then led from the 
front to demolish 


being elected ‘Australian 
of the Year’ that year. 
Even greater measure 
of his contribution to 
Axussie cricket came at 
an Elton John concert in 
Sydney when the 15,000 
strong crowd stood as 
one to applaud a man in 
their midst.... Allan 
Border. 

This year too, Border 
has been in the thick of 
all the action. Whether 
boosting his country’s 
run-rate with the bat, 


4S7 1 

0 

4/45 1 

2/18 0 
2/38 0 

2/31 0 

3/54 0 

2/39 0 


morale surely couldn’t 
have been too high in the 
Aussie camp. 

Geoff Mairah was 
handed the 

responsibility of leading 
their challepge, with 
Test specialist—and so 
far unable to make the 
one-day side—Mark 
Taylor called in to 
strengthen the batting. 
And what a 
master-stroke that 
turned out to be. The 
normally slow-scoring. 


81 











Chris Pringle 95.1 

Danny Morrison 95 

Richard Petrie 92 

Chris Harris 42.5 

Willie Watson - 76.5 

Grant Bradbum 19 

Andrew Jones 13 

G. Uarsen 18 

Martin Crowe 9.1 


(Also tx)wled»-Rocl Lafitam: 5-0-28'0). 


OVERS 


RUNS 

95.1 

9 

369 

95 

7 

437 

92 

7 

357 

42.5 

0 

210 

76.5 

4 

310 

19 

■1' 

100 

13 

0 

55 

18 

3 

68 

9.1 

0 

54 





stolid 

Taylor-determined to 
prove that he could step 
up a gear or two when 
the occasion 

demanded—notching up 
knocks of 41 and 71 to 
get his team off in the 
right mood. 

In an equally 


belligerent mood was 
the talented Dean Jones. 
Unlucky to miss a 
half-century in the first 
final by just one run, he 
made up with a hard-hit 
76 in the second. Also 
demonstrating that he 
didn’t find the captaincy 
shackling was Owff 


178 


44.50 

36 

122 


40.66 

41* 

81 


40.50 

64 

405 


40.50 

81 

m 


29.42 

51 

]m 


26.88 

50 

247 


24.70 

67 

64 


21.33 

33 

16 


18D0 

9* 

65 


16.25 

21 

46 


15.33 

20 

SI 


10.20 

ir 

26 


6.66 

■ 12* 

6 


6.00 

6 

8 


4.00 

6 

1 


0.50 

1 


WKTS 

AVGE 



16 . 

20.50 



14 

31.21 



10 

35.70 

' 


5 

42.00 



7 

44.28 



2 

50.00 



1 

55.00 



0 




0 




Marsh with a fluent 70 
in the first game. 

From the Kiwi point of 
view, their skipper 
Martin Crowe’s failure 
in the second final 
sounded the death knell. 
Even though Robert 
Reid chipped in with an 
useful 64 while Andrew 
Jones continued his 
good work—he got 43 in 
the first final—with a 
well-deserved 51, the 
Kiwi innings never 
really got going. With 
Crowe, who had four 508 
from his last seven WSC 
innings, misreading one 
from Bruce Reid and 
exiting for a mere six 
runs, they were always 
struggling. That they 
got to 208 was 
commendable, especially 
when considered in the 
hght of Bruce Reid’s 
first three overs being 
maidens! 

If there has been 
another factor that has 
contributed to the 


4/35 0 

2/27 0 

2/25 0 

2/42 0 

2/26 0 
1/44 0 

1/28 0 
















AVQE 


Al«c Stflwart 
O^raitas 
Qrtham Ooooh 
Man l3mb 
Maifti SnKnelt 
John Monts 
Wayne Lartuns 
Mike Atherton 
Pavid Gower 
Robin Smrth 
Angus Fraser 
Gladstone Small 
Jack Russell 
Eddie Hemmmgs 
Phil Tufnell 
Devon Malcolm 
Chm Lewis 



2S5 

51,00 

55 

81 

46 50 

49* 

166 

33 20 

48 

1^ 

3150 

72 

87 

29 00 

31* 

167 

23 85 

63* 

164 

^42 

44 

41 

20 50 

33 

32 

16 00 

26 

104 

13 00 

41 

51 

12 75 

38* 

34 

850 

16 

25 

633 

13 

15 

750 

8* 

7 

700 

5* 

3 


3* 

IS 

300 

6 



OVERS 

msm 

RUNS 

WKTS 

AVQE 

BB 

’"4W 

Chris Lewis 

44 

3 

167 

7 

23 85 

4/35 

1 

Gladstone Small 

443 

6 

162 

6 

27 00 

2/25 

0 

Martin Bicknell 

485 

1 

227 

8 

28 37 

2/33 

0 

Devon Malcolm 

17 

0 

95 

3 

31 66 

2/39 

0 

Arigus Fraser 

75 

14 

259 

8 

32 37 

3/i» 

0 

Phil Tufnell 

63 

5 

256 

6 

42 66 

3/40 

0 

Philip DeFreitas 

351 

0 

173 

4 

43 25 

3/57 

0 

Eddie Hammings 

38 

1 

199 

4 

49 75 

2/34 

0 

(Also bowled—Graham Gooch 10-0-39-1I, Wayne Larkins 03-0-1-0) 
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Australian domination 
this mason, it has come 
m the form of the tall, 
lanky Reid In the 
company of Terry 
Alderman and Simon 
O'Donnell, this left-arm 
pace bowler has been as 
dose to unplayable as 
possible 

Carrymg on from 
where he had left off in 
the Ashes senes, Reid 
just kept angling the 
ball across the batsmen 
inteUigently and even 
though he went 
wicketless (0/44) in the 
first final picked up two 
valuable wickets m the 
second 

As for the third team 
in the fray this 
season—England—-they 
very nearly made it onto 
oentrestage courtesy 
an unhke hero with the 
bat. Angus Fraser 
Chasmg an Aussie total 
of 222 for 6 m their last 
league game—^which 
would decide whether 


England or New Zealand 
took on the hosts in the 
finals—Fraser took 
inspiration from Alec 
Stewart’s 55 to take his 
team agomsingly close 
When the overs finally 
ran out. Fraser was 38 
not out and England 
just four runs short 
In a way, it perhaps 
was fortunate for the 
English that they bowed ' 
out when they did 
Otherwise, it would have 
been them mstead of the 
Eiwis who suffered the 
huimhation of a 2-0 
drubbing in the final So 
complete was th • Aussie 
domination 
A Comspondwit, Sydney 


BiMSctni: 

First finsl. New Zealand 199/7 
off 50 overs Australia 202/4 of 
491 overs Australia won by 
six wickets 

Second final. New Zealand 
208/6 off 50 overs Australia 
209/3 off 45 3 overs Australia 
won by seven wickets 







THE BEST OF 
TENNIS WRITING 


VIRGINIA’S 

20th 

WIMBLEDON 


BYRONAlBAnaN.JULYlOtl 


H eads turn as Virginia Wade. 

immaculate in a light skirt and 
check jacket and toting an 
umbrella against New York's 
uncertain skies, saunters into 
Rumpelmeyer's (purveyors of 
the world's greatest cup of hot chocolate) 
on Central Park South Ain't that the gal 
who won Wimbledon once? Didn't she 
play Team Tennis for New York Apples 
way back? Surely she's the one we see on 
TV advertising furs, credit cards and 
pens? 

The very same, folks.. .Britain's own, 
Britain’s very own Virginia Wade, 
darling Ginny of the Centre Court, or as 
Wimbledon officially and formally refers 
to her in programme and on scoreboard 
Miss S. V. Wade (the S. stands for Sarah 
but it's a name she never uses). 

This month Virginia celebrates two 
landmarks: her 20th consecutive 
Wimbledon and her 36th birthday. The 
latter should in the politest circles be 
dismissed with a quiet murmur but the 
former merits much praise and 
comment. 

In these days of jet-paced, year-round 
tennis the wear on bodies and the 
pressure on minds is enormous—and 
growing. The casualty rate, among both 
men and w'omen on the professional 
circuits is impressive—or depressing if 
you happen to become one of the 
wounded. 

But through it all has sailed Miss S. V. 
Wade, shoulders still firm and smile still 
wide despite the burden of having carried 
the hopes of Britain for more yeara than 







is decent. How on earth has she stayed 
around at the top for all that time? 

One of the reasons is that she has 
rarely been injured, tecause she simply 
refuses any longer to believe in injury.''! 
used to have a bad back,' she explains 
amid the late morning clatter and swirl 
of Rumpel meyer’s. Then 1 suddenly 
realized that it was always at 2-all in the 
third set that my back would pack up and 
that it had to be purely tension, and that 1 
was probably just imagining it. 1 have 
never believed in being injured since 
then, though you can’t help twisting the 
odd ankle, having that sort of accident 
occasionally.’ 

Another reason is that she has nurtured 
the determination to support those sort 
of beliefs since taking up the game as a 
child in South Africa, where her family 
had moved—from Bournemouth—at the 
end of the last war when her clergyman 



She makes no 
secret of her 
interest In a TV 
career. She has 
done quite a hit of 
this already in 
America, 
Including work 
during the US 
Open last year, 
where she was 
always either 
hurrying onto 
court for a match 
or Into the 
commentary box 
to air her opinions 


father was appointed Archdeacon of 
Durban. 

Virginia has also marked up a 
remarkable list of achievements for 
consistency, while remaining 
maddeningly (or as some would have it, 
endearingly) inconsistent in her 
performances. She has been ranked No. 1 
in Britain for ton years now, a member of 
our Wightman Cup team for 15 years and 
its captain for the past eight. She has 
beaten all the world’s best women on her 
day. She has also lost to quite a few of the 
worst ones. 

Since the pinnacle year of 1977 when 
she lifted the Wimbledon crown right on 
cue in the tournament’s centenary year 
and watched by the Queen, who was 
celebrating her Jubilee, Virginia has 
trodden the stony path down from the 
summit. In 1077 she wcis the world’s No. 

2 behind Chris Evert. Last year she 
wasn’t ranked in the top 10. for the first 
time in 13 years. 

Last year, also, she became one of the 
handful of women in the tennis world to 
exceed the million dollar earnings mark. 
She had made her point—made her pile, 
too—and there wasn’t much more to 
prove. Apartment in New York, flat in 
London, impressive family home in 
Kent... she was perhaps Britain’s 
wealthiest, and certainly best-known, 
female athlete. 

Increasingly, Virginia has been 
looking towards the world of television 
as-an alternative career when her 
playing days are over, and she came close 
to that moment a year ago. 

T had only geared myself mentally to 
carry on playing until the end of last 
year’s Wimbledon,’ she said, sampling 
that exquisite hot chocolate. ‘Last year 
was going to be my final one on the 
circuit. Then I found out that 1981 would 
be my 20th Wimbledon. There was no 
way I was going to miss that. And the 
20th Wimbledon has dominated my 
thinking ever since. ’ 

Her plan to leave the women’s circuit 
centred around an offer from ITV to 
commentate on the Moscow Olympics, 
the sort of opportunity she had been 
angling for. “Then the Olympics became 
such a shambles because of the boycott. 
Moscow was out. I felt disappointed and I 
didn't even feel like playing tennis. 1 was 
very close to packing up at that point 
because the whole point of my tennis is 
that I have always loved playing the 
game.’ 








Virgpinia claims the low point of her 
c»rser wew reached in the Daihatsu 
tournament at Brighton last October 
when she was beaten by the l9-year-old 
American Barbara Potter ‘All I wanted to 
do was just gel off court.’ she admitted. 

‘It was then in Brighton that 1 realized I 
had a choice. I could mess around until 
my 20th Wimbledon or put in a really 
big effort for six months,' 

In effect she has fallen somewhere 
between the two options. She could 
never be a^xused of 
having messed around 


f 
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1 during the winter and spring but neither 
was the effort as consistent as it might 
have been particularly on the Avon tour. 
Places like Detroit, Cincinnati and 
’ Kansas City possess less than irresistible 
appeal in the depths of an American 
winter. 

■ ’ Virginia’s high point was in 

reaching the final 

“ ' * ■ of the Avon tournament 

of San Francisco only 
to lose to her pigtailed 
gremlin. 

Andrea Jaeger. 

B'lt she has 
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stayed fit and keen, as feline, arrogant, 
predatory, sleek and eye-catching as 
ever. 

She acknowledges that the 20th 
Wimbledon will be her last big effort to 
lift the title again, but the word 
retirement is allowed no dwelling places 
in the Wade vocabulary. 

"There are several reasons why I don’t 
like the word,' she said. ‘One of them, 
though I'm not particulary proud of it, is 
that the companies for which I have 
endorsements are not too happy about 
the word ‘retire’. Another reason is that 
I’ve always hated this bit about people 
saying they’re retiring. I am allergic to 
that particular terminology. They all 
retire and then come back. Billie Jean 
three times, Margaret Court, Chris Evert 
Lloyd. Why don’t they just say they 
aren’t going to play for a while?” 

It’s far more likely that Virginia will 
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ease out of tennis with the same grace 
she has brought to her playing career. 
She certainly intends to lead Britain into 
the Wightman Cup match against the 
United States in Chicago two weeks after 
Wimbledon, and will possibly compete in 
the Centenary US Open as a 
distinguished former champion <she won 
the title in its first full, open year, 1968). 

She makes no secret of her interest in a 
TV career—'and not just sport 
commentating either,’ she points out. 

She has done quite a bit of this already in 
America, including work during the US 
Open last year, where she was always 
either hurr,ying onto court for a match or 
into the commentary box to air her 
opinions. 

Though it seems a pity that Britain’s 
best-ever woman player will be lost to 
this country as a coach, Virginia Wade 
has no plans to return to Britain for at 
least three more years. She is content to 
make New York her home for the time 
being, especially since it constitutes a 
more-than-tolerable haven from the 
savagery of the gentlemen from Inland 
Revenue. 

Severely critical of the fact that there is 
no natxiral successor among British 
girls—‘It's absurd, there is no one who 
looks remotely as if she can play the 
game the way it is played in this modem 
day’—she does not feel her future lies in 
helping to pull British tennis out of its 
abysmal condition. 

‘I could never undertake 
straightforward tennis teaching,’ she 
said. ‘I would be interested in having a 
coaching school, but more along the 
American lines with children of a small 
group of talented youngsters, giving 
them specialized coaching, but I just 
couldn’t go out and do that sort of thing 
six hours a day every day.’ 

For the time being, however, TV 
ambitions and coaching opinions can 
wait. Once more than name Miss S. V. 
Wade is going to be slotted into the 
Centre Court scoreboard, and the 
nation’s viewers can settle back to 
agonize the day away with their 
favourite. 

It’s more unlikely that Virginia Wade 
will win. as she did in 1977. But, gfiven a 
clear mind, a following wind and a 
fnendly draw, she may topple an 
opponent or two. Alternatively, she may 
m^e a swift exit, to the accompaniment 
of headlines like ‘Qiimy Shook’. But then, 
that’s the way she has always been, 20th 
Wimbledon or not.l9 










What’s common to John SnoW and HaroM Larwood? yes, bp 


their hostile bowlin^^ •• -and then went on to make their iKmges in AiMdralia: 
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J OHN SNOW strolls 
anonymously 
through the streets 
ofSydney, 

attracting nothing so 
much as a sideways 
glance of recognition. 
Twenty years ago, 
things were different. 
Then, Snow was the man 
who made Australian 
blood boil in a wajr no 
English fast bowler had 
done since Harold 
Larwood. 

The analogry 
continues. Nowadays, 
Larwood pursues the life 
of a recluse in the 
Sydney suburb he 
incongruously chose as 
his home post-bodyline. 
Snow is no hermit but 
his profile is kept 
consciously low, in 
Sydney as in Sussex. 

It stayed that way. 
when the third Test 
'began on the ground 
where his exploits 
dominated during the 
1970-71 tour, the last 
time England won back 
the Ashes in Australia. 

In one Sydney Test, he 
took a match-winning 
seven for 40; in the 
other, he hit an 
Australian taileiider on 
the head, provoking an 
umpiring confrontation, 
serioxis crowd reaction 
and an England 
walk-off. He also ended 
up in hospital. The game 
was never dull when this 
son of a Worcestershire 
vicar was around. 

Looking at him now, 
lean, fit and apparently 
ready to bowl his usual 
20 overs with that 


marvellously fluid 
action, it hardly seems 
possible that he will be 
50 this year. It also 
hardly seemed fair to 
remind him, as he 
reminisoed over the 
Tests for which he will 
always be remembered. 

“1 suppose 1 was seen 
as a bit of a villain here," 
he says with the 
twinkling smile of one 
fvdly aware he was 
occasionally seen as a 
villain in the committee 


rooms of Lord’s, too. 
“But I learned that in 
Australia, they may hate 
you, but they will still 
respect you if you do the 
business on the field. To 
be barracked here is a 
mark of respect.” 

Snow tells a story of 
his homeward flight, 
when invalided out of 
the tour before the New 
Zealand leg. “The plane 
stopped in Darwin and I 
decided to have a final 
Australian beer. A 


fellow at the bar looked 
at me sharply and said; 
‘You’re John Snow. I’ve 
been swearing at you all 
summer.’ Then he 
insisted on buying me 
drinks and slapping my 
back. It summed up the 
attitude here. 

“’This had always 
seeemed to me the 
ultimate place to play 
cricket. To tour 
Australia with England 
had been my great 
ambition since 
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AS ‘VILLAIN’ 


Ad Aussie blood boil iidth 


Sdow recently..... 



childhood. Perhaps, in 
1970, the Tests created 
more intensity than they 
do now. The occasion 
was bigger because 
there was no one-day 
cricket to deflect 
attention. But that does 
not mean I necessarily 
feel things were better 
then. 

“I used to get fed up 
with county cricket 
because I wanted to plaj' 
in front of a crowd, not 
two men and a dog. For 



that reason, I would 
have relished the 
one-dayers played now. 
After all, they only take 
the game back to its 
roots, and in the course 
of time I think they may 
help Test cricket rather 
than destroy it." 

Snow is a quiet, 
reflective man these 
days. He has given up 
the poetry writing 
which diverted him 
through his playing 
career, but he remains 


Siiowlftriiiliet, 
raffectiveman 
these 4ays. He 
hasi^eiiiipllie 
ftomy writiiii; 
nrhichiiivertA 
hhii UiroiA Ate 
pbnte career, 
but he remains 
farremoved 



far removed from the 
rebellious image in 
which he was painted. 

His travel business 
occupies him fully, but 
he retains rare skills in 
the communication of 
coaching, which 
England could, and 
should, have utilised in 
recent years. 

He watched this tour 
lurch from drama to 
chaos with more sorrow 



than anger and, as he 
reflected on his own 
series, two d^ades ago, 
he pointed out that roles 
were fully reversed. 

“We were the more 
experienced side, we 
took an early lead and 
then hung onto it 
without serious injury 
problems. They hit us in 
the last Test. Geoff 
Boycott had his arm in a 
sling and I joined him 
before the end of the 
game.” 

By then. Snow had 
been subjected to a 
torrent of bottles and 
cans, and the 
armwrestling of a 
drunk, after Terry 
Jenner had ducked into 
a short ball. Ray 
Illingworth, in Snow’s 
view is the best England 
captain since Hutton, 
controversially led his 
team off the field. 


Two days later, with 
Australia pursuing a 
very accessible target to 
win the game and keep 
the Ashes, Snow took 
the first wicket and 
then, in trying to take a 
boundary catch, 
dislocated his right little 
finger so badly that, 
despite immediate 
surgery, it remains 
disflgru^ now. 

He was showing me 
the damage when a 
waiter came across. ‘T 
think,” the waiter said, 
“England should be 
looking to call up some 
of its golden oldies don’t 
you?” Snow simply 
smiled. In the city where 
he was reviled as a 
pommie headhunter and 
respected as a truly 
great fast bowler, at 
least someone still knew 
him. 
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lAAF WORLD RECORDS AS AT 31st DECEMBER 1990 


Mm 

tOQm 

9,92 

Cart LEWIS 

USA 

Seoul 

2409.88 

ROOm 

19.72 

Pietro MENNEA 

ITA 

Mexico City 

1Z09.79 

40Qn 

43J29 

ftoiy REYNOLI^ 

USA 

Zurich 

17.0838 

SOOm 

1:41.73 

Sebastian COB 

OBR 

Florence 

10.0631 

XOOOm 

2:1Z18 

Sebastian COE 

GBR 

Odo 

11.0731 

t500m 

3:29.46 

Said AOUITA 

MAR 

Berlin 

23383S 

Mile 

3:4632 

Steve CRAM 

OBR 

Oslo 

27Xf735 

2000m 

430.81 

Said AOUITA 

MAR 

Paris 

16,0737 

3000m 

7:29.45 

Said AOUITA 

MAR 

Cologne 

2(MM39 

sooom 

12;:^9 

Said AOUITA 

MAR 

Rome 

22,0737 

KMlOOm 

27K».23 

Arturo BARRIOS 

MEX 

Berlin 

nm» 

20.000m 

57:184 

Dfonisio CASTRO 

POR 

UFlbche 

3t40kOD 

1 hour 

20,944 

Jos HERMENS 

HOL 

Papeadal 

0^5.76 

25,00Qm 

1:13353 

Toshihiko SEKO 

JPN 

Ouistchurdi 

2^033} 
2Z0331: 

3O,aO0m 

1:29:183 

Toshihiko SEKO 

JPN 

Christchurch 

110m Hurdles 

12.92 

Ro^ KINGDOM 

USA 

Zurich 

1638J9 

400m Hurdles 

47.02 

Edwin MOSES 

USA 

KoMenz 

31.08.83 

3000m SC 

8:0535 

PetCT KOECH 

KEN 

Stockholm 

03.0739 

Rclajrs 

4 X 100m 

37.79 

FRA (Moriniere, Sangouma, 
Trouabal, Marie-Rose) 

FRA 

Split 

01.09.90 

4 X 200m 

1:19.38 

Santa Monica Trade Qub 
(Everett, Buridl, 

Heard, Lewis) 

USA 

Koblenz 

23.0839 

4 X 400m 

2-56.16 

USA (Matthews, 

Freeman, James, Evans) 

USA (Evelett, Lewis, 
Robinme, Reynolds) 

USA 

USA 

Mexico Oty 

Seoul 

281068 , 

0110.88 » 

i 

4 X SOOm 

7:03.89 

GBR (Elliott, Cook, 

Cram, Coe) 

OBR 

London 

30.08.82 

4 X ISOOm 

Walks 

14:38.8 

FRC (Wessinghage, Hudak, 
Lederer, Flesdien) 

FRO 

Cologne 

17.08.77 

20,000m 

1:18:40.0 

Ernesto CANTO 

MEX 

Bergen 

05.05.84 

30,000m 

2:04-55.7 

Guillaume LEBLANC 

CAN 

Sept-Iles 

16.06.90 

50,000m 

3:41.384 

Raul GONZALEZ 

MEX 

Bergen 

25.05.79 

2 hours 

28,165 

Jose MARIN 

ESP 

Barcelona 

08.04.79 

Held Events 

High Jump 

Z44 

Javier SOTOMAYOR 

CUB 

San Juan 

29.07.89 . - * 

Pole Vault 

6.06 

Sergey BUBKA 

URS 

Nice 

10.07.88 

Long Jump 

8.90 

Bob BEAMON 

USA 

Mexico City 

1310.68 

Tripte Jump 

17.97 

Willw BANKS 

USA 

Indianapolis 

16.06.85 

Shot Put 

23.12 

Randy BARNES 

USA 

Los Angeles 

20.05.90 

Discus 

74.08 

Jurgen SCHULT 

GDR 

Neubrandenburg 

06.06.86 

Hammer 

86.74 

Yuriy SEDYKH 

URS 

Stuttgart 

3008.86 

Javelin 1>0.98 

ComMned Events 

Steve BACKLEY 

GBR 

London 

200790 

Decathlon 

# 1985 tables 

# 8847 Daley THOMPSON GBR Los Angeles 

(10.44, 8.01, 15.72, 2.03, 46.97, 14.33, 46.56, 530, 65.24, 435.00) 

8/9.08.84 


Bwt PcrfoniwiKc 

Ktanthoo 2:06:S0 DINSAMO ETH Rotterdam 17.04 8S 

The Ibikmbtf Mitomaiiee ii no tonfcr recognised lAAP as a WdrU Record:- 

IQQip 9Sa Ren K>HNSON CAN Rome 30.08.87 

..A.. ..- -.------■ - ..........-.. 





Jackie Joyner Kersee 



WOMEN 

l()0m 

10.49 

Florence GRIFFITH JOYNER 

USA 

Indianapol^ 

.. . ’ 

■ 16.07J18 

200m 

21.34 

Florence GRIFFITH JOYNER 

USA 

Seoul 

29.0$,M . " 

4()0m 

47.60 

Marita KOCH 

GDR 

Canberra 

. 06, 

8(X)m 

1:53.28 

Jarmila KRATOCHVILOVA 

TCH 

Munich 


1000m 

2:30.6 

Tatyana PROVIDOKHINA 

URS 

Podolsk 

2a08.7ir 

1500m 

3:52.47 

Tatyana KA2ANKINA 

URS 

Zurich 

13.{».80 - 

Mite 

4:15.61 

Paula IVAN 

ROM 

Nice 

10J)7^9 

2000m 

5:28.69 

Maricica PUICA 

ROM 

London 

11.07.86. 

3000m 

8:22.62 

Tatyana KA2ANKINA , 

URS 

Leningrad 

26.08.84 

5000m 

14:37.33 

Ingrid KRISTIANSEN' 

NOR 

Stockholm 

QS.08.86 

10,000m 

30:13.74 

Ingrid KRISTIANSEN 

NOR 

Oslo 

05.07.86 

1 Hour 

18,084 

Silvana CRUCIATA 

ITA 

Rome 

04.05.81 

25,000m 

1:29:29.2 

Karolina SZABO 

HUN 

Budapest 

22.04.88 

30.000m 

1:49:05.6 

Karolina SZABO 

HUN 

Budapest 

22.04,88 

100m Hurdles 

12.21 

Yordanka DONKOVA 

BUL 

Stara Zagora 

20.08.88 

400m Hurdles 

52.94 

Marina STEPANOVA 

URS 

Tashkent 

17.09.86 

Relays 

4 X 100m 

41.37 

GDR (Gladisch, Rieger 

GDR 

Canberra 

06.10.85 

4 X 200m 

1:28.15 

Aucrswald, Gohr) 

GDR (Gohr, Muller 

GDR 

Jena 

09.08.80 ! 

4 X 400m 

3:15.17 

Wockcl, Koch) 

URS (Lcdovskaya, 

URS 

Seoul 

01.10.88 

4 X 800m 

7:50.17 

Nazarova, Pinigina, Bryzgina) 
URS (Olizarenko 

URS 

Moscow 

05.08.84 ' 



Curina, Borisova, Podyalovskaya) 



Walks 

5.000m Walk 

20:17.19 

Kerry SAXBY 

AUS 

Sydney 

14.01.90 


*20:07.52 

Beate ANDERS 

GDR 

Rostock 

23.06.90 

10,000m Walk 

41:56.23 

Nadczhda RYASHKINA 

URS 

Seattle 

24.07.90 

Field Events 

High Jump 

2.09 

Stcfka KOSTADINOVA 

BUL 

Rome 

30.08.87 

Long Jump 

7.52 

Galina CHISTYAKOVA 

URS 

Leningrad 

11.06.88 

Shot Put 

22.63 

Naulya LISOVSKAYA . 

URS 

Moscow 

07.06.87 

Discus 

76.80 

Gabriele REINSCH 

GDR 

Neubrandenburg 09.07.88 

Javelin 

80.00 

Petra FELKE 

GDR 

Potsdam 

. 09 : 09 . 88 ,. 

Combined Events 
Heptathlon 7291 

Jackie JOYNER-KERSEE 

USA 

Seoul 

23/24.09.88 

(12.69, 1.86, 15.80, 22.56, 7.27, 45.66, 2:08.51) 

Best performance 



Marathon 

2:21:06 

Ingrid KRISTIANSEN 

NOR' 

London 

21.04.85. 


* Awaiting ratification 
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lAAF/Area Competitions 
lapy Mytioks (USA) 


Afthur Anderson (USA) 
Greg Foster (USA) 
Joseph Taiwo (NGR) 
Luie Delis (CUB) 


Randy Barnes (USA) 


Hamilton Spectator Games 
EAA indoor me'^ng, Seville 

Sunkist Invitation, UA 
Sunkist Invitation, LA 
Indoor Invitation, Portland 
EAA Meeting, Umea 
EAA Meeting, Formia 

EAA Meeting, Malmd 


Harry "Butdh" Reynolds (USA) lAAF Meeting, Monaco 


21.1.90 
27.2.90, 

14.1.90 

19.1.90 

20.1.90 
20.06.90 

7.7.90 


12.8.90 


Borut Bilac (YUG) 

Felicia Tilea (ROM) 

Vtacheslav Lukho (URS) 

Dulce Garcia (CUB) 

Tested by Member Federations 

Robert Perez (USA) 

Bogdan Plochocki (POL) 

Greg Moses (USA) 


Larry Myrioks (USA) 
William Payne (USA) 

Izabela Zatorska (POL) 
Sirje Eischeimann (URS) 
Patricia Girard (FRA) 
Adriana Andrescu (ROM) 
^awomir M)uslak (POL) 
H+ientschsl (GOR) 

lana 


Elisa'Costa (FOR) 


Larisa Nik^ (URS) 
Tamara Bykova (Ul^) 

L Cherevko (URS) 
Aleksey Pah^ov (URS) 
Setge^ k^ov (URS) 


European Championships, Split August 90 
European Championships, Split August 90 
European Championships, Split August 90 
EAA Meeting, Jerez 3.9.90 


Ultramarathon, Minnesota 28.10.89 

Polish Junior Champs, Spala 27.1.90 

USA Indoor Championships 23.2.90 


USA Indoor Championships 23.2.90 
USA Indoor Championships 23.2.90 

Polish X-C Champs, Olsztyn 11.3.90 
Los Angeles Marathon ^ 4.3.90 
Out-of-Competition 17.3.90 

Westland Marathon, Netherlands 7.4.90 
Stramiiano Half-Marathon, Italy 7.4.90 
German Democratic Republic 27.5.90 
USSR Junior Championships 5.7.90 

Portugal 9.6.90 

West-Athletlo-Cup, Austria 24.6.90 
Portugal National Club Chants 7.7.90 

Goodwin Games, Seattle 23.7.90 

Goodwill Games, Seattte ; 23.7.90 

USSR Summer Spartakiad. ^.7.90 
USSR Summer Spartakiad 30.7.90' 
USSR National Championsh^ss 24.&90 




3 'months , 
until 27^5^ 

3 nwnthfi 
3 months 
3 months 
2 years . 


Suspended pending 
a TAC hearing 

Suspended pending 
a TAC hearing 

2 years 
2 years 

2 years 

3 months 


3 months 
2 years 

2 years 
until 5.5.92 

until 13.4.91 

3 months 
until 4,7.90 

3 months 
2 years 
2 years 

2 years. 

3 months 
2 years 

2 years 

2 years 


2 years 

3 months 
2 years 

2 years 
2 years 
















KERALA POLICE 


C HANDRASEKH- 
ARANNAIR 
STADIUM. 
Thiruvananthap- 
uram. 1982. Venue of 
the All India Police 
Games. Kerala Police 
thrashed and bruised in 
ftont of a large crowd. 
An embarrassed Kerala 
Home Minister, with a 
blank expression on his 
face, helplessly supers 
the jeers of the 
spectators each time the 
results are announced 
on the public address 
system. The Kerala 
Policemen look like a 
bunch ofno 

gfooders.. .This is just an 
Image from the 
agonised, anguished 
past of Kerala Police. 

But those moments of 
agony and humiliation 
later turned out to be a 
blessing in disguise. 
For, the Home Minister 
who had patiently 
tolerated the hostile 
public reaction, vowed 
then and there that 
Kerala Police would 
never again be the 
laughing stock of the 
crowds. Not anymore. A 
blueprint was 
immediately formulated 
and work begsui in right 
earnest. 

As an ambitious plan 
was launched the 
Director General of 
Police M.K. Joseph and 
sports officer T.K. 
Gopinath began to work 
tirelessly, sacrificing 
their social 
commitments just to 
restore the fast decling 
image of the policemen 
in the arena of football. 


The duo did a fantastic 
job and won the respects 
of the higherups in the 
government too. 

But just when things 
began to move smoothly, 
misfortune struck, 
ending abruptly all the 
good work that has been 
going on. Gopinath 
committed suicide with 
his service revolver. 

F ootball in Kerala 
had been 
languishing for a 
long time until the 
much-needed break 
finally came in 1974, ' 
when Kerala won the 
Santosh Trophy 
heralding in a new 
era.. .a revolution now 


THEENF 


began to take place, 
especially in the latter 
part of the seventies. 

Many new names, and 
teams came into 
prominence. Like 
Premier Tyres and 
Titanium, In fact, the 
team which we saw in 
the 1978 Calcutta 
Nationals was probably 
the most exciting and 
talented in recent times. 
Players like Xavier Pius, 
NStleeb, Premiuith 


Philips held centrestage 
and the scouts of the 
host city’s big three were 
on the prowl to hire 
them. 

In the 1978 Sait 
Nagjee soccer 
tournament in Calicut, 
Premnath Philips and 
Najeeb, playing for 
Premier Tyres, 
ruthlessly tormented 
the illustrious Bagan 
defence in the semi 
finals. 



BUBBASHSABCAR, writiiw from ThiruvananthsimrMn; 

t|is miooen Btory of Kerala Police who UmmgA 
idlieer eilltowm have emerge as the aewaat f^^ 
IhAlanlltMffbiUlwadtog through all the harda^^ . 


w^lng throafl^a|[l the hardahtj^tiiall 


Fadenitlon Cup, 1990; 
The victorious Kerala 
Police with the trophiM. 
The journey towards 
glory b^lne... 
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Plus later opted for 
Mohim Bagan, while 
Dinakaran, Najeeb and 
Philips joined 
Mohammedan Sporting. 

This exodus set off the 
decline of Kerala soccer 
once again and the 
disheartened tyre 
company finally decided 
to give up. 

The Premier Tyres 
team quietly passed into 
oblivion. 

Ii was around 1979 



Chondrasekharan 
Noir stadium. 
Tkiruvanonthop- 
urom. 19&I. 
Venueof the All 
Indio Police 
Gomes. Kerolo 
Police thrashed 
ond braised in 
front of o large 
crowd. The 
Kerolo Policrnnm 
look like o bunch 
of no 

gooders..«ThUi is 
juitonimoge 
from the 
Ofohised# 


that A.M. Sreedharan 
entered the scene like a 
messiah. He had been 
the goalkeeper of the 
jihen formidable Kerala 
t«un for 13 yesuca and 
subsequently coached 
the Services side for five 




years. 

Back home in 
Cannanore having 
gained a good 
reputation, Sreedharan 
took over as the coach of 
Kerala Police as they 
needed one for a 
five-year term 
beginning in 1984. 
(During this period 
Sreedharan had 


Pappachan, Sathyen, 
Chacko, Saraf Ali and 
Vijayan.) In a way. 


this year was rather 
dramatic. 

He was 

present as a member of 
the organising 
committee at the 
recently-concluded 
FedelrationCup 
and came to the 
rescue of the Kerala 
Police team by giving 
voluntary advice at a 
vitally important time 
when the newly 
appointed coach 
T.K.Chathunny 
‘deserted’ his players for 
‘personal reasons'. The 
truth is that Chathunny 
had little rapport with 
his players and had 
virtually no control over 
his team. 


And when Kerala 
Police retained the 
status of the champion 
dub of India the DQP, 
Rajagoppalan 
Narayanan, asked 
Sreedharan to take 
charge of the team. He 
agreed. 


Within six years 
Kerala Police took part 
in four Federation Cups 
and won twice; they won 
the All India Police 
soccer tournament also 
the same number of 
times. 

The acluevements 
had a tremendous 
impact on football in the 
state. And today, Kerala 
Police can boast of 



Sreedharan’s five-year 
deputation, plus another 
year’s assignment 
which terminated in 
Jvme 90, yielded great 
results. 

Sreedharan’s 
comeback into the fold 


A 

Pappachan surges Into 
the attack against 


Hungary: 
guiding light 


having five to six 
regular in the Indian 
side. Which indeed is a 
measure of the progress 
they have aohie^ 
wading bravely through 
all the hardships that 
came their way. • 

















NEHRU GOLD CUP FOOTBALL 


India Flatter, But 


Although India managed a victory over Zambia, they fell 


NI>IA vvcfc'in lilt' vcftvfofaccuinplishiiiKa very rare feat in the 
Nctii u (iiWit Clip tciiiriiarnent. a se'cond straight victory A feat so 
umisua) tliat mcrt'ly the possibility of such an occurrence was excuse 
enough to bring out our inamial of cliches 
1 1 Indian sixccr was slowly re awakening 
Wc wore alxiut to write a fresh chapter in Indian soccer history. 

3 1 The jiiihlu; was going to respond with renewed enthusiasm by coming 
111 large' ineinbcrs to see India perform 

Hang Forget it China s Huang Chong with a decisive! strike punctured 
the Indtaii balloon again Okay, we lost All right, wt' were inconsistent 
Tiiiit' l(' go b.ick to the drawing board you would think’’ No way, in our 
typical iiianneir, it was merely time to find a scajiegoal. .And who better 
than our Hungarian coach, Joseph Cielei 

Yet. instead of asking why the national federation had consrstontly 
interfered with Gelei s plans, asking him to work with a 'fragmented 
team, they questioned why he was heiiig paid .so much Outrageous 

However, coming biu'k to the tournament at Trivandrum’s 
CliaiKlra.sekharan Nail- stadiunuthe lUHti meet was held at the same 
venuei Gelei was never optimistic to begin with about India doing 
soiuetluiig outstanding Bikash Paiiji and company may have tried thoir 
best, but Gelei was given negligible time to mould his team into any 
fighting .shape 

Nevertheless, this time there was a slight deviation in India’s story. It 
was initially rather iinliclievable that India put up such stiff resistance 
ag'aiiist a Romanian Olympic H learn for about T.’j minutes without any 
decisive result And when we eventually lost, it w^s not without 
resiK*ctabilit.y 

Fiqiially amazing was that, the Romanian triumph didn’t appear to deter 
th<' Indian spirit at all In fact. the players were in no mood to surrender 
without a fight against t he Hungai’ians A mood that became appaient 
when India look the lead through f’appachan and held on to it for as long 
lus 67 minutes But we lacked that extra bit . .the inability to keep our 
comjxisure. and in the process made some irretrievable errors. Assistant 

_ coach Mohd Habib s protege Aloke Das tripped Josef Duro inside the box 

and Tibor Balog neutraliscid A moment later India would concede another 
goal, 

Gelei, though, was satisfied with India's performance and quite 
confident lliat they had the ability to score over the teenaged Zambian 
national team, which has plenty of skill and stamina but lacks expierience. 
So to contain the visitors. Gelei enforced one particular strategy: an all-out 
attack and it paid off when Bikas Panji became the last Indian to score a 
goal in the Nehru Cup, his last international meet, 

Against China, Gelei turned prophetic when be correctly surmised that 
Shai af All. despite his excellent overlapping, has the tendency of not 
marking his opponent and if ever India conceded a goal to China it would 
come from that particular side. He was absolutely right.. .just one lapse by 
Sharaf All and Aloke Das was enough to place India behind China. 

One of the problems in the Indian camp was dissatisfaction over player 
selection Habib was only interested in promoting his TATA Academy 
footballers, Aloke Das and Cardoz. There were others unquestionably 
better than Cardoz, who shouldn’t have been played against China, as he 
looked a mere passenger Aloke Das. at least did a substantial job in the 



Instead of asking why 
the national 
federation had 
conslstentiy 
interfered with 
Geiersiiiaits,they 
Questioned he 
was being naid so 
much 
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BY SUBHASH SARCAR. TRIVANDRUM 


Not For Long 


short of expectations once ag’ain 


l,_:f 





A Pappachen and 
^ BIkash Panji exult 
after scoring a goal. Of 
course the occasions 
were a rarity 











The spectators hold 
afloat banners 
condemning the use 
of force in settling a 
political issue 


“I cannot believe wby 
India can’t progress. 
Everyone loves tbe 
game. There is plenty 
ot talent”—Joseph 
Gelei 


back four, but will be remembered for the one error he made which China’s 
Huang- Chong took advantage of. 

While the coaches did not mention their reluctance to use the older 
players, it appeared evident through their actions In fact, one wondered 
why the senior players were inducted into the Indian squad in the first 
place? Defender Tarun Dey didn’t find a place in the team and asked 
permission to leave.. .Debashish Mukherjee met with the same fate (he 
stayed back) because Gelei thought Chacko was doing a better job under 
the bar 

The outcome of the India-USSR match had to relevance—how can we 
expect any improvement from overaged players who lack stamina and 
indulge ir the habitual mispasses. “I cannot believe why India can't 
progress. Everyone loves the game. There is plenty of talent. There should 
be a seriovis effort made to scout talent from the Subroto Mukherjee Cup, 
but no one is bothered. It’s really disheartening. And clubs must have 
junior teams to blend the young players with the experienced ones,” 
confessed 'Gelei. “And there should be one coaching system which will help 
improve Indian standard. A different style of play will never help.” 

That, was Gelei’s final verdict. But, who cares? • 
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W HE glamour of 
■ Indian cricket 
had converged 
in the East ^ne 
this yeai- to vie for 
supremacy in the 
Duleep Trophy 
■ tournament. The 
* tournament was 
rescheduled in view of 
the temporary 
postponement of 
Pakistan’s proposed 
tour to India. Despite 
the introduction of 
5-day matches—at all 
levels—the trend of 
high scoring matches 
has not altered in 
view of the 
preparation of docile 
wickets at almost all 
centres. Last year’s 
pattern of high 
scoring matches has 
continued to be the 
feature this year too. 

In the quarter-final 

g layed at Nehru 
tadium, Guwaiiati, 
the strong West Zone 
batting line up, by the 
end of the second day, 
had put up a 
mammoth total of 604 
which included big 
contributions from 
Sanjay Manjrekar I 




Ravi Shaatri did not 
enforce a follow-on 
because his players 
needed batting 
practice 




.S"- 






(122), Sachin 
Tendulkar (159) and 
Dilip Vengsarkar 
(72). Young Saurav 
Ganguly’s medium 
pace (4 for 113) was 
most encouraging. In 
East Zone’s reply, 
Saurav stood firm 
amid the ruins (at one 
stage 6 for 178) and 
finally managed to 
get an unbeaten 
century on debut 
(124) in this 
tournament. Ravi 
Shastri did not 


enforce the follow-on 
despite the massive 
first innings lead of 
287 runs and wanted 
to give batting 
practice to his team. 
Otherwise absurd, the 
pretence of 
portraying 
competitiveness was 
evident from 
individuals who were 
keen to achieve 
personal landmarks. 
In West 2jone’s second 
innings, left-handed 
Vinod Kambli (87) 


HIGH SCO. 















DULEEP 

TROPHY 

1990-91 


failed to get a 
hundred on debut in 
this tourney and 
spinner Abinash 
Kumar became the 
first-ever player from 


East Zone to bag ten 
wickets m this 
tournament 
In the semi-final at 
Moin-iU-Haq 
Stadium, Patna. 
Central ^ne batsmen 
had no clues to the 
intelhgent bowling of 
North’s Atul Wasson 


and Manuider Singh 
(match figures of 7 
for 137) Central, 
after folding up for 
277 did manage to 
reduce North to 5 for 
175 at one stage but 
Ajay Jadeja (61) and 
Kirti Azad (141) and 
later Manoj 



Although Srikkanth is 
not heard of now, his 
brilliant knock of 58 

8 roved that he was 
ii keeping In touch 
with the game 


Prabhakar (66) and 
Kapil Dev (69) 
consolidate North’s 
score to 452 
Prashant Vaidya (6 
for 128) continued to 
perform well in 
Duleep Trophy In 
Central's small second 
inmngs total of 206, 
Praveen Amre (103), 
batted brilhantly, 
notching up his 
fourth Duleep Trophy 
hundred in as many 
matches North beat 
Central by ten wickets 
in four days 
In the other 
semi-final at Ispat 
Stadium, Rourkela 
with a total of 747 
runs. West Zone’s 
di earn bat ting Ime up 
of Laic hand Rajput 
(152) Vengsarkar 
(94) Tendulkar (131), 
Kambli (96) and Raju 
Kulkarni (69) 
overcame South’s 
total of 515 which I 

included brilhant j 

knoc ks of 

Knshnamachari i 

Srikkanth (58) 
Woorkeri Raman 
(150) Mohd 
Azharuddin (65), 

Syed Kirmani (110) 

In what turned out to 
be a wicket 
tailor-made for 
batsmen, on the last 
day South Zone made 
337 runs foi five 
wickets in which 
Rohm Smgh (123 
n o ) and Azharuddin 
(87) were the mam 
contnbutors West 
Zon* made il to the 
finaib loi the 25th 
time in the' 30 year 
history of the 
championship 
A CofWSfMHidWit 


S & DOCILE WICKETS 










That was how Patrick McEnroe described the semi-final lineup 


11 J HCiRAP 
inighl hfivf 
fctllt n to Jtiiia 
Novotrict and 
G ibiif la Sab.itini init^tit 
havt sij( ( unibed to 
Aiantxi Saiif tu / but 
th( me n s sf mi lin tl 
line up wa‘tilt sort tint 
t(>nins piomoteu s die am 
nbout Sti'fan Ldtje i ^ 
v( I su ■> Ivan la ndl Rons 
Bickf 1 \risusHati rk 
M(I<n(o< Wait a 
nuiniti what was tint 
last nanif apain’ lohn 
Mehnioe^No yon n ad 
ii^ht itlSl’atiirk 
Mtliuoe tilt 
yciinifior but inhnitt ly 
b( tt( i lx haved breathe t 
of the‘ te rnpe fetuoiis 
younp man whobnist 
upon the inte I national 
scent in 1977 

Me I iiKH the Younp’t i 
lanke d ti lowlv I 1*1 in 
the world h id ne vn 
le ic he el the st ini lin il ol 
a Grand bl ini e \i nt 
lief ore In tut not e vt ri 
his illustilouse Ide r 
btotht I liad kone 
bt yond tilt se rnihat the 
AnhtrahanOfitn so the 
two have made liisLoi \ 
Hhthctiist pairol 
bi olhtjj s evt i to r f at h 
the* jietiultimatp lound 
of the* Australian Open 
Theit' IS none of the 



touch nont ol tht 
e xplosivf biilliaiice of 
his t Icte 1 brothn but 
the re s a tie rre will to 
will 1 ui 111 e e|ii illv 
fie re ( will te e st iblish 
his c wn ide nlit\ on the 
tinriisc ncuit Pe*iiek 
Me 1 riioe V f n' a long 
wcv toward pioving 
both hut it 1 lindf IS 
Park Ills qu tl te 1 final 
.ip-iinst inunstedtd 
It ihan r I isti ino 
f Haiti I Hike d IJ 
plites iixnt linn out hr 
ArPeomputei eltvated 
the Aliie I le in to the 
st itusol 1 e ult figuip in 
Me Iheiiiine 

< )n the wiv to taking 
Die Sf cond stiaight sot 
otihe miteli MtLiiiCK' 
111]111 e d his tide k He 


McEnroe the 
younger’s sense of 
humour is at least 
as good as his 
courage, if not 
better At the 
press conference, 
he shrugged off 
his injury to 
intone, “L.endl, 
Edberg, Becker, 
McEnroe, eh! 
Powerful stuff” 
But he was 
grinning broadly 











Becker, the world 
No. 2 could not 
help noticing that 
a woman sitting in 


the stands 
persisted in lifting 
her top, so as to 
give the tennis 
player an 
uninterrupted 
look at her two 
twin assets 


then took thi-ee minutes 
of injury time to have a 
wi-up-around bj’ace 
applied, and returned to 
the I'ray even as 
television cominentatoi's 
discussed the possibility 
that lie would have to 
concede the match 
M'^'Enroe, proud as ever, 
would have none of it 
Because of the muscle 
injury, his serve lost its 
sting, his ability to run 
down wide balls all but 
deserted him But the 
will to win uinamed 
him 

As the match dragged 
on into the fifth set. it 
seemed that nothing 
could save the 
American, yet the 
crowded stands 
exhorted him on lustily. 
McEnroe did not fail 
them He opened up a 
5-2 lead but. sei ving for 
the match, was broken. 
With Caratti sei ving to 
stay in the set. McEnroe 
held triple match point. 
Caratti clawed back to 
deuce. McEnroe look a 
fourth match point. 
Caratti' made it deuce 
again. Caratti 
double-faulted to give 
the American his fifth, 
then erred in judgment 
to give McEnroe a berth 
in the semis alongside 
the three top-ranked 
players in the world. 










lOMMy HiWDI 


' McKiwui'tlie 
I YouiiKcrs .si'MKf-of 
iiumoiir IS at l(?nst as 
{food as Ins (■(luragi' if 
iiol fwttcr At lli(‘|jr(’s.s 
. oonl'fi'cin'f. liesliru^f'vcl 
off Uir; iii|nr,v to iiitojif, 
"Lf'ncil Kflfu'jff. fjt.-f.kci, 
Mi'Kmoc. ofi r‘ov.'i'rfu! 
Kt.iift ■ Hut fii' was 
(JTinniiitJ broiiiil.v Tfa'ii 
fi(‘pointed out ttiat fie 
, luid I level lost a five set 
niiitoh Deadpan, he 
deliveied a one-liner 
with ffie panaelicol 
j WoodyAllen '(iod.I 
; hope iii.v match Wlttl 
i Meeker p^of*,s to five sets" 

! Meeker wtio disposed 
! of (iuy Korfi’et. Ill 
j straif'fil sets in the 
' qaarlei-final, faced 
more f fian his fair share 
of court side distraction 
niid way through the 
open I ri{? week. The 
world number two and 
rtasninir Wimbledon 
cliampion (. oulri not help 


Now Guy Forget 
declares he has a 
more positive 
mental attitude. 
“Before when I 
won, I would have 
been so happy and 
all day I would be 
laughing. When I 
lost it would be 
black and dark for 
a couple of days” 


notieiiip that a w-'ornan 
sittinp III the Stands 
|x;rsis|fd m hltiny htn- 
lop. .so as to yive lh<- 
tennis player an 
uninternipleri liKik at 
lier twin a.ssets W'hile 
such an art. performed 
jiistonee. iiiip-ht lia've 
bemi excu.sod as noriiml 
in Melbourne Slimmer, 
the fiuit that U was 







GETTING 

PHYSICAL 


DOWN UNDER 


B rad gilbert and David Whi^n. Gilbert 
had won all their four previousiencounters. 
hut only by the slimmeet of marginsr At 
Wimbledon last year. Gilbert. 30; had needed 
all his guile to get past the 21 -ye^told 
Wheaton with a 15-13 fifth set. IfSan,, Iri the 
Grand Slam Cup final this year, the two had to 
be separated by officials on court before they 
came to blows. With both men drawn to meet in 
the first round of the Australian Open, there 
could only have been vintage fireworks. 

As it turned out. Gilbert prevailed, once 
again by only a narrow margin. but the 
dubious distinction of brawling weilt instead 
to American Scott Davis and Austrian Alex 
Antoiiisch. Davis, whose chief claim to fame is 
t he fact that he led Ivaji Lendl by a break of 
sei've in the fifth set at Wimbledon in 1985. is 
as combustible as the best of them, and 
tempers flared on court duiing his first round 
match against Antonisch. Animosity between 
the two players continued into the looker room 
and it was left to the ATP director of tour 
services, Weller Evans, to break up what 
promised to be a fullblooded row. 

“It was not like Gilbert and Wheaton." said 
Antonisch later. “This was more a verbal 
discussion." Antonisch had been annoyed by 
the way Davis turned his head while shaking 
hands after their match and retorted "The 
Americans need guys like you in Iraq." Davis, 
no slouch when it comes to insults, retorted. 
“Australia is not even man enough to send 
anyone there." 

So there we have it. two battle grounds. One 
in Iraq, and one on the tennis courts of the 
world. Neither trend is healthy, nor is the fact 
that three of the four men giving tennis an 
ugly image at the moment are. American. 



obvious that she was . 
trying her best to catch 
his attention. 

She certainly 
succeeded, but Becker 
did not allow it to 
disti-act him from the 
on-court task. Later, 
after he had won his 
second round match 
against Marian Vajda 
6-4, 6-1, 6-3.Becker 
grinned when asked by 


the assembled media 
what he thought of the 
stiunge courtside 
behaviour. "She just had 
one beer too many and 
was having a good time. 
It was nice, but I hope 
next time she's 25." he 
quipped. 

But Becker was 
perhaps the player who 
could afford to bi'eathe 
the easiest. The 
withdrawal of fourth 
seed Pete Sampras with 
a shoulder injury meant 
that Becker s task was 
relatively easier than 
that of Ivan Ijcndl 
Lendl, champion here 
for the past two years, 
was in the top half of the 
draw, with top seed 
Stefan Edberg. and the 
dangerous duo of 
seventh seed Brad 
Gilbert and fifth seed 
Goran Ivanesevic. 
Bfecker. by contrast. had 
little to worry about, at 
least on paper With the 
withdrawal of Sampras, 
the US Open champion. 
he had only to worry 
about Freiichiiiaii Guy 
Forget, seeded tenth. 
Emilio S.'inchea-. st!edt*d 
ninth and Jonas 
Sveiisson. seeded 
eighth. 

It should have been a 
cut-aiid dried three-way 
fight for the title Lendl 
versus Edberg in the top 
half, with the winner 
coming through to miiet 
Becker in the final But 
the form guide was 
complicated by events in 
the previous week. 
Edberg had Itxiked 
vulnerable c'.gainst 
Sampras in the Kio 
International at 
Adelaide just three days 
before the Australian 
Open The Swede, 
surviving four match 
points, had succumbed 
to Ivanisevic. Yet 
Ivanisevic succumbed to 
fellow Yugoslav Goran 
Prpic. 


And what of Forget, 
who had won the NSW 
Open the week befoi e 
this tournament? If 
anyone was going to 
worry Becker at 
Flinders Park, it would 
have to be Forget Gone 
is the erratic attitude of 
old Now. he declares, he 
has a more positive 
mental attitude "Before, 
when I won. I would 
have been so happy and 
all day 1 would be 
laughing When I lost it 
would be black and dark 
for a couple of days " 
Now. he focuses iiioi’e 
clearly on the task of 
winning, he says, with 
the goal of succe.ss in 
view But Forget had 
played tiis best tennis in ' 
winning the New South 
Wales OfXJii At Flinders 
Pai k against Becker he 
succeeded in pushing 
the German to a second 
set tie-break, but never 
threatened him 
For all t hree of the 
top-seeded players. 
Edbt'i’g, Becker and 
Ijondl. this tournament 
'looms as a milestone 
I^endl needs to win not 
just to complete his 
hat-trick of vicitories at 
Flinders Park, but to 
launch himself at what 
he believes is yet another 
chance to win 
Wimmbledon. thi* one 
tournament that has 
always thwarted him. 

Foi- Edberg. also a 
former champion here, 
there is the c hance to 
establish himself as the 
champion of the 
Nineties. And for 
Becker, who has never 
taken home the 
Australian Open trophy, 
there is the first tangible 
chance to set himself on 
the road to his ultimate 
achievement, the status 
of world number one. 

DMID MCMAHON, 
MELBOURNE 




SPOT REPORT 


INDIRA GANDHI 
GOLD CUP HOCKEY 


ALL THAT 


... is not gold. The fifth edition of the tournament proved 




I N the inaugural 1987 

Indira Gandhi international 
hockey tournament, 
ultimate winners Holland 
came with eight World Cup 
players For the 1990 
tournament at Delhi, Holland sent 
their Under-21 team. Pakistan, 
winners in 1988 and 1989 sent 
their full teams, Shabaz, Wasim 
Peroze, Qamar Ibrahim and all. 


Recent winners USSR had just 
four of their World Cup players in 
their 14 member squad at Delhi. 

In 1987, USSR sent 13 World Cup 
stars for the tournament played at 
the National stadium in Delhi. 
Such then has been the fall of 
India’s only international hockey 
tournament. For the second 
successive year, no top hockey 
plaidng team has participated in 


what is becoming a devalued 
international tournament. Still 
India, with the exception of 
Par gat Singh, had a complete 
side, but finished third. Not a 
happy augury in the Olympic 
qualification year. 

The tournament started as an 
opportunity to give our national 
team, exposure to foreign teams. 
This impact is only partially 












GUTTERS.... 


achieved. Instead fo;«iern teams 
use this tournament to build sides 
for the future. Kenya’s manager 
Nashan Randiek said, “we used 
this tournament to try out winger 
Jaswinder Sagoo, goalkeeper 


custodian if we qxialify for the 
1992 Barcelona Olympics. Winger 
9^g ei Barabashin and striker 
Shatkovsky also excelled. 
^ are not only happy we won, 
but we discovered a trio of 
promising players." 

Korea came without three of 
tlwir star players. You Seung Jin, 
Park Jin Heun and Song Gye Sok 
^^q^presented Asia in the 
i^§nt Inter Continental Cup. Still 


The Dutch vteiU ehamulons 
seat an miter 21 sauee. 
Eseiilual wimers USSR had tear 
days uraeace tm the eseut end 
had euly fear world cuiwers 
In their side. The Koreans came 
sans tlwee of Dieir star ulayers. 
Esea the Kaiyaus exuerlmented 
win funler ulayers. India, 
exeeui tor Pargal Singh, had a 
eemulete side, lat sail 
Dnlshed nird 


with many new faces, Korea were 
runners, up and were top scorers 
with 22 goals and skipper. Sin 
Heum Park was the tournament's 
top scorer with eight goals, 
Belgium also had two young 
players. 

The ultimate experiment was by 
Holland. They us^ the Indira 
Gandhi tournament to groom a 
team for the 1992 Euroiiean 
junior championships and 1993 
junior World Cup. Five of their 
promising players are in the 
18>19 age group and others were 
in the 19-20 age group. Teenaged 


Rahim Osman and midfielder 
Thomas Onyango, all maldng 
their international debuts" Soviet 
coach, Mikhail Osintchev elated at 
one of his coimtry’s major 
international triumphs in hockey 
said, "our policy of 
experimentation paid off. 
Goalkeeper Rizwan Moruzov 
showed excellent agility and 
reflexes and could be our No. 1 * 


left winger Doris Beer, whose 
father was an Olympian, was one 
of the best forwards on view. 
Coach Ger Eikelboom, a lawyer by 
profession and assistant national 
coach said, “we came here for 
exposure and prepare a team for 
the future. We knew we would 
lose some matches.” 

India should emulate Holland's 
long term training schemes and 
use lesser important international 
tournaments to develop teams for 
the future. Pargat Singh's 
decision to avoid the tournament 
was correct. He stated that he 
wanted to rest and give younger 
players a chance for international 
exposure. 

Sadly for India, the gains were 
few. Only skipper Jagbir Singh 
and light winger Ram Prakash 
Singh were consistent. Most of 
India’s penalty comers and goals 
were initiated by either R.P. Singh 
or skipper Jagbir. Assistant coach 
In am -ur-Rehman said, “we will 
use Jagbir as an inside forward, 
as he holds the ball well and has 
the stickwork to create openings.’,’ 
So Jagbir has to perform the role 
of Merwyn and Shahid of yore. 

Centre half Vivek Singh proved 
thedoubting Jonahs wrong. He 
excelled in India’s two best 
matches, the 4-1 win over Kenya 
and the 3-3 draw with South 
Korea. He showed he is still 
India’s best centre half, a fitting 
rebuke to his critics who felt he 
lacked the mobility to support hie 
forwards. Newcomer in midfield 
Sanjay Bisht has the talent but not 
the temperament. The other 
debutant,Heun Saran has the speed 
but also lacked temperament. 
Harendra Singh got his chances 
as right back but his tackling is 
imcertain. Jagdev, Arif, Shakeel, 
Darryl. Sanjeev Kumar and 
Dhanraj PiUay showed ample 
potential and talent,but still 
require lots of international 
exposure. 

The hockey on view was not of a 
very high calibre, but for the 















conceded just one goal. No wonder 
coach Mikhail Osintchev 
remarked, “we were not exactly 
consistent. We played well at 
times and badly at times, as 
against Poland, but won because 
of our solid defence. ” USSR came 
for this tournament with just four 
days practice at an indoor stadium 
in Moscow. The way they are 
developing, they will be a major 
threat to India in the Olympic 
qualifying tournament at 
I Auckland later this year. 

Jilxcept for India, all the teams 
played in the l-3'3-3 formation. 
Kenya occasionally used four 
forwards. Kenya’s Inderjit 
Matharu, of Indian origin, was 
their most lethal forward. His 
mesmeric stickwork and 
dribbling skills often with one 
hand, had the spectators gasping 
and wishing he could play for 
Inida. But the accolade for player 
of the tournament would surely 
go to Belgium’s skipper, the 
balding Eric Vandenbemden. He 
played total hockey and was 
equally effective as sweeper back, 
midfield or striker. He was truly 
the jewel in the crown, shining 
and excelling in every match. His 
trapping, passing, tackling and 
dribbling were of the highest 
class. Belgium with their trio of 
brothers, Christian, Eric (Belgian 
player of 1990) and Danny, left 
back Van Hemmlen and winger 
Marc Ctoudron are very 
dangerous. They could be the 
dark horses of the Olympic 
qualifying tournament at 
Auckland in 1991. 

ITC, one of the biggest 
promoters of sports in India, were 
the main sponsors of the 
tournament. They contributed Rs 
25 lakhs which helped infive star 
hotel accommodation and travel of 
the teams, umpires and other 
sundry expenses. State Bank of 
India, the official bankers of the 
tournament revealed poor ticket 
sales. An SBI official said, “daily 
average sale was Rs. 10,000. The 
highest amount Rs. 27,000 was 
collected on Saturday, Jan. 19, 
when India played U^R. ’’ So 
without I’TC, the Indira Gandhi 
tournament committee would 
have been in a real fix. 

Novy Kwadto, Itow MM 
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W HERK does Indian hockey go from here? 

The 1990s was to be the dec;ade of hope, with 
the maturing of youthful talent, like 
Shakeel Ahmed. Mohammed Arif. Sanjeev Kumar. 
Jagdfv Singh and Mai'k Patterson However 
judging by t Ik' performances at the 5th Indira 
Gandhi uiternationaJ Gold Cup hockey tournament, 
the road t< i g lory is a long way off. 

There isa crisis in Indian hockey Adequate 
rejilaceineiU.s have not been found at right half, 
outside left and in defence if Par gat Singh is not 
playing. Since Soinayya retired after the 1988 Seoul 
Olympics India have t ned four right halves but 
finind no suitable replacement Subramani. Angeles 
Bel ling. Mohaiiunod Arif and Sanjay Bisht were all 
found wanting, Anf is a useful tackier and marker 


■ai i 


but cannot•iuik, up with his torwaid.s in cUiack. 

When India lost 0-2 to USSR. R. P Singh and 
Jagbir freuquently dragged the Soviet defence 
inwards But there was no width in the Indian 
attack, as Anti^id not overlap Hence no quick 
reverse pass awuld be given which would have split 
the Soviet defence. Anf is not to blaiiie. He is not a 
natural right half Ccac )': Inam-ur Rehman said. “1 
would prefer Arif as right back hut as Sanjay Bisht 
did not click in that position, we had to play Anf 
thei'e. as we have no other right half " 

Many felt that John Fernandez of Bombay should 
have been tried as right half, even though he plays 
left half for his state. Former Bombay coach Cedric 
U'Souza says. "John is a versatile halfback and can 
play in any position in midfield He is the best 










marker iii ImJia and it la a shame i ha^a'n'fwo l.,aves much to bo closii'od 

tournaments, the Heijiiuj-Asiad and liidira Gaiidlii • Penalty corner conversion was still woeful India 
tournament, he has been confined to the bench Why wasted 11 penalty corners and a stroke vs South 
hasn t ho been gn on a proper cha ncel*" Korea n penalty comers vs Kenya and ten vs 

If Anf played as a defender then tftetf'lgHt half USSR. 'I'he same old failings, not enough variety in 

position W’as weakened Without Pahgat Siiigli. indirect penalty corners The hitlers do not angle 

India's defence was in dire straits at IDelhi. But the shot sufficiently. Inam says, “there were too 

desperate situatiori-s demand desperate remedies many probables at the short camp at Lucknow and 

and the coaches could luive expei imented mo. e. so enough time wa.s not given to penalty corner 

Oldtimers criticise Pargal for his upl'ield sorties con%f‘rsion ' Maybe separate training for penalty 
But the Indira Gandhi tournament amply revealed corners is required. Jagdev shot powerfully but 

that, an Indian defence without Pargat is like stiaight into llie keepei or wide and Harendra 

staging Hamlet without the Prince of Denmai k Singh was mostly off target Anf was the best of the 

Jagdev may have w'on the best player award in the trio but got fewer opportunities 
Jammu nationals, but his tackling and The saddest example of paucity of talent is at 

interceptions against fast paced European teams outside left. When Thoiba Singh played there, critics 
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THEPATNOFMIIEIllilll? 


gl^OES the Indian 
J J tlockey 
WtW Federation 
(IHF) I'eally eai'e I’oi' 
the national toaiu? 

Not really. judf?injr 

by the piH-pai ation of 
the Indian leiini foi' 
the .5Ui Indira Gandhi 
inU'riiationaJ liockey 
tournament. 


time for apeciattsed 
training, so 
<K)"Ordination in 
taking penalty , 
corners was lacking.' 

Another lapi» was 
thehaphamra 
intimation to states 
and institutions ■ 
ahout release of. 
players for the ' 


players in the camp. 

At 

■'.'pa'inp'.wHh 
temperatures, 
ranging between 3-5 
.d©gn«58 Celsius, htit 
, watci' was olten, 
unavailable tW the . 
..players. Wiion tlie 
tournament was 
ediifted to Delhi, the 



For instance, after 
the Janirnu nationals, 
48 probables were 
called for the two 
week training camp 
at Lucknow. It was 
too large a number 
Cor a short'd uralion 
training camp. Thus 
when coaches. 
Jiiamari lalSharma 
and Inain-ur-Kehman 
were questioned 
about India's inability 
to convert jxnialty 
corners. Iiiani 
replied, “we haa little 


national camps. 
Imagine. Indian 
Airlines’ Mukesh 
Kumar, a star of the 
Jammu nationals, 
could not join the 
national camp* as hfe 
employers in 
Hyderabad did not 
get an officifd release 
order. Only about 35 
players came to the 
camp. So the lack of 
intimation may have 
been IHF’s 

Machiavellian plan to 
curb the number of 


players haui ^ifend 
for tliemselves about 
travel arrangements 
to the capital At 
Delhi even the daily 
allowahee^f Ks. 40 
was stopp©d|Ho 
wonder sotti^ Senior 
players coriidiain 
about lae^sdf; 
ineenily^,.,.^ 

i ‘ 

Ex-Olymf^gia 
Ashok aptly 

remarlwkt‘'in-ease 
India doesnot qualify 
from the pre-Qlympic 


, toiii'iuiniorti in 
, AvckJi^ld thisyoafiifC. 

' Will •»*lh<' first tiiiKi ' ■ 

.' sinccthe 

that JiuliavirtU’iHAfeii . 
figuring in OfyiMpiO 
hockey. IkKis.Ujc'HlK 
icill if»; tl H! iiwi+irh i turie 
of its task? Is Wio il lF 
aonoustiiattlkiy 
lU low till‘seii'idr 
luitiomils to bcatagiKl 
on grass when the 
intei university wiis 
stiiged on lisl.ro turf 
utGwalior." 

Cosmh 1 nam 
categorically said. 

"wc iiwxl more 
experience against 
European wniiitries. 

It would b(' IhisI il 
some Umrstxnild be 
arranged. " Will tlic 
IMF respond and 
shake oi l its 
lethaigy? Unlikely, 
eonsidering it’s track 
record The IMF is 
conducting a training 
earnp for Uio Indian 
juiiiorst Under 18 
years) at Gwalior for 
the Asian junior j 

qualifying 
tournament in 
October. Ironically, 
the* junior World Cup I 
and the Asian 
qualifying 1 

tou rnamerit is for 
players Undor-81 
yeai s. But for some 
reason tlic IHF camp 
is I'or players 
under-18 years. With 
such slipshod 
management can we 
qualify for the 
Olympics? 


rnamtaincd he was not a patch on Zafar Iqbal. Yet 
people are already lamenting Thoiba’s absence 
Punjab's Ram .Saran seemed sluggish and his 
cn'osses were niaeeurate Inam says, “he is young 
and hard working but got nervous in his first 
inteniational tournanienL He has the potential and 
should be given more chancos," Maybe Inam is 
right, but liam Saran did not do justice to the 
chances he got at iXilhi Sanjeev Kumar. Dhanraj 
Pillay and Darryl D'Sou/.a were all tried on the lett 
flank but w'ere mis tits Siuijeev and Pillay 


functioned adequately as occasional left wingers in 
the Jammu nationals on grass and Ram Saran 
excelled there But htxikoy on astro-turf is a 
different story. The old failings, inability to break a 
packed defence, lack of mobility amongst the 
forwai-ds and no off-the-ball work were all evident in 
the Indian players at Delhi. Indian hockey still has 
miles to go, before reaching international 
respectability. Glory is but a distant dream. 

BYNOVYKAPADIA 















THE FALDO FORMULA 

FROM TEE TO GREEN 


"ee High or Low? 


WHEN USIWG AN IRON.7EE TViE BWl BARELY ABCVE THE. GROUND SO ASTOBJCOU^fiOe. fWE 
PROPER BALL TURF STRIKE THROUGH IMPACT. TEE THE BALL HIGHER WITH THE DRIVER- 
THE TOPOF yOUR CLUB LEVEL WITH THE BALLS EQUATOR THAT WILL HELP YOU PRODUCE 
MORE OF AN UPWARD HIT WITH THE STRAIOHTER FACED CLUB. 



Posture 


Shoulders above Knees 




. .. You WIU.TUEN HAVE 
CREATED MORE ROOM FOR 
the BACK6WINO. 





JLCjSRB ^y TOp^ECK YOUR POSnjRE AT ADDRESS IS 
tOhMCESURE TOUR SHOULDERS ARE ABOVE ^RKN^ 


CET A FRIEND TO 
PLACE AOXIB 
AOAIN5T TOUR 
RIGHT SHOUU3ER: 
IF YOU ARE SET 
UP CORRECTLY 
IT SHOULD HIT 
YOUR RIGHT 
KNEE. 
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ROMAHCtNG 

E arlier in this kidneys, for example, that wer 8 »% 9 |ifpxgh the the kidneys to the 

column we had dealt are peaoeftilUttle kidneys lOsojMJp . Madder caUed uretara. 

with dehydration friends that quietly do maintain the ^rrect These chunks in medical 

and its effects . Here we their intricate job year ratipbejtweenysitand terminology are called 

are going to give you after year, \mtil one day water in thabody, hence ‘renal calculi*but we 

another reason to drink they face a problem. affecting blood know them as‘kidney 

that extra glass of The kidney acts as a pressure. stones, 

water, because it is filter in our body. That By now, thanafs These stones are 

going to make aU the is, it filters the excess probably a pwwRof guilt small, brittle and 

difference to an organ nutrients from the creeping through your usually yellow or brown 

we don’t even think Wood, dumping it into minds. Hey, this organ in colour. They come 

of—the kidney. the bladder for excretion performs some of your round, jagged, or even 

It’s sad but a true in the urine. Add to that most vital jobs and you branched like a stag’s 

medical fact of life; As - the regulation of the ' never even thinkof it antlers. They are made 

we grow older we have , body s acid-akaline The problem arises up of a variety of 

to start caring for parts balance, to help the ' when chqnksof mineral minerals and amino 

ofour body that we took system run clean and salts form in the kidneys acids; but most of them 

for granted. The without corrosion. As if or in the tubes that link are either calcium 












THESTONE? 


c»alate, calcium 
phospate or a mixture of 
the two. 

How do these stones 
happen? Wdl, if too 
much calcium winds up 
in the urine it becomes 
supersaturated, and 
calcium crystals begin 
to precipitate like little 
snowflakes. But unlike 
snowflakes these 
cyrstals don t melt. In 
fact they snowball and 
their sharp little edges 
wreak havoc on the most 
vulnerable and private 
parts of a man 8 body. 


The ftrdt^Nlklment of 
choice, unfij^^TtUnately is 
time. If the btone iS able 
to pass oM%f the tiiody 
through thS\a4bary 
tract, on its own, then 
one is indeed lucky. If 
the stoneiBnuures less 
than a qudrtsr of an inch 
in diameter, then there s 
an 80% chance that it 
will pass out on its own. 

But sometimes the 
stone can t move. In 
these cases the urethra 
goeslntoactpasm,' " ' 
gripping the stone—a 
sitiiation some medics 


through the rest of the 
body. 

Another amazing fact 
is that the patient is 
caixght unawares by the 
crippling pain, even 
when one is in the pink' 
of health. Docs cannot 
explain the high rate of 
incidence of kidney 
stones among men. 
Some even suggest that 
this is the closest that a 
man can come towards 
experiencing what it < 
feels like during labouf. 

By now we guess 
youH want to do damn 


THE HEALTH 
COLUMN 


hot season one sweats ' 
and that makes it easier 
for minerals to 
accumulate in the 
kidneys. S^y regulate 
their water habits so 
they can avoid that 3 
a.m. walk to the 
bathroom. But in reality 
one should drink a glass 
of water before going to 
bed and should have 
another glass of water at 
3.02, when you come out 
of the bathroom. 

Eating less meat, 
cutting back on salts, 
and putting the lid on 
ice-creams and cheese 
will do a lot of good for 


An excruciating pain 
is the result; very low in 
the gut and dead center 
fixint. The pain hits in 
spasms and one moment 
you are perfectly aU 
right and the next 
moment you are curled 
up like a tube of 
toothpaste, howling like 
a banshee and 
wondering whether 
someone far away had 
cieated a voodoo doll in 
your features and had 
jammed a red hot pin 
into the mid section. 
Although a 

tendency toward kidney 
stones run in the family, 
environmental factors 
like Chronic 
dehydration, or a diet 
rich in meat or dairy 
products can also be the 
cause. 


call ‘Roixiancing the 
Stone. In these cases the 
stones have to be 
dissolved or removed by 
surgical means. A non 
surreal procedure 
known as 

Extracorporeal Shook 
Wave Llthitripsy is fast 
gaining acceptance in 
the western countries. 

In this procedure the 
patient is made to 
recline on what looks 
like a dentist’s chair of 
the year 2050, in an 
oversized bathtub full of 
warm water. A high 
voltage generator sends 
up to 3,000 shook waves 
through the water into 
the patient s flank. 

These, waves demolish 
the stones , while 
rijqilli^f harmlessly 



near anything to avoid 
sUthie. Well, folks the 
prevention procedure is 
the easiest (^all. 

Just make sure that 
you drink 8-9 glasses of 
water in a day.. Another 
word of caution. Be on 
your tqes regarding 
water habits dtuing 
summer because in the 


the kidneys. One should 
also go easy on foods 
sixch as chocolate, tea, 
cola, peanuts, spmach 
and citrus fruits. 

Bemember, kidney 
stones are as bad as they 
sound, lake our word 
ibr it, because you 
woul^’t ever want to 
find out'for yourself. • 








KATIONAL BADMINTON CHAMPIONSHIP, HYDERABAD 


T he Indian 

Railways duo 
comprising Bisht 
and George 
Thomas crowned 
themselves the 
‘queen’ and ‘king’ of the 
Puma-Carona national 
badminton 
championship which 
concluded at the Lai 
Bahadur Indoor 
Stadium. 

For Madhumita Bisht 




Champion 


it was really a special 
occasion to celebrate. 
Firstly she set a new 
record by winning the 
singles title for the eight 
time, eclipsing the 
25-year old record of 
Meena Shah. She also 
equalled the seven-in-a 
row win by Meena. 
Significantly, 
Madhumita earned a 
triple, wiiming the 
singles, doubles and 
mixed doubles 
partnering Sudha 
Padmanabhan and 
Harjeet Singh 
respectively. This she 
has done for the fifth 
time. 

Starting off fix>m the 
base line, Madhiamita 
played bard to avenge 
her defeat against 
Seema Bhandari who 
bad thrashed her in the 
SAARC meet a couple of 
years ago. Facing no 
resistance from her 
rival, Madhumita 
excelled in using her 
drop shots and deft 
placements to win easy 
points. 

In the first game both 
looked equally good. 
With the score at two-all. 
Service changed many a 
time and then it was 
three-all. But from here 
onwards, Madhumita 
changed her game plan 
and took a good five 
point lead by keeping 
the service to herself. 

When Seems 
Bhandari, tried . 
desperately to come back 

M 


into the game, 
Madhumita sent a 
couple of cross court 
smashes to take the first 
set at 11-3 in 14 
minutes. 

In the second game, 
Seema Bhandari did not 
look nervous. She 
worked hard to make up 
for the earlier losshut to 
no avail. Madhumita 
Bisht gained a two point 
lead, serving high and 
returning the shots with 
some deft placements. 
Then Seema changed 
her strategy and 
equalised at two all by 
improving her speed 
and drop shots. This did 
not deter ‘Didi’ (as called 
by Railway players) who 
shrugged off all 
resistance to pick 
another three points in a 
row to make it 5-2. 

Sensing victory, 
Madhumita Bisht toyed 
with Seema Bhandari 
for a brief spell before 
'Winning the game. 11-7. 

Twenty-four year 

I old George Thomas, 
an engmeer in the 
Railways, was 
brimming with 
confidence after his 
victory over Vimal 

George Thornes lies 
fist on the floor In )oy 
after he won the 
national tMe for the 
first time. He defeated 
Praveen Kumar In the 
final 


Kumar. In the final 
against Praveen Kumar 
he started off on a very 
cautioxis note giving 
away two points to 
Praveen by wrong line 
judgement. Controlling 
himself by muttering a 
few words, George 
caught up with his rival 
to make it two all. Then 
wresting a one point 
lead., Praveen failed to 


keep the lead when he 
netted the shuttle for 
George to eqpialise at 
three-all. 

Knowing fully well 
Praveen’s lack of fitness, 
George Thomas began to 
play his natural game of 
puUing his opponent 
towards the net and 
sending the return 
behind. By doing so. 










ChaiiQ»hMw: 
MadtitmiltiWihtand 
Qw>rg« Thomas 

Qeoi^ Thomas tired out 
his rival and starts 
gaining points with 
placements to forge 7-3 
ahead. 

Unable to cover the 
court properly due also 
toathighiitiury, 
Praveen caved in meekly 
St 15-3. 

Game two, seemed to 
go in favour of Praveen 
Kumar. He took a 
comfortable 4-0 lead, 
and then extended his 
advantage to 10-3. A 

cool and composed 
George Thomas 
concentrating on his 
rallies slowly started 
hitting the shuttle from 
one end of the court to 
another thus, forcing 




A*'-' 

- . 'I. 
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Praveen Kiunar to 
oommitas many errors 
aspcMsible. 

Flaying from mid 
court GeOTge Thomas 
used his half jump 
smash with rene^^ 
vigour to equalise at 
tvralve all. During this 
period, Praveen Kumar 
put all his returns into 
the net or hit them over 
the baseline. While 
Praveen began to wilt 
George kept himself 
calm, served welli 
volleyed well and 
smashed powerfully to 
emerge ds the new 
national champion at 
15-13. > 

Speaking to this 
reporter. Geor^ said, “I 
dedicate this victory to 
my brother Suresh 
Thomas, railway coach 
Dipu Ghosh and to my 
former tutor 
Mtiralidharan”. 

In the mixed doubles, 
Harjeet Singh and 
Madhumita Bisht of 
Railways beat Anirudh 
and G. Vijiqra (A.P) 15-4, 
15-4 to claim the title. 
Madhumita Bisht 
playing alongside 
Sudha Padmanabhan 
triumphed over Sindhu 
Guplati and Neeru 
Nijahwan (Delhi) 15-8. 
15-0 to take the women’s 
doubles title. 

The top seed men’s 
pair of Uday Pawar and 
Vinod Kumar (BAD 
eliminated defending 
champions Partho 
GangfuU and VUcram 
^gh (Gujarat) 15-0, 
15-8 to bag the doubles 
crown. 

Maharashtra won the 
RabamatuUa Cup 
derailing Railways in 
the Inter-state 
championship three 
sets to two. The Chadda 
Cup went in flavour of 
Uie Railway women 2-1 . 
when they outclassed 
holders Maharashtra. 
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CONTACT 



lCv.r;r’ i‘/’»< ,'?.*; 

fc»^!fc?S 


iriur liiMOr 

oig‘ '.V; 

Tfio, iraatest .Mmosttnt.t^ 'ilw' iat'-iii '," 

‘ A xB8a4ixu$e^fi>^ In 1^ 

xBom Whiis jSSJ Mmd ^'und^ ■„'■* 

W‘ixtgam*a'«teB^ Even .when' lie Emily ^ { 

to pick ^pkfa ; 
pi^iitftplKiiie aside', J 
■lmlih:4o^teflim r^- ilKnddent Mdtti liim ^ 

Ite was' idumblinji’. Qysma 
didat }0W ta^T^tab pftMexaa. He epoke loud, 
inist. i&Butlo^ a| tteoee. Just one jnrob- 
li&r fpofce in Japaaesa! 
v 3V*9 ieifgndaay ‘H^teiw. Bo£b gracnons 
iopiug^' iff grpEt 036 aeape of their tima One 
iiard^ utijtB'lo enuholate. TTie otter getting 
OiaaiijfE ^ «ui intarpreter. Wljat a diaaater. 

howeviftr, ie Soeail—ttetl* 
^'l^raiid "IfMter—Maeutateji 
'<h«inAii tnuHSMtod Answers to eome qrueox 
hloaaHiiri^tefidilh.aAjKt^i^ccusins-th/^ . 
adM pereo^, tbs.zing la miaatag. There waa 
4^4n|]»',tte viaty erudita Mr.Sarkar, the inter-, 
.preaar, ncmU' atnxxkOe ike animated involve- 
jijt^^ikiagimtmaa. &iajdt0ofbia69yearB 
df age, te atm Ja biuating with vigour, apaak- 
iog-had akdeiaaT, abig Yeia running down 
tte.Wid'c^lite heok widLtteeflTdrt. 

"ffo^ljaddNect iinejVMte the aam 























^jifNiRitit^ 'Uc^miexr^ '&B«f^^tliiai^-ii): 

Ifiail: !,ltrf''ttfela karatekfa- from'tbs' 


fighting spirit lahen ti^ oomeallibk 


ON Ills: UNBKATPIN KECOKl) AND WHO HE 
CONSIDERED HIS TOUGHEST OPRONENT 


ON HOW HE COMPARES TO THE 
CHAMPIONS OP" TODAY 


Things havB beocime ' 
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' .’Wliith I ^Withda^:f^^ ft jtmt'«isli'> 

';’aQi':'muoh"' iBaiiMij|^'''^ii^^ .hKi'.' 1^ Pif^ 
gttwikllng« thMi'':l'ftim'-'^ ,be'tiM 'ia' viB^" 
thatefehi^ .t«SB^''i3igt'tiliiiitf td Ibie oariltM ; 
basid, «o. Tsthw aM 

sir hfti> X wittofaww. Em l .kftilMf taiHng ipyarif , 
that there ana no <»» nKta g eie tiiaaa n». If £ 
haftrd aayooe waar gnsat‘ftnd fttvCK^t . X iin* i 
siadiateJy went aodohiiiBengwlf Mm. In ftkit. to * 
<fe|3sn. where sooe <^.;|l)l8 gaaitdkiff uaed to .'- 
Jei^eW I have neetir' loiMi to ai^Fohft. 
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but of a very hardcore 
kind. Where the painfUl 
Uiud of bone meeting 
flesh supersedes all 
fancy yells and 
techniques. Where the 
all-im^rtant aim is to 
floor your opponent. 
Where wiiming is what 
matters. Not how you do 
it. 

Watching the 
karatekas parade 
docilely around the 
stadium, no one could 
have guessed the violent 
aggression that was 
brewing inside them. 
Prom the opening bout 
of the final evening 
itself, it was clearly 
evident that none of 
these guys had come 
here to impress the 
i crowd. They had come 
! with the sole intention of 
I carrying home the 
impressive trophy.. .and 
the spoils that went with 
it. 

Divided into two 
weight 

categories—under 61 
kgs and open—the 
karatekas were a trifle 
overawed by the 
presence of their Grand 
Master Masutatsu 
Oyama. But managing 
to shake off the awe, 
they eventually got 
down to business. And it 
was not a pretty sight. 
Punches and kicks 
flowed with abandon as 
each fighter strove to 
get the vital points that 
would take him through 
into the next roimd. And 
with Subhankar Biswas 
making his way steadily 
through the lighter 
weight category, it was 
Satnam Singh who used 
his height to deadly 
effect in the open 
category. 

About the tallest 
karateka in the 
competition, Satnam's 
favourite weapon was a 
high roundhouse kick. 





One of the victims of 
Satnam Singh's deadly 
roundhouse kicks... he 
eventually had to be 
given first aid 

Something he used very 
ft-equently, and 
successfully. While his 
quarter-final opponent 
had to be stretchered off, 
both Hemant Chopra 
and Suman Saha (who 
he fought in the 
semi-final and final 
respectively) fell prey to 
it. 

In the other weight 
catgory, Subhankar 
Biswas’ unrelenting 


aggression saw his 
opponents fall back, till 
he came up against 
Satnam Singh in the 
gfrand final which pitted 
the two winners against 
one another to decide the 
grand champion. 

Shrugging off Biswas’ 
body punches, Satnam 
resorted to his high 
kicks, eventually 
getting through with a 
left rotmdhouae that 
totally disoriented his 
opponent. That 
point—or ippazt—waa 
enough to ^hhin 
through to thedlerall 


Black Mtt (OOi Dm) Pater 
Chaond demorwtratM 
the art Of breaking brldks 
with the ad^ of tno hand 


title and the coveted 
Oyama Cup. 

Also on the agenda 
was a demonstratian by 
the senior black bdts 
who were present. While- 
the Branch Chief Shivaji 
Ganguly used his skills 
to break tiles, the 
visiting 6th Dan black 
belt from Singapore, 
Peter Cheong, 
enthralled the crowd by 
stepping onto, standing, 
and even jiunping on 
two trays of 

eggs.. .without breaking 
a single one. The two 
other karatekas who had 
come from Japan, Akira 
Masuda and Shinichi 
Sotodate, also displayed 
their breaking skills on 
baseball bate and slabs of 
ice. 

It was a small reward 
for the crowd which had 
impatiently sat through 
the earlier bouts. 
Untutored in the art of 
unarmed combat-^ 
very tiring business of 
keeping the hands and 
legs in perpetual 
motion—they kept 
voicing their dissent 
whenever the tired 
fighters eased off the 
pace, especially in the 
extensions. 

Maybe what the crowd 
should \inderstand is 
that Bruce Lee had a 
stimt director to 
coordinate his flashy 
moves. And the villain 
was paid to fall flat on - 
his face. But here, at the 
Oyama Cup, we’re 
talking real karate. 
Where both men want to 
win. And the price of 
success is pain. 

P r e deep Paul 




























courage losing to QMs Palatnik 
and Schnieder while taking risks 
in order to win. 

As many as 29 of the 60 players 
received prizes which is a superb 
ratio for a Swiss meet. A sign of 
the increasing credibility of 
Indian chess was that several of 
the foreign GMs and IMs could not 
make it to the top ten. However 
Anda Safranska must have been 
pleased with her resiilt for she 
confirmed her IWM title with a 
very impressive show. 

Devatigshu Dutta 


LUCKNOW 


Sbigle undset Ibiiiiiqr 


n ANJI player Sunil Chaturvedi 
llregistered an impressive vic¬ 
tory over Ram Samir of Green 
Park Hostel fame by defeating 
him by 7 runs in the R.P. Bajpai 
State cash prize single wicket 
competition held at Kamla Club 
Stadium here. Sunil Chaturvedi 
was given a cash prize of Rs. 3000 


Ram Samir received Rs. 

final match was indeed very 
illife»ting. Chaturvedi won the 
tOM but invited Samir to bat. In 
tM very first over, he scored 10 
rwB to show that he was fully 
prepared to amass a big total but 
when he reached 26, he got out 
LEW. Thereafter, he was run out 
and later on declared caught. Con¬ 
sequently, his score sliimped 
down to minus two. 

In reply, Chaturvedi started 
slowly but steadily. But, as he 
reached double figures an attemp¬ 
ted sweep saw him bowled. But he 
scored five runs while on the 
crease and won the match. 

KaHash Agarwal 


MANC.ALORK 


Sate RnnifilttiK 


B REV ANNA of Beereshwar 
•Gymnasium, Davanagere was 
declared Junior Strongman of 
Karnataka in the 12th state junior 
powerlifting championship held 



Income Tax Commissioner Raj 
Nsrain presenting the winner's 
trophy to Sunil Chaturvedi, the 
winner of the single wicket 
tournament 


at Mangalore recently,. He lifted a 
total of422.51^(165 + 82.S + 
1755 in the 52 kg category. 
Balanjaneya Gymnasium, Man¬ 


galore won the team cham¬ 
pionship, while Pulikeshi 
Vyayamshada of Shimoga were 
placed second.. 

Competitors fiom 21 gymna¬ 
siums in the state affiliated to 
Karnataka Powerlifting Associa¬ 
tion participated in the cham¬ 
pionship in 11 weight groups, 
with Arjuna award winning 
powerlifter P.K. Yashodhara giv¬ 
ing away the prizes. 



RIHE second South Zone inter- 
A university athletic meet was 
held recently at Sri Dharmasthala 
Manjunatheshwara College 
ground, XJjire about 60 kilometres 
from Mangalore. With 461 
athletes from 27 Universities in 
the fray, Kerala University bag¬ 
ged the men's team championship 
with 37.5 points, while the 
women’s team championship went 
to Mahatma Gandhi University 
with 65 points. 

R. Anand Natarajan of Annama- 
lai University, Tamil Nadu was de¬ 
clared individual men champion. 
He set a national university record 
in the 100 metres race with a tim¬ 
ing of 10.6 seconds.He also set a 
meet record in the 200 metres 
with a timing of 21.6 sec. 

Sylvinia Pais of Bangalore Uni¬ 
versity emerged individual 
woman champion bagging two 
golds in the 200 metres with a 
timing of 25.3 seconds and 400 
metres hurdles (1 min. 2.4 sec.) 
MicliaelR.Patrao 



S OUTH POINT made it to the 
East Zone final of the Thums 
Up inter-school cricket 
toummanet, but only just. In the 
fixuQ of the Calcutta leg at the 
Kalighat ground. South Point 
edg^ out Calcutto Boy’s School by 
ninenms. 

Overnight raixm reduced the 
final to a 20-over affair and South 
Point scored 143 for seven in the 
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stipulated overs. The South Point 
score was built around A, Lahiri’s 
37. Arijit Ghosh was the 
wrecker-in-chief for Calcutta Boys 
as he finished with three for 31 
runs. 

Ghosh again came good with the 
bat when it was Calcutta Boy’s 
turn to bat last. He fetched 26 
runs with two sixes and as many 
fours, but that was not enough to 
overhaul the South Point score. 
Calcutta Boys finished at 134 for 
eight when the overs ran out. 

The only consolation for 
Calcutta Boys was that Ghosh got 
the man of the match award. 

Sararat Tiwari got the best 
batsman's award in the Calcutta 
leg. while Adeshir Jeejebhoy was 
adjudged the best bowler. 


n, K11 i!! i 


Supriyo Kundu—managed to 
enter the final stages. But at the- 
end Haider finished last in the? ■ 
best eight. 

Bengal’s success in the team \ 
championship centred around ^ 
TiraSamanta, Phalguni ' 
Chatterjee and Jaya Dutta. 
Together they logged 3453 points, 
136 points better than runners-up 
Bihar, whose Royna Roy was in 
fine form throughout the 
tournament. 

Tira’s fortunes fluctuated in the 
elimination rounds. On the 
penultimate day of the elimination 
rounds, she led the field, but on 
the final day she slipped to the 
second spot, with Jammu and 
Kashmir’s Sonam Yangchan 
leading the 18 qualifiers of the 
finals. 


But Sonam’s aim went haywire 
on the final day while Tira was 
dead sure with her arrows. It was 
the Bengal girl who capped her 
team ct^mpionship winning form 
with the individual title. Tira 
logged 318 points to clinch the 
gold, while Sonam could only go 
as far as foimth place with 296 
points. 

Nagaland’s Vesuzuolaand 
Bengal's Jaya Dutta tied with 298 
points, but the Nagaland girl was 
given the silver on technical 
grounds. Others in the women's 
last eight included Toyna of 
Bihar, Manipur’s H. Louimaola 
and Bengal’s Krishna Das and 
Phalguni Chatterjee. 

Bihar’s Sanjeev Singh came 
very near to upsetting Ldmba 
Ram’s applecart on the final day. 


A rchers from Rajasthan and 
Bengal were among the best in 
the national archery 
championships, the 13 th edition 
of which concluded at the SA-NIS, 
Salt Lake recently. Among the top 
six men in the country, there were 
three from Rajasthan, including 
Limba Ram, who finished 
champion in the individual 
events. 

Bengal’s dominance in the 
distaff side was perhaps clearer. 
Bengal archers bagged the first 
and the third place in the 
individual championimip and had 
two more places in the best eight 
finishers Bengal girls also, won 
the team championship title ahead 
of Bihar. Manipur got the bronze. 

Limba Ram had it rather easy in 
the men’s individual 
championship. He was hardly 
challenged in the elimination 
rounds, held according to Grand 
Pita rules, leading the 24 
qualifiers into the final stages of 
the individual championship. 

Only teammate Dhulchand Domar 
was within striking distance of 
the champion archer. 

From the Bengal standpoint, 
only two men—Rajat Haider, an 
ex-national champion, and 

TIrs Samanta: women’s national 
champion In the archery 
championships 
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When all their axrowe were 
exhausted Limba was just three 
points better than Sanjeev with 28 
pc^ts. The bronze went to 
Mizoram's C. Sanga (317 points). 
Rajasthan’s Shyam Lai and 
Domar finished fourth and hfth, 
respectively. 



¥T was some sort of an 
Aahti-climax in the final of the 
U.K. Shulka Memorial Gold Flake 
invitational snooker 
championship which brought 
together the six best cueists in the 
country. National No. 2 Ashok 
Shandilya simply crumbled under 
some excellent play by 




Yashin Merchant: men’s 
champion of the AiMndia 
snooker championships 

international, Merchant, 
getting whipped by five frames to 
nothing as Merchant grabbed the 
inaugural title in style. 

Merchant’s effortless win in the 
final was quite unexpected. His 
calm confidence and breaks of 30 
and 40 were enough to put 
Shandilya’s game awry auid give 
him the title, in a tournament that 
pitted every player against each 
other. Naturally making for 
excellent fare at the Saturday 
Qub. 

Soumttrs Boss 


KOLLAM 



K OTTAYAM Distriot, with 46 
points, won the ovcnaU 
(duunpionahip in the 15th State 
Woi^^'s Sp(^ Festival held at 
tiM Lai Bahadur Stadium. 

Ba athletics, K.R. Deepa of 
Triohur created a new meet 


record in the 100 mts, timing 
12.6 seconds against 12.71 set 
by Betti C. Jose (Trivandrum). 
Deepa also won gold in the 200 
mts. (26.8 sec.) and the 4 x 100 
mts relay (51.8 sec.). Sibi 
Varghese of Emakulam 
Distoict sparkled by collecting 
golds in the shot put (0.55 mts) 
and discus throw (29.5 mts). 
Later Deepa and Sibi were 
adjudged Individual 
cham^ns. 

Nisha Philip (Kottayam) 
came first in the 400 mts 
hiudles, clocking Im: 13 
seconds. The Wynad team won 
the4 X 400 mts relay in a time 
of 4m: 17.4 sec. 

In the table tennis final, top 
seeded A. Radhika(Tvm) 
defeated Bs^i. Other results: 
Volleyball—Kottasram best 
Kdilam; Kho-kho—Trivandrum 
beatKc^yam; 

Basketball—Pathanamthitta 
beat Emakulam; 

Hockey—Ehmakulam beat 
Kottayam. 

State Minister Baby John 
distributed the prizes. 

SMssv Kumar. T.II. 
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Nm CIF SHAME 





fOBRSi 0ooMBr. WAS aA'Avi&ive q6mtU vtoiE 
ATSr AhiNFS fiOUFOOORSE. WASCOOAiiD \923 
W^EN »E LOerSlGsWrOF-mE BAU WTCR >AVTn»^ 
K\6tH»RPS^Sn2A\&WrUPmTWEA\R. ASEAWW 
PKA/EP 0»‘»£OCteS6FUt ANPOPRCtAiSVJERE PRE- 
PAREPTD WA^D BD0WB2 A PEtAALT/RM? 
MVSBAUU 0arT\«SrAt?TtEP€OU=eKFEi;rA 
50WPORiECT \N-UC RVSMT-rtAWP^QjET^ 
me JACKET, REACHED »VA— AWD PRCOUCED TME 

M\5SlNJ6e0CFB^' 



HIATUS \905 OWWCt BOWL. C3KUVH0MA VCiCWED A 
22.'TAR0 REVJP eOALTMATWASNB&ATEP ev" AW 
IUE6AL PBOCEDORE PBAA^ SOPDBiuV -me TCMA 
mascot sooner schooner- A MtC«S€r- SV2ED 
^XN/BREDWA&OKI POOEP B/TVJO Tm\ES-CAWE 
ONTDTWE P\EUD T&CEl£8RAtE V^ATTHEy 
THCXJSWTVMe, ASCOfiE TME RERS W*qEPOW 
AN ADPITTONAUIB-VARO iKSFDKTSWANtVKCE 
OONDUCrPEMAOYAeA\N&T(>:iAl^^ AMD, 
P«0Ma2 yardsCXJT. THE MUCH UONfiS? SECOND 
mei.P6CAl.TWPA\\.ED tr BECAME THE 

■nj(?vi\Nefbivir\vA a fs-i? u&std viA£44iN6im 


THE rUHNY SIDE OF OOLF 



















VhafsGoiligOn? 


T OOKINOattheinoonsistent 
IJ^rfonnances of the Indian 
cricketers in the recently 
concluded Asia Cup, the 
unprofessional attitude of the 
Indian cricketers was very much 
evident. The Indian cricketers 
play to their full potential only 
when there is some dividends 
waiting for them in the end. 
Otherwise they are least bothered, 
when they play a match against a 
team that is weak on paper. The 
Indian team surely lacks the 
instinct to win that is so evident in 
the Pakistan team. 

It was only the mercurial 
performance of Azhar that saw 
India through and saved them 
from losing face. Praveen Amre, 
Raju Kulkami and others are still 
being sidelined. Could someone 
explain, what’s going on? 
SUBHENDUMISRA, 

Sambalpur. 


Thanks And Regrets 


niHANKS for publishing my quiz 
A in the issue dated 2-8 January. 
However there was an error in the 
copy that I had sent. In question 
No, 1 the name of Shi vial Yadav 
was included by mistake. He was 
actually dismissed in the first ball 
in his second Test and not on his 
Test debut as indicated. The error 
is regretted. 

P.B. MOHAN, 

Jamshedpur. 





VfflHIS has reference to Gavaskar’s 
A comment on Kapil Dev that was 
carried in the Voices column. 
While Gavaskar was generous in 
equating his 10,000 runs with 
Kapil's 3p0 wickets, he is 
incorrect. Sunil was the first to 
crosp the 10,000 runs mark 
whereas Kapil was the 6th bowler 
to take 300 wickets. At any rate it 
is nice to know that the two greats 
have buried their past dMerences 
and are getting on well with each 
other now. 

A.G. BHAQWAT, 

Bombay. 


Keep It Up 


niHE best thing that could have 
A happened to Indian cricket is 
the advent of Sachin Tendulkar. 
His maturity, flair and talent is 
sure to impress cricket lovers 
from all parts of the globe. The 
way he executes his shots seems 
incredible for a cricketer of his 
age. Above all he has shown the 
world that a Test can beturned 
around by a batsman of such a 
tender age. If Germany can feel 
proud of Boris Becker and the US 
feel proud of Jennifer 
'’Capriati, then Indians can hold 
their heads high in the corridors 
of world sport because of a 
phenomen on called Sachin 
Tendidkar. 

^iSURESH, 

iMadursd. 


Lessons From Hm Euro Heroes H 


N the afternoon of the match 
between India and PSV 
odhoven there were thousands 


of people to see our oountr/s best 
football team take on a club side. 
How ironical is the fact that it took 
only a dub side from the West to 
give the Indian team a drubbing 
that they would remember for 
some years to come. The crowd of 
60,000, maybe comparable only to 
the Asiad of 1082, expected to see 
some good quality soccer, if not a 
decisive win for India. 

But once the match began it was 
evident that our team was 
nowhere in comparison to their 
opponents. The first move 
towards the Dutch goal could have 
been opportunisticaBy converted 
into a g^, but it was allowed to 
drift out. Before we could even 
fathom as to what was going on 
the visitors had already netted 
seven goals. 

One could see several reasons 
for this disappointment despite 
Mr. Rusi Mody’s contagious 
enthusiasm and the huge bill that 
Tata must have footed for the 
tournament. The foremost reason 
for this debacle is the selection 
procedure of our team. In 
physique and strength the Dutch 
were definitely stronger. This was 
another case of David fighting 
Goliath. And since the modern 
Goliath can seldom be beaten by 
David the Indians may have to 
take a lesson or two from the short 
statured South Koreans. One way 
would be to catch the players 
young and then impart training 
in a systematic manner. Perhaps 
the public schools of o\ir country 
should be the breeding grounds of 
the football teams of the future. 
The boys confines of the Indian 
Army could also help. 

Secondly, the tactics should also 
be developed so that we are at least 
aware of the modern techniques in 
the world of football. 

A reappraisel of strategy to 
select, train and improve the 
techniques of our footballers is 
called for. It’s time we 
did some heart searching before 
we invite an overseas club to play 
here, or send our team to play the 
next Asiad. 

CHANDRA. B. KHANDURI, 

New Delhi. 
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QUIZ/CHESSmiM 


QUIZ 


QUESTIONS 

1. Who was the first Australian 
wicket-keeper to score a century 
against England? 

2. Where and against whom did 
S.M.H. Kirmani score his maiden 
Test century? 

3. An English Test cricketer was 
nicknamed ‘Godders’. Who? 

4. What IS common to Tony Qreig, 
Greg Chappell and Clive Lloyd? 

5. Who was the only Asian gold 
medallist in the 24th Olympic 
Games swimming competition? 

ANSWERS 

1. Rodney Marsh 

2. At Bombay vs Australia in 
1979-80. (He scored 101 n,o.) 

3. Godfrey Evans. 

4. All of them were great slip 
catchers. 

5. Oaichi Suzuki (Japan) 

CHESS 


This game really proved the 
psycjhological turning point in the 
world title contest. Karpov came 
well prepared and must have liked 
his position after 20 moves when 
he seemed to have ample play with 
the bishop pair. Kasparov found a 
good manoeuvre to retain an 
advantage and gradually forced 
victory. After this the world 
champion dominated the 
concluding phase of the match. 

White; Kasparov Vs Black: 
Karpov 18th Game Lyons '90 
i e4 eS S Nf3 NcS 3 BbS as 4 
Ba4 NfB 5 CM>-Be7 6 Rel b5 7 
Bb3 dS 8 c3 fM> 9 hS Nd7 lO d4 
BfB 11 a4 Bb7 18 Na3. This 
move more efficiently protects the 
d4 pawn with the option of Nc2 
while pressurising b5. 

12— ed4 13 cd4 Nb6. A new 
move-in game 12 Karpov tried 

13- Na5 14 Ba2 b4 15 Nc4 Nxc4 
16 Bxc4 Re8 17 Qb3 with an 
interesting position. 

14 Br4ba415 Bxa4 Nxa4 16 
Qza4 aS 17 Bd8 ReS 18 d5 
Nb4!? This m ust have been 
Karpov’s idea. He sacs the pawn 
for the bishop pair and 
counterplay. 18—^Ne5 19 Nze6 
Be6 80Ne4 is lifeless 
19 Bxb4 ab4 80 Cbcb4 Rb8 81 
Qc4! After this Karpov started 
thinking. White calmly returns 


the pawn but he keeps all the play, 
(see Diagram) 81—QcS? 

Certainly 21—Bxb2 22 Ra2 Bf6 23 
Nb5 is inferior for black but now 
. he should lose by force. 

88 Nd4 Bad 83 ao3 e5 84 dee 
Bxd4 85 Qzd4 Cbco6 86b4h6 
87 Rea Re6 8813! White is now 
a pawn ahead with the better 
position to boot. 

88—ReS 89 Rba Bd6 30 Rb8 
Qb7 31 Ne8 Qe7 38 018 Rg6 
33Na308534Rbbl Bd7 35 
Ra5 Qe7 36 Ra7 Od8 37 Nd5 
Kh7 38 KhS Rb8 39 f4 Re6 40 
Qd4Qa84lRel Bee! 

A diabolical trap which Kasparov 
avoids. White should not allow 
complications with 42 Nc7 Re4 43 
Qd3 Qe7 44 Nb5 Qe6 45 Nxd6 Rb^., 
46 Nxe4 Bxe4 with pressure on ‘ 
g2. 

48 Od3! 018 43 Rel BadS 44 
edS Rge 45 015 KgS 46 Riie7 
Rf6 47 Od7! Rd8 48 OzdSi 
Oxd8 49 Ro8 OfB 50 Rlc4 Rf5 
51 Rf8 KaefS 52 Rd4 h5 53 b5 
Ke7 54 be Kd7 55 g4 hg4 56 
hg4RfB57Re4!(l-0) 

The rook cutoff leads to 
something like 57—Rh6 58 Kg2 
Rh8 59 Rc6 Kd8 60 Ra7! forcing 
the b-pawn’s promotion. 

Devangshu Diitts 
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the 1990 Proton Intercity at 
Taipeif- 


OealerWast N-S' 

NORTH(itummy) 
#AKQJ43 
C." A K Q 5 
<■ A 
<f>A3 

WEST EAST 

410 987652 4-... 

c> 6 J 8 7 3 

■>KJ3 C 0 10 987648 

47 6 410 

SOUTH 
4 '-'- 

'.'10942 

5 

4KQ.I9e542 


The multi-coloured two diamond next board?” 

opening was created primarily to At most other t 

confuse the opponents. Later on , was seven no ti 
some players started using it at clubs. At one tt 

the 3-lev8l to differentiate between doubled seven i 
constructive-major suit pre-empts overjoyed whei 
and nasty ones. As with all spade lead. His 

weapons, however, it backfires short-lived! 

occasionally. This is a hand from SantanuOhos# 


SOUTH 

64 


Playing East-West were members 
of the British team that finished 
second behind USA. After the 
multi three-diamond opening by 
Irving Rose, West, intended to 
show a nasty pre-empt in a major. 
North bid a confident four spades. 
Tliis was followed, to Rose’s 
horror, by an equally confident 
five hearts by East. As Rose was 
considering what to do, South bid 
six clubs. To Rose this was a 
heaven-sent opportunity to get 
out of the mess he doubled to 
stop East from further 
competition. No matter what 
happened to six clubs, it could not 
be worse than laying down this 
dummy opposite a heart slam 
where East, having worked out 
that West had hearts, would find 
dummy with six hearts less than 
expected. The hand was quickly 
over, made seven, minus 223U for 
. the Brits. 

’When Rose compared scores with 
teammates Andy Robson and 
Tony Forrester, tliat also went 
quickly. When they got to the 
board, Rosbon, who had bid and 
made seven no-trumps, said, "Plus 
2220”. Rose said, “Push”. 
Forrester asked, “did they have 
any trouble with it?” “None at all,” 
said Rose. “What did.you do on the 
next board?” 

At must other tables the contract 
was seven no trumps or seven 
clubs. At one table, East Lightner 
doubled seven clubs and was 
overjoyed when West found tbe 
spade lead. His joy was rather 
short-lived! 




PHOTOGRAPH OF THE WEEK 


In spite of having so many budding fast bowlers, the Indian 
pace bowling department ain’t looking up at all. Even the 
talented Vivek Razdan (left) and Atul Wassan look for divine 
intervention to get that all important break 





SPECIAL FEATURE 


Wlmtanmupamtan 

imiiktaf?Batpu‘ it’apioe 

aadcibartibJiigBntae* 

PmriahtbBtbaagbtl 

MKayattod0y^ 

^IxrttDgwaadsTBttreB 

bunabaf 

tunnaJ-VMaoned hrats 
wOuJBespjidmgli^btiB 
not Just to win but to 
BtayoD topevenitit 
matawadiaplayof 
pottmeBB, oraeed 
hJBtnonioaand soosntnc 
hABtylee 

PBiyobing^ oppemantB, 
bad-moutbitjg' umpme, 
nbukingpnaa 
nportBrBwjvatApartat 
thair khnminahlB 
arasnaJ Even their 
personai li vas are 
tampastuous in JMepinff 
with tbenrSety 
deznaanour Sosneare 
Just wired up and the 
ibui behaviourisaresuJt 
of their ever-fziawing' 
tensiantowin But 

ypftyjy mpnrtfng w rimiri/ia 

oarsAiMy cultivate their 
ooane stegnoraft to Jceep 
the aro HfThts fooussed 
anthem 


I 




They are oliaritnatlo and 
flanibayant. Outrageous and 
provocative. And they iiBuaUy leave 
bdhind a trail of fboM, penalties, 
verbal and phyetoal assaults. Th^ 
are also sporting wonders who lend a 
qdash of reqplendenoe to the game. 
Their aim is just not to win but to 
stay cm tc^ even if it meaiis juggling 
i jetwee n and pir ttin e ss Will 

1991 see the oonfittuotts rise of these 
eooentrio ohampionsT 


1 1 

Leningrad 

: ohamptonahip by using 
notes auppliad bra 
traitor* fiAgq KWpagBvh 

1 camp 

1 Butbenaath 

Kasparov^ hype is a 
gemuaatwoKk He 
oontixmes to stun the 
Qbeoa world with new 
creaUve intarpretadnoa^ 
of nkiviaoia tOaiQk and 


wlittee|ii«na. Beftoe 
iDocurvns wRsriaMnM 
his filc>.xiitUiiS of8800 
wMtbh hl|g^baskee0ri& 
the bistoir oCtdieas 
euipeMdne 
IteOier’s V785. 

But his peracmal Ute is 
equally flambogrant sod 
eventM InlSBSin 
Seville C^iain) when his 
title was on the line 
against Karpov, the 
champion got oK to a 
Shahyetart He 
acknowledged later that 
he had been dletiBOted 
by ntm-oheeB events 
With his mercurial 
behaviour be waa 
constantly m the 
limelight, which he 
seemed to epjoy~in 
oontraet to his more 
quiet and introepective 
rival ForflKam;i^,tbe 
champion took tune to 
promote his new book, 
Child of Change, and he 
filmed commercials for 
Spanish televiBion The 
book made for lively 
debate between the 
oonteetante In it, 
Kasparov says hie riee 
was a result of Qlaenost, 
pursued by Qorbaobev, 
and that Karpov was a 
product of the old, 
oonaervative bourgeoie 
regime 

ICeeping up with the 
pcdioy opmmeee, 
Kasparov has now 
acquired a Britlid^ 
manager to look alter 

b4« ■.nii 

|ttoliM8ional inteteiks. 
He aiqieara five on 
Weetam TV and baa let 
hinwelf be intmvlewed 
bythsnayboy 
magagrine Eeoentlyhe 
pianried Maria An^a,} 

an Vn gHe.'h 

fbr a soviet newf 

A^eooj.NavoBa. 

The hasty marriase 

t jba mild bis 

sbvnysfltfrvtthS 

ldQao(WiSa(|»aN^^ 














' I t— 

.^ftii oTiiiii nhwTnpifin 

Ki#fuma4o^ib6 
anic^aiMy iiai(int»B«t 
iptlvfliiBW ibat oosne 
n 

love las^ oaUJitry. ^ my 
fHttadiizethflre. ihmw 
ixmirfdaindile power, rm 
• ettf .* nye the Soniet: 
ohOM wiBBrd who ia 
■teeady a millionaire 
firdm took rcqraltiee, 
appearanoe Itoe and 
toomaanant eamtags. 


L ike Kaaparov. 
mom^haa never 
been a problem for 
ttie gtdf wonder mao 
Niok Faldo. One of the 
greatest the sport baa 
ever seen, he capped hia 
career with a golden 
crown when he won the 
1990 St. Andrews 
Cbampionahlp the 
aecond time in four 
years making him the 
greatest ever in the 
history of golf. But like 
Kaspurov, he is not the 
gentleman where hia 
oareer is oonoemed. 

totenae and driven 
Faldo plota his future in 
fiveyear plans and 
works r ei»tlc i oai y cm 
tdagaine. But de^te 
baiiw 

'ttia,gxwtarthB'ap[ - 

'nh<n1i~iria~r>in fViifriat 

yrmapanturaiai him for 
4iq^rii^itiatikacwialth 
fhep^aa iBQil'Othas' 
iB^itolpsipiva tototoos^ 
■aaliinTau fMditoly'toti^ 



GORAN IVAillSBAC 


, 1 know I’m ftot cii^ 
MfiMWwiwa Qloiii BcHgi 


' J • i i ' . 


yew eped we «• »!w*'f yoH 
are out toisn the oHmri^/ 



. ^wIiliQb iBoat oiUto 
oradoaktoilWtto,to 
Ihealiiookufaivaryane, 
inaiitad the rule to 
api^tod audible 
a uap epded. 

It ia little wonder that 
ftBrltiah pillar torote; 
‘‘Faldo togah me in a 
mnall ierraoed houae in 
W^eyn Qarden Gtty. 
Sadly it xemaloa qidte 
big enough to stage the 
party when the UB 
BSaatera Champion 
oomea home in hie green 
ymket. The Menda of 
Faldo are stiU few.” 

^m wOOKER 
m^ toampion Alex 
UePHigg^too 
cannot liy daim to 
toving a long liat Of 
Menda. One of the most 
gifted in the Gtaune, 

hewonftoworid 
ohampionahipe in 1979 
and 1989but hie wins 
and loaaes have left, 
bdiind atrail of fines. 
penaltlBB. vmbal and 
ptiysloal MMwinItn P**' 
peraonal me too baa 
toeneventfUl. In 1989 
to hada iddent fight 
wiih his girlfriend wto 
allegedly putoed him 
out of her aBoondfioc«>^ 
apartment, the 95rfi)ei> . 
fr^ left him with toed 
andfbotizymlaa. A 
wade later he weatdihe' 
BuropmOpen 


bendegee andorutdhee 
ready to paitioipete 
daapite waznlt^ from 
madootore. 















i^arse dr B«Qdlng out 
death threat* to a fellow 
North Ixeboid lOayer 
Dennis Taylor. In his 
personal life too a oourt 
had fined him £3,000 
last year for a drunken 
hrawl in which he 
amasheduphie 
girl-friend's flat. 

But despite his 
(jpieirulous outbursts 
. Iflgglns lent colour to 
the gaiOB and is hdd in 
. aam liy neeaxaners. Says 
Btspbea Bandxy, *Ales 


FoiowccHmtr 
PIqiietloolias 


L-- • ‘ iT' i*'' 



AYRTON^NA 


lwtiicAi ii tr a l il iiiQraiwtPirix 0 f 
11^7. ManseH was dobbared 
by senna idler a tidshap. 


countrymen Nmcni 
oo has been a victim. 


i I ^ 'I :!'-i 11 I v' g I 1 •;¥ 


aulfiieno ne rscepvaQ two 


gHt 
















IvanfiwvkiiTbB 
iwqNMttiious l8-7«ar«ld 
TdgoMsv bamt iqm tbs 
tabnlsHBiia with an 


■glpugalTn gnmn rude 
zemdDBS and aaoowl. 
?paq|daadii]ize MdEnroa 
tivft ttagr aay ha waa 
oeaay "haeasraand 
adds, ^khow rm not 
otaay but ni navw be a 
EDomBorg. ly|y 
meotallty ie oompetltlvs 
and adian I oame fircan, 
if inyoor aportyou are 
xnaaly, you are out to 
get the other g\qr.” 

But of late Ivanlaevio 
haa let tennia take 
preoedenoe over his 
temper. He has vowed 
imt to let outa vcdley of 
atauaes at every line call 
but simidy to argue it 
out and idao not to break 
his racquet at every loee. 
‘Buoh betoviour is too 
ooeUy for my public 
image.” says Ivanisevic. 


A yrton SENNA, 
the maverick F-1 
bhamplon 

oouldnt care less for his 
image. He ended the 
1990 season as a world 
oihaxxqdonand also 1^ 
bdjindatrailof 
oontrovwqr. At the 
Suspkatraicdc he banged 
hia dtr into the car of his 
. Mdier rival Alain Frost. 
IfFrost bad won the race 
hecoold have baoome 
ttieduunpionforthe' 
fbur^ tm». But Senna 
iuul other plans. So Uvld 
was Frost that he later 
remarked; "I thought 
Senna was one of the 
human iiaoe. But he is 
not. Heiejueta 

dim^Ukting fi^low.*; 

mdshaoe driver 
Nigel Msnedl would 
heiftily agree, th the 
Australia OrandPrixof 
1987 he was moMidred 



MWETYSdN 



popularhy on the F-i 
mrouJt. Evnyone knows 
that he will go to any 
extent to win. Oh more . 
than one oooasitmhe hap 
flouted the rules but has 
been hicdqr to get away 
.with it. Senna today is 
tbs mtiid eelf-oenteedliut 
fpstestF-l driverwitha 
reocwddl pcdepoaitioh s . 


' Mk OESCRIPnON 
MM whkdiWouklBUit 
iiP^lliCan Iswls to the 
hilt. Oneof^milttkdceut 
men oh^t^rSfC^ hewto 
isaloDsIyjrunhei* 
having tost mDBtof his 
friends bepausectf hih 


by Senna after a mishap. 
Fellow countryman 
Nelaan Piquet kx> has 
been a vio^. When 
Piquet msxrtodSenna's 
lOnnffir girlfrioad he 
recrtved two reehunding 


' hkaps as a wedding gift 
irdmtheflety 
BrsaUian. 

Oeeihte being twioe 
(duuhpioh. Sei^’e fioUl 
hebaidottr bas . 




;ild3ow aihhhee:^^ two 
yean zuwrhPhas not^ 
thed of taunting B«a 
Jolhleon whom he hiae 










'St-i 









QftUed 4 'jtiidcls* an 4 ft 

'(tn^raite’. So furtoua Is 
Jcdlfiiion tiwlhe says 
tbfttiAftflaatmg Oarl 
Lewlft 1ft ft& Q^MMMipn 
*Tllaaekhiixi 
anywhere,** iftyft 
jQonaon, "even m lus 
faftOlqrard. He can’t run 
ftwayfiruanienow ** 
the jeers and 
taunts ofLewift have left 
ftacaronhiapeyoibe So 
ie the tiftae with Flaraooe 
Qiiflith J(^)fner whom 
again Lewie chUquSly 
aocueed of takixig drugs 
Today Lewlft la not the 
man who waft once the 
darlix^ of the crowds. 
Fans are known to have 
jeered him. ocdleaguee 
are soared of hjftpolftcm 
bathe and experte 
hebeve that he will have 
Boant chance against a 
rejuvenated Johneon 

M ike TYSON too 
is rejuvenated 
and raring to 
mo. The oedy trouble ie 
Ee doftftn't kitow who to 
fight against to become 


,|r'v y 

> \ < 



NICK FALDO 


It is a little wonder that a 
Britishjpaper wrote: Faido 
began life in a small terraced 
house in Welwyn Garden City. 
Sadly it remains quite 
enoi^ to sti»e the party 
when the uS Mastm 
Champion conies home in Ms 
green jacket The friends of 
Faldo are still few. 


a wmdd champion. Ihe 
fire*amd-ioe youngman 
iff t he in w wt 

world. And he bSa a 
hfastytetomatoh His 
fights with hlft ftmmer 
wilS Robin Ofrens are 
legicm mbSoacobr, 
during the last da^ of 
their marriage, Tyaon 
dbased hie wUhall over 
the hcdel, baathier'up 
and later loofeed inmesif 









T his is unlike leii 
Botham, 
oriitiketing 
wonctofboyt whohaa 
thrown hie career in the 
gu^ consumed by hie 
Own mavericdE lilbstyle 
Bcdham first eame into 
woddorioketii^ 
eminence with fiftte 

As a young man of great 
potential he waa givena 
cricket aOhOlaremp by 
Australia There, while 
training, Botham 
showed his hitherto 
unknown personality 
traits Oneeveninghe 
met the then Australian 
oaptam Ian ChappeB 
who launched a bitter 
attaok on English 
oncdtet attltu^. In ft 
fiaeh Botham was up on 
hift test and pounced 
uponastertSed 
ChwmeU tyithin 
ftBOonds file AUftaiA 
legend waft lying 
siptMwlM on the floor 
whh ilm futUteBaipCnd 


in the hathroom 
thTwatflininir "V* 
lltm^lpreoarlousty to a 
Mtamy. 

lAter in bar divorce 


lyeon of being 
•obemloeily* unbalenoed 
aada meow depressive 
odiouras trying to do her 
hodSy* damage. But 
ajMurtxrom tM messy 
dlvoroB, tysan’ftlifb has 


nV > > I .j I >r»T‘ JI >11 


Hud wsa tbeand ^ 

anonymity fixr the 

oriOkette and Iftti 
,thftfttormy 
gamft,awa 


prn|pnsaa0d the world 

bUrt sat wv<L*>i< livJeart 

amftaed Ooft viFteBslw^ 
hit aoehtuiy witldh llfift 
Ifiues on tta Ibokit nsM 
would dftdlaiW'Biidi^ tekiM 











ALEX HIGGIHS 




Party hopping and drinking 



given up and the wayward 
genius IS looking pale and 
gaunt as he sits cham smoking 
with one hand and drinking 
with the other and mouthing 
abuses in between gulps 


liite s 

irowyt aagge^on^ 

of lova Is We# 

ImUm «Mao-#eil0#iat 
tl)eH#ci)Ee#ie M 

hie p roe i w ee in 
(altd|E8titoouU1c^ ’ 


taUc 


interviewed by Playboy 
magazine. Recently he 
mamed Maria Aratova, an 
English translator for a Soviet 
news agency Novosti. The 
hasty marriage came after the 
end off his stormy affair with a 
Moscow stage actress Marina 
Neylova. 16 years his senior. 


paternity is stR in doubt. , 


film #xnti«ot The next 
moment he wpUM wslk 
Cram <}ohn O'OnMitB to 
Lesd’e Snd raising 
almost'a xDilUcm pounds 
ftv Leukaemiarseearch 
and en route hammer a 
fswoopa: Baokdstbe . 
crlcdtet field heUkesp up 
his‘wisnlsg bp 

msnghig viofcoric^ in a 
lostHEpniae mat#! against 
AtutbraUain LoMs. 
alffibstsis^lamided. 

■ But aoon enough* tiuuxt 
;«buldilad Mutgufity M 


dragabttss resulting in 
temporuy suspension 
fitxm the game. 

Muyrt^tlkuvJiave 
pied iopi^gnsboaaa^yaa ■ 
SlpartSiiiad like Botham, 
iysm, £#g»^aod 
lagghis. aizt iume get 
glSis to dsgbiing the 
fhiees that dHveth^ to. 
sete of heroism and 
.Oohnige. l>fb aoeknows 
ibrmtre #&hstarted fi' 


taaodModreHaodtiyti^ 
likes ofMohammad.A^ 
JDielfastkse. John 

JUiQEnrcisandB#dQr. 
Eisher. Tl» tore# has.. 
been passefif .into hands . 
of 3>San. Tva^issido,. 

' iCasporov’illEnfzuai^ 
mora 

'Sbttin|fanidsxaidh4jr. ' 

tiwir «i^ iiitDfiieViitthnfv 

,ciisnp^te, ; 















iEfitnessU 


Slim Waists Don’t 
Come Easy 


C ARRYING on with ; 
the ■ 

shoulder- widtMic- r 

rs we hud started ; 

discussing last week, it's ; 
time to get used to the ' 

idea of push -ups 
Agi eed. most ol you will > 
find these easy too, but if - 
you've never done 


push ups before it s 
better to letyoui body- 
get used to tbe strain 
gradually. 

And reininnber, the 
aim of doing so much 
work for the shoulders 
isn't just to fill out the 
sliii'ts admirably. We re 


also trying tc,' cheat a 
little. ..by making the 
waist look small in 
comparison! So if you ve 
just joined us here at the 
fitness column, don't get 
put off with the 
muscle building stuff. 
It's tile waist—the visual 
angle, for now-that 


we're ac1"-.)iiy lac'iiing 
The fist push up we f! 
do this week isn't 
actually a j)ush-u]), it’s a 
Knee High 1‘usholf 
Putting your hands on a 
knefi high surface, 

; slowly lower yourself by 
' bending ttic elbows till 
your chest foucfies the 



























^'pni y.iu I' huncl.s aj't' at 
Tiicu. [iiisii yourst'H 
ha ^ k to I tir sliij't my; 

[»' ).sit lori- ^iliooi I m y 0 

l i fts HU'viiiy (lutd till- 
■;rxt vcrsHui OIUJC tluii 
jyi't.s easy 

Now to lUOSl- OHIO llic 

: I‘.l 1 Motaix ui ftasll llf). 
f! l 1 t a fia I't la 1 one to start 
ol't V, ilh Hi'iul lor t 111 ' 

; ioor no moi'c clillv 
tlallyiiuv uuh oliost and 
waist tuyh areas - with 
youi' tiands alioiit 
slui'aider -'Width apart 
Arms are kefil 
absolutely straiy hi, with 
tlie elbows locked. Now 
bend t he elbows and 
lower ymur upper body 
towards the ground till 
your chin ifi about si,x 
inches away trom tlie 
floor From here. 



straifrhten your arms to ; 

return to the starting; | 

position. Aiiri tor t!0 i 

reps, praduatinn to the j 

next one once tlial I 

becomes easy, 

This one s a pood. ‘ 

orfashioiied one . .the ■ 

Marine Push-uji. In i 

basically the same t 

starting fiosilion as tlu' j 

previoii.s exei'cise. this 
lime k.iwer youi' iififier 
tiody till llie cliesl ' 

touches the lloor Taeti 
slowly straiphteii the 
ai'iTis till you are back in 
the .startiup position. 

Once t hi;, pets so easy 
thal you can do dozens 
(it 1 t-pi.s willioul leeinip' 
the strain it s time to 
expermienl with the 
really loupd; ones 

ilul foi-t liosc. you'll 
ha ve to wait till next 
w eek. Fat lence 
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J OHN BaniM waa bcmi ia Jamcdos 27 yettni 
ago, on November 7« 1963. IBafbtberKen 
was in the army. When John wee 13 ^ 
flamUy moved to London. He went to 
Marylebone Okremmar School where he got 
fiveOlevela. At 17 he Joined Watford FC. 
quickly becxunlng oiie of their etar pli^rers. After 
■be years, he moved to Liverpool where he hae 
been playing brilliantly for the last three e eaeone. 
In 1988he waaeleoted Footballer of the Year, the 
first black player tohe so honoured. He has got 
60oapBforRnLgland.lt la agreed by everyone in 
football that he is one of our most naturally 
talented players. It is also generally agreed that 
he did not shine tn Italia 90. 

*1 can still clearly remember my first view of 
London. It was early on a Ehuiday morning in 
January and we wms flying from Jamaica to 
Heathrow. Fd been worried at first about leaving 
home. I had so many friends in Kingston and 1 
was jtist about to start senior school. The plane 
got lower and lower and 1 waa staring out of the 
window, looking at London for the first time, 
feeling abit apprehensive. I suddenly saw aU 
these football matchee around Heathrow. It was 
mainly kids, but they had proper goal posts and 
linesooen. They lookM to me ]^e little 
pro-players. In Jamaica we 
never had the proper kit when we played 
matches. I thought, this looks great. Fm going to 
like this..’ 


W HILE still at school, he was invited 
along with some other likely boys to 
train atQueoi’s :^k Rangers, which is 
the London team he supported. 1 turned 
up at Rangers one evening in February and 
found the place closed. Someone told me there 
was no more training for boys till April, so that 
put me off. Whmi Watford came along, and asked 
me to sign forms for them, I said yes.’ 

His parents were about to return to Jamaica 
and they were omoemed idx>ut him staying in 
England on his own. 1 told tny mum not to 
worry. Iwasgoingtobethebeetfootbkllerinthe 
world. 

Td grown to love England, and wanted to stay. 
I was hioky in ^ing to Watford. I was in die first 
team in two months. Eversrthing was editing. 1 
never f^t lonely. 1 was well lopl^ alter by them.’ 

But whatsbout sucoesaat the very top, playing 
for Fhgland, asHlBgland’B first recognised bladk 
star phyer? Not qi^ as oonitstent. alas. 

At we tir^, ^any BiitiahiiOaa^ 
shake their hea^ when they saw talented.blaok 
playera. l^ey ^sSrt off but they ain’t got the 




John does 
get taunted 
by rival 
supporters 
with racist 
shouts. 

“It’s 

meaningle¬ 
ss. They 
shout 
anything at 
you,” says 
John. “Off 
the pitch, ft 
someone 
made racist 
remarks in 
the street, 
then that 
woiddbe 
different, 
andiwonid 
retaliate” 



















uidfrt, I mnilii 
rtitiaiiMMl IlKt. 7ou aoaaiit 
;f]ud|aftMaClii&,inu 9 y Juit 

Qif OQUwe lxaa hear tfaem. taut I 
liims*^pim9%^Ka. Ittaoneatly xiemrwonlaB 
. xm. OfftlM pitcb, trwuxwcne inade VBdat zsmBTtaa 
intteotrott. then tliaft would taedilltarent, and X ' 

pla^ tiieppla react to 
biin fuKftgkinorottfi ftwtbaiUw 
talaok fb012iaUer«i^ wfaereuutilbe 

GOjaw idoaig then liwltaoen verar few 
players. Ji^bn is tSie one to meto ramaite 
hiaocdouf. 

1 was witb tdni aoduple wedce a^o at Aafield 
after tsrainliig, and Z was (diattixig to him ebout 
ttae reel personalltiaa of tbsIiverix>oil dreealnff 
room. You know, ttame is always a joker, for 
axample. Yea ttmt’setaiwNioal. l^ere’salwa^ 
someone who gets teased. That’s David Burrows. 
And there’s bound to be a moaner, these always 
is, and someone they all hate. So where do you lit 
Im John, whafs your peroeived oharaoter in the 
dressing-room? 

'Me?Didn't you notioe? I’m the talaok player.’ 

OK, John. You win. We’ll move cm to the n^ 
consideration, which ie one of olase. 

John Barnes is middle mass. That is fur more 
rwmarkaWe than his colour. Such animals rar^ 
exist in profesrtonMfbQthall. Infiaotlam 
pondsting hard and cant think of one other 
player in the first diviainh who Is middle dsas. 
'Ikue. tbmwaM one or two gxaduatee, taut they 
oemeftomtiis working olaee. 

^loS^'e Iki^ hi an offioer and genttoman, 
/hcadnadakSindH^ ^oametoliondanaaa 

mtHtary attache. Htaroee 
totiitahan|:^{)^^ quite reoently, ae 

-dmui^dhiefiof thedMs^ staff of Jamaica. He ie 
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DRIVE IN MOVIES 


AMRITRAJ ENTERTAINMENT 


^ M PORT and the 
Kentertainment 
M#busines8 are 
very similar,” says 
movie mogul and 
ex-tenms star, Ashok 
Amritraj. “The only 
Way to succeed is to 
dive straight in.” That 
was the advice he had 
received nine years 
ago from actor friend 
Charlton Heston and 
Sidney Poitier. 

It’s really difficult 
to digest how 
successful the 
youngest of the 
Amritraj brothers 
has become. Once 
upon a time he played 
tennis—though not 


with a lot of 
success—at each and 
every major 
tournament. Now 
Amritraj Jr. is finally 
doing what he always 
wanted to do, 
directing from 
behind the camera. “I 
always wanted to be 
behind the camera 
though no-one in my 
family wanted me to 
make the switch,” he ' 
explains. 

Ashok’s company 
Amritraj 
Entertainment is 
based in Santa 
Monica, California 
but he was in Hong 
Kong recently, to 



Ashok Amritraj with 
six-time Miss Olympia 
Cory Everson and 
martial star Van 
Damme 


shoot a film titled 
Double Impact which 
he is CO- producing 
with Belgian martial 
art star Jean Claude 
Van Damme. The film 
also has Cory 


Everson, six times 
Miss Olympia, whom 
Amritraj describes as 
the ‘female Arnold 
Schwarzenegger’. 

The man sure is in 
good company 



Noah; Oft grata 


END OF THE RASTA 


NOAH'S GRASS PROBLEM 

J UST when Andre Agassi has agreed to give 
Wimbledon a look up another of the time worn 
heroes on the pro tennis circuit has decided to 
call it a day. It’s Yannick Noah who’s saying 
goodbye this time. Noah’s reason for calling it a day at 
the Big W is that in the not so recent past he has 
been subjected to a senes of hynuliating defeats 
there. 'Ibe French Cameroonian star has never got 
past the third round at the courts of the All 
Engliund Club. 

Dennis Ralston, Noah’s coach for a brief while 
last year believed that Wimbledon was the ideal 
hunting ground for Noah’s big serve and acrobatic 
athletic style. Noah had agreed to give it one last 
shot, last June but the result was a first round 
straight sets defeat. 

A morose Noah later said, “I love the tradition of 
Wimbledon but I’m never playing there again, at 
least not in the singles. On grass you not only have 
to serve well but also have to return serve 
superbly. The return of serve is probably the worst 
part of my game and it was cruelly exposed last 
time. For years, I got finistrated losing early on, 
playing like an average player no matter how hard 1 
tri^. It was really embarrassing. ” 

Maybe you should visit that witch doctor who 
lashed you wiUi the panthers tail to cure you last 
time, Yannick. 












BEST STROKE 


T WENTY-siz year old Adrian Mooriiotwe is a 
real cool customer. In fact, if die 6ft 1 in tall 
hulk had not been a swimmer he would 
probably (with a litde bit of luck) have been a 
scientist at NASA. 

For a swimmer, Moorhouse is big, really big. 
His hands and feet are huge, like paddles. He’s 
got an enormous chest, too. “That’s because of 
my asthma,” he ezplains between wheezing. 
“My asthma had a lot to do with me going into 
swimming. At school, I couldn’t run a 100 yards 
race without running out of breath. So I saw a 
specialist and he told me to swim. It would help 
iividen my diaphragm and increase my lung 
capacity.” 

His lung capacity is now about 7.7 litres! 
Double that of a normal human being. But the 
most notable among his statistics is his IQ of 170 
which places him among the top one per cent of 
mankind. “All that means 1 have a great 
capacity for knowledge. In fact, I don’t have 
much knowledge,” he admits. 

Moorhouse refused a swimming scholarship 
at the University of California in 1982. In 1987, 
he promptly went and sat for his Mensa—^the 


Moorhouse: Abnormal 
IQ and lung capacity 



high octane brainpower soaety. “I see Mensa as 
my badge, my diploma,” he said. “At least until 
I get one from University.” 

But he has false hopes when it comes to his 
pet event: the lOOmts breaststroke. His 
ulthnate timing? “Zero seconds,” he snapped. 
StHoy Adrian, after seeing you coming second to 
Rozsa in Perth recently we feel you’ll have to 
wait sometime to realise your dreams. 







HANS ACROSS EUROPE 


WHEN TIME RAN OUT 


M ost of us saw PSV’s Hans Van 

Breukelen in action in India during the 
Super Soccer laugh-riot but what most 
of us didn’t know was that on his return to 
the Netherlands, one of Europe’s finest 
goalkeepers might be without a job. In fact, 
Van Breukelen may have played his last 
match for PSV Eindhoven. 

Breukelen’s contract with PSV expires this 
season and he will be free to negotiate offers 
from abroad. In fact he has already 
negotiated with Brian Clough of Nottingham 
Forest, Breukelen’s former club. 

PSV have already offered Breukelen a new 
contract and it is to be signed by February 1. 
So time is running out for Nottingham 
Forest to complete a deal with Breukelen. On 
the other hand if Breukelen does not sign the 
contract PSV offers him, the offer will be 
withdrawn. The goalkeeper had that in mind 
when he made a sudden airdash to England 
and hoped to continue negotiations with 
Forest after his return from India. 

This is probably going to be the most 
difficult decision of his career, it’s just a 
matter of time. 









W AR What a dis 
aster—thanks 
mainly to the 
w a 1 p e d 
thoughts of one man 
And the blood has 
started flowing in the 
Gulf 

Not smpnsingly ev 
ery place in this world 
even edilonal ollioes of 
hardcore spoils maga 
zines is abuzz with the 
topic Jargon like Sc uds, 
Stealth and Patriot are 
tossed around with 
casual abandon 
Strategies are analysed 
Often criticised As 
though each of these 
armchair Field Marshals 
IS a battle scarred veter¬ 
an Iraq’s ploy of using 
POWs as human shields 
draws a rmxed response 
While the humanitarian 
faction leel it s mighty 
cruel, the practical 
group say all's fair in 
love and war , , 

In the middle of all the 
missile strikes and air 
raids, sport—hey, that s 
my job, remember' —has 
kept lumbering on Kele 


fnei 


"mnce 


gated to a poor second 
place surely But still 
very much happening 
The English are desper¬ 
ately trying to figure 
out a way of handling a 
rejuvenated Bruce Reid 
Edberg is halfway to an 
Australian Open title 
And at home, the 
national hockey and 
football teams played 
perfect hosts when they 
allowed visiting teams to 
win their respective 
tournaments 
Which brings me to 
the point in an age 
where we have analysed, 
reanalysed -and re 
reanalysed even—the 
futility of war, why were 
people allowed to start 
pulling triggers'^ 
Couldn’t all those nego¬ 
tiators figure out some 
other wav of settling 


this issue‘s Especially 
since they had all of six 
months to work with 

Why on earth wasn’t 
sport used’ Sure, its 
physical Even violent at 
times But it’s governed 
by rules, and the issue is 
settled within a set time 
period If I may I d like 
to draw a parallel with 
my school days Stu 
dents of St Xavier s Cal¬ 
cutta of the ’708 vintage 
will surely simle when 
they recall the all-too- 
popular challenge "Meet 
you at 3 30 backfield” 
Those were fighting 
words But very rarely 
did it degenerate into a 
scrap Both protagon 
ists, and then suppxar- 
ters, would desc'end onto 
the sports field situated 
at the back of the 


Maybe Messrs. Bush and Hussein should have used sport to settle their dispute 


I 





V F 


school—hence, away 
from disciplinarian 
eyes—and make a show 
of muscle The pomt m 
question eventually 
being carried over into 
the next hockey or fcxit- 
ball match these two 
played against each 
other 

Maybe Messrs Bush 
and Hussein should 
have chosen their best 
team and sent them out 
to play on some neutral 
venue The stakes--the 
same objective these 
guys have in mind while 
resorting to such mind¬ 
less mayhem resulting 
in the death and maim¬ 
ing of innocent people 

The Americans would 
have preferred a game of 
baseball, American foot¬ 
ball or even basketball 
But considering the Ira¬ 
qis don’t play any of 
those, it’d probably have 
been a game of soccer 
Not too bad, since the 
Yanks are playing host 
to the world in three 
years and the Iraqis are 
a force to contend with 
m the Gulf 

Or it could even be 
made one-on-one A 
spectacular show of 
strength where USA’s 
chosen one is pitted 
against his Iraqi coun¬ 
terpart Either in un¬ 
armed combat or some 
display of speed or 
strength On land or in 
water All that had to be 
done was decide on the 
event, make a date, pre¬ 
pare for a couple of 
months and settle the 
issue 

But then again, know¬ 
ing the stubborn atti¬ 
tudes of both countries, 
they d probably have 
started unbuttoning 
their holsters while 
arguing about which 
sport to choose' 

Maybe this isn’t such a 
good idea after all 
PitMhMp Pim4 










/) Iti0an Open Marathon 

it 

Dedioa^ to the spirit of harmony 

A fitting fi^me at a fitting time for a sporting event which 
attractstti^icipants in great numbers from every corner of 
our vast t^untry the Rath Indian Open Marathon 

n 

This year fte Rath Marathon will be run on February 17th, 

1991, at the Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium, Bam onwards 




Last date for tubmttMng eompteted 
Entry Forms afong wllh Entry Fat of 
Rs-SZ-tlSthFobfuarylSSI 

*T-thirt$ mil be posted to perticipmts efter the event 


Attractive Prizes 

The winning runners will be awarded trophies, medals and 
attractive cash prizes in compliance with the rules of the 
International Amateur Athletics Federation 

Speciai Features 

• open to men and women over 18 years 

• Veteran section for men (over 40 years) and a special 
section for women veterans (over 35 years) 

a Certificates for completing the Marathon in a specified 
time 

a Rath Half Marathon to be run on the same day Open to 
men and women over 15 years 

a Free board and lodging for all outstation participants for 
the night before the Marathon 

a Recognised by the Amateur Athletics Federation of 
India (AAFI) and Delhi State Amateur Athletics 
Association (DSAAA) 

For Entry Forms contact:— 

Hony Secretary 
Rath Indian Open Marathon 
Shriram Foods & Fertil'ser 
Industries 

Sth Floor, Kanchenjunga, 

1B, Barakhamba Road, 

New Delhi-110001 

Available from 10 30 A M to 
5 30 P M on weekdays and 
1030AM to130PMon 
Saturdays 



Exploring the horizons of 
human endeavour 
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And you thought we only delivered documents! 


DHL mov«s mllHons of packagos and 
documents around the world each year. 
In fact we handle packages of up to 
30 kilograms each. Of course, we 
continue to be ^e intemationai leader of 
document air exprMS services as well. 


We are listed in the Yellow Pages/Telephone Directories. 


So next time you have a package or 
document call DHL. We deliver on time. 
Everytime. 




wanuwiix 

: DHL. THE COURIER DIVISION OF'^I^IGHT LIMITED. 

You're in safe hands all the way. 
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Soft, cuddly looks ore out. Now it's all about macho he-men 
and sinewy, strong ladies. Robin Chatterjee prowled Bombay's 
film city to find out how the stars stay in shape, and found out 
that sport does play an integral part in each one's life off the 

sets 


Lanshma Kapoor scion of the 
Kapoor khandaan prefers the 
do-it-at home gadgets Not for 
her the regular visits to the 
gym Us stars iust don t have 
the time she cooes So the 
cycling machine and the Jane 
Fonda cassettes are just what 
the doctor ordered 
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Aey man. i have the power! Those are the 
vibes the Deadly Dutt seems to be passing 
around. In terms of physique Sunjay Outt's 
second to none. “The gym is my second 
home, '■ he says. But it looks as though he's 
taken up permanent residence there! 








/^fish called Sonu? Making 
quite a splash is the 
model-tumed-actress Sonu 
I Walia as she cleaves through 
the water and keeps herself in 
great shape I simply love 
swimming she gushes Keep 
It up Sonu and we re sure a 
lot more people will do so too' 
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1 reehand forms the corepoint of Saniay Kapoor s 
fitness concept A trifle offbeat in his approach 
cos it s the solitude of the beach he prefers this 
brother of Anil Kapoor is muscling up for his entry 
into stardom The results are slow but sure 
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Eennis anyone’ Newcomer Shilpa Shirodkar stays in 
tune with the times —and in shape as welt—by 
swatting the ball around Holiday Inn s tennis courts 
Love games’ No that s not her style She s into drop 
shcts and smash hits 


■4ip Zap Zoom It s Aamir Khan himself An avid 
fitness enthusiast he s into cricket tennis and even 
cycling Matter of fact he s taken part in the cycling 
leg of Bombay s Triathlon and finished creditably So 
c mon girls if you re aiming for this teeny bopper 
start pedalling after this dream pedlar 













Jl^ekho dekho 

dekho.Archana Puran 

Singh may have pumped iron 
with Naseeruddin Shah tor the 
camera in Jalwa, but off the 
sets she prefers a more 
feminine fitness program;' 
read aerobics, fellas. Does it 
help? Take a look at her now. 
and yob'll see how gorgeous 
the dividends are 


WW ith all her sporting 
pursuits—squash, karate, 
riding, swimming—where 
does Raveena Tandon find 
time to apt? Well, “if you 
wanna do it, you can" is her 
answer. And judging by the 
ntensity with which she attacks 
that small squash ball, she 
could just as.easily swap her 
acting career for one in the 
glass-backed courts! 
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Aive years ago |ust as lazy housewives realised how out 
of shape they were Rekha was a messiah Domgadesi 
version of Jane Fonda she started her Mind and Body 
Temple The message’ Get fit— and stay fit—with yoga 
And her line’ Pack that fat' 


l^one of the sweaty muscle-pumpm stuff for filmdom s 
rising star Madhuri Dixit She s into more cerebral pursuits 
Like chess Not that it shows on her body The slim svelte 
ek do teen girl sharpens her killer instinct in between takes 
And isn t that what you need to reach the top’ 
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E very kid who's held a tennis racket thinks of No, 1. To 
be the best. 

That, if there's a better player around, he must be 
walking funny and talking funny, because he ain’t from 
this planet. Aliens don't count. Human endeavour does 
It is a fair description of Boris Becker 
We have known for long that he has the requisite talent. It is also 
admitted, though in some quarters reluctantly, that he posessess at 
least a streak of genius. If these are innate, then for Boris Becker we 
must also say, that he has worked well, and hard, to make best use of 
them. 

Becker's endeavour, his pursuit for gi-eatness. through times both 
troubled and pleasing, is best exemplified by the fact that he has 
become No. 1,66 months after his first Wimbledon win Indeed, he 
was first No. 2 as far back as September 8. 1986. 

It has been a long time by any standards It is indicative of the 
demands placed upon a player if he desires greatness, it also explains 
how valued No. 1 is 

He might have been the best player in the world in 1989 after * 
reaching the French semi-finals, taking home the Wimbledon and 
US Open titles, and finally the Davis Cup. But he was not No. 1. And 
although it reopened arguments over the computer's ranking 
system, some of them impressive arguments, nothing changed. The 
computer asked for consistency, 12 months of it, and Becker didn't 
have that. 

He was not brilliant in-1990- he could not alter his damning 
record of never having won a tournament on clay, he lost to Kdberg 
at Wimbledon, to Agassi at the US Opt^n, to Agassi again at the ATP 
Championships. He raced Edberg for the No 1 spot late in the year 
but was narrowly edged out Yet he was winning more than losing, 
he was there, chipping away, and that was vital 

The Australian Open was the very last place where Becker was 
expected to lead a charge. In the past, he'd been as successful there as 
McEnroe is in keeping his hair And when Omar Camporesc took 
him valiantly to a fifth set in the third round, it kxikod like the 
missing jinx had finally re-appeared 

Camporese was defeated, but not, it transpired, the jinx. On the 
morning of the final, a lower back muscle spasm, resulting in a 
vertebrae rubbing against his sciatica nerve, had Becker in agony 
and down 0-5 to Lendl in the first set. 

Bye. bye Boris? No, bloody way It was bye-bye Lendl, as Becker, 
first tentatively, like a violinist checking his strings, and then later, 
explosively, like an orchestra at full tempo, made wonderful music 
with his racket. He was too quick. too strong, too brave, tcxi 
intelligent for Lendl, or any man who would have been there. He will 
wonder when he sees the video tape, of whether he has played as 
outstandingly ever before To outrally, outliit. outthuik a well tuned 
Ivan Lendl, from the baseline what arrogance, what magnificence. 
No man has bec>ome No. 1 in better style—a style that makes it 
inconceivable to begrudge him his greatness. 

Coach Bob Brett, who has worked tirelessly for and with Becker, 
cried. So perhaps did Becker, as he inexplicably disappeared for five 
minutes just seconds after he had won. 

When he returned, and tremulously accepted his prize, he could 
not speak on the microphone as all champions Down Under are wont 
to. All he could manage was, “I don’t know what to say. This is too 
unbelievable”. 

Well, so is he. 


ROHIT RRUNATH 
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David McMahon writes from 
Melbourne on an unpredictable 
tournament, where Boris Becker 
became world No.l and Steffi 
Graf fell from grace yet again 


OU learn something new about 
Boris Becker with every Grand 
Slam toui nament you cover Here- 
dtMelbounu* leas than fui hour 
after he had laken not only the 
Australian Open crown 1 rom 
defending champion Ivan Lendl 
lout the woi Id No 1 rank mg also 
Becker was opening up hia heart 
to Euiopeati jouiniistF who had 
f II st watched him as an 
.monymous |unioi 
Talking abcmt the prossuie of 
Ijoing a worId ianked jilayei he 
gi iniied as he confessed 


“Sometimes I have these 
fantasies " What fantasies the 
media probed'* “No. no, not those 
sort of fantasies, ’ laughed the 
new world No 1 “1 fantasise that 1 
am just an everyday sort of 
person 1 fantasise that I am a 
journalist in Hamburg, or a taxi 
dnvei inNew York Just your 
ordinary sort of person ’ 

Here was the new world No 1 
who had won his first Grand Slam 
title at the age of 17 Now he had 
made history once again as the 
fii St German to win the pi enuer 










tennis tournament m this 
country, as well as the first 
Oerman ever to take the world 
No 1 ranking Onalessaenous 
note, he almost had the shortrat 
reign as world No 1, for, less than 
a nunute after he had sealed the 
match and flung his racket high 
into the stands in dehght, Becker 
had vanished 

He sprinted down the tunnel 
leading through the underground 
car park and ran out onto bu^ 
Batman Avenue, the street that 
runs alongside the Yarra nver, 
which in turn runs parallel to the 
stadium There, to the collective 
surprise of astounded motorists, 
Becker did a victory jig and, 
screaming for joy, released the 
pent up pressure with glee 
Drivers who recogmsed him 
honked their horns to salute him 
yet the German could just as 
easily have been nm down by a 
speeding car 

With Lendl beaten 1 6 6-4,6-4 
6 4 Becker spoke frankly of the 
victory dance on Batman Avenue 
‘ It 8 a special feeling and you can’t 
plan it Obviously it's a very 
wonderful moment and I couldn t 
find the words to address the 
crowds It will take many weeks to 
realise what 1 have done 1 will 
have to sleep on it many nights 
before I realise this It’s difficult to 
explain what it means to me 

‘ I’ve been so close for so many 
years and I didn t expect to make 
the final step here I had to move I 
couldn t sit down and relax I went 
outside to a park where there were 
a couple of trees” 

Speakmg of the injury that had 
occurred with the muscle spasm 
m his back, early in the match, 
Becker said “The back was stiff 
and I couldn’t move it at the 
beginmng But after an hour it 
started to feel better Todd Snyder 
the trainer, tried to stretch me out 
and rubbed hot cream on the 
muscle spasm and that helped me 
no end 

’T am not the type of person who 
likes to be world No l for five 
years I would hke it to be that 
way, but then I would like to move 
on in my life, to do something 
else I hope I can be strong enough 
to stay on top for a couple of 
years ” 


"I’m a person like Mats 
Wilander, very extreme and 1 have 
to be very careful lalsohavea 
httle fear that it doesn’t go on and 
on Bob Brett, my coach, and 1 
have been together three and a 
half years now and it’s a very 
special moment for him too It’s 
very special as he is from this 
town 

“It’s a very emotional time You 
go through a lot of ups and downs 
with an athlete I guess this is the 
icing on the cake It’s always a 
great moment when there are so 
many people here who have 
helped me In the past, one of the 
greatest problems here m 
Melbourne was the heat and I 
wanted to make sure that this 
time I got the feel of it ’ 

Lendl, beaten just when he 
looked set to achieve a hat-itnck of 
Australian Open victones, was 
more eloquent than Becker at the 
post match trophy presentation 
There was a certain sadness about 
hmi, a certain air of resignation 
Here was a man who had fought, 
had used every weapon in his 


"I my 

strategy wot right* I 
tried to moke Boris 
ploy great shots# oml 
he did. I didn't lose hy 
being possive. I tbok 
ehonces, end it just 
didn't work out" 
-^Yon Lendl 











arsenal and yet had not had the 
heavy artillery to dislodge Becker. 
Yet, despite the transparent 
sorrow, T.iendl was gracious. 

“1 thought my strategy was 
right. I tried to make Boris play 
great shots, and he did. I didn’t 
lose it by being passive. I took 
chances, and it just didn’t work 
out.” 

Just as Lendl had been beaten 
and had lost his crown, so too had 
Steffi Graf, the only difference 
being that Graf, who has now 
gone without a Grand Slam win in 
12 months, managed to retain her 
world No. 1 ranking. Graf, beaten 
for the first time in Melbourne 
since 1988, had lost, surprisingly, 
to Czechoslovakia’s Jana Novotna 
in the quarter-finals. Novotna, 
emboldened, then beat Arantxa 
Sanchez to move into a Grand 
Slam final for the first time in her 
life. Winning the first set, 7-5, 
against world No. 2 Monica Seles, 
she then lost her grip on the 
match and won only four games 
in the next two sets, going down 
5-7, 6-3, 6-1. 

Seles, as always, was 
philosophical after her victory. 
Unwilling to gloat about her 
second Grand Slam title, she 
offered introspection instead; 
“When 1 lost the first set, I just 
said to myself, ‘forget it and play’ 

“I still think that in my game I 
can improve as much as I want 
myself to. I saw how Steffi was 
playing. 1 saw how Gaby (Gabriela 
Sabatini) was playing, after the 
long break. I know what I have to 
work on when I go back home 
because I am going to have a long 
break. I just think I have to 
improve my serve a lot. It’s just 
really bad. I mean, if I could have 
the consistency of winning my 
service games the way some 
players do it, it would be much 
better. 

“I’m going to experiment when I 
get back. It might not work for a 
couple of weeks, so I’ll need at 
least a month. I have a pretty good 
kick serve when I want to use it. I 
jiist don’t have the power 
serve.. .the power to serve an ace 
when you really need it. 

Novotna, understandably 
subdued after her loss, despite the 
fact that her world ranking had 


improved from 12 to 8, said: “I felt 
before this tournament that I 
always had a very tough draw. 
When I got to the quarters or 
semis I was too tired to play 
against the top players. I have had 
so many tough matches in this 
tournament, and even last week in 
Sydney and that made me very 
strong, mentally and physically. 

Novotna emphasised that Graf 
still deserved to be world No. 1. 

“It’s not one match or the 
tournament. It’s how you play all 
the time in all the tournaments 
and Steffi is still the best. 

“It’s interesting 1 ended up 
playing tennis, a highly 
individual sport, but I started just 
for fun. We had the courts next 
door to our house where 1 lived 
and 1 said ‘I’m going to try’ and I 
have tried and here I am. In the 
final against Monica I wasn’t even 
approaching the net, I was 
missing. 1 would always say that 
my best surface is grass. But I can 
play an all-round game as well. 
There is a great possibility this 
year in the French Open.” 
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«xpcrkfi«itt 
. serve wfien I getlkM:^ 
liome. I hove«f»|iii|ty 
gocKi kick serve wkiNi 
I wont fo use if. 1 
don'g fiove the power. 

serve... the power to 
serve on oce when yo« 
really nei^ If 
—Monico Selei'^ 



And then she disappeared from 
the interview room, left to ponder 
on how, having beaten the world’s 
leading player, she had lost fixim a 
one-set-to-love lead against the 
world No.2. For Jana Novotna, 
that answer will not come easy.# 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY 



3 , Aust vs Eng SI 
• (Perth), New Zealand vs 
Sn Lanka 1st Teat (WelNno- 
ton) National Woman a Hock¬ 
ey chps (Qurgaon), ATP Bri¬ 
tannia Challenger tournament 
(Bangalore) Nizam Gold Cup 
football (Hyderabad), ITF 
Junior Tennis Tournament 
l^ipur) Woild (poup, Davis 
Cup lat round mMches, Ranjl 
trophy, MP va Bombay (In¬ 
dore) Han)> trophy, Maharash- 
^ va Kamataka (Pune) 


4 , Auat vs Eng Sth Test 

• (Perth) New Zealand vs 
Sn Lanka, 1st Test (telling- 
ton) National Women s Hock- 
Vf Chps (Qurgaon), Nizam 
Qold Cup Football (Hyder¬ 
abad), iTF Junior Tennis 
Tournament (Jaipur), Ranji 
pre-qtrs M P vs Bornbay (In¬ 
dore) and Mah vs Karn 
(Pune) 


5 , Aust vs Eng Sth Test 
• (Perth) National 
Womens Hockey Final (Gur- 
gaon) Nizam Qold Cup Foot¬ 
ball (Hydarabad) ITF Junior 
Tennis Tournament (Jaipur) 
Junior National Polo Chps 
(Delhi) Ranji pre qtrs M P vs 
Bombay (Indore) Mah vs 
Karn (Pune) 


6 . 25th National Cross 

• Country Chps (Luck¬ 

now) tor men woman, )r boys 
and ir girls Nizam (Md Cup 
Football (Hyderabad) ITF 
Junior Tennis Tournament 
(Jaipur) Junior National Pcto 
Chps (Delhi) Ptenil pre-fltrs 
MP vs Bombay (Indore) Mah 
vs Kam (Pune) 


lA. Satellite masters Tennis 
lU* Chps (Cochin), Nizam 
QoW Cup Footbil (Hyder¬ 
abad), ITF Jr Tenns tourna¬ 
ment nnals (Ja^), indm vs 
Thailand, Davis Cup 
(Bangkok) 




. Aust vs Presidents XI 
•(St Kitts), Asian Jr 



Chalk 

Modi . . 

CHr-finals Saniosh Trophy Foot 
b^UPalghai) 


• Aust va JamiaPe (Sabl- 
Z4!na Park), Sr Na TT 
Jaipur) Aslan Jr Chess 
(Cochm) SantoshTroiXtvFool 
ball (Palghaii 


U , Satellite Masters Tennis 
• Chps (Cochin), Noam 
Qold Cup Football (Hyder¬ 
abad). Sth Jr Inter-State Athle¬ 
tic Chps ((Juttacklj^Poto, Royal 
Challenge trophy (Delhi) Asian 
Jr Chess Championships 
(CaUcut) 


Aus vs Prstidents XI 
•{St Kitts) Asian Jr 
Chase {(Sochhi), Final of Nizam 
Qold Cup Football (Hyder¬ 
abad), Modi Hockey (Meerut) 
RantI ar-ftnoto Sr National 
Tabw Tarmis (Jaipur),8antosh 
1 rophhy FootbaH (PaHjhat) 


25: 


Rnal day of Asian Jr 
fkOiess Chps (CXrohln), 
Finals of Senior Nat Table 
Tennis Chps (Jaipur) 

Santoah Trtqrhy Footbott 
^alghal} 


|0» Finals of Satellite Mas- 
ters Tennis Chps 
(Cochin) Nizam Gold Cup 
Football (l^derabad) Sth Jr 
Inter-State Athletic Chps (Cut¬ 
tack) Polo Royal Challenge 
trophy (Delhi) Asian Jr Chess 
Chps (Calicut) 


t A, Nizam Gold Cup Foot- 
Iv* ball (Hyderabad), 
Asian Jr Chass Chps (Call- 
cut) Sth Jr Inter State Athletic 
Chps (Cuttack) Polo, Royal 
Challenge trophy (Delhi) 



eQ, Aust vs Presidents XI 
ID •(St Kitts), Asian Jr 
Chess (Cochin), Modi Hockey 
(Meerun, Raryi Otr-finals. Sr 

Nat Tt (Jaipur) SantoshTrop 
hy Football (Palghet) 


OA* Aslan Jr Chess 
mU •(Cochin), Modi Hockey 
(Meerut), RaNI Qlr-fInalS, Sr 
Nats TT (Jaipur), Santoah 
Trojmy Football (Paighat) 

• 



0|Y. West Indies vs Aualra- 
MU*lia 1st One Day tntama* 
tlonal (Jamaica). Final of North¬ 
ern India Poio(Daihj) 

Santoah Tropny Poofpali 
(Paighat) 


97«OAimla Resorts, Sir Pa^ ; 
Ml stab Singh Cup Polo , 
(0^1) Santoah Trophy Peoiball 
(Ptdghat) 
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7 . 9a«»IHM Maatars Tannis 
• Chpa JCodwi), Nizam 
Gold Cup Football (Hydor> 
abad), ITF Jr 


Gold Cup Football (Hydor> 
abad), ITF Jr Tannis touma- 
msnt (Jaipur) Jr Nat Polo 
citps (Delhi) 


8 , Satalllta Mastera Tennis 
• Chps (Cochin), Nizam 
Gold Cup Football (Hyderabad) 
ITF Jr Tennis Tournament 
(Jaipur), India vs Thailand 
Asia-Oceania Group*) Davis 
Cup (Bangkok) 


\A» Nizam Gold Cup Foot- 
Ifl* ball (Hyderabad) 
Asian Jr Chess Chps (Call¬ 
out), 5th Jr Inter-State Athle- 
tics Chps (Cuttack), Polo, 
Royal (^aUenge trophy (Delhi) 


tC. Asian Jr Chess Chpc 
Av«(Cochin) Nizam Gold 
Cup Football (Hyderabad), 
13m Nat Veteran AthMic Meet 
(Calcutta) Polo, Royal Chal¬ 
lenge Trophy (Delhi), All India 
RB (Sujarmal Modi Hodasy 
Tournament (Meerut) 

Sanioeh Trophy Football 
(Palghat) 


n| • Aust vs Jamaica (Sabina 
£I*Park), Modi Hockey semi 
rtnal (Maoi^. Sr hbiiionat T T 
(Jaipur), Asian Jr Chess 
(Cochin) Santt»hTr<H)hyFoot 
ball (Pa^hat) 


09a Aust vs Jamaica (Sabi- 
MM«na Park), Final ol Modi 
Hockey (Meerut) Sr National 
TT (jal^r), Aslan Jr Chess 
(Cochin) Santosh Trophy Fool 
ball (Palghat) 


90. Dalmla raeorta Sir Pa^ 
6€Ktab Singh Cup, Polo 
(Delhi) Santosh Trophy Football 
(Palghat) 
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2 , Auat. ve Eng Stti te«t 
• (FM;Naw>aiaindva 
GM Ca^, Ik TemliW|lili» 
ton); Natlona) Wiimwna ktocli- 
ay<^ (Guigaen); ATP'SiF 
tanna Chwengor (Bangalore), 
imam Gold cup mtbail 
(HyderaM), World Qbup, 
Dims Oup lat round matctiaal 
Ranli trophy pnMitra Meldl^ 
Priii£Mh^P)VBBombni (m- 
dora), Rimtl trophy piSHC^ 
Maharshtra vs Karnataka 
(Pune) 


Mtmasi (m- 
piSHqtia 

arnataka 


9 1 Satellite Masters Tarmts 
• Cl^ JCochm), Nizam 
Gold Cup Football (Hydeh 


Gold Cup Football (Hydeh 
abad), ITF Jr Tennis tourfia- 
msnt (Jaipur), India va Thtti- 
land Davis Cup (Bangkok) 


M , Australia's erlokot tour 
•of West Indies starts 
Auet va Prekdents XI (8t 
Kitts), Asian Jr Chase 
(tSoehIn), Nizam (Sold (3up 
Football (Hyderabad), Polo 
Royal Challenge Trophy (De¬ 
lhi), Modi H«ikey (Maeru^ 
RanjlQtr-finals Haryana va UP 
(Gurgaon) Jtyderabad vs Bihar 
(Ranchi), Delhi vs Wlrviere of 
hIP vs Bombay and Bengal va 
winners of Mah vs Kam San 
tosh Tropt^ Football (Pdighat) 


OO, Aust vs Jamaica (Sabi- 
MPZna Park), Sr Nat TT 
(Janpur), Aslan Jr Chess 
((^min) Santosh Trophy Root 
ball (PNghet) 


TELEVISION 


Uve telecast of tinals of SateWta Maawre 
Tends Chatnpiondtip at Cochm, Feb 12, and 
at Bombay, Feb 20 
Uve taleoasi of linaia of Senior Nadonal 
Table Tenrua 

Uve talaoaat of ITF Judora Tends finals d 
Jai^on^., 10 


Running commentary In Hindi and EngSah m 
sand finala and final of Womsn'a Hockiw 
Nationals 

Rumnna eommenow in Hindi and 


semi final and final of (M)ar Mai Me 
toumiimant „ ^ ^ ' 

Rund ng commentary on find of Nttem Ode ,* 
CupFitotball 


OTHER EVENTS 


Satellite Me sters Tennis Tournament, _ 
Bombay,Fsib I4to20 Findsonfab X 
SMS Gk>ld Vtua Polo Tournamant, DdhI 
Fab lSto23 


COMPILED BY NOW KAPADIA 
















































The Return 
Prod igal 


Gree Matthews, the enfant 
terrible^ of Australian 
cricket, has emerged from 
three years of 
intro&DMtion, and has 
already Impressed cricket 
afficr^nados in the 
cricketing circles once again. 


Matthews peels off his 
shirt during his long 
innings of 128 and 
takes a break. Merv 
Hughes and ian 
Heaiy look on 


T he man who 
brought diacci 
dancing to the 
outfield ia bank 
where he knows h e 
belongs—in the Test 
match spotlight, 
acknowledging the 
ecstatic applause of the 
crowd, and liking every 
bit of it. 

Thrown out of the 
Australian side in 1987 
for disciplinary reasons 
Matthews has 
re-emerged from the 
cocoon of thrfje years of 
introspection. He now 
comes acrosfi a genuine 
all-round Tost cricketer. 

His century against 
England at the Sydney 
Cricket Ground in thfj 
drawm Test ensured the 
Ashes would remain, in 
Australia. It followrid a 
haul of three for 40 in 25 
overs, in England's 
second innings of the 
second Test in 
Melbourne. Australia 
won by eight wickets 
and his superb 
performance put to 
doubt any questions 





regarding his form. 

The enfant terrible o f 
Australian cricket, no w 
a husband and father at 
31 looks like he has s) red 
the garish trappings of 
his early years that so 
enraged cricket fans. 
especially in Englan d 
and New Zealand. 

But watch for a w.’nile 


and clear traces of the 
old Matthews are still 
very much visible. The 
man who became a cult 
figure in the mid-1980 b 
for his hip language, his 
ear-ring and his 
off-the-wall approach to 
oricket^a game he once, 
described as orgasmic, 
still remains the same. 


The mannerisms are 
still there. The leap in 
the air and hugging of 
teammates that 
accompany every 
wicket. The constant 
jigging around while 
fielding. The 
super-short haircut. The 
curving of his wife s 
initials in the hot 






Of The 


TIm craw cut, tiM 
stubbla and hia 
mannariama may 
augaaattfMthalaa 
punkfrom Boaton. But 
tha authority wHh 
which ha wiwda tha 
willow makaa tha 



lookllkaa 
bunch of blokaa on 
thabaach 

Sydney air when he 
readied three hgnres in 
the Test—It's still Qregr 
Matthews all right 
His return has 
confounded those who 
said he did not have the 
character to fight back 
Captain Allan Border, 
who has found a spinner i 
to replace the retii^ | 
Trevor Holms while at 
the same tune 
strengthening 
Australia’s lower order, 
must have heaved a sigh 
of rehef when Matthews 
struck form 
Matthews is working 
hard at his new 
responsible image ‘I’m 
not gettmg earned 
away It’s great to get 
runs, but my job m this 
side IB to take 
wickets I’d swap this 
hundred any day for 
four wickets in an 
innings,’ he said, after 
he toiled through 58 
overs for just one wicket 
when England batted for j 
the first time in Sydney 
Even m the fourth 
Test, played at Adelaide, , 
Matthews was among 
the runs with scores of 
65 and 35 not out But 
the wicket, still eluded 
him—his match haul 
bemg one for 100 
His Test career was an 
eventful one Within two 
years of making his Tbst 
debut in 1083 against 
Pi^ustan, Matthews had 
made himself infamous 
among spectators m 
England, picking 
arguments when 
fielding on the fence and 










(lancincr. always 
Jancing 

He returned to 
Australia to a golden 
summer, soormg 
centuries against India 
and New Zealand But 
the adulation turned to 
hatred when Australia 
toured New Zealand in 
1986 

Targeted as the 
Austrahan the crowds 
loved to hate, he was 
spat on and had eggs 
thrown at him One 
I adio station even ran a 
c'ompetition for 
listerners to display 
banners with the most 
outrageous comments 


I about the mavenck 
Australian 

Later that year 
Australia went to India 
and Matthews took 10 
wickets in the first Test 
at Madras, including the 
one which tied the 
match 

But after that his star 
began to wane His 
popularity touched a 
new low when England 
went to Australia in 
1986-87 He was 
dropped for the final 
Test to make way for the 
then unknown Peter 
Taylor Matthews then 
was not picked for the 


1987 World Cup m India 
and Pakistan because of 
an mcident during the 
short tour of Sharjah 
Fmed for his 
behaviour—read 
misbehaviour at a team 
barbecue, many however 
saw hie demotion and 
that of wicket-keeper 
Tim 2joehrer, the team’s 
other enfant terrible, as 
coach Bobby Simpson’s 
way of clearmg the 
decks before rebuilding 
the team 

The all-rounder was 
shattered at being 
I dropped—learmng of it 
I just 15 minutes after 

_ ^ 


retui ning home from 
hiB honeymoon But he 
was still man enough to 
send Border a telegram 
of congratulation when 
Australia won the 
one-day tournament 

He realised that the 
only way back, was to 
work on his bowlmg and 
force the selectors to 
pick him on the basis of 
his performances At the 
same time,he remained 
in the pubhc eye 
through work on 
commercial television 

The recall finally came 
for a one day 
international against { 
West Indies in early 
1989 and then as a I 

replacement for inj ured I 
spinner Tim May for the 
Nehru Cup one-day 
tournament in late 
1989 

But it was the 
match wmningbowhng 
performance for New 
South Wales in last i 

year s Sheffield Shield | 
final thrashing of 
Queensland that i 

con\anced Border and 
the selectors that I 

Matthews was ready to 
restart his 21 match 
Test career 

Matthews is clearly 
the best spumer m 
Australian cricket now 
that May is still 
recuperating from 
injuries Wearing the 
baggy green Australian 
cap pulled down over his 
ears and with his top 
shirt button done up, 
Matthews has 
consistently troubled 
the English w^th his 
turn and flight, as also 
w ith his superlative 
batting performances 

As New South Wales 
captain, Geoff Lawson 
put it, ‘Prom my pomt of 
view he is the best m the 
country ’ David Gower 
and Co would surely 
endorse that opuuon • 







ANSWERS 


1. In the inaugural match in 1978 in Argentina. Two 
Hungarians—Torocsi and NylasI were given 
marchino orders. 

2. Allan Border 
3.1927 

4. Antonio Cabrini lor Italy. 

5. Uwe Sealer (West Germany) 

6. Martina Navratilova 

7. Shigenobu Murofoshi 

8. Yoo Nam-Kyu 

9. Zaheer Abbas 

10. Eknath Solkar 
11.100 metres butterfly 

12. Imran Khan 

13. Mario Zagalo 

14. Salim Durrani 

15. Graeme Wood 


INIS QUIZ HAS BEEN COMPILED BT 
AWARIJITIffi.DAS 

18/82 DOVER LANE, 

CALCirnA-700 020 


RATIN6TEST 

Above 15: WUb you were part of our team 

Betwoen 10 and 13: Not too bad 

Below 10: Sportsworld reading recommended 

All ansmrs sent in by the contributor 


QUESTIONS 

1 . In the opening 
match of the 
1990 World Cup, 
two Cameroon 
players were sent 
off. When was the 
last time two 
players were sent 
off m an inaugural 
match? 

. Which 

cricketer broke 
the Test record for 
the highest number 
of innings without 
scoring a duck. 

3 .In which year 
did France win 
the first Davis Cup? 

. Only one 
penalty has been 
missed in a World 
Cup so far. Who 
was the culprit and 
for which country 
did he play? 

5 .Two players 
have had the 
distinction of 
scoring goals in 
four World Cup 
tinals between 
1958 and’70. One 
of themisPele. 

Who was the other? 


6 . Who is the 
richest woman 
in sports? 

. Which 
Japanese won 
five successive 
golds in the 
hammer throw 


between 1970 and 
1986? 

8 . Which 
17-year-old 
South Korean 
stunned the world 
by wiiming the 
men’s singles table 


tennis title in the 
1986 Seoul Asiad? 

9 . Which famous 
cricketer 
authored the book 
‘Zed’? 

. Who got the 
first wicket 
for India in one-day 
cricket? 

n . Mark Spitz 
is planning 
an Olympic 
comeback in a 
particular event. 
Which one? 

. 1 captained 
the combined 
Oxford and 
Cambridge cricket 
teams to victory 
against the touring 
Indian cricket team 
in 1974. Who am I? 

. Who was 
nicknamed 
the ‘White Ant’? 

.Who was 
Parveen 
Babis’s first hero in 
films? 

. Who was 
called the 
‘Kamikaze Kid’? 
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QUEST COLUMN 

No more talk about bigger goals, using 
fewer players or any other daft 
concessions- FIFA has thankfully 
backed down over plans to change the 
laws of the game 

The proposals werf* provoked by the 
thousands of letters ol complaint and 
dismay received by I’lFA after the World 
Cup, its lack of goals and its plethoi a of 
horribly boring matches which 
culminated in sui ely the worst final 
there has evn been 
The American World Cup, presuming 
it ever takes place there in 1994 loomed 
on the distant horizon Americans, so 
sutcly ran the twisted thinking, must be 
entertained Entertainment meant goals, 
goals had been very few, so radical steps 
should be taken to promote more of them 
No one in Zurich seemed to stop to 
think that the lack of enter-tainment, the 
lack of goals, had anything to do with the 
structure of the tournament, the time if 
was played, or the excessive number of 
teams which played in it 
In 1974, Brazil’s Joao Havelangc 
unseated England’s Sir Stanley Rous as 
president of FIFA Some see this as a 
black day for football Rous was in fact 
not only an outstanding president of 
FIFA and Football Association secretary, 
but a once international referee, who had 
actually re-drafted the rules Moreovei, 
he was an idealist 1 remember some 
years ago lying on a beach in Rio with 
the then head of the FIFA referees’ 
committee, Ken Aston, who showed me 
somethmg Rous had written about the 
laws 

A player who punched off the line a ball 
that was going into goal, and conceded a 
penalty kick which was then missed, 
might feel that he had lost nothing Not 
at all, said Rous “He had lust his 
reputation as a sportsman ' 

Such an attitude might be sneered at 
nowadays, a relic of the remote past, 
when a great amateur team such as the 
old Connthians—who once used to 
provide England with all 11 
players -would not even defend a 
penalty kick, but stood aside to let the 
opposing team kick into the empty goal 
But m fact Rous was right Excessive 
cynicism on the field can literally make 
soccer impossible to play 
So FIFA have backed down and saved 
their face, to a degree, by setting up a 
working party to discuss possible 
changes, such as a rule about not passing 
back to the goalkeeper, and another to 
stop goalkeepers wasting time Real old 
chestnuts, these 
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LEAVE THE 
LAWSALO 
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World Cups ars 
not the be all and 
end all of 
football, 
whatever FIFA 
thinks. And a . 
goalless draw 
can often be a 
rich and exciting 




Tinkering with 
the laws solves 
nothing and 
could be 
disastrous 


I 


ME! 





BY 

BRIAN GLANVIUE 



Moreover, the coinimttee will include 
none other than Michel Platini, manager 
and former star of the French national 
team, who has already spoken out 
against enlargmg the g^s When 
Havelange, who had a lot of debts to pay 
off to African and Asian countries, 
increased the number of World Cup 
entrants from a neat 16 to a bloated and 
unmanageable 24, he virtually ensured 
exhaustion, boredom and sterility 
Such 18 the absurd complexity of the 
competition now that the end of the first 
phase brings a mathematical mghtmare, 
with third placed teams m their group 
creeping in by the narrowest margin of 
goals scored and conceded 
Next comes the knockout phase, for 
teams who have already had to play three 
games, sometimes in mtense, sapping 
afternoon heat 

Nobody would suggest the laws of the 
game are perfect, how can they be*^ But 
what history and wisdom suggest is that 
the more you try to alter them to promote 
goal-scoring and attackmg play, the 
more defensive is the inevitable response 
Nevei did this become more clear than 
when the offside law was changed m 
1925 after very perfunctory experiment, 
necessitating only two oppxinents, rather 
t han three to put a man in an onside 
position 

The almost immediate consequence 
was the birth of the third back, stopper 
centre-half game invented by Arsenal, 
who were to thrive in ensuing years on 
massed delence and counter attack The 
sweeper system was to come 
Offside is lull of ambiguities, such as 
when a player is or is not interfermg 
with the play or * seeking to gain 
advantage,” a fearfully sub|ective 
decision for a referee to make But an 
offside law ol some kind is essential 
Passing back to the goalkeeper should 
never be abolished, if only because it 
produces such an abundance of goals 
Time after time a defender is punished 
tor not lookmg to see whether an 
opponent is lurking in wait before he 
passes Then, as he carelessly passes 
bai k, and gives away a goal You can see 
such goals all over the world, every 
week 

World Cups are not the be all and end 
all of football, whatever FIFA thinks 
And a goalless draw can often be a rich 
and excitmg spectacle Tmkering with 
the laws solves nothing, and could be 
disastrous FIFA has repented just m 
time # 
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NEHRU GOLD CUP SOCCER 


Roaring 


I P Gheorghe Hagi and Pop^u 
were the source of Romania’s 
Inspiration during the last 
World Cup in Italy, at 
Trivandrum during the ninth 
^ Jawaharlal Nehru Gold Cup, the 
Romanians were inspired by Lon 
Vladoiu and Sava Christian. The 
latter not only menacing and 
rumbustious against four time 
champions Soviet Union, but even 
scoring a superlative hattrick, the 
one and only in the invitational 
tournament history. 

The underdogs' sensational win 
1 over the Soviets illustrated their 
1 unknown capability...at full 
strength and at their most vibrant, 
the Romanians were capable of 
stretching defending champions 
Hungary beyond breaking point. 
And they did exactly that in great 
style. 

Romania deserved the victory. 
But disappointed the public by not 
bringing along a couple of their 
Italia 90 players. Simply because 
most of them had been lured by 
the lire. However, there was the 
consolation that the present team 
had players from the famous 
multi'Sport club Steaua auid 
Dinamo Bucharest. Steaua, which 
had lost their privilege of the state 
subsidy and was in a dilemma, 
had to sell its best players for its 
maintenance. 

The Romanians converged on 
Kerala’s only green turf of the 
Cluuidrashekaran Nair stadium 
without a day's practice. But their 
adaptibility and acclimatisation in 
a very short spell showed their 
maturity and professionalism. 

The bookies nevertheless were not 
in a hurry to give Romania the top 
billing because of their earlier 
"misadventvires’. 

In their previotis three 
appearances in the Nehru Cup 
since 1963, Romania’s best was 
when they qualified for the 
semifinal only to be ousted by 
Hungary. 

If the earlier Romanian teams 
disappointed, this time they were 
not in the mood to do quite 
that.. .tjley came to entertain. It 
was pelimps to epitomise the 
spirit changing times in their 
country, a spirit of freedom which 
they had long cherished. In fact, 


Steaua (who formed the nucleus of 
the national side) had 
understandably supported the 
overthrow of the despotic 
Ceausescu. 

Romania were here to win and 
that was conspicuously evident 


when they beat the young 
Zambian national team 
comprehensibly. Although the 
European teams had to go 
through the irritation of having to 
play in the afternoon, Romania 
showed tremendous character in 





Romanians 


doin^ thing’s the right way and 
finished on top of the league. 

Romania put up a sterling 
performance and no one can 
grudge that. They displayed their 
skills, subtle manoeuvres and 
furious pace to dismantle the 


Hungarian defeiuse. Even in the 
absence of big stars, the current 
Romanian team did everything to 
emidate their seniors. Their 
diagonal passes, intelligrat Tise of 
set pieces and the exceptional 
brilliance of Lon Vladoiu from 



ThsiiiiMdOSi' 
MiitaltoiMl mit om Hie 
Sevlets-HuiAiiled llieir 
I ei4Mliniy..i.at 

ffuRetfeniHiemi 
vibnmt, me Romantom 


MtnteMngfMendlng 
ehamphHm Hungary 
beyond bieeldns point 


both the flanks gave the public 
their moneys worth and more. 

It was sheer entertainment. 

Like Gabi Mariam Raduta’s world 
class goal, when his free kick 
from the fringe of the box beat the 
human wadi and curved in 
slmrply... you could watch this 
goal a thousand times. And if 
Hungary conceded the second 
goal it was due to the poor reflexes 
and auiticipation of goadkeeper 
Istvan Brochauser: Ilie Stan’s 
grounded touched a defender auad 
entered the net without the keeper 
making auiy e^ort. 

Now Hungary gained 
momentum. They were dangerous 
on their counter attacks. They 
caune more into the picture (adter 
the interval) with more amd more 
subtle and incisive soccer. But full 
back Paniat SUivu stood like a 
rock with perfect interceptions 
atnd firm tackles, and the irony 
was that Silivu’s infiringement 
forced the referee to awaud a 
penalty. However Lon Vladoiu 
gave the finishing touch with a 
fine body Rent and unleased an 
angled left-footer into the goal. 
Vlauioiu was the dauling of the 
crowd amd the undisputable mam 
of the tournament. 

And the memory of Romamia’s 
1-3 defeat at Kochi (Cochin) in 
1983 had finally been erased. 


Thifuv ans nt ha p ti rm 




NEHRU GOLD CUP 


The Law Of 


Diminishin 


Returns 


When the Nehru Gold Cup with 
almost a decade of football 
behind it, was expected to go 
up in importance and glamour, 
it now, in fact, faces a serious 
crisis of survival mainly 
because of the poor quality of 
its so-called world-class 
participants. This is a trend 
that has got to be reversed 
now, says Subhash Sarcar from 
Thiruvananthapuram 


T he sole purpose 
for launching the 
Jawaharlal Nehru 
Invitational Gold 
Cup tournament was to 
entertain the Indian 
(rowd with top level 
football and at the same 
time to provide 
international exposure 
to Indian footballei s 
For this the All India 
Football Fedei ation was 
ready to spend 
enormous amounts of 
foreign exc hange to 
bring foreign competent 


sides for the 
tournament 
But unfortunately, in 
her strained pursuit for 
excellence India faltered 
again and again For the 
statistically-minded—b- 
elieve it or not—our dear 
India only managed two 
victories m this decade 
old tournament the first 
one was in the inaugural 
year at Calcutta and the 
second at 

Thiruvananthapuram 
last month And frankly 
speaking, the question 


Lon Vladoiu, the player of the 
tournament, being hotly chaaed 
by Hungarian defender Denes 
Vaczl In the final 


that now rankles and 
disturbs one and all is 
Can we afford the 
luxury of spending 
crores of rupees each 
year for a tournament 
from which India has 
not benefited at all 
The lure of the dollau* 
attracted a number of 
good foreign teams over 
the years Indian 
football watchers and 
the AIFF officials went 
gaga about the likes of 
Smolaieks, Dassayevs 
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and Belanovs whose 
names always drew the 
attention of good 
crowds. At one stage, 
the Nehru Cup became a 
great rival to the King’s 
Cup of Malaysia and the 
Ph:e8ident’s Cup. 
Bangladesh. Even 
though India couldn’t 
fare well, her image got 
a boost thanks to the 
glamour of the Nehru 
Cup. 

But all that was only 
for a brief while. Soon 


the journey downhill 
started. As the 
government began to 
take a serious note of the 
futility of the entire 
exercise, from the 
• Indian point of view, the 
foreign exchange for 
holding the tournament 
became hard to come by 
And as a result the 
tournament ceased to be 
viable any more. ^ 

Although the Socialist 
countries did continue ' 


to send teams, 
reasonably good ones, 
with a few notable 
names (perhaps the last 
big name was 
Michailichenko who led 
the Soviet team to 
victory at Siliguri in 
1988. And when the 
eighth edition was 
staged at Margao, Goa. 
the picture became clear 
that the Nehru Cup was 
facing a 

serious crisis and the 
federation decided to 




eotmtritts did 
cofitfeiuetoMiid 

roasoMbiygoi^ 
oiie8,withaf0W 
notable namdB 
(perhaps tha last 
big name was 
Mibhailichenko 
who led the 
Soviet team to 
victory at 
Siliguri in 1S88. 
And when the 
eighth edition 
was staged at 
Margao, Goa, 
the picture 
became clear 
that the Ndhru 
Cup was facing 
a serious crisis 


turn the Nehru Cup into 
a biennial meet. 

Since the time the 
Lakshmannan-Das 
Munshi coterie came to 
power a lot of planning 
was done for the uplift of 
the game (from its 
stagnant point) and the 
Nehru Cup. Seminars 
were organised for 
football luminaries and 
journalists to debate on 
Indian football; a foreign 
coach was appointed and 
more importantly, the 
Santosh Trophy was 
turned into an under-23 
tournament... 

’This time the AIFF 



fiill-fledg'ecl national 
teams foi the ninth 
chaptei ol the Nehru 
Cup The federation 
sei retary P P 
Lakshmannan contacted 
a numbei of leading 
soccer nations and soon 

I received lists ot the 
foi cign players likely to 
participate at 
Trivandrum TheAlFF 
secretary sat bac k and 
relruced asauniiiig that 
he h.id his job done 
Meanwhile with 
GUisnoat and Pei ostioika 
having taken place in 
the Soviet Union, the top 
stars and even its second 
stringers were more 
enthusiastic to play foi 
cash in nth European 

I clubs than waste then 
time hei e in Kerala So 
the Russians had sent 
their kind of national 
team comprising total 
non e*ntities A close 
scrutiny of the list sent 
earlier revealed that 
seven oi iginal names in 
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the Soviet line up didn’t 
figure 111 the team 

In defence, the 
Russians gave vague 
excuses Tlie side was 
quite weak Even India, 
despite her 
shortcomings, had 
tormented them 
frequently 

China had always been 
sending good teams to 
the Nehru Cup barring a 
couple of times when 
they disappointed So 
the crowds here in 
Kerala still had great 
expectations about the 
Chinese but only to be let 
down tragically when 
the so-called national' 
Bide performed 
indifferently to finish a 
mediocre fourth 

In the past India had 
once reiectod the 
Chinese entry because 
they were unable to send 
their first team, this 
time the federation were 
told that China would 


send the best possible 
side though 
unfortunately it turned 
out to be just a 
provincial team, with 
only two players who 
have played at the Seoul 
Asian Games And this 
IS what Lakshmannan 
had to say on the day of 
the soccer final at the 
Chandrashekaran Nair 
stadium I don't know 
what to say It’s 
frustrating But I 
propose to take this up 
seriously with the Asian 
Football Confederation 

Zambia was yet 
another side expected to 
entertain Of course we 
didn’t expect Zambia’s 
best player Kalusha 
Bwalya because he is 
with PSV Eindhoven 
who toured India 
courtesy Tatas, recently 
but then no one really 
foresaw that Zambia 
would send their junior 
teenaged national team 


to the Nehru Cup No | 

raattei how good they i 

were it was another ' 

breach of trust for the 
Zambian federation had 
piomised to send the 
national side 

*T11 see to it that action 
IS taken I will write to 
the national federation | 

asking for some I 

explanation said a sore 
Laksliniaiiiian, adding, 
I’m going to send a 
detailed report to the 
AFC sec retary 
Vellapan ’ 

But the fact remains 
that the quality of the 
Nehri\Cup has gone 
down and the AIFF will 
have to pull up their 
socks ‘Romania and 
Hungary weren’t bad 
teams But I assure you 
that m future we will 
plug all loopholes This 
will never be repeated I 
promise,” said the AIFF 
secretary 

Well, we’ll keep track of 

It • 
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VOICES 



"I always aatd I would llto to 
ehango my mind avory aocond 
weak. I Ilka to be In front of 
people so mu^. ao maybe I'll be 
on stage. The buaineas that my 
brother Is studying ie pretty 
neat. He la the same way as I 
am—always changing hla 
mind—maybe it’s the 
psychology.” 

MONICA SELES, on herself 


I “All sides involved did a foolish 
thing. Bush and Hussein should 
have settled the problem with a 
duel.” 

MARADONA in an interview to the 
I Italian newspaper Gazzetto dello 
sport He was incidentally fined 10 
million Lire for criticising the Napoli 
officials 

“If my manager tells me to box, I 
box. If he tells me to fight, I fight 
I He’s a remarkabie man. i’ve 
j never met anyone as 
singie-mlnded as him ” 

DENNIS ANDRIES WBC 
light-heavyweight champion 
dedicates his winning the title to his 
manager Manny Steward 


“Dennis is the most respected 
fighter in the gym toddy, and yet 
when he first came here four 
years ago, there was a waitlist of 
my fighters waiting to fight him, 
to beat him. They did too, but he 
kept coming back for more, until 
all of a sudden, he began to 
figure out the rhythm.” 

ST EWARD. on his prodigy Andries 
“I was beginning to feel old, but 
after the operation on my knees I 
feel 10 years younger. I am 
healthier than I have been for 
years.” 

MARTINA NAVRATILOVA, after 
beating Sabatini in her first match 
after a two-month layoff 



“Suddenly it felt like there was 
no way I could lose this match 
because I felt that I was much 
stronger. Then suddenly it just 
changed and it felt like ‘what am 
I going to do now?’, bctcause he 
didn’t miss anything and he put 
pressure on me.” 

MATS WILANDER, after his 4th 
round loss at the Australian Open 
to Peru s Jaime Yzaga, ranked 
86th in the world 
“War or no war, we’ll have the 
same timely sports 
programming for the soldiers in 
the Gulf, it makes them feel 
close to home.” 

Armed forces Radio and Television 
Services News CHIEF on the role 
that sport plays in the war-torn 
Gulf 

“I am getting closer and closer 
to arriving as a singles player, It 
shows the hard work. What I’ve 
done Is starting to pay off. John 
helped a lot, with motivation and 
had a lot of confidence in me.” 
PATRICK McENROE after his 
third round victory over 12th seed 
Jay Berger 

“He hasn’t played for eight 
years, he’s not 26 like I am and i 
have had a tough time getting 
back after just five months out. 
He doesn’t have much of a 
chance making the top 10, but 
the top 100 is more realistic. But 
now every match is tough...The 
depth now is much stronger.” 
Yet another tennis star, MATS 
WILANDER, feels that Borg does 
not stand a chance after he comes 
back 


“You could say that I am 
•merging from the shadows of 
Yannick (Noah) and Henri 
(Leconte) but i would like to 
thank them for helping me get 
where I am today. They have 
motivated me and I owe them a 
lot People in France do expect 
more from me now, but they can 
see I am representing them and 
that I’m fighting. And even If I 
lose white fighting they 
appreciate it. Ail i can do Is try 
my best.” 

GUY FORGET, the 26-year-old 
French player, probably the best 
singles player in the country now, 
pays tribute to his mentors. 












SOUTH AFRICAN CRICKET 


A New Begin 


South Africa decides it is time to allow everyone 


! ORMKR 

F rivals 

the South 

African 

Cricket 

Umon and the SA 
Cricket Board have 
agreed to fot m a single 
controlling body and 
one of the new board s 
first priorities will be to 
seek membership of the 
International Cricket 
Council Following a 
five houi meeting 
between the SACU and 
SACB chaired by Steve 
Tshwete a national 
executive member of the 
ANC a nine point 
Statement of Intent was 
released in December 
The bodies agreed 
among other things to 
form one non racial 
controlling body under a 
single constitution to 
develop and make 
available opportunities 
foi all those who wish to 
play cricket at all levels 
os soon as possible to 
addioss the imbalance 
with regard to separate 
educational systems 
sponsorships and 
facilities to contribute 
thi ough c ri( ket to the 
creation of a just society 
in South Afiica to 
respect the present 
sports moratorium on 
cricket tours to respect 
the individual contracts 
of ovei seas professional 
cncketei s and 
determine the 
advisability of them 
playing m South Afi ica 
in the future, and to 
obtain recognition from 
ICC 


No date has yet been 
set to form the single 
controlling body, but the 
two Bides will meet 
again early this year 

It IB also expected that 
the ICC will be asked to 
include South Africa un 
the agenda at their 
Lord 8 meetmg m July 
with the possibility of 
sending a fact-fmding 
mission to the country 
later m the year 

Whatever else you say 
about South African 
politicians, their tuning, 
from a cricketing 
viewpoint anyway, 
leaves a good deal to be 
desired Down the years 
they have played a 
cynical short-sighted 
game m denying blacks 
the chance to develop 
and their policies finally 
had the international 
door slammed m the face 
of South African 
cricketers (and most 
other sportsmen) at the 
end of the 1960s. today, 
three decades down the 
road their changes are 
belatedly helping inch it 
open again 

For the first time since 
1970 there is a genuine 
behef that the country s 
cricketers, both black 
and white, are about to 
have their Aladdm s 
Cave opened This 
optimism, however is 
tinged with a great 
sadness, a feeling of 
dreadful waste among 
the black sportsmen and 
frustrated dreams for 
many white cncketers 

For South Afiica's 
isolation if it ends 


Robin Smith turned to 
England for aTest cap 





within the next year or 
two, will have coincided 
if not exactly with a 
golden age of Springbok 
cricket then at least 
with the careers of many 
of their world class 
players 
The Springbok 
cricketers were hustled 
off the world stage at a 
tune when they were 
widely considered 


unofficial world 
champions By the time 
they return later this 
decade not one of the 
membei s of the 1970 
Springboks—the last 
officially selected 
national team—will 
remain, and a 
generation of players 
will have vanished, their 
high quahty cricket 
played m a vacuum 







ning 

to play cricket 



The shadow of 
isolation has obscured, 
internationally anyway, 
the brilliant talents of 
such world-class players 
as Qraeme Pollock, 
Barry Richards, Mike 
Procter, Eddie Barlow, 
Lee Irvine, Vince van der 
Bijl, Clive Rice, Ray 
Jennings, Alan Kourie, 
Garth le Roux, Ken 
MoEwan, Peter Kirsten, 
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The game 
tntei^tioiially 
has also 
suffered fktmi 
South AfSrioa’s 
absenoe...two 
deeadesofthe 
inecnnparsble 
Graeme Pollock 
were missed tor 
astart. But the 
fhture is now 
filled with hope 
for all 
cricketers. 

And, if the 
fame is a^ain 
allowed to 
blossom, new 
playerai will 
develop and 
heroes will 
emerge at Test 
level to set the 
example for 
youngsters, 
both black and 
white 


Jimmy Cook and Henry 
Pothenngham. 

Rice came closest to 
bridging the gap He 
was selected for Ali 
Bacher’s aborted 
1971-72 tour of 
Australia and, when the 
Springboks finally 
return, his 

distinguished playing 
career will probably just 
have ended. 

Other talented players 
joined the cricket drain. 
Kepler Wessels, in 


SPECIAL FEATURE 


Australia, and Allan 
Lamb. Robin and Chris 
Smith, in England, 
chose to seek 
intemationaJ 
recognition abroad, 
while Zimbabwean 
Graeme Hick, who is 
about to qualify for 
England, wo\xld stuely 
have followed the 
well-worn path to South 
Africa for his Test 
cricket,had that route 
still been open. 

South AMca can 
take heart that this 
excellent crop of 
cricketers kept the game 
in this country vibrant, 
competitive and rigorous 
in the dark times. And, 
because many 
influential players were 
travelling the country 
circuit, the provincial 
game at least remained 
in touch with the 
advances and changes in 
the game 
internationally. 

But denied the 
subtleties, the 
challenging occasions 
and the heroic deeds 
which Test cricket 
provides, and without 
the players of rare 
genius—the Pollocks, 
Richardses and 
Procters—to sustain it 
and lift the game above 
the ordinary, standards 
are dropping, corrupted 
and lowered by 
circumstances. 
Provincialism, petty and 
chauvinistic, is 
becoming more 
apparent. And, without 
the obvious heroes for 
the youngsters to 
emulate, cricket at 
grassroot level is 
STiff'ering. 

The game 

internationally has also 
suffered from South 
Africa’s absence.. .two 
deeadesofthe 
incomparable Graeme 
Pollock were missed for 



Clive Rice: Oh to play 
Test cricket 

a start. But the future is 
now filled with hope for 
all cricketers And, if the 
game is again allowed to 
blossom, new players 
will develop and heroes 
will emerge at Test level 
to set the example for 
youngsters, both black 
and white. 

JohnBMiop 

Wiiden CrickM Monthly 
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(THE BEST OF TENNIS WRITING 


ERE is the way every one 
of my eight Wimbledons 
began; a nurse would put 
a Western grip on a needle 
and say, ‘OK, fella, drop’ 
em.’ 

I never really had a great 
Wimbledon. It was because of hay 
fever. My last official act on 
American soil before flying to 
London was showing up at a New 
York doctor’s office, listening to 
that dread command from the 
nurse, and getting the dread 
cortisone shot in the 
you-know-what. 

Then the doctor would give me 
enough Sudafed, gift-wrapped, to 
put the entire British lsles to 
sleep. If I ever get around to 
writing my Wimbledon memoirs, 
the title will be 'I was a Sudafed 
Junkie.’ 

And nothing helped Hay fever 
sufferers, as they say in the 
commercials, know that nothing 
helps, especially in England, 
where the pollen count at 
Wimbledon time is something that 
compares favourably with 
Martina Navratilova’s annual 
earnings. You really only have 
two options; (1) wheeze and sneeze 
for the entire fortnight, and do it 
wide-awake; or (2) keep popping 
the Sudafed. Be drowsy all the 
time. Say ‘Greaaat’ a lot when 
people ask you how you’re feeling. 
And still wheeze and sneeze. 

Remember when John McEnroe 
played the great tie-breaker in the 
1980 final? How it went for 22 
minutes and 34 points? I 
remember it vividly because I 
sneezed 26 times. It’s in my notes, 
or what I can read of them. Made 
me such a popular boy in press 
row. 

Hay fever always made me 
crankier at Wimbledon than the 
rain did. Wheeze and sneeze. Hack 
and cough. Blow the nose. Have 
the eyes constantly look like a 
Hawaiian sunset. 1 finally knew 
hay fever had won three years 
ago, at my last Wimbledon, when 
one of those nice officals in 
Wimbledon tie and a Wimbledon 
blazer tried to get me to wait for a 
changeover before taking my seat 
at Court No. 1.1 wheezed, sneezed 
and said to the nice man, ‘If you 
don’t take your hand off my arm. 


- 


For some reason die dust at 
the US Open whan it was 
Irtayed on Har-Tiu courts 
UdUiorod Connors ffloro than 
anyitfaGeei$o.Bytlieame 
Comwiiotte the 1975 final 
igahist Manuoi Orantes which 
holesLheiiadheen 
UiMwalledlwthe 
was loft dead In it 
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Connors gives the 
cameraman a closer look 
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IlsmeiiilwrwiiMiJsiiii 
MeEiimiilayeilttw great 
tie-ereaker In me 1980 ffnat? 
ftoer it went for 22 ffliimtes 
and 34 ooliits? I ramemlier K 
tecaase I sneezed 28 
ttmes. K'l in my nates, er wbat 
i can read of them. Made me 
sneh a goiHiiar hoy in press 
rew 


ni kill you.’ 

I was starting to tell the nice 
man I would wait for him in the 
parking lot when Bud Collins 
shoved another Sudafed down my 
throat. 

What I’m saying is that allergies 
are not tennis’s friend. Even if you 
don’t play. 

One of the reasons why Ken 
Rosewall always had a problem at 
Wimbledon was because he had 
such bad hay fever. Now maybe 
Rosewall was just not destined to 
win at The Big W. but it never 
helped much that as soon as he 
showed up at the All England 
Club, his allergy would close his 
eyes and ears, and turn his nose 
into Niagara Palls. 

I’m told that before Brian 
Gottfried would take off for 
Europe each spring, a nurse 
would say ‘Drop’ em’ to him too. 

Ivan Ijendl skipped Wimbledon 
in 1982, explaining that he was 
allergic to grass. A lot of people 
thought Lendl might just be 
allergic to tennis on grass—or 
allergic to McEnroe or Jimmy 
Connors—when he showed up 
playing golf in a pro-am at 
Westchester (New York) Country 
Club not long after that. But 
well-known tennis trainer Bill 
Norris says that Lendl’s hay fever 
is real. 

‘I remember one time when 
Lendl was playing Andres Gomez 
at the Italian Open,’ Norris said. 
‘The pollen at Poro Italico is 
always terrible, and when you mix 
it with the dust from the clay 
courts, you’ve got a disaster if you 
have allergies. So Lendl is 
running for this forehand and 









I he author sneezed 26 
times as McEnroe played 



just as he strikes the ball. he lets place else. By the time Connors 

out the loudest sneeze I’ve ever got to tlie 1975 final against 
heard. 1 mean, loud Gomez Manuel Orantes, which he lost, he 



Driscoll had only one asphalt 
court, one thtit time had 
forgotten. Denton never missed 
football much after that. 

And there are other allergies 
besides hay fever. Eliot Teltscher 
once broke out in a rash because of 
the polyester in the tennis clothes 
he was wearing at the time. Now 
some might say that the world 
might be a better place if everyone 
was allergic to polyester, but the 
itching made Teltscher a little 
testy. 

See, the thing is tennis is a sport 
that requires such extraordinary 
concentration and constant 
movement—plus the ability to see 
the damn ball—that an allergy can 
just drop you in your tracks if it's 
serious enough. Of course, there 
are allergies for other athletes in 
other sports. When Jim Ryun 
went to the 1972 Olympic trials in 
Eugene, Oregon- known to track 
people as the Hay Fever Capital of 
the United States—^he was so beset 
by allergies that he was afraid to 
leave his hotel. And Ryun didn’t 
have to carry a racket when he ran 
the 1.500 metres Or face 
McEnroe s serve. Or look up at the 
ball on his own second serve with 


reacted like he’d been shot and 
immediately hit the ball into the 
net.’ 

Jimmy Connors, according to 
Norris, always had a rough time 
at West Side 1 ennis Club in Forest 
Hills, when the US Open was still 
played on Har-Ti-u courts there 
For some reason, the dust 
bothered him there more than any 


‘Tin paHm at Fere Itallce is 
anm tenttle, ami when yen 
mix it with the dust hem clay 
eeerts, yeu'ee get a disaster, If 
yae'fe get allmies. Se Lendl 
It ramliw ter this ferehand 
and hniiilhe strikes the hall, 
ha lets eat the laadast sneeza 
rra mer heard. I mean, lead. 
fiaMaz, raaetd Ilka he*d hean 
MaadhiiiiefiMaiy^^ 
ball hila the aei’-HITP 


had been absolutely Rosewalled by 
that dust, and was left dead in it 
In 1964. when the Open was 
still known as the National 
Championship at Forest Hills, and 
was played on grass, Carole 
Graebner had such a bad reaction 
to the medication she was taking 
for hay fever that she had to play 
the final against Maria Bueno 
with her arms swathed in cotton 
bandages, because her skin had 
become so sensitive to the sun. 
Graebner lost. 

There is also a flip side to these 
stories. Steve Denton is a player 
who can credit his allergies for his 
tennis career. Denton grew up in a 
little town in south-west Texas 
called Driscoll (pop. 638). In 
Driscoll, there were only two 
sports, as the Texas saying 
goesdootball and spring football. 
Denton, a big guy, couldn’t play 
football basically because he 

ing around in the 
't. A doctor 
?. Denton’s 
riving him to 
uO play, since 


blue eyes cry in’ in the rain, as 
Willie Nelson says. 

My favourite allergy story is the 
one about the old Aussie. Jack 
Crawford. In 1933 Crawford had 
won the Australian Open, the 
French and Wimbledon He was 
on his way to what would have 
been the first Grand Slam, even if 
people might not have called it 
that at the time. Crawford also 
had asthma. The asthma was 
bothering him so much by the 
time he got to Forest Hills that he 
was sipping brandy on 
changeovers to fight it off. He 
made it to the final at Forest Hills 
and then either Fred Perry got 
him, or the brandy. No Crawford 
Slam. 

Still, I feel very strongly that 
brandy had to be much more 
civilised than Sudafed. or having 
a nurse say, ‘Drop those drawers.’ 

Wimbledon might not have been 
easier for me, or for Rosewall, if 
we'd known about Crawford’s, ah, 
medication. But we probably 
would have had a hell of a lot more 
fhn.# 




puldering Arms 


H OW’RE we doing 
with that waist? 
Still sucking it in 
everytime you 
pass that pretty girl in 
the office? And what 
about you, ladies'^ Still 
nervous about wearing 
that fancy outfit you 
bust up all your salary 
over? Well, we’ve gone 
over the gutbusters 
before in this 
column - and will do so 
again since the battle of 
the bulge is never really 
over—but it’s a slightly 
different approach we’re 
taking this time 
We’re cheating 
actually. In our bid to 
sport slim waists, it’s the 


shoulders we’re 
working on. After all, 
the contrast between 
shoulder and waist is 
very effective in your 
overall look 

If the push-ups we’ve 
been detailing so far 
have been too eas.y for 
you, you’re obviously of 
an above-average level of 
fitness. But here comes 
the harder stuff. It’s 
time for you tough 
dudes to show us what 
you’re really made of. Do 
the three push-ups we’re 
going into this week 
with ease and you’re 
really cruising! 

The first one is the 
Weighted Push-up. 












Since Marine Push-ups 
will have got to be child’s 
play by now—has it?— 
how about trying the 
same thing, but with a 
heavy bag loaded onto 


your upper back. Just 
dump a few heavy books 
into a bag and slip your 
arms through the loops 
as shown. Then, get into 
the same position as the 
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earlier push-ups and get 
your nose to the ground. 

How’s that? Still easy? 
Okay, then try this. Get 
into position for a 
push-up, one hand 
toward the centre of 
your chest.. .and remove 
the other hand. Getting 
your balance properly, 
grip the wrist of the 
grounded hand firmly 
with the other hand to 
steady it and go for gold. 
Take it easy to start off 
with. Jvist bend the arm 
gradually, lowering 
your upper body to the 
floor. 'Then, when you’re 
a few inches off the 
floor, get back to the 
starting position. 

Just one thing, 
though. Don’t jump into 
this one immediately. 

It’s tougher than most 
people think, and if you 
aren’t careful, could 
leave you with a sore—if 
not bloody—nose. Get 
onto one hand for 
starters, then bend the 
elbow a little just to get 
the feel of the amount of 
strength it will require. 
Once you’re confident, 

I go all the way. And if 
you’re feeling up to it, 
try it with the other 
hand too. 

How’re the arms 
feeling after that 
scorcher? A little sore, 
huh. And you still want 
more? Okay, since 
you’re the glutton for 
punishment, here’s the 
last one for this week. 
Modified Push-ups are 
again very similar to the 
Marine variety, except 
that the feet are propped 
up on a chair. This 
automatically places 
much more str^aun on the 
arms and shoulders 
when you lower the 
upper body. Shoot for 20 
reps. 

Anyone feeling man 
enough to try these on 
one hand? We don’t 
recommend it though!# 












CAPITAL NOTES 

A fter a gap of many years Haryana have qualified for the 
Ranji knock out And no one is happier than Sarkar Talwar 
former off-spmner.now coach of the team “We have worked 
very hard In the last few years the team has been in transition 
after Goel and Ashok Malhotra left Now we have rebuilt the 
team ’’ 

Haryana made it, mainly, by stunning Delhi in their league 
encounter Said Vmay Lamba, Delhi manager, “They really played well 
This was the first time in about 4 years that we conceded the first 
innings lead to anyone in the league " 

Though the teams were quite mismatched on paper this game turned 
out to be quite absorbing l3elhi,sittingpretty at one stage, collapsed to 
Kapil and Chetan Haryana, in reply, floundered but scraped past Delhi 
through Chetan and Vyay Yadav In the second mmngs Delhi were 



Should Sandip 
Patilgetnmtof 
the creditor his 
team’s changed 
fortunes? Yes, 
say most people, 
for he has made a 
substantial 
difference. He 
brought along 
with him the West 
Zone attitude of 
playing hard..... 
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tottering at 60 odd for 4 but Kiiti Azad rescued them, preventing an 
outright defeat 

The key factor in the game was the iirepres&ible Kapil Dev Gushed 
Bhdskar Pillai, Delhi captain You should see the difference Paaji 
makes to Haryana lie bowled his Ik art out and also motivated others to 
do thou best Haryan« lookM like i ( hanged team ” 

Thai brings us v Hi eii p(M ,l o! (In prc-.em’e of established Test 
stars raising rhe h'vel ol Uoiiicstu c Obviously, when the best are 

playing, competition is stiffcr and pei formances put m proper 
perspective That s why the BCCI legislated that all players, to be 
eligible for India, must play at least two Ranji games every season The 
rule of course is accompanied by several cl« uses including escape 


MOTIVATED PE 
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outlets, but the intention clearly is that the best should not shun 
domestic cricket. 

Judged now, through hindsight, Madhya Pradesh’s move 3 years ago 
to appoint Sandip Patil captain appears masterly. MP. then, was a 
mediocre side. Had some good players who produced inspired 
performances but on the whole, as the phrase goes, it performed 
indifferently; Played loose cricket, didn’t qualify for the knock-out. 

Sandip Patil. though, celebrated for his effortless batting, was no 
tigfer. Had limited captaincy experience at the first class level. Had 
already retired from the game. Had even done a stint as Bombay’s 
manager. 

However, he quickly got down to the business of welding together 
potentially talented cricketers into a coordinated team. Soon 
performances picked up and team result improved remarkably, In the 
last 2 seasons MP qualified, Tliis time they topped the table, leaving 
Uttar Pradesh 10 points behind! 

Should Patil get most of the credit for his team’s changed fortunes? 
Yes. say most people, for he has made a substantial difference He 
brought along with him the West Zone attitude of playing hard, of 
never giving up. of “fighting”. He motivated and inspired others. Plus, 
at crucial times, made valuable runs for the team 

Observed Hyder Ali, former Railway captain who has seen Central 
Zone cricket for 25 seasons. “Sandip has changed the approach of the 
team. 'Tliat is his greatest contribution. Karlier MP was weak, they 
would not fight. Now they play as a team.’' 

This change was clearly reflected in MP’s performance this season 
They beat Railways and Vidha.rbha outright and came close to winning 
their other 2 games as well .UP. usual ssone leaders, were displaced but 
did well for themselves, despite conceding the first innings lead in 3 of 
their 4 games, they still qualified' 


E ARLffiR, whenever there was a con trovery moss debate in the 

Delhi dressing room, chances were Kirti Azad would be squarely in 
the middle of all the action It was really uncanny the way 
controversy trailed him—on field, off field Whether it was for doing 
wrong, or not doing right, Kirti always aroused very strong opinions. 
And in the end. when you totalled the plus and minus, the likely 
outcome was usually negative. 

All that is now in the past. Like the Hindi film hero who reforms at 
the first opportunity Kirti is now on good teihaviour. a much-mellowed 
senior player, at peace with everyone. People say a man cools down with 
marriage and advancing age, Kirti is married and has aged so maybe 
these things are responsible. Or maybe, he just got up one nioriuiig a 
changed man. Or maybe he hasn’t changed at all, only others sfie him 
differently. 

In the beginning of this season, the selectors stripped him of the 
Delhi captaincy. Kirti was deeply stung for he d been vioe-eaptain for 
about 8 years and captain for only about 3 matches. People expectc-d 
him to blow a fuse, scream from top of the RP Mehra block, hassle ’ he 
life out of successor Bhaskar Pillai. But Kirti did nothing. Kept 
statesman-like silence. Coolly got on with the job of playing cricket. 

And making runs. 


FORMANCES 



Eariier, whenever 
there wasa 
controversy, 
chances were 
that Kirti Azad 
would be souarely 

bithemiddfeofari 

the action. AH that 
now is in the nast. 
Uke the Hinoi film 
hero who reforms 
at ttie first 
opportunity, Kirti 
is now on good 
behaviour, a 
much'mellowed 
senior idayer..... 







NATIONAL TRIATHLON CHAMPIONSHIPS 


BAPnSM 
BY RRE! 


This year’s inaugural National Triathlon 
Championships proved to be more than 
just tough for most of the competitors. 

It proved that it was anything but a fun 
sport 


Held to gauge ihe resjjonse such 
sport would generate, the 
response was phenomenal This 
years competition was going to 
iecide the national champion of 
India There was a significant 
decrease in the number of 
competitors a sign, which 
revealed not the lack of mterest, 
but that ihe competition had 
discarded its flippant fun image 
for something fax more serious 
This meant the distances for 
each of the three legs were 
increased, which easily explains 
why the masses stayed away 
Which IS fair enough When you 
realise that you have to pull 
weight with the others for 
distances like a 1 5 kilometre 
swim in the Arabian Sea 40 
kilometres of rigorous cycling 
and another 1 () km of plodding 
down the streets of Bombay with 


J UHU BEACH and the 
Triathlon have become 
almost synonymous It 
IS here that 
participants have to 
meet and will continue 
to dr so year after year or each 
t inie d Ti idthlon is held It is from 
here that the first leg of the 
Triathlon must start so early in 
the moi ning Swimming into the 
Ai abian Sea At around 6 am 
Bombay IS pitch dai k conunginto 
the cai pai k of the Hotel Palm 
Gi ove one is greeted by the faint 
dying sounds ot the c rickets who 
ai e packing up lor the night and 
the dark silhouettes of the 
cOmpi*titoi s who are alieady 
thi‘i( One can siH? them in the dark 
tiiikeiing with their cycles 
c hei'kiiig to sec if they ve brought 
the i ight supplies or getting into 
then swim suits 
The uneasy calm that one is 
git'cted with,coupled with the 
quiet sense of confidence and 
delei raination displayed by each 
ol the pai ticipants is something 
that (annot be tathomed possibly 
in any other medium of sport 
I asf yedi the Ti lathlon in 
Honit)d\ was an exhibition sport 
The victorious team from BEG, 
Pune. Second from riqht is win¬ 
ner Subhash Nirmale. Beside 
him is his coach Sahebrao 
Darekar fianked by his other wards 
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the hot sun danoingf on your 
head—that too on a lazy 
Sunday— its easy to believe this 
whole exercise is insane. 

Well, loony for some, gutsy for 
others! 

The competitors had already 
started trooping towards the 
beach. Race director and general 
secretary of the Triathlon 
Federation, Anita Sood was 
barking orders into a mike asking 
them to line up according to their 
respective age groups. Here it 
would be prudent to add that, had 
it not been for the untiring efforts 
of Ms Sood, the Triathlon may not 
have come to India. Tirelessly, 
patiently and almost lovingly, 
Anita, along with a couple of other 
sports enthusiasts like Tom Alter, 
Stevan Fernandes, Anand Sarang, 
Sandeep Divg^kar and Ayaz 
Memon, goaded along with the 




Last year, the Triathlon 
in Bombay was an 
exhibition sport. Held to 
gauge the response such 
a sport would generate, 
the response was 
phenomenal. This year’s 
competition was going to 
decide the national 
champion of India. 
There was a significant 
decrease in the number 
of competitors, a sign 
which revealed not (he 
lack of interest but that 
the competition had^ 
discarded its flip]paut 
fiin image for something 
more serious. 


support of a host of other 
wellwishers. had shaped a dream 
and helped share it with others. 

The starters gun had gone off 
and the competitors had started 
scrambl: ng into the seu. It was a 
mad rush with people, pushii^, 
shoving, tripping, gagging on sea 
water, yet never, short on 
enthusiasm. 

The swim was long and slow. 
From a distance iyooked as if 


Ben Oudekamphuis (left) ran not 
for winning but for peace 


each one was going through his 
strokes in slow motion. The 
participants appeared to be taking 
this leg of the event rather slowly. 
The real test of the Triathlon lay 
later.. .in the gruelling 40 km 
cycling leg and the 10 km run. 

After about 20 odd minutes the 
first combatants were already 
coming in. The crowd was by now 
in a frenzy, cheering lustily. 
Subash Nirmale of the Bombay 
Engineering Group (BEG).Pune 
staggered out of the sea and 
started loping towards his cycle 
his each stride bringing a fresh 
shout from the crowd. “Go, go. Go 
for it,” shouted Tom Alter. 

“C’mon, damn it. Don’t grive up," 
shrilled Anita Sood in that, by I 
now, famous voice of her’s. 

Subash didn’t. He did falter at 
one stage though and looked 
back. One of the volunteers 
sensing his discomfiture, ran 
towards him with a fresh packet 
of water. He eyed it like a greedy 
hyena who hasn’t had a medl for 
weeks, grabbed it and poured the 
water on his head. On the way to 
his cycle, he snatched two more 
packets of water hrom volunteers 
and judging by the way he poured 
it down his face it seemed as 











One of the few etragglers who 
came out of the swimming leg 
scrambles towards his cycle 

to three, but to no avail. Oadekar 
never had the satisfaction of 
equalling' his rival, yet was 
sustained by that faint glimmer of 
hope. Nirmale was pedalling 
strongly but Qadekar’s forte was 
the 10 km run. The boy had stored 
up the last reserves of his already 
flagging strength for that. It was 
the only ace he could play on an 
otherwise empty deck. 

Nirmale reached the last leg stUl 
three munutes ahead of Gadekar. 
He docked his cycle and quickly 
took off on his run, Gadekar soon 
came in after him. Hopes of a stiff 
contest were raised. 

.. .And dashed. Nirmale’s thin 
figure was soon spotted, coming 
down the slopes of Pali Hill. The 
boy was hunched over and 
labouring for breath. His eyes 
filmed with sweat straining to 


though he was going to eat the 
packet, too. 

One leg completed, two legs to 
go. Just as one saw Subash 
disappearing ai'ound the corner, 
Rajendra Gadekar, also from BEG, 
emerged from the waves. Things 
were getting hotter and the 
weather was adding to the already 
breathless atmosphere. Nirmale 
was five minutes ahead of 
Gadekar when he started 
changing out of his trunks and 
into his shorts. He tried to speed 
things up a bit and was ready for 
action in no time, “Go, go go,” his 
coach yelled A brief backward 
glance when he rounded the 
corner of Hotel Palm Grove and 
he was gone. 

Subash Nirmale was by now lost 
in the by-lanes of Bombay, 
pedalling furiously on his cycle. 
Gadekar. who incidentally 
finished lop of the honours list in 
last year's Triathlon and 
represented India in the Asian 
Triathlon in Beying last year was 
close behind. 

Metre by metre, Gadekar had 
cut the le'ad built up by Nirmale. 
The five minute lead was reduced 



An exhausted {unior 
after finishing his stipulated dis¬ 
tance 







Th* 40 km cycling leg can be 
really gruelling after a 1.5 km 
ewim in the sea 

focus The crowd realised the 
effort that went into Nirmale’s 
race For them a new national 
champion was soon to cross the 
finish line And he did, m a tiimngr 
of 2 hours and 15 minutes It was 
a fantastic demonstration of all 
round skills and dogged 
endurance Gadekar followed 9 
minutes later, his game resistance 
covered by the shadow of defeat 
As he crossed the hnish line, 
Nirmale was waiting for him and 
Gadekar fell mto his arms An 
emotional show of camaraderie 
that gave this mhuman race a 
streadc of wonderful humanity 
Later on this year, Nirmale wUl 
represent India at the World 
Triathlon Championships in 
Australia 

One by one the participants 
came in and then fimsh was 




The crowd did not cheer 
Ben Oudekamphuis 
because he was the lone 
foreigner in the 
Triathlon. The crowd 
cheered him because of 
what he ran for. Ben ran 
for peace and on the 
back of his T-shirt was 
inscribed the stark 
message: 'War doesn’t 
say anything about who 
is right...Only who is left.’ 


cheered by the audience Suddenly 
the chants of a by now vociferous 
crowd grew louder Thefjst 
competitor in the women s se .ion 
was ending her race at the finish 
line Ace swimmer Punils, Gupta 
coming from Bangalore was 
labouring her way dovm the 
slopes cjming into thf Otter’s 
Club The crowd always gallant 
and overly sporting, honoured 
her by clapping as one as she 
inched her way towards the finish 
line She had done better than 


most of her male counterparts, 
clocking an impresive 3 hours 34 
minutes 

Soon after Pumta finished her 
race another sight crowned a day 
full of emotional events Frail 
tired and gasping for breath. 
75-year-old Vaskar 'Mama from 
Flaigarh finished what was 
perhaps the greatest race of his 
hfe He did not race for a prize His 
contribution’ He added to the 
undying spirit of sporting 
competition And then came Ben 
Oudekamphuis from America He 
lumbered along, all 6 ’6' of him, 
his hands raised and fingers 
displaymg the peace sign AS he 
finished his race The crowd did 
not cheer him because he was the 
lone foreigner in the Triathlon 
The crowd cheered him because of 
what he ran for 

Ben ran for peace and on the 
back of his T shirt was mscnbed a 
stark message “War doesn t say 
anything about who is 
right Only who is left ’ 

And truly so In war torn times 
hke this, what one needs is a 
healthy sense of competition All 
differences made up and sorted 
out m the sporting arena And for 
this one cannot think of any other 
suitable medium of sport than the 
triathlon • 
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C ONTINUING with 
the kata, complete 
the turn with the 
left foot going into 
zenkutsu-dachi and the 
left hand performing a 
lower block. Then take 
one step forward with 
the right leg and throw 
a right middle punch. 
Sweeping the right leg 
out behind you. turn 


KARATE 


180“, going into a right 
zenkutsu-dachi and 
performing a right 
lower block. Step 
forward with the left 


leg. throwing a left 
middle punch. 

By ShWaJi Cangiily 
KyofcinhlnkalKan karate 

PHOTOGRAPHS RAMAN BHALLA 




Tbe Kyokusl^kaikan 
Karate Headquarters, 
Calcutta will be holding a 
one-week Instructors' 
Camp during the 
third-fourth week of 
February. Interested 
persons can write to Shlvajl 
Ganguly at 136 Harish 
Mukherjee Road, Calcutta 
700 025 







Step forward with 
right and throw right 
middle punch 


Turn 180“with right leg 
and perform nght 
lower block 


Turn 270°and perform 
lower block with left 
hand 




Step forward with left 
and throw left middle 
punch 


















WONTS HALL OP WAMS 


NYliAMiAZULO 



KlOULUCS XMTUE\iJORLP 

PUfeHTSTWAHTME l.MJRE>«S> 

C0UI4T1C/£U)» - WH\CH AVSO CJOOBXJES AS AM 
WRFDKT PDR TWE SMAIL \OtJA -rovjM. TWE IjOCAL 
AIRPORT'S SINV0UEGRASS ROVMJAY' CUTS R\&MT 
•THH(X3(s*^ 5ev/E>i OF TWE NiTNE WOUESOl^THE 
Sfi^UU COORSC. HA«Oa5<^ C30FFEJ» 

ADV'SED TO LCOR R'&HT, LEFT AWO BEFO^ 
TCBMG OFF BE^ADSE TVAE f='LAMES HANJE 

THE rt&mt-of-wat: 




y- 


IKl AN NBA E)(U»»-nONX (SAA^E XN R» M\D*W> 
WEE BOC.V<S PLAVER SIDNEY A«HCR\^ PUUEP 
A GROIN MUS6UE - PURiNG ATEtEx^^ON 
V\EW/ MONCRXEF MAD WENT OJERTO P\6X<0PA 

Piece of gom frcjmtue GVm floor vjmen me 

SUFFERED TWE FREAK TUSUR/TWAT KEFTVWM 
ON THE BENCH FDRTHE N©cnV/0 GAMES. 


THE FUNNY SIDE OF QOLF 


I?ULE k'\: FDe/v\ aNP WWCF CT CUiB^ ; 
AM^ m?m Cff TitE. CtuE ^MAH, RL FDflgP 
TWAf rut (MXg \9 ONE- UNIT 
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)U exercise to keep 
fit and stay 
healthy, right? 
Now what if you 
are asked the question, 
“Are yqu exercising 
yourself sick?” ‘Hey, 
youVe got to be 
kidding,’ wiJI probably 
be your answer Well we 
ai’en't actually, because 
too much of exercise 
does take its toll on the 
body’s mimune system 
and makes one more 
susceptible to illness, 
specially the contagious 
cold.sand flu. 

The situation sounds 
familiar, doesn’t it? 
You*ve trained 
non-stop for three hours 
and the next day you get 
out of bed with a 




HEALTH 


COLUMN 


running nose and a 
headache' That is 
because the body’s 
immunity system 
becomes a bit rusty after 
j a really hard workout, 
j Studies in New Mexico 
.i liave shown that 
bicyclists who rtxle hard 
for two hours, decreased 
their imiuunity by 24%. 
This decrease 
significantly weakened 
their defences and left 
them temporarily 
vulnerable to infections. 

We are talking here of 
‘too much' exercise and 
that again is a relative 




term Fi v e sets of bench 
presses with 110 kgs is 
normal for some, but 
there are people who ai'e 
new to the game. For 
them, that is the 
ultimate level they 
dream of achieving one 
day. 

Even experts are not 
sure as to how much of 
exercise is tcxi much. 

But there is no 
difference of opinion 
over the fact that if the 
fat level in the body falls 
below a certain limit 
(when exercising you are 
actually burning fal^the 


txidy becomes 
susceptible specially' to 
upper respiratory 
infections 

Body fat is one of the 
main agents that keeps 
the immune system in 
good condition. People 
witii a lower amount of 
fat fall sick more 
fi'etjuently than people 
with more fat content in 
them. In men if the body 
fat dips below 8 to 9y. 
they become prone to 
infection 

Here’s how it happens. 
When you exercise you 
are creating stress 
because you are urging 
your body to go all oul. 
Once you are under 
stress the body's 


immune system begins 
to falter. The Ixidy has 
it’s own ai'iny. known as 
the ‘natural killer cells’ 
They are a squad of cells 
that track down and 
destroy infected cells. 
However, two hours of 
really .strenuous exercise, 
that is really demanding 
secs the hormone 
cortisol go up and this 
increase subsequently 
reduces the activity of 
the natural killer cells. 
Severe exercise when 
you push yourself to the 
limit is a form of stress 
and like other forms of 
stress, it has some 
detrimental effects on 
the body. 

Now the question that 


DON 








comes to your mind 
mvtst be whether you 
need to cut back on your 
exercise 

progamme, when 
you’ve taken months to 
reach the level you aie 
at. No. But now that you 
know some of the 
detrimental effects of 
over-exercising you will 
want to take some 
precautions. Here they 


When mm f 
exercisincttiutdibrejl 
8eetoltt«ltyaf«r#f 
wearing clothes that' 
are warm and 
comtortable 
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Hide from germs; After 
strenous exercise there 
seems to be a window of 
vulnerability during 
which there is a greater 
risk of getting infected. 
Researchers are not sure 
how long it lasts (the 
guesses are 1-12 hours) 
Certain viruses thrive 
best on body 
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temperatures slightly 
below the 98.6 degree 
norm. Wai-m clothes 
should be worn so that- 
the temperature does 
not drop below that. 


' Dress in layers: Layer 
one, next to your skin 
should be one that 
absorbs the 

perspiration. Layer two. 
should act as an 
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[ insulator to trap warm 
air. And if you are 
jogging, a wind cheater 
to protect you from the 
wind is a must. You can 
always peel off a layer if 
it gets too warm. In the 
gym, avoid sharing 
water bottles >they are 
proven germ breeders. 
Also keep your hands off 
your eyes and nose, the I 
easiest routes for germs 
to enter the system. 


Munch; People with 
low levels of body fat are 
more susceptible to 
infectons It’s 
recommended that you 
stay several percentage 
.points above the 
minimum. Hey wait, 
this ^oes not give you 
the licence to raid the 
the refridgerator. We 
need not elaborate on the 
effects of cholesterol, do 
we? Whole grains, fruits 
and vegetables are 
energy storehouses for 
the exercisers 


After you go hard, take it 
easy; Don’t let today’s 
accomplishments 
become tomorrow’s 
obligation. Never train 
hard on successive days 
Instead recover with a 
day of rest and/or easy 
exercise. 


Relax: if you are 
worrying about your 
exercise it's inviting 
double stress, because 
exercise itself involves 
stress. So, if you feel run 
down after an exercise 
session don’t fret, relax. 
All you can do is protect 
yourself the best you 
can. Your immune 
system will do the rest. 


OVERDO IT! I 
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W ITH the cream of Indian 
athletes coming from the 
Railways, the Inter Railway 
Athletics Championship always 
attracts more than just passing 
interest National marks have 
been lowered during this meet and 
competition is generally of a very 
high order 

The 56th edition of the Inter 
Railway Championship conducted 
by the Southern Railway at 
Madras from Jan 21 to 23 lived 
up to expectations About 500 
athletes, including around 150 
women from 21 units, took part in 
the three-day meet 
Athletes from Southern 
Railway, as usual, dominated the 
show claiming the overall team 
title easily The men’s team 
garnered 168 points to win the 
Saudi Arabia Gold Cup for the 
fifth year in succession while the 
women s team had a tally of 
130 50 points to win the Knpa 
Naram Cup for the 19th year in a 
row 

Southern Railway’s overall tally 
was thus 298 50 points enough to 
give them the Kaul Gold Cup for 
the overall title- for the fifth year 
111 succession 

The first athlete to put up a 
noteworthy performance was 
Eastern Railway’s Kavita Garari 
On the opening day, she set a new 
meet record of 55 minutes, 08 3 
seconds in winning the 10 km 
walk This set iside her own mark 
of 55 minutes 25 seconds clocked 
last year 

Theothei notable happening on 
the first day was the performance 
of Satkaran Singh of Northern 
Railway in the men s shot put 
With a throw of 17 27 metres, the 
promising young putter pushed 
hot favourite S D Eashan to 
second place Eashan could throw 
the shot only 16 42 metres 
Ram Nivas who won the 5000 
metres on the opening day 
beatmg the more fancied K M 
Suresh to second place completed 
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Kavita Garari: a new meet record 
in the 10km walk in the 
Inter-Railway athletics 
championships 

a double on the second day when 
he won the 1500 metres The 
Western Railway star brushed 
aside the challenge of 
international Bahadur Prasad to 
score a comfortable win 
There was a fascinating duel 
between intematinals Molly 
Chacko and Rosa Kutty, both 
from Southern Railway, in the 
women’s 1500 met -es Rosa had a 
marginal lead but v as unable to 
sustain the pace ana Molly who 
showed excellent judgement in 
accelerating at the right time, 
sped past to finish first Rosa 
ultimately fimshed third, the 
second place gomg to Aparna 
Boyer 

Spnnt queen P T Usha taking 


part in hei first event since the 
Beijing Asian Games last year 
participated only m the 4 x 100 
metre relay in which she anchored 
Southern Railway to an easy 
victory Southern also took the 
4 X 100 metie relay for men 
On the final day, Nalluswami 
Annavi of Southern dominated the 
show The international high 
jumper first cleared the bar at 
2 09 metres He then set the bar at 
2 14 metres and cleared that too, 
breaking his own meet mark of 
2 13' letres set in 1989 
Encoui aged, Annavi then went 
for the national mark of 2 16 
metres, but failed His effort 
however earned him the Marshall 
Tito medal for outstanding 
performance of the meet 
The meet ended with Southern 
Railway completing a sweep of the 
relay events by winning the 








4 X400 for both men and women. 
Their overwhelming superiority 
can be gauged by the fact that, in 
the men’s team event. Northern 
(99 points) finished second—69 
points behind Southern. And in 
the women’s team event. Eastern 
(67.50) finished second—63 
points behind Southern. 

It was only the second time that 
the prestigious meet was being 
^ held outside New Delhi and 
, Southern Railway spared no 
; efforts in making the conduct of it 
a success, including a colourful 
; opening ceremony. 

I Partab Ramchand 


RANCHI 


SShidd Football 


T he Patna Athletic Association 
football team clinched the 
prestigious Governor Shield 
football championship held here 
recently. 

In the tough-contested final 
played at the Shatabdi Stadium, 
Patna defeated Morhabadi 
Football club (Ranchi) by 1-0 The 
solitary goal for Patna was scored 



by Atif in the 18th minute of the 
second half of play. 

Earlier, the first semi-final was 
decided through the tie-breaker 
when Patna Athletic Association 
beat Electricity Board (Ranchi) by 
4-2. In the second semi-final 
Morhabadi Football club defeated 
MECON by a solitary goal by Amit 
in the 15th minute of the second 
half of the match. 

The Patna Athletic Association 
team which won the General 
Shield championship. 


The winners of the 'team of four' 
event receiving the ‘Nideehek 
Cup' from Mr. G. C. Join, 
(Executive Director, SAIL) 
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D r. B. D. CHATTARAJ and D. N. 

Vajshishta lifted the “Firoj 
Qutar Shield”, when they won the 
master’s pair event of the 5th 
Ranchi Edstrict open bridge 
tournament, organised by SAIL 
units sports club, Ranchi. 














Dr B D Chattaiaj and D N 
Vashishta both from SAIL scored 
275 points while M S 
Mukhopadhyay and Dr SS K 
Paul from the same team got 
second place with 274 points 
Sunil Sinha and T P Duttaof 
Milam clubrame third with 271 
points 

In the team ol four event, the 
team of P K Chaudhury, Ajay 
Kumai' (Union club), Sharada 
Singh and Aaim Das (SAIL) 
chiic bed the “Nideshak cup” 
leaving behind the team of Dr T 
K Pratihar(SAIL),SC 
Shnvastav (H E C ), K C Tnpathi 
andD S Sharma (MECON) at 
second place 

Altogether 80 players from 
diffei ent spurts clubs took part in 
this tournament. The Chief Guest 
Mr G C Jam, executive director, 
SAIL gave away the prizes 
Anil Kumar Singh 


CALCUTTA 






A gununlor coaching camp was inaugurated by Mr. Subhas 
Chakravorty, West Bengal Sporto Minister. The camp was 
organised by the Southern Sports Association, under the 
sponsorship of Bharat Petroleum Corporation. The main 
coaches in the camp are Compton Dutta, Shy amai Banerjee and 
Nemai Goswami 


T he Annual Sports of the Centre 
for Special Education, Spastics 
Society of Eastern India was held 
on Sunday 27th Januai”y 1991 
MissV Lakhumalam. Project 
Officer. British Coimcil was the 
Chief Guest 

A hundred and forty-five 
students of the Centre 
participated in the sports which 
started with a march past by the 
nioliilt* students A number of 
events followed m quick 
succession with all the students 
eagerly participating 
One of the important events of 
the day was an excellent 
Bratachan display The efforts of 
ttie children lughhghted the 
training and education that they 
receive in their special school 
Miss Lakhumallani gave away 
the prizes for the sports events 
and various acadmic awards 


Children taking part In the 
Annual Sports of the Spastics 
Soclaw«pf Eastern India 
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RANJI TROPHY ROUNDUP 


NORTH ZONE 


Haryana Basks 


FTERagapof 
■■ four seasons 
SB Haryana 
■niqaJiiied for the 
knocK-out stage of the 
Ran]i Trophy 
chamoionship from 
North Zone along 
with former 
champions, and 
current runner up 
Delhi 

The cancellation of 
the Pakistan tout of 
India early this yeai 



iKTitKll iraiCgi 


Haryana the most as 
the state enjoyed the 
services of the 
best-known playoi 
Kapil Dev in the 
league phase of the 
championhip which 
spread over two 
months, thanks to the 
sudden change of 


Kapil Dev, fresh 
from a hattrick in 
the Asia Cup, 
took over the 
reins of coptoincy 
from Cheton 
Shormo in the key 
motch oMinst 
Delhi..!The 
former Indian 
skipper took 
three for 48, 
while Cheton 
collected five for 
104... 


itinerary by the 
Board of Uontol for 
Cricket in India 
Haryana ended the 
league phase with two 
innings victories, two 
draws and one 
abandoned match 
for a total of 87 points 
from five matches 
Speedster Chetan 
Shai ma led the team 
in the fixtures against 
Himachal and J & K 
Haryana defeated 
HimachaJ by an 
inmngs and 112 1 una 
as Amarjeet Kaypee 
and Rajesh Pun 
slammed centui it s 
Kaypee hit 168, 
while Pun scored 
110 NitinGoelwas 
unfortunate to miss 
his‘ton by a single 
run while Deepak 
Sharma contributed 
85 in Haryana’s 551 
for SIX declared 
Haryana were 
certain to win the 
next match against J 
& K at Jammu where 
miscreants dug up 
the pitch forcing (he 
umpires to award the 
match to Haryana 
with sixteen points 




match between 
Ihinjab and Haryana 
was played eaidy in 
the season and the 
drawn result only 
eased the pressure on 
Delhi which normally 
had to play either of 
the two teams for 
completing their 
engagements This 
tune Delhi played J & 
K, while Haryana 



Chetan Sharma. 1000 
runs and 100 wickets 

took on Services Only 
Punjab were left to 
battle it out With 
Delhi foi then last 
league match 
Kapil Dev, fresh 
from a hat-trick in the 
Asia Gup, took over 
the rems of c^tamey 
from Chetan Sharma 
m the kw match 
agamst Delhi Tlie 
former India captain 
took three for 48 
while Chetan Sharma 
collected five for 104 


as Delhi were all out 
for 316 

The best match was 
against Services in 
which Kapil and 
Chetan Shat ma 
captured mne and 
seven wickets, 
respectively, to fimsh 
their league with a 
resounding victory 

Delhi had scored 
inmngs victories over 
Services and 
Himachal, drew with 
Haryana, defeated 
Punjab and stru gg led 
against J & K with a 
second string ' 

Ajay Sharma, 
discarded by the 
national selectors was 
bent upon improving 
his chances for the 
forthcoming season 
He made 216 against 
Services, 163 not out 
against Himachal, 
missed the match 
agamst Haryana due 
to a ‘stiff neck and 
slammed 130 agamst 
Punjab He was away 
lor the last match 
agamst J & K 
representing North 
Zone m the Duleep 
Trophy 

Jammu and 
Kashmir were 
drubbed by Punjab by 
an mnmgs and 47 
runs The match at 
Dharamshala saw 
Qursharan Singh 
scoring 115 m 
Punjans 468 J & K 
were skittled out for 
166 and 255 m each 
innings 

K.P. VENKAT, New DeM 








The Ultbnate 
Player! 


I T is true that Ivan Lendl has not 
won Wimbledon yet. It is also 
irrefutable that he is no longer the 
No. 1 player in the world. Despite 
all this he should, by and large, be 
a fulfilled man. He is a person who 
has.nurtured his talent all along. 
Complacency is alien to him and 
he has always given the tennis 
world the best of his capabilities. 

True champions can never 
really fade from memory. It is 
because they take both victory and 
defeat in their stride. Men like 
Lendl will always continue to 
remain in high esteem of both 
critics and connoisseurs. 

V. SAMPATH, 

Madras. 


Will We Make It? 


It was heartening to see the 
klndians trying their best against 
the formidable team from 
Holland. It was a good 
opportunity to see Eric Gterets, 
Koeman and of course the 
legendary Bobby Robson. Though 
the scoreline was not in our 
favour we certainly learnt a lot 
from these experienced 
footballers. In the third match the 
Indians definitely played better, 
but then again the visitors were 
too good for us. The PSV 
Eindhoven team played some good 
professional soccer and impressed 
the crowds. We Indians can 
certainly take a lesson or two from 
the visitors on the improved 
techniques of the game. Credit 
should also go to Tata Steel and its 
chairman,Russi Mody for the 
yeoman work they have done in 
promoting the game in India. 
RAJIBMISRA, 

Sambalpur. 


C ONGRATS to David Gower on 
the completion of his 8000 runs 
in cricket. It was a marvelous 
performance by the lefthanded 



course his superb cover drives. 
RABINDRA PANIGRAHI. 
DIBAKARSAHOO, 
HARJSCHANDRA JANI, 
Orissa. 


ASUp 


batsman who has always 
impressed with his stylish 
knocks. He will be remembered in 
cricket history for his stylish 
batting, his cool approach and of 


T his has reference to the article 
written by Suprakash Ghoshal 
on the Asia Cup (Issue 9-15, 

Jan ’00). He had written that 
Azhar’s partnership with 
Tendulkar and Manjrekar was the 
saving grace for the Indians. But 
the fact is that Tendulkar did not 
bat with the Indian captain. Azhar 
came in only after Tendulkar was 
out Even the score card made it 
quite clear that they did not bat 
together. 

In the Reader’s Quiz the 
answer for question 4 was given 
as 1806.1 am not sure as to 
whether there was a Test match 
played in the yeai’ 1806. Though 
the answers were sent by the 
contributor the magazine cannot 
escape responsibility for printing 
the same. Will someone please do 
something? 

B. NATARAJAN, 

Madras. 


Gesture 


K article on cricket written by 
British Prime Minister, 
John Major, after 
witnessing the one-dayers and the 
Tests made good reading. No 
doubt the morale of youngsters 
like Tendulkar, Fraser, and 
Atherton will receive a boost as a 
result of Mr. Majoih interest. 

But in our country the 
politicians do not give a damn 
about sports. Leave alone writing, 
they are never at any matches 
unless they have some ulterior 
motive. Our politicians can 
certainly learn a lesson or two 
from the British premier. If our 
statesmen show some interest in 
the sporting affairs of our- 
country, then we can surely 
benefit from them. 
ARTAMISHRA, 

Cuttack. 



















QUESTIONS 

1 With what sport is the ‘Firestone 
Tournament of Champions’ 
associated? 

2. What does'pick'mean in 
basketball? 

3 Peter Shilton’s 100th 
international match was, in a way, 
an ignominy, for himself and 
England as in that match there 
was a hat-trick against England 
Who got the hat-trick and for 
whom? 

4 Where is the world governing 
body of gymnastics based? 

5 In the historic Oval Test in 1979 
in which Gavaskar scored a 
bnlliant 221, India started their 
second innings needing — runs 
in 500 minutes to win How 
many? 

6 Who captained England in 27 
Tests without ever being asked to 
lead a tour of Australia? 

ANSWERS 

1 Bowling (This is the nchest 
tournament of professional 
bowling) 

2 Stationing oneself so that the 
defensive man guarding the 
ball handler will be unable to 
stay with him. having run into 
the picker 

3 Marco Van Basten for Holland in 

an European Cup group match 
at Dusseldorf on June 15,1988 

4 Switzerland 

5 438 runs 

6 Colin Cowdrey 


One of the many upsets (due 
largely to the very short matches 
necessitated by the huge entry 
unlike the limited field m the 
other years of the 4-year cycle of 
world championships) m the 
Rosenblum Teams m the last 
world championships at Geneva 
was the knockout blow given to 
the star-studded American team 
of Martel (Chip Martel, Lew 
Stansby, Bob Hamman, Bobby 
Wolff, Chuck Burger, Jimmy 
Cayne) by their fellow 
countrymen in the 
pre-quarterfmal round The 
Martel team was leading by 10 
imps with tnree boards to go With 
one to go, they were still 8 up 
This was that fateful board - 

NOBTH(dunimy) 

' Q 10 9 6 5 
'074 
<a Q 9 8 4 2 
WEST EAST 


WEST 

e K J 7 6 
' J 
A J 10 
A K J 7 6 


# 8 5 4 2 
*K 8 2 
J9 8 2 
< 10 5 3 

SOUTH 

„ A Q 10 9 3 
' A 7 4 3 
^ K 6 5 3 

* - 


In the Open Room, multiple 
world champion Wolff, South 
opened one hean, West doubled, 
North raised to four hearts, 
passed round to West, who 
doubled again At the other table. 


Kem Shuman, playing the same 
contract &om the North seat had 
an easier time and made her 
contract. Against Wolff, West led 
the club king. Wolff ruffed, played 
a diamond to the queen, ruffed a 
club, CEushed spade ace discardmg 
a diamond from dummy, led spade 
queen, covered and ruffed, took a 
club ruff, and led the spade ten to 
ruff out the jack Another club 
ruff with the ace as East sluffed 
his last spiade, left - 

NOfiTHfdummy) 

< Q 10 9 

' 7 

4b Q 

WEST EAST 

♦ 7 ♦ - 

' ’ J ♦K 8 2 

O A J 9 8 

♦ A 

SOUTH 
9 3 

r _ 

C K 6 5 

♦ - I 

Now when the spade mne was 
played, throwing dummy’s last 
diamond. East ruffed and 
returned a diamond for dummy to 
ruff At trick ten, dummy exited 
with t he club queen to West’s ace 
Now m the 2-card ending, with 
the trump queen-ten in dummy. 
West led the diamond ace and the 
moment of truth had arrived Did 
East have the king or the jack? 
Wolff misguessed, ruffing with 
the queen to lose 12 imps, the 
match and the championship 
Swrtanu CliOM 









































The facts: First leg of Satellite 
cbampjonsbips in Bombay: Vladi¬ 
mir Gabrichidze beats Leander 
Paes. 6-4,6-3. in final 

Second leg in Cochin: Paes loses 
to Alois Buest in the first round. 

Third leg in Bombay: Paes loses 
to Oabriohidze, 6-0, 6-4 in final. 

The Master's championship. in 
Indore: Pass defeats Gabrichidze 
in semi-final, 6-7(8-10), 6-1, 6-3. 

Wins the final against Massimo 
Valeri 0-6, 7-5, 6-2. 

Hence, in his first Satellite 
series on the pro drcuit , Fees 
emerges suooe^fvd. A winner. 


y mind is 
strong now’. 
The voice is 
confident, the 
black eyes are 
widen^ in 
emphasis, the 
hands are expressive. Leander 
Paes sits in his blue Lotto track 
suit in an air conditioned office 
and conveys a look of sheer 
energy. The restlessness in his 
movements, the constant shifting 
about while sitting, the eyes 
wandering all over the room and 
the distinctive voice, part kid, part 
adult and fiill of nervous 
excitement. 

He leads an exciting life now. He 
is easily recognised when he 
travels in his home dty of 
Calcutta. He has quite a few 
female admirers. And his talk is 
peppered with: That was when I 


was in Melbourne’ and ‘I had just 
returned from Beijing then’.‘I 
bought this in Hongkong’ and ‘I 
promise to take you guys out for 
lunch when I return from 
Bangkok.’ Sxirely such talk will 
kindle the envy of any other 
seventeen-year-old. Paes now 
gives an impression of inexorable 
confidence. Youth and intense 
energy mixed with success can 
create a strong momentum. He 
expects to go places. 

That was what he said at the 
beginning of this article when 
asked about his future prospects: 
‘My mind is strong now. 1 feel 
good. It was a very good learning 
experience, playing in this 
Satellite tournament. It was the 
first time that I was plajring in a 
pro tournament. I knew most of 
the players but I had not seen 
them play. But I had trained hard 
and after this championship, I 
have noticed that my ground 
strokes have improved , my 
angles are sharper and I have a 
good temperament. ’ 

But it was his duels with 
Vladimir Gabrichidze (now 
ranked 216 on the ATP computer) 
that fascinated him. ‘This guy was 
amazing. 1 have never seen a 
player, except of course in the top 
league, emit so much of 
confidence and assurance. When 
he was leading, he was so full of 
assurance that it was amazing. 
And he hit the ball so hard I had 
some difficulty in tackling it.’ 

Paes is a serve and voUey player 
and he has some difficulty in 
playing on clay. Hie natural game 
was curbed to a large extent. But 
he still managed to reach the final 
of the first leg at Bombay where 
Gabrichidze knocked him out. 
About Cochin, in the second leg, 
he said, ‘I don’t want to make 
excuses, but I had a tom stomach 
muscle. It is a recurring problem 
and it ocxiurs because of my 
peculiar service action. So I lost to 
Alois Buest in the first round.’ He 
had one week to recover. He put 
ice packs on his stomach all the 


time, did gentle yoga exercises 
and was quite fit after a week. 
Again, he met Gabrichidze in the 
third leg at Bombay and lost 0-6, 
4-6. 

By now, his mind was ticking. It 
was time to use a new strategy. 
There was no thought of despair. 
Or of feeling a loss of confidence 
because he had lost to Gabrichidze 
twice. No, the thought was: ‘This 
guy could be beaten, but there has 
to be a different strategy. One 
cannot use the serve and volley 
game against him.' 

In Indore, in the semi-finals of 
the Masters championships, Paes 
met Gabrichidze again. But this 
time he changed his strategy. 
Rather than serve and attack the 
net immediately, he stayed back 
and slugged it out from the 
baseline. 

Endless rallies were played this 
way and a surprised Gabrichidze 
did not know what hit him. By the 
time he had recovered from the 
shock, Paes had waltzed away 
with the match. The score: 6- 7. 
( 8 - 10 ) 

(a string broke during this 
tie-break and Paes had to use a 
new, unfamiliar racket), 6-1,6-3. 

Later, in the final, he was also 
two points away from defeat in the 
second set but recovered to beat 
Massimo Valeri. 0-6, 7-5,6-2. 

‘I had the killer-instinct' he said, 
‘I discovered that I had an 
enormous determination to win. 
And by refusing to give up, by 
keeping on challenging myself, I 
was able to win both these vital 
matches. It was thrilling.’ 

A digression here: Why on earth 
didn’t he take part in the juxiior 
tournament of the recently 
concluded Australian Open? His 
reply: ‘I am moving off to the 
senior league. There was no point. 
I needed to play in these SateUite 
championships in order to get 
ATP points. But more than that, 
the final of the Masters 
championships coincided with the 
Australian Open and hence I cotild 
not take part.’ 
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Leancler Paes emerges 
confident and raring to go 
a fter his successful debut in 
the pro-cii‘Cuit 


Le^nder Paes has shown aa . ty . 
iin-lndian like behaviour when, hfi 
fought back and defeated 
Gabrichidsse and later, Massimo 
Valeri. It was strange because we 
Indians cave in so easily. But 
perhaps there is hope that this 
new generation of tennis players, 
growing up in independent and 
prosperous India, have a different 
attitude to life. Paes seems to 
exemplify that. He seems headed 
for greater success. But then 
suddenly there is a sobering 
thoiight: Once upon a time 
Ramesh Krishnan was also jiinior 
Wimbledon champion but where is 
he now? 

Shevlin Sebastian 


Mind 


trong 



















DULEEP TROPHY FINAL 


Tall Scores And 


T HI 1W‘K) 41 

Iluhtp rtophy 
fin il })lavf*d 
ttii ntlv at 
Krr 11 in Stafliiiin 
I imslif clpui onceaf?am 
tui tufl out to hr the 
s itiii old stoi \ of tall 
sf oi*- s on a plaf^id tiack 
wl u h ( nabltd Ihf 
matoiityof tlic>batsnitn 
to t ikt advantaffe of the 
s1u{Kfyinf> lackijf 
thi list iiithf bowhxif? in 
oui d iinostic (irc le 
la iding a side witli at 
least four playeison the 
sic k list the North /one 
skipfiei Kapil Dev mubt 
ha\ i b( f n tempted to put 
Wc st Aiiie 111 to bat on a 
pitc h that f ad bomr 
grass left on it But as it 


turned out the piteli 
was baeically slow and 
thf West Zone sea mtrs 
made an elaboi ate joke 
of utilising the 
conditions 

Interestingly maybe in 
his youthful 
enthusiasm the one 
bowlfci who made the 
batsmeii play on the 
opf nmg day was Sachin 
Tendulkar while 
experienced Raju 
Kulkat ni Hashid Pate 1 
and C he tan Mankari 
proved absolutely 
innoc uou*^ 

Though A jay ladcja 
("> 1) pr ovidcd some 
spaikk to an opening 
stand of 45 i uns with 
Raman Lamba it w.is 


Though Ajoy Jadejo 
provide some 
sporkle to on 
opening stand of 95 
runs with Roman 
Lombo, it was the 
latter who, in 
compony with his 
Delhi teammate 
Manoj Probhakar, 
grobbed the 
opportunity to 
emphasize his 
prowess in the 
domestic high 
scoring battles... 


the latter whom 
(ompany with hib Delhi 
teammate Manoj 
Pi abh ikar grabbed the 
oppor 1 unity to 
emphasirc hispiowess 
indomeblK high 
scoring battles 
Lamba (IKt)) who 
batted with 
pc I Si v( I me t and 
Pt ibhakai fl 1 ?)who 
was mot ( ( nft 1 pi isiiig 
put u}j i r uii St tond 
WK k< 1 slanii wliu h was 
the cc'i IK rsUmi ofNoitl 
/one s huge lot il of 7 '4 
of! 1 1 ov IS A 
iplt nclid innings of 46 
bv K I’ Bh isk u was the 
otht I II Ill ukible 
loituii of thi North 
/oik iiiiiiiigs wink on 
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rayed Tempers 


the third day Kapil with 
his brilliaxit batting 
lifted the game ti om 
mundane dimensions to 
sublime heights 
West Zone who not 
only have a ti adition of 
strong batting linf ups 
and also have some 
expel tise in chasing 
mammoth totals tixik 
then campaign 
philosophically Ravi 
Shastii 1 152) and San)d\ 
Majickar (105 
brilliantly boic tlu 
brunt ol Noith /oni s 
nt w ball attac k find put 
on 201 1 uns for the 
sec out! wu ket In tti ms 
of ac sthctic delight 
while Sh istr 1 s knex k 
vcasciidtic Miniitkais 


innings was compact 
and flawless After 
Shdstri 8 disnns&al it 
was Dilip Vciigsai kai 
(114) who played a 
number of atti active 
st r okes 

The North West 
11 valr > sc emc d to be 
hotting up on the lot ith 
day with West itplyiiig 
well to Noith s 
challenge The North 
Zone tKjw ler s wt r c 
wdinc d against luntung 
on to the wic kc t and 
lutimidatoiy bow ling 
(paiticularly 
Piabhakai) ( lose 
d< c isions bv the umpiies 
le d one of tlu umpii c>s 
he mg openly abused b\ 
the West Zone skippc i 


and later a yer bal duel 
between Vengsarkar 
and Kapil 

West Icxiked well set to 
Cl OSS Nor th s total when 
they 1 eat hed 352 for ^wo 
wickets but within a 
span of 57 1 uns lost 
Man irekai Sat Inn 
lendulkai andVinod 
Kambh tobt 409 foi five 
and then dieam of 
beating Nor tli after five 
c onsc t utn e dc feats 
looked almost shattered 


Looks like a fencing 
bout, but actually Rashid 
Patel and Raman Lamba 
duelling with a bat and a 
stump in the middle of 
the pitch in Keenan 
Stadium Jamshedpur 


Ultimately they did 
make 501 but it was not 
enough to meet North s 
challenge 

Howpvei an 
unsavoui y incident 
man ed the excitement 
of the final day when 
two players openly 
brawled on the field to 
the shocking 
discomfiture ol 
thousands of =pectatoi s 
The atmosphei e at orit e 
became tense and play 
had to bt abandtincvl 
with North 59 for no 
loss II then scjcond 
innings 

The incident was the 
outcome ot gi owing 
tension between the two 
teams right ti om the 
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Kapil Dev in full flow 

first day. On the final 
day, all of a sudden, the 
West Zone medium 
pacer Hashid Patel, who 
had been called for a 
no-ball, picked up a 
stump and went 
cliarg'ing at Lamba who 
had reportedly made 
some displeasing 
remarks and was also 
seen intimidating Patel 
with his bat. 

in fact, a controversy 
about the bowlers from 
both sides overstepping 
onto the wicket had been 
causing some bitterness 
among the players from 

A policeman who got 
injured when 
brickbatting began in the 
stands following the 
Patel>Lamba fracas 



day one On the final 
day, when the ugly 
incident erupted, 
reports had it that Patel 
deliberately ran on to 
the wicket, prompting 
Lamba to warn him. 

Patel lost his temper, 
pulled up a stump, and 
beat Lamba repeatedly, 
while Lamba attempted 
to retaliate. 

Whatever tlie 
provtxjation might have 
been, the players 
concerned should have 
complained to the 
umpires instead of 
taking the law into their 
own hands. Most people, 
including the Board 
president Madhav Rao 
Scindia, were of the 
opinion that stem action 
should be taken against 
the erring players. 

A C or raapondant, J w i w hadpur 


SANTOSH GHOSH 
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This young fellow s 
turning out to be quite an 
allrounder! Sachin 
Tendulkar turns his arm 
over for West Zone...he 
eventually had just one 
wicket to show from his 
37 overs in North s first 
innings 
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Raman Lamba, who 
holds the record for the 
highest score in Duleep 
Trophy competition 
(320), helped himself to 
another 180 runs in the 
first innings 


Manoj Prabhakar made 
merry in the first Innings 
with a confident 143 














Shiny Wilson (n 


will she surviv< 



m solitude and at 
unearthly hours 
of the morning are 
always hard They get 
even toughei when 
youiegiossly 
ovei weight and hoping 
to make a comeback 
And even more so when 
you ve left your 
foui month old 
daughter alone in bed 
Yet Shiny Wilson (nee 
Abraham) is ready to 
endure all this Having 
married national 
swimmer Wilson 
Cherian at the peak of 
her athletic careei 
Shiny then sat out a year 
of competitive athletics 
to have their child Now 
with baby Elizabeth 
safely delivered this 
talented athlete is 
embaiking on the long, 
hard road to making a 
comeback 
It was to meet this 
person that I headed for 
the University Ground 
one sleepy morning in 
Trivandrum Hereto 
cover the Nehru Cup 
football, one heard that 
Shiny was traming 
every morning 

Can India look forward to 
great sporting feats from 
this little girl? ^e 
certainly has the right 
genes 








BACK, MANIA 


braham) is all si^ to make a comeb^k after havin g her baby. But 
he odds and make it back to her former alorv in athletics ? 



How is Shiny going to 
find time for her chlid...a8 

well as her athletics? 

Naturally, one was very 
keen on finding: out 
what she felt about her 
chances 

As luck would have it, 
Shiny didn’t turn up 
that morning But a 
young woman athlete 
was kind enough to tell 
me where she was 
staying She also added 
“if you want to meet 
Shmy, you better hurry 
as she will be leaving for 


Delhi in a few hours 1 
made a hurried exit to 
Pandit Colony Her 
residence 

A short taxi ride later I 
was there, bumping into 
heaps of packed luggage 
as I tried to catch 
someone’s eye Finally 
one person noticed this 
stranger and looked 
querymgly in my 
direction “Shiny" I said, 
smce the local dialect 
was Greek to me But it 
was enough Asimle 
flashed at once, and a 
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hand help up asking me 
to wait 

And then, there she 
was herself Harried and 
ruffled—time was 
runmng out and things 
still had to be 
packed —but ever 
gracious “Sorry I can’t 
offer you a chair, sir, 
since they’ve all been 
packed for Madras”, she 
said,8nulmg Madras'? 
“Yes, that’s where 
Wilson IS He’s been 
transferred there", she 
replied And then went 
















on to explain how 
Wilaon had asked for 
this transfer since, 
having completed the 
NIS diploma course with 
the highest marks, he 
was keen on assisting 
the Railways swimming 
coach Mukundan. 

Inviting me into the 
bungalow. Shiny went 
on “I intend to rent out 


evident. How was she 
going to tackle that 
problem? 

Six months is what 
Shiny estimates it will 
take her to get back in 
top shape. And judging 
from reports about how 
seriously she went about 
her first few days of 
training at the South 
Centre of the NIS, 
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The next step isn’t so 
simple however. 
Motivating herself to 
endure the hardship of 
attempting to shed all 
that weight and regain 
her form. The pain. The 
loneliness. The 
boredom. All these will 
combine to drag her 
down. As will the 
decision about the man 
at the helm, if it doesn’t 
agree with her. “I don’t 
know who will be the 
coach at Bangalore, but 
I'd like to train under 
Sriram Singh", 
confesses Shiny. 

Whoever it eventually 
turns out to be, there is 
no denying that the 
toughest hurdle in 
Shiny’s path is her 
self-motivation. Having 
achieved almost 
everything she had set 
out to do, what is there 
for her to come back for? 
She smiles her mystical 
smile and says “The 
400m’’. With her 
nemesis—P.T. 

Usha—having hung up 
her spikes, this lady 
now wants to try her 
hand at the one event 


NIKHIL HHATTACHARYA 


The proud mama shows 
OTherdaughter 
Elizabeth while a 
photograph of the 
Wilsons on their wedding 
day provides the 
backdrop 

my house...and the 
money which I’ll receive 
for my feats in the 1989 
Asian Track and Field 
Meet will help me do 
some expansion work in 
my house” Noticing me 
look around at the 
relatively accomodative 
features, she hurriedly 
added “I i-eally need it". 

Shrugging off the 
domestic turn our 
conversation was 
taking. I asked her 
about her plans for a 
comeback. The excess 
weight—about six or 
seven kilos—was very 


Bangalore, that’s all it 
will take. If further 
proof of her 

determinai(.ion is needed, 
it comes in the shape of a 
full-time maidservant 
employed by the Wilsons 
to take care of little 
Elizabeth while her 
mother hits the tartan 
track. Fortunately, 
Wilson, who has ^ways 
been encouraging her to 
get back in shape for the 
ATF meet, is full of 
support and hasn’t 
adopted a typically 
chauv inistic attitude 
about Shiny having to 
look after the baby 
herself. Something 
which has encouraged 
Shmy enough to ask her 
boss for special leave 
and pack her bags for 
Madras. 




(hubby Wuso'i Ciieria-' 
ha* fTiovod on',0 
coaching the Railways 
swimmers. Shiny wih 
have to struggle hard to 
egain tier pi&-pregnancy 
leve' of fArif ss 



Shiny 
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and rivalry 


she has never won ‘My 
emphasis will now be on 
the 400m and the dream 
of getting either the 
gold or silver in the 
forthcoming Asian 
Track and Field will be a 
great achievemei it”, is 
how she explains her 
ambition 

If anyone, Slurry can 
do it too Thegnm 
determination she has 
displayed over the years. 


and which shows on her 
face evervtime she runs, 
leaves no doubt that she 
can clock competitive 
times in the long sprint 
In fact, her tixmng of 
52 6attheie89ATF 
was inferior only to 
Usha’s while a 
career-best of 11 9 in the 
100m proves her 
mtnnsic speed Yet, 
there is always the 
lingering doubt Can she 


overcome 
motherhood—^like 
Mercy Kuttan did and 
Reeth Abraham is 
doing—and drive herself 
hard enough? “I have 
the will power”, is the 
confident reply 

Ironically, it is the one 
person whose absence 
motivates Shiny to try 
the event that she will 
miss the most Usha j 
While Usha’s retirement j 
gpves her the i 

much-wanted 
opportunity, it also 
denies her the 
companionship and 
competition that will 
motivate her “I 
remember when Usha 
was training alone she 
didn’t like it one bit’, 
recalls Shiny, going on 
to add ’’You ne«l to be 
pushed to a better 
performance And I, 
being her friend and 
rival, the intense 
competition was always 
there” 

Shiny however doesn’t 
grudge her fnend for 
calling it quits As she 
explains “the decision 
Usha took to retire from 
the athletics scene was 
niagnanimouB What 
else could she crave for*? 
She has everything” 

Well, Shmy, you are in 
the same boat You have 
a lovely daughter You 
have a hne husband 
And you have a beautiftQ i 
home m Tnvandnun’s j 
Pandit Colony What 
more could you ask for*^ 
Life, after all, is about 
making sacrifices Very 
rarely is it that we get | 
everything we want i 

Shiny Wilson looked 
up and said “perhaps in 
what you said there is 
somethuig to ponder 
about Well, tune will 
tell” Having said that, 
she broke into an 
embarrassed smile and 
took my leave The baby 
wascrymg % 




I Having lost his first two 

I comeback races, is Johnson the 
I force he once was? 



T he issues 

surrounding a 
race lasting 
five-and-a-half- 
seconds or 
approximately 
22 strides at the 
Hamilton Spectator 
Indoor Meet on January, 
11 .was less about the 
return of a discredited 
champion than the 
future of the sport itself. 
Because a man named 
Ben Johnson is 
apparently a victim of a 
sport that is also 
walking the tightrope of 
credibility. 

The myth, that 
steroids provide gain 
without pain, dies hard. 
Despite warnings from 
physicians, some 
athletes believe that 
steroids can be taken 
safely and most of them 

Ben Johnson’s Role of 
Honour at the 
Metropolitan Track and 
Field Club, Toronto 


72 




















"Johnson is not going to be able to 
run as fast as he ran before...lf I 
thought he coukJ do that without 
steroids, why would I have given 
him drugs in the first place,” 
forecasted Francis 









"My aim is to run fast. Win, and 
break the world records. I’m ready 
to go.”~Johnson 


are determined to outwit 
the teste Some of them 
are using so-called 
masking agents, 
chemicals that muddle 
test results to control 
steroid use While others 
have turned from 
synthetic substances to 
human growth 
hormones which are 
virtually impossible to 
detect Despite random 
year round tests being 
carried out on athletes 
and other sportsmen, 
steroid use is on the 
rampa^ and there is 
little that can be done 
about it 

Ben Johnson’s return 
signals his rehabilitation. 


but the hnk between 
sports and steroids 
continues to be as 
pervasive today as 
before his fall 

George Francis, 
Johnson’s former coach 
forecasted, “Johnson is 
not going to be able to 
run as fast as he ran 
before He will run 
world class times, but 
will he break records’ If 
1 thought he could do 
that without steroids, 
why would I have given 
him drugs m the first 
place ’’ 

In sharp contrast to 
Francis’ outburst, 
Johnson’s new coach 
Loren Seagrave finally 


spoke to the media, but 
was very conservative m 
his estimation of 
Johnson’s chances, 
“Don’t expect too much 
from Ben ’’ 

“I’m not here to lose,’’ 
Johnson told reporters 
after his final workout a 
day before the first race 
“I’ve been traming hard 
too for this moment I’m 
psyched Fm ready I 
think I can handle these 
guys with no problem at 
all ’’ 

In the meantime 
Francis had gone on to 
accuse the organisers of 
taking advantage of his 
former charge He said 


the organisers were, 
“kicking Ben when he’s 
down.They jumped him, 
they’ve Imed up three of 
the best US mdoor guys 
from the last two seasons, 
who would even run for 
nothing ’’ 

But this didn’t seem to 
worry Johnson too 
much because he said, 
“My aim is to run fast 
Win, and break the 
world records I’m ready 
togo ’’ 

Although Smith, the 
meet director, did admit 
that they were relying 
on the media hype and 
had to a certain extent 
taken advsuitage of 


Smith, the Hamilton meet 
director, said, "Johnson’s treading 
a tightrope and we’re waiting to 
see if he fails.” 



Johnson with eosch 
Lorsn Ssagravs (right) 
facss the prass and a 
barrage of questions as to 
why no lost the first race 
at Hamilton 



































Johnson, he was still 
pessimistic about the 
outcome of the race. 
“Johnson’s treading a 
tightrope and we’re 
waiting to see if he falls." 
Smith said. "If he can’t 
win a short distance like 
this, he’s dead in the 
water before he starts. 
One metre could 
separate a first and a 
fifth. Imagine the effect 
on Johnson’s morale if 
he’s last." 

C URIOSITY hung in 
the bitter cold air at 
Ontario. 

Anticipation enveloped 
almost every Canadian 
sports fan. “What does 
he look like?” They 
asked. “How will he do?” 

A capacity crowd of 
17.050 turned up, 
braving the worst 
blizzard of the winter to 
see the return of the 
prodigal son. 

And Johnson, hardly 
a showman, tmwittingly 
added to the sense of 
expectancy by preparing 
for two hours in full 
view of the spectators. 
No preening peacock 
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ever denuuaded more 
i^ttention than the green 
tracksuited figrure of 
Ben Johnson. 

Although Johnson 
claimed that his weight 
was unchanged from the 
iU fated Seoul Olympic 
final, changes were 
noticable. The upper 
body bulk had 
disappeared and he 
looked taller. 

When the race was 
announced and the 
participants were being 
introduced,the cheer for 
Ben Johnson was so 
loud that the 
announcement couldn’t 
be heard. It seemed as if 
the spectators were 
already sure of the 
outcome—Ben Johnson 
would win or had 
already won in their 
minds. 

Two false starts by 
Darren Council and 



Although Johnson claimed that his 
weight was unchanged from the 
ill-fated Seoul Olympic final, 
changes were noticable. The 
upper body bulk has disappeared 
and he looks taller.... 


Andre Cason challenged 
Johnson’s power of 
oonoentration and when 
the gun finally went off 
for the fourth time, he 
failed to find his 
customary early 
advantage. 

Trailing badly after 4 
strides he was making 
up on lost ground at the 
35 meter mark but it 
was too late. He came in 
second with a timing of 
5.77 secs. After the race 
he said, "I got caught on 
the blocks and I started 
to make up ground too 
late.” It looks like 
Smith’s words had come 
true. 

Who was the man who 
beat Johnson? It was 
Daren Council, a drug 
enforcement officer with 
the Florida Police 
Department. A very low 
key man, he said. 
“Johnson has 





tremendous pressure on 
him and it’s going to take 
s lot of hard work, hut 
that pays off. I cant say 
whether he will ever be 
No. 1 again but that will 
be a factor.” 

A few d^s later at 
another indoor meet in 
Los Angles, Johnson 
was beaten once again 
this time by American 
Andre Cason. And by 
god the same 
problem—slow off the 
starting blocks. And 
this was Johxison's 
strong point before the 
Seoul disgraoe.John8on 
clocked 5.74 secs,03 
secs faster than at 
Ontario. Although his 
timings are improving 
he is still clinging to 
that second place. The 
only sour note was the 
criticism of the track by 
his coach who said. “The 
lanes were about three 
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No preening peacock ever 
demanded more attention than the 
green tracksuited figure of Ben 
Johnson 


inch^ narrower than 
the typical indoor lane 
which should measure 
42 inches." 

But Johnson’s coach 
Seagrave has put things 
into perspective, “The 
one thing I want to 
stress, with ail the 
media hype, this ain’t 
the world 

championships, folks. 
That’s what we are 
pointing at—Tokyo in 
August. That’s the real 
focus for this season. 
Hamilton and Los 
Angles were the first 
few races in a long time 
and they were just the 
first few steps in a path 
up the mountain.” 

It remains to be seen if 
Johnson can manage 
those pre-1988 feats, 
now that he running on 
empty. 
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Witt: Groat shoJ 


PRIVATE 
EYE m 


WE LOOK ^ 
WHERE 
WE'RE NOT 
SUPPOSED TO! 



The GazzaWay 

D oes this look tike the oicture of a man who has 
just told the photographer to f—off? No. Paul 
Gascoigne is all smiles here, ftie England soccer 
ace’s leather jacket with the fur collar was totally 
out of place among the blazer brigade at the 
International Boat Show recently. 

“I’m Just looking around, not buying,” joked 
Gazza as he slipped behind the wheel of a sleek 
Mohawk Speed boat at Earl’s Court London. But 
Gazza, whose recent tantrums have landed him in 
hot water was furious when cameramen gathered 
around to click. He told them to—off. But he still 
managed a smile when the flash bulbs went off. 




COLD AS ICE 


Madly in Love 

K atarina WITT, the German ice skater 
must be one of the most exotic women in 
sport. Exciting passions has always been a 
central part of the lady’s repertoire. At 
Wimbledon.last year she sat as Boris Becker’s 
guest in the players’ box. When asked to clarify 
his relationship with Witt, Becker cracked his 
only joke for the la.st eight months. “Witt,” he 
asked, “Isn’t that the one who does all those 
things on ice?” 

Witt has obviously had her share of admirers 
but she surely didn’t bargain for Harry Veltraan 
III, a 46-year-old from California. Witt is 
presently touring America with an ice show co- 
starring Brian Boitano. During her “Springtime 
Ballet” solo, Veltman threw a bundle of letters on 
to the ice; bundles containing reams and reams of 
demented sexual ramblings. And what did he get 
in return? He was kept at Denver’s General 
hospital on a “mental health hold” and then taken 
to jail. 

All we have to say is Viltman obviously overdid 
it, but he sure was right when it came to spotting 
beauty. Mad, he sure aint! 
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I N cricket be was not 
particularly known for long 
marathon innings though 
bis grit skill and technical 
excellence have given him 
immortality But in life Professor 
0 V Deodhar s long steady and 
unbeaten spell entered its 
landmark year as he celebrated 
his 99th hiithday on January 14 
to become the Pitamaha of 
Indian cricket A man who is 
undoubtedly our last link to 
those vintage years when 
cricket in this country took 
root grew and soon flourished 
to yield many a legend of which 
Prof Deodhar himself is such an 
integral pail Belated happy 
returns for January 14 Prof 
Deodhar 
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T he fittest man in world 
sport has so long been the 
most eligible bachelor 
around too But now life 
changeth, as Jahangir Khan 
married young and beautiful 
Ceemi Jawaid to settle down to 
an allogether new 
experiMCO—far puieter and 
more romanbc than the tierce 
hastilitias of the squash courts 









T 06ETHER then three 
gentlemen represent a 
deadly German 
erarmachine; Lothar 
Matthaeus, Andreas Brehme and 
Jurgen Klinsmann. And for those 
who have the money power to 
hire their services, they are like 
a package deal guaranteed for 
success—as we can now see 
bow Inter Milan is cashing richly 
on the trio’s allied firepower. 

The team ended January 
leading the prestigious Italian 
League; ahead of Juventus, AG 
Milan and Napoli. 
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OT a fashion parade, 
but a congre^ion of 
taient, ambition and 
diehard 
perseverence—Steffi Graf 
(middle), Monica Seles and 
lAartina Navratilova. They began 
January as the first second and 
third top players of women's 
tennis. However, if that dry. 


^eing, grin on the left looks a 
little out of place in diis 
gathering of youth, well, that is 
that. For, the lady still seems to 
have such an ineihaustible 
reserve of strength and 
willpower left in her that 
success still remains far away 
from saturation point... 
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-1K ‘-jriaiuflani iu&idM tbe 
iHplMuKw of tha (kdf 
''•ijtf... X . (Aunoed upon a 
iaaMU a 0 wa item tucked 
nwiay in the eporte 
]M(B!e.. The headline of 
Che item »ad, ‘Marado¬ 
na to retirs’. What wm 
j^qialiing' waa not ^ 
fact that he was retiring 
(he.is going 30). but the 
fkct that his retiranent 
did not make news. And 
to top it all, the eoooer 
I wizard had to depart 
with a bitter taste. 

‘Tve finally made up 
my mind afUm a talk 
with my parents. I can¬ 
not continue this way. 
Ehrezyone is against ms. 
The club ofRcisds (Napo¬ 
li). the disciplinary oom- 
mittes and even the 
Press. Everyone is 
against me." Caortainly 
not the siimatare 
tune to whi^ the 
gresteet ptayer of tlds 
deoade ahould be mak. 
ing hia last bow, 

He has always tiemi a 
marked man for 
ooacdiee. spectators and 
the Press. A Tniwinder- 
Btood genius. In 1973. 
Cesar Menoti was of 
the opinicm that he . was 
*too yoimg to play’ ^ 
the Argentine team. If 
you’re good, you*ve nev¬ 
er too young. Four years 
later. MenotU oould not 
hold, the reins any km- 
ger and put him on the 
field. He was -under sur- 
veiUanoe right from the. 
start, and the opposiag 
teams had their best de¬ 
fenders covering him. 
He was brutally hacked 
4h>wn, he reiterated and 
was sent off. He was 
again oriticiBed. 

; 4!)om01986, in Meodoo, 
the transformation was 
marked. With the added 
reaponaibUi^ of a oap- 
tcd^ band round his 
r^ght hand and BUardo’s 
Xittmense troMi. ha went 







on to prove tlud, here 
was AiUiUed potential. 

On the way he had to 
meet with defenders 
who tmd just one stand¬ 
ing Instruction. ‘Use any 
tactic, but don^ let 
get away with the ball.’ 
The picture &r Marado- 
na, the tormented 
genius writhing and 
moaning in pain was a 
spectacle that was com¬ 
mon in every match. No 
one complained. Not 
even Maradcma. ite kept 
his cool, at times 
pleadingly looked to-. 
wards the r^eree witii 
tears in his eyes, asking 



him if this u^idihiQtball. 
No one objBOtad edian he 
was kicksd, manhand¬ 
led, and at times attaidc- 
ed vdth unmasked bru¬ 
tality. That was liot 
hews. 

Agaihst England hd 
got his hand to the baU.. 
the now infkmous 'hand 
of God’ and once again 
he was criticised and 
blacklisted. 

Here was a man, a 
small figure, who with 
his skill and ingenuity 
tore apart the best de¬ 
fences in the wwld. And 
who, because of his skiU 
and ittgmuity. became 
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jieifl ^ <UH tJUo A poUcylioldet^ 


\es I am insured Mv papa has 
bought me I IC’s Jeevan kishor 
Policy It's a nen plan specially 
made for little children like me 
So, vs hen I grow up. I’ll get a 
lot of money and betome a big 
man like my papa 

Why not bu\ a Jeevan kishor 
Policy for your children foo'*’ 
And make their dreams come 
true 

For further details, t ontac t the 
nearest L/C branch office or 
your agent or development 
officer. 


Jeedan Kishor 


m 

fXft Jnsurance 
Corporotion of Jndia 
34 years in the business of life. 



















“No one cUyuhts your 
greatness, Alexander!But then, 
you only faced armies 
No flight hold-ups, 
no custom checks.” 



..,^>«=r.^»bcreverone*<h. 


ThcNVO'*' 


couriers. 


.'<K Yp.ih ()ff M. Vas^^.iriji Road. Moot. Aud'ixn t ['.).Bomha\ 4Q0 0S9. 


AvenuesSC:606’90 
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SAURAV 

BANGULY 

Another extraordinary 
talent of Indian cricket 
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PRIME 

CANDIDATE 

V. ANAND MOVED INTO THE LAST EIGHT STAGE OF THE WORLD 
CANDIDATES CHESS. CAN HE GO ALL THE WAY? 













MORAAVA 


















VOICES 




play gf iu Th^ywfiwtllolnyte 


MONICA SELES. lAvtof 
AuMntan Open vfcibry. 


“All I've heard for weeks is Ben 
Johnson and his comeback. 
What I haven’t heard from him is 
an apology for the damage he 
has done to our sport. I don't 
want to be part of the Johnson 
circus. The only thing we can do 
as athletes is to go out and beat 
him when we eventually race 
him.’’ 

LINFORD CHRISTIE, on Ben 
Johnson 








perteefloR. AfNllMiink t ceA 
reePh IL toUknowthpttcenl 

be number PM fmever.* 

S1£FFI(3^^ tooks^ the 
cry^l baft a weekbefoce the 
.Au8tmifan{^»en. 

wacn'tevan epniempiBtiiig 
gatOnge chance In Adatahle. 
Hadn’t even given KathoiigM. 
. Slaveamf notgpkK^ 




iny it|^ oRthetour cff Wtoet 
Mdias and VMHimaMngenough 
ninab> 9 atcin #M» 

MARK WAUCH. Minbrotherof 
- Sieve Waucfh, af^he reptaoed 
Steve fbr hN med^Test 
appearwice, mainsi England. 




‘It is a professional game, f treat 
Mark as just any other player.” 

A morose STEVE WAUGH, after 
losing his place to his brother. He 
was dropped for the first time after 
42 Tests 


*nrhara4aiio|htiig M hargama 
Siat leaotiaa'aeipea'llia nal am 
Mialcaa you. Mbh Slalfl tha 


dial couMmaifa you acaied.” 
PAM SHRIVER. onihe upand 
coming 16yeaM)td Oerman tennie 
pnsdisVi Anke Hubar. 

’tioping to not Kmt dia anamy of 
atMalleo.lNit ofthewhcla awrld 
ofaporta.” 















































There are things 
going on in the cricket 
world that we don’t 
get to hear about... 























WM)Br Younte topping tiM Mon* Ming for 

DOMOrO 

WAO AR TODNUTB boroioo In tbo reomt Taota in 
FaJdaten have progdlod tl» lS.ywr>oUfMt 
bovler to fbe top of iha Coopara Dalottte 
Batinga. Toonia, wtttiaratingof858, liaa 
ralagided Maloolm MaTatioH (881) toaeoond 
plaoe. After ths first AabaalM at Briabone, 
Angus Frasar (foortli arlth 770) was England’s 
hlghest-ratad bowler, while Australia’s BSurk 
Taylor (878) led the batting Hot, wlthOrahain 
Oooeh (798) third behind Riohle Rtehardaon. 

ENGLAND vtoe-captain AJlaa Lamb bad some 
smaU sdtm oanoers bunied off Aom beneath his 
eyes the degr beiinv he scmiad 78 m Ihe IForJd 
SeruaCupmAtobagauwtNewZaalaadat 
Sydn^ Sbigland manager Midky Stewart 
dsBonbed tbe operation aa do more basurdoua 
than bavmg a moie removed’ Stewart Jumsaif 
ran into health problems Jatar In the tour. 
Intending some time in a Melbourne bo^tai 
edter oomidainingota numb aensation in toe 
leg. Xipotora oouJd iind ‘notbingdiaoemibly 
tmSgi^andbbuaedtbepToiaanonanral 


WEST INDIES captain Desixiond Haynes has 
weighed into the argument over 
TjaU-doctonng*, claiming in his official tour 
report to the West Indies Board that Pakistani 
players tampered with the ball during the 
reoenteeriee Paldstanoaptam Imran Khan 
vehemently demed the daime, adding that 
Haynee ‘should ask his pace bowlers If thqr 
have ever lifted the seam*. England committee 
chaurnian Ted Dexter suggested m the Dai(y 
TaJegraph that damaging the ball to make It 
swing more might not be a bad thing, as it 
would encourage bowlers to pitch the ball up 
rather than relying on boimoera On the other 
hand, Dexter added 'If the ball swings ao 
much so much that there’s no point m ever 
spinning It again, then the balance has gone 
the wrong way ’ 


ALLAN BOEDER baa become the Brat 
cniofeeter to be inducted into Australia’s 
sporting Hall at Faroe wbiiestdl an aative 
plajmr 

ENGLAND captain Graham Gooch was 
awarded the OBE In the New Year’s Hmiours 
Ust IVnmerTCXXB chairman Raman Subba 
Row received the CBE, as did veteran 
broadcaster Brian Johnston Daily hibdsparta 
writer Ian Wooldridge viras created MBE 


WORLD CUP IN 


E NGLANDH first match in next year’s World Cup In 
Australasia wUl be against Sri Lanka at Faith on Feh 
The tournament stars the day before, witti a xhatoh 
betvreen oo-hoetB Australia and New Zealand at Auokhmil. 

The touxiuunent m to be i^iooeMed by Benson & Hedges 
(Australia), who are providing prisemoney of tA850,000as 
wdU as finttocisl and expenses Ibr the eight oompetiag teaaw. 

Bach team wiU pii^ the other eevan xistimm. adqpsrturs 
Ihm previouB WoDcid Oupe. where the sidee played in 
pinliminSrygrout«<rfftwarbeiflareprngreeiriiigtoaie 
aemi'finals Aelnl08?.th8matobeBt^beof5OovBrsa > 
side, but the first time, ocdflured (dothlng will he worn, 

eome matobee (intruding the final) will he played under 
floodlights, and whfte balls will be uaed. Tbeplaying 
regulations win be based on those uaed lor Australia's 
8adstingWorM8sriMChipo(xii|«tttiQh.orihs9iaaatote 
solie(hile^8Q^fj|]^h«plfMli|^^|e^^ .. v!* 












FORMER Test wicdcetksqier Itod 
dixjpped as a ooxnmsntator with a Oydnsy radio 
station owned Kerry Peoksr after 
orltlolidng one-day cricket on the air, a was 
the second disaiipointinent of the season for 
43*year-old Ma^. who earlin'had been aasd 
as a TV oomnientator with Padter’e Cbanxud 0 
to acxnmxnodate his bid rival Qeoffirey Boyoott. 
Marsh returned home to Perth to find an 
invitation to jam the Australiaa Broadoasttng 
Corporation’s radiOKsonimmitary team for the 
final Test 

AUSTRALIA’S Dean Jones may have started a 
new trend after he fielded in designer 
sunglasses in the World Series match at 

Perth on Deo 9. Jones borrowed the sungiasses 
from Allan Border m an effort to reduce the 
glare from the white stands surrooxiding the 
WACA ground. 


AUSTRALASIA 1991-92 


* l irtbou nieorSydn^. 

fiill programme is (some venuee still to be arranged): 
Feb 09 New Zetfand V Australia (Auckland): 83 Pakistan v 
India (Melbourne), England v Sn Lanka (Ferth>. 99 NZ v 
Shmbehwe (Hamilton); 96 Auet v Weet Indies (^rdney, 
dSy/night): 88 SLv Zimbabwe (New Plymonth); 99 linvPak 
1 0iilibans). March 1 Auatr India (Adelaide). NZvEng 
(WMlington): S Pak v 8L (in Auet), 4 Eng v WX (Sydney, d/n). 

. ;9tjadiavZim(Napi«');7AuBtv2!i;mCfIoh^).WLv&L 
, (Adalaide).I^vhadia(Ctiristohuroh);8BngvPak 
I (Melboume): 10 WIv India (Wellington): li AustvPak 

d/h)« Bng v Zim (Psnberra); 19 NZ v SL Uhanedin); 14 
i'’ii)gVXndla(Rydnsy).JMc v 2am(inAuit}: 18 AnetvSL 
'' CBrabans), RCZ ▼ WI (Anckland): 18 Auet v Bng QEbUioume, 

. d/fi), WIvZim(inAuet).lndiavSLOtBAust),NZvMk 
’'y(]Ca»istdtiurcai); 211st ssmidinsl (Audcland): 88 8nd 
I pgni-^Biial(SydnsycrMellhminM): 95 FINAL (Malbounm 


tb»xiv!iitmti-MptaeO)MdaA CrkMiBpmedl 
(BACB^haiwegreed tossftle 
v3a9tttimb»BUj00, waitmigomrxmffiody 
ihrodofcetin tbeftspuhlic, The n s mifl ostlcaas 
ofttonewdewJctwnsnWigSbnthAfWosww 
dismisssrfstflm^pecdsfJCPittseffiyin 
JiaUtourne in Jkmisiy'. 


tlw Irnttas. dsiitaged his ssr andest flzs tea 


4«^s*T***” **‘4 *******"**y **'*t**^*^**‘‘*^ 

no-oais was hurt. CIttng eoaosm abeat ths 

Pakistan with dr ew from t h e Asi a Cup 



CJUIMIMI9 lUWII AZINiniQOIII«I1PIII9 m 


toanmineat, whlOh was held in bidla from 
Deo. 85-Jaa 4, PeidetBa Bossd seoretary A. A. 
K. Ab bs et , whose ewn nephew waa killed In 
SJrdesahad. said The safety of oor players Is 
our main p ri c i rt l y .* 

VKTCBHANallyounder SupanC?T)onnell. who 

ftnntTnltsn nifimr 
Ilexuds LjJlse to talm 100 vriokets in onsHday 
intenationals. has reijeotsd imoOer of a 
one>year oontiaotwtth Norihanite. OTKSuisll. 
88, aaidhehasdscdinsdlbr'pMwonal 
OQPslderirticms’.btd did notyuM out tile 
possihUity of |daying county orioket in the 
future. Northants. eeeldngaifbart4erm 
xeplacesmot ftw WaM Indlim Cktttly Ainbn^ 
tiiM leoortedhF Bimroacfliad focmer Austseliaa 
left amXiBst bouder Milm Whi^^ 

fflVBiOipaNiTMQwPWT 
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At the 

Naticxial Housing Bank, 
our commitment knows no 
boundaries. 

Because we underhand 
the diversity called India. 

Where different people 
have diflFerent needs. 
Different limitatiCHis. And 
different capabilities. 

And where our objective 
is to help each one of them 
to get a house of their own. 

An ins(Mring challenge 

NHB was thus bom of a 
commitmoit to the housing 
needs of an entire nation. 
Two years ago. 

As a wholly owned 
.subsidiary of the Reserve 
Bank of India 

An apcK institution to 
promote, strengthen and 
.sujpoft the cxHintry’s housing 
finance system. 

Wcxking towards the goal 
of “Shelter For All”. With the 
motto “Small Man First”. 

The task before us is truly 
stupendous. 

What with a cx)lossaI 
shortage of housing. Scarce 
builcfc^le land Esolating 
coastruction costs. And 
housing bea)ming 
intTeasingly unaffordable fw 


a large segment cf our — 

population. Jj 

Making shelter possible on a j li 

this scale is a daunting 11 If 

challenge. 1 1/ 

ButforNHB’sbandof 

dedicated professionals ~ , 

drawn fian various Commitment to tnillio 

disciplines — it is the life force 
of their missiai. 

A dedicated commitment 

NHB’s flagship pMOgtamme t 

— the unique Home Loan *** 

Account Scheme — is a 
reflection of that ccsnmitment. 

A sdieme that makes 
owning a house a possibility 
for every Indian. 

But NHB is also promoting 
the cause of hrxising in other 
ways. 

By refinancing Icxitk to 
indMduals thnxigh banks, 
housing finarKe ccMt^ianies 
and cooperative iastituticsis. 

Facilitating project loaas fcx" 
land development to public 
agencies, professicml 
developers and cooperatives. 

Sqpoiting raital hcxising 
projects. 

Assisting building material 
industries. 

In feet, NHB has already ^ 

disbursed over Rs. 250 crores. 

To help provide shelter to 
over one lakh femilies. ^ 

Our sights are set even 
higgler in the years to come. 

On the Icxig journey ahead 
that we are delamined to 
complete. 




Housing for millions. We’re making it happen. 



ns makes our objectives look small. 
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TaiRRTl^ 

TT NATIONAL 
L-ll-J HOUSING BANK 

(Wholly owned fay the Reserve Bank of India > 

Hindustan Times House, 6th Flow, 18-20 Kasturba Gandhi Maig. New Delhi 110 001 
Bombay iJte Building, M Flow, ^ Veer Nariman FM, Fort, Bor^ay 400 023. 


(H R C.OAI SilllTI'R KIR Ail 
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flElsiM^wmitg^i^^ it WQQlt wait ibf 

' ■ X0$*’-- ■'' 

N tenmi VimaMthto AhaadncMT 
AlasEay Praev ware born whan 
AftcOi Jaffgar or tlM ROBixiff 
Stonsa {brat liiaiixlivaiy wazbM 
thin Una. But tt» two jrbuiigaBt 
W«cld C b o aaoa n didBtaa'--hoth 
tk^ in lOeB-'^wm oartainljrlda^ 
witUthaaeaantiinagata; AawUmircaaiBr 


(dMaaprq; 

Itoah^twotriaaiihi^toac^^ %> 
^lajpar. Itumii'‘t(WB)|»”t^ 
ipnxmbRr (;f mvaanqini^ tmt 

im expats^. Bbaakimb^hts^naedtbbe 
4oUalaun^!i!^tidy.^ . 

lyiloHatlfOijattteaikW^^ 

inovai. In thhi Butter^ CbnaUiatif 

jihah^at ThaTrk|Bnt« MatUaa, ttuU : 


sammmsm 
OUTTA otir chess 
eohmhfs^kgealnh 
hacB with the 
hllmtiag, hnakiiech 
mess that hutla's 
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Dreev on the other hand 
t$ 0 perfectionist.»on 
artist who produces 
slow motion 
mosterpieces. No 
vioience...juststeody 
improvement... 


meant the usual 120 minutes for 40 
moves. If the match had exceeded eight 
games, the control would have been 
accelerated to a crippling 60 moves in 45 
minutes. 

In the event that wasn’t necessary, as 
Anand comprehensively outplayed 
Dreev. finishing the match in six games 
with a scoreline of 4.5 to 1.5. By the end 
Dreev mxMit have really empathised 
with Mick Jagger for he had lost out on 
both the time factors. 

Anand is a chess extrovert—^a restless 
quicksilver gemus. He thinks and plays 
at bhnding speed He loves dynamic 
positions where thmgs must be done m a 
hurry 

Anand is also a pragmatist who will 
trust hisfhntasticmtuition, 
rather than attempt to calculate 
everything. Quite often in vnld positions 
he analyses only one move—tibe best one. 
Where others spend time calculating, 
Anand plays what he thinks is the best 
move instantly. He is very rarely wrong 
in his judgement. 

Dreev on the other hand is a 
perfectionist—an artist who {produces 
slow motion masterpieces. No 
violence—just steady improvement is his 
forte. He likes statio situations where he 
can score on points with good technique 


while Anand goes fbr the Jugular 
everytime. 

Dreev also spends Uie precious extra 
minutes, in the early middle game 
lookixig fbr the very best plan. Hbi rlakii 
the agonies of “Zeitnot'’(‘Tilo thne”). as 
chess players call it regularly. Against 
Anand the risk became a omiain^ and 
Dreev could never come to terms with tibi 
dock. 

The Russian was also unalds to outgun 
Anand in the openings and get the sort of 
quiet games he prefers. After losing 
first game, Dreev was compelled by 
match logic to keep playing sharply 
which resulted in adebade. "Five timea 
we got complicated positions and I just 
happened to win foxir of them, thoughl 
had to fight”, is how Anand put it. 

Qeneroiu in victory, the local lad 
admitted he did not expect such an 
emphatic victory. "Remember, he was 
desperate to win so he was prepared to 
risk a quick loss. Otherwise the match 
might have gone the distance.” 

Dreev, of course, had another problem, 
as indeed Anand’s next opponent in the 
quarterfinals in August will face. To beat 
Aiuuid at all, his opponents in the 
Candidates must do so inside the eight 
game limit. Anand would be a hot 
favourite against anyone at a 60 moves in 
45 minutes control. Not even Kasparov 
would fancy meeting him on those terms 

Stylistically, Anand Guid his second, 

GM Ferdinand Hellers, felt they had 
Dreev taped. Talking on a rest day. 
halfway through the match he said 
“Dreev is good at playing pc»itions where 
nothing is happening. He just shuffles 
around in hai^ess looking setups and 
suddenly he is wmning. No one can 
ohwge their style at short notice. He’s 
playing the way we expected.” 

Dreev is a player with a very narrow 
repertoire, that makes him both easy and 
difficult to prepeure for. Dreev is 
predictable true, but difficult to surprise 
for he knows his pet variations very well 
indeed. 

Anand has much more breadth but he 
occasionally plays superficially, not 
really knowing the specific system in 
great d^th. I>raev is a Queen pawn 
opener who defbnds either the French Or 
the Spanish with Idaok. Anand opens 
King pawn regularly and he pla^ half a 
doaen deftmoes to file Queen ^wn. 

Anand was oag^ about his methods of 
preparing for his first ever match. "We 
lodud at everythiiig in more or IsM 
detfdl. About the details 1 must impose 
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Anond tsalM>a 
pfogmotisiwhcwHI 
trust everythmg to his 
fantostk intuition, 
rath«'than attempt to 
coiculateeverything^. 
Quite often hi wtM 
positioRSiheoiiaiyses 
^ one move, the best 
one, when othmsi^eiNf 
tiiiiecak»kiHiig.» 



THE THINKTANK 



EHIND every successful PARTAH RAMrnWA'W n lationiAiip l)eoatne even closer. 

man there is a woman. __"I was impressed with his attadk- 

goes the saying. Behind „ a ixig style," Hellers told SportsworJd 

Ivery succe^ul chess HellePS, th« Swede, WhO AS in Madras, 
player there is a second. AnBIld*S second made a 


And that is why im¬ 
mediately after winning the sixth 
game and the match, Viswanathan 
Anand rushed firat to his parents 
and then looked out anxiously for 
his second Ferdinand Hellers, who 
played no small part in the Indian 
CM’S victory It was only after he 
hnii thanked Hellers that he turned 
to receive the fana 

Hellers, a Swede, is 22. He is also 
a OM with a ELO rating of 2550, 
is ranked around 80 in the world. 
He first met Anand in the World 
Cadets Championship in P8u:1s in 
1984. He lost to Anand, but struck 
up a good rapport with him. Subse¬ 
quently. they played in a few more 
tournaments in Europe and the re- 


valuaUe oontributik>n to 
the Tndle " Qrandmastei^s 
success over GM Alexey 
Dreev... 


“I vibe well with Hellers 
and that is good enough 
for me”.. .Anand 


Anand (right) with hla parents and second 
Fsrdinand Hellwrs (right): perfect 
understanding 



Last year, Anand practised with 
Hellers and beat Wan Der Wiel. a 
Dutch ilM. When the latter left for 
other commitments, Hellers became 
Anand’s only second. He is of the 
opinion that it is not imperative to 
have two or three seconds. “A 
second with whom you get along 
well is enough to produce results”, 
says Hellers. And Anand agrees: **I 
vibe well with Hellers and that is 
good enough for me”. 

Hellers feels that Anand's game is 
based on sound theory . “He is very 
quick with his calculations. He does 
not hesitate to make good moves. 
He is very confident and has a bril¬ 
liant middle game”. 

He also believes that the 
strongest aspect of Anand’s game is 
his super quick moves “He puts the 
opponent under tremendous time 
pressure and this can lead to prob¬ 
lems on the board”. In fact, he 
pointed out that Anand had not had 
an adjourned game since 1987. 

Can Anand become a world cham¬ 
pion? Sportsworld asked Hellers. 
"That is difficult to say at the mo¬ 
ment. But he certainly has the abil¬ 
ity to improve further”, he said. 

Speaking of the role played by 
seconds, Hellers said “I sit with 
Anand and analyse moves. We ex¬ 
amine openings and 1 can suggest 
to him to try this or that. When a 
game is adjourned we examine the 
position and see how best we can 
win. Psychologically, also we have 
an important role to boost the play¬ 
er's confidence and morale." 

Hellers flew back to Sweden aftwr 
the Madras match but will Join 
Anand wherever he plays his quar¬ 
ter bnal. He came to Madras about 
ten dkys ^.«fore the match comm¬ 
enced. 

"We discussed a lot of strategy 
^ and made a detailed study of 
I Dreev's games. But I did not eicpect 
him to win so easily. I thought it 
would go the full Mght games”, he 
said. 
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oensoi^ship.” Hie Toshiba Laptop was 
probably brimful with Dreev’s g^ames and 
possible improvements. He does not 
bother to carry a chess set or books 
He also 

h^ total recall. Througfhout the match 
Dreev was suspended between the devil 
and the deep blue sea. He could play fast 
and risk losing through bad play. Or he 
could play at his normal rate and risk 
horrendous errors in time pressure. In 
the event he overstepped the time limit 
twice in lost positions and threw away a 
possible win in time trouble during the 
second game. 

' The Soviets took this match veiy 



faoppening, 


Ferdinand Hellers: confident approach 

seriously, arrived with a contingent of 
five, a week early to acclimatise to 
Madras. 

Hie permanent trainer IM Filipenko 
was there of course. As was a 
non-playing Chef de Mission or “Fixer”. 


ANAND TELLS V) 

SPORTSWORLD: 

spmswonD:iimii 

wnnwftm 


AHUU: wan. I 


,y//;//■ 
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E ven more interestmg was the 
presence of Dr Alexander 
Yekhevich, one of the famous 
Russian chess psychologists. A 
smiling, babyfaced maii, he happily 
denied any knowledge of Russian, 
English, Spanish, French and German 
and thereby successfully avoided any 
kind of communication. 

The Russians are famous for 
employing psychologists who suggest 
various means of disrupting their 
opponents’ concentration. Karpov uses 
Dr Vladimir Zoukhar, an exi>ert on 
hypnotism, who almost inevitably sits in 
the front row of the hall where Karpov 
plays and stares at his adversary. 
Anand’s parents were worried that 
Yekhevich might try something similar 
on their son. 

Actually, Yekhevich caused no such 
problems. He was rarely in the hall and 
his job seemed to be to provide an 
emotional lifeline to young Dreev who 
celebrated his 22nd birthday even as he 
lost the sixth and final game on January 
an 
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T he Russianb employed all the 
tartios patented by the infamous 
Bobby Fischei camp to put 
psychological pressure on Anand 
The venue should bo changed, the hall 
must be iedecoi atcd the table wasn’t 
right the tablecloth was the wrong 
cxiloui and so on and so forth It was 
thanks to Di A B Khan, the chiet 
arbitei that everything was sorted out to 
the Russians satisfaction while Anand 
none halantly agreed to almost 
everything they demanded 

Anand led Dreev by at least an hour ui 
each game almost all of which started 
with a bang Numerologists would have 
been cxinlounded by the result after the 
draw ol lots Dreev pulled lucky seven to 
Anand’s one and thereby gained the 
advantage of starting his campaign with 
the white pieces He did not however, 
take this to their psychic correct 
cxmclusion He lost the game 
Having established a clear lead and the 
psychological advantage in game four 
Anand was even more impressive in the 
fifth Dreev was fac»d with another 
Uueens Indian as Anand decided to take 
up the challenge of improving on his 
thii d game 

Dreev played the mainlme this time 
and went for broke in a desperate attempt 
to equalise He conceded a big positional 
advantage to Anand on the queenside 
and allowed his pawn structure to be 
fixed in an unfavourable manner But 
white seemed to have a big attack 
brewing on the king's wing 
Anand was dismissive “He should 


ANAND TELLS 
SPORTSWORLD; 

SPOmSWORLO: What 
I! ¥w meet Karpaa? 
ANJUID: Well, seoaer 
mlaiermhante 
meettiwsneag 
plareis. neeuatter 
Reals artll he ttua 
tougher 



have tried a pawn storm rather than 
direct piece play My king side was solid 
and he’s getting washed out on the 
cjuc?enside especially after the exchange 
of light square bishops ’ 

Very easy to say after the event but at 
the board the young Indian GM had to 
rely on his intu ition onc'e again 

Dreev’s pieces lost coordination and he 
had to make saci ifices to keep his game 
going, aftei Anand coolly stopped the 
attack with 22-Rg8 
A beautiful technical performance by 
Anand resulted in him going onto the 
off ensive He made what even Hellers 
considered a difficult ending made 
simple—after winning a second pawn 
and forcing a mating attack Dreev once 
again nearly flagged out at both 
controls, while Anand took just over an 
hour for 59 moves 
The sixth game followed a birthday 
ceremony for Dreev who cut the cake 
Anand wished him a happy birthday, 
though he did not present Dreev with the 
one gift he wanted- a win 
Once again they disputed the Stemitz 
Veuriation of the French Defence after 
Anand made his favourite 4 e5 thrust 
This time Dreev played another 
variation —one where black sacrifices a 
jpiece for the initiative and three pawns 
'Dreev chose a move that has been 
played only once/'Someone called 
Pedautamov tried it”—(Anand) 13—g5 
ripping the kmgside open Anand 
showed his depth of preparation com ag 
up with a new move on the 16th, 
evacuating his Kmg from the danger 
zone 

Dreev started thmking He found a 
good move penetrating with queen and 
rook after Anand played shghtly 
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carelessly 

It looked hke black had eveiything to 
play for, but he oxily had three minutes 
for his last 13 moves also At this stage 
Dreev allowed a cheapo—a knight 
sacrifice that forces mate He 
overstepped the tune hmit on the 35th 
handing Anand his ticket to Brussels 
In Brussels, m the quarters, Anand s 
likely opponents are Nigel Short or Jan 
Timman—both match-hardened players 
who would possibly be the favourites 


liM. 





But, there or later, Anand has two things 
going for him 

One 18 his unique speed of thought that 
makes him impossible to simulate m 
practice The other is his extremely 
mature temperament and quiet 
self-confidence Anand respects his 
opponents, but he worships at no altar 
Vihien he sits down to play, he does not 
doubt his abihty to win—^be it Karpov, 
Kasparov or whoever sitting across the 
boa^ • 
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PROFILE 



THE LUCK 
FACTOR 


Indian sport is full of young prodigies who have 
threatened to conquer the world only to fall by 
the wayside But Grandmaster Viswanathan 
Anand is different Lucky to have parents who 
cared about his unusual interest in chess, lucky 
to be born in Madras, the nerve centre of Indian 
chess this is one youngster who has exceeded 
his childhood promise 


Schoolboy prodifl^ 
rarely live up to tneir 
fuH potenth^y but in 
Viswanathan Anand’s 
case it can be said that 
he has in fact exceeded 
thewiidest 
expectations. The 
history of Indian sport 
Is littered with seamy 
examples of young 
prodigies who have 
tailed.... 


T hese are troubled times 
for Indian sport The 
Indian football team is 
beaten by a Du^ch club 
side by margins that 
makes ub blush The 
hockey side slips from first to 
third position in an international 
toui nament held at home The 
ci icket team loses two succ essive 
one day internationals to lowly 
Sn Lanka The table tennis squads 
shoe down badly at the Asian 
Championship 

But wait there IS hope mthe 
form of a tall c her ubic youth from 
Madras who has zippied up the 
chess laddet to become one of the 
top players in the world Yes he is 
right up there along with Anatoly 
Kaipov Jan Timman and Vasily 
Ivanc huk as a challenger to Gan y 
Kaspai ov s throne And at 21 
nothing really seems beyond him 

Schoolboy prodigies rarely live 
up to their full potential but in 
Viswanathan Anand s case it can 
be said that he has in fact exceeded 
the wildest expectations The 
histoi y of Indian sport is httered 
with seamy examples of young 
prodigies who haye failed to live 
up to expectations who threaten 
to conquer the woi Id only to fall 
beaten and bruised by the 











BY PARTAB RAMCHAND 


wayside If thereisjiistone 
shining exception, it is Anand 
Sure, he has been lucky For a 
start, maybe, he was lucky to be 
bom in Madras which is the nerve 
centre ol Indian chess Then he 
was lucky to have had such far 
sighted parents as father, 
Viswanathan and mother, Sushila 
who saw their child’s unusual 
interest at a very early age and 
then nurtured it carefully 
through the years 
Lucky again that at a very vital 
stage of this development (at the 
age of 10) he went to Manila where 
his father was on deputation for 
the Indian Railways Here besides 
improving his game, Anand came 
into c lose contact with Eugene 
Torre, then Asia s only GM who 
was quick to spot Anand s 
potential and forecasted a gieat 
future lor him Lucky again that 
when he t anie back at a slightly 
advanced stage of his caieei he 
was again very much in tne midst 


"Amuid would show ut 
how to make better 
uioveSf or so he said. 
Who was this cheeky 
boy? I wondered. At 
that time I thought he 
was a damn nuisance. 
Now when I see him 
play I am confident that 
he wlH be a damn 
nuisance to the other 
Grandmasters”, 
recalled INI Manuel 
Aaron. 



of a bustling chess atmosphere in 
Madras, where existed a whole lot 
of International Masters 
including India’s ftrst IM, Manuel 
Aaron, and some of the most 
dedicated administrators m Indian 
chess 

But then, too much should not 
be made of the luck factor Many 
Indian sportsman have been bom 
lucky and have enjoyed a run of 
good fortune, but they have not 
built upon it They have lacked the 
heart, their attitude has been 
pusillanimous, they have not been 
ready to make the sacrifices that a 
youngster has to make if he wants 
to make it to the top They have 
opted for the easy life and have 
lacked the singlemindedness of 
purpose 

Yes that last quality agadn A 
singlemindedness of purpose It is 
so very important to achieve one's 
ambition, but how many young 
sportsmen in India have it*? Well, 
Viswanathan Anand certainly 
does 

His father told Sportsworld a 
delightful tale to illustrate this 
“His mother taught him chess at 
SIX after seemg his unusual 
interest in the game Between six 
and nine, Anand’s interest in 
theory grew and so we subscribed 
to a couple of chess magazines and 
pamphlets When the issues 
arrived, Anand would grab them, 
run upstairs to his room close the 
door and bury himself mto them 
There was no way anyone could 
disturb him or get him to do 
something else at that time We 
used to hope and pray that the 
post never arrived during 
lunchtime For that meant Anand 
would not even have his lunch He 
had this burning desire to reach 
the top at a very early age ’ 

Then there is another engaging 
story told by IM Manuel Aaron 
“We all used to play seriously at 
the Tal Chess Club m the late 
seventies when this slip of a lad 
used to come in and start making 
smart comments on our moves 
Not only that he would show uh 
how to make better moves, or so 
he said Who was this cheeky boy*? 
I wondered At that time I thought 
he was a damn nuisance But soon 
on closer scrutiny I discovered 
that he was uncommonly gplted 
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Not only did I ftncourago him, but 
I also told everyone about him. 
Now when 1 see him play. I am 
confident that he will be a damn 
nuisance to the other 
Grandmasters". He certainly was 
to Dreev in Madras 
The two year st int in Manila did 
not in any way hinder Anand’s 
interest in chess, m fact it only 
augmented it Viswanathan 
recalls how Anand used to stay up 
and try to solve the chess quiz 
programmes on TV. "They had 
this w’eekly programme where in 
if one solved the day’s quiz, he 
would get a prize. Anand solved it 
so easily that he won the prize 
every time. After he won it 12 
times, the organisers told him to 


in the sixth game against Dreov. 
The Soviet GM, desperately in 
need of a win to keep his hopes 
alive, made a novel opening that 
surprised Anand who however 
kept his nerve 

During the middle game it 
seemed anybody’s match Then 
Anand seized the initiative with a 
brilliant move, sacrificing a 
Knight to gam a better position. 
Opening up the boai-d, Anand 
then hounded Dreev’s King with 
his Queen and Rook and the 
Soviet GM, already under severe 
time pressure, had no option but 
to resign. That single move sealed 
Dreev’s fate and was hailed by IM 
Ravi Kumar as “a stroke of 
genius”. 

GM Anarrt 

'"rTOilofS •', £ 
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stop sending in his entry since 
they also wanted others to win the 
prize The others never really did 
have a chance as long as Anand 
sent in his entry” 

Anand’s game has many strong 
points. His deep study of theory 
lets him analyse a position very 
quickly. His immense knowledge 
has meant that he can try out 
various openings, and middle and 
end game options Even in a 
ticklish situation Anand's skill 
has seen him not only wriggle 
out, but also turn the tables on his 
opponent. Proof of this was seen 


Perhaps Anand’s forte 
is his super quick 
moves. The speed with 
which he executed his 
moves is enough to 
bewilder even the 
strongest opponent. 
He unsettleo Dreev by 
his quick moves even 
when he was under no 
time pressure. And this 
really baffled Dreev. 


But perhaps Anand’s forte is his 
super quick moves. The speed 
with which he executes his moves 
is enough to bewilder even the 
strongest opponent. Generally if 
his opponents take two hours to 
complete 40 moves, Anand takes 
about half that time. And this was 
generally the pattern even during 
the matches with Dreev. He 
unsettled Dreev by quick moves 
even when he was under no time 
pressure. Something that baffled 
Dreev as much as it delighted the 
spectators. Explaining this, 
Sushila says, "Anand believes in 
making a sensible move quickly, 
rather than the best move after 
consuming a lot of time. ” 

At Hotel Trident in south 
Maxiras. for about a week, Anand 
and Dreev presented a perceptible 
contrast. The bespectacled Dreev 
was a picture of concentration, 
generally unmovmg in his chair, 
his eyes on the board, and his 
hands on the chin. Anand was no 
less a picture of concentration, but 
he also fidgeted in his chair as he 
impatiently waited for Dreev to 
make his move so that he could 
possibly reply straightaway. 
Sometimes he would go out to the 
adjoining garden for some fresh 
air. Occasionally he would sip a 
glass of water or juic-e. Now and 
then ho would look at his parents 
seated in the front row. All in all, 
he presented the picture of a 
young man eager to get on with it, 
eagei' to win in the quickest 
possible time. Chief Arbiter. A.R. 
Khan of Bangladesh who has seen 
some of the world’s leading 
players was so impressed by 
Anand that he called him. “A 
tremendous player.” Khan was 
simply amazed by Anand’s moves 
in the sixth game which he said 
were, “Out of this world’’. 

Off the board Anand is a picture 
of charm, poise and humility. His 
handling of the press was superb. 
Straight questions were answered 
with a straight face. No 
monosyllables or lengfthy 
monologues, just enough to 
satisfy the reporters. 

Bmfaarassing questions were met 
with a smile or a, “Lets wait and 
see”. And to top it all he has an 
impish sense of humour. When 
asked as to who he would like to 









meet in the quarter-final Anand 
quipped “Probably one of the 
losers’ 

Where does Anand go from 
here‘s He js now among the eight 
top players in the world His 
victory at Madras has given him 
10 or 15 ELO points and with a 
rating of around 2650 he is 
among the fourth or fifth highest 
ranked player in the world His 
opponent will be known later this 
month and it does not matter to 
Anand who he will be It will be 
just another chess game for him 
like the mate h with Dreev Sure, 
he will prat tisc seriously He will 
disc uss strategy with his second, 
PVrdidand Hellers He will study 


When asked as to who 
he would like to meet in 
the quarter-final Anand 
quipped, **Probalily one 
of me losers.” 


his opponent’s games and 
generally prepare as well as he 
should But a case of nerveB^* N o 
One cannot imagine the 
phlegmatic Anand nervous A 
change of lifestyle*^ No chance 
There wasn’t even a major 
celebration followmg his triumph 
at Madras 

Whoever his quarter-final 
opponent is, one is inclined to 
make Anand the favourite His 
game is at an all time pealc now 
and he is presently on a roll So 
watch out all you Grandmasters 
out there And you too. world 
champion Garry Kasparov The 
Indian tiger is on the prowl And 
he IS hungry # 



I P Calf utta IS the headquarter of Indian foot¬ 
ball and Bombay the Mecca of Indian cricket. 
Madias is the nerve centre of Indian chess 
Just one simple fact wUl illustrate this Out of 
tl International Masters in the country, six 
are from Tamil Nadu alone And, of course, 
India’s first Grandmaster Viswanathan Anand 
also halts from Madras And till the day he 
won the Candidates match against Alexey 
Dreev hr remained India’s only GM Now of 
course he has been joined by Dibyendu Barua 
of Calcutta 

Manuel Aaron the first Indian IM, was from 
Madras He won the title in 1960 and for 17 
yeais no one emulated him But in the last 14 
years India has produced 10 more IM’s besides 
two GM’s The 10 other IM's are Raja 
Kavisekhar V Kavikumar, T N Parameswar- 
an, Lanka Ravi and K Murugaii (all from 
Tamil Nadu). Ravi Hegde, D V Prasad (Karna¬ 
taka) Tilak Thipsay, Vaidya (Maharashtra) 
The reasons for Tanul Nadu’s dominance are 
not difficult to identify There is a strong base 
for popularising and improvmg standards in 
the State Accordmg to D V Sundar, secretary, 
Tamil Nadu Chess Association, there are 
tournaments conducted aU around the year m 
major centres including Madras, Coimbatore. 
Salem, Neyveii, Tiruchi, Madurai and Tutioor- 
in “There are more than 600 registered play¬ 
ers m the State,” says Sunder proudly 
Sponsorship is not hard to come by with 
mdustrialists vying with each other to pour 
money into the game and encourage the play¬ 
ers through employment The Lakshmi 
Group, The Sakthi Group, Neyveii Lignite Cor¬ 
poration. SHC, Indian Bank mid BHEL are 


some of the leading public sector and pnvate 
sector compames that are playing a prominent 
part m popularismg chess 

The RAMCO Group recently took over corpo¬ 
rate sponsorship of Anand while the Butterfly 
Group of companies sponsored the World 
Championship Candidates match between 
Anand and Dreev 

All Indian Open tournaments are conducted 
regularly with attractive prize money and free 
board and lodging provided to the competitors 

More important, the State association is also 
aware of the needs of chess players and in¬ 
terest IS maintained by holding regular 
tournaments and exhibitions According to 
Anand, “it is a very active association” Sundar 
himself acknowledges the part played by a set 
of dedicated office bearers the association has 
had 

But by far the most important reason for the 
“unusual interest" m the State has been the 
inspiration derived from the top players First, 
it was Manuel Aaron and then , along came 
Anand It is the Indian OM’s feats that has 
generated a “chess boom” m the State As a 
matter of fact, Anand’s inspiration has gone 
beyond the boundanee of the State and as 
Dhruv Sawhney, AlCF (AU India Chess Federa¬ 
tion) president, at the inauguration of the 
World Candidates match in Madras, said “He 
is a source of inspiration for the youth of the 
country. Indian chess is at an all tune high 
now with over 100 rate players in the coun¬ 
try’ A vast number of these players are from 
Tamil Nadu, upholding the number one posi¬ 
tion of the State in the country. 
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QUESTIONS 


I Who coined the 
terrns-'CmuS, 
ALTIUS, 

FORTIUS’*? 


2 Name Mike 
Gatting’s 
autobiography 


3 Name the first 
player to wear 
shorts at 
Wimbledon 


4 Who set 18 
world records as 
a distance runner 
but never won an 
Olympic title*? 

5 Name the lady 
who beat P T 
Usha to third place 
in the 400m 
hurdles at the ’84 
Olympics 

6 The movie ‘Two 
Gentlemen 
Sharing’, released 
m *68,features a 
great sports 
personahty Who*? 


7 What IS the 
court where Jai 
(Pelota) is 
played? 


15: Wish you were part of our team 

Between 10 and 13: Not too bad 

Below 10: Spoitsworld reading recommended 

All answers sent m by the contributor 


1 Father Henry Didion 

2 Leading from the front 

3 Bunny Austin 

4 Don Clark 

5 Christina Cojacaru 

6 Gary Sobers 

7 Fronton 

8 Javier Sotomayor 

9 Vastly Alexeyev (USSR) who, between 
1970''77, broke 80 world records 

10 Pans, London and Los Angeles 

11 Viiay Madgavkar, in 194 7 

12 SoliSorabJee 

13 John Landy of Australia 

14 Ghulam Mohammad 

15 Knshnamach in Snkkanth 


THIS QUIZ IS COMPILED BY: 


NB.*58.1ST*A’CII0SS. 
81H BLOCK. KOmUHANfiAU 


8 Who IS called 
the ‘Boy from 
Himonar’*? 

9 Who is said to 
be the most 
prohfic record 
breaking 
weighthftor*? 

A Name the 
X Uthree cities to 
have hosted the 
Olympics twice*? 

1 -4 Name the 
X first Indian 
to reach the finals 
of the All England 
Badminton 
championships 


.4 Q Who was the 
X /^lawyer for 
the SIX banned 
Indian cricketers*? 


■4 Q Who was the 
X Osecond man 
to run the mile 
under four 
minutes*? 

■4 A What was 
X ^the T^al name 
of Gama, the 
wrestler? 

■4 pr To which 
X O batsman did 
Robin Marlar refer 
to as Test cricket’s 
village batsman? 
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SPOTLIGHT 


ITiTiTO 


THE 

STREETnGHTER 


V /* >■ LliAN 

ROBER'l 
BORDER IS a 
ciickotinggf*nms Fdi 
years he ha* been 
portrayed as a battlei 
a doughty wai i km who 
defied a la( k of talent to 
conquei his wot Id ai> 
oldi^weat 99^r 
pci spiral ion 1' 
inspii ation 
Border has pUj ed his 
part in building? tins 
linage bet. ausfc it fits his 
aasessmeul of tnmstll .is 
aplainfellow a man 
entirely withom try 
athiiftv praKuut)' 
ciiekeU i lai kinv 
panache and hansnia 
and capable only of 
hacking out a few runs 
Chewing gum 
sticking his chin in 
haid times cursing 
volubly and othet wise 
staring unemotionally 
as the game goes by he 
isadehberately 
downbeat cricketer 
And it has ail been 
utter nonsense for 
Border is as much a 
genius as ever were Viv 
Richards, David Oower 
or Ian Botham his 
gemus takes a different 
form, that IB aU His 
,genius hes in judgment, 
in attention to detail, in 
consistent reproduction 
of shots and his ability 
to handle all sorts of 
bowling on all sorts of 


Peter Roebuck pays tribute to the 
unassuming Australian captam, a 
man who has never retreated from a 
fight 


pitc hes He has no flcsh 
cannot delight with a 
suddf n an plucked from 
tilt hea^'ens but since 
when have fiivolity and 
gemus bet n bedft liows'-’ 
Bolder has been 
underestimated because 
we identify genius with 
\olatihtv see it in a Paul 
(lasc oigne sui gt or a 
daring pot by Alex 
1 Iigcin s miss it in the 
1 e lentlescness of Steve 
TUmhoi RcxiLavei for 
these are oidinaiy 
fellows who nevei ii ake 
usgssp iu)t fragile 
• noughtolx geniuses 
l<\ideiitJy Bolder also 
holds his powei s in no 
high Tcg ird Take his 
bowling t IS in truth if 
not a load of tripe at 
least a bar i owful of 
tuinipa would not 
trouble a village 
blacksmith And what 
does this blessed fellow 
do’ He bowls out the 
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BORDER'S genius 
lies in judgement, 
in attention to 
detail, 

in consistent 
reproduction of 
shots and his ability 
to handle all sorts 
of bowling on all 
sorts of pitches... 




, ** f 

* T * 


... V 


-k** ^ 










BATSMEN lMV« 
appearckd In two 
sorts, iKHimdsaiMi 
itettlof«< Nomads 

ww. m 

who 

/,|Mysliis 
^Iflpwiipily, 
[oioMoifta 
MMi;, ondurhw the 
poo a ows as thoy 
dhango s«s» 


West Indies to win a Test 
match (Sydney 1989), a 
feat beyond any 
contemporary save a 
couple. He even rolls 
over an apologetic arm 
in limited-over games 
and. lo, wickets fall to 
liiHJ. Istihis not the same 
miagic which has for 
years been detected in 
Botham’s golden arm? 

Take his fielding. 
Border does not think 
much of it, moves 
himself from the slips 
whenever he can, giving 
precedence to lesser 
men And yet he has 
taken more catches for 
Australia than anyone 
else, most of them at 
seciond slip where teams 
customarily position 
their key man. 

1 Moreover, his last three 



shies at stumps have hit 
their target as if guided 
by radar, one run-out 
(Wayne Larkins in 
Sydney) and two close 
shaves resulting. Border 
has the knack, shared 
by Richards and 
Botham, of seizing upon 


a moment. 

Take hie batting. 
Since time immemorial 
batsmen, and people, 
have appeared in two 
sorts, nomad and 
settler. Nomads raise 
merry hell wherever 
they go, slaughtering 


their enemies, pinching 
their crops and then 
moving restlessly away. 
Viv Richards, Dean 
Jones and Gower, in 
their various ways, are 
of this persuasion. 

Border is a settler, one 
who tends his cattle, 
encloses his property, 
pays his dues if 
grumpily, and ekes out 
a living, enduring the 
seasons as they change. 

It 18 this lack of drama 
which misleads us. 
Border never engages 
our emotions, never 
provokes wonder. 

But consider his 
record In 118 Tests he 
has st'xjred nearly 9.000 
runs at an average 
around 54, figure.9 
which entitle liim lo be 
called Australia’s 
greatest batsman since 
Don Bradman. Many of 
his innings have been 
extraordinary. Defying 
overwhelnung odds and 
a ferocious assault on 
liis body he scored 98 
and lOO not out in 
Tnnidad in 1983-84, 
singlehandedly turning 
the ashes of del oat into 
the glpry of rescue, an 
effort universally 
recognised as one of 
cricket's grf;atest 
A season eai’her in 
Melbourne he was joined 
by Jeff Thomson, the 
mother-and-father of 
tail-enders (and now 
Queensland’s coach). 


MOOT RUNS IN TEST (NUGKET 


MCmtliln 

S.M. Gavaskar (I) 

A.R. Border (A) 

G. Boycott (E) 

Javed Miandad (P) 

6.S. Sobers (Wl) 

D.l. Gower (E) 

I.V.A. Richards (Wl) 
ijp.Cowdery(E) 

ncwctter MONTHLY 
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w]th Australia still 
needing 83 tu bt*at 
England liionocif 
cricket s most 
electrifying finishes 
Border nagg(*d and 
punched away until hib 
team were foui runs 
short of victoi y only for 
Thomson to edge 
Botham to slip Wat. evei 
calculation so superbly 
executed*^ This fi om a 
man who, they say, can 
save games but not win 
them 

He has scored 
hundreds in Pakistan 
and India, tcx>, for 
Border travels well, dues 
his duty in every clime, 
will do so as long as his 
legs carry him Border 
concentrates on 
winning and scoring 
runs, drugs which lured 
him away from the 
beaches of his tx^hood 
Paul Prichard, a 
colleague at Essex, 
regards Border as a 


ASacwtaftthi* 

f»*4NtMs 
IndmiNkKics of 
pottUtolfactiom 
and Ms lack of 
kilarastin 
awnillMaflon 


genius, has done since 
seeing him score a 
vahant hundred on a 
nasty pitch against 
Tony Mernok, a West 
Indian quickie v. ho had 
knocked him nearly 
senseless a day earlier 
Another time, studying 
an especially green 
county wicket. Border 
said he could not see 
himself breaking his 
duck To no one’s 
surprise save his own he 
scored 150 
It 18 a part of Border’s 
secret t^t he is better 


than he thinks he is 
For years he was apt 
to drop himself down the 
order m one day cncket, 
ruing his inability to hit 
across the hne Now, 
persuaded by friends he 
realises he has 
enormous strengths 
too—strengths tested on 
the sands of time 
Border s genius lies m 
his will, in his judgment 
and in his selection of 
shots He seldom 
misreads a dehvery, and 
can hook, cut and 
advance down a track to 
place a spinner through 
a gap as if he were 
tiireadnig cotton 
through the eye of a 
needle Few men have 
such powers 

Nor do his talents atop 
at bowling, fielding and 
batting He played no 
part in bringing down 
Kim Hughes, favoured 
son of the 

establishment, never 


sought to be captain, 
inherited a broken team 
and yet has managed to 
lead Australia to a World 
Cup victory, to regain 
and now to hold the 
Ashes and to form a 
hardened outfit And 
without anyone 
thinking him astute 

No doubt his selectors 
are wise, and perhaps 
his coach is a help, but it 
has been Border on the 
podium throughout, 
dictating the tempo, 
cursing, shocking his 
men by threatening to 
resign every so often 
and yet summomng the 
sweetness to continue 

As captain his ^ 

strengths nave been his 
independence of pohtical 
factions, his lack of 
interest m manipulation 
and his timing, for he 
was too young to jom 
World Series Cricket and 
18 accordingly tarred by 
neither side j 

This IB a man without 
pretension a 
straightforward man 
who has grown from a 
beach boy who hated 
work, played cricket 
because it was a hving 
and chose larrikin 
friends, into a man of 
stature 

He has never retreated 
from a fight and, helped 
by good blokes like Geoff 
Marsh and David Boon, 
has become a captain 
who, being a 
streetfighter, knows 
how lumted-over games 
can be won and is 
gradually grasping the 
tactical nuances of Test 
cncket Border deserves 
the handshakes which, a 
week or so ago signified 
his holding of the Ashes 
He has been underrated 
in every respect but his 
record speaks for itself, 
and his record is that of 
a 8upreii»ly gifted 
cricketer 
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^ RAMAN LAMBA SPEAKS ON HIS 


CLASH WITH RASHID PATEL 


“I felt as if I was being 


lathlcharaed for having 
perfermed well” 








O 


I' 


' V 






mm 


. > ‘■'h' 

-i „ . 

'r - * v\ * ■ r,, 

■ ^ .? ‘r- ■ ■*' 




R aman lamba is 

a shattered man. 
For one who was 
hoping to stage a 
comeback, the incident 
at Jamshedpur came as 
a great shock. Batting at 
his usual best, Lamba 
had played an important 
role in shaping North’s 
victory; his near-double 
century knock 
Ci^emingly enough to 
justify his selection in 
the team in place of 
Navjot Sidhu who was 
expelled on disciplinary 
grounds. 

Is ‘Rambo’ Lambs totally 
Innocent? 
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Lainba maintains that 
he did not play<any 
ag'gres^ive role to 
provoke Rashid Patel ‘ 1 
have always played 
oncket hke a g'entleman 
at home and abroad 
Never in my playinpr 
career have I ever b^n 
invdlved in any 
nncricketing mcident 
on the field Why should 
I have done anything 
which would have 
harmed my team’ The 
match was over for all 
practical purposes arid 
there was no frustration 
in me I had performed 
well and that was what 



my intentions were 
Lamba said 

hamba pointed out 
that it was Rashid Patel 
who hui led bouncers at 
him and even 
overstepped the bowling 
crease Had I been hit 
by that ball I don t know 
whether 1 would have 
ever played cricket at 
any level It was God s 
grace that the ball did 
not hit me Tell me is 
this c ncket’ Even in gaii 
(street) cricket one does 
not see such boorish 
behaviour,’ Lamba 
added 


A fuming Rashid Patel is 
led away by KIran Mora 
(left) whin Lamba is 
paciflad 


‘T have plenty of 
cricket left m me I have 
always enjoyed playing 
cricket more than 
anythmg else in life 
Cricket comes before 
even my family It gives 
me bread and butter and 
why shotdd I do 
anythmg which would 
deprive me of my love 
for the game’” Lamba 
asked 

Lamba who would 
have been a far more 
happiei man had he not 
gone to bat m the second 
innings, hoped that 
justice would prevail 

‘ You can see the 
evidence lor yourself 
The Press report, 
photographs and « 

film shot by 
Doordarshan will prove 
my innocence I was 
always trymg to protect 
myself when Patel was 
trying to hit me with the 
stump Even the 
umpires watched the 
incident and would give 
you the right picture 1 
felt as if 1 was being 
lathicharged for having 
performed well with j 

bat I never had any j 

ill-feeling towards 
Rashid Patel and will 
never understand why 
he had to go after me I 
I was surprised no one 
came to help me," he 
said 

Having given his 
version to the coixunittee 
in Bombay, Lamba’s love 
for the game was 
demonstrated by the fact 
that the next mormng 
he was playmg a match 
in a local tournament in 
Delhi As he put it, “my 
only love is cricket ” 

Gham Mohammadt Naw DaM 













PHOTO FEATURE 


McDOWELL INDIAN DERBY 


WORKING GIRL 

It was just another day at the office 
for Starfire Girl as she carried 
Pesi Shroff to his fifth Derby victory 
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PHOTOG«APHS GAIJTAMPATOLE 


The strut after the 
gallop...St8rflre Girl Is 
paraded around by 
owners Vl|ay Mallya (In 
sunglasaes) and Mr 
Poonawalia while trainer 
AHaf Hussain tags along 
Doing the work in the 
saddle was India’s top 
Jockey PesI Shroff (inset) 
















THE IRISH 




Brian bianville analyses the battle plans and current strengths of a few 
toams before the next set of European Championshipjuahhere- 






rx 






Th* »ri*h •ttjw 

■k. ganats. But thair (Ota 
record is tnviatJlt 










30 



GUEST COLUMN 


I RELAND are not due at Wembley 
for their return European 
Championship qualifier against 
England until the end of Marc'h 
but already the Football 
Association is buz^lng with 
expectation and alarm 
The fear is that on the night the 
Irish will outnumber the English 
segregation will prove impossible, 
and violence will ensure But what 
will happen on the field*? 

This IS a match which England 
simply have t(j win In three 
meetings with Ireland in recent 



Ireland still seem to 
be a limited long ball 
team, and the vast 
spaces of Wembley 
may not suit them as 
well as their own 
bumpy ru^by pitch at 
Lansdowne Road. Still 
Jackie Charlton has • 
proved himself a very 
smart tactician and no 
doubt he will hope 
that Ireland can still 
pull off yet a third 
draw 


tournaments they have lost once 
and drawn twice 

The Republic beat them in 
Stuttgart in a remarkable upset in 
the liriais of the European 
Championship in 1988 In 
Cagliari, a dreadful game 
produced a draw when a fearful 
mistake by substitute Steve 
McMahon presented a soft 
equalising goal to Ireland's Kevin 
Sheedy 

In Dublin this season, the teams 
drew 1-1 in a match played on an 



I 

Jack Charlton: The man 
who is everything to Irleh 

football I 

I 

appalling pitch Again England j 

went ahead, with a beautifully j 

worked out goal but a fine header ^ 
by Irish striker Tony Cascanno 
made it 1*1 I 

Paul Gascoigne did not play in I 
that game Most unexpectedly. | 

and for no convincing reason he ' 
was left out To replace him with 
the vetei an Gordon Cowans, who i 
made no valid contribution, was a j 
bizarre decision by managrer 
Giaham Taylor 

Now Taylor is swearing that he 
means to build his whole team . 

around Gascoigne which makes 
sense since the Spui s player. 1 

whatever his temperamental ' 

failings 18 clearly the I 

outstanding English footballer of 
his generation and by far the most 
creative 

The problem is what will his ' 
for m be like by March'? Taylor j 
himself has understandably 1 

expi essed concern on t he terrific | 
off field pressures exercised on 
the 23-year-old pressures which j 
mav have been behind his very 
public sending off in the New i 

Year s Day match between 
Tottenham and Manchestei 
United ^ 

The di8mi8S.il was loi allegedly 
swearing at the referee over a 
1 efused penalty Gazza said he 
wes onl.v swearing 

But it IS hard for a simple | 

vnlnci able young man to stand 
up to all the attention that he gets , 
Nor is it certain that he is always ; 
following the best advice, though 
It 18 surely there at hand in the 
shape of his very shrewd t lub 
manager Terry Venables, and his 
sensible, mature colleague, Gary 
Lineker Signing a contract with a 
single newspapt'r has made Gazza 
something of a hostage to fortune 
and perhaps it was no coincidence 
that a rival tabloid should have 
made a gratuitous and spiteful 
front-page attack on him 
Then there is the question of 
England's present tactics, which 
are hardly the ideal ones to 
promote Qazza’s game The 
so-called sweeper system takes a 
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AME 


Robbing Banks 


To watch football games 

W E really don’t know whether to condemn 
or pat the back of a certain Mr Claude 
Dawson Jones However, he sure can be 
voted 'Sports Freak of the Year’. 

Described by the cops as a “Los Angeles 
Raiders fan”, Jones is not a hooligan He 
prefers slightly more advanced methods of 
operation. But the odds caught up when be 
was charged with robbing 24 banks in 
Sacramento, Cadifornia The reason’ To 
finance his trips to go and watch the Haiders 
in action. 

Jones, currently being held on bail of $i 
million, was arrested m a motel room And in 
his possession were . tickets for a Kaidci s 
game, what else? As things turned out, the 
Raiders lost heavily Probably because they 
missed their most ardentr— if dishonest - fan' 








AIDS And Cricket 


Playing it safe 

I s there a sporting cure to AIDS? In a letter 
published in the Bangkok Boat, recently, 
there appears to be. Cricket 
According to the writer, “Safer alternatives 
to sex should be sought A strong (and 
possible) cure is cricket. Cricket playing 
nations are capable of only limited amounts of 
sexual activity.” 

Well, Bangkok should know all about the 
prevention and cure of AIDS. But do they 
know about the large availability of ‘maidens’ 
In cricket? 


From Iraq To U.S.A. 


One way ticket 


T he Iraq vs Rest 
of the World 
(sounds like a 
play off, doesn't it’) 
fiasco IS slowly 
influencing the world 
of sport Many 
athletes have been 
caught up with the 
outbreak of war, but 
it is particularly 
distressmg to 
professional soccer 
player Waad Hirmez 
The 29-year-old 
player, who came to 
the United States 
from Iraq m 1979, 
became a US citizen in 
'86 and is now a 
midfielder for the Sam 
Diego Sockers And 
he’s worried because 
“althimgh my mother 
lives m San Diego, I 
still have two aunts, 
an uncle and four 
cousins in Baghdad.” 
He went on to say “my 
parents’ home is only 
a mile away from 
Saddam’s palace, and 
by now it must be 


TO 



gone," ruefully 
admitting that a 
planned trip to take 
his wife and children 
there is “not possible” 
now. 

Like most 

Americans Hirmez is 
fervently praying for 
peace. But maybe he 
should thank 
providence that he is 
alive.. .and kicking. 
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W hdppeninpr with 
those shoulders 
and arms 

I guys'^ Considei ing we ve 
I given you so many 
push ups to do the shirt 
sleeves should be fitting 
a little tighter And the 
shoulder seams 
stretchihg to the limit 
Well iftheyarent 
then you ve obviously 
been lazing oil C mon 
fellas get those muscles 
pumping That s the 
only way we re going to 
broaden those 
shoulders and con 
them folks into believing 
that we ve got s'lm 
waists That of course 
18 if you ve got a problem 
with the waist If not 
even better Having a 
naturally ahm waist 
supplemented bv bioad 
shoulders isn t going to 
do you any hai m 
The first one we re 
dealing with this week is 





JT '»f 4' • 


MMMm 














m 























/ .4w 


m 



Chair Push ups Placing 
two chairs facing each 
other about 
shouldei width apart 
put your palms on the 
edges and stretch the 
legs out m front 
Making sure the chairs 
are securely balanced, 
bend the elbows to lower 
your hips toward the 
flcxir Then, gradually 
straighten the elbows 
and lift yourself back to 
the starting position 
This one works the 
shoulders and the 
triceps 

The next one we're 
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IPushers Will Be Envied 


done with the hands 
placed much wider than 
shoulder-width 
Lower yourself till the 
chest touchOT the floor, 
and push yourself back 


wouldn’t hurt you—and 
just sticking to some of 
the more basic push-ups 
will do the job for you 
Like we said earlier, 
tnmmmg that waist is 


I’M 
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discussing IS the Incline 
Push-up In effec't d little 
easier than the Marine ^ 
Push up, you use the i 
same position and ’ 
movement except that 
the arms are placed on 
two high objects This 
places exti a load on the 
chest, triceps and 
frontal delta Try and 
get your chest as low as 
possible going below 
the level of the hands, if 
possible That’ll really 
stretch out those delta 




making them grow 
And the final one for 
this week is Wide-Gnp 
Push-ups Again very 
eimilai to the Marme 
Piish up, m that it 
requires you to get down 
on the floor and try to 
touch nose to floor 
before pushing up 
again But this one’s 
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to the startmg position, 
taking care not to lock 
the elbows when you 
straighten them out 
fully 

So, try these out for 
size, all you musclemen 
And, ladies, don’t get 
discouraged if you can’t 
do all these You’re not 
meant to— although it 


about the toughest job m 
the business And it just 
keeps getting tougher 
with age So if you’re 
planning on keepmg 
that shape you’re 
proudly flauntmg right 
now (hope you are proud 
of it') then, jrou’ve got to 
get started on ways of 
mamtammgit 






















S OME seven years 
ago an 

18 yf*ar old named 
pjimaduwage 
Aravmda de Silva made 
his international debut 
at c I icket’s holiest 
shrine Lord's. England 
Foi De Silva it was a 
quiet baptism to big time 
cricket as Sidath 
Wettimuny and Duleep 
Mendis with some 
stupendous batting were 
at centrestagc of the Sn 
Lankan performance 


Since then Sri 
Lankan cricket has seen 
many ups and downs 
Today while the likes of 
Mendis and Wettimuny 
have called it a day 
Aravmda de Silva has 
become one of the pillars 
of Sn Lankan cncket 
“Don t call us babes of 
international cncket," 
he says "How much of 
mternational cricket 
have we played since our 
entry as a Test-playing 
nation some years ago*^” 
De Silva asks “Please 
wait for some time,” the 
affable De Silva pleads 
Even Imran Khan, one 
of the finest cncket 


captains ever feels that 
Sn Lanka is a sleeping 
giant He is said to have 
remarked that Sn Lanka 
has the potential to 
borome one of the fmest 
batting sides in the 
world If the recently 
concluded Wellington 
Test against New 
Zealand (Sn Lanka 
scored 497 for nine 
declared in their first 
innings of the drawn 
game) is any indication, 
then maybe, in another 
two years time, Imran’s 
predictions might come 
true 

In recent times, Sn 
Lankan battmg has 
revolved aroimd the 
likes of De Silva, Arjuna 
Ranatunga and Asanka 



Aravinda Oe Silva with 
his flashy atyla of 
batting has always 
masmarisaci 
spectators. Hera he 
goM for a big hit in the 
recently concluded 
AwaCup. 



Gunisinha In fact, De 
Silva has become a 
house-hold name 
because of his 
swashbuckling style of 
batting The 
international media has 
named him 'Mad Max” 
or 'Mettle Mickey" for 
his ebullient style And 
De Silva continues to 
amass runs the way he 
knows best 
From a pi omising 
school cricketer not long 
ago to one of the world s 
most feared bat*’men 


and each one a fine 
cricketer,” De Silva said 
The tips he got from 
his seniors have paid 
rich dividends De Silva 
IS now Sri Lanka’s 
vice-captam and it has 
been quite a tough job 
deputising to Arjuna 
Ranatunga 'Arjunahas 
a big job ahead of him 
He is young and has 
enough time to plan 


internationals, De Silva 
aggregated 280 runs at 
an average of 56 This 
was only bettered by 
West Indians Desmond 
Haynes and Richie 
Richardson 
It was a brilliant 86 
against the Australians 
at the Fatorda Stadium 
in Margao in the MRF 
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now, De Silva s rise has 
truly been meteoric The 
initial years of 
international exposui e 
were a process of 
learning “Yes I learnt a 
lot about the trade from 
Ploy Dias, Mendis and 
Ranjan Madugalle They 
were three different 
types of personalities 


Time 18 on our side We 
have a young lot of 
cricketers and with this, 
we have the potential to 
become the best cricket 
team Sri Lanka has over 
produced.” fools De 
Silva 

II was after the MRF 
World Senes last year, 
that De Silva's 
reputation as a 
world-class batsman 
started taking shape In 
five one-day 


World Series that De 
Silva considers his best 
knock "It's just sad that 
we didn t land up on the 
winning side,” De Silva 
says 

Sri Lanka’s inabihly to 
play intei national 
matches due to the 
political strife m the 
island has not only 
hindered the progress of 
Lank an cricket, but it 
has also made people 
Ignorant about some 
memorable innings 
played by the Sri 
Lankan cricketers 
overseas De Silva's 


reputation in the 
process has also 
suffered His two Test 
hundreds against a 
strong Pakistani 
bowling attack in 
Faisalabad and Karachi 
and his 167 against 
Australia in the 
Brisbane Test are well 
nigh forgotten amidst 
other international 
cricketing highlights in 
ihe last few years 

“The two hundreds in 
Pakistan were very 
satisfying The wickets 
were bad and playing 
against Akrani and 
Imran on a tricky wicket 
can be a real test I really 
enjoyed myself ’ De 
Silva recollects 

Meanwhile De Silva 
got to his career-best 
knock in Test matches 
His unbeaten 203 in the 
Basin Reserve Test 
recently became the 
highest Test score by a 
Sril.ankan De Silvas 
double century 
surpassed Brendon 
Kurupu s unbeaten 201 
against ihe Kiwis in 
Colombo in 19K6 87 
With that knock he took 
his Test total to 1 189 

There is anothei 
interesting story 
connected with De 
Silva's best ever Test 
score He not only ended 
a Jinx of bad scores in 
one-day internationals 
which preceded the 
Wellington Test but 
proved a pouit to sister 
Araliya who lives in 
Auckland 'My sister 
used to phone me daily 
and asked me to score 
big runs I think I have 
made her content " the 
soft-spoken De Silva 
said 

T3e Silva's blossoimng 
into a seasoned 
campaigner has 
basically been the result 
of a trial and error 
method "I change my 
gnp and stance every 
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now and then. If you 
have watched closely, 
my stance and grip on 
Pakistani or Indian 
wickets will differ from 
that on say Australian 
wickets. I keep on 
experimenting. The idea 
underlying this change 
of grip and stance is 
very simple. I am a 
natural striker of the 
ball. I want to g^et runs. 
So I do the 
modifications. For 
example, if I want to 
play the ball squarer, I 
hold the bat much lower 
down or open the face of 
the bat. Plus, doing 
things like that 1 tend to 
concentrate more,” De 


Suva says. 

It is not surprising 
then that, De Silva can 
play some of the most 
unorthodox strokes in 
the game. For example 
he can possibly hit a six 
over point. Only De Sdva 
could take a six off 
Imran en route to a Test 
century. That requires 
guts. “1 don’t know if 
that’s guts, but I think 
it's god-given talent (De 
Silva is a Buddhist). 1 
hate to get tied up at the 
wicket and sometimes 
have a rush of blood to 
my head, I love to hit the 
baU. If I think that aball 
can be hit for a six, I go 
for it. I have been 
successful at the 


De Silva has changed 
the whole image of the 
Lankan batting with 
some sterling 
performances 

international level with 
some imorthodox 
strokes. I have done it 
against all top bowlers. 
Now I don’t fear any 
bowler. However, I 
would think twice before 
taking chances with 
AMul Qadir or Sir 
Richard Hadlee,” De 
Silva says. 

But De Silva agrees 
that if he has to go far in 
international cricket, he 
has to change his 
temperament, his mood. 
His reflex is his 
advantage now but that 
may not be his asset five 
years hence. “Quite 
true. I am trying to 


change my style of 
battmg, but not at the 
cost of aggression. What 
1 am trying to do is to 
stay at the wicket for a 
longer duration, than 
getting out after a quick 
fifty. I think 
Ranatunga’e and my 
staying in the middle 
counts a lot. because we 
have seen that if either 
of us gets out. our 
inexperienced tail 
simply fails to wag. We 
have often lost some 
winning matches 
because I have thrown 
my wicket at important 
stages, ” De Silva admits. 

Of late De Silva’s 
presence has lent a lot of 
stability to the Lankan 
middle order. Gone are 
the days when the Sri 
Lankan batting 
collapsed after the initial 
stages. “It’s different 
today We have talented 
batsmen and we are 
experimenting with the 
batting order. Chaps 
like Hashan 

Tillekeratne, Champaka 
Ramanayeke and 
Marvan Atapattu are 
really pronusing,” De 
Silva said- 

De Silva left school at 
the age of 17 to pursue a 
career in cricket. “My 
mother was against that 
bescause there was so 
much uncertainty in our 
country. Only my (|ad 
suppoi’ted it Today my 
mother is happy,” De 
Silva says. He adds that 
the Lankan Board, too, 
has turned over a new 
leaf. There are better 
ideas coming in now. 

6 ri I.<anka have a 
jampacked international 
season ahead and it may 
be at the turn of 1991, 
that De Silva’s Sri Lanka 
may cut out a niche for 
themselves in 
international cricket. 
That is if he hasn’t 
already! 

SoiimItraBoM 









KMONALHir 


|U| ARTINA NAVRATEX)VA has 
■Wlnever been just an ordinary 
woonan. What applies to the rest 
does not necessarily concern her. 
She is different, \mique She has 
played with Billie Jesn and 
Evonne Cawley. Roeie Casals and 
Betty Stove, Chris Evert and Hana 
Mandlikova—they have all smce 
retired, but Martina, in her third 
decade on the ladies tennis tour, is 
still ftesh and competitive 

In 1975 she was ranked world 
No 3 In February 1991 she 18 
world No 3—in between she has 
been No 1 many times, but 
moreover it shows a remarkable 
consistency and a starthner 
dedication 

When Martina won her ninth 
Wimbledon singles title last 
summer, it was widely beheved 
that she would use it as a perfect 
exit Ime To retire in unparalleled 
style Yet like Jimmy Connors she 
has an abiding love for the game, 
though unlike Jimmy Connors 
she IS in close contention for any 
tournament she plays So she kept 
playing 

A further parallel with Connors 
was injury and Martina, now 34 
years old, found that her highly 
physical serve and volley game 
was putting great stress on her 
knees She was feeling old, and 
like actresses who cannot abide 
the sight of wrmkles, went 
under the knife 

Arthoscopic surgery on her 
knees in November removed the 
excess calcium which was 
weakemng her and Martina 
returned in late Jauiuary this 
year, feelmg, as she said, “ten 
years younger ” 

In addition to the two vertical 
soars across her knees, Martina 
also possesses a new service 
action. Unhappy with her 
excessive slice action, she has 
opted for a more compact serve to 
get ‘more racket on the ball’. 

Both these physical and 
technical alterations appear to 
have paid off as she totally 
outclassed Oabneia Sabatini in a 
recent exhibition in Hong Kong 
And with Steffi Qraf showing 
continued signs of stress. 
Martina’s new dream of an 
unprecedented lOth Wimbledon 
title does not appear unreal at all. 
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W HAT Ann Quinn, an 
Australian sport 
science consultant who 
serves as Pat Cash’s 
trainer, avers should be the 
cornerstone of every 
player’s conditioning 
program: Agility training. 

A mount of money a 
photographic company 
paid in 1980 for the rights to 
the Bjorn Borg-Mariana 
Simionescu wedding 
ceremony and reception in 
Bucharest: 100,000 pounds. 




T kfi greatest player that 
Lew Hoad considers he 
ever met: Pancho Gonzales. 






O NLY player ever to beat 
six-time champion Bjorn 
Borg at the French Open: 
Adriano Panatta (1973 and 
1976). 

Average number of fan 
fWetters that 19-year-old 
Yugoslav Goran Ivanisevic 
estimates he receives daily 
from female admirers 
around the world: 60. 


H OW world No. 11 Jonas 
Svensson, after 
practicing with Bjorn Borg, 
praised the former king of 
tennis: “He is still the 
world's best player with a 
wooden racket.” 

DlA YER who hits the ball 
■ better on the rise than 
anyone Arthur Ashe has 
ever seen: Andre Agassi. 


T kE best player that 
Pancho Gonzales says he 
ever saw: Pancho Gonzales. 


flDDS that London 
Vbookmakers put up that 
Boris Becker will marry 
Steffi Graf by 1995:100-1. 


W HAT Billie Jean King 
once called the worst 
job in tennis: Officiating. 


H OW fiery Italian Diego 
Nargiso once argued an 
officiating decision: He 
climbed up the umpire’s 




I M 189t. aoertain Mr 
Il.L Ford, under the 
Swudonym'AnC^d 
Qc^cAster*, pubUahed 
a pamphlet entitled 
OurtaeiUes of Cnoket, 
from the ESarheet 
HaobrdB to the Present 
Tima The hook itself has 
heomneaonoket 
ooQeotcn-’s ounosity, 
because only 25 were 
prmted, a fate wluob 
many vrish had befaUen 
several other onoket 
books of the past few 
years However, 
facsimite reprints have 
put the book wltibin 
reach of thoee, like 
mysrif, who just like to 
see how daft crtokstero 
aiid cricket i^peotSilan 
resUarave Ahybooicl^ 
lists oaiMs oftlekth of 
fielder frim fb^iing ov^ 
oiiff while bear 

is worth 

psrtknilariF ekd^seoift 


ducked in pond fbr 
giving unsatialbotwy 
deoisiQn’(Bevenden V 
Penahurst, about iSBS) 
was prc^tialdy well 
deeerved. but we have no 
idea vrtketiher the match 
wae restartsd bettors the 


S|ekti^;ilg diqpMto 
SjpdloMsad. 8onie 
omomMare 
ouitoeBito hp inoiBe* 

liiaMMt wp wfesmi 

Itost of the Curiosities 
aMaU-^eimOM 
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flE f^DIPIfCT 
Ur ufiHfllCI 

ATHAN RICE makes some modeni*4ay aAdittons to 
.cmkof orioket’smoreimusualreooFdkocte, pukiisheil 
rmatlyinRngland. 
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ti0t <nAlMn«juw tlie lMi)l 
hammAU/obis^ J.Q 
Wrtg^t»»(ew ^wau^tv 
s^^girad,. i$i9t)f> in»i8 
a|ifttt9wdxici><wkA^ 




l^piuiMs bi AtutNdilii 


iMrotltatAAOltt 



^ |3PiafV<ll^i|tt0 ttit IllUkl 
iemtKilUKUikiet^Sib 

wiy) r ;^ f ^ ta|i^ , 1^**^ 
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for A CftrlBti raiuxnKnis 


■I^TTi'T.\ i 

l«>T. >\tr T.'jTTT 


afa ort eomfltoyiofoiay 
OAl^OttAl 8(JOMt. 

‘B«t 8 jciiatt 8 e»tto 
Australia 
l{ 4 tU 7 >|iit Sagla n d 
towri^ party, but tA«A 




lAwtls. IQOO’. OrWltiS' 
itat^Bpwlariu3A}pl4 
pattooavMrAirhlxli. ^ 
adiitelnluradboth '' , 
plcdlwii £» saioa xaatoli’; 


* w^ldT* yJfvW-f 


tlaf»ritas.£tu^^ 
Viototia, 199V There 
will also be a few new 
entiles to the CurUme 
Idatohessesttou vthmA 


It is very 

unfortunate that 
cricketers ore not 
like postoge 
stamps. As oil 
philotelists will 
oppreciote, a 
siigntiy damaged 
postoge stomp 
con be worth a 
great deol more 
then o perfect 
specimen...lt is 
one of the sodder 
Curiosities of 
Cricket thot a 
slightly domoged 
cricketer does not 
increose hi 
volue... 


Wfhl|Bb|i±^ 

(ksodL m AittUiJiliL 


1990*? That us 

we need to know. Theore 
Is no point in going into 
sto)msoh<chuiyiing 
atediosil detail. A few 
wtnters ago. theentry 
would have read 
TBnil^and babman^ 
noee^Ut while batting: 
M.W.OatUngiaWest 
indies,1996’. No 
illUBtiwti«aiatwqui^ 
Xaid^Mid; lelMiao^ 
tiaUBnanoraqking 
ihnnib t a ki n g oatohi P J. 
00^. AindmUa. 1990*. 
CbkdnS CnilQ^etiea are 
ntAonly about tnjdlr^. 




sKnnecdlhemihiiy 
appear to be, tlM^^ 
.shoiut strange 
^ diainisttia, odd teams 
and iimusua) soaring 
feats. And this tour has 
bad its jduub of these 
too. Twtsmen seoringa 
centuiy after b«aiig run 
ottbkgddDX Jonea, 


to'BacheloreT '* 
j^pmstera’and *|ilatoh 
for 11 Pairsofl/thite 
BrseOhsaandll 
Waistoosts*, Down 
imdisrihesnuads^ 

*4 4 %£nvn Iba nrikmall WmaHnm ^ 


WmrnmiA 


Some WithOnly One 
|lM,0omsWl^ Thigh 
Strain, Some With ^ 
precioimUttk» TaS^ 
ThelthrmFlaoeand ,, 
Others who Seam To > 
Bawe Uht'Ihedr ihied 
{hrmidabtoSHims 
Sutirshf*. irmutfular * * 
Onfr-1>t^l>s|aam ^ 
TournamamBSsorlbed 
ae WorMSsSiesfW’is 
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Caitrol sponsored Mercedes 
Winner - World Sports Prototype 
Championsiiip 




CasIrolJaguar- 
Runner-up IMSA GTP 
Manufacturers Championship 
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‘Urid'baek toft-hand 
iMtanim eneUng thumb 
taMng catch: David. I. 
CkMMW 

almost Brec^tian, 
xnmitioii of ‘13 Heavy 
WitbSin v 13 light With 
Honesty', played at 
Maidstone in 1882. 

108 years on, that 
aounds lik» Pakistan V 
New ZSeaiand, except 
that all the lx^ers who 
pid^ at ibe seams on 
boUi ddes were the ones 
Ptoavy WithBin, and the 
bsitanm who had to 
wateAi the hall 
hoomeraQgihg out 

aUp were^ 

•Hto'.bneal^l^frWia^' . 
Bitoiea^.lvdil»3t 


xhodem equivalent cf 
the 1893 match played 
in Calcutta. ‘Handsomes 
vUglles’. 

Postage stamps 

It is very unfortunate 
that cricketers are not 
like postage stamps. As 
all philatelists will 
^;)preciate, aklightly 
damaged postage stamp 
can be worth a great deal 
more than a pericact 
specimen. If everatrue 
elector comes aorora a 
Penny Black with Queen 
Vidnria pHnt^d n^itode 
do«m. or even k 22p 
firdU^ass stanip with a 
'non-4Si!itoied'Si^,'tlie > - 
pnlssBranfut^ 

adrsnahn floWssnd the 


We must oil hope 
thot by the time 
1991 gets itself 
properly under 
woy on English 
victory in o Test 
motch will not 
still be clossified 
os one of the 
most 

extroordinory of 
the Curiosities of 
Cricket... 



that aslii^tiy damaged 
o^keter does not 
inermse in value, not 
even in Australia or 
West Indies where there 
are many more perfect 
specimens than 
Imperfect ones. And in ' 
Britain we have so many 
players whose printing 
is upside down, so to 
speak, that it is the 
immarked cricketer that 
has the rarity value. 

We must all ho{)e that 
hythstimslB9igete 
itself properly und^ 
way, sp Shghsh vtetoiy 
in a Tek nkatob wdl not 
jdIBheolaiwiftedasoos 
r.ofthemOst'. ' > 

extoaosdinaryciltlw ^ 
CtokoBltiSB of (kidtets# 
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On the continuing 
challenge of the 
marathon, 
especially after all 
these years: 


JONES: We’re still crazy 
after all these years. We 
must be if we continue to 
do it. There must be 
some sort of fascination 
there. I’ve got my own 
reasons, my own 
motivation. I’m still 
rather inexperienced at 
the marathon. Although 
my nmning career has 
been long and 
well-documented. I’ve 
only run 11 marathons 
as opposed to what Bob 
has done. I still have a 
lot to learn. 

DiCasttlla: But you 

always make mistakes, 
because there’s just so 
much that can happen. 1 
think that’s pan of the 
challenge. I feel that I 
can still run faster, and 
until I’m convinced that 
I can’t nm faster. I’ll 
keep trying. It’s difficult 
to get everything right 
every race, because 
i there are so many 
I variables. 

You still xnake silly 
little mistakes, and they 
have many implications 
on your performance. 
It’s tough to nm the 
Ideal race, the perfect 
race. That’s what we’re 
all after —that elusive 
perfect race when the 
conditions are right and 
the Dace is right. 


WMlailM: Do you think 
age might keep you 
from that? 


JUM: I don't think age 
has anything to do with 
it. Look at John 
Campbell. He’s 41. 



MCnMIailthijikthe 
age factor comes down 
to commitment and 
motivation. 

JMM: And confidence. 


. On what one thought 
during the long miles | 
of a marathon? 


HMl: I always try to run 
an easy pace. 1 like to 
finish strong. I don’t 
like to finish tired. 1 
never finish and thiiik 1 
can’t do more. I like to 
think I always have 
more in me. 

JWWS: Stopping! It 
depends on how you’re 
running. If the race is 
going well, you (,*an 
think about whatever 
you want to think about. 
DtCasMIi: If ou have to 
concentrate on what 
you’re doing. 

JNM: 'That depends on 
how you feel and your 
position in the race. If 
you’re out front, then 
you have nothing to 
think about. You’ve 
almost home. 

Krt SB sm i : in a dose race 
it’s harder —when you 
are always in a pack in 
the ftont. I think then 
you start to think 
negative. 

JMM: 1 disagree. 1 think 
it’s harder to be out in 
front on your own that it 
is to be with the pack. 
The pack can help you. 


STEVE JONES 

KrlStlpllSas:lfyoufeel 

comfortable with the 
pack, it’s okay. But you 
might also feel. “This is 
little too fast for me. ’’ 

j Joms: When you're 
hurting—when you’re 
struggling in the 
pack- -that’s when you 
concentrate the hardest 
on how yoxi fefel. You are 
aware even less of what 
is happening around 
you. 

I When you're on your 
I own behind the pack or 
1 on yourowninft-’ontof 
I the pack, that’s when 
: you think about how 
I you feel, Tbe times I’ve 
run with a pack. I’ve 
never thought about 
how I felt until I just 
couldn’t go on. 
DeCaiMliii: "never think 
about how I feel. If you 
look at photos of any of 
us, you see this very 
transihxed expression. 
And even though you 
might think you’re not 
thinking about 
anything, you’re very 
much concentrating. It’s 
not easy to nm at the 
pace we want to run. 


On how the 
concentration 
factor is the 
difference between 
top marathon 
runners and the 
next echelon 


KrisHaMMl: (laughs) 
That’s the reason they 
are the second -best! 

Dl Cadtlll: I’ve always 
said one of the real 
difficulties in the 
marathon is 
concentrating for more 
than 2 hours. It’s total' 
concentration. The 
hardest part of the race 
is obviously at the end, 
when you’re most 
fatigued, but that’s 
when you have to 
concentrate ttie most. 
You have to use 
everything you have. 
KristnasM: But do you 
start to concentrate 
when the race starts? If 
you start concentrating 
when the race starts, 
then you will be tired 
mentally when you come 
to the part when you 
need it. It’s easier for us 
in women’s races, 
because we are not in 
large packs. We can 







visually do our own race 
BfCiSiBtll.’lt’s dillicult 
in a big^ pack of 
men— when you have 15 
to 20 people running at 
sub-5-nunute pace 
They’re all jostling tor 
position especially at 
drink stations, and 
trying to run the 
tangents 


Onthiinost 

marathon 


00 Castella: That's 
diliicult because each 
race I go into is, at the 
time, always the most 
important event for me, 
regardless of anything 
else that I’ve done 
Probably, in 
retrospect, you can 
answer it by saying 
which race gave you the 
most credibihty, which 
was your fastest, which 
got you the most 
publicity, which made 
you the most money or 
whatever But it’s 
difficult to say Judging 
from those criteria, for 
me It might be the World 
Championships in 1983 
or maybe Boston in ’86 
KrMlailsai: Of course, it's 
easy to look at the 
London Marathon in '85 
I because that was my 
best time But I also 
think of the Boston 
Marathon in '86 It was 
nice to be in a different 
race- a change from 
running London and 
Stockholm for so many 
years Boston is the 
oldest marathon, too 
And part of the London 
Marathon in '87 was 
good, but not the last 
part, because 1 lost my 
concentration 
Mill: My best marathon 
was the World 
Championships in Rome 
in 1987 I knew 1 could 
get a good marathon 
with nice weather, but it 
was hot and the surface 
was bad Also,’85 m 
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Ail tampions; (From 
left): Rob De Castella, 
Ro»t Mota, Ingrid 
Kristiansan and Steve 
Jones 


Chicago was good 
because it was my best 
time And I think of the 
Olympics, too But for 
me, medals are more 
important than times 
Because medals stay 
forever Times change 
Juts: Twosprmgto 
mind for me London in 
’85 and New York in ’88 
People may have 
thought, especially the 
ones in England, that 
Chicago m ’84 was a 
flash-m-the-pan for me 
I realized 1 had to do well 
in London to show that 
Chicago hadn’t been just 
a strong occasion 
I had a coach up until 
the’84 Olympics Then 
he retired, and from 
July of ’84 until London, 
1 (’oached myself It was 
very satisfying to have 
coached myself, 
especially toward the 
end of the race when I 
knew 1 was going to 
win It was just one of 
those days when it all 
woiked And for New 
York in ’88 

DeCasmis: What about 
Chicago in ’85 [when 
Jones ran 2 07 13]*^ 
JtR8S: That was a 
different experience 
again because I had 
already won Chicago in 
’84 and London in’85 I 
had already proven to 
myself that I could be a 
world-class athlete Of 
course, I didn’t get the 
record in Chicago 
KriSttnsii: You were 1 
second short 
Dl CiStllli: But the way 
you ran that, to me, is 
still one of the greatest 
marathons ever 
JWNS; That day happens 
only once m a lifetime 
But I still feel the two 
other marathons meant 
more to me New York m 
’88 happened after three 
or four years off, 
between injuries and 
sicknesses I left the 
Royal Air Force in June 


of 88 and just 
concentrated on my 
training, getting a good 
background for New 
York. 

It worked, once again. 


I didn’t do it on my own 
this time; I had 
coaching. And a friend 
of mine came from 
Wales to be here and 
train with me. That was 


very satisfying. A lot of 
people sacrificed time 
and effort to help me 
out. That’s one of the 
reasons why I remember 
that race. 
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disappointments of 
running a bad 
marathon 


JHIkYou just try to 
forget it. 

KfiW Mm ; I always 
forget my races, even if I 
gfo fast or have a nice 
race. In this sport, you 
can never look back. You 
always must look 
toward the next one. It's 
very importemt not to 
think that you are so 
great when you are 
doing a great race, just 
as you cannot think you 
are so bad when you are 
doing a bad race. 
DlGlSlllli: One would 
like to think you will be 
remembered for your 
whole career, not just 
for one or two races, 
whether they be very 
good races or very poor 
races. But there's no 
doubt that running bad 
races doesn’t do your 
confidence any good. It's 
not much fun. If 
anything, I try to use it j 
as a motivation—to | 
make myself more 
determined to run faster 
and not have to 
experience that thing 
again. 

I’ve had two very 
disappointing races. 

One was the World 
Championships in 
Rome, when I didn't 
finish. 1 felt so bad that I 
couldn't even satisfy 
myself with the way I 
was ruiming. It just felt 
so out of character. Even 
looking back on it, 1 
don’t really consider it a 
race. Also. I was a bit 
disappointed earlier this 
year with my 
performance in the 
Commonwealth Games. 
Not so much by the fkct 
that I ran badly, but that 
over the last few miles I 
just lost interest. I just 
wanted to finish as soon 








as possible. I didn’t 
enjoy feeling that way, 
to^g interest in the 
middle of a race. 

When you’re running 
well—when you know 
you're in good shape 
physically—mentally 
you're just able to really 
extract something super 
from yourself. But when 
you know you’re 
overtrained and tired, it 
becomes not only a 
physical tiredness but a 
mental fatigue as weU. 
You start to say, “Why 
am I even bothering?” 
You’ve got to have 
confidence in yourself to 
know that it’s not a flaw 
in your character or a 
flaw in yourself as an 
athlete. It’s just an 
indication that you’re 
trying to force it a bit too 
much. 

•iMns: I can’t even 
describe the feeling as 
being humbled. It’s 
much worse. The worst 
I’ve felt in a marathon 
was in the European 
Championship in ’86.1 
know you shouldn’t 
count your chickens 
before they hatch, but 
the medal was around 
my neck at halfway. It 
was the classic case of 
overtraining. And I 
became dehydrated, too, 
and since I had never 
suffered it before, I 
didn’t know the 
symptoms. I just 
thought, “Tm tired 
because I trained hard.” 

At halfway, 1 had a 
2-minute lead, and on 
the return, everyone 
waved to me. Then, 
within 6-K, my legs just 
sort of went. 1 remember 
seeing Rosa and Jose 
Pedrou her coach at 
30-K and they shouted, 
’’You still have a 
minute!” Within 800 
meters, OeUndo Bordin 
and Orlando Pizzolato 
passed me. Then, next 
thing 1 know, Hugh 




Jones went by and 
tapped me on the 
shoulder. Everybody 
who went by tapped me 
on the shoulder and 
said, "Sorry.” 

I got to 35-K, and 
about eight guys from 
my club at home were 
there. They were 
jogging on the spot 


shouting me on. They 
got tired of that, so they 
ran ahead to the next 
mile and shouted me on 
ajpun. It took me 18 
minutes longer to run 
the second half than the 
first, and 12 minutes to 
run the last 2V& 
kilometers. I was 
hurting. 









j 1 remember coming- 
mto the stadium Ifelt 
like I was running on 
j the spot Ijust wanted to 
1 stay composed When I 
I finished I just wanted 
everybody to leave me 
alone There’s a pict u i e 
ol meat the finish 
I standing vei y upi ight 
I and I’ve been ( ri'ditf^ for 
I standing at attention for 
I somebody else s national 
anthem 1 just didn t 
I want to fall down 

Soriu“ f I lends of mine 
j and Steve Bums is one of 
1 them told me that they 
were crying as I ran 
I down the back straight 
I They just felt so sorry 
I for me I didn’t feel 
anything But I wasn’t 
! going to drop out, 
j because all my Inends 
. were there for me 1 
remember just seeing 
the line in the middle ol 
j the road fox miles 1 
1 wasn’t in pam I was just 
broken 

Moti: ^ast year in Osaka 
I didn’t finish the race 
I because I felt bad I 
' didn’t care about time, 1 
didn’t care about place I 
just didn’t have any 
luck, and 1 felt really 
bad Then, a few weeks 
later, I ran Los Angeles, 
and 1 felt strong But I 
made a big mistake to 
run a marathon without 
the right training 1 love 
and respect the 
marathon, so this was a 
big lesson 


On the best 
marathonef^4 tuile 
wfenwie,lp^ey 
have ever ii||n 


JtMS: Technically now. 
It sBoidin 
De Cistslla: At the 

moment yes Asa 
group the Africans ai-e 
incredible athletes The 
only hojw that we have 
IS that they might make 
a lot ol silly httle 
mistakes 


Mots: Like they did at 
Boston this year 
08 Cislilla: 1 got 

cx'iticized in the press for 
making a generalization 
at Boston, but 1 still 
stand by it fairly 
slronglv The Africans 
make more silly 
mistakes than we do Of 
course Wakihurn is an 



exception, and Hussein 
is a ver-y smart runner 
too 

Janas: Ikangaa, too But 
the African mentality is 
just to burn each other 
off 

Kristlansaa: They do that 
on the track, too 
Joaas: l don’t think that 
makes them great 


marathon runners 
Oa Castalla: They’re great 
athletes, but that doesn’t 
necessarily make them 
great marathon 
runners 

Jonas: I think they could 
be, if they would only 
control their efiort the 
whole way 

Oe Castalla: Ixiok at 


Douglas Wakihurii: one 
of the great masters of 
the marathon from Kenya 

Densimo His record m 
Rotterdam was 
spectacular 

JintS: I don’t agree with 
that I’ve got this thing 
about Rotterdam It may 
be 26 2 miles, but it’s an 


orchestrated race Okay, 
they run 26 miles, but 
it’s how they run it 
Even the lead car is a 
rabbit That race doesn’t 
have my respect, nor 
does Densimo’s time on 
that course 
Ds Cistnlla: But it’s stiii 
the fastest time and an 
indication of what he 
can do What I was 
going to say is that he 
hasn’t gone on and 
justified it 

JoniS: Tliat’s why I can’t 
acc*ept it 

Ds CSStniln: On the other 
hand, someone like 
Ikangaa hasn’t run that 
sort of time, but his 
career has spanned 10 
years 


On tht physical and 
nttnlal aspects of a 
marathon 


08GaStSila:lt's8Oper 

cent mental, 
c onsidermg all the 
discipline and 
dedication and your 
attitude toward racing 
and how you deal with 
the pressure The 
trainmg IS easy I could 
write out a training 
programme for someone 
to run a 2 08 marathon, 
provided he has the 
talent to do the training 
Bui the mental side of it 
IS very difficult to teach 
people That's why, up 
until recently, before the 
advent of sports 
psychology, athletes 
had to have been born 
with a natural talent 


On the type of 
person a normal 
marathoner is 


DeClItalla: We re the 

good guys We’re much 
more social 
Metl: We are more 
friendly Before the 
start, we talk, and even 
after the finish 
Ol Castalla: it comes with 
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the event We have so 
much in common, and 
we have an incredible 
respect for each other 
We know how hard each 
other ha& trained You 
may have the talent, but 
you also have to have the 
discipline to tram hard 
And. to a certain extent 
we compete afjainst the 
event I don’t think any 
of the other distances 
really do that Were 
competing against the 
marathon We feel that 
the best ellort on the day 
wins 


On the extent of 
drugs in the 
marathon 


De Castilla: it s 

something wo alJ have to 
woi k as hard as possible 
loeiadiiate Itspuie 
and simple cheating 
Once vou start to i heat 
anybody can win 
Becau.se our spoi t is 
becoming more 
prolussiunal with all the 
I money iwcryfody wants 
I to win It’s a niattei of 
policing the spoi t moi e 
than they do at the 
pxesent and educating 
the athletes A lot ot 
them justify drug abuse 
by thinking their 
competitoi s do it They 
rationalize, and you 
have to convince them 
that everybody else isn t 
doing it Those who are 
caught should be out of 
1 he sport for not j ust two 
years, but four or five 
years 

Janas: For life 
Mall: But the 
blood-doping is not easy 
to detect 

Janas: if you don’t abide 
by the rules, you don’t 
complete We see this 
with South Africa 
DaCasMIa: It’s a very 
hard stand to take, but I 
think the situation of 
drug abuse in our spxirt 
requires a very hard 


stand to be taken 
Janas: it’s the only way 
you’ll give every athlete 
the confidence to 
complete, assuring that 
they all had the same 
breakfast, virtually, and 
that they don’t take 
drugs Not that we go to 
the starting line 
thinking T wondei if 
he s taking drugs 
because if you had that 
worry, you wouldn t 
tram 

DaCastalli: 

Unfortunately we have 


H’s difficult to get 
everything right every 
race, bemuse there 
are so many variables. 
You still make siliy 
mistakes and they 
have many 
implications on your 
performance—Robde 
Casteila 


federation and told to do 
a test tomorrow, I could 
test piositive I think the 
drug issue is extremely 
important and has to 
maintain credibility It’s 
bad for the spiort 


On the future of the 
marathon 


Da Casteila: The depth of 
the spiort is what’s 
improved the most Look 
at the women In 1980, 
there was only Grete 
The depth for both will 



this new drug. EPO 
Krisllmsea: But there are 
such side effects' You 
may wm a million 
dollars, but you may be 
dead two years later 
Da Castilla:! believe the 
whole drug pxilicy needs 
revision by the lAAF and 
IOC It's absurd that 
athletes are being 
banned and lumpied iii 
with steroid abusers for 
taking cold medicines 
when they’re sick Why 
should a distance 


runner with a sinus 
infection oj a heavy c old 
be banneu lor taking 
anything^ Instead of 
having one inci edibly 
long list will ( 
everything on it that 
every atnieh' ha.s to 
abide by, there should bc' 
event and sport .sputifir 
lists, and lists too for 
both training and 
compietition I ve got a 
cold now In theory, if I 
were taking Siiiutab and 
got rung up by the 


improve even more as 
marathon running 
becomes even more 
professional 
kristtllisn: wait until the 
Kenyan and African 
women start to run 
They can be great 
athletes, but today they 
become wives and 
mothers too soon 
Jmtt: If they have even 
half the talent of the 
African men, they’ll be 
there 

KatyWHUmift 



Accused 


I T was leal bad l\ick loi in 

the Australian Ojien as she went 
down to Jana Nov olna in the 
quartei final The German Press is 
responsible to a large extent as 
they are still publishing reports ot 
her father s esca pades I hope that 
she (an lKJUn<*e tiar k to form for 
the Frenc li ()}ieri 
SUHRA7 SAMAL, 

But la 


Time For Change! 


I T comes a«* no sui prise that 
theindians were given a drubbing 
in the Supt‘r Soccer Senes by the 
European team The Indian 
playei's lack the temperament, 
speed and coordination Pitt mg 
them against a world class team 
does not give them the required 
exposure The format certainly 
ne^s to be clianged because 
Indians are not capable of giving 
any competition Instead il the 
teams ai’e comprised of both 
Indian and foreign players then 
maybe we can see some gixKl 
Irxitball instead of seeing a 
one sided game The players will 
benefit and the sptxitators can also 
get to see some good evenly 
matchwl soccer The playei s will 
also get the much talked about 
ex[)osure 
HOHIT PAirn M 
Bangalorf* 



ASUp 


I T was Perth that played hosts to 
the Ml/Olid Swimming 
Championships and not 
Melbourne as was mentioned in 
the issue dated i G 22 January 
Sometime last year the magazine 
wastetf many pag<>s showing a 
supei fit Zeeshan Ah As of now ho 
18 not fit toplav in a 
tournanu nt 1 .eandej I'aes has 
also been given a lot of coverage 
Maybe the niaguzine would do 
well to give some cover age to the 
other players 
M C PIKRS, 

BarigaJore 


been questionmg umpiring 
decisions and even then he is a 
allowed to go eootfi^ It is a sorry 
state of Indian cricket than an 
established player hke him is 
setting such a bad example The 
selectors should not allow him to 
go scot free 

S AKHILE8HKRISHNAN, 
ABHISHEK RAMASWAMY. 
Madras 




Sorry State Of Affolrs i 


1 990 (1 jcket milestones in the 
new yeai issue i ompded by Han 
Prasad Chatl€*r)iH> coveie'3 all the 
unportant milestones in tncyeai 
1990 But no mention was made of 
the very unpiofessional attitude 
that Manoj Prat'hakai has br-en 
showing through the year Fit stlj 
it was an ojn-n battle with 
Mariinder Singti Tic was not 
punished throughout He has 


F irst it was the international 
Permit Meet Then it was the 
Super Floppei. read Super Soccer 
What’s next‘s Might be ’Iron’ Mike 
vs Zoram Thanga or Dharminder 
yadav Somehow we Indians have 
always misunderstood the 
moaning of the world 
Intel national Exposure’ Either 
we get thrashed by teams like PSV 
or we mvite shoddy teams to play 
in tournaments like the Asia Cup 
and then pride ourselves in 
wuiningthetiophy A sincere 
appeal to Russi Mody Maybe he 
can invite teams like Bayern 
Munich or Real Madrid to play 
teams like PSV If not the players 
then the crowds can at least get to 
si.*e some good soccer Another 
Super So«‘C“er series like the one 
this year is certainly not wanted 
S SURESB 
Madurai 


Welcome Chaiu^ 


C ONGRATS to Tiger Pataudi for 
the supei b editorial in the 6 th 
Jan ’91 issue It was a welcome 
change from the usually cricket 
oriented editorials Now we know 
that he is capable of writing on 
asp*>cts other than cricket 
S H QAISAR, 

Npw Delhi 


Congrats! 


C ONGRATULATIONS to Satnam 
Singh for winning the Oyama 
Cup’91 The interview withSosaa 
Masutasu Oyama was extremely 
perceptive and interesting 
Thanks a milhon for the nice 
coverage of the event 
HEMANTCHOPRA, 

Calcutta 























C ARRYING" on with 
the kata we are 
serialising, the 
first movement 
this week is a 90° left 
turn, performing a left 
lower block while going 
into zeakutBu-daobi. 
Then step forward with 
the right, going into 
zenkutau-dachi and 
throw a right middle 
punch. Follow this up 
with two more forward 
steps, throwing a left 
and right punch 
respectively. After that, 
turn 270°, going into a 
left kokutsu-dachi auid 


- 

THE POWER OF THE EMPTY HAND 
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preparing for a 
mawaahi-uki. 

By SMva)! CMiguly 
Kyokushinlurikan karsto 

l>»IOTOOR*PHS RAMAN BHALLA 


The All India Inatructora’ Canq). 

organised by the 
Kyokushinkaikan Karate HQ, Is 
being held from 4—10 March, 
1891 atHarishPaik, 
Bhawanipur, Calcutta Any 
person with a good martial art 
background can apply to 
Shiviyi Oanguly at 136 Haiish 
Mukherjee Road, Cal 28. Pees. 
Rs 1,600 (indusive of camp 
fees, boarding & lodging). 
Reporting date. 3 March, 
between 4.00 and 6.00 p.m. 
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Turn 90° to toft, performing a toft 
totirar block 


Stop forward with right, throwing 
right middle punch. Then 
take two more steps forward, 
throwing a toft and right punch 


Turn 270° and prepare for 
mawashi-uki 
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Do you think India’s football 
standard is declining 
because the standard of 
club football in Bengal has 
deteriorated? 

I agree that Bengal 
players are made to play 
too many matches in a 
season and they get 
jaded Stars like Bikash 
Panji, Krishanu Dey and 
Tarun Dey play over 100 
matches a season. 
However, the Bengal 
players have lost pride 
in performance. They 
are not upset when they 
lose In my days, when 
plajring for Mohun 
Bagan or East Bengal if 
we lost a match we 
remained shocked, our 
pride was hurt and we 
al ways aimed for 
revenge. Now that spirit 
IS totally missing. 

The clubs are also 
I greedy for money. 

I Previously Mohun 
I Bagan on principle just 
played two outstation 
I tournaments, the 

In my days, 

' when playing 
for Mohun 
Bagan or East 
Bengal if we 
lost a match 
we remained 
shocked, our 
pride was 
hurt and we 
always aimed 
for revenge. 
Now that 
spirit is 
totally 
missing. 


se 


Durand and Rovers. 
Nowadays, they have 
even started playing in 
the DCM and several 
other tournaments. 
Players are too 
greedy.. just to make a 
quick buck. They play 
exhibition matches in 
rural areas and in the 
districts for money. 
When I played in 
Calcutta, I never played 


for any office team, as I 
didn’t want to over-exert 
myself. Nowadays all 
the players want jobs 
and there are too many 
office tournaments. 

Sportsworld: Can you tell us 
about the TFA? 

We started by 
coaching young players, 
from the age of 12-14 
years. ’They were 


talented but we 
nurtured them. I made 
them play in all 
positions but then 
judged their ability and 
accordingly decided 
their positions. We 
provided them with all 
the facilities, weight 

Mohammad Habib (middle) 
with another great of his 
time (Nayeem): nostalgia 













Greedy; Habib 


training, grymnasium, 
regular medical check 
ups, education and 
football videos and other 
forms of relaxation 
The TFA IS the first of 
its kind m India Every 
year we examine new 
players and those who 
are not up to the mark 
axe dropped P’or 
mstance, Manoj Kumar 
of Delhi was dropped as 











Mohammed 
Habib, played for 
East Bengal, 
Mohun Bagan and 
Mohammedan 
Sporting, from 
1966 to 1982-83, a 
record 18 years. 
Popularly known 
as "Bade Mian” or 
Little Master of 
football, Habib 
was the epitome 
of professionalism. 
P.K. Banerjee 
called him, "the 
king of kings". 
During his career, 
he was the most 
sought after 
footballer in 
Calcutta. Slight of 
build the 
short-statured 
Habib played 
successfully even 
against well built 
foreigners, due to 
sheer will power, 
determination and 
technical skills. 
Originally from 
Hyderabad, Habib 
was not highly 
gifted, but 
constant practice 
and dedication, 
made him one of 
India's all time 
greats. Since 1984, 
he has been 
coaching the Tata 
Football Academy 
(TFA). In 1990-91, 
he was giver the 
honour of 
coaching India. 


his height did not 
increase beyond five 
feet I am glad that 
Flavio Leitao and Alok 
Das were selected for 
India, for the Super 
Soccer senes It is a 
tnbute to our system 

Is one TFA sufficient to 
improve the national 
standard? 

Good question and I 
agree we should have 
many academies like the 
TFA The motive of all 
the academies should be 
to produce players who 
will excel for India We 
should not just produce 
talent foi clubs SAI also 
started a SAG sc heme 
for the youngsters But 
they have spent a lot and 
results are limited 

Do you think there is an 
overdependence on foreign 
players in Calcutta football? 

Yes I would say so 
East Bengal needlessly 
br ought out of form 
Julian Camino from 
Argentina and John 
Devine from England a 
couple of years ago Was 
it necessary*^ There were 
many Indian players 
better than them 
Mohammedan Sporting 
also just want to pack 
their team with 
foreigners, mstead of 
developing talent in 
India Inmyopmion, 
Majid Basker was the 
only really great foreign 
player Calcuttans had 
the privilege to witness 
His control, shcxitmg, 
aggression, running 
and shielding the ball 
were all world class 

You have coached and 


played for India. What is the 
difference between Indian 
football in your days and 
now? 

Im my days, players 
like Peter Thangaraj, 
Chum Goswami, Yusuf 
Khan, P K Banerjee. 
Balaram Kannanand 
others had great will 
power We never 
accepted defeat, even 
when playing against 
top class foreign 
opposition Our 
ambition was to play two 
or three Asian Games I 
played in 1970 and 
1974 But these days the 
players ambition is ' 
limited They are just 
satisfied wearing India 
colours which 16 easily 
obtainable nowadays It 
was tough in our times 

We were also more 
determined and never 
got won lod about 
injuries 

In 1978 I sustained a 
knee injury but by 
exercising and sheei 
will power continued 
playing loi another five 
years In contrast one of ^ 
our Indian players in 
praotic-e was hit on the 
head by eui opponent s 
knee It was a minor 
injury, but he showed it 
to a specialist took two 
X-rays and missed 
practice 

When I played m 
Calcutta I maintained 
my character and was 
nevei distracted I never 
smoked or drsuik or 
indulged m any pastune 
or vices which could mar 
my ability on the 
field Such total 
dedication is required 
for success in football 

Novy Kapadia A Ghaus 
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The fallout of the Khaima vs 
Amritraj feud affects this 
much-awaited prestigious meet 


W E m India have 
this uncanny 
knack of being 
self destructive 
It’s ail most second 
nature to us 
When the Asmk lation 
of Tennis Pi ofessionals 
(ATP) 

condescended —should 
that read were 
hustled ^ to allow India 
the privilege ol hosting 
one of its Challenger 
events it should have 
been time to rejoice 
Sandwiched, in the 
ATP tour format 
between the top 
tournaments and the 
lesser satellite circuits 
the Challengei was to be 
the highest level 
international tennis 
tournament being 
played here since the 
Seventies That alone 
should have prompted 
an all out effort by the 
tennis-promoting 
oi ganisations in the 
country to make a 
success of It 
But no, the tendency 
to hit the self-destruct 
button did not allow that 
to happen The fact that 
it was ATP 

player president Vijay 
Araritraj who had pulled 
strings to get the 
tournament lor the 
Karnataka Tennis 
Players Association was 
reason enough for the 
All India Tennis 
Association (AITA) to 
attempt putting the 
proverbial spoke in the 
wheel 

After theihitial 
reluctance AITA 
secretary Mr H K 
Khanna thought it wise 
to give (presumably for 
his public image) the 
tournament the 
go-ahead The idea of 
which was to provide 
Indian pla\rrs an 
opportunity to kncxik up 
a few ATP points, 
anyway 


It seems a habit now 
that the 

Amntraj Khanna 
rivalry is dragged into 
all aspects of Indian 
tennis The Challenger 
series was not to be an 
exception 

The AITA insisted that 
the organisers route the 
letter asking for 
government permission 
to hold the tournament 
through them Though 
the ATP rules do not 
requif e'clearance from 
tljp natit’hal asscxnation 
the AlTA’s c-onstitution 
makes this clearance 
cximpulsory This 
therefore became the 
bone of contention But 
if one were to read 
between the lines, all the 
tamasha was basically 
an extension of the war 
between the two factions 
of Indian tennis 

By the time better 
sense prevailed over 


Khanna—and he 
generously declared 
that he had no ohjectioiib 
to the Karnataka 
Players Asscxnation 
holding the 
tournament it was 
almost D-Day And the 
lack of preparation was 
very apparent on the 
pfiierwise well 
organised tournament 
in the garden < ity 
In an age when even 
up and CMDmmg playei s 
chalk out their plajrmg 
programmes well in 
advance, it is ridiculous 
to expect top level 
competition when the 
organisers themselves 
don’t know whether 
th&ir tournament is 
being held or not’ And 


with the gulf war 
affecting air travel the 
toui iiament was doomed 
to be disappointing tioni 
the very stait 
I<ortunately the 
Indian satellite ciicuit 
had ]U8l ended and 
many of (he players had 
stayed on to have a shot 
at the higher-rated 
Challenger tournament 
The constant 
complaint that the 
tournament was not up 
to the mark either in 
standard or in flair 
might have been 
justified to some extent 
One would even risk 
contradicting Vijay 
Amntraj’s claim that the 
tournament had 
talented players who 



BWIB 



could be the Agassis and 
Changs of tomorrow 
Maybe Mr Amntraj saw 
somethmg this 
correspondent didn’t 
And while we moaned 
the apparent mediocrity 
of the foreign players 
who came to Bangalore, 
we failed to appreciate 
the tact that only one 
Indian made it past the 
last 16 stage S 
Vasudevan The tall 
South Indian made the 
quarter finals with a 
liard fought third set 
tie-break wm With no 
desire of being too harsh 
on our player it would 
be pertinent to add that 


the Indians were the 
only players who had 
Davis Cup experience 
under their belts No 
other player m the draw 
had even got a sniff of 
his country’s Davis Cup 
blazer 

The absence of the 
now popular Leander 
Pass was the talking 
point of the week Paes’ 
last-minute withdrawal 
from the tournament on 
grounds of fitness could 
have been mistaken (and 
indeed it was by some 
cynics) as a case of cold 
feet The Wimbledon 
junior champion, fresh 
from his Masters 


traction 



triumph in Indore was 
in Bangalore prior to the 
start of the 

tournament drawn to 
play favourite 
Gabrachizde in the first 
round The grapevine 
had it that this was the 
reason for Paes’ 
withdrawal 
While this may not be 
true at all. Pass’ 
management could have 
handled things with a 
httle more tact and 
diplomacy As it was, 
the organisers felt 
shghted by the new 
national champion So 
did the many 
disappouited fans 
especially young school 
girls, who had hoped to 
see the home grown 
jumor Wimbledon 
champion 
Moving VO the 
tournament itself, while 
Vijay Amntraj should be 
credited for having 


pulled the ATP Tour 
towards India, even he 
would admit that the 
Challenger was not 
given its due 
importance Whether 
this was due to the feud 
that preceded the 
tournament was 
immaterial, smce it 
would in no way 
influence the rejxirts of 
the ATP observers at 
Bangalore on the way 
India handled the 
Challenger 
Ball-boys with no 
footwear, no proper 
facihties to water the 
hard courts in the hot 
afternoons, young and 
nervous school kids 
keeping lines and a 
general public apathy 
towards the tournament 
couldn’t have gone down 
well with the ATP 
representatives present 
In spite of 
good-intentions the 
orgamsers keepmg the 
gates open to the public 
free of cost,the crowds 
were selective Some I 
sections ol the press, 
which went overboard in 
the coverage of the 
satellite circuit, chose to 
Ignore the more 
prestigious Challenger 
And the AITA thought I 
its duty ended the 
imnute it gave clearance 
to the tournament 
On that Simday 
afternoon, when 
German Frank 
Dennhardt walked up to 
collect his first prize of 
3,600 US dollars after he 
had overcome the 
temperamental Soviet, ^ 
he remarked, Tve been 
waitmg for this moment 
since I jomed the tour 
four years ago ’ 

Which made one 
think, India had to wait 
over ten years to stage a 
tournament of this 
nature And what did we 
do’ Self-destruct' 

Andy fPBrim, Bangalore 




ASIAN JUNIOR SQUASH CHAMPIONSHIPS, COLOMBO 


G old was unlikely, 
silver a 
possibility, no 
medal an equally 
distinct possibility, but 
we finally had to settle 
for the bronze. By all 
accounts, a very 
creditable performance 
by our inexperienced but 
gutsy junior boys in the 
5th Asian Junior 
Sqaash Championship, 
Colombo By winning 
the bronze, the team 
comprising national 
junior champion 
AverinderPal Singh, 
runner-up Udai Singh, 
erstwhile national 
under-16 champion 
Rishad Pandole and 
Gajendra Singh 
Rathore, equalled the 
performance of the 
Indian Juniors led by 
whiz kid Adrian Ezra at 
the last Asian Junior 
Championship at 
Bahrain two years ago. | 
Intei'estingly enough. 
A.P. Singh was a part of 
the earlier foursome as 
well. 

Pakistan, amid a 
general feeling of 
having fieldeid over aged 
boys, reigned supreme, 
both in the individual' 
and the team events. 
Abdul Rasheed repeated 
Jansher Khan's feat of 
winning the individual 
event for the second time 
in a row. The Pakistani 
boys, professionals to 
the core, were several 
rungs above the rest, but 
nevertheless were given 
a run for their money by 
the seasoned Malaysians 
and stretched by our 
own Averinder Pal 
Singh 

The focus was never 
on the gold, but on the 
silver. In this 6-nation 
round robin 
tournament, Malaysia, 
Singapore, Hong Kong 
and India were 
contenders for the silver 
with host Sri Lanka not 


quite in the reckoning. 
After having lost 
convincingly to 
Pakistan and beaten Sri 
Lanka equally 
convincingly, against 
Hong Kong the first of 
our crucial ties was 
played, at the Taj 
Samudra air conditioned 
court. 

Playing to the order of 
3-1-2, which remained 
till the end, young 
Rishad Pandole attacked 
from the word go and 
kept a pace too hot for 
the Hong Kong No 3, He 
won convincingly 9-7, 




9-3. 9-6. Averinder ,,. 

Singh followed it with a 
crushing defeat of Hong 
Kong No. 1 Dick Leong. 
PYom a 5-2 lead which 
saw some long 
well-fought rallies, 
Leong simply caved in to 
the pressure of 
Averinder Singh’s 
consistent attack to lose 
5-9,0-9, 2-9. Udai Singh 
completed the formality 
by beating his rival in 
the classic plate final 
(where he had got a walk 
over due to the 
indisposition of the 
Hong Kong player) 


Left: Abdul Rasheed 
and Zubair Khan met 
in the final. Rasheed 
retained the title 

8-10, 9 10, 9-4, 9-0. It 
was a most emphatic 
win made to look easy by 
the aggressive play of 
our youngsters. Udai 
Singh had the 
satisfaction that his 
classic plate title was not 
a hollow one after all. 

Then came the crucial 
tie against the 
experienced Malaysians. 
Rishad Pandole fought 


as best as he could, but 
never stood a chance of 
beating the all round 
play of Premen Menon. 
He went down 6-9, 3-9, 
0-9. Averinder Pal was 
pitched against the 
fluently stroking C!hen 
Seoung Lee. Whenever 
Averinder Pal gave 
signs of subduing his 
opponent, the Malaysian 
raised his game and 
produced some 
incredible winners. And 
those came, when the 
chips were down. 'Hie 
Malaysians plucky 9-7, 
9-5,3-9,10-9 victory 


•0 





sealed our hopes of 
silver. In a match of 
academic interest Udai 
Singh got a walkover, 
leading 7-2 against 
Henry Ho when the 
Malaysian came into j 
his way and paid the 
penalty with a cut on his 
eye lid. 

And so on the last day 
of the tournament was 
set up the battle'for the 
bronze with Singapore. 
The Indians played with 
a fierce determination 
giving nothing away. 
They pressurised the 
Singaporeans by 
attacking them without 
any reprieve. Their 
aggression paidbff and 
they won convincingly 
to bring home the 
bronze. Rishad Pandole 
beat Steven Tan 9-3, 9-3, 
3-9, 9-2. Averinder Pal 
beat Verson Teo 9-7, 9-2, 
2-9,9-7 and Udai Singh 
beat Ho Wing Leong 
10-9, 9-3, 9-3. 

In the battle for the 

Averinder Pal Singh of 
India and Waalm Khan 
met in the quarter 
final. It waa 

unfortunate that Singh 
loat 



The Indian and the 
Pakistan team get 
together for a group 
photograph before 
their team match 

gold and silver, 

Pakistan was made to 
struggle by the fighting 
Malaysians. The 
Malaysian No. l and 3 
took a game each of 
their worthy opponents, 
but had to bow to their 
overall superiority. 

While Pakistan was 
head and shoulders 
above the rest in the 
boys section the 
Malaysian girls enjoyed 
a similar superiority 
over the Singapore. 
Hong Kong and 
Sn Lankan girls. The 
individual final was an 
all Malaysian 
affair 15 year old 
Sandra pitched against 
her more experienced 
teammate Cheong Wai 
Li. 1 n a classic battle of 
skill and technique 
versus sheer power and 
athleticism Wu’s better 
touch gave her the edge 
and earned her the 
well-deserved honour of 
“Princess of Asian 
squash”. 

What was heartening 
was the spirited 
aggression and 
determination our lads 
showed in the courts. 
This experience is 
certainly going to do a 
world of good to their 
game. Of p)articular 
interest will be the effect 
it will have on Rishad' 
Pandole who will be 
eligible for the next 
Asian Jiinior two years 
from now. With other 
young players like 
Rishad Billimoria, 
Murghai, and the 
Asthana twins Vineet 
and Vinay in support, 
the silver lining is for 
real. 

Twrt/Ptiotegr i i hs liyCoi. Hal 
Manchanda 





L ast week we talked 
about the immune 
system and bow ovei- 
exercising" could load to 
various infections 
because the immune 
system cannc)t handle 
the ‘stress' This week 
we arc to journey 
through 1 he intricacies 
and also give you some 
useful ups on how to 
keep that immune 
system ot yours charged 
and working 

Athletes and fitness 
enthusiasts have 
discovered that just 
following a mere fitness 
regimen and a healthy 
balanced diet are not 
always enough to ward 
off infections. In fact, 
many overzealous 
attiletes often find 
themselves fighting off 
colds, influenza, sore 
throat and minor 
injuries that are caused 
by over exertion. 

This excess can in 


THE HEALTH 


turn lead to depression 
resulting in added 
physical problems, 
because there is nothing 
more turning off than 
having to tu ne off an 
exercise programme 
midway, because the 
body cannot handle the 
pressure placed on it by 
th*'jogging, the weights 
and of course, the brain, 
urging the brawn to run 
that extra mile or lift 


that extra pound. Once 
the immune system is 
weakened the body 
becomes more 
vulnerable to many 
physical problems, some 
of them serious. 

Our immune system is 
always waging a war 
against an assortment of 
foreign bodies whose 
presence in the body is 
detrimental, I’hese 
foreign brxlies include 


viruses, bacteria, 
various types of fungus 
and, the most feared; 
cancer cells. If these 
alien bodies are given a 
free operating zone in 
the physical system then 
we become susceptible to 
colds, influenza, 
tuberculosis, cancer and 
even the most dreaded 
AIDS. The list may 
sound frightening but it 
is only partial. What is 
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niort' frightening is the 
lac't that our bodies di e 
always in contact with 
many potentially lethal 
germs 

Our immune system 
composed of a vast 
number of proteins, 
organs, glands and 
soldier cells fight off 
diseases by neutralising 
or removmg infectious 
organisms In an 
extremely complicated 
process the different 
white blood cells sense 
foreign cells that are 
mva^ng the body and 
then secrete chemicals 


that desti oy these 
antibodies The most 
active of these cells aie 
called the T and B cells 
In fact diiy living person 
needs these T and B cells 
during every livmg 
moment because the 
bodies are being 
constantly bombarded 
by an assortment of 
germs 

AIDS or Acquired 
Immune Deficicncv 
Syndrome was really an 
eye-opener It was after 
the outbreak of this 
deadly disease that 
people began to realise 


th& full necessity of the 
immune system The 
mam task of the AIDS 
virus IS to eliminate all 
the T helper cells that 
are crucial to resisting 
infections, and it does so 
very effectively 
Our skin is our first 
line of defence against 
infection Bactericidal 
sweat and sebaceous 
secretions form a 
protective shield, while 
the internal surfaces are 
covered with a layer of 
mucus produced in the 
sinuses and bronchi and 
in the stomach 
The immune system 
can best be* protected by 
a sound nuti ition 
programme Ages ago 
Hippocrates had said 
“Let food be yoni 
medicine and the 
statment holds good 
even today 
VITAMINS AND 
MINERALS: Vitamins 
provide the best 
protection to the body 
Actually the Vitamin C 
in citrus li uits have a 
beueticial effect on the 
immune system 
Vitamin C stimulates the 
most impoi tant T and B 
cells Simply put it 
improves the mobility ol 
the white blood cells It 
also fort dies the thymus 
and lymph nodes and is 
an excellent aiitidoxant 
Vitamin A is another 
vitamin tl lat plays a vital 
role It lb known as the 
‘anil infei'tion vitamin’ 

It IS ('ssential in keeping 
the linings ol the 
respiratory, digestive 
and urogenital tracts 
healthy Vii.. mm A also 
enhances the 
effectiveness of the 
immune soldiers located 
m sweat and tears 
Vile min E IS believed 
to have anti toxin 
qualities and an ability 
to destroy gei ms It is 
also supposed that this 
vitamin increases 


stamina (this is not 
supported by hard facts) 
and also helps build 
resistance to 
degenerative diseases 
like arthritis 

SUNLIGHT: A 

blessing from Mother 
Nature that helps 
activate Vitamm D m 
our skin so that 
calcium can be 
absorbed and utilised 
properly Calcium is 
an essential mineral 
that maintains bones, 
promotes musle 
contraction, nervous 
system functions, 
hormone secretions 
and the activation of 
the immune system 
itself 

Sunlight’s second 
positive effect is the 
activation of the 
pineal gland which 
secretes the hormone 
melatonin Melatonin 
(xmtrols sleep, 
arousal activity and 
also the estrongen 
levels in women Now 
you know why you 
feel better after that 
first half hour in the 
sun But remember 
never get too much of 
sun because then the 
rays are harmful to 
the body and plays a 
pivotal role in 
spreading cancer 

A word of caution 
for those fitness 
freaks who believe in 
crash-diets Cutting 
down on calories 
below the safe level is 
also cutting down on 
the immune system 
Low calorie diets 
causes a serious 
deohne in the white 
blood cells to fight 
viruses and bacterial 
infections 

Stay tuned in and 
next week we shall 
deal with some other 
tricks of the trade to 
keep the immune 
system fighting fit • 







A before the i uiinmg of the 
Hongkong Bank in Calcutta, the 
prenuei sprint in the city’s horse 
racing calendar, as if signalling 
an imminent upset And so it was 
Aazish, the dark bay gelding, 
set a blistering pace as soon as the 
starter’s orders went up, for the 
1 aoo- metre sharp run and m a 
gate to-post effort, stretched his 
lead to a thumpuig 3 3 4 length 
wm over Exclusive, another horse 
who did not run with too much 
support 

The favourite, Simply BrilUant, 
simply ran out of fuel and fiiushed 
a disgraceful fifth in a eight-horse 
battle for a ticket to the Sprinters’ 
Classic in Madras The brooding 
drizzle liad proved its point and 
the sun now came up slowly to 
shine on the Rs 1.500 cup 
Aazish, carrying 46 1 '2 kgs, 
zoomed to the front rightaway 
and had enough firepower to kick 
on further in the straight, coming 
away 2 1/2 lengths in front of the 
field round the bend Shershah 
running alongside did try to upset 
the rhythm of Aazish before the 
straught, but the latter proved 
more than a match for him 
Jockey Robert Gowli, taking no 
chances whatsoever gave luma 
bit of stick even when nearing the 
wimung post, with the result that 
Aazish clocked an impressive 1 
min 13 9 sec on a rather dull 
track 

The son of Scintillating Air and 
Irmeliii, owned by a ladies quartet 
(MrsC N Verma, Mrs V C 
Verma MisHeeiiaMukherjeeand 
Mrs Suneeta Chitlangia), was also 
instrumental in giving trainer 
Vijay Singh and i ider Robert 
Gowh a Hongkong Bank Cup 
double Last year, at identical 
weight, the pair had partnered 
Babi Nobis’ Tambourine Man to 
the prize-winning c-ci emony 
Gowh thus is the only jockey in 
this mne-year-old rai'e foi 
four-year-olds and a.bove. to come 
ui doffing his cap a second tune 


Aazish winning the Hongkong 
Bank Cup in great style from 
Exclusive 

Will Aazish show the same 
‘charge’ at the Sprinters Classic in 
the first weekend of March‘d Going 
by the way he played up at the 
pnze-giviug ceremony and twice 
nearly hoofed out the battery of 
photographers, Aazish is 
obviously rarin’ to go You can 
bank on him 
Anil Grover 


Inte-Sted Chess | 

T ata iron & steel Company 
(Jamshedpur) lifted the Inter 
Stc 'I Chess Championship trophy 
for the third time since the 
inception of the tournament in 
1982 TISCO gathered 15 points in 
five rounds 

TISCO and reigning champions 
Bhilai, who had mternational 
players m their ranks were 
favourites from the beginning to 
win the championship TKCOhad 
International Master Neeraj 
Mishra and V Koshy, whereas 
Bhilai came with international 
players like N Sudhakar Babu, 

R S Gupta, Manoj Verma and 
international woman chess player 
Kiran Agarwal Kiran was the 
only woman player m the 
championship 

Bhilai also gathered 15 points in 


five rounds and tied with 
TISCO But their loss against 
TISCO m the second round proved 
decisive in the end 

This SIX day meet organised by 
the sports cell of Rourkela Steel 
Plant at the Social home attrac’ted 
40 players from 7 units of the 
Steel Plant Sports Board 

Satish Sharms 


UGAlliMlcs 


A RTTN V RAO of Udupi division 
emerged the individual 
champion in the Life Insurance 
Corjxiration’s 24th South Central 
Zone athletics meet held at 
Bangalore recently He bagged 
three golds in the 100 mts, 200 
mts and 400 mts 

Mona Hussey of Bangalore 
Division and P N Padmmi of 
Mysore division were the women’s 
champions bagging three golds 
each The former excelled in 200 
mts, 400 mts and 800 mts, while 
tiie Ir tter in the discus, long jump 
and shot put 

tldupi division with 20 medals 
were team champions followed by 
Mysore (17) and Bangalore (11) 

Ralph F.Patrao 


64 












NEW DELHI 


Faivaiia Hemorial 
Ftatfnll 


D elhi Development Authority 
lifted the coveted North Zone 
Institutional Football tournament 
beatmg' hosts and holders Oi lental 
Bank of Commerce 4 3 via tie 
breaker at the Ambedkai Stadium 
in New Delhi 

Twelve top institutions 
participated which 
mcluded teams such as Railway 
Board, Delhi Transport 
Corporation Ihinjab National 
Bank D E S U F C I and Northei n 
Railways etc m memory of the 
lateShriH L Parvana the 
founder of Sports Club Oriental 
Bank of Commei ce 
D D A were mdeed foitunate to 
win the championship as they had 
exliibited poor skills in the imtial 

The DDA football team were the 
winners of the Parvana 
Memorial tournament 


rounds of the tournament 
However, their performance 
improved considerably as they 
moved up and in the final, they 
surprised every one by their 
coordinated disciplmed game 
giving no chance to the favourites 
Oriental Bank of Commerce 
Rashewi KMwal 


AHMEDABAD 


InterBank hockey 


S TATE BANK OF INDIA won 
the fourth All India Inter Bank 
hockey toui nament by beating the 
star studded Punjab Sind Bank 
2 1 in an absoibmg encounter at 
the Gu)ardt College ground re 
cently 

After a goalless first session 
both teams made some lm< < florts 
to break th( stalemaU Rajendei 
Singh of Punjab Sindh Bank nrt 
ted br illiantly in the sixth minute 
ind gave his side an important 
lead Ironicalh enough it turned 
out to be the c onsolator s goal for 
an otherwise powerful Puniab 
Smdh Hank squad whu h fielded 
four c ui rent national star s who 


had participated in the recently 
concluded 5th Indira Gandhi m- 
temational hockey tournament at 
Delhi 

Came the lOth minute of the 
second half and it was altogether a 
different story The much needed 
equaliser for State Bank of India 
was provided by Sanjay Kumar at 
this moment The 34th mmute 
proved decisive when N S Sodhi 
playing at his artistic best foimd 
the target and chnehed the issue 
for State Bank of India 

Bank of India the hosts.defeated 
Indian Bank 2 1 and secured the 
third position 
Haresh Pandya 


GUWAHATI 


biterDislilct Gik^ 


ITAMRUP District retamed the 
Xksecond Khakan Ahmed 
Memorial Trophy Inter District 
School Cricket Tournament held 
heie recently 

In the final holders Kamrup 
defeated Somtpur District by 37 
runs Batting first the Kamrup 














team piled up 187 lor 7 in the 
allotted 40 overs while Sorutpur 
could only manage 148 runs m 
36 4 overs 

All rounder Manjit Das of 
Kamrup District was declared the 
‘Man of the Tournament’ 

In the first semi final, Kamrup 
defeated Nowffaon by a margin of 
54 runs And in the other 
seim final Somtpur easily routed 
theDibrugarh team 

A total of 22 District teams of 
the State took part m the 
tournament on the final day Mrs 
Khakan Ahmed gave away the 
prizes while Shn Bireswar 
Baruah, Secretary , Sports & 
Culture Govt of Assam, presided 
over the closing ceremony 

PabHra Kr. Deiui 
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first set with his attractive vol 
leys and fast cross returns, Nav- 
neet took a 1 -0 lead But in the 
other two sets he lost his stamina 
and Amarnath won the match 
2-1 

Shubhrakanti Mishra defeated 
Rajeev Bhatia 6 1 6-2 in the iinal 
of the under 17 age group Ear 
her, m the seim finals, Shubhia- 
kanti Mishra beat Amarnath Rath 
6 0,6-0 while Rajeev Bhatia defe 
ated Karmveei Singh by 6-3 6 1 
Anil Kumar Singh 


MADRAS 


InstUnUonal TUun 
dw ss_ 

N EYVELI lignite CORPORA 
TION, aggregatuig 19 pomts 
in the SIX rounds, won the second 
National Institute Team Chess 
Championships conducted by the 
Central Revenues Sports Board at 
Madras in January Theyclmched 
the title when they defeated Air 
In^a 2 5— 1 5 in the final round 
The NLC team clinched the Cen¬ 
tral Revenue rolling trophy and 
with It the cash award of Rs 8000 
presented to the winnmg team, P 
Mitrakanth, A Pavanasam, S 
Ganesan (all FIDE masters) and R 


NLC Team captain P. Mitrakanth 
receiving the Central Revenues 
Trophy from Mr T.C.A 
Ramanujam, Chief 
Commissioner of income Tax 

Muralidharan 

Last year s winners Indian Air¬ 
lines. with 17 points, and hosts 
Centra] Revenues Sports Board, 
with 16 pomts bagged the second 
and third positions and with it the 
cash prizes of Rs 6000 and Rs 
5000 respectively 
There were cash awards for the 
first eight teams, in this 16-team 
competition In addition, there 
were board piizes for the top six 
individual positions S Rangara- 
jan with a score of 6 6 took the top 
spot and the cash award of Rs 
3000 A Pavanasam (5 5) and S 
Ganeswan (5 6) both of NLC 
finished second and third and won 
Rs 2000 and Rs 1500 respectively 
PartabRamchand 


KU RUKSUK'l'RA 


bia^iiDlveisily Jnlto 


D elhi Umversity women’s team 
and Kurukshotra University 
won the women’s and men’s 
championships at the fourth 
All-lhdia Inter-University Judo 

















championship held at University 
Sports (Complex, Kurukshetra 
Umversity 

Delhi Umversity won three 
golds, and two bron:% medals 
Neelam Dalai (below 52 kg), and 
Shashi Prabha (below 61 kg) won 
the golds while Bhavna Bharti 
(below 56 kg) and Rajni Sharma 
(above 61 kg) bagged the bronze 
medals 

In the men's section, 
Kurukshetra University retained 
the top position with a haul of five 
medals Ram Kumar (below 50 
Kg), and Ishwar (below 71 kg) 
won the golds Han Singh (below 
55 kg), and Ishwar (open) 
collected silvers while Manoj 
Kumar (below 65 kg) got the 
bronze medal 
Surest! Kumar Lau 

Delhi University were the 
winners of the Inter-University 
judo women’s championships 


had over 250 participants from 15 
state electncity boards, PSEB 
retained the team championship 
with 27 medals, mcluding 14 
golds in 22 events 
PSEB garnered 106 points, 
followed by last year’s 
runners-up, Uttar Pradesh (40 
points) and Tamil Nadu (26 
points) Amandeep Singh of PSEB 
won the individual championship 
by winning the 800 mtb 1500 mts 
and 500 mts events 
Ralph F. Patrao 


Football 

T ISCO Sports Club WestBokaro 
Colliery (Hazanbagh) won the 
All India Kartik Oraon Memorial 


result was 4-4 Then, m sudden 
death, A Dey of TISCO netted the 
wmning goal 

Earher, m the seimfinalB, Patna 
Athletic Association defeated CISF 
Rourkelaby 1-0, while TISCO 
Sports Club beat Mohaimmedan 
Sporting (sub Jr) 2-1 m 
tie-breaker 
Anil Kumar Singh 


im-bidiaLadieBCMf 


N ONITA LALlook her third 
majoi title in a tournament in 
Calcutta, when she won the 74th 
all-lndia ladies amateur golf 
championship at the Tollygunge 
club It was a well-fought 36 hole 
affaii final where Nonita got the 
better of Charu Ahluwalia 
Delhi B Suparna Sardana beat 
Sheena Eawla in the final for the 
Vikramaditya Tiophy 
Nonita and Charu did some fine 
putting on the final day The 
match was so evenly contested 



P UNJAB State Electricity Board 
(PSEB) dominated the 
three-day 18th All India 
Electricity Board Athletics meet 
held here recently In a meet that 


Tne final, played at Paramvoei 
Albert Ekka stadium, was to some 
extent i tough contest with 
players of both the tea ns 
resorting to rough tactics The 
match was goalless aftei 90 
minutes of play and 15 minutes of 
extra time In the tie-breaker the 


Nonita Lai: winner of the 
AiHndia Ladiea golf 
championahipa 













that aftei the fiisf set ol is holes 
f here weus no one who was a* tuaJly 
i“adxng Thepfolfers shaitd six 
birdies in the hi sf session 
It wdb in the socoiicl sf t of l S 
holes that Nonita finally btgun to 
uniavel expellenit Gompinto 
the 19th she was \ hole up and by 
the 11th ol the ser one! set Nonita 
had a foil I hole cushion The 12th 
and 1 1th holt swell halved and 
that lefl Noxuta to halve the next 
towrapupllH title 

In the semi hnal Nomta heal 
Simi Mehia on the 19th hole This 
again alter binu had an 
upper hand in the match but was 
badly hit aftei she liad to putt 
thiice in the 15th hole 


Eastern G(df 


D ANAPUR based Mohammad 
Islam finally ended a long wait 
when he won the Eastern India 
Wills Open golf c hampionslup 
after finishing runners up in two 
other raajoi c hampionships 
earlier held in the c ity 1 he new 
yeai proved lut ky foi Islam as he 
< hxilked up his first Wills win in 
his cai eex but only just 
The 27 yeai old RaPway 
employee won on sudden death 
aftei he* was tied with Ux^l heio 
Basad All on the Royal Calc ulta 
Golf Club c ourse on 299 points 
Islam pai i ed the 19th to note h up 
the title- the eighth in the 11 leg 
Wills ciicuit 

The final clash leally picke d up 
at the 16th hole and it was 
entertaining all the w ay till the 
finish Islam began on a sti ong 
note He had a four over pai as 
against Basad s eight ovei pai 
The Eastern India win was 
worth Rs 14 000 for Islam His 
earnings went uj' to Rs 40 000 in 
the 1989 90 season An obviously 
happy Islam said that he owed a 
lot to mentor Shashi Raj Son of an 
armymun Islam has leai nt to play 
golf the hard way There is no goli 
c»ur se in Danapu i He works out 
at the Patna Golf Club 
In the amateui section 
I-^shraan Singh was the best 
with 306 points Three strokes 
adrift was runner up A S Malik 
The following are the positions 
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Mohammad Islam was the men's 
winner of the All-India Eastern 
Open Golf championships 

in the Wills Open 1 Mohtunmad 
Islam (299) 2 Basad Ah (299) d 
Sheikh All (304) 4 Hyder Khan 
(305) 5 Rishi Naiain (305) 



IJ A J AT HALDER contin ued 
Hit I oni w here he had left in the 
ridtionals (he f ii ashed among the 
SIX best) and won the men s title in 
the state senioi ai chery 
championship at the Habindi a 
Sarobar Stadium (east) grounds 
leeently The newly-crowned 
women s national champion Tira 
Samanta also annexed the state 
title 

But the final day s pi ocoeding s 
started on an inauspicious note as 
the bus bringing participants 
f 1 om the SAl NIS Complex m Salt 
Lake to Rabmdra Sarobar, met 
with an accident on the Eastern 
Metropohtan By-pass Among 


those injured were the state 
women s champion Tira Samanta 
National champion Limba Ram of 
Rajasthan and his e om h Soumen 
Das miraculously escaped during 
the same accident 

A speeding truck which had 
apparently lost control over its 
brakes gra7ed past the 
two wheeler on wluch Lamba Ram 
was the pillion rider Das who 
was driving the two wheeler and 
Lim ba w c're both thrown out of 
their seats and in the process 
almost run over The accident 
I inded both Das and Lamba at the 
hospital Ram 8 right femur was 
broken and he recreived head 
injuiies, while Das’ injuries were 
moie serious Thecxiachhad 
broken his knee and wrist and the 
bridge o< his nose was broken 
Both are now recovering 

The bus after edging past the 
scooter, rammed into the SAI bus 
Fortunately, a major aoendent was 
averted 

SoumitnBoM 









tPOfITt HALL OF SHAME 



BYNASHSZULLO 



1986 M\KC PREIOEL, DEPksvbWE CCA£m of 
TWE AOfeU)S.TAhiA> (SOKOUefoE FOOtBAUTEAM, 
got TOO exGlTED OVER A RECCMERED FUMBUE 
A6 VAE TWREW VAIS ARMS UP \W CeL£8RATVOM HE 
CAU6UT VAEAO COAOA JIM WEVNVTZ FUUSHOH 
THE JAW KMOOCiMC:? VAlM OOTOivJTHE SVPEUMES 
TWb RDLU0W1U6VJEEK. f^ECAKAJED FKHIC3EL 

•^IaMNEI/^a PiA'^e^HAPrumck mnje ee 

/k^Ape 5UJEEAAS SOA/AA/PMS 

/mmOUAf^PA/AsM •' 


iMAfelSiE IXClOVMb A BASKETBAa 6AME V^/1THTHE 
FUPOF ACaw THAT S WHAT HAPPEHE P IN 19?5 
WWEM 6VRLS WVSH SCHOOL TEAMS KANSAL 
AMP RN6REE MET IKl FAR60 M D AFTER A 
SCORELESS GAME AMP THREE SCORELESS 
CWEKTVMES, THE KEFS CALLED FOR THE 
COVMTDSS KAMSAL CALLED HEADS—AMD 
WAS DECLARED THE VJVMMER' 
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ABOJT S,CXX> SWISS f9vNS SHCWED THeiK P15AP 

ptac^sAL POR»sC»-mE hocrev fimal betvjeem 

SWVTZERLAMD AMP CAMACA AT THE 19A8 WVMTtR 
OLYMPIC GAMK. eVBO(W6AKPVH6 OFEiClAuS WITH 
snowballs whehejer a CALLvJEMT ASAiMST 
THE SWlSSTEAM THE REPEKEES POOMPTHEM 
SELVES EASYTAR&EIS VMTHEOf EM- AlR RVHK 
IM ST MORITZ, tWnZa?LAMO, WHERE FANS 
WERE PERCHEP HVGH ABCV^ THE ACTION OM 
MOUNTAIM a\PFS TO BXJT R* THE SWVSS TEAM 






1939, V^lTMTME EASreKH Tnu <>4T^ THP 

WOGHVNOTiN PS;:=SKVHSTKiCP AR&&^ALTHAr 

wSxO vlAJE ©NEU them A 10-9 VlCTCHeYCVERTHE 
NEW TtDKK ©VAMTS vJv^MTHE KVCX SWUeP TVWDOGH 
THE VJPja&HIS, THEGVANtS «ESi6wexA>(^SHOOKTHE 
RSjSSnS HAHPe. eurDeSP^THvalA-rTHEF?W6 
AMP FLAVERS SAW, REFEREE SHLV HAUORAM 
SV&MALED MO ©OOP ' THE FLAY STCOP WALUORAN 
WAS SOOM F\KEP eCTHE LEA&UE 











QUIZ 


QUESTIONS 

1 What IS common to Asif Iqbal 
Alan Knott and Colin Cowdrey’ 

2 Who IS the odd man out Jack 
Nicklaus Gary Player Ray 
Reardon and Hunry Cotton’ 

3 What IS common to the Indian 
Test cncketers Jasu Patel Kapil 
Dev and Subhash Gupte’ 

ANSWERS 

1 They all played for Kent CCC 

2 Ray Reardon a snooker player 
The others are golfers 

3 All of them bagged nine wickets 
in a Test Jasu Patel 9/69 vs 
Australia at Kanpur 1959 Kapil 
Dev 9/83 V West Indies at 
Ahmedabad 1963 and Subhash 
Gupte 9/102 V West Indies at 
Kanpur 1958 

BRIDGE 

The otbei day someone asked 
me which ol the two intellectual 
games bridge and chess is 
tougher Well frankly 1 am not 
suie and I don t really think that 
either game is easier than the 
other However while there are 
decent chess playing programs 
that t an give above average 
players mcxleiatc opposition 
there are no good bridge playing 
computer programs available 
And this despite computer 
programming i equir ing the same 


aptitude as bridge The mam 
reason is that there are too many 
variables m the game of bridge 
and what is right on a certain 
hand might be epute wrong on 
another similar one because of a 
change of a seemmgly 
inconsequential spot card or 
because of a different layout of the 
opponents’cards Texlay’s hand 
from the Holkar Open Pairs 
elimmation round of the 1989 
nationals is a case m pomt - 

NORTH (dummy) 

4> AK 108b 
04 
Kb 1’ 

4 05 


WEST 

4 0 116 
J632 
J74 
4 <18 


EAST 

4 942 
K 

A 106 

4 A 1107 61 


SOUTH 

4 3 

A 10987 b 
098 
4 K42 


NORTH EAST 


West dutifully led the nine of 
clubs Bast winmiig his ice and 
returmng a second round of the 
suit Dummy <9 queen won and 
with east marked with the heart 
king the ti ump queen was led 
from the table South won his ace 
over East s king but when West 
came in with the heart jack he got 
to east in diamonds and got a 
t lubrulf to set the game Noi 
would it help declai er to throw a 


club on the spades before touchmg 
trumps for thou he would be left 
with a second diamond loser 
The contract, seemmgly 
unmakeable at first glance, can 
make if declarer gfets his third 
club out of the way before tackling 
trumps The most elegant Ime 18 
to win the second club m hand 
with the king, ruff the third club 
m dummy and then play trumps 
Now when east gets in to plsy a 
foul th Club, declarer is out of 
clubo and can ruff with the seven 
to prevent an overruff And if east 
ducks the first club a club could 
be given up immediately and the 
club ruff negotiated before 
touching trumps 
Could a computei be 
programmed to go up with the 
club king converting a winner 
into a momentary loser because 
the auction marks East with six 
clubs the trump king and the side 
ace’ Even il it could be it would 
require such a huge program tha' 
no present day PC would piobably 
have the RAM c apac ity to put it to 
any use Zia Mahmood of 
Pakistan in an interview where 
he unashamedly claimed that he 
plays best after spending a hot 
night with a lovely girl has made 
a standing offei of a hundred 
thousand stei ling pounds to 
dmyone who wntes a computer 
program capable of beating him at 
bridge Anytakeis’ 

SantanuChoM 











PHOTO OF THE WEEK 





Twinit ua«d to b» • non^ontoct sport, but looMng at this photograph you 
wouWfi’tbslievo it Amsrica was not at war whsn this incidsnttook pl^, but it 
didn't dotor Yankss boys Brad Gilbsrt (loft) and OavM Whsaton from having a 
cHsagroomont which only |ust mlasod bocoming physical. Incidsntally, tho man 
holding thorn apart, Kon Farrar, is ttio offlolai John McEnros abused to bo 
dofaultod from last yoar’s Australian Open 









PROFILE 


C OMES a tune 
in every 
man’s life when 
he’s got 

to make certam vitaJ 
decisions Sourav 
Ganguly made his when 
still in high school 
Although an avid 
footballer—he was a 
regular in the St 
Xavier’s school 
team—Saurav preferred a 
‘disinterest’for the sport 
and was disinclined to 
pursue it It was a 
sensible decision, for, 
now. barely four years 
later, he’s knocking on 
the Indian cricket team’s 
door 

Having played the 
game only casually in 
school. Sourav 
developed a more 
serious attitude towards 
cricket, only when he 
was selected to represent 
Bengal against Onssa in 
an under-15 encoimter 
“1 had got a lot of runs, 
as well as wickets, for 
my school that year 
when we made it to the 
semi-finals of the CAB 
under 15 inter-school 
league.’ he explains, 
going on to add quite 
proudly that he was the 
only player from his 
school to receive 
summons from the state 


Sourav 
classifies 
himself in the 
“allrounder 
categoiy. I 
visualise 
myself 
breaking into 
the middle 
order. No. 6” 


SAURAV 

GANGULY 
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level. 

If that was the result 
of his natural talent and 
hard work, providence 
capped in ^th a 
hundred in that game 
itself. That did it. 
Football boots lay 
forgotten as the willow 
and polished leather 


Youthful talent and 
grizzled experience make 
the Indian cricket team a 
tough place to find a slot. 

But for Bengal’s rising 
star, the hunt is on! 



toolusentrestage id the 
enerMtic youngster’s 
life. First came the 
under<lB schools meet; 
then the zones and 
finally the national 
camp at Indore. The 
following year he was 
iKittling his way into the 
under*!? team, finally 
making it to the 
under-!9 squad last 
year. 


"I've got very good hopes 
fortheAuMeHMi 
tour”...Souiev Is looking 
forwar d to ploying in the 
oompwiy of seniors INw 
Azharuddin 

But what was he doing 
at the MRF Pace 
Foimdation? 
Ckmsidering it was with 
the bat that he rose 
above the ordinary, 
Spurav’s first trip to 


Madras in 1988 had the 
eyebrows reaching for 
the hairline. “1 
considered myself 
basically a batsman: 
someone who used to bat 
and bowl a bit,” he 
confesses, “but that 
season I had got a lot of 
wickets in the zonal’s, 
and that's probably why 
they sent roe a letter of 
invitation’’. And his 


enthusiasm at coming 
on first change with 
such success led to his 
accepting the invitation. 

F(^ times has Etourav 
been with the Dennis 
miee-inspired MRF 
Pace Foundation. Each 
of those beinga 15-day 
stint where mornings 
were devoted to physical 
conditioning while 
evenings consisted of 
bowling at the nets to 
Tamil Nadu batsmen. 

All uxuier the eagle eye 
of the veteran fast 
bowler Lillee. "I learnt a 
lot from them. They 
taught me the basics of 
fast bowling," he 
praised, going on to 
admit, “I never knew 
what they were before I. 
went. I just used to run 
up to the crease and 
bowl my way. I never 
knew how to bowl an 
inswing or an outswing. 

I I learnt it from them”. 

However, the offer of a 
four-year contract was 
asking too much of him. 
Here was a youngster, 
raring to soar. And he 
oerta^y didn’t want to 
be tied down for the next 
four years of his life. 

Back home, Sourav 
has adhered to a strict 
physical regimen. While 
the season left very Uttle 
time for anything but 
cricket, off-season 
training includesa 
half-hour run, followed 
by 15 minutes of 
sprinting on three days 
, of the week. Three other 
days are devoted to 
skipping and 

Til 


weight-traiiiiiig' at his 
well-equipped gym. 

And the results are 
sSwwing. "I have 
improved a lot firom last 
season,” he says, 
“especially in my 
bowling. I think I’m the 
highest wicket-taker in 
my side”. Sourav then 
goes on to underline 
that he is more a product 
of gritty determination 
than flashy brilliance. "I 
practice a lot” he states, 
adding,“cricket is a 
game where, if you want 
to succeed, you have to 
practice all the time. 
Whatever talent you 


possess, it’s the same. 
It’s very easy to reach a 
high level, but if yon . 
want to stay there you 
have to practice". 

"I didn’t have much 
talent earlier,” he 
admits, and then pays 
tribute to his coach, 
former Bengal player 
Debu Mitra for honing 
his game to the level it is 
at now. "Thanks to my 
coach and all the hard 
work, rve improved to 
whatever I am”. 

TNs it one player who 
comae from a very 
aupportive background, 
anditahowe • 










How does he motivate 
himself, especially since 
he refum to model 
himself on an idol? Tve 
never seen myself 
batting in a match. Only 
at nets. So I can’t tell 
whose style of play 1 
emulate. But I can say 
that I don’t model myself 
on anyone. I don’t want 
to be known asa 
so-and-so lookalike. I 
want to be Sourav 
Ganguly,” he asserts. 
Then, easing off on the 
aggro abit, he continues 
“I loved the game once I 
started playing it. Then, 
I saw my 

brother—Snehashis, 
also part of the Bengal 
and East Zone 
outfit—playing, my dad 
encouraged me to work 
hard and my mother is 
very intrested”. 

Adding to the 
enccniraging support of 
the domestic front is his 
'^uoational institution. 
Now in the final period 
of his plus-2 course at 
St. Xavier’s CSoUege, 
Calcutta, Sourav 
g^tefully admits that 
his “school is very 
cooperative. I have my 
Higher Secondary (Class 
12) exams in April and I 
missed my selections but 
they’ve allowed me 
throu^ because I was 
playing for the state and 
zone.” 

With such an 
accommodating 
infrastructure, how soon 
does he see himself 
breaking into the elite 
band of men who 
represent the country at 
the highest level of the 
game? Especially when 
ooDsldered that he 
oomes from the Eastern 
zone, an area that finds 
it notoriously tough to 
oatoh the seleotorial eye. 
“It’s much tougher to 
make it into the Indian 
team from this part of 
the country because a 


“I learnt a lot 
from them 
(the MRF 
Pace 

Foundation). 
They taught 
me the basics 
of fast 
bowling” 


West guy like Vinod 
Kambli is playing the 
Duleep Trophy games 
while I’ve played Just 
one. We get less 
matches. For him, 
there’s room for f^ure. 
If he fails in this game, 
he’s got another game to 
make it up. But for us, if 
we fail on(», we might 
not get anothr chance”. 

W^en reminded that 
players like Sachin 
Tendtilkar have paved 
the way for youngsters 
to make the Indian team. 


















Sourav begs to diftlar. 

’’Yes, it’s true that 
Sed^ bas opened the 
doors, but expectations 
haee also risen.** 

Explaining how 
everyone expects any 
rising youngster to to 
score prodigiously and 
take wickets every time 
he comae on to bowl, he 
visibly Shudders when 
adding, “especially in 
Calcutta. If 1 fail in any 
game, I don’t know what 
they'll do to me. The 
crowd expects me to 
score runs whenever I’m 
out to bat”. A grim 
reminder of the 
unforgiving attitude of 
the sporting multitudes 
of West Bengal. 

Yet, this l^n’t 
stopped Bengal’s boy 
wonder from striking 
up a healthy friendship 
with Tendulkar. “We 
met first at the under-15 
camp in Indore, and 
we’ve been friends 
Binoe,” Sourav says, and 
goes on to praise the 

__PHOTOQIW PM8 U TPAt SORKAK 

teomged prodigy for 
handling the pressure so 
well. 

If he gets along 
famoudy with his 
generation, the older 
one has no trouble 
accepting him aa well. 
Flaying alongside 
battle-scarred veterans 
like Arun Lai and Ashok 
Malbotra in the Bengal 
team has taught Sourav 
much. *Tm the youngest 
member of the side,” he 
points out, “but I mix 
with all of them. The 
least age diffemoe is 
with my brother, that’s 
six years, while Lai and 
Malhotraare twice my 
1 ^. But rm very free 
with all them and they 
all help a lot with my 
game.” 

What about the 

Sourav beiswas lf«t to is 
SwpraduolordMgsntlwd 




DoyoungslBra fram tto 
Wm 2S0IIS flto Tendultor 

—-a -S-*-—- 

onQ nMnM ifWKiira} 

tansSl ftoni ttis hign 
expoaura? 

fhture? “Fve got good 
hopes ft»r the Australian 
tour," he aays almost 
shyly. With India 
maUng a mammoth 
five-month tour Down 
Under this 

September—beginning 
with a normal tour and 
culminating in the 
World Cup in early 
’9i^-it would certainly 
give him the 
opportunity to test hie 
mettle againet the beet 
in the world. 

And where does he see 
himself fitting in? 
Especially considering 
hie multi-faceted 
talmits. Does he consider 
himself a batsman who 
bowls a hit? Or a bowler 
who can throw the bat 
about too? “My 
performances should 
answer that question,” 
is the way he oountere. 
adding “I have batted 
well and I have also 
bowled «n^”. It 
eventually takes another 
bout of pryii^sr to get this 
chap to admit that he 
classifieB himself in the 
“allrounder category”. "I 
visualise myself 
breaking into the middle 
order. No. 6". 

Conaidering tiiat a 
certain Kapil Dev 
Nikhazij fills that slot 
right now, isn’t he 
worried that it’ll hamper 
his chances? Sourav 
admits that Kapil is 
bowling really well now, 

^ but isn’t willi^ to 
oompromiasan what he 
wsntB.Ifit’8KapUDev 
who’ll have to make wiqr 
for him, so belt. The 
prospect a tougher 
chaUenge onty makes 
the hunt more exciting. 

Fortune, they esy, 
fkvours the brave. 
FtsdeepFsal 

























THE RESULTS OF THE 


Hot Legs Quiz 

We were simply overwhelmed by yew extraordinary rosponso. Every 
day, slacks of mall used to be deposited at our ofllce; most omaTi n g 
boing the number of all-correct entries. So much so. It was a roal pity 
we could only give the Rs 500 prize to tho ff/sfall-correct oniry recolvod 
by us. You folks are very well-informed, we must say; and we even had 
readers who bemoaned the fact that It was so easy! Anyway, well-done 
all those wbe sent In entries, congratulations to tho winnor, and thank 

you 


THE WINNER. 


DEEP ROY (20 years old) from Durg, Madhya Pradesh 


ALL-CORRECT, BUT TOO LATE!! 


Prasanna Vaidya 
R Mahalakshmi 
AmitKr Das 
Bimal Lama 
Soumyarup Kahali 
Sumanta Ghosh 
Oaryus Cazder 
Vishnu Balaraman 
Kartik Chhaya 
Arjun Nath 
Rongsen Jamir 
Ambar Mazumdar 


Deborah Gonsalves 
Mohan Alvares 
R Geethara 
Paramita Banerjee 
Fareen Ayesha 
Barnali Gogoi 
B.S Eishwana 
B S Vidya 
Behram Aderbad 
Anirban Oiha 
Mustafa Anas N P 
Bito Jacob 


Ruby D’Souza 
Gautam Ghosh 
Pradyumma Kr Mahapatra 
Zualtei Poonte 
K.V Suresh 
Sandeep Sethi 
T Sham Kumar 
NarendraK Govil 
SC Ullal 

Mukund Srinivasan 
SJ Goswami 
Rajnish Sinha 


Rajdeep Mazumdar 
Raiu Bhattachariee 
P Sundhar 
Harish Acharya 
Monojit Purkayastha 
Suresh Kutty 
Anindya Nag 
G Ezekiel 
Sushil Surve 
Mahesh Kanchan 



1) Florence Griffith Joyner 


2) Gabriels Sabatini 


3) Gary Lineker 















4) Stefan Edberg 


5) Zola Budd 


6) Steffi Graf 


7) Edwin Moses 



^ anise 








8) Imran Khan 




9) Daley Thompson 10) Martina Navratilova 11) Daniela Silivas 



ME ERROR 


Tamn Sircar 
AnanI Francis Myunt 
B Gmdhar 
D Devaprasadam 
Shiva Kumar Daga 
Stanlay Mascaranhas 
P V Harish 
Soumrtra Majumdar 
A V Kohti 
SontaAlvares 
G Suresh 
C R Santosh 
Ratan Singh 
Prabhasunanuka 
ChitraJayaram 
KauatavOutta 
6 Myrtle 
aiane McMahon 
Joseph D'Souza 
AnuaSharma 
MridutatShosh 
Zuilaa ^ 

Richard Somaz 
Jamas Lalsawmliana 
Swapnadipa Ghosh 


Qrazia Sangma 
Devash Kumar Gin 
V Bhagyalakshmi 
Anushu Changakoti 
Raiesh Mehra 
Rakesh Purohit 
AryaliGhidiyal 
Yezdi Kamoatta 
Manisiwati Tripathi 
Vtshal Prabhakar 
Rahul Chaudhury 
Rahul Mukherwe 
Ravinder Singh 
Sunita Kujur 
Basab Majumdar 
Fayaz Ahmad 
Santanu Deb Roy 
Arshad Wall Hague 
ASubramamam 
NawieSangha 
R Itanharan 
Kanishki Dutta 
Ashish Han 
Diparran Ganguly 
M^&man 
KuMal Roy Chowdhory 
Kausik DuSa 
Subrata Haider 


Aditya Sharma 
Pankaj Tomar 
Maheen Ahmed 
Vinayak Yashwant Palkar 
Nash Paul D Souza 
G S Kumar 
Angshuman Ojha 
N Paeyush 
N C qha 
Raiaditya Baner]ee 
Moumita Mukhopadhyay 
Syed Naemuddin 
Raia Chanda 
Khushn Balsara 
Sudipto Bhadun 
VivekAgarwat 
Deep Sen 
C K Barooah 
Maheen Ahmed 
Suresh Kumar 
Pradew Kaul 
Preeb Shukla 
SndharBaratan 
AwanilKrDas 
Manoi Khoala 
MayurChidramane 
SharlqueAlam 


Syed Rashid Moquim 
MayangnAo 
Subrato Mukhergee 
Jaswinder Singh 
UttamMandt 
Mohammed Mubasshir 
Prasad Ramesh 
VikashAganwal 
Nilanian Kundu 


NamraiaBorkakoti 
Amab Brahmachan 
Swat! Banergee 
Ravi Rai^ Smha 
Manish Awarwal 
Sqeev Suobrsan 
TS Mahesh 
Sunayana Sarkar 
SH Qaisar 
V Devadas 
DemhongTeron 
Ragu Mehta 
C!A Pathak 
R^eshKashyap 
Gaetha Ragan 
N Lorraine 


Inder Pal Singh 
Md SantuI Hussain 
Javie Dommic D Souza 
PankagAnand 
Jeet Bannergee 
Ashit Das 
AmitMisra 
Partha Bhaumik 
AdiWaChoudhuiy 
TP Das 
Jayanta De 
Neerag Smqh 
Sugatha Shenoy 
Viv^ Sara! 

Avinash Prakash 
ST Muthappa 
Chitrangan Aganwal 
SavitaKidoskar 
Bhagavathi S Ram 
Apunra Pathak 
Sugay Mukhergee 
Irene Oeworsop 
Surangan Paul 
Subhraiyoti Milra 
Asim Bnattachargee 
Ragnaesh Tiwan 


Anand Lakshman 
Anindita Das 
Suneira Banergee 
Bhadaur Singh Shambhani | 
L Rameshor Singh 
Rupa Ghosh 
Neerag Tnvedy 
Shikha Chattergee 
G V A Sekhar 
6S Santosh 
DileM Ramachandran 
Gigi Eapen Chenan 
Joyanta Ghosh 
Sankarshan Mukhopadhyay 
Ragesh Mohan Mehra 
Naveen Kannan 
Satcharan Patel 


B S Gundath 
RagaSavak 
BiguBora 
Anil George 
R S Snnath 


MORE THAN TWO ERRORS 


Ayesha Sood batyageet Naik Junue Phukan M G Sampalh Kumai Pritam Panja J ArvincI K S Sai>i Sufiiiyo Rny Dnnneqin Lotio Aviiunda Ghosh 
Pramod Tembe Kumar bhakti T Snram Sabyasachi Mohapatra Subba Reddy TikandraiitOas NAMadappa Akiiouii Malay BD Murthy > bire&h 
Siyian Kumar Deorah SimantaKr Roy M PoonamKuman S Ravi Diiiyat Medhora DhrubaLahkar Naiendia Haw il Biswaiil Panda Abu Mohammad 
Musa Shavya S Raguram N M Purabia Mary Mekala Vnhal Shave J(»dev Roy Pawan Kumar Prasad Arup Ghosh Anirban Ba&ak Krishna Arora 
SougataKerr Pailhib Bananee Oyamiban KanikaPuni KalpeahHithi KS Gopinathan Anangabhaskai Riswal Raniay Singh PratikUhar RK 
Pandurkat Oipankar Bhatlacharya Snehangsu Dutta Abhishek Maloo TeiasSinha AilaMishra Rudra Pialap Sinqh Subhadip birrat Saniay Nilavar M 
Radhika Ashok Bananee A Bhattaihanee Anita Choudhury SudeepMandal Rcnnish Gahlot Malaysree Bhatiirharyya RishiVasudev Sanlmu 
Chakraboity RaviH^e BS bridhai Prakhar Chandra Das R Saganka Suiai Kumar Bahnra KaushikBarua Urmi bengupta Prakash ( handra Roy 
Atm Bhallachariae P Handas Ramesh Qunsalvas Siddhadh Kannan Amitava Ghosh N Muhindro Smqh Anasua Dutta b C Rajasimha baptaivhi Paul 
J lernn NausheanKaul TanuaraaTulsian Piavaen Maduram UtpaiBaruah R Ryesh Mayank Narayan Singh bouniya Jyoti De Mnnalmi bingh B>|u 
Nsir Apamesh Talukdar Bharal Grover Sanioy Singh Ronnie Cuha Abhi|it Baso Qeralr Qomialvos Arvind Meda Salish Aqarwall K S Hahunandan 
SMA Baseer DhimanChaltopadhyM BrendanOumn AinabGhoshd AnupamBhatia SurhismilaGhosh JaideepMukherjee bandipKi Bose Vb 
Sunil Dabaais Mara. ArunOhandary Shankar Tatia Blester Sangma Jacob Chenan ba-iiayKumsi Bose 


















PRIVATE 
EYE 


WE LOOK 
WHERE 
WE'RE NOT 
SUPPOSED TO! 


I T seems as though 
the remedy to 
tackle Gazza’s 
constant tantrums 
has presented itself: 
Put him up for sale! 
Unfortunately, this 
might mean making 
Gary Lineker a 
scapegoat out of the 
whole business 
The situation on the 
whole is not a happy 
one Lineker and 


FOR SALE! FOR SALE! 


Messrs Gazza and Lineker 



Lineker paying the price foi Gazza's fame 


Gazza may soon 
become part of 
soccer’s slave market 
as Tottenham 
Hotspur, the English 
first division club for 
which they play, puts 
up the transfer lists 


Havmg announced 
losses of over £2.6 
million ($4 94 
million), the club 
reported a deficit 
after tax of £1.3 
million ($2.47 million) 
upto May last year 


The directors of 
Tottenham Hotspur, 
in their bid to 
eliminate 

los8>making activities 
and trim overheads, 
checked out what 
each player is worth. 
And were pleasantly 
shocked to find out 
that Gazza alone can 
fetch at least £6 
million ($11.4 million) 
in the international 
soccer bazaar 


While that itself 
could pull them out of 
the red, Lmekar too 
may be made into a 
scapegoat as the club 
looks to put 
themselves in the 
financial clear And 
maybe, just maybe, 
they would be only 
too glad to see Gazza 
go. 
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Abolstwroua AuMi* crowd strut ttwir stuff 


MEAN ‘STREAK 


Bare it all 

T here is a ereneral feelms amoner 

foreigners that Aussies like to be as ‘bare’ as 
possible while watching sport You know, 
^ake in some sun, mate' Problem is some of them 
overdo the strip-tease act To counter this, the 
Sydney Cricket Ground (SCG) now employs two 
specialist pohcemen at all big cricket games 
rhese two are officially termed the “Streaker 
Pohoe’ They are posted one at each end of the 
ground and their responsibihties begin and end 
at spottmg incipient streakers 
At the MCG security staff have been armed with 
shot guns instead of pistols in an attempt to 
, prevent vandalism 
I Cricket is surely a tough game in 
Australia even if you are not playing for 
England 


FLYING HIGH 


from the malodies below 


Y lMiaUl’tlMdoWlI 
forkmgltawn 
Voder. And tMs 
BOtts tlM demondiaed 
Eoj^iBii ericket team 
.iwrtflne. 

David Gower and 
John Morris, 
however, caiTied it a 
hit too far when dmy 
decided to do a 
aerobatics. Boarding 
1939 Tiger Moth 
biidanes,Giey 
persnaded their pilots 
to'boss’the Carrara 
Oval to celebrate 
Robin Smith’s 
century against 
QueenslaBd. The 
torohlem wss, neither 
of them were granted 
prior approval for 
sttobaOing. 

Tim two planes. 


wMdtrepalarly 
carry enstemers for 
Joyrides, swooMd In 
jint after Snllsi 
completed bio 
cenbwy. Wldle the 
mie canrylng Gower 
dipped tetowGie 
level of the six 200ft. 
floodlight pflons 
which ling the 
Carrara, the ether 
irtayed above the 
lights. Adarlag fly>by 
rriiich was witnessed 
byashochodPeter 
Lush who said "I 
kaowabosh^ly 
notMiig about it and 
yon can siw that Fm 
not very toiraoed.’* 
The Englishmen 
seem to have the 
rules clear cot: If you 
can't impress on land, 
why not try in the adrt 
















IIe LEBRATED lynciBt 
WTun Rice had prob- 
atdy never met Alexey 
Dreev before he wrote 
his hit-musical Chess If 
he had met the Russian 
chess player. Rice would 
never have thougrht of 
associating the board 
game with showbiz All 
this may sound too 
harsh on Dreev, espe¬ 
cially coming for one 
who 18 as clued up about 
chess fu our Up pradhan 
xnantn Devi Lai is about 
LedZepplin But the bot¬ 
tom line was that Dreev 
was an awful bore A 
sure cure for msomnia 
In Madras, last week, I 
naked going to see our 
young chess wizard V 
Anand take on the big 
bore of Russia Risk, I 
say, because being 
accustomed to the equa¬ 
tion that sport equals 
action, I was afraid of 
my reaction to sitting m 
complete silence for six 
hours watching two 
men occasionaly move 
some ivory across a che¬ 
quered board 
By the end of the day 
not only did I find that 
the Rook moved 
straight, the Bishop di¬ 
agonally (one would 
have expected the 
Bishop to be ‘straight’) 
and the Queen as she 
pleases (naturally), but I 
had actually found my¬ 
self appreciating the 
game Except, of course, 
when Dreev sat statue- 
like, chin resting on 


1V\ 


hand, pondering his 
next move as if it were as 
important as George 
Bush contemplatmg the 
use of nuclear warfare 
against Saddam Hus¬ 
sein 

And Anand. on the 
other hand, was hkd an 
over anxious teenager 
playing his favourite 
video game, desperately 
waiting for the game to 
be over to check his 
score The repeated 
blinking of the eyes, the 
constant fidget m the 
chair, the occasional 
glance at his mother sea¬ 
ted opposite m the hrst 
row All signs that could 
be mistaken for lack of 
concentration, but in 
fact had a lot to do with 
eagerness, enthusiasm 
and, more importantly, 
confidence 

Dreev’s long bouts of 
meditation not only irri¬ 
tated the audience, but 
even bugged Anand 
Often, Anand would not 
know what to do with 
himself while Dreev 
went into one of his stu¬ 
pors Sometimes Anand 
would shp out mto the 
lawn alongside the hall 


to take a quiet walk in 
sohtude Only to return 
and find Dreev still sit¬ 
ting motionless The 
only time Dreev saw that 
same lawn, was when he 
took a few seconds off 
for a smoke Of course 
Anand had made his 
move by the time 
Dreev had reached for 
his cigarette packet and 
turned his back on the 
table It was am amazing 
contrast in styles As 
contrasting and varied 
as the two dominant col¬ 
ours in front of them 
Two young men, from 
two totally different 
backgrounds, with a 
totally different outlook 
to the game While de- 
Ivmg into the past. I 
stumbled across a fasci- 
natmg and interestmg 
reason for this differ¬ 
ence in attitude and 
style between the Indian 
and the Russian 
The history of chess 
records that one of the 
primary reasons for the 
game’s popularity in 
Russia lay in the very 
lifestyle of the people 
What better than a cosy 
lire place, vodka and a 


Dreev (telt) surrenders to Anand and then goes through the post match formalities 




long>^awn<ottt board 
game during those 
cally odd Rusdan evezh 
ings^ Chess to the Roe* 
Sian was a lifestyle more 
than a sport And ai&oe 
you had the entire even¬ 
ing to while away, why 
not take your tune about 
things' Dreev must 
surely be a descendant 
of this lifestyle 

Anand, on the other 
hand, played a great 
deal of hiB early chess at 
the Tal Club m Madras 
Set up by India’s first 
International Master, 
Manuel Aaron, together 
with the USSR Informa¬ 
tion Service, the club is 
considered one of the 
best nurseries of Indian 
chess With facilities 
being inadequate in the. 
club’s earber days, and 
the demand for the 
giune, especially among 
the younger generation, 
on an upswing, the club 
had a serious problem 
on Its hands It was not 
possible to give a game 
to each and every mem¬ 
ber who turned up to 
play The solution was 
simple A member could 
make use of a table and 
the board for a max¬ 
imum of five mmutes 
only, whether he could 
fiiush or not It was 
under these conditions 
of ‘Active chess' that 
Anand developed his su¬ 
perior speed play 
If one were to c^oulate 
the tune the two players 
took to make moves, 
during the match at 
Madras, the ratio would 
work out to something 
hke 3 1 That is, for ev¬ 
ery one move Dreev 
made, Anand made 
almost three in that 
same time span 
No wonder, that along 
with the obvious joy, 
there was relief on ma^ 
a face at Madras’ lindnit 
Hotel when Anand sent 
tile Russian panking in 
eight dasrs flat. 

Alexey Dreev was sent 
bacdc to those long Run- 
aiiaii winter evenings to 
oohteihplate h»| pext 
move f 








Hospitalisation expenses 
especially after retirement 


are difficult to bear. 
Thaf s why I will start 
providing for them, now! 



Never before an insurance 
scheme like this! 



BHAVISmA 

ARQGYA 


After Fcoremcnt, hospitzhsation expenses caii 
dramthcfanulvofitshardeamcdsavmgs IhatK 
why you should start preparing now to face anv 
eventuality 

GlCs new uni(]uc HIIAVISHYA 
A R @ G Y A can indeed prove to be your 
support in times of need 

You pay premium ui affordable annual 
instalments diiruig your working life 
AndBHAVISHVA A R » G YA provides you 
with hospitalisation/domiciliarv hospitalisation 
expensesuptoRs 50,000forlherestofyottrlife, 
from the retirement aK you have selectra 
The limit per illness, imwever, IS Rs 20,000 


I ht atirement age selected b\ vou could be 
am age betw etn 55 \cars and 60 vears 
\ou can metcast the benefit amount of 
Rs 50 000 in multiples of Rs 10,000 b\ paving 
additioiia' prupottionatc premium 
Premium > am > w ith age at entry and 
retirement age seiit ted bv vOU 
(Please refer premium table) 

What’s mort, there is no nerd for a mcaital 
thcck-un E\ cn a statement of health is not 
required 

In case you vsish to withdraw from the 
stheirt or should the unforeseen happen to VOU, 
a substaiitial prtiun of the premium i^d will be 
refunded to y ouA our assignee prov idcd no tlaim 
has been made till then 

ANNUAL PREMIUM (m Rs) per Ri 50,000 sum uisurcd 
INDICATIVF TABLE 


Vn’t'nin Rctircincnt Age (Running Age) 
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ODcnme lump nun premium psvmnutsuljrvar iiiiJsblr 


Annual premium uptoRs 3,000 is exempted 
from Income Tax under Section SOD Group 
schemes with discount are also available for 
corporate ebems 

Some of the other houschokl/petsonal 
uisurance schemes for you 
Yearly MEDICLAIM to cover hospitalisation 
expenses for self and family 




OVERSFAS MEDICLAIM to cover cmergena 
medical expenses m foreign exchange while 
travelling abroad 

HOUSEHOLDER’S COMPREHENSIVE to 
cover loss against fiic, lightnmg, floods, nots, 
strikes, burglar), etc 

PROFESSIONAL INDEMNITY' to cover 
against legal habtlity for lawyers, doaon, 
accountants and others 

PERSONAL ACCIDENT to cover disabilities 
or death due to accidents 

F<x more information contact any office of our 
operating companies in your locality 

GENERAL INSURANCE CORPORATION OF INDIA 

Indusirial Assurance Building Churchqote Bombay'SOOOTC 

Operating Companies 



NATIONAL INSURANCE COMPANY LtMITEO 



THE NEW INDIA ASSIWANCE COMPANY LIMITED 



THE ORIENTAL INSURANCE COMPANY LIMITED 

UNITED INDIA INSURANCE COMPANY UIMTED 
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r? The Aussies take the Ashes 
and head tor the 
i Carihhean to battle tor 
ultimate 

supremacy in world 
cricket 
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VOICES 


“You can't stop him 
(Gascoigne). Waneedwi 12 men 
out there, but even If we had put 
someone on hhn he wouM still 
have done the ttiings he did. He ie s 
special player mid you wouldn’t 
want that t]^ of talent to be lost 
from England.* 

BRIAN HORTON, Oxford United's 
manager after Gazza scored thrtce 
in the 4*2 drubbing they got from 
Tottenham Hotspur in the FA Cup 


“I enjoy speaking to kids. If you 
can tap into their minds early, 
they can focus on what they 
want to do, even though It’s 10 
years down the road. You can 
give them something to shoot 
for.” 

JACKIE JOYNER KERSEE, on a 
programme to help children in 
sports and provide them with a role 
model. This programme also aims 
at providing income to past and 
present Olympians. 


*Once I start playing a law more 
tourrMments, If I have a goiMt 
clay season, maybe I can start 
challenging Becker and Edbmti 
once again. 

IVAN LENOL, on his chances to 
regain the No 1 spot 

"When my career Is over I will be 
able to tell my kids 1 fought at 
Madison Square Garden" 

SUGAR RAY LEONARD, on his 
first professional appearance in 
New York, against Terry Noms 

"None of us know whether we 
will survive or In what form. Our 
main preoccupation now Is 
finance. The uncertainity has 
made our work extremely 
difficult" 

BEATE WINKER, director of the 
Werner Seikherbinder sports 
school, one of the 25 institutions 
that impart training to over 10,000 
young talents now on the verge of 
closure, after the unification of 
Germany 
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“Whan you’re not so well 
known, you have to entertain 
people, to give people their 
money’s worth. Now that people 
know me, they come to see me 
play, and see some good 
clothes.” 

ANDRE AGASSI, on his 
flamboyant image. 


"When players do something 
wrong, a ftirore is created and 
punishment is quickly meted 
out. Now the officials have 
bungled and not only the 
players but the rest of the 
cricket lovers are watching what 
the board officiale do to their 
own comradae-IrMirms.” 

SUNIL GAVASKAR, on the feud 
that erupted dunng the F^ji 
Trophy match at Delhi 
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C Pete SampirM tbe 
lj|]^oangMit wiimar of 
tlie US Op«n is Mr Cool 
bsoKnuM fame and 
- fortune haven't affeoted 
the lifestyle of this 
IS-yeer-old champion. 


1 OBorder’Bbandof 
I Hnerry men call the 
Shota Down Under as 
Australia drub England 
S-0 in the Ashes enriee. 
Is this the beet team in 
the world now? How will 
' they fSre against the 
mighty West hulies? 

A A Davis Cup. India 
* 1*1 ve Thailand, 
Bangkok. India went 
into the tie with most of 
the players reoovering 
from Injury hut that 
didn’t stop them from 
giving the Thailand 
players a taste of defeat. 
Rohit Brljnaih reports 
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PROFILE 



MR COOL 


Pete Sampras is 19 and so gosh-dam mature 


and rich and unaffected by fame you want to 


scream. So go aliead. Pete’s just out there to win... 


P ETE SAMPRAS was 

blushing The 18-year-old 
was Bitting in the lobby 
bar of the Intercontinental 
Hotel m Miami during the 
Lipton International 
Players Championships m March 
last year and the waitress, havmg 
just served him a soda, looked at 
him with a gleam m her eyes and 
asked, “Hey, are you one of those 
jumor tennis players’" 

"Do I look that young’” 

Sampras answered the question 
with one of his own “Yeh," replied 
the waitress, “hke 15 or 16 ” “God, 
and I didn’t even shave this 
morning,” Sampras mused 
“Scruffed beard and everything 
and I still look hke a kid ” 

This was not the first time that 
Sampras had been the object of 
flirtation Following his 
quarterfinal match at the Ebel 
U S Pro Indoor m Philadelphia 
one month earlier (a tournament 
he went on to win), Sampras was 
presented with a rose and a kiss 
by some girls seated courtside 
After agreeing to pose for a 
picture, Samnras hurriedly 
retreated to the locker room, 
admittmg later, “I’m not worried 
about girls screaming at me, I’m 
just out there to win” 




Elwas just a member of the tennis 
Track Pack, another blade runner 
trying to beat his contemporaries 
to the fmish line Ho was happy to 
do so in relative obscurity 
But now, at age 19. Sampras is a 
U S Open champion and 


world No 5 And as his 
17-year-old sister Manon 
explamed 48 hours after Pete had 
exterminated Andre Agassi m 
straight sets at Flushing 
Meadows, “Now the phone doesn’t 
stopnngmg Mostly we keep the 
answermg machme on But one 
man called saying he’d made a bet 
and wanted to know what ethiuc 
background we are (Greek) Then, 
some girl called and said, ‘I love 
you, Pete,’and hung up She 
didn’t even leave her name I just 
wonder if she loves him because 
he’s good-looking, because he’s a 
good tennis player or because he’s 
makmg a lot of money ” 

Fame is a new experience for the 
Sampras family Sister Stella, a 
21-year-old senior at UCLA who 
won the NCAA doubles title m 
1988, was so emotional after Pete 
won the Open that when he called 
home a couple of hours after the 
final she could barely blurt out 
her congratulations 
“I was crymg on the phone,” 
says Stella “I think 1 was more 
excited than he was You know 
Pete, he’s just so calm and laid 
back Hejustsaid,’Hey Stella, 
how’re doin’’’ I was the one who 
couldn’t talk Ijustkeptthinkmg 
about all those years when we 
played together as jumors and 
how hard we both worked Now it 
had all paid off ” 

S OTERICfi (known to his friends 
as Sam) Sampras knew very 
httle about tennis when he, his 
wife Georgia, and their four 
children were hving m Potomac, 
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Maryland, m the seventies But he 
did recognise the athletic ability 
in his youngest son “When Pete 
was 3 years old,” sasrs his father, 
“be could both throw and kick a 
ball in a perfect straight line I 
didn’t know that Pete would play 
tennis, but I knew he was an 
above>average athlete ” 

Contrary to some pubhshed 
reports, Sam did not uproot his 
fa^y to Califorma m search of 
-tennis utopia The truth is, both a 
job change and the lure of warm 
weather caused the Sampras 
family to pack up during the 
summer of 1978 and drive 
crosscountry to Rancho Palos 
Verdes, home to a couple of other 
aspiring tennis greats named 
Ehot Teltscher and Tracy Austm 
“The only tennis Pete and I had 
played was against the basement 


^'When Pete was a 
three-year-old'*, says 
his father, *‘he could 
both throw and kick a 
ball in a perfect straight 
line. I didn’t know that 
Pete would play tennis, 
but I knew he was an 
above-average 
athlete.” 


wall and at the local high school 
teimiB courts in Potomac,” 
explains Stella When we got out 
here, we jomed the Penmsula 
Racquet Club and we all started 
takmg lessons 

While all the Sampras children 
played it was Pete who showed 
the most promise—as well as 
shades ol a temper that today’s 
observers would never believe was 
ever part of his makeup “Sure, 
Pete got upset,' says Stella, who 
practised with her brother imtil 
he simply got too good for her 
“We used to accuse each other of 
cheating all the time 1 had to have 
my father there so Pete wouldn’t 
get upset or fool around I’m sure 
he hated losmg to a girl, 
especially his sister” 

“I do remember one time when 
Pete threw a racket at the fence 





My father told him if he ever did 
that again he wouldn’t be allowed 
to play anymore. ” 

Sampras’ parents never forced 
their son towards a pro career. "It 
was Pete who said he needed a 
coach,” recalls his father. “I didn’t 
know enough about the sport to 
teach it, so all 1 could do was 
monitor the other teachers.” And 
there were plenty of them; one. it 
seems, for each stroke in Pete’s 
arsenal. Robert Lausdorp started 
him off in Los Angeles, but after 
two years he was traded in for 


Sampras will probably 
never have Agassi's 
flash or Becker's 
bravado, “I don't even 
plan to throw my shirts 
or my racket into the 
crowd," he says. 
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footwork ^jeclalist Del Little and 
the man who was to become Pete’s 
stroke technician and mentor. 

Pete nscher, a pediatrician at the 
Kaiser Foundation in Bellflower, 
California, who teaches tennis on 
the side. 

“Pete Fischer taught me how to 
play the game,” says Sampras, 
whose style changed dramatically 
fjrom baseliner to 
serve-and-voUeyer when, at age 
14, he shed his beloved 
two-handed backhand. “He taught 
me how to serve and volley, he 
taught me strategy. He didn’t 
teach me strokes—I already had 
those—^but he was very smart. He 
has like a 190 IQ and I have to give 
him a lot of credit for helping 
develop my game.” 

Sampras and Fischer split up 

more than a year ago, partly 
because Pete needed someone to 
travel with him full-time, but also 
because the elder Sampras was 
growing concerned that his son 
was becoming too dependent on 
his coach. “1 wanted Pete to be 
strong and not rely on someone 
else,” says Sam. "A lot of kids have 
their mothers and fathers 
travelling with them all the time, 
but I try not to bother him.” 

“You really can’t tell Pete what 
to do.” adds Sam, who resisted 
getting on a plane when his son 
reached the later rounds of the 
Open; instead, he took his wife to 
the movies during Pete’s semifinal 
victory over John McEnroe and 
for a walk through the mall 
during the championship win 
over Agassi. “He’s got his own 
mind and he’s got to realise what 
his weaknesses are. It’s like being 
an alcoholic. You can’t do 
anything about your problems or 
your life until you realise them 
yourself.” 

Another reason the Sampras 
parents try not to coddle their star 
child is because of their other 
children. There were some tense 
moments when eldest son Ous, 
now 2Z and a recent graduate of 
Long Beach State, and daiighter 
Marion were not given their fair 
share on the family attention 
meter. “When we were young it 
was kind of hard on everyone." 
admits Stella, who says her 
brother has inspired her to try the 










pro tour after her college 
graduation ‘Teteandl 
were travelling aU over and 
winning trophies and my parents 
didn’t really reahse that there was 
some jealousy on the part of my 
older brother and younger sister 
I think it affected Ous the most 
because he had to take us around 
to some of the tournaments before 
I was old enough to drive But my 
dad just told him, ‘One day Pete's 
going to help you,' and he has 
Now Gus and Pete are really 
close ” 


Doth Sampras and Fischer 
iJagreed it would be best for Pete 
to contmually play “up” in the 
jumors, sacnhcing a top ranking 
(he did reach the final of the USTA 
National 18s m 1987 before losing 
to Michael Chang) to further 
develop his game—particularly 
the 120-mph serve that dehvered 
100 aces during the Open And 
mstead of practising with his 
fellow jumors, Sampras accepted 
an invitation to spend a week with 
the world's best, Ivan Lendl, 
sharing a practice court, taking 



part in his workouts and 
watching his matches during the 
'88 Nabisco Masters in Madison 
Square Garden 

"The guy practically killed me,” 
says Sampras, who once called 
Lendl “the La^ Bird of tenms 
because he doesn’t have much 
talent, isn't very flashy, but works 
mcredibly hard ” (Sampras also 
dubbed McEnroe “Magic Johnson, 
because he can do anything he 
wEuits and has incredible touch ") 
“Lendl had me biking 20 miles a 
day, talking to me about disciphne 


“Now the phone 
doesn’t stop ringing. 
Mostly we keep the 
answering machine 
on...Some girl called 
and said, ilove you, 
Pete/ and hung up. 
She didn’t even leave 
her name. I just 
wonder if she loves him 
because he’s 
good-looking, because 
he’s a gooci tennis 
player or oecause he’s 
making a lot of 
money.”—Pete’s sister 


and working hard and practising 
imtil I couldn’t walk home 111 
never forget that ” 

By early 1988, after reaohmg 
the third round of the Newsweek 
Champions Cup m Indian Wells, 
California (beating Telscher and 
Romesh Knshnan), Sampras bed 
decided to turn pro His ranking 
at the tune was 311 Bytheendof 
that year he had cracked the top 
100 But It wasn’t until late 
August *89 that people other t-bn-n 
those closest to Sampras knew he 
had star potential It was there, on 
the third night of the US Open, 
that Sampras upset (tefending 
champion Mats Wilander m five 
seta m the second round 
“I just couldn’t get over it,” 
recalls Sampras “I remember 
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dnvm^ back to the hotel around 
imdzught and I just couldn’t 
believe that I was still in the 
tournament I mean, everyone 
expected me to lose It wasn’t so 
much beating Wilander as it was 
that I was m the third round " 

By the start of last'year, 
Sampras had risen to No 81 m the 
world Then he went down to 


Australia, reached the 
quarterflnalB m Sydney (beatmg 
fourth-seeded Tim Mayotte) and 
the fourth round of the Australian 
Open 

A month later Sampras defeated 
Andres Gomez m the Philadelphia 
final, but a hip flexor injury 
suffered during the Lipton 
tournament forced Pete off the 


tour for almost two months He 
returned m time to wm a 
grass-court event m Manchester, 
England, but was felled m the 
first round at Wimbledon by 
serve-and-volley specialist Chnsto 
vanBensburg “Ittookaooupleof 
weeks to get over [Wimbledon] 


Says ^ood friend Jim 
Courier, “Pete’s got 
this grin, like the Joker 
whose mouth comes 
up on both sides. It’s 
really pretty funny.” 


because that was the tournament I 
was really gearing up to do well 
m,” admits Sampras, who has 
always placed the All England 
Championships above his own 
national tournament “It was my 
biggest letdown of the year ’’ 

P ETE says he doesn’t need 
anyone else with him on the 
road, except for coach Joe Brandi, 











brother Gus, or maybe a friend 
like Jim Cotuier, whom he worked 
with earlier last year at the Nick 
BoUettieri Tenma Academy in 
Bradenton, Florida, and with 
whom he has won several pro 
doubles titles. 

“The best thing about Pete,“ 
says Courier, “is that he’s so loose 
and nothing seems to phase him 
Fm high-strung and Fete’s so 
l ac k adais ic al, like the Rubberbaml 
Man He’s helped me loosen up 
and 1 think I’ve kind of helped him 
tighten up 

“Pete and 1 have had some great 
times," adds Courier. “I remember 
once when we were down In 
Tampa, Florida, we went to the 
Malibu Grand FTix racetrack It 
was so hot and we were sweatmg 
as we were gomg around, like 18 
laps At one point I’m Bitting in 
the pit stop and here comes Pete 
whippmg around the comer Just 
as he gets near me he does a 360 
[degree spin] I was nervous but 
he was just grinning the whole 
way He’s got this Batman grin. 




ylmow, like the Joker whose 
mouth comes up on the sides It’s 
really pretty funny ” 

Sampras may grm like the 
Joker, but he looks more like a 
youngrer version of the actor 
Robbie Benson. Still, more often 
than not, he prefers to play the 
straight man. When told at the 







Open that President Bush called 
Andre Agassi and not him before 
the final, a stunned jret bemused 
Sampras said, “The President? I 
didn’t even know that. My phone 
was off the hook.” Or when he was 
asked what he would do with the 
$350,000 first prize, he 
deadpanned, “Fm going to throw a 
surprise cocktail party for the 
media.” 

Sampras will probably never 
have Agassi’s flash or Becker’s 
bravado, (“I don't ever plan to 
throw my shirts or my rackets 
into the crowd," he says), and 
sometimes you want to shake hiin 
just to see if he really is so 
gosh-dam mature. But at age 19. 
Pete Sampras has already 
travelled pretty far by himself and 
sees no reason to stop now. 

“Tennis is a job,” he says, not 
sounding at all blase “T^ tennis 
tour IS like your office That’s 
where I make my living I just 
happen to do it at a very young 
age” 

CINDY SHMEIIUR 

COURTESY WORLD TENNIS 
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THE BEST 


A convincing 3>0 margin 
from the five-Test series 
establishes Australia’s 
superiority over 
arch-rivals England 


I HREE 

months after his 
squad hrst arrived in 
Australia, England 
captam Graham Gooch 



margm and the threat 
posed by England’s 
new-look side has been 
neutralised fairly 
savagely England now 
travels across the 


Auanlla, 
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Bontor now looks ahead 

to the ba^ of thm 
all...agalnst Waat indies 

IB making no bones 
about his feeling after 
yet another disastrous 
Ashes tour Australia, 
eager to prove the pomt 
of supremacy after the 
1989 drubbing of 
England on Enghsh 
seal, has repeated the 
feat here 

With Allan Border’s 
men wiimmg the final 
Test of this flve-Test 
senes m Perth, the 
Ashes have been 
retained with a 3^ 


pronUe 

peMoi 

suiumaer 

anerne 


Englaatott 

EtttliaseU, 

hasmeaiet 

naleat 


Tasman Sea to take on 
New Zealand, while 
Austraha, buoyed by 
new-found confidence, 
will fly to the Cambean 
to take on the West 
Indies 

Even before the 
current senes ended, 
Gooch made his feelings 
known to the rest of the 
world “I’m gutted, 
really disappomted At 
the end of each day, I 
feel really responsible I 
failed to get the best out 
of my players and have 
been unable to motivate 
them sufflciently We 
have to find people who 

















Gkwer’t comeback to 
form wasn’t enough for 
England 

really want to play for 
England people who are 
willing to play their best 
at all times It’s not that 
much to ask 
“I know we’ve copped 
some flak at home 
during this tour but the 
bottom line is that we’ve 
deserved it all At times 
we have been unable to 
concentrate for the 
whole SIX hours that 
makes up a day of 
international cricket 
and that boils down to 
poor discipline from the 
players on the field 
“And at the end of the 
day it’s those players 
who will suffer They 
won t make it—and 
they’ve only got 
themselves to blame On 

PATfMCKEAGAn 



Tmguttei, 

nan 

dlsappeimd. 
Atneeml 
of each hajf. 

Ileelnan 

nspeasfUe” 

...Beoeh 


this tour we have simply 
sat back and gone 
through the motions 
"The Australian team 
spirit IS precisely the 
spirit I have been trymg 
to Imd, but haven’t seen 
m some of our players 
Even a 3-0 victory m 
New 2ieaJand would not 





put a smile back on my 
face. 

“I don’t think our 
competitive spirit has 
been what it should be, 
and that came through 
in some of the matches. 
Our attitude has to 
improve so that we can 
pull through when the 
going gets tough. 
Everyone has to look at 
their performance 
honestly and decide 



English 

celebrations...Atherton 
and Gower toast their 3rd 
Test centuries with 
bubbly 

helped tilt the scales 
England’s way. 

England's batting 
collapses this summer 
were spectacular. In the 
Brisbane Test, they lost 
seven wickets for 77 
runs in the first innings 
and seven wickets for 54 



David Boon was the most 
prolific scorer for 
Australia 

whether they are giving 
their best. Certainly it’s 
fair to say a lot of 
players’ careers will be 
on the line.” 

Gooch himself 
performed 

magnificently during 
this aeries, compiling 
426 runs in the Tests at 
an average of 53,25, 
despite being hampered 
by a serious hand 
injury. Yet the England 


captain had reason to be 
disappointed with his 
team-mates, claiming 
that this was the worst 
fielding side he had ever 
been associated with, in 
any class of cricket. 

Yet England was not 
without its classic 
batsmen. David Gower, 
who top-scored in both 
innings of the first Test, 
then scored centuries in 
the second and third 
Tests. The presence too, 
of Allan Lamb and 
hard-hitting Robin 
Smith should have 


“Certainly 
It’s fair Ut 
say a let Bl 
players’ 
careers will 
beenUie 
lltte’’...Beeeli 


runs in the second 
innings. In the 
Melbourne Test, they 
lost nine wickets for just 
40 runs in the second 
innings. In Adelaide, 
seven Test wickets fell 
for 69 runs and in the 
final Test in Perth, eight 
wickets fell for a paltry 
53. 

For Australia, grit 
and fortitude paved the 
way to victory when 
natural talent faltered 
(and it did not falter 
often). The batting was 
consistent and when the 










EII8UUID (Batting) 

] iwiS So RUNS AVQE HS 100 50 '< 


Graham Gooch 

4 

8 

0 

426 

53.25 

117 

1 

4 

' e ^ 

David Gower 

5 

10 

1 

407 

45.22 

123 

2 

1 

1 

Phil Newport 

1 

2 

1 

40 

40.00 

40* 

0 

0 

0 

Allan Lamb 

3 

6 

0 

195 

32.50 

91 

0 

2 

2 

Mike Atherton 

5 

10 

1 

279 

31.00 

105 

1 

1 

5 

Robin Smith 

5 

10 

2 

236 

29.75 

58 

0 

2 

2 

Wayne Larkina 

3 

6 

0 

141 

23.50 

64 

0 

2 

1 

Alec Stewart 

5 

10 

0 

224 

22.40 

91 

0 

2 

8 

Jack Russell 

3 

5 

1 

77 

19.25 

30* 

0 

0 

9 1 

Chris Lewis 

1 

2 

0 

34 

17.00 

20 

0 

0 

1 

Philip OeFreitas 

3 

6 

1 

77 

15.40 

45 

0 

0 

0 

Gladstone Small 

4 

6 

1 

42 

8.40 

15 

0 

0 

5 

Phil Tutnell 

4 

6 

4 

13 

6.50 

8 

0 

0 

1 

Angua Fraser 

3 

5 

0 

27 

5.40 

24 

0 

0 

1 

Devon Maicoim 

5 

7 

1 

27 

4.50 

7 

0 

0 

0 

Eddie Hemmings 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0.00 

0 

0 

0 

1 



Bowling 





OVERS 

MDNS RUNS WKTS 

AVGE 

BB 

low 

5W 


Chris Lewis 

15 

0 

58 

3 

19.33 

3/29 

0 

0 

Angus Fraser 

143 

31 

311 

11 

28.27 

6/82 

0 

1 

Philip DaFrettas 

113.3 

22 

318 

10 

31.80 

4/56 

0 

0 

Eddie Hemmings 

73 

16 

199 

6 

33.16 

3,/94 

0 

0 

Graham Gooch 

23 

5 

69 

2 

34.50 

1/23 

0 

0 

Phil Tufnell 

140 

45 

345 

9 

38.33 

5/61 

0 

1 

Devon Malcolm 

223.5 

42 

665 

16 

41.56 

4/128 

0 

0 

GlKistone Small 

149 

33 

424 

9 

47.11 

3/34 

0 

0 

Phil Newport 

20 

0 

78 

1 

78.00 

1/56 

0 

0 

Mike Atherton 

15 

2 

70 

0 

000 
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top order failed to get 
going, the middle order 
propped up the innings, 
unlike England 
Greg Matthews, 
recalled midway 
through the series after 
thi-ee seasons in the 
wilderness, promptly 
took control of the 
situation when things 
looked bleak for 
Australia and reeled of a 
century to save his side. 
Matthews then 
established himself once 
more as a key member of 
the side and will travel 
to the West Indies as one 
of the senior players 
Among other 
comebacks, the lanky 
West Australian Bruce 
Reid returned to first 
class cricket j ust to test 
out his back, severely 
iiXjued last season. His 
first match back for the 
state side was a success 
and Reid was picked for 



the Melbourne Test, 
whereupon he became 
one of a select band of 
men to take 13 wickets 
against England in a 
single Test. 

Also making his 
return was fast bowler 
Craig McDermott, 
whose attitude and will 
were often criticised on 
past appearances for his 
country. McDermott, 
having spent two years 
on the sidelines without 
playing a Test match, 
promptly weighed in 
with 42 runs with the 
bat when his country 
needed it most, and then 
charged in with venon to 
take eight wickets for 97 
runs in a single innings. 

But the most pleasing 
aspect of the series for 
Australia, in the wake of 
the dropping of Steve 
Waugh, who had 
struggled for runs, was 
the confident form of his 














W E will have to wait for the 

ghosted memoirs to find out 
what happened in the England 
dressing room during the 
tea time interval of the first day 
of the last Test at Perth But 
given past per formance and the awful i eality of 
what happened theroattor, it is not hard to guess 
what Micky Stewart, the England team manager, 
said ’Good luck lads, you know what to do ’ 
Unfortunately, the current England team do 
not know what to do Tliey need to be told, to be 
managed 

The conversation that should have taken place 
would have been along the following lines “We’re 


SCANDAL 


IT SEEMS LIKE ITS THE END OF THE ROAD FOR ENOUNO’S MIS-MANA6ERS 










tt will b« a pity if Gooch 
faces the music for the 
England debacle or If he 
chooses to take the rap. 
The gentlemen to blame 




Inset) and Dexter 
(bottom) 



In Australia it 
has ail gone 
wrong again. 
It has been a 
tour do} 
by bad 
but also by 
bad 

management. 
Lush had 
found it 
difficult to get 
players 
properly 
dressed and in 
the right place 
at the right 
time... 




in a strong position. But let’s not spoil it. Let’s not 
do anything stupid. We must play ourselves in 
again and make sure that this session is better 
than the last, which was better than the first. 

This is only the first day of the match. There is 
lots of time. Let’s try to lose no wickets before the 
close.” 

What happened, of course, was that the 
England vice-captain strode back to the wicket, 
tried to pull a ball from McDermott in the very 
first over, an absurdly ambitous stroke, and was 
caught. Twelve overs later, England, who had 
stood at 212 for three at tea, were all out for 244. 
The next day, Australia did the opposite: fight to 
save an innings from a poor start. 


A round the management of the England 
team there is the smell of decay. of a 
regime that is playing out time. The word 
is that Stewart and Peter Lush, the tour manager, 
are on their last tour. The position of Ted Dexter 
as chairman of the England committee is also 
open to question. 

The team are tired and beaten. Middle and 
late-order batting collapses betoken culpable 
selection as well as a lack of fighting spirit. 
Immature attempts by the players to have a little 
fun on a joyless tour have given sustenance to the 
scandal-mongering section of the press corps. 

The application of disciphne lurches from the 
blind eye to the big stick. Even the 
loyaJ-by-nature cricket writers, sensing that they 
will not have to share future tours with the 
current management, are openly critical. And it 
is an open secret that Lord’s already has a 
replacement management team in mind. 

This time, one hopes, it will not be the England 
captain who is made the scapegoat. Graham 
Gcwh’s batting and self-evident commitment 
have enhanced his reputation. Even his tactical 
failings cannot now he used to condemn him 
completely, for under the modern structure of 
England cricket the team manager also bears a 
measure of responsibility in that department. 

The concept of a full-time, football-styie team 
manager was accepted by the Test and County 
Cricket Board in the middle 1980s. Such an 
appointment was intended to give continuity, to 
give structure to a professional training and 
fitness regimen, to make the captain’s job less 
onerous. 

In some people’s view, the point was to add 
some brains, something clearly in short supply. 
The idea was that the team manager would deal 
with cricket matters, leaving the tour manager to 
deal with administration, diplomacy, and public 
relations. Together, with the captain, they would 
be responsible for discipline. 

The Lush-Stewart partnership, England’s first 
of its kind, enjoyed a remarkably successful 
honeymoon on the England tour of Australia in 
the winner of 1986-87. Under Stewart’s direction, 
the squad was fitter them before. Stewart and 







Mike Gatting, the captain, shared the same 
tough, no-nonsense attitude Public relations was 
well-handled by Lush whom the press found 
open and co-operative Most important of all, the 
Ashes were won 

But management is only truly tried m 
adversity, and when the fust real test came, Lush 
and Stewart were found wanting The next 
winter tour, of Pakistan in 1987-88 was one of 
the most ill star red ever undertaken, and its 
repercussions are still sorely felt by England The 
previous summer antagonism had developed 
between the two teams, with allegations of 
gamesmanship made by both sides 
The explosion came in Faisalabad when 
Gatting the England captain, was involved in a 
shouting match with the umpire, Shakoor Eana 
Shakoor Rana who claimed that Gatting had 
abused him and called him a cheat, refused to 
continue the game unless Gatting apologised 
Neither ].iush nor Stewart was able to resolve the' 
situation, and a full day’s play was lost, as well as 
England’s chance of levelling the series 
Not the least disturbing aspect of the affair was 
the weakness of the management, which, while 
appearing to condone Gatting’s loss of control. 
did not feel strong enough to pack their bags for 
home Suddenly, their back of stature in the field 
was exposed, 

S TEWART IS a dedicated, utilitarian man, 
obsessed with fitness but unsubtle in its 
application He is often likened to a 
sergeant major, the practice field his parade 
ground Indeed, Stewart has always indentified 
with the infantry, uncomplicated players like 
Gatting and Gooch, whose achievements were 
born of hard work and pugnacity 
Lush, who never played first-class cricket, was 
brought in by Lord’s as a marketing man shortly 
before the first World Cup was held in 1975 In 
that capacity he was remarkably successful, 
playing a prominent part in securing 
sponsorship of Test cricket as well as the 
championship 

But like so many. Lush was promoted away 
from the arena of his talent Gradually, as 
England tried to make their approach more 
professional, it became common for him to visit 
countries that England were due to tour, to make 
the necessary arrangements That role led to his 
elevation to tour manager 
Unfortunately, as his importance increased, a 
tendency towards pomposity became evident, 
particularly in his relations with the Press 
Stewart and Lush, who at first had enjoyed good 
press relations, developed a bunker mentality 
Suspicion, hostility and secrecy were the order of 
the day, along with an inability to distinguish 
between news and sports reporters, between 
tabloids and broadsheets The first reaction to 
any embarrassment was to deny everything, or to 
make no comment, only letting out the truth 


under pressure, and then drop by drop 
It was hoped that the appointment of Dexter as 
the England cricket supremo would improve 

Alan Lamb was forced to run the five mile 
diatance to the team hotel. He missed the next 
two Testa that followed because of Injury. 
(Inset) the team 






AROUND the management 
of the England team, there 
is the smell of decay, of a 
regime that is playing out 
time. The word is that 
Stewart and Lush, the tour 
manager are on their last 
tour. The position of Ted 
Dexter as chairman of the 
England committee is also 
open to question 



matters Dexter quickly grew close to Stewart, 
was bnmnung with ’deas and good intentions 
and had a natural instinct for publicity 
But their very first decision, to appoint the 
England captain lor the 1989 home senes against 
Australia, went wrong In a display of ultimate 
loyalty to his old lieutenant, Stewart persuaded 
Dexter that Gatting, who had been sacked after 
the barmaid affair, should be brought back as 
captain They were overruled by another member 
of the England committee, Ossie Wheatley 
Gower, the compromise choice, enjoyed the 
confidence of Dexter, but not of Stewart whose 
influence he sought to dimmish by returni ng to 
the days when the England captain was 
sovereign But Gower failed on the field as 
England were hammered 


Already the shortcomings of the 
much-heralded Dexter era were revealed Things 
were going badly wrong England resembled a 
rudderless ship The question was where was 
Dexter‘S It was to be oft repeated 
When Gower was not merely deposed, to be 
replaced by Gooch, but eliminated from the team, 
the preparations for the tour of the West Indies 
were put in train by Stewart This was perhaps 
his finest hour, with each player being given a 
personal fitness regimen, and impressive 
pre-tour coaching sessions at Lilleshall 
At first It paid off England acquitted 
themselves brilhantly to begin with and well 
oveiall in the Caribbean, and enjoyed further 
success against moderate New Zealand and India 
last summer 

But in Australia it has all gone wrong again It 
has been a tour dogged by bad luck, but also by 
bad management Lush has found it difficult to 
get players properly dressed and in the right 
place at the right time He failed to impose 
discipline early on and overreacted when trying 
belatklly to impose his authority 

Stewart has failed too Despite his insistence on 
practice and fitness England's fielding has been 
woefully short of mtemational standards and a 
number of players have broken down The most 
ludicrous example was Lamb’s five-mile run back 
to the team motel in Ballarat just before 
Christmas after scoring a century Lamb 
aggravated a calf injury which had first been 
sustained on a similar run m Barbados, and 
missed the second and third TestA 
Dexter paid a flying visit, saw bits of one Test 
and was once seen departing at the tea interval 
The players are said to regard him as a nice fellow 
who does not have the slightest idea wnat is 
going on Mike Brearley once wrote that Dexter 
the captain was “more interested m theories than 
people When the theories became meffectivc his 
own interest waned’, and it is difficult to avoid the 
conclusion that the same applies to his present 
position 

Lush’s contract with the TCCB expires m April 
And although Stewart’s contract extends to 
September 1992, they are expected to be replaced 
by Bob Bennett and Keith Fletcher, who are 
running the England A tour of Sri Lanka with 
conspicuous aplomb 

But what of Dexterv In the early days of his 
tenure, Dexter was the hands-on leader, paid 
more than C20 OOO a year in compensation for 
lost earnings while on England busmess But 
there appears to be a change of emphasis on the 
part of officials of the TCCB 
W hen inquiries are made of Dexter’s 
wht readouts, the Ime is that he is conducting his 
own busmess, as if his position was honorary, as 
if the affairs of the England team abroad are not a 
matter for him Could it be. as be himself has 
hinted, that Dexter also faces the chop‘s • 




I T is going' to be the Test series 
that will decide, without doubt, 
the number one cricketing 
nation in the world, but who 
will win is not just the only 
question What Au.straha wants to 
know is not how Merv Hughes 
will eopie with the West Indians, 
but how the West Indians will cope 
with Merv Hughes. The Victorian 
big man has had a taste of touring 
England, where he was an instant 
hit, ^d he is going to need all his 
antics to parade on the islands 
Hughes, a crowd favouiite 
wherever he plays, is sure to lift 
the West Indian crowds with his 
antics as well as his cricket. 

In fact, former Australian 
captain Ian Chappell is of the 
opinion that Hughes is going to be 
a vital part of the touring side’s 
success formula. Of Hughes, 
whose face stares down from 
Australian billboards in 
advertisements for power tools 
with words to the effect “There’s 
nothing like tough tools ”, 
Chappell saysi'Two things will 



Merv Hughes: an instant hit wherever he plays 





FINAL 


DAVID McMAHON previews the 
decide for the final time the 



















David Boon: Australia'^ 


Ambrose and Bishop will give the Australian batsmen no respite 


oft-questioned mental attitude has 
not suffered 

The choice of Whitney in the 
touring squad was something of a 
controversy. Whitney made a 
fairy-tale debut for his country 
durmg the Ashes series in 1981, 
when Ian Botham wrested the 
Ashes single-handedly from the 
touring Australians. Whitney, 
then an obscure New South Wales 
paceman, was playing the English 
county circuit. Summoned from 
the field during a match, he had 
no idea what awaited him. The 
Australian team, in dire need of a 
replacement, had summoned him 
to join them. Plucked thus from 


obscurity Whitney literally 
walked straight into his first Test. 

Since then, though, he has done 
little of note, playing only a 
handful of Tests, but always 
performing consistently for his 
state. Yet he was picked for the 
Adelaide Test against the West 
Indian side two years ago and 
responded with nine wickets, his 
left-arm guile nullifying the 
tourists’ batting strength. Now 
Whitney goes on a full tour, 
despite the fact that the experts 
cautioned against the picking of 
two left-armers (Reid and 
Whitney). Whether he plays the 
first Test will depend on usuries. 


blit as the least-credentialed 
pacemen m the squad, he is the 
one with the greatest 
psychological advantage against 
the opposing batsmen. 

Border is fortunate to have 
Matthews back in the rajiks. 
Matthews is anyone’s equal when 
it comes to courage and 
determination, and his century in 
his comeback Test against 
England this Australian summer 
was proof of his grit. His presence 
in the lower-middle order will help 
steady any sudden collapses, but 
the pressure will be on those key 
men, the openers David Boon and 
Geoff Marsh. Boon, struggling for 


24 






Gordon Greenidge: slowing down? 


atest blessing 

forni before the Ash'-n sei les, was 
in danger of losing his place in the 
Australian side, yet he reeled oil 
more than 500 runs in the serios 
to top the tout averages and is 
now looked on as the man likely to 
lead the assault on the quick 
bowlers 

Marsh is a bit of a worry, for he 
was in patchy form at home 
during the summer Dean Jones, 
who scored that stirring double 
century when Australia last 
played the West Indies will be 
keen to prove a point. and 
wherever he bats in the order, will 
be just the sort of instinctive 
batsman needed to throw the fast 


bowlers of! the scent 
One man t an be said to hold the 
key to the seiics Ian Bishop 
lie and Cut tley Ambrose will give 
the Aui-tialian batsmen no respite 
and it pays to remembei that one 
Malt olm Marshall will be 11 t're as 
well vei y much the third bow lei 
now but with the sort of guile and 
exper encc {and pace) that will 
never allow the Aus^I aliatis to 
settle into a comfort ble rhythm 
But, how do the two team stack 
up*!* 1 he West Indies have the 
greater pedigree in batting But 
their leading stars are a bit long in 
the tooth and {if this can ever be 
said alxiut those beautifully fluent 


batsmen) have little to motivate 
them as they reach the last stage 
in then caiecrs On the other 
hand the Austi alian batsmen ar e 
still on a high after then 
successes against England and 
will be looking to revenge the 
attac k that mauled them two 
years ago The West Indies have 
the faster bowler s Australia the 
bowlers with more variety But 
finally the two most intangible 
fac'tors Australia bats further 
down the oi der and is eager to 
prove to the world that it is the 
best cricketing team at present 
But then again the West Indies 
are on home ground • 


2 ! 









Allan Border, the Australian captain, needs only 18 runs more to (X>mplete 9,000 runs bi TeiA 
cricket. He has already become the second highest run-getter in Tests after l^nit Qavas^ar 
(10,122 runs in 125 Test matches) So Border requires 1138 runs to reach tee Little Master's 

mile-stone 

COOHIST TEST MW ILS. Wm ili US 1M SI 


COUNTIIT 

lEfT 

MW 

N.e. 

MMS 

MB 

w 

England 

3 

6 

2 

146 

36 50 

eo* 

Pakistan 

2 

4 

1 

276 

92 00 

105 

India 

6 

12 

0 

521 

43 41 

162 

West Indies 

3 

6 

0 

118 

19 66 

54 

England 

3 

5 

1 

199 

49 75 

115 

Pakistan 

3 

5 

2 

395 

131 66 

153 

England 

1 

2 

2 

77 


56* 

New Zealand 

. 3 

4 

0 

100 

25 00 

46 

India 

3 

5 

0 

228 

45 60 

124 

England 

6 

12 

3 

533 

59 22 

123* 

Pakistan 

3 

5 

0 

84 

16 80 

37 

West Indies 

3 

6 

1 

336 

67 20 

126 

New Zealand 

3 

3 

0 

44 

14 66 

38 

Pakistan 

3 

6 

1 

110 

23 60 

55* 

England 

5 

9 

2 

317 

45 28 

89 

Sri Lanka 

1 

1 

1 

47 

— 

47* 

Pakistan 

5 

6 

1 

429 

85 80 

118 

West Indies 

5 

10 

3 

521 

74 42 

100* 

West Indies 

5 

9 

0 

246 

27 33 

69 

England 

6 

11 

2 

597 

66 33 

196 

New Zealand 

3 

6 

1 

279 

55 80 

152* 

India 

3 

S 

0 

298 

59 60 

163 

Now Zealand 

3 

5 

1 

290 

72 50 

140 

India 

3 

4 

1 

245 

81 66 

106 

England 

5 

10 

1 

473 

52 55 

125 

New Zealand 

3 

4 

0 

268 

72 00 

205 

England 

1 

2 

1 

50 

50 00 

48* 

Sri Lanka 

1 

1 

0 

88 

88 00 

88 

Pakistan 

3 

5 

1 

230 

57 50 

113* 

West Indies 

5 

10 

2 

258 

32 25 

75 

England 

6 

9 

3 

442 

73 66 

80 

New Zealand 

1 

1 

0 

50 

50 00 

50 

Sri Lanka 

? 

3 

0 

165 

55 00 

85 

Pakistan 

3 

5 

2 

134 

44 66 

62’ 

New Zealand 

1 

2 

1 

79 

79 00 

78* 

England 

5 

7 

1 

281 

46 83 

83* 
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in 

13 

Tests, 

26 

inns 

in 

27 

Tests, 

48 

mns 

in 

39 

Tests. 

72 

Inns 

in 

57 

Tests, 

99 

inns 

in 

68 

Tests, 

120 

inns 

In 

80 

Tests, 

140 

inns 

in 

91 

Teste, 

159 

mns 

in 

105 

Teste, 

184 

inns 

in 

t 

120 

Tests, 

206 

inns 

L 

MaM aaeh eaamnr 



Hs m M cr 


29 


11 119 19 
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CaaMv 

TMplayal Raasaeaml 

England 

41 

3115 

Pakistan 

22 

1666 

West indies 

21 

1479 

India 

15 

1292 

Newzealand 

17 

1130 

Sn Lanka 

04 

300 




im TKt nm M a eaiaaiar yaar 


last hm 



150* and 153 Vs Pakistan, Lahore 3rd Test 1980 

140 and 114* Vs New Zealand, Christchurch, 2nd Test 1986 

WiiMt MMiaal iairiiias 

205 against New Zealand, Adelaide 1987 

ms caaMat dsi 

105,162,115,150* 153,124,123* 106‘, 126,118 117*, 100*, 196 146* 152*, 163,140,114*, 106,125,100*, 205, 

iiy 

Hih sanHiat 011 

60*, 85,66*. 50,54,61.54,63 58*. 56*. 57 63,64.84.66,53*. 78.55*. 62* 89 83,66,64.54.98*. 98,60*. 69. SB, 
83. 71, 66*. 70. 88, 75. 75, 64, 66 60*. 80 65*, 76. 51* 50, 56, 85, 62*, 78* 62 78 83* 

MiiMtiiiaitas 

521 Vs India, 6 Tests, 1979 
533 Vs England, 6 Tests, I98i 
521 Vs West Indies, 5 Tests, 1984 
S97 Vs England, 6 Tests, 1985 

IN MM II Ml avaa Tutiiartai 

395 Vb Pakistan, 1980 
336VBWastindws, 81-82 


C om p Md by HiM*lpraMtl Chatlopwlliyay 
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W ITH the resignation of Jhaman 
Lai Sharma, Indian hockey was 
orphaned again The search for a 
national coach was on in full 
swing Even a decade ago, this 
was a prized job And today 
Indian hockey is in such doldrums, that 
contenders were shying away from this coveted 
post 

Jhaman Lai Sharma announced his resignation 
on the last day of the Indira Gandhi international 
tournament This bombshell stung the IHF 
bigwigs For a fortmght, the IHF made efforts to 
conciliate the Lucknow based Sharma A 1960 
Olympian, Jhaman Lai remained adamant and 
refused to reconsider his decision He felt that the 
players were not motivated or talented enough to 
produce results in international hockey To the 
local dailies he stated that he had resigned as 
there was too much pressure to pi oduce quick 
results He argued that Indian hockey needed a 
long-term plan, with lots of exposure against 
European teams at home and abroad, if standards 
are to improve He felt the federation was only 
interested in short-term measures which were 
hopelesslv futile 

With Jhaman refusing, the IHF was in a 
quandry The crisis was similar to that of last 
year’s when national coach M P Ganesh resigned 
after India finished 10th in the Lahore World 
Cup History was repeating itself Similarly, 
factionalism and lobbying was rampant amongst 
the niF officials to decide on the national aiach 
The favourite for the eweted post was the 1980 
and 1984 Olympes coach Balkishen Singh Last 
year too Balkishen was consider ed the best man 
for the job However the erstwhile director of the 
Sports Authority ot India fSAP, D K Chatterjee 
had refused to release Balkishen from his 
admmstrative post at the NSNTC Patiala 
In 1990, the IHF indulged in then own 
politicking and manipulations Instead of 
insisting on Balkishen the IHF suggested the 
name of ex Olympian Udham Singh, for one good 
reason the IHF president R Prasad was too 
dependent on the Punjab lobby for his re-election 
in January 1990 So Rajkumar and the other 
Punjab officials wanted their own coach namely 
Udham Singh However, the director of the 
Teams Wings of the SAI Mr V K Verma, felt 
that Udham Singh was unfamiliar with the 
nuances ol modern hockey and refused to 
consider the BSF veteran for the job 
Cedric D’Souza of Bombay is back in favour 
again The IHF has air eady approached him to be 
the assistant national coach However, Cedric has 

Balkishen Singh (first from left): back at the helm 


Turning Back 


After much politicking the Indian 
Balkishen Singh the coach of 
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made his terms clear Oui mg the Indira Gandhi 
tournament at Delhi he said I muet be given 
clearly defined duties and reponsibihties and not 
vague roles like assisting in strategy Cedric has 
the reputation of a thinking coach and would hko 
to work with a national coach leceptive to his 
variety of ideas on defending and conversion of 
penalty corners Cedric has not stated but 
implied that he would ac cept the ]ob only if he 
can develop a rapport with the national coach 

The Udham Singh factor was still dominant 
even while Balkishen s name topped the list The 
Punjab lobby would have liked Udham lo be the 
coach Rajkumar probably felt that if Udham was 
made the national coach his son Gundeep Kumai 
has a gocxl chance of being captain of India With 
Pargat Singh out of favoui and unlikely to b( 
made skipper again Gundeep Jagbii Singh and 
R P Singh aie the beniormost players and 
favoured for the post 

A dark horse for the post of coach was Sukhbir 
Singh Grewal popularly known as Gaiiy 


If India fails to qualify for 
Barcelona It will be like the end of 
an era. The end of a rich legacy. It 
wilt be the first time since 1928 
that no Indian team will be 
participating in the Olympics 


Sukhbir afoimerIndia rentre forward icsignfd 
fiom the Indian Airlines and lias joint d feAI asa 
hockey roach Hehasconsidciableexpencncr m 
training lunior players and has bet n m charge of 
the Nehru hex-key tournanir nt summei camps 
since 1988 Gai i y is c onsidti td well vei sed with 
mrxlei n hoc key Ther ^ is a faction in the ini' 
whir h favoured a total break fi om the post and 
the selection of a young national coach Sukhbir 
also had the SAl backing 

liiam ur Rehman assistai t coach at the 1990 
Beijing Asiad BMW tournament and Indira 
Gandhi tournament was also br mg i onsideir d 
for natit ral coach The Gulian e A/ani faction in 
the IHF ai ^ued that continuity in coaching is 
essential As Inam has been w ith the cur 111 it 
team for nearly a year it was felt he should have 
got < he job till the Olympic qualifying 
tou’ nament 

/I nother candidate whose name was talked 
about was Harmeek Singh He has been highly 
praised for the excellent India junioi team he 
prepared for the 1988 World Cup qualifying 
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With Jhaman Lai refusing, the IHF 
was in a quandry. The crisis was 
similar to that of last year's when 
national coach M.P. Ganesh 
resigned after India finished 10th 
in the Lahore World Cup. History 
was repeating itself 


lounds Vivtkbiiigh bhakeel Ahmed 
MohaniriHdAnf J«iKdev biiigh Saiijeev Kumai 
Maik Pitteison and Ashish Ballal came intn the 
hmelipflit V, hen pi lying toi Harmeek b India 
junior U am Hai met k had made the India juniors 
play with a twin (entie hall in a 2 4 4 foi ination 
and then apptoach play had been impic&sivt, 

M inv of Ins junini s are now it gulai s with the 
senioi ham Harmeek al&o had many supptirteis 
loi tht post ot national coac h 

Put H ilkishen was the man IHF wanted the 
mobl 1 low (vei t h( re were two pr oblcms 
Fii fatly Halkisht n hinifacll waa not tcxi keen on 
the po*-1 1 It wantt d a long tei m contrat t while 
the ini' was think np in terms ol the Olympic 
qualiivitig tou r namt nt in Ot 1 ober this year The 
mam hiU h was that Halkishen doeb not want any 
inteifcrenoe from the IHI when it comes to 


There wee a move to make a complete break 
with the past and appoint the relatively young 
S S Grewal (in picture) as coach 

selecting and training ol tht h am Balki'-ht n 
recpiiiedthisasfauiantPbtfoit ht accepted the 
job 

Secondly like last year ttiough the HIP wanted 
Balkifahen it was upt o the bA1 to i cleasc him 
Labt year Balkishen did not get the )obdue to 
factionalism between the SAl and the national 
sports fcdeiations about piepai ations lor the 
Beijing Afaiad Howewer things see: med to ha vt 
been sorted out now but it is still too earl^ to 
speculate on what kuid ol compromise the IHP 
hafa made with both Balkishen and the SAI 
Nevei thelesfa it was about t ime the isfaue of the 
coach was sorted out There are only eight 
months left for Indian hockey to fat e the 
proverbial acid test If India lails to qualify for 
Barcelona it will be like ttu end ol an ei a The end 
of a rich legacy It will be the first time srnce 1928 
that no Indian hockey team will be participating 
in the Olympics That would surely be the death 
knell of Indian hockey 
Over to you now Balkishen' 

Novy Kapadia, Delhi 
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QUESTIONS 


I Thxs famous 
Indian chess 
player was 
illiterate and 
initially worked as 
a servant A 
foreigner on 
spotting his talents 
took him to Piurope 
where he beat 
many 

grandmasters 
including woild 
champions 
Emmanuel Lasker 
and Capablanca 
Name him 

2 Which 

Australian Test 
cncketei 
represented his 
cou nti y at tlte 
Melbourne 
Olympics in 
hockey‘s 

3 Which Indian 
cncketei latex 
became the 
country’s 
ambassador to 
Holland’ 

4 Only two 
Indians have 
won four medals at 
the Olympics One 
of them 18 Leslie 
Claudius Who 18 
the other’ 

5 . With which 
sport is the 
King Geor^ V Cup 
associated’ 


1 Sultan Khan 

2 Bnan Booth 

3 Yaiuvendra Singh 

4 Udham Singh 

& Tennis It is actually the Wimbledon mens 
singles trophy 

6 Table tennis T ne cups are known as the 
Egypt Cup and the Iran Cup 

7 Bernard Hinault 

8 World championships of contract bridge 

9 Chess 

10 John Walker 

11 Sensei 

1 2 Speed and roller skating 

13 A post-season senes of games played 
between the winners ol the National and 
American leagues for the championship of 
professional baseball It is a best of seven 
series 

14 A bet in which pilnters pick the first and second 
place finishers of a race but need not designate 
the order of finish 

15 AnnHaydon She was the Wimbledon 
women s single s champion in 1969 Sho 
reached the finals of the world table tennis 
championships in 1956 and 195 1 ' 


RATING TEST 


Above 14 Wish you were part of our quiz team 
Between 11 and 14 You are not too bad 
Below 11 Sportsworld reading recommended 

THIS QUIZ HAS BEEN COMPILED BY: 
MISS-SARWETPARVEEN, 

QUARTER NO. C/12, 

ROAD NO. 2. 

WATERTOWER QUARTERS 
PATNA-800 001 
(BIHAR) 

All insw^r* wnl r by l f uontnbutor 


6 King Fa"okh 
of Egypt a id 
KingSh^ol Iran 
have donated cups 
in the world 
championships of a 
particular sport 
Name the sport 


7 Only three 
cyclists have 
won theiamous 
Tour de France 
1 ace five times Two 
of them ai-e Edwin 
Merkx and Jaiques 
Anqultied Name 
the thud 


8 With which 
sport IS the 
‘Bermuda Cup’ 
associated’ 

9 Which sport is 
believed to have 
been invented by 
Havana’s wife, 
Mandodri’ 

”1 Who IS the 
X wonly athlete 
to have crossed the 
3mins 50 secs 
barriei in the mile 
more than a 100 
times’ 

1 -4 What IS the 
X trainer who 
teaches judo or 
kdi ate addressed 
as’ 

-4 O Figure and 
X rwhtxikeyaie 
two of the four 
types of skating 
What arc the other 
two’ 

•4 O Which 
X O baseball 
competition held in 
the United States is 
ptipularly known 
as woi Id senes’’ 

A What in 
X Ahorse racing 
betting terms is a 
quinella’ 

-4 pr Who IS the 
X Oonly other 
Wimbledon singles 
champion other 
than Fred Perry to 
have reached the 
finals of the World 
Table Tennis 
championships’ 
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THE SIN-BIN 


F IFA, the g'ovenungr 
body of world 
80 C(;er, has icjecled 
the idea of 
inlroducinpr a ice 
hoc;key-style sin-bin 
system into professional 
football. As more 
players attract red 
cards, a number of 
European managers, 
including Terry 
Venables of Tottenham 
Hotspurs, are keen to 
try out this system. 

But a FIFA spokesirian 
said that the idea 
wouldn’t work “It has 
been biought up before 
by the West Germans 
They suggested it two or 
three years ago - but it 
was always turned 
down, “he said 


CONNINB FOR fiOD 


M ike MASSEY. ha.iltxi 
as the pool-world’s 
top trick shot exponent, 
is touring' Europe and 
using the lure of the 
green baize to draw 
people closer to the word 
of God 

Before leaving on the 
tour the 43-yeur-old 
former American 
national nine-ball 
champion admitted that 
he was a reformed 
con-man who before 
conveision had been 
heavily into drugs. 
gambling and hard 
liquor. 

He believes his ivcent 
decision to play pool in 
England must be Gtxi’s 
wish for the re-suit has 
been an evangelical pixil 
tour, televised by 
Eurosport, with a 
potential audience of 60 


SPORTING 



million viewers. 

During his first show. 
Steve Davis, the 
six-times world snooker 
champion was among a 
n umber of European 
stars who were held 
spell bound by Massey's 
wizardry on the table. 
Little is known about the 
effect he had on them 
with his Praise the lord' 
speech. 


IW MORTR Lin_ 

M ichael JOHNSON, 
of the Chicago Bulls 
basketball team, soars 
even closer to 
immortality. The ‘guard’ 
for the Chicago Bulls hit 


CIUICH FACINGS 













a new height by sooring 
his IS,000th point in a 
game against the 
Philadelphia 76er8. The 
27>year>old National 
Basketball Association 
sooring leader reached 
the milestone in only 
406 games 


A NEW EQUATIO N_ 

S ILVERSTONE. home 
of British Grand Prix, 
has under gone a £1 6 
million facelift designed 
to make motor racing 
safer and more 
entertaining at one of 
the world s fastest race 
tracks Derek Warwick, 
ex-Formula One driver 
said "The track is no 
longer boring but is 
safer, more challenging 
and will give value tor 
money to spectators He 
added “In the past the 
best engines won you 
the race, but now these 
changes have brought 
the driver into t hi* 
equation and that is 
good,’ 

WABCASUALTY 

nUiE Gulf war has not 
A only taken its toll on 
the economics of the 
middle eastern 
countries, it has also 
effected sport Squash 
which was emerging as 
a popularsport in these 
countries is now facing 
a decline In the last 
Asian Junior 
Championship held in 
Calcutta—Iraq. Kuwait, 
Jordan, Bahrain, 
Lebanon and Palestine 
had participated and 
Kuwait had come 
fourth 

Unfortunalsly, 
because of the Gulf war 
none of the teams 
participated in the 
championship at 
Colombo This resulted 
in the 12 nation 
competition being 


Free-for-alls like this 
have spilled over from 
ice hockey onto the 
soccer pitches, but a 
suggestion of using a 
sin-bin like they have 
in ice hockey has been 
turned down 

reduced to a six nation 
contest It IS sad that the 
casualties of war are not 
only the soldiers but also 
sportsmen 

BUT NOW ~ 

T ickets for the 1992 

Summer Olympics are 
already being sold Oriol 
Serra of the Barcelona 
Olympic Organising 
Committee said at a news 
conference that 4 7 
million tickets giving 
access to 504 sports 
events will be sold in 
Spam Another 1.2 
million wiU be sold 
abroad through travel 
agencies designated by 
each national Olympic 
committee 

Prices of tickets range 
from $10 to $95, with 
the men's basketball 
final being the most 
expensive event 



Australian Prime 
Minister Bob Hawke 
hopes to include 
South Africa for the 
World Cup cricket to 
be held in Australia 
and New Zealand next 
year 



STBIKEBSi _ 

F rench football club 
Olympique 
Marseille s owner 
Bernard Tapie managed 
to persuade Ins players 
to call off a strike and 
instead play then mate h 
against Boideaux The 
players also threatened 
to skip Fiances 
European 

Championship qualifier 
with Spain next month 
They were striking in 
support of their owiiei 
Tapie, who was banned 
for a year lor 
mtimidatiug referees 
“1 appreciate their 
suppoT t, but I told them 
the best thing for the 
club and their own 
career was to go out and 
do what they are best at, 
“said Tapie “that’s play 
football ” 

Tapie’fe immediate 
reaction to the ban was 
tc quit, but after having 


spoken to France s 
national coach Michel 
Platini and others he has 
reconsidered his 
dec ision 

ALL FOB A CAUSE 


tjriHE Australian Prime 
X Mimstcr. Bob Hawke, 
was in Perth for the final 
Test of the Ashes series 
During the course of hia 
stay he called for a 
meeting of 
Common wealth 
premiers to discuss the 
retui ri of South A/hca to 
world cricket in time for 
the World Cup in 
Australia and New 
Zealand next year 
Although the 
Australian Cricket 
Board has welcomed the 
mo\ e, the chief 
executive, David Robert, 
said that it was 
premature to talk about 
South Africa and the 
World Cup 

PHOTOOflAPHS 
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KEEP ‘EM F 


C ONllNUINGfrom 
where we left off 
last week here are 
the last few tips to 
recharge your immune 
system circuits for 
growth, health and 
recuperation In short, 
to keep em fighting fit 




Kverybody knows 
about the role that 
proteins play in our 
body Proteins help in 
rebuilding cells and in 
repairing tissues The 
proteins also strengthen 
and support the immune 
system They form 
antibodies to combat 
invading bacteria and 
viruses, and also form 
' an integral part of the 
enzyme and hormonal 
system Add to this the 
role playi*d in moving 
oxygen through the 
body and also the part 
played in muscle 
activity 




Surprisingly few 
athletes realize the full 
piotential of amino-acids 
Next to water they are 
the most abundant 
substance in the body 
Ammo acids are needed 
foi the synthesis of 
enzymes and structural 
proteins The ammo 
acids have to be obtained 
from outside either 
from lood oi from 
suppleiiw'iits 




Surprising how 
exercise is an ant idote 
other than it a body and 

Relaxation and fun. 
kaapa tha immune 
syatam charged 









GHTIiVCr FIT 






As long as you | 

exercise and en|oy it, 

It’s good for the ' 

system 

performaiict enhanoiug ] 
values When we ex 'rcis(» i 
we prcxiuc e endorphins | 
and also a hormone 
known as 

nonadrenalme Tins 
hormone is a rao<xl 
enhancer The 
combination ol these 
natural chemicals 
produce an elevated 
physical and emotional 
state Nonadrenalin is 
actually an 

antidepressant and if is i 
because of the 
production of this 
ho mone that people 
become addicted to a 
regular exercise 
Overlooked side benefits 
of a regular exercise 






programme ai e lietter 
lest mg habits bettei 
app«*tirr and eating 
pattei ns and a positive 
outlook tov/ards htf We 
I'eed not elaboi ate on 
these dowe'^ Just 
lemeiiilKi IXJN’T 
oveidoit 

ALTRUISM AND 
HUMOUR: 

Don t get II prised 
ovei wha* wean going 
to tell you next In this 
age of interpreting 
everything m terms of 
logic Its defying to 
think of how altruism 
could possibly help the 
immune system 

Actually it hapjx'iis 
this way Wheneve> we 
perform an ac’t of 
kindness we i eceive a 


feeling ol warmth 
Researchers suggest 
that this plea&an*^ 
leclmg is a direct result 
of eridor phins Doing a 
charitable act or oven 
moieama/mg even 
thinking ol it bolsters 
the immune system 
Tests have pi oved that 
Immunoglobin A an 
.mtibodv tho.t helps 
defend the body against 
respiiator.! infections, 
iiici cases at this time 
Similarli- laughter also 
pioduf es bio chemiral 
t hanges that enhance 
the immune system 
So fiom now on foi 
vour own good don’t 
onl\ think ol yourself 
Do youi sell and the 
woild some gixid, by at 
least spar in a thought 
foi othe's 
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REST. REUUUTION 




The greatest enemy of 
our immune system is 
stress Stress depletes 
the antibodies in our 
body at an alarming rate 
and leave us susceptible 
to illnesses Stress uses 
up the water soluble 
nutrients specially 
Vitamin C, the 
B-complex group and 
theimneralB Once these 
protective nutrients are 
deficient we tend to get 
susceptible to high blood 
pressure, 

gastrointestinal upsets, 
headaches, chronic 
muscle tension and 
heart disease 

Combating stress is an 
ongoing everyday 
affair Depression, 
overexertion, worry 
over finances and 
relationships, alcohol 
and tobacco addictions 
result in poor resting 
patterns, leaving the 
body open to diseases 

Find some time 
exclusively for yourself 
This may be engaging in 
a hobby oi merely 
taking a leisurely walk 
Once in a while allow 
your mind to float free 
and set aside all your 
problems Even if it’s no 
more than lounging in a 
bath tub for 30 minutes. 
It IS therapeutic 

The actual activuty is 
not important, j ust as 
long as you are doing 
something that allows 
you to relax 

So folks, once m a 
while just ruffle your 
hair, buckle your shoes 
and GO FOR IT' • 






Is The One-Day Came 




KILLING TE 


P RIOR to 1963, time-limit and 
one-day cricket were virtually 
unknown at county level in 
England Now not a 
week —perhaps, crucially, not a 
Sunday -of the season passes 
without a one-day county match being played 
somewhere in the country These competitions 
flourish, and flourish is, indeed, the word 
lhe.y play acrucial part in financially 
sustaining the game here 
Now, too, it IS played all over the world. The 
great occasion btifell in 1983 when eight 



in its effect on play and on the finances, but 
also its general standing and in the fashioning 
of lesser technical and major legal 
adjustments to fit the demand. It began out of 
controversy, some of winch still remains. The 
diehard or 'Yorkshire' attitude still maintains 
that the one-day game is not cricket played 
properly’ Obviously, tcxi, there is no 
technical space for a batsman to lay himself in 
for a big innings as in a there-four-or five-day 
match Fei'haps, though, the heaviest criticism 
to be laid against this form of the game is that 
a bowler can, on many occasions, prove more 










ST CRICKET ? 


effective by keeping down runs than by taking 
wickets: that undoubtedly is the strongest 
relevant criticism to be offered against it On 
the credit side, quite apart from its effect on 
finances, it has led to an immense sharpening 
in the standard of fielding, far greater zest in 
batting—towards attack--with, of course, the 
resultant mounting of enthusiasm among 
spectators. 

It has been argued that the one-day game 
attracts spectators of a lesiscr .standard than 
the first-class game, on the other hand, given a 
good enough match between highranking or 




traditionally rival opponents, virtually every 
ti’ue enthusiast will be there and watching, 
and undoubtedly it has attracted many who 
would never otherwise have paid to watch a 
cricket match. 

The quality of out-cricket has been lifted in 
the standard of excitement for spectators It is 
true to say. unhappily, that this new 
development has damaged slow bowling and 
virtually eliminated the slow spinner - in 
England, though not in some other countries. 
It is difficult to see how that will be adjusted in 
England, with its frequent slow pitches. On a 
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world basis, however, the game has shown a 
raajoi' profit against that single and, it must be 
admitted tragic; loss. Perhaps the loss will be 
made gcxxl by the developnieiil of 
slow-medium spinners of the type of 
Underwood, oven Bill O’Reilly, but the slow, 
fligVity howler seems to have been eliminated 
fi oiu the game. That is a long-standing 
cibjecuon of the old school of disapprovei’s. 

in the first place, undoubtedly many of the 
consv 'eiitious objectors held their peace—or 
1 arge iy did so bec;ause of the financial 
tuivantages to the game. Soon, however, it 
became apparent that the new form of the 
game had created for itself a fresh public 
many of whom had never, if only for lack of 
spare time, been able to wateh cricket 
regularly before. 

It is odd to realise that the Gillette Cup, now 
the Nat West Trophy but then known as the 
'Knockout Competition’, began only in 1963. 








Now it is a firmly established part of English 
cricket. It gained momentum in its first 
season. Ted Dexter was, in some ways, the 
symbol of its advance, and, either as a 
batsman, bowler or captain, was constantly 
doing something interesting. A crowd of 
25,000 watched the 1963 final at Lord’s many 
of them wearing favours or carrying banners 
in the fashion of football supporters. Sus,s£;x, 
where the captain s enthusiasm passed 
through his team, won the competition in its 
first two years, by which time the Gillette Cup 
was firmly established in the British sporting 
taste and calendar. 

It was followed in 1972 by the Benson & 
Hedges Cup, in which the first-class counties 
(plus three other teams) are divided into lour 
leagues, the leaders of which then play off the 
quarter-finals, semi-finals and final. 

Sunday benefit matches, particularly those 
involving the Cavaliers ‘all-star’ XI, had long 
been popular and. for the beneficiai’y. 
profitable, before 1969 when the John Player 
Sunday League was begun. That, in its turn, 
created yet a furtht;!- public All at once, 
one-da,Y cricket had moved up from casual to 
popular entertainment. 

The first ICC Trophy tournament, staged in 
the Midlands in 1979, brought together the 



Today, people not only pay to watch the cricket 
but also to let their hair down 


non-Test playing countries. Bermuda, East 
Africa, Papua-New Guinea, Singapore, 
Argentina, Denmark, Canada, Bangladesh. 

Fiji, Malaysia. Sri Lanka, USA. Wales. Holland 
and Ireland in three groups, which then 
played off in .semi-finals and a final. Sri La,nka 
wei-e the winners, and were subsequently 
■promoted' to Tost status They had beaten 
finalists Canada then joined the Test countries 
in the Prudential World Cup. The competition 
of 1982 brought in Kenya. Hong Kong, 
Gibraltar, Israel, Bermuda, West Africa and 
eventual winners Zimbabwe. 

If all this seems like heavy-going history, it 
is, in fact, a crucial part of the story of the 
cxintrolled and organised growth of cricket as 
a world game. England was. as we know, the 
birthplace of cricl'el: it also proved ideal for the 
growth of the game at competitive ‘county’ 
level. Air travel, however, made piossible that 
still impressive photograph of the eight 
international teams of the 1983 Prudential 
World Cup lined up in front of the Lord’s 
pavilion. It was an impressive and significant 
moment of cricket history # 

WISDEN CfllOK^ M0Kri«.y _ ■ •r-V,:' 
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BY CYRUS MADAN I 


D oncaster Race ootuse^ngland, end 

October '85. A living legend, the greatest 
rider that the world has ever seen retires, 
‘^ell never see another like him” is what the 
racing media said after Lester Piggott had ridden 
his last race as a professional jockey. 

Mid October 1990: Lester Piggott just a few 
weeks away from his 55th birthday announces 
his come back to the saddle. The world gasps in 
riiahaliftf The soeptios shake their heads. But his 
fans in their “Never Say Die" adoraticm of Lester 
hail him yet again as the messian. Ijester does not 
let them down and the Press who have always 
found it difficult to describe his skill in 
superlatives are running to dictioxiaries to find 
new adjectives for the one and only Lester Keith 
Piggott. 

End December. 1968. Lester Piggott makes his 
second trip to Calcutta to ride Fair Haven in the 
Calcuta Derby. He stays a fortnight, rides 14 
races and ends off with a 50 percent strike rate. 
When he walks into the paddock for the first time 
in Calcutta the crowd rises to applaud him and 
that is evmi before he actually rides the race. 
That‘8 the sort of adulation this man exijoys all 
ovra-the world. 

Ifirst met him on that visit to Calcutta. Iwasa 
little fellow in ^orts and had the good fortune of 
hAing introduced to Lester when he paid a vimt to 
trainer Qelstaun's residence. I remember 

sitting at his feet for over 45 minutes which was 

the ttme he spent thOTB. Never opening my mofuth 
(that’s really surprising for me) I just locrised at 

his face like he was a god. 


Old stonetace...that’s what they 
^1 Piggott 
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that when he went out to ride. For him It was 
work, and work meant conoenhration. That was 
the reason you hardly saw even the fUoker of a 
smile crease his lips when he rides anywhere in 
the world 

They said he was media shy. They said he 
disliked making conversation. They said he hated 
meeting people Well that certainly wasn’t what I 
saw in Bombay. He attended a Press conference 
for the Derby. He willingly allowed himself to be 
photogfraphed and signed as many autographs 
for the fans whenever they requested him to do 
so. He expressed his opinion on the mike 
whenever we called and all in all he was one of the 
most congenial and friendly world wide 
celebrities that I have or will ever meet McDowell 
Indian Derby day at Mahalaxzm Race course 
Bombay, 3rd Feb 1991. Lester has jiist one race 
to ride before the Derby. He is slated to nde a 
horse named Scorpio. Because he is astride, the 
public are backing Scorpio. But does the horse 
Evergreen. That's what they call this Jockey 


PIggott unfortunately didn’t Impress on Speedbird 

And last week, almost 23 years later we met 
again in Bombay. For a little while he produced 
the same effect on me I was at a loss for words 
once again. 

He had come to Bombay at the request of Mr 
Vijay Mallya to ride one of his horses in the 
McDowell Indian Derby. He had a choice of five 
mounts and had to decide which of them he was 
gomg to choose. “I like a horse which has a bit of 
early speed and the ability to quicken,” says 
Lester. That was going to be what he was looking 
for. “That in fact is what makes a great horse,” 
says PIggott. 

In the course of the next few days that we were 
together I saw two sides to the man. The first 
when he was at home making pleasant 
conversation, smiling and going out of his way to 
answer the host of qpiestions that were invariably 
thrown at him. The other when he was astride a 
horse. His entire demeanour would change. 

There was no expression They don’t call him 
“Old Stonefaoe” for nothing, but he was only like 
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have it in him to win? 

As Lester enters tl>e paddock, the crowd gives 
"him a good reception. When he mounts up on 
Soorpio the cheers from the crowd get even 
louder as they give him a good old fashioned 
Bombay welcome. The noise gets through to 
Scorpio but it is lost on Piggott. is alread? 

fbrmtilating his game plan. All he knows about 
Scorpio is what he’s seen on the video screen 
while watching replays of his last few runs. For 
the master that’s enough. 

With400 to run Piggott brings Scorpio to 
challenge on the outside of the two front runners. 
That famous high whip action of his gets Scorpio 
to quicken and the crowd Imrsts into a 
thimderous roar as the commentator calls “and 
its Lester Piggott on Scorpio who takes up the 
r unning ** ■ He surges into the lead and looks home 
and dry when the favourite Belle Epoque comes 
with a devastating late run from behind. It looks 
all over for Scorpio but then he never had Lester 
Piggott on his back before. He gets just that little 
bit extra out of Scorpio and that little bit is the 
short head that puts him in front at the finish 
Pesi Shroff, India’s top jockey says. ‘1 have never 
seen Scorpio gallop like this before He’s never 
done for me but my god, he galloped for Lester ” 

In the McDowell Indian Derby Piggott rides a 
filly named Speedbird. He’s taken a gamble in 
opting to ride her because she's raced just once in 
her life before It would be like a fairly tale if she 
won. “Speedbird simply didn’t get the trip*; said 
Lester and she finished well behind the winner. 

A httle later we are sitting together 
over a cup of tea looking at a scrap-book which 
had been built up smce 1952 by one of Piggott’s 
most ardent fans in India. It contains a wealth of 
information. He pours over it avidly. Every now 
and then his features softening mto a smile as the 
pdges bring back some of the sweetest memories 
that the Legend has been. The scrap book ends 
with Lester's retirement in 1985. He closes it with 
a sigh and then with a twinkle ir his eye looks at 
us and says,"! guess you will have to start a new 
one now!” • 
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THAT WINNIN 


On the delta of the Mae 
Nam Chao Praya n ver, 
hes the city of Krung 
Thep The old-world 
name tor Bangkok 
Here, taxi drivers smile 
like choir boys, drive 
hke speed demons, and 
cheat you out of force of 
habit Here, raw frogs 
legs and pleasure are 
sold on the same street 
comer, that is if you can 
get to it through the 
incessant maddening 
traffic. Here, rehgion 
thrives well amidst the 
chaos, monasteries rub 
shoulders with svelte 
apartment blocks, 
shopkeepers bow low in 
seduction and if you 
refuse to bargain they 
think you 're a fool 
Here, the heat at midday 
sucks your soul out with 
cruel slowness, it 
annoys, irntates, 
disonents And of 
everything that 
Bangkok offers, which 
IS limitless. It was the 
heat of all things that 
the Indian Davis Cup 
team had most of 
If they were not 
pleased, neither were 
the Thais, who found 
LeanderPaes’ 
aggression 'impolite', S 
Vasudevan's 
doggedness most 
confounding and a 5-0 
defeat insulting It was a 
tough weekend for a 
people who live on a 
delta that is sinking 


Cllftf 

Wgmm you ask 
WW the 
captain'>”,wa8 the tie s 
most mterestmg 
pre-match question It 
was asked rhetonaily. 


Tht aggro dWnt 90 
cknm too wall artih tfw 
Tlwia.. JMit tho raai^ 
WVfV fUM wilVi tncM 
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G FEELING! 



perhaps with a hint of 
sarcasm, by Akhtar Ali 
when questioned by a 
pressman on his son 
Zeeshan’s exclusion 
from the singles. So we 
asked captain Naresh 
Kumar, and he cited 
Ali’s lack of match play 
owing to a back injury, 
and he was right. Using 
debutant Paes with a 
shaky Ali would have 
been bad strategy... 
safety required a solid 
player and Srinivasan 
Vasudevan personified 
that. Zeeshan himself 
was visibly displeased at 
the decision, but Davis 
Cup demands teamwork 
and through the next 
two days Zeeshan 
demonstrated that truth 
is not lost on him. 

The Thais are 
reasonable players, no 
less, no more, and 
moreover one-pace 
players. Change the 
playing rhythm and 
they are lost for an 
answer. Leander Pass, 
however, was not 
required to do much 
more than keep the ball 
in play against Voraphol 
Thongkhamchu, a small 
smiling fellow who 
appeared more 
concerned with solving 
his identity problem, 

(for he is a strange 
mixture of player, 
policeman and student), 
than playing tennis. 

Paes won 6-3,6-1,6-4. 

In fact, the only 
excitement that match 
generated was the 

Narathom Srichapan, the 
MIchaal Chang loolcalliia, 
a word of advice 
from hla non-playing 
captain Paul Dale 


PHOTOORMHA SHfRISHNAOKARNI 




Non-playIng captain 
Naresh Kumar helps a 
withering Vasudevan 
through his gruelling 
five-setter against 
Narathom 


crowd’s vocal 
disapproval of Paes. 
That is, however vocad 
500 people can get. Paes 
is a demonstrative 
player, such is his style. 
It is a reflection of his 
intensity. 

He was grunting most 
undistinguishedly (does 
anybody grunt 
distinguishedly?), 
screamed v&moa 
(Spsuiish for 'come on’) 
afterawixiner, 
remonstrated with the 
referee over sudden 
foot-fkults and crucial 
line calls, stared his 
opponent down as is his 
manner, and was 
pumping arms and fists 







in celebration The 
Thai’s who are a 
remarkably 

undemonstrative lot did 
not quite know what to 
make of him, and the 
easiest alternative was 
to jeer ‘Impohte 
hollered a spectator, go 
home, fool’ encouraged 
another Double faults 
by him were cheered, 
but did it affect him’ 
C’mon, do teenage 
victorious debutants 
care’No way Jose 
Forat 17 Leander 
Paes contmues to 
demonstrate a match 
maturity that is much 
envied Despite 
weaknesses and a serve 
that needs remodelling 


PaM argues a line call. 
The all-consuming heat 
got to everyone 
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he wms by harnessing 
whatever mental and 
physical gifts he has He 
is a consumate 
performer And he 
just keeps winning 
Three wms m this tie 
Itself and the yoimgest 
team member at that He 


did not win his first 
singles in spectacular 
fashion, mdeed his 
match was boring Yet 
this IS exactly the lesson 
he must learn and he 
has Behnlliantwhen 
reqmred so by an 
opponent Otherwise 
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Team-spirit is what It’s all 
about... Vasudevan rubs 
down an exhausted Paes 
an equally tired All gets 
some of the same 
treatment 

settle for a climcal, qmet 
wm which takes the 
least out of you 
Efficiency and 
preciseness is what 
matters, flamboyance is 
merely exciting 
Flamboyance, of 
course, is a word that 
has been deleted from 
Snmvasan Vasudevan’s 
vocabulary and this 
rangy hulk speaks 
French, Tamil and 
English One of his 
teammates, anonymity 
guaranteed, said, “You 
play him, lose and then 
just wonder how he 
could have beaten you” 

It was a statement 
though, that can be 










reversed into a 
compliment 
Vasudevan, approaches 
the net with the 
trepidation oi a child 
going to the 
headmaster’s office and 
he 18 an ugly player for 
some, for barring a 
mighty serve he has no 
weapons But he is a 
Oavis Cup captain's 
delight He will slice 
backhand after 
backhand, topspin 
forehand after forehand 
till the cows come, go 
home, and come again , 
He may bore you, but he 
will exhaust you he 
may irritate you. but he 
will never give up He 
says, "I have more 


imleage than anybody | 
else” and he is not 
speaking of his 29 yeais 
but oi the miles he has 
run playing on clay 
courts (His first love) 

Like his 5 hour 20 
minute match against 
South Korea in Seoul 
last year Yet his 3 hours 
40 minutes agains* 
Narathorn Snchapan m 
Thailand was 
better- because he won, 
and because it was hard 
courts, a surface.that 
makes his footwork look > 
like a dancer in 
trouble.sinc e ht cannot 
slide And it was hot. 


deathly hot, enough for 
Vasudevan to need ice 
water wash downs and a 
chance to show off his 
entire range of l^acoste 
shirts -he changed five 
And, he was playing 
an opponent 11 years 
younger than lum, who 
was up 3-6, 7 6,64 and 
hitting forehands like 
Ijendl and volleys like 
Becker, till Vasudevan 
got led up. realising he 
was playing nothing 
else but a 18 year-old 
debutant called 
Narathorn 
Barring the tactical 
changes Vasudevan 




employed after the third 
set timeout—read lobs 
and tougher 
returns —his experience 
allowed him to pace 
himself through five 
sets, something 
Narathorn, a junior 
used to three sets, could 
not do When Vasudevan 
eventually did lus 
signature war dance on 
winning, a fresh chapter 
of courage in Indian 
Davis Cup history had 
been written in sweat 
His sweat 

He went back to the 
dressing loom 
c’ollaps^ next to 
LeanderPacs who, 
woken up from sleep, 
asked “What 
happened'^’ “1 won” 
gasped Vasudevan, and 
indeed so did Paes 






V Vasudevan exuKa—It was 
a victory that required 
much courage 


NARESH KUMAR 


Captain Courageous 



Captain Nareah Kumar (standing second from left) with his team 


EWERYONE knows 
ju/he IS quiet, 
controlled and wholly 
decent A graceful, 
civilised man Yet, 
that IS not a streak of 
grey in his hair, it is a 
streak of iron At 
62>years-old, Naresh 
Kumar has never 
demanded, but 
gradually earned, 
respect from tus 
team, not merely 
because of his firm 
authority, but for his 
growing tactical 
awareness and 
cerebral style of 
functionmg 
Harnessing a 
team’s strengths, 
deahng with their 
individual ego's, 
subtly assisting a 
player durmg 
matchplay, adjusting 
their focus, 
enhancing their 
'concentration. 


brmging the very 
best out ol them, are 
roles a captain must 
play, and Naresh 
Kumar appears to be 
more competent and 
more successful with 
every tie 

In 1989, when he 
took over as 
non-playing captain, 
two doubts surfaced 
One, his geniality, his 
softness, and the 
second, his possible 
Ignorance of 
modern-day players, 
attitudes and styles 
The first was buried 
quickly, for Kumai 
swiftly emphasised 
his ability to be 
tough The second 
doubt IB being 
suppressed a little 
slower, for despite 
Kumar’s tactical 
sense, he still appears 
slightly 

uncon^ortable with 


the explosive 
aggressive at tit ude 
that prevails in tennis 
today Hustling and 
gamesmanship was 
more subtle in his 
era theatrics and 
violent tempers 
almost unheard of 
Yet Kumar is an 
intelligent man and 
an adaptable one, and 
even though wd have 
lost two of the four 
ties he has been 
involved in. there is 
clear evidence that 
the team, his team, is 
growing not only as a 
competent unit but as 
well motivated 
individuals For that 
he is solely 
responsible 

He has been captain 
before, in the 1950s, 
when Ramanathan 
Kiishnan and him 
were a two-man Davis 


Cup team, and would, 
sit as advisors in the 
chair for each other’s 
matches 

In Thailand this 
month, he was always 
impressive If his 
inputs bore dividends 
and they did, it was 
his decision to play 
Vasudevan and Paes 
m the singles and 
leave out All, that was 
a masterpiece of 
selection No other 
combination would 
have worked as well, 
and that was 
vindicated by the 5-0 
scoreline 

It has been some 
time since we have 
had someone as 
committed to Indian 
tennis as him, and the 
sport can only gain 
fram that m the long 
run 

RohttBrlimth 









U p 2-0, the mood was 
buoyant enough to 
warrant the occasional 
bursts of eccentric 
conversation. 
Vasudevan, bedraggled 
and wiped out. tells 
Paes, “It’s in the bag, 
man" (He’s talking about 
the tie). Paes, distracted, 
counters, “What bag, 
Vasu”, looking towards 
his kitbag. The rcx)m 
explodes. 

The 2-0 situation also 
ignited the team into a 
raging collective unit, 
hell bent on victory. An 
American President 
once said, “If you tell 
someone to go to hell 
you better make sure 
you have the means to 
do so”. The Indians 
finally did have the 
means —in sport they 
call it teamwork 
Of the tie’s lasting 

The court which had an 
even bounce but an evil 
heat 



images, the most 
poignant came during 
the timeouts after the 
third set, Vasudevan 
lying almost comatose 
on the dressing room 
floor, head on Paes’ 
kitbag, shirt off, legs 
being massaged by Dr. 
Vece Paes, torso being 
bathed by Leander. 
Down two sets to one 
then, he said after 
winning, “God, that 


Vasudevan and Ismail 
watch television to relax 
at their hotel 

helped, my legs were so 
much lighter" (talk 
about the need for a 
physio, huh?). 

A day after.l he same 
scenario was re-enacted 
during the doubles. 
Vasudevan carried Paes’ 
kitbag to and fro the 
court, massaged his 
legs, while Asif Ismail 


took care of Ah. In the 
past five years, I have 
never witnessed such a 
scene in an Indian 
dressing room, and it is 
pleasing most definitely. 
Moreso. in a team that is 
stiU short on spectacular 
individual talent, the 
need to function as a 
cohesive unit becomes 
even more vital 
Ali and Paes who beat 
Thanakorn Srichapan 









OUT OF COURT 


4ber« is a Davis Cup axiom that says, matches 
are won in the dressing-room Read, tactics 
and more But m the past two years, little 
about Indian tennis has conformed with 
reality and reason, and although the Indians 
beat Thailand 5-0 the dressing-room scenario 
IS as stark as an example of how 
unprofessional Indian tennis can get 
Fifty yards from Center Court at the Hua 
Mark stadium was the Indian dressing-room, 
air cooled against the venomous Thai 
heat, and supposedly a haven for a visiting 
team It was never, as it transpired. supposed 
to be a piomc party spot 
Whether it was prior to a match, during 
timeout after the third set, or between 
matches, the room was buzaang with needless, - 
aimless chatter of Indian guests, officials, 
famihes, journalists and hangers on The fact 
that a captain was trying to instruct tactics to 
a tired player was irrelevant The fact that a 
player ta.y on the ground being bathed with ice 
water, didn’t hamper someone from munching 
lunch over him The fact that S Vasudevan. 10 
minutes before his ftve set match against 
Narathorn Snchapan, was wondering 
whether he should give up his seat to a female 
guest, instead of being allowed to concentrate 
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was Overlooked In this context Indian tennis is 
refusing to grow up, and if we stay rooted in 
the «onal rounds, don’t blame the players but 
the system 

The present Davis Cup team—-S Vasudevan, 
Zeeshan Ah, Leander Pass, Asif Ismail, Rolut 
Rajpal—is more young than old, more 
enthusiastic than brilliant, and is treated like a 
second class team perhaps because someone m 
authority believes they arc exactly that The 
lack of a circuit superstar or aggressive 
presence in the team has meant a denial of 
respect What is conveniently forgotten, is 
that for bettor or for worse they are our best 
team What is also forgotten is t hat players 
must have an opinion m matters tenxus, that if 
they represent the country they deserve the 
necessaiy back-up systems The Thai tie is 
just one case in point 

1) Why was the team selection as always, a 
joke First seven players weie selected, of 
which two were lator dropped, and eventually 
A third Now the team consisted of Vasudevan, 
Paes, Ah, Ismail Aweeklatei Rajpal was 
rc-drafted into the squad, and Ismail was 
demoted to No 5 An incredulous exercise 

2) Why choose a team hotel 45 minutes from 


and Wittaya Samrej 1 -f> 
7 6 6 2 6 4 raised their 
Davis Cup doubles 
record to 2 1 (win/Ioss) 
yet as a team did not 
unpi ess much Whether 
it IS refusal oi 
reluctance they do not 
play as a pair on the 
cii cult (they should*) 
and spemd too much 
time at Cup matches 
ti ying to tind a rhythm 
andhilance Simple 
things like balls down 
the imddh should be hit 
by Leander s topspin 
forehand and not Ah s 
bac khand trxik time to 


The Thai team (standing 
left to right) Thanakorn 
Srichapan, Narathorn 
Srichapan, Wittaya 
Samrej, Voraphol 
Thongkhamchu. 
(Kneeing) captain Paul 
Dale and assistant coach 


so 
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ismall and Paea aleep on the long ride to the court 


the bbiais. The players iopw ttoir ft«®hh0S8',% • 
the ride to the ocn.irt before ninateh, s«d latoc.'; v 
when exhausted get further tired in the ride 
back. The foeiMi is lost. 

3) In a rity famed for ite naaesa^, why did the 

team lack a physiothen^pista vital fisctor in' 
helping players unldnktheh bodies. ' ' - . 

4) In desperately hot weather, where . 

after-match recovery and during-roatoh Wafer , 
intake can make the difference in winning <»* . 
losing, why was there no doctor to adwiito.. ',' 

5 )Why are our Cup ties, and even the ' . ' 

Nationals, being held in places that players are ' 
not comfortable in. Bharuch, Digbol, 

Chandigarh and now, agaiimt Indonesia in 
March, Jaipur. When I questioned the ATTA 
secretary, R.K. Khanna over the communal 
situation in Jaipur he displayed astonishment - 
of either a problem or the possibility of 
one. 

Being successful in sport is no longer only / 
about what happens on a field or on a court. 

The edge comes from the unseen factore. The 
preparedness. The organisation. The 
back-ups. And Indian tennis needs more than 
just player talent to break free into the World 
Group. They need help. 

RohttBriJnaMi 


be sorted out Paes, 
superior at the net, 
should have dominated 
the match earlier than 
he did, but Ah s 
reluctance to be 
aggressive and their 
own lack of 
communication was 
perhaps a reason 

Once their momentum 
arrived, of course, they 
were marvellously fluid. 
Ali lobbed delightfully. 
Paes was thunderous at 
the net, and when they 
eventually won, it was 
difficult to tell who was 
more excited, them, 
Vasudevan, or indeed 
the various sets of 
parents that dotted the 
stadia. 

Away-from-home-ties 
are never easy business 

All’s lack of match 
sharpnaas lost him a 
singias spot 



but this team provided 
answers to every 
problem posed, and 
displayed a potential for 
growth as a Davis Cup 
team of some value, 
which must be 
recognised. 

Victories in the 
reverse singles meant a 
5-0 win in keeping with 
our past record against 
Thailand... .our score 
over six ties now stands 
at 30 matches played, 30 
matches won. After the 
tie was over, a lady 
walked up to Leander 
Paes and gushed. "1 love 
your dance", referring 
to his animated reaction 
to winning. Leander 
smiled and said 
something innocuous. 
Vasudevan nearby, just 
smiled. There just 
wasn’t enough time to 
explain to the lady about 
Davis Cup and winning.# 

— 
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Austin’s Dreams Don’t Die 


THE fire stall bums for as-year-old, 

I former teen q[ueen Traoy Auetm, too 
After her surpnaln^ but brief 1989 
comeback attempt was aborted by a car 
crash that seriously injured lier leg, It 
was hard to imagine Austm ever playing 
competitively again 
Since then Auatui, who captivated 
sports fans by winning the U S Open at 


age 16, has been writing hei 
autobiography, doing TV tennis 
commentai^ and decoratmg the house. 

But that's not all “I work out daily 
with a trainer, doing things like runmng 
and swimming,” she told Sports 
lUuatmted For Kida "I’m hitting the 
tennis ball around, and I haven’t given 
up dreaming of a pro career again ” 
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B jorn boro isn’t the only Open era 
superstar making a comeback in 
1991. Jimmy Connors, who lost the only 
three official matches he played last year 
and underwent successful wrist surgery 
in October, isn’t ready or willing to retire 

at a young 38. . 

On the contrary, indestructible Jimbo 
prtKJlaims; “My fire still burns. 1 love the 
game with a passion ” 

Connors insists he’s not returning to 
his 20th year on the pro tour for the 
money or to win his 110th title. He is 
motivated though by the nostalgic 


prospect of re-igniting tennis 
enthusiasm in the U.S. as kw did in the 
1970s. 

"Tennis is incredibly popular in 
Europe and Japan, but it’s propped off In 
the United States,” hb told |Uck Weinberg 
of Sport magazine. "The piMic needs 
someone to grkb on to, to take hold of 
them, like when me andXJohh) McEnroe 

were the beet—and playing liHb it. 

"Look at what happened at the U.S. 
Open. McEnroe made the Open. He made 
it what it was." 







The Spirit Of Sport 



F or those of you who have lost faith In 
the gentility of our great sport or the 
younger generation or even human 
nature, 1 present heartening news from 
the Orange Bowl International 
Championships in Miami Beach. Florida 
Under the hghts in nearly deserted 
Flamingo Park Hungary s Szabolcs 
Gelanyi and Peru s David 
Cardenas had tenaciously and skillfully 
battled to 2-all m the third set of their 
boys 18 first I ound match Then with a 
stroke of bad luck Gelanvibiokethe 
strings on his fourth and last racket 
After Gelanyi lutilely searc hed Lib bag 
for a good racket he tried to leave the 
court Chair umpiie Joyce Siegel wai ned 
him that ‘ It you leave you i e subject to 
default The r ules state that play must 
be continuous and 30 seconds ai e 
allowed between points 
Gelanyi then asked two playei s who 
were spectating if he c ould bor row a 
racket but neithei had one His coach 
knowing the pi o shop was closed said 1 


just want him to finish the match ** 
Siegel proceeded to give the ft-ustiated 
Gelanyi a warning—“code violation, 
delay of game" and added, "You must 
play ’* 

“Dontyouundei^tand I have no 
racket,” pleaded Gelanyi 
“You must understand it is the rule," 
msieted Siegel 

At that point Cardenas unzipped his 
bag and sportmgly gave the grateful 
Gelanyi his last racket 
“I wanted to win only by playmg not 
by a walkover," Cardenas told me 
through an interpreter “But the gmy 
started playing much better with my 
racket 1 thought why did I give it to him 
but I couldn t take it back then ” 

As fate would have it, the noble 
Cardenas finally prevailed 3-6 7-6 8-4 
Siegel a referee for 14 years, 
nominated Cardenas for the tournament 
sportsmanship award ‘It was one of the 
very best, if not the best displays of 
sportsmanship I’ve ever seen she noted 



People Are Talking 



J ACK KRAMER, on who really were the 
greatest players of all time. "Ellsworth 
Vines was the best Nobody ever seri/ed . 
better He had really a great forehsmd 
Who has the best forehand today‘s (Ivan) 
Lendl^ I think Elly’s forehohd would 
make Lendl’s become average (Don) 
Budge and Vines were the best two 
play€frs of their day and I don’t think I’ve 


H ANA MANDLIKOVA. who retired 
from singles competition last June, 
predicting today a young stars will have 
much shortet careers than her 
generation ‘The girls are hitting the ball 
a lot hsu'der and the level has improved 
so much, which makes it very di^cult to 
stay on top these days There is no much 
money and you get spoilt I have nevei 
played for money I played because 1 love 
the game and for the titles The game has 
changed so much It’s Inghtemng how 
well the young kids are hitting the ball I 
don't tbink you will see much more of my 
style Now, who hits the ball harder 
wins There is no beauty anymore " 


seen anyone who could beat them 
Gonzales, Laver. Rosewall, Hoad, Borg, 
Connors, McEnroe, Lendl, Becker, 
Bdberg Ithink Vines—and 
Budge—would have cleaned up on 
anybody Just take it from me, if Elly 
Vinw and his game were playmg this 
circuit, he would win more money than 
anybody else ” 
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HE All India 
Tennis 
Abscx/iatiou 
(AITA) should 
I use it.> imag'ination 
boloi < • bidding for a ny 
international junior 
world ranking 
toui nameiit in future 
The tirade V ITF world 
junior ranking tourney 
held at Jaipur managed 
1 o attract j ust one 
foreign entry 
A Grade V world 
ranking tournament 
offers low ITf’ points 
and thus does not attract 
the best of junior talent 
One wondered if 


liCander Paes would 
have played here, had he 
not gone to Bangkok to 
play the Davis Cup tie, 
bec-ausG this tournament 
offered just 30 ITF 
points to the singles 
winner 

“The AITA should 
ensure what grade of 
tournament it is bidding 
for Countries like Sri 
Lanka, Phillipines, 
Thailand and South 
Korea hold higher 
grade tournaments and 
they attract good 
entries Gcxid class of 
fiverseas participation 
provide good contests 
and experience for our 
youngsters Although 
we had confirmed 
entries from 
Poland and Malaysia, 
the Gulf war came as an 
obstacle and there wei-e 
last minute 
withdrawals” said Mr 
Dilip Shivpuri, the 
tournament director of 
the Jaipur tournament 
The rift between the 
AITA and BAT 
(Brittania Amritraj 
Tennis) also surfaced 
during this tournament 
and the BAT 



Rohit Reddy showed fine tactical sense to win the boy’s title 


ITF JUNIOR TOURNAMENT, JAIPUR 



India hosts an international 
tournament but manages a 
single foreign entry 


management after 
having confirmed their 
entries a month in 
advance, decided to stay 
away and instead sent a 
team to Colombo where a 
Grade IV ITF 
tournament was played 
“ How could any national 


or international 
tournament do well 
when this is the attitude 
of the players" said Mr 
Surendi a Golecha, 
president of Bajasthan 
Tennis Association in a 
complaining tone 
Bombay s Vinod 
Ramachandran. who 
has an impressive ITF 
ranking of 164 also 
pulled out and the 
organisers were left 
with entertaining a 
German, Thomas 
Stephan Winkler, whose 
ITF ranking stood at 
347 While the boys 
event reqiured a 
qualifying round with 
good number of entrira 
from neighbouring 




states, the g^irl's events 
required no qualifying 
round. 

Rohit Reddy, who was 
given top billing proved 
hie worth as he went on 
to clinch the title which 
earned him 30ITF 
points. Reddy ended the 
giant-killing spree of 
Nitin Kirtane in the 
final with an easy 
straight set victory. 

Divya Memhant, the 
tiny Bombay girl, who 
was seeded fourth, 
demolished Sulaxmi 
Jadhav of Pune, the 
conqueror of the 
top-seed and national 
champion Anuradha 
Reddy, in the final. 

The tall and athletic 


built Winkler impressed 
with his booming serves 
in the preliminary 
rounds. The German 
made his maiden 
appearance on grass and 
was forced to adjust his 
game accordingly. He 
harassed Delhi’s 
Ankush Parashar with 
his booming serves and 
powerful volleys in the 
first round, but T.S. 
Sathyanarayanan gave 
him a fright in the next 
round. But, it was Nitin 
Kirtane. who toppled the 
second seed German 6-0, 
6-2 in only 45 minutes 
ill the quarter-finals. 
Thus the German, who 
came with big hopes 
could 1 ‘eturn with just 


five ITF points. 

Winkler's forte was 
his powerful service and 
once that was broken it 
became easy to dominate 
him, Kirtane just did 
that. 

Rohit Reddy, who is a 
baseline specialist put 
out Anand Sukumar 
with an excellent serve 
and volley game to 
storm into the 
semi-finals. Nirupama 
Vaidyanathan, the 
seventh seed created an 
upset when she downed 
Janaki Krishnamurthy, 
the second seed in the 
quarter-finals. But, 
Nirupama’s journey 
ended in the semi-finals 
when an inconsistent 


Divya beat her 7-e(7-4). 
6-7 (3-7), 6-1 in a 115 
minute epic battle. 

Yet, it was Sulaxmi 
Jadhav of Pune, who set 
the Jai Club courts on 
fire in the second 
semi-finals upsetting 
top-seed Aradhana 
Reddy who after a 
hard-fought victory over 
talented Sahiba Chaddah 
in the quarter-finals 
succumbed to pressure 
against Sulaxmi, 

The penultimate day 
saw one more head roll 
as eighth seed Nitin 
toppled fourth seed 
Sandeep Kirtane 6-3, 

4-6, 6-3, The powerful 
left-hander served well 
and with his swift 
movements on the court 
outplayed his cousin. 


Divya Merchant .patient as aiways upset the seeding during the 
_ tournament 



However, the finals 
were an abject surrender 
in both boy’s and the 
girl’s singles 

Nitin. who suffered 
stomach cramps during 
his semi-finals against 
Sandeep was not in his 
best form in the final. 
Deh.vdrated, he hardly 
posed any challenge to 
Reddy, who served and 
volleyed fluently to 
clinch the title in 55 
minutes. 

Reddy won another 20 
ITF points after 
chnching the doubles 
title. Paired with 
Mahesh Bhoopathy, he 
registered a comfoitable 
6-2, 7-5 victory against 
the Kirtane duo of 
Sandeep and Nitin. 

In the girls final, an 
erratic Sulaxmi 
committed too many 
errors against the tiny 
Divya in the final. 

Jadhav s 
usually effective 
backhand returns let 
her down. Divya served 
with patience and 
precision and waited for 
her chance which helped 
her win the crown. 

P.B. Chandra 

PtiOTOOHArHS KAMAI JULKA S7 




C OMING to the end 
of this kata, go into 

a left 

kokutsu-dachi 
while performing a 
mawashi-uki with the 
left hand. Then, 
stepping forward witli 
the right leg placed at a 
45° angle, perform 
another mawashi-uki 
with the right hand. 
Now. swivel around 135° 
going into right 
kokutsu dactii and 


Go Into left kokutsiKiaclil, performli^ left 
mawMhl'Uki 


KARATE 


THE POWER OF THE EMPTY HAND 


performing a 
mawasni-uki with the 
right hand. Then step 
forward with the left leg 
(remember the 45° angle 
twist of the leg) and 
perform another left 
hand After all this, go 
into mokso and then 
finish of in yoi. 

By Shlvaji Ganguly 
Kyokuahinkaikan karate 

PHOTOGRAPHS RAMAN BHALLA 


Step tonward Into right kokuteiKiachl, porforming 
right mawashhukl 
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THE FALDO FORMULA 


FROM TIE TO GREEN 


The Ball Position 


Itiscuarlt important to pomtion the 

BALL WfTHIN THE STANCE AT THE POINT/ 
WHERE THE CLUBFACE WILL BE / 
TRAVEL! (Nil SCOARE TO THE / ' I 
TflROET ONE . / 


w 


The more lofted 
theclob.the 

FURTHER BACK 
TOWARDS THE 
RIGHT FOOT THE 
BALL SHOULD 
BE THIS IS 
BCCAOSe THE 
NINE IRON WITH 
THE SHORTER 
SHAFT IS SWUNU 
ON A STEEPER ARC 
THAN SAY A THREE 
iron. 


Line up Straight 


Waggle the Club 


Obviously it is difficult to hit good^ots if ywr 

INITIAL AIM IS POOR. TO ALiGN YOURSELF SQUARE TO THE 
TARGET PICK A POINT A FEW FEET AHEAD OF THE BALL 
ON YOUR CHOSEN UNE AND AIM AT THAT RATHER TMAH 
THE DISTANT FLAG. 


Jack nickiaus always 

DOES THIS AND I CANNOT 
THINK OF A BETTTR 
RECOMMENDATION. 


Staying loose by 

WAGGLING THE CLUB 
SHOULD BE PART or 
YOUR PRC-SHOT 
ROUTINE IT IS 
exTREMELY PIFFICUH, 
TO BEGIN YOUR 
SWING SMOOTHlfc^ 
FROMASTATlfa^ 
RDSiriON^;^, . . 








Hr OWN WAGGLE 
IS A REHEARSAL 
OF MY TAKEAWAY, 
B(R^ WHAT YOU DO 
IS LESS IMPORTANT 
THAN ACTUAUV 
CXHNO SOMETHING. 
FIND OUT WHAT 
SUITS TOO BEST 
AND DOIT 












ALL IN THE GAME 


Soccer Violence 


The Neopolitan Way 


L ife zips along* at 
fuUoUp.Sodo 
the hilarious 
moments in sport. 
Like, for instance, the 
incident that took 
place in the Italian 
football leagrue. 

A second division 
match between 
Pietraclina and Sant’ 
Angelo Cupolo was in 
progress near 
Naples.. .venue of the 
most violent 
happenings that take 
plaM in Italian 
socoer. Sant’ Angelo 
were leading 2-0 with 
15 minutes left for 
the final whistle 
when the referee sent 
off one of the 
Pietraclina players. 
So incensed was this 
tinfortiinate 


individual by this 
incident that he 
attacked the 
guardian of the 
game. The referee 
fled, hotly pursued by 
the furious player. 
Their path taking 
them out of the 
stadium. 






Thma...disaster. 

The player, in his 
blind rage, ran 
straight into a 
motorbike. The total 
damage being a badly 
injured arm, an 
equally hurt leg and a 
statin hospital. 

Just goes to prove 
that referees are 
God’s chosen men. 
They get away with 
anything... well, 
almost. 







the general feeling, 
but in this day and 
age it is okay to have 
any Arab name, bar 
one...Hussein! 

The complaints 
came in fast and 
furious when, a high 
school wrestler 
paraded about in a 
tracksuit with 
‘Hussein’ written on 
it. "She didn’t think it 
was appropriate.’* 
said a spokesman for 
the Detxiot Times, who 
was quoting a parent, 
“Well, that's the kid's 
name," he argued. 

So, what’s in a 
name? 

With a name like 
Hussein in 
trouble-tom times 
like this, plenty. Even 
in Hie relatively 
peaceful world 


World Cup 
In India! 


Maybe, Maybe 
" Not 

T his might mean 
taking a slight 
deviation from 
the concept of 
patriotism but one 
cannot help but smirk 
at the thought of 
India bidding to host 
the 1998 World Cup 
socoer finals. The 
thought itself is 
taboo. 

Eight countries. 
Including India, have 
declared an interest 
in hosting the 1998 
World Cup soccer 
tournament. India 
has even submitted 
an application Need 
we remind the 
applicants that 
though an event of 
such magnitude may 
floor us fellow 
countrymen, they 
must nevertheless 
exercise some 
caution. 

True, the people of 
the country have a 
better knowledge of 
the game than, say. 
the Americans. But 
unlike the 
Americans, we lack 
the infrastructure as 
well as a talented 
soccer side. The 
Yanks even played in 
the last World Cup! i 
We, on the other 
hand, are not talented 
enough to take part 
in Asian level 
competiticms. 
Wouldn’t a move like 
this be bordering on 
hypocrisy? Or ie thla 
the only way to eee 
Indik in World Cup 
soccer competition? 















Risky Biisinessa 

F IFA’s experiment to ask the 
USA to host the next World Cup 
does not make sense The USA is a 
country that d(x*8 not understand 
the game of football Spectators 
there do not understand the game 
at all It IS like holding a World 
Series Cricket in China or the 
Soviet Union Reasons like 
promotion of the game hold good 
only in a country where the people 
at least appreciate the game 
When the whole woild put aside 
eve"ything foi Italia ’90 only 9 'r 
of the f JS watched the 
proceedings, despite being 
represented in the tournami nt 
Soccer needs sp«‘ctators who can 
identiiy thcm-scdves with the 
game It needs s{xh tators who get 
involved in the game This cannot 
for sure be cxpt'c ted from the 
Americans If only FIFA c ould 
still do something 
S SUHESII. 

I Maxi arm 

Suiprising 

I T was surprising to read the 
CKivei' story on John Mr F ni oe 
Though it was gcxxl reading it 
does not merit sm h (‘overage as 
there are u{X‘ominp, promising 
and more illu.strioua plavei s w ho 
deserve some coverage These 
players also {xissess the charisma 
though 1 hey may not be super- 
brats 

AUTA MISIIRA 
Cuttaxsk 


writer was quoted as saying that, 
“Anand now aims to break into the 
top 10 in the world and then 
five ” 

The magazine Desh , an 
esteemed Bengali weekly that is 
also a part of the Auanda Bazar 
Patnka group had published an 
article by V Anand himself, 
wherein Anand claimed to be the 
seventh ranked player in the 
world showing supporting 
statistics released by Elo It shows 
that Robin Chatterjee was caught 
napping being unable to furnish 
details while restricting his views 
as if Anand would still be vying to 
break into ihe top 10 

B ROY 
Bombay 

Robin Cbatteiiee repUas: tmmmmm 

Till the time uur issue 
fSfXjrLsworld 26Dec—3 Jan) wenf 
to press Anand had still not 
managed to break into the top 10 
in the chess world Till the time ho 
met GM Alexey Dreev for the 
Candidates match Anand was 
ranked 14 and he reconfirmed 
this iHi t when our correspondent i 
met him at Madras during the ( 
mute h 1 stand by my facts , 

I 

CongratulationsIi^BaiMBHB 

H FARTY congratulations to 

Dibyendu Barua on his ' 


becoming the second GM in India 


after V Anand He has done the 


wot Id of sport proud by rising to 


the pinnacle of success by his 
endeavour and never-say-die 
attitude Had he got the right 
environment and the 
remuneration from the start, he 
would have got to the top much 
earlier We wish him all the best 
BIJANBANDYOFADHYA Y. 
Calcutta 

Give him a break 

W ITH Mr Scindia as the BCCI 
president, team selections 
should be done on the basis of 
merit as he had said before he got 
elected If that is the criteria, then 
Saurav Ganguly should dt-finitely 
be in the Indian team He can give 
some much needed variety to the 
batting line-up and if his recent 
performances are any indications, 
then he is sure to go tar Sachin, 
Sanjay and Sauiav are the guys to 
watch out for in Indian cricket 
PRABAL GUIIA, 

Assam 

Purposeful ■■■■■■■■■■■■ 

T he victory chase by England in 
the third and, particularly, the 
fourth Test was amazing There 
was the glimmer of hope initially, 
but it was not surprising that the 
.senes ended the way it did (Jnly 
Gooch batted with pui pose and 
exhibited the necessary di ivf- but 
it was sad that he could not bring 
about a victory foi the English 


team 


BS VISWANATH. 


Bangalore 


Dibyendu Barua: an example of exemplary endeavour 




















Ifjnd tht•f5t^ kind of events. People 
out here are so sports-crazy that 
no opportunity, either to 
participate or watch sport, is 
missed The recently concluded 
fourth MHF Inter-club 
Championships was just another 
case in point. 

Over the last three years, the 
enthusiasm for this multi sport 
meet between the different sixiial 
clubs of the city failed to gather as 
much momentum as the 
Inter-club carnival held at the 
Saturday Club every summer. But 
this year the MRF meet organisea 
by the Calcutta Cricket and 
Football Club was different There 
were all indications that these 
championships have come of age 
The organisation was far more 
sleek and the general enthusiasm 
towards the entire meet was very 
encouraging sight. 

After a week of active sports 
which saw as many as 600 
participants from some 16 clubs 
participating, the Club 
Championship was won by the 
Saturday Club for the third year 
in a row. Second was the host club 
CC&FC, followed by Dalhousie 
Institute. 

The disciplines included double 
wicket cricket, five-a-side hockey, 
golf, tennis, badminton, rowing, 
snfxjker, darts and bridge. Some 
very exciting matches were 
witnessed particularly in the 
hockey final where Rangers Club 
eventually prevailed over 
Dalhousie Institute and in the 
cricket which saw the CC&FC pair 
of Navondu Mathur and Ajay 
Bathod beat the Saturday Club 
team of Naresh Ojha and Joydeep 
Mukherjeti 
A Correspondent 


MANGALORE 


Vaistty Basketball 


K A VERY Women’s College, 
Virajpet beat arch rivals 
Cauvery College, Gonikoppal 
35-18 lathe final of the 


Chief Guest, Mansur All Khan Pataudi with the members of 
Shivaji house of Modern School. They won the ‘best house 
award’ on their annual sports day. 


Mangalore University 
inter-collegiate women’s 
basketball tournament held here 
recently 

Ani la C (9) and Kavitha B ,’M 
(10) were the top scorers for the 
winning team, while Vimala 
Ganapathi (8) played well for the 
i-unners up 

Michaol R. Pstrao 


BlrmirfMniWHg 
__ Contest_ 

G IRNAR is the holiest —as well 
as the most famous—of all 
Gujarat’s mountains. For tourists 
as well as pilgrims, there is 
nothing more exciting than 
climbing Girnar. Therefore, the 
scene was one of vigorous 
physical exercise as 
mountaineers—aged between 18 
and 30—■enthusiastically' 
participated in the nonpareil 
Girnar ascending and descending 
contest held in early February. 

The contest, sponsored by State 
Bank of Saurashtra and managed 
by Junagadh's Bahauddin Arts & 
Science College, started exactly at 
7 a.m. The first batch of fourteen 
ran 77 metres from the starting 


line to I'each the mountaip steps 
for the climb and at an interval of 
five minutes 5 such teams 
followed 

Hundreds of people thronged all 
through the route of 6500 steps) 
or 3666 feet high from the sea 
level, if you like) which cuts the I 
distance to Ambaji one of the top I 
peaks of Girnar—by over two 
miles Their constant cheers and 
encouragement spurring the 
sportsmen on. To help the 
climbers, several wireless sets and 
medical camps were set up 
throughout the route. 

By completing the feat in 1 
hour, 7 minutes and 13 seconds, 
26-y0ar-old Atul Joshi pocketed 
the first prize. Unfortunately, the 
ITl student and winner of Nehru 
and Gandhi awards in athletics 
could not surpass the record 
created by Devsi Ambalia, who 
ckxjked 56 minutes and 29 
seconds way back in 1979. 

Naran Chavda clocked 67 
minutes and 38 seconds and won 
the second prize. He was followed 
by Sajan Dangar, who caune down 
one minute and fourteen seconds 
behind. The others were also 
given consolation prizes. While 
one sustained a slight injury in a 
fall, three retired in the middle of 
the expedition itself. 

Harmh Pandya 













Ftotbaflibsirieniy 


A ssam has a new fcutbail 
academy. Located at the 
Monabarie Tea Estate and 
sponsored by Macneil and Magor, 
one of the largest tea-holding 
companies in the area, the 
academy is called the Macneil and 
Magor Football Academy. And it 
was inaugurated on Feb.3 by 
Bhaskar Barua. the additional 
chief secretary of the State. 










The Macneil I and Magor football 
academy in Assam 

Shyam Thapa, the noted former 
football player from Calcutta and 
the coach of Bengal, has been 
hired as the chief coach of the 
Academy. He will be guiding, 
to start off with, only the boys 
from amongst the staff and labour 
or their children employed by the 
52 tea estates in and around 
Assam. Darjeeling and the Dooars. 
Benoy Sen 


ilatlaial Wamen’s 

' adtgy 

G leaming Marutis stacked up 
in hunky multi-tiered 
trailer-trucks, mustard fields in 
their yellow blooming best, and 
opulent red-brick farmhouses 
greeted the 23 teams that 
gathered in Gurgaon. Haryana, 
for the 44th National Women’s 
Hockey Championship. 


The jubilant Railway team: 
winners of the national women's 
hockey championships 

The eight-day tourney saw the 
defending champions Railways 
finish head-and-shoulders above 
all others to extend their lease on 
the Lady Hatan Tata Cup for the 
12th consecutive yeai’. 

Star-spangled ^ilways. 
fielding eight internationals, 
began their campaign with an 
emphatic 10 O win over 
Vidharbha, ace centre-f orward 
Madhu Yadav pumping in eight 
goals, including a double 
hat-trii k The champions then ran 
into problems, being held to a 1-1 
draw by a tough Combined 
Universities squad Railways 
notched up the quarter-final berth 
only by the skin of their teeth, 
beating the university girls on a 
better goal-difference 

Railways then pipped doughty 
Bihai 1 - 0 , setting up a semi-final 
clash against Bombay Madhu 
Yadav again starred in her side's 
convincing 4-1 win, with a 
sparkling hat-trick within the 
first 18 minutes of the matc h. 

The final saw Railways and their 
challengers. Air India, matched at 
1-1 at half time, thanks to goals 
from outside-left Anita and Aur 
India inside-right Jamuna 
Behappa. However, the second 
session found the aggressive 
Railways forward line totally 
decimati ng the rival defence, 
which conceded the ma'-chwinner 
to inside-right Angela D’sa. 

The Railway’s trump card 
Madhu Yadav topped the scorer's 
scroll, with a dozen goals to her 


credit, including three hat-tneks. 

The third place in the , 

championship went to Bombay, 
who outplayed Pepsu 3-0 in the 
play-off between the losing 
semi-finalists 

Two young squads that 
impressed during the tournament 
were those of the Combined 
Universities and the hosts. 

Haryana Universities displayed 
superb fighting qualities in their 
1 • 1 draw against Railways Their 
goalkeeper B.N. Hemalathaand • 
defender Sandeep Kaur kept the 
marauding Railways forward-line 
at bay for most part of the match, 
deny I ng them space to 
manoeuvre Hemlatha was later 
adjudged the best goalkeeper of 
the tournament 

Among the highlights of the 
tournament were the decision by 
the Indian Women’s Hoc-key 
Federation to liave an all female 
cast of umpires for the first time 
Another refreshing change was 
the accent on greater benefits and 
comforts to the players 
themselves The members of the 
winning Railways side carried 
home a l efngerator each, while 
each member of the runner-up Air 
India squad was presented with a 
geyser. 

Ijast.but certainly not the least 
was the encouraging presence of a 
large number of spectators, who 
thronged the Nehru Stadium to 
witness the matches a world of 
difference from the di-eary 
emptiness of the concrete stands 
in Delhi’s giant stadia. 

A Correspondent 
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P UNJAB eves dc^minated the 
15th national women’s festival 
claiming t he; overall team 
championship by collecting 33 
points Andhra Pradesh and 
Bengal followed the leaders with 
21 and 17 points respectively. 

1'he festival was a big boost to 
Karnataka’s Ixirraine Verghese 
who set two new meet records and 
carried homo three gold medals in 
the swimming events Having 
missed the nationals at Bombay 
last year, Lorraine came back with 
a bang in the 200 metres freestyle 
clocking 2 minutes 24.22 secs to 
set a new meet mark. Her 
compatriot Meghana Narayana 
picked up silver Lorraine’s 
second gold came in the 100 
metres backstroke when she 
timed 1 min 17.25 secs 
The Kaimataka lass once again 
plunged into the p<x)l to set 
another record in the 200 metres 
individuai medley clocking 


2.44.47 secs. Farnaz Engineer 
also from Karnataka took the 
second spot, while UrmilaChetri 
of Bengal got the third place with 
a time of 2.55.63 secs. 

Another girl who showed her 
prowess in the meet was 
Amandeep Kaur of Punjab She 
bagged a golden double by firstly 
throwing the shot put to a 
distance of 13.21 metres. Earlier, 
the stocky Amandeep despatched 
the discus to 41.29 mtrs to pocket 
a gold. Chaya Karandikar of 
Madhya Pradesh (37.20 mtrs) and 
Rajwinder Kaur of Punjab (36.96 
mtrs) stexxi second and third 
Alphonso Ryan of Tamil Nadu 
emerged as the third force to bag a 
couple of gold medals on the track 
on the second-day of the meet The 
upcoming girl set new records in 
400 & 800 metres. In the 800m 
she led the bunch right from the 
start to claim the first gold with a 
timeof2 13.8 secs, thus erasing 
the old mark set by Hamida Banu 
in 1981. Suresh Bala (Delhi) and 
Mandeep Kaur (Punjab) romped 

Lorraine Verghese collecting the 
trophy for swimming in the 
National Women's festival 


home with a silver and bronze 
respectively. 

Alphonso Ryan added one 
more gold to her kitt.y in the 400 
mtrs outclassing Inderjit Kaur 
and Mandeep Kaur, both of 
Punjab in 57.5 secs. 

A fourth force in the form of 
Suresh Bala came to the fore when 
she bagged a grand double in the 
3000 and 1500 mtrs. 

National high jump record 
holder Angela Lincy soared to a 
height of 1.67 mtrs to win the 
gold. But she failed in her attempt 
to set a new mark at 1 72 mtrs. 
Pushpa Ekka (Bihar) won a gold 
in the javelin throw event by 
hurling the spear to 43 10 mtrs. 
Sushma Behera of Orissa (39.96) 
andB A Bhagirathi, Karnataka 
claimed the bronze. 

In the other team events. Tamil 
Nadu with 80 points Uxik the 
championship in athletics, while 
Bengal with 1238.55 points 
earned the trophy in gymnastics 
The tennis title went Andhra 
Pradesh's way when they beat 
Chandigarh 2-1 The host’s also 
claimed the badminton crown. 

A Correspondent 







S HE IS a pi-ecocious She has 

an intellectual's penchant for 
the most brainy of all games At 
11, Zeal Mehta, a student of 
Ahmedabad’s Sharda Mandir, has 
virtually conquered everjrthing m 
sight so far as women’s chess in 
Gujarat is concerned Zeal lived up 
to her name on the board in the 
recently-concluded Gujarat State 
"Women’s Chess Championship, 
organised by the Gujarat Chess 
Association, at the Gujarat club 
Winning all of her four matches 
and securing a great number of 
points in the process 2feal won the 
women’s title She also pocketed 
the sub-junior girls’ and the 
junior girls' titles It was one hell 
of a pel formance from one so 
tender in age, considering there 
were many seasoned 
campaigners in the fray 

Besides Zeal, the other lasses to 
impress wore Yesha Mehta Gopi 
Shah and Usha Shah 
Haresh Pandya 


BANGALORE 


SBHTraidqr 


S TATE Bank of India (SBI) made 
a hattnck by retaining the SBM 
trophy beating arch rivals 
Syndicate Bank by 19 runs in the 
3rd State Bank of Mysore 
invitational cricket tournament 
held here recently under the 
auspices of the KarnatakaState 
Cricket Association 

SBI made 199 runs for 9 wickets 
in 42 overs The runs mcluded a 
107-run partnership of Arjun 
Raja (44) and B Raghunath (54), 
besides 42 runs from skipper 
Roger Binny Syndicate Bank 
scoited 180 runs for 7 wickets in 
42 overs, with Rajesh Kamath 
scorujig 53 and Sudhakar Rao 
(31)^ 

Earlier in the semi-ftnals of this 
24-team meet. Syndicate Bank 
beat Indian Telephone Industries 
by 6 wickets and SBI beat Csntral 
Excise by 23 runs 

Ralph F.Pvtrao 
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State Bank of India, receiving 
the SBM Trophy from Mrs. S. 
Rameah, wife of the State 
Minister for Sports 
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Baa^ 6(dd Detlqr 


* STAR Reboj n' Star Contender 
jradubbed suspect over a staying 
( trip after being humiliated by 
I Captain Eo m the South Indian 
I Derby in ear ly Januai*y redeemed 
I himsrll wit h a stunning display of 
I stamina and turn of loot to lift the 
prestigious 2400 metre Bagpiper 
Gold 1991 BangaloreDerby, the 
I blue riband of the season run last 
month Star Contend'^r easily had 
I the measure of Delage, clocking a 
smart time of 2 mm 32 8 secs 

The fast pai-e till the final bend 
I proved to be of no consequence, os 
[ the race actually began only after 
I heads turned for homo Though 
' ten had faced the starter, it was 
I virtually a two-horse affair 
I between Star Contender and 
I Delage The rest were outclassed 

Vasant Shinde, just three short 
I ofacentury of classic winner's, 

I desperately tried a one-two and 
smoot hly drove Delage to the 
front passing the 400 But he had 
no answer to the onslaught of Star 
t ontender who was put in to top 
gear by a cool and confident Robin 
Corner The outcome was clear 
and Shinde though driving out 
strongly failed to contain a 
challenger who was i unning well 
within himself 

In fact, had Corner not been in 
dangei of being hampered by the 
riderless Alberetto who dislodged 
hifa rider Mallesh Narredu passing 
the 20(XJ while he was making his 
I'hallenge in the middle the 
length and a quarter verdict 
would surely have lieen much 
bigger 

1'he sizzling display of Star 
Contender not only did his owner 
DrM AM Hdinaswamy DrCS 
Fooiiawalla and Z S Poonawalla 
proud, but ho also dispelled and 
cast aside all doubts regarding his 
staying abilities 

The rejuvenated form of Star 
Contendei siieaks volumes of the 
capabilities of his schooler Jim 
Foley who brought him back into 
winning form after his Guindy 
debacle 

Wamar WilHama 
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Star Contender with Robin Cor¬ 
ner in the saddie in the winner’s 
box fianked by (Right to Left): 
Jim Foiey, Dr M.A. M. Ramas- 
wamy (joint owner) Mr Z.S. 
Poonawalia and Mrs Behroze 
Poonawalia (Joint owner) after 
the Bagpiper Gold Derby race. 


BANGALORE 


PuUie Sector bastot- 
baU 


O NGC I'tehra Dun defeated an 
equally competent host team, 
Indian Telephone Industries (ITI) 
Sports Club, 66-44 in the final of 
the All India Public Sector 
basketball tournament held here 
recently 

Ashokan (lO'i, Ajit Pal > 131 and 
Kush winder (10) were the main 
scorers for ONGC, while 
Vasudevan (15) and Ramanathan 
(12) played well for ITI 

Earlier in the semi-finals ONGC 
edged out a fighting Neyveh 
Lignite Corporation 58-54, while 
TTl trounced Bharat Electronics 
Ltd 67 36 

Ralph F. PBtro 


MADRAS 


nuons I^ Itoidqr 


S ANTHOME Higher Secondary 
School were the best of 75 
schcxil teams when they finished 
on top in the popular annual 
Thumps Up VincKi Mankad inter 
school competition conducted in 
the city last month 
Sant home has so far won the 
tournament seven times in eight 
years, the last six in succession 
This year, in addition to the 
Trophy, Sant home also won Rs 
10,CK)0 prize money awarded by 
the sponsors Chennai Bottling 
Company 

Runners up. St Michaels 
Matriculation HSS took Rs 7500 
The third prize of Rs 5000 went to 
RKM (Main) HSS while PS Higher 
Sec-ondary school finished fourth 
and won Rs 2500 
This year, the tournament was 
conducted on a knock out cum 
round ^obin basis Up to the 
quarter finals, the tournament 
was conducted on a knock out 
basis From the seim-final. the 
c'ompetition was conducted on a 
round robin with the team 
finishing on top being declared 
the wmner 


66 














emei ged the champion m the l4th 
G V Raja Memoi lal All Kerala 
Tennifc Tournament 

In the men s finals plaved at the 
Trivandr um Tennis Club K 
Sankar beat A Ajayakumar 6 2 
6 7 6 3 mastiff bat tie Eailierin 
the semis Sankai blanked out 
Anil Mathew 6 16 2 and 
Ajayakumar defeated 
Vijayakumai 6 1 fa 3 

Aiathi Sasidhai an continued 
her supremacy in the women s 
section defeating (’ Indu fa 1 6 4 
m the tinals 

Sankai also won the doubles 
title when he defeated the 
A)ayakumar Ramcsh 
combination fa 2 fa l in 
Pai tnet ship wit h K 
Vi)ayakumai 

In the junioi boys finals 
Hemaiith Santhosh rallied to beat 
Jaykumar 3 6 6 1 6 0 While 
Hemanth went down toBinumani 
6 7 6 0 6 4 in the boys (U 10) 
finals 

SajMv Kumar T. K. 
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.UmcaOpm Chess 


V ETERAN International 

Master Arun Bhasker Vaidya 
of Maharashtra annexed the 
coveted Limca Trophy with 9 
pomts out of a possible 10 
conceding just two draws to IM 

international Master A. B. Vaidya 
rscalving the Limca Open chess 
trophy from Mr. J. Seshagiri, 

MD, Hyderabad Bottling 
Company 


San Thome Higher Secondary 
School were the winners of the 
Thums Up Inter-school cricket 
tournament 

Ravi Sokliar and V B Adhikari 
(Mahal) 

1 ht- second place went to IM 
Raja Ravi Sekliai who scored 
8 10 losing only to M B 
Murahdharan (TN) who finished 


third with 7 5 points 
The local star and for mer 
National Junior Champion PDS 
Ginnath who lost to Vaidya in the 
final 1 ound got tom th plac o on 
the tie breaker with 7 5 points 
In a colourful function Mi J 
Se&hagiri Rao MD Hyd Bottling 
Co gave away the c«»sh awards 

N. GhaHb 

















SPORTS HALL OF SHAME 
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PKO RmBPiU- QOMZVERSACK JtM M^MAH 0»4 
PRD\/»DED SOME 0WPIAV4NEP 0ATV«DOM MUMOR 
WMEVA WEVJASCA06>MTVJ\TH ^5 PANTS VOjM 
OOWNC? A 1989<SEtEBP(TV 60UF TtXJRNAAAEKlT 
FAPrnO'PAKTS WORE UVE MVtRDPWONES 
AT THE PRO- CELEBRVTV S WKiS 6AME >N SUB- 
URfiAM ^;H14AC?0 the eAUVERV" 'MS TREATEP 
TDSTRAN&E SOUNDS ANiPOFF-COlOR <®V\A»CS 
when the M\KEP /HfMAMDN Vl5>TEDTWE REST- 
ROOflA IM THE M\W>UE OF HlS &OUF 6AME ' 




NO WOWEM 'MERE AVUWJED TO OoMPPrE IN A (VlEK’S 
19«? SNOMMOeilE RWE ATSAOUrSns AlCH 

SO \*lHeu l»kcr OPPtClAL« SPUSnEP WMAT-WEY 

•moofewr WAS a wdaan racer, ■mer FuAseep 
POWNTHESNCWJAOeiUER •fHE'SHE" TWavlS^OOT 
lOeeAHE THE OPEIOIAUS WERE REP-FACEP 
WHEN RACER TCM UEZSONACA REMCWBO V 4 |S HEV.- 
MET AND SHOOK WIS LONC? MA\R »M DcSGOST' 


m 19«^ THE SfcA^^E eKfcAV<ERS TRAPEPTHE 
WCS-TCRN WOCKEV UEAi6>tJE Kie»HTSOF PLAYER 
TOMAWRTimo VlC.TnR\A - FOP A TEAM BUS' 
I p/i:w7 7V/A/A 7?/^jmai>^6oor/r/}r7?^77/Hf^ 
RFMARKEPMAKHN BUr rTUAS A J^/iL AUCB BU5 


AFTER AtVARTA HAWKS catTER MDSES A^AU)Ne ARRIVED 
FORASAIVe WITH THE DETROIT PISTONS IMK}a9 HE REAL- 
lasp HE HAD UBFTHVS SNEAKERS SAtK ATTWE HOTEU 
/HDSE?> PAlP A SAU- ftY*101® RUSH BAOKTO HIS 
ROOM ANP FETCH HlSfiAVlN&SHceS BuTTWE 
V0UNV5»6TER. failed TO RETURN IN TIME ANPMALONE 
R3(^EP to PUAV IN AN ONa3MR3RrAftLE PAIR 
OF SHOES HE HAP SORRCMlEP FROM ATEAAAAAATE 
MALONE LATER OISCCNEREP THAT THE PISTONS' 

soom^xxm^ had interceptedthe ball soy 
mv SRieep him with <-20 td take histime > 














QUIZ 


QUESTIONS 

1 For which football team did Ian 
Botham play‘d 

2 What IS common to Graeme 
Pollock, John Ednch and Allan 
Border’ 

3 What IS common to Wally 
Hammond, Mike Procter and 
Zaheer Abbas’ 

4 What IS common to George 
Headley Vinoo Mankad and Colin 
Cowdrey’ 

5 Henri is the middle name of an 
English post-War Test cricketer 
whose debut year is 1975 Guess 
who’ 

6 When did England get their first 


post-War Test victory against 
Australia’ 

7 Formerly, anybody scoring a Test 
century in — had a tree planted 
there in his honour Which was the 
centre’ 

8 Was any Australian batsman run 
out in the 1956 Test against 
England at Old Trafford when Jim 
Laker bagged 19 wickets’ 

9 Which IS the favourite cricket 
ground of Sunil Gavaskar’ 

10 Who got his maiden Test century 
in his 52nd innings for Australia 
against England at Old Trafford in 
July 1964’ 




MILESTONES 


ANSWERS 

1 Scunthorpe United 

2 All of them are left-handed 
batsmen 

3 They all played for 
Gloucestershire CCC 

4 They are fathers of Test 
cricketers 

5 Philippe HENRI Edmonds 

6 In the Melbourne Test 1951 

7 Durban 

8 No (The 20th wicket was claimed 
by Tony Lock) 

9 Queens Park Oval (Trinidad) 
which he says is a beautiful 
ground with a lovely backdrop 

10 Bobby Simpson (311) 






RELEASED' Su Richard Hadlee from Dunedin 
Hospital He was admitted after he collapsed 
during a New Zealand vs Si i l^aiika one dayei 
because of inegulai heaitbeat 

HONOURED Wing Cominaiidei P K Mahanand 
for his book Great Asian Athletes He has also 
been elec tc>d membei ol the Inter national 
Track Asscxiation and Field Statisticians 

APPOINTED Mi Justice Nataidjaii as one man 
executive! ounc il of the Indian Olympic 
Association He has been appointed to tins post 
by the Madras High Com t 

NEW RECORD Set by Seigei Bubka Bubka the 
Olympic and woi Id pole \ ault t hampion bi oke 
hi8 own woi Id indoo» i ecoi d w hen he cleared 
6 08 metres 

REINSTATED Nick Faldo as the woi Id No l after 
losing the spot to Gi eg Noi man 



WON Ben Johnson the 60m dash at the 
Yomiuii Chitose International in Osaka 


NEW RECORD Set by Wta Pippig of Ger .nany in 
the woinei’s indooi 5 000 met ics at Stuttgai t 
with a timing of 15 rams 1 1 73 secs 

DEFEATED. Cameroon (2 o) in a friendly ma ch 
by England at Wembley Aiena Gary Lim kei 
scored both the goals 

RETIRES. Sugar Ray Leonard after benng 
knocked out twice by Ten y Norris at tin* fight 
at Madison Square Garden 

REAPPOINTED. Viv Richards as the captaii ol the 
West Indies team to play against Austr alia 

INVALIDATED' By Madras High Court a 
proposed special general body meeting of the 
lOA by the V C Shukla faction 


defeating Andres Simon of Cuba 

BAN SOUGHT By Napoli on Diego Mai adona for 
inconsistent appearance Petition put to the 
Italian National Federation If passed then 
Napoli ese *pes the obligation of paying 
Maradona 11199 3 as pei the f onti ac t 

RETAINED Formei C<5ech Davis Cupper Pavei 
Slozil as the coach of Steffi Graff even though 
shf has not been winning on the c in uit 
recently 

ELECTED' Simon O Donnell as the Austr alian 
cricketer of the year He has not played in a 
T^st for five year & and was not pai t of the 
Ashes victory He won over the much fancied 
David Bcxin and Bruce Reid 
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>4Udd&gllQ(r trcmtfle. 
ItMtead, ahc^ around fbr! 
gear th^ aooentuatM 
yourfitn^. Alooae 
ad^ worn over broad 
sfaoulder—told you 
Uiese puah-oip would 
ihalpyou~-wiill 
autonudkMtUy 
camouflagotba 
ntotnudon of your gut. 
IfottopiagtiontlMwe 


ugly love handlsa thafre 
.pcqqijing out at the Bides.; 

As for colours, run 
Mks hell from loud, 
flashy reds and yellows. 
IRiat only jnahes you 
kxdE larger than life. It’s 
the UusB. charooal grey 
andblaoktlfet’U 
diatonoeyouBomswtot .. 
frwi the .crowd and 
saahe you look sliminpr; 
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CAN’T PLAY SOFTBALL 


But piayin' the field 

T ouring pro David Wheaton’s no 
softie—ask Brad Gilbert about that. So 
what’s he doing trying to swat a softball? 
After flailing at the softb^l, WTheaton gave it up 
as a bad joke and cribbed/’I don’t really get it, 
if I can hit a tennis ball then I should be able to 
hitasoftbaU,” 

The subject of being a 'hit’ or getting hit 
seems to Imve become a favourite pastime with 
Wheaton, otherwise known for his on-court 
gastronomical habits. Last year, he was nearly 
creamed by feUow player Brad Gilbert at the 
ITF sponsored Grand Slam Cup but this year 
the word has assumed a bit of a romantic 
nature. Enter Miss Mary Joe Fernandez. 

The women’s no. 4 sat courtside and watched 
Wheaton in a recent tournament. A 
favour—^Wheaton, ever chivalrous, returned. 
Since then things have been looking up for both 
of them. “We’re just good friends,” they hastily 
defend themselves. But then, we’ve heard that 
one before, haven’t we? IVheaton under 
pressure later admitted that, “we have become 
closer over the last year and a half.” 

Looks like he’s quite a hit this 
time! 


R umour has it ■ 
that Graham 
ITaylmrisahard 
and unforgiving 
coach. 

Apart from being a 
strict coach, he is an 
authoritarian, a 
puritan and a killjoy. 



NOT TAYLOR-MADE 


Suited for discipline 

An autocrat who bans smoking, dancing and 
drinking before a game and fines his men 75% 
of their pay if they are sent off! Neither does 
Taylor tolerate fools or foolish teams. As his 
previous club Aston Villa, league runners up, 
and 0-2 down in the FA Cup against lowly rated 
Crewe found out. He didn’t mince words at half 

time: “Gentlemen, you got us into this f.g 

mess, you will get us out of it.” Villa won 3-2. 

What’s worse he reportedly does not even 
tolerate any interference in his job. As he told 
some of yesterday’s men of the Football 
Association (FA). “I’m my own man and I 
answer to nobody but myself,” a warning he 
fired even before he took over Robson’s mantle. 

By the way he’s going, he might turn out to be 
the right answer to England’s soccer hooligans! 
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STIFLED STEFFI 


Open to boys 
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21 andaralicairMMly? 

H OW'S STEFFI 
GRAF doing, now 
that she's 217 Not 
too hot. For Steffi, 21 
is the blooming of 
youth. For the rest of 
the tennis circuit, she's 
a relic. 

The Graf girl is quite 
lonely too, being 
bankrupt in the 
friendship department. 


"I get along better 
with boys,*saysthe 
lady. 

Mentally she's 
going a bit bonters 
too. "Oh come on," 
she barked at a 
reporter in Paris when 
asked about her 
personal life, "is it so 
serious?" 

No, but then she's 
Steffi Graf and she 
herself stoked the fires 
when she gave that 
photo season to 
Vogue and remarked 
she was not just 
dating Alexander 
Mronz but also the 
lead singer Mick 
Hucknell, from the pop 
group Simply Red. But 
then, as St^ herself 
admits. "Being 
famous isn't all that 
fun" especially when 
you're 21, and rarin' to 
go" 





Becker can’t understand the Importance of 
being No. 1 


BECKER SAY 


Confused philosophy 

W ITH his No. 1 ranking has come a new set 
of post-match rules for Boris Becker. As 
the world witnessed after his Aussie 
Open triumph. A brief show of courtside 
emotion later, Becker had the tournament 
officials doing a double take when he ran out 
of the stadium and into the park outside for a 
little jog. He had obviously forgotten about the 
prize distribution and was going back to the 
hotel when be was gently persuaded by 
security that he had a formality to fulfil 
towards the crowd. 

He was (Hie!) so high on emotion that he 
muffed up Us thank you speech. An hour later, 
though it was a very different Boris Becker. 
As sumin g distinct shades of Plato, he felt that 
he might go the Wilander way. “I am like Mats. 
In that I am a person of extremes and 1 have a 
little fear that it won’t go on anymore,“he 
pUlosopUsed. “I am not the type who wants to 
be No.l for 4-5 years. I want to move on in life 
and do something else.” 

And tUs might mean having a family and 
kids: **I would like to have a quiet private life, 
with a wife and cUldren and not he In the 
frontline anymore.’’Hey, Stefan, Ivan...better 
start lining up the prospective brides, guys! 



























Sometimes 
a single pair 
of Power shoes 
can bring 
60,000 people 
to their feet. 



When Kapil Dev ereated a world record by hitting 
ur consecutive sixes at Lords, he was wearing Power 
at ting shoes. 

II According to Kapil Dev, "'The most important part of 
\py cricket gear are my shoes. 

Ask him why he wears only Power cricket shoes and 
the reply is : "Comfort."’ Full stop. 

What is it that makes a Power shoe comfortable ? 

Is it the light, soft, supple leather? (Not to mention the 
firm toe.) Or the multi-studded rubber sole, for a better 
grip? Perhaps it is the perforated 'upper" for added 
breathability and sweat absorption. Or the high 
cushioned collar to protect the Achilles" tendon. 

To experience the magic of a Power cricket shoe, try 
and get yourself tickets to a Test match at Lord's. 

Or for a better view, visit a Power dealer near you. 









Dibyendu Barua 


‘If Only Life Had Beei 










By SUPRAKASH GHOSHAL 


Less Cruel Te Me’ 


The Bartia family at home 











pjojjanent came lilw a blias. thougii the prospect oFUggerreoagm- 
tfrtn, especially tbeOM title, continued to loam in tbedistant horizon 
like a fading mirage. 

Andyet, today Dit^yenduBarua is India’s second obesaOM. For 
him itbasbeenalaog.drevm torturing eaperieooe in tbelanelinees 
and agony of bis crowded home, wbae five people are Saroed tolive 
tbeir Jives in a mere one-quarter a room, including the kitchen. 
Today, that pain baa eased amid tbejoyof success, but Oxesaare 
remain, as does his one room borne. 

SPOirrSWWUX): Why do you think H tiMk you so kNig to achiewa your 
Gra n d ma ttortMa? 

DIBYENDU BARUA: Wdl. my development aa acbeoo pU^yer has 
been su^ that I had to oanetantly dhttnge my game through oon- 
tinuoua A^ pwitnant Bimidy beoauae my a^-tautrht oheaa waa not 
viable to Ikoe the modmn veraion of the oomplex game. TliBoretioal 
knowladfB baa baoome ao important today, that the entire game of 
dieaa la now gedng through a larooeea of ohange. And in a world like 
that I waa fighting my lone battle with all xny adf-aoqnired aklU 
v^itoh I maatared mainly through trial and error. 


For Barua It 
lias heen a long- 
Brawn torturing 
experience In 
the loneliness 
ami ageng el his 
crowBeil heme, 
where flee 
persons are 
lorcePteUve 
their lives In a 
mere guarier of 
a reom...Tetlag, 
that pain has 
eased hut the 
sears remain as 
dees his one 
room heme... 
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DIbyandu with th* trophlM 

^tt has been hell, 
rm not a heallhy 
person. On top 
ol that I haO to 
put up with all 
the problems 
about mp 
strategy anil 
gameplan. It’s 
harrowing.. Barua 


So, alter beoonting International Master m this method, I realised I 
cxnild no longer carry on with this kind of ‘personal chess.’ So 
between ’82 and ’88,1 sought to totally reorient my game, which in 
other words meant starting ftom scratch. And I promise you, that 
has been a most agonising experience ofmi^ife. 

But you always attributed your lack of theoretical knowledge to financial 
consbaints, your inability to get professional coaching, books and so on...But 
how did you suddenly start g^ng help in terms of books and other thing- 
s...was it your job at TATA... 

Oh yes. To be honest, the job in 1985 came to me like a godsend. I got 
the job and a whole new horizon opened up before me loouldnow 
buy the best books, and more important my participation in foreign 
tournaments was now almost guaranteed. Mind you. to be strong on 
the theoretical side, you don’t need just books, you need experience 
and exposure also. Since '85 or rather I ivould say, end of ’85, all this 
began to happen to usher in a tide of good luck for Indian chess. 
Indian chess as a whole? 

Yes, since ’85, the Chess Federation hss also become more deter¬ 
mined to send Indian players abroad, this has helped the game in a 
big way. 

You had a lot of weaknesses in the opening game, which in fact, delayed your 
progress for long, isn’t it? How did you get around H? 

1 still haven’t quite overcome thaM» be honest. It still remains one of 
my main weaknesses. And after getting my GM title my main area of 
attention will be my opening game. 

How did this problem afM your performance? 
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, It alZDOBt regularly put me into serious time trouble, which players 
like Vishwa n at h a n Anand very rarely face. But iroxiically enough, 
lately whan I tried to do something about my opening game I realised 
1 reached almost the edge of ruin. Because now it was too late to 
flhange one vital area like that, unless 1 got some expert guidance 
fboaneameone really good. But I have not sret been fort\uiate enough 
tooome across anyone like that. 

But then that weakness will remain and eventually become your Achilles heel. 

It has always been. And, to be honest, although I have plans to 
improve my opening, maybe, I will not really do anything about it. 
Because I have already g^ good resxdts trying to shortcut the 
opening phase and go directly into the middle game. 

The Uggest advantage of this is that most of my opponents do not 
ekpeot this kind of game; so they get shocked, and eventually find 
tlmmadves in trouMe. In fact, on certain occasions, it worked so well, 
that I became quite careless and freewheeling about the opening 
game. But 1 suppose that kind of an approach may not be good for me 
hi the long run. 

In that case you hwre ts make up your mind about which area of your game 
needs overhauling. Don’t you? 

Yes of course. But I'm a little worried about trying to do something 
new at this stage. It is a little too late for any change in my game. I 
suppose. So, Fm in a bit of a fix at this moment. 

Ranier, I would say you are a very happy man at this moment? 

Oh yes. (smihng). More than happy, Fd say Fm relieved, relaxed. 
Very, very much so. You know, the day Anand stole a march on all of 
us, and became a Grandmaster, a sort of complex started growing in 
me. lie is so much younger than us, to be fra^, Fd made such agood 
begrinning in the early years, in my childhood. So, 1 was supposed to 
be for ahead of him. Instead he overtook us. so gallantly, while my 
performance over most part of the eighties had been indifferent. It 
was all rather deprrasing. So, for a long time I had been eagerly 
looking for this day. And now Fm relaxed. Oh my, God, if only I 
could express in words how relaxed I really am. 

You must have suffered tremendous -pressure w^ng your tone 
battle against the world without any help from anywhere. 

You did not even have a second to assist you, and you are the number two 
player in ^ country. 

It has been hell. Fmnotavery healthy person. On top of that 1 had to 
put up with all the problems cdxmt my strategy and gameplan, all by 
myself. It’s harrowing. If only life had been a little less cruel to me. In 
today's professional chess to have a second means hell of a lot of 
money, I can't think of itevmi; on top of that most players use 
computers, portable laptop ones, in which th^ have all tlm data 
stored. So, chess today is a hi-tech game, when I’m still the tradition¬ 
al T"dia.Ti RhaArn-T^ ke khilari, ti ying to figrure out my moves for 
hours on end. Sometimes, it seems for a man in my position, to be 
ambitious is almost a self-inflicted pain. 

When lapoketoDibyendu after be received bis OM title, it was clear 
be bad still not recovered Item Uiejoy'of having his 
dream fulfilled. His thoughts and tunotions were still in upheaval. 
AnH the first thought that flooded bis mind on that momentous 
nnmu^nn wasotbiBmother, whom bebadloet when be waseigbt 
years (dd. 

At eight, DUtyendu bad already been a small-time competitive 
player. And today be is Jndia’a second QM. OnlyifDibyendu could 
have bis mother by bis side. 

Oibyendu: She perhaps realised before she died, that, maybe one day 
I would take up chess as my main passion in life, and my singular 
towards exoellenoe. If there is life beyond death, maybe she is 
happy today in her unseen, ethereal world. I wish she is. For, it is to 
her that 1 dedicate my long-awaited suco^. 


^Chesstoilarisa 
hhteeh game, 
when I’m sail 
Uie aaaiaoaal 
Inaiaa Shamml 
kekhliarl, arkig 
toaguneutmg 
mneslorhom 
oneml...Fera 
man In my 
nnsltlonieke 
amkiaous Is 
almost a 
selHnaieteil 
naln...Bania 


Pho^raphs: NIKHIL 
BHATTACHARYA 
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DIFFERENT STROKES 


T {HERE’S very little money to be made 
througrh tenms. these days And just 
before you go telling us that we’re wrong, 
you nught as well know who feels this way 
None other than Ion Tinac theswrly, burly 
moustachioed has been tennis player Wonder 
why he feels this way. the fact is that he’s 
doing quite well financially courtesy Bona 
Becker 

Anyway, the shrewd cham-smoking 
Romanian is so well off that he’s decided to 
open his own bank He prefers the 
headquarters to be in his motherland m 
Romania (how come no tax problems’^), where 
he was born The bank is to have a starting 
capital of about 500 milhon lei (£ 12 million) 
The mam aim, one supposes is to raise the 
economic status of the country but Tinac is 
such a smooth operator, you can never tell 
Well, if Tinac manages it as well as he does 
Boris Becker, he’s got another No 1 on his 
hands 




Ion TIriac: 'banking* on hla latast vantura 



M eet the world’s 
youngest 
soccer dub 
member Charlottee 
Page Cuddly 
Charlottee shot to 
soccer stardom 
exacts two minutes 
after she was bom 
Her father, David 
Page a soccer fteak 
and an active member 
of Brighton, Football 
Club, Sussex watched 
his daughter being 
bora and then rushed 
off to the tdephone to 
register her as 
Brighton's youngest 
ever soccer fan His 
midnight call to club 
official Margaret 
Sanderson just about 
dinched the deal. 

Until Charlottee 
came along, the 
jnevious youngest 
ever member of the 
seaside club—known 
as the seagulls—was 








20 nunutes old 
Charlottee beat that 
record 1^ 18 mmutes 
Just a we^ after the 
birth, David was 
sittmg in his usual 
seat m the stands, 
when a message of 
congratulations was 
broadcast through 
the air over the dub’s 
loudspeakers The 
fans roared their 
approvaJ; ’’Charlottee 
is now the proud 
owner of her own 
memberahip cards, 
herownsoccra* 
strip—^the dub’s hlim 
and white cdoura and 
her favourite, the 

team’s qiedality 
taddybear Iheonly 
minus point is that 
she’s unaware of the 
f»M. ■to tiniida 
record but then as her 
dad says, TmBuze 
she’ll love that too.” 






E myone of you ever happen to bump into 
9fan Edberg one of these dasrs (though, we 
ppose, the possibility is remote) take 
another road Along with hm No 1 ranking 
Edberg also seems to have lost his cool 
At a press conference m Melbourne, Edberg 
was a^ed by a comedienne, a senes of banal 
and imtatmg questions In the midst of an on 
going press conference he was suddenly asked 
which member of ABB A—the Swedish pop 
group—he was and whether he felt the use of 
cat gut m tennis to be ecologically sound Add 
to that a defeat by Ivan Lendl and the loss of 
the number one ranking and the results could 
well have been disastrous 
Edberg later admitted that he hadn’t 
understood the questions posed to him by 
Pune—Anne Wheatly, the comic "Iflhad, I 
would have answered them,” said a serious 
lookmg Edberg Tournament officials later 
issued him an apology But there’s a very mad 
Swede roaming the global tennis circuit these 
days 



Stefan Edberg is lughly avoidaoii' these days 



I S LEW HOAD shll arouijd^ W^, you can bet 
your last Aussie dollar, he IB At least, he 
was m Sydney at the mvitaAion of another 
tennis grest,'John Newcombe It has been said 
that Lew m hiB prime could {pi on court to play 
flawless tennis after awlld night out ‘That’s 
probably true,” quipped back Hoad, 56 “Hut 
there’s a few other blokas who could do it too 
Newocmibe for one ” 

Hoad was in Sydney recently to celebrate tlm 
centenary of the NSW Tennis Association So 
were his old partners Ken Roaewall, 
Newcombe, Tony Roche. Fred Stolle and a few 
others ’They all played a bit of tennis at the 
oelehrations All, except Lew who acquired a 
slipped disc way back in leiB Addtothatths 
taot that the onoe-upon-a-time tminis freak 
doesn’t engoy the game anymore 
Barrri dbssted and a grandfather five tunes 
ovmr, Lew preferred to hang out with a cold 
beer embedded in hiB huge fist Alone he might 
have been, but the numerous admirers still 
ensured that he was the star of ihe show T 
loved a beer,” he said T still do. But when it 
oame down to the big, important matches, you 
just didn’t do any of that "Than he says he 
did—once. Soon hiB eyas get that tinm tasted 
lht»way look and he goes ixito one of his 
humarotts ansodotss... Just iSce Law Bbad, 










am not a marathon 
runner. I am in love 
with one. though. 




iSmg with thousan d s of 
other spouses and signi¬ 
ficant others, am a mem- 
W of that select group 
. of people you see milling 
around at the start, 
standing at various 
points along the way 
and waiting on either 
sida of the finish line. 

We’re out there, blend¬ 
ing in with the rest of 
the marathon fans that 
line the course. But 
we're not just faces in 
the crowd. Our love and 
intimacy give us in¬ 
sights into the lives of 
these single-minded 
athletes that uninvolved 
marathon-watchers will 
never know. 

We hang in there dur¬ 
ing their long months of 
self-absorbed training. 
We endure our own feel¬ 
ings of sloth and fatness 
while they grow stron¬ 
ger and leaner. We en¬ 
courage, tease and 
mother them. We cook 
and consume several 
tons of pasta. 

We spend countless 
evenings alone while 
they crisscross the city 
night after night in pur¬ 
suit of those 70-mile 
weeks. When they walk 
through the door, de¬ 
pending on how the run 
went, we listen to them 
either complain, brag, 
rationalise or groan. 

Many of us travel with 
our mates to romantic 
places for marathons, 
but we’ve learned not to 
expect conversations ab¬ 
out the colour of our 
eyes or the depth of love. 
Instead, we discuss PHs, 
oxygen debt, the race 
course, possible check¬ 
points. projected pace, 
course records, and the 
elite athletes. 

The night before, we 
listen to them speculate 
endlessly about the 
weather and fret over 
food, clothes, feet and 
bowel movements. And 


after th^ go to bed at 
the judimous hour of 10 
p.m. to insure plenty or 
sleep for the big day (so 
much for romance), we 
listen to them toss res¬ 
tlessly most of the night. 

The morning of the 
race we arise at 4:30 
a.m. so they can eat two 


pieces of dry toast and 
tl^ sit in the bathroom 
for 2 hours. We say no¬ 
thing when they ask the 

Vlfiiwi clWMlng for the 
runners, spare a 
thought tor the people 
who stand and welt at 
the finish line 
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big cmeetkm: Why 
daii^aia? 

We walk quietly lb the 
starting line with thaanw; 
largely eibiit out of Iheir 
mental preparatibna, 
aoo^ their sweats and 
absent-minded kisses be¬ 
fore thqr dash oB into 
the throng. If possitde, 
we greet them along the 
way to shout words of 
enoouragement. to snap 
a few pictures, to oc^eot 
cast-off dothing or give 
fluids. Or just to be 
there, for like men in the 
delivery room, we are 
outcasts, pleasant to 
have around perhaps, 
but in actual fact, ex¬ 
traneous. 

We hustle to the finish 
line, juggling their dry 
clothes and camera and 
car keys. We study the 
clock, calculating and 
waiting, sweating out 
those final minutes. At 
last our marathoners 
appear, and we watch 
t^ir machine like bodies, 
work through ridicu¬ 
lous pain, and we strug¬ 
gle not to pity them. 

When it’s over, we hug 
them, sweat and stink 
and all. That’s when 
we’re needed, and, 
charged as we are with 
our mission, we scupy 
about for food and drink 
and finishers’ T-shirts. 
We smile apologetically 
to onlookers while our 
sweethearts throw up in 
the bushes. We massage 
their knotted calves and 
help them into fresh 
clothes. We hdd them 
up as they limp back to 
the hotel, and we grin 
wisely when th^ swear. 
I'm never doing this j 
again. 

And while driving 
them home, we fulfill 
our last duty. We listen 
to: The Marathon Story. 

We don’t run i 
thousands of training 
miles, and we don’t run 
the 26-mile race. But we 
are there through it all, 
and, hey. we deserve a 
round of applause, too. 
















//ey/ ^ aUo a poUc^kotbei^. 


Yes. / am insured. Mv papa has 
bought me LIC’s Jeevan Kishor 
Policy. It’s a new plan speciallv 
made for little children like me 
So, when I grow up, I’ll get a 
lot oj mone\ and become a big 
man like my papa 

Why not buy a feevan kishor 
Policy for your children too? 
And make their dreams come 
true. 

For further details, contact the 
nearest LIC branch office or 
your agent or de\ elopment 
officer. 


Jeec/an Kishor 



jCtfe Jnsuronce 
Corporation of Jndta 

34 years in the business of life. 











Old Spice 

MOISTURISER. 

Made for a man^s skin* 

In a num's world you need a 
man's dry skin treatment. 

Old Spke Moistutiser. 

Creamy, soothing, hwigomh^ 


those dry ^ts, gendy, 


.’VJ™ 


anms 















How to travel from Kashmir to 
Kanyakumari and from Kutch to Kohima 
and not notice Electrometal tanks. 


Wherever you travel intheLtet Wcvi North 
or South of tn<iia by rail, road or air, you'll sec 
oui tanks hor evcr^idy trusts Blectrometal 

Nor are the\ alone in their )udgemcnt A host 
of other reputed organisations rely on 
Eleetrometal pressed steel tanks nicCPWD, 
thi U P Jal Nigam the N T P ( municipalities, 
universiues and giants in the private sector 
such as the Tatas the Birlas, the Thapars, "Siaw 
Wallace the United Breweries Group and 
many more 

Not without reason, ol course After all, 
blectromctal has been making tanks fiir over a 
deeade Tanks that eomt in all shapes, sires and 
specifications Fhey can be easily dismantled, 
expanded reduced shifted or re erected Or 
left as they are lor generations 







STEEL TANKS | 

The conSdence of mettle | 
Electrometal Tanks Limited'* 

3 C Camac Street, Calcutta • 700 016 
Telex 021 S778 Flee In / 

Fax +(91 >(33)296277 / 

Cable “EI£CS1DF / 






VOICES 


“We have been following 
devetopmente carefully all these 
years. Now that we see 
important changes can come In 
South Africa in the near future 
we expect the final solution can 
happm very soon.” 

JUAN ANTONIO SAMARANCH 
president of the IOC on South 
Afnca s readmission to the 
Olymoics 


“First of ail I’m going to host the 
biggest party in the history of 
Atlantic City. There won’t be 
enough space in all the hotels 
for the buffet tables. Then I’m 
going to buy a franchise and 
retire ” 

GEORGE FOREMAN on what he 
would do after defeating Evander 
Holyfield 




“Anytime, anywhere. Carl Lewis 
should know that I’m not afraid 
to run against him. I’m not 
taking anything away from the 
great runners but when I’m 
ready, I can do better than 
anyone in the world.” 

BEN JOHNSON, renews his 
challenge to the world and to Carl 
Lewis in particular 


“My goal this year Is to remain 
where I’m on the rankings.” 
PETE SAMPRAS, after his first win 
of the year against 
Czechoslovakian, Milan Srejber 
“Freedom. A totally new world 
opened to me. I had a lot of 
possibilities after the Olympics, 
but I wasn’t able to do them, it 
was like being in a box, 
knocking on the wails, 
screaming ‘Please let me out'. 
Now I have so many 
possibilities. It’s ail so new, so 
wonderful. People come to me 
and ask me what I want to do.” 
KATARINA WITT dunnga 
vacation in the Caribbean The star 
skater of erstwhile East Germany 
had always to stay within the limits 
of protocol and that did not permit 
her to embark on a holiday It was 
only after the unification ot 
Germany that she could ‘get out of 
the box 

“It’s a sad victory. He’s my idol 
and I beat him badly. I didn’t 
want it to be that way. He’s still 
my Idol.” 

TERRY NORRIS after he knocked 
down Sugar Ray Leonard twice in 
their fight at Madison Square 
Garden 

“Football is 90 per cent a 
problem, 10 per cent a pleasure. 

I don’t want to see the club die 
after my departure. That’s why 
I’m going to take some time to 
find my successor. Someone 
who will be able to put a lot of 
money and energy Into the club 
as I’ve done. I cannot stay In this 
kind of world. You can’t run a 
club by remote control.” 
BERNARD TAPIE, the flamboyant 
President of the French club 
Olympique Marseille, after he was 
banned for a year for allegedly 
abusing and intimidating referees 
and for showing 'a senous lack of 
sporting spirit 
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If you are a male 
chauvinist you may not 
like this But there is a 
theory (mainly among 
women obviously) that 
racing is merely an 
extension of a man s 
macho image 



.. /W I 


% i 


N / 


Cover Photograph by Action Plus 
Poster photograph by Patrick 
Eagar 

All illustrations by Debashish Deb 





Editor Mansur Ali Khan Pataudi 

AMltUint Editor Andy O Bnen 

ChM Sub-Editor Prade«^ Paul 

Editorial Staff Subha<th Sarcar Suprakash 
Ghoshal Rohit David Bnjnath AvikUaa 
Stievlin Sebastian Robin Chattanee 
Madras Correapondant Partab Ramcband 
Senior Photographer Nikhil Bhattacharya 
Art Director Amiya Bhattacharya 
Staff Dealgnsrt Samir Biswas AliAkbai 
Mirze and Bhaskar Das 
Editorial Aaalatanta Frank Gomes Su)tt 
Ghosh 

PutHfSheda dprritdft Ana deBa^a I a KiLtd lnTi6& 
9PraMaSdkd toitCa dti7Q00)t 
byBitKinia Has 

Air 1 I charge fo( S aga ex Jc hand! puruTpase 
North ta&tcm Statok ' pa ke 


8 


The McDonalds of 
Tennis: A story on 
Nick Boileltieri’s tennis 
aciidemy wlicn e tliey 
don't serve you with 
tuimburgers but tennis 
lessons. 


12 ' 
I ImS 


'It's stale news that 
isport today is hip 
money But coming to 
think of it. even wlien 
sportpersons retire they 
can make a very 
comfortable living from 
sport itself. So the 
question is, is it only tor 
nothing or do they 
deserve if)* 


"^CSpeed Demons: Is 
I Uthe high speed 
world of Formula One 
racing the ultimate male I 
fantasy .. 













WHO’S FOR DINNER? 


A matter of choice 


laiiyoxie, who wotdd it he? Inside Tennis 
xnftgazine asked tennis celebrities, and 
here's how some of them answered this 
provocative question. 

CHmSEVBIITi'TresidentBush Fve 
bad dinner with him before. As a person. 
I found him so entertainin^r. witty and 
knowledgeable. We just laughed a lot. He 
t^u9 a dry sense of humor and is very 
quick and personable." 

STEFFI CMUFt "He's dead. Salvador 
Dali. He was weird. But I loved what he 
did with his paintings. I always wonder 
what he was thinking before he painted 
his lectures And I’m fascinated by the 
little hmts he gives about his pictures.” 

ARTHUII ASHEt "Nelaon Mandela. I’d 
want to know how a man who spent 27 



years in prison oould come out and be so 
rational and free of any bitterness.” 

JENNIFER CAPRIATIi "Jack 
Nicholson because he’s such a cool guy.” 

RNILLIM CMA’nUERi "Stefl! Graf 
She’s a nice gh*l, very unspoiled. 1 hope it 
wUllast." 

IVAN LINDLs "Mikhail Gorbachev. I 
was skeptioal when he started 1 didn't 
trust him and Fm still not 100 percent 
sure I remember what happened to 
Hungary in 1956 and to my country in 
1968. But I’d like to sit down with him 



and see what he’s thinking. What’s 

happening now is like a dream come CsprisU’s not spaced out by these space men. 

true.” For her, Jaoit Nicholson ie the real tiling 


W t! olwayt thousfht 
that Mvhammad 
Ali was aiaeked 
vnth large doses of oonir- 
age. Wait! everybody 
thought that. But re¬ 
cently a IMle bit ofivfo 
on Greatest us 
slightly shocked. That 
IS, when we got to know 
about the man’s pet 
peeve- injections! 
That’s the only thing, 
Ali would say 
laughingly that seared 
him. What’s more, on 
injection scares him 
even today. But he has 
to have those big needles 
stuck inside km in 
order to live. Even 
when he was Blunder- 


AL(I) OF THE NEEDLE 

injectlrig life 


ing in the rmg a doctor 
would have to chase 
him to give him a shot. 

fiow diffused and 
spent he is forced to go 



through iMs routine of 
plasmapheresis. After 
that he is olcoy for a 
couple of months. 
That’s lOhin he meets 
his <M pale, preaches 
the tenets Of IsUm and 

AH can't eae aye to 

eyewtih 

aayrlnga«fMlA 


makes a sundry 
appearance here and 
there. lAke he did re¬ 
cently, when he sipped 
across to Asia and sven 
visited Calcutta. Sut 
after he returns home 
exhaueted, he locks 
himself for days in hfs 
house. Mostly aM lie 
does is sit at home loll¬ 
ing blmkly at Bi* eia- 
foot handcarved Hger 
mven io km by Deng 
Wetao-JNng, or the gtth- 
bering nAe preeentedbo 
him by another kiMy! 
JBlvie Presley, it’s a tad 
way to live but AU 
quips: ’‘Everybody 
lost in l^, I }ust gpi 
lost, that’s oM,” ‘ 













OUT OF AFRICA 


Taxing problems 


O NCE upon a time there came to Calcutta a 
3^ung man from Nigeria. Said he came to 
play soccer and he did. In the process win¬ 
ning over the hearts of millions of Calcuttans. 
'Calcutta's own son’, they called him. The 
young man was Cheema Okerie and he sure 
ntted into the local soccer scene...with 
aplomb. 

Then came the low, and the man who won 
over millions of hearts is now trymg to patao 
the Income Tax authorities. Yes, Cheema has 
run into major income tax problems and the 
men from Bamboo Villa (iromc name for an 
office location) aren’t letting him off so easy. 

The 'goal machine’ had for long been on 
their hit list and when he encashed a time 
deposit receipt of Rs. 65,000 from a bank, they 
raided his South Calcutta residence Cheema 
reportedly is paid three lakhs by East Bengal, 
as he confessed under night long interroga¬ 
tion. The IT men, however could not find the 
huge amounts of cash he is reported to have 
stashed away They, however, managed to ex¬ 
tract confessions that have put both him and 
his club in a tight spot. 

Not exactly the kmd of situation East Bengal 
are used to finding themselves m ...under 
Cheema No wonder there are rumours that 
the Nigerian wants to go back to where he 
belongs* 

Cheema at home. The IT authorities lauflhed all 
the way Into his bank account 
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Here they don’t serve 
burgers but tennis lessons. 
Tet, writes Simon 9ames, 
Bollettieri likes to cbmpare 
his set up to the big fast 
food chain 


McDonalds 
of Tennis 



B radenton. Florida. 

THE Nick Bollettieri Tennis Academy. 
Vi^ette One: A small girl, a little under 
4ft. with a 200-buck racket. Long fair 
hair, abaseballcap, and a T-shirt that reads, 

“Just do it!” She is running up and down the 
baseline belting double-fisted backhands. Every 
time she hits the ball, she gives a little pink 
grunt "Uh!” she says "Uhl” 

Vignette Two A British girl, Jo Moore, aged 14. 
and studying at the Academy. Why don’t I ask 
her how her lessons are going? The thought 
produces, like a rabbit hrom a hat, that frightful 
thing, a tennis parent: in this case, with Clint 
Eastwood haircut and Birmingham accent. “Jo’s 
contracted with IMQ, you see, and we like to 
control the press, well, not exactly control...” 

Vignette three Nick BoUettieri himself 
Dressed in his usual working clothes: stripped to 
the waist, eyes hidden behmd racing-biker 
shades with hot-lava frames. He is teaching a 
couple of black Cahfomians, Venus and Serena 
Williams, aged ten and eight. Bollettieri’s voice is 
as hoarse as a professional wrestler’s ^m 


constant roaring: “No, that’s your old grip you’re 
going back to! That’s it, I love it!” After the 
eight-year-old plays 50 successive volleys, 
Bollettieri roars with laughter and says: "Oet out 
ta here! That’s terrific! Terrific!" 

There is a hi^ kindness in the voice, a 
surprising gentleness What is more, siollettieri 
is having a whale of a time. This, then, is the 
heart and soul of the operation; in the huge and 
dominant on-court personality of Nick 
Bollettieri. 

And what an operation it is. “It’s just like 
McDonald’s,” Bollettieri said, seriously. From 
September till May there are 225 full-time 
students at the Academy. They are aged, mostly, 
between eight and 18. They eat, sleep and have 
their being at the Academy, though they go to 
school elsewhere in the mornings. 

It costs $17,000 (about £8,600) a year, not 
countmg school fees. A good many of the 
students get help, from the Academy itself and 
from elsewhere. The help depends on the 
financial strength of the parent, and on the 
ability of the child. Rest assured that a truly 












prcmisinfl: <diild ziever needs to worry about 
fiiuoicial oampetenoe; ooaohM and agenta fall 
over tbemselves to sign them up. These kids are 
meal-tioketa. 

Elo much hope, so much inevitable 
disappointment. It is like turtles and the sea. 

BoUettieri has certainly produced some good 
players in his time. Andre Agassi is the star 
pupil. Monica Seles was with him for four years, 
until it ended in tears and financial acrimony last 
year. There have been others in BoUettieri’s 34 
years as a tennis coach, though of lesser 


Agassi's shirt (inset) ^s it ail. He’s stili witti 
Bolietleri 


eminenoe: Kriokstein, Arias, Bassett. He has 
attracted a huge amount of ciitioism, asyou 
would expect. 

When people over-stoess apoint to you, it is 
often a clear sign that the opposite is true. 
BoUettieri is inclined to stress that his method 
encourages individual style and development of 
the whole person. NaturaUy, one is left with the 
conclusion that this is a tennis hot-house 
producing tennis clones. 

The place has been called the No Serve 
Acadmty, finnn a perceived weakness in 






The place has been called the No 
Serve Academy, from a perceived 
weakness in B^^ttieri*s technical 
coaching skills. People tike John 
McEnroe have been scathing about 
BidletUeri*s methodicrd approach 


BoUettieri’s technical coaching skills. People like 
John McEnroe have been scathing shout 
BoUettieri’s methodologrioal approach. He has 
been criticised, too, for driving children too hsurd: 
to the brink of despair and to even thoughts of 
suicide. 

It is true, however, that nobody goes through 











adolescence without traumas You cannot blame 
tennis for puberty People despair at Eton. 
Miisical prodigies despair at the intensity of their 
own specialised education and the hopes invested 
in them You are always on dangerous grround 
when talent shows early 
The Academy is as weird to British eyes as Eton 
would be to Bollettien’s (well, perhaps not quite 
thatweirdi The sight of the 2000-odd students, 
all in their hot-lava shorts and “Just do it'” 
T-shirts, whacking balls on the 74 courts, is 
deeply disturbing BoUettieri may or may not 
produce tennis clones; he certainly produces 
coaching clones They all work stripped to the 
waist m black shorts and hot-lava shades They 
yell things like: “I love it!” They blow whistles a 


lot and are forever shouting. “OK, Irt’s go!” 

“The philosophy is working with people and 
having fun and not forcing on them any one style 
of play,” Bollettien said Once the hot-lava shades 
areoffheisasurprismgly warynian “I get a big 
kick out of kids who get out there and develop 
some of their talent, become happy. The main 
emphasis is on developing yourself as a person. 
Be sure to get an education, hopefully a partial 
scholarship to college Because very few of these 
kids are going to make it as a professional ” 
Bolletten says the Academy is just like 
McDonald's and that includes the chain's 

Bolletleri’s former pupil Monica Seles with Jana 
Novotna Just before tneir Australian Open final 















pan-gaiactlc ambition. BoUettieri sold out to QdO. 
Mark IdoCormack’s International Management 
Group, a few years ago. Now, the company ie into 
expansion. Fifteen new tennis centres around the 
world are planned for 1982. 

There is something very siureal about the 
Academy. This is tennis coaching by George 
Orwdl, though you will not hear Agassi or Seles 
complaining. Perhaps the argument for such 
places is the same as the one for the theatrical 
profession: do not let your child go anywhere 
near it, unless it is clear he or she would be 
actively unhappy not doing it.Then give all the 
support you can. 

BoUettieri is purring about an intexise 
12-year-old German called Tommy Haas, and a 
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An old advertisement for the academy 


tall 13-year-old Yugoslav caUed Jua M^oli But 
one does not envy these children their burden of 
precocious talent One does not envy children 
who carry the huge hopes of parents and. God 
help us. agents 

Especially, one does not envy them their talents 
m an area when hopes can dry up forever at the 
age of 16, and where do you go from there’ It is 
not that the Nick BoUettieri Tennis Academy is 
cruel. It is sport It is any area m which talent 
comes and goes so capriciously, and so young. ^ 
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There's a 
further group 
of athletes 
u'ho shun both 
a passive 
retirement 
and the 
possibility of 
comebacks, 
and yet use 
their status to 
conduct high 
profile 
existences 













PORT is so 
vast, such an 


enormous 


soup of 
energy and 
talent, money 
and entertainment, that 
often an athlete lives in a 
blur of tenses From being 
the future to becoming the 
past IS a swift business. A 
common belief is that 
athletes, once their oai-oer 
has flagged, happily 
ensconse themselves in 
$500,000 villas by the 
Mediterranean and 
luxuriate in the sun. It is a 
fallacy, for athletes are 
restless high energy, 
people, uncomfortsWe with 
a static existence. Many, 
more evident now than 
before, are eager to 
resurrect themselves which 
leads to that painful 
phenomenon called 
comebacks But there is a 
further group of athletes, 
who shun both a passive 
retirement and the 
possibility of combacks, 
and yet use sport and their 


**With a body 
like hers 
she*d he a 
smash hit in 
the films. As it 
was she was 
the Bo Derek 
of the track”: 

AlJoyner 
about his wife 
Florence 
Griffith 






status to conduct high 
profile existences— usef ul 
existences perhaps, but 
no-ono signs on the clotted 
line unless the contracts 
include the requisite dcillar 
and publicity clauses That, 
novel- changes 

T his trend, was not sot, 
but moat acutely 
developed by Florence 
tii iffilh Joyner who sped 
into record and fashion 
Ixxiks with equal facility 
Flo Jo was not mei-ely fast, 
she was sexy, and as so 
happened, smart too 
Wmiurig, IS often not 
enough Agents need a 
personality to sell, 
sponsors rcxiuire an image 
to endorse Flo Jo, with hoi 
'athletic negligc-es' (her 
description of those 
seductive one Ic'gged body 
suits' village art painted 
nails and amazing talent 
was fHM-t'ect Not only did 
she win gold medals and 
athletic awards she als(< 
s(>euri«d worldwide offers 
for television and movie 
roles, not to mention 
commercial endorsements 
Flo Jo relireii saying, 

"My txxJy IS happy It didn't 
know what it was not to be* 
woken up at five in the 
morning and keep training 
all day" Yet even so there 
IS a high pi'csninin on her 
tune Hhe'sdomga 
liullywcKKl film, writing 
and marketingcluldreii's 
iKMiks designing outfits loi 
atlilete.s and 

nianufiu'tnnng lit>r Flo ,li> 
dolls Her heart, like all 


Edberg's coach Tony Pickard is a former player 
turned successful coach 







Coaching is 
another well 
used 

alternative, 
though tike 
commentating 
it requires 
communicati¬ 
ons and an 
incisive 
thought 
process, 
something not 
all 

sportspersons 
van he 

credited with. 
Tennis is full 
of them... 


good athletes, is clearly 
with films. “She has a great 
telent to be a famous 
actress”, says manager 
Ciordon Baskin. Currently 
working in a still untitled 
film—she plays a female 
James Bond— it was 
husband A1 Joyner who put 
things in a sharper 
perspective when he said, 
“With a body like her's 
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she'd be a smash hit m 
films. As it is she was the 
Bo Derek of the track”. 
No-one. aa expected, is 
talking about the money 
involved, (funny!} 
considering the amounts 
arc enormous. Like $7.5 
million for yet another film 
on herhfel 

Life in the glitz-lanc is 
often unreal, yet Flo Jo’s 


plans to open an orphanage 
on a 20 acre farmland is 
indicative that she is 
willing to accept 
responsibilities that so 
many athletes have 
shunned 

T he film bug has also 
bitten stunning 
Katarina Witt, the ice 
maiden with two gold 


medals and the figure of a 
Goddess The three times 
world champion and the 
Olympic winner from the 
] 984 games in Sarajevo. 
Witt was called ‘Socialism’s 
most beautiful face' by the 
Britishers and the ‘Brooke 
Shields from Karl Marx 
Stadt.’ by the American 
press 

At the 1988 Calgary 





Olympics, Witt enhanced 
her reputation as the 
darling of the crowd, 
skating with a maddening 
charm and flirting 
tcasingly with competitors 
from other countries 
Italian skier Alberto Toniba 
was so smitten by her 
(igniting rumours of a 
budding romance) that he 
came up to congratulate 


























Witi was 
vallvd 
"Socialism's 
most heautital 
face' and th< 
"lirookc 
Shields from 
hart Marx 
Stadt^ 
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Nadia desperately trying to make n In the US 


N ot all sportpeo- 
ple have the 
ability to take 
advantage of their 
celebiity status after 
retirement Nadia 
Comaneci and Bjorn 
Borg being prime ex 
amplcs Life for them 
has been tough 
Nadia Comaneci got 
lost in life alter she 
bade goodbye to gym 
nasties, in 1981 De 
spite numerous offei s 
to coach youngsters 
abroad Nadias ap 
phcdtion was turned 
down by the Roma 
man authorities repe 
atedly There were 
rumours that the 
slain president 
Ceausescu’s son. Nicu 
was pursuing her re 
lentlessly but she re 
buffed him and in 
frustration decided to 
defect 

On November 38. 
1989 she along with 
six friends crossed 
the border without 
passports near the 
souUieast Hungarian 


village of Mezogyan 
Nadia had left behind 
a ‘neatly furnished 
flat a ear and finan 
cial SKurity for the 
sake of freedom On 
arrival in Hungary 
Nadia told reporters 
she was going to 
America and leaving 
her country forever 
as she had been de¬ 
nied permission to 
work or coach or even 
travel abroad despite 
numerous offers and 
invitations 

Upon reaching 
America she disco¬ 
vered that life was not 
going to be as 
wonderful, once the 
imtial euphoria was 
over “In Romania I 
have a house a big 
house,” Che told re¬ 
porters, “but 1 wanted 
to be free, to do what 1 
want to do ” And 
what did she want to 
do’ “I intend to make 
a movie about my 
story ” She also 
wanted to be a model 
But the advertising 









FOR SOME THE MARKET CRASHES 


world felt that there 
was very little re¬ 
semblance between 
the bloated Comaneci 
and the 14-year-old 
that America had 
come to love And her 
much publicised 
affair with another 
Romanian exile Con- 
stantive Pancit also 
destroyed her image 
of innocence, as he 
was already married 
Steven Speilheig 
who had approached 


her to do a movie on 
her life, in fact aban¬ 
doned his plans when 
he came to know that 
she had become a 
i-ecklesb alcoholic and 
was pursuing mar¬ 
ried lovers 

After a short stmt 
as a co-host of a 
Miami rock music 
radio station, she did 
a 1990 calendar for 
an American publica 
tion But when more 


work was not forth¬ 
coming she went 
away to Canada and 
now flits between the 
two (xmntries doing 
whatever assign¬ 
ments she can lay 
hands upon Playboy 
magazine has re¬ 
portedly offered her 
$200,000 to star as a 
nude model, an offer 
she earlier declined 
but IS now seriously 
reconsidering 
Similarly, Bjorn 


Borg and his new wife Lorendana Berte 



Borg too has made a 
mess of his life after 
retiring from active 
tennis in 1983 
Almost eight years la¬ 
ter. today, Borg the 
mcxlel of gentlemanly 
decorum with a laser- 
sharp tennis cxincen- 
tration has emerged 
as a kind of a self 
indulgent ogre He di¬ 
vorced his first wife 
Mariana Simonescu, 
then had a son by a 
16-year-old girl, Jan 
nike Bjorling, whom 
he never married and 
then came on alleged 
suicide attempt fol¬ 
lowed by another 
marriage to Italian 
pop star Loredana 
Berte whose only 
claim to fame was a 
nude frame in Play¬ 
boy and her showy 
use of leather, whips 
and chains on-stage 

With the kind of 
reckless hfestyle he 
was leading no one 
was surprised that 
his once money¬ 
spinning Bjorn Borg 
Design Group col 
lapsed and the tennis 
great became a con¬ 
fused jiathctic man 

His recent com 
aback announcement 
most observers feel is 
an attempt to regain 
his monetary status 
after suffering a 
court defeat over his 
bankrupt fashion 
empire He was 
ordered in April 1990 
to pay around two 
million dollars to his 
creditors The sur 
prise announcement 
that he was getting 
ready to play profes¬ 
sional tennis coin¬ 
cided with his losing 
the court C£ises 
C. MarciM Rom 












Although he is 
still coy about 
the fact that 
he has his eye 
on the job of 
British sports 
minister^ the 
Tories feel 
that if his 
intelligent 
agression on 
the track is 
anything to go 
by then he 
may well be 
eminently 
suited for the 
Job 


Seb Coe by the Thames: Gunning for the post of 
British Sport’s Minister 


coaching assignment in 
Kast Germany. After the 
Berlin Wah came crashing 
down she became a 
professional coach and is 
making a financialkilhng 
with the never-ending 
queue of students aspiring 
to be ice skating 
champions 

Although she has just 
completed a TV senes on 
her life for the Sky 
Channel, she insists that 
her film career will have to 
go side by side with her 
coaching. “1 will keep 
training the kids.” she 
says. And what about 
marriage and kids of her 
own'^ ■■ Marriage is a distant 



Spitz: You can’t Just wait for the phone to ring.” Go 
and get it 


It 
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A^Aalieddv ni-ide a foray 
into the 11 lluloid wor Id But 
iuBstint astheysav d’diit 
go swimn inglv Although 
he promised to workhaid 
to become a good actoi 
when he stai tod out now 
he says he nevei seriously 
considered acting 

After winning seven gold 
medals at the 1973 Munich 
Olympics Spitz was 
relegated to playing the 
role of a dentist m a Bob 
Hope movie and did 


cummeniaio foi Seluck 
la/ois end milk It s such a 
1 idu ulous atmospht n he 
says If you havt the 
m> nt ihty to sd aiound and 
wait for phone calls But 
that s not where I wanted to 


Instead Spit/ went into 
business developing 
commei cial i eal estate and 
started a company called 
Beach Kids that 
manufactures t hildien s 
c lothes He and his wife 
Suzy have a 9 veat old son 
and in his spai e time woi ks 
as a commentate r for ABC 
But it seems the 11 times 
swimming gold medallist is 
tiring of all this as well and 
is woi kmg on a comebac k 
In 1993 SpiU Will attempt 


to lewrite Olympic histoiv 
iiiBaicclona when he will 
put on his trunks and step 
onto t hi it u ting blocks at 
the age of 43 And il he 
wins which IS a 
possibility it will be the 
comebac k of the c entui y 

T HJ^RF are no 

comebacks though for 
the foi mcr British middle 
distance runner Sebastian 
Coe who ha* c hanged 
ti acks since his i etii ement 
in 1989 Now he is raising 
hi*- voice against sporting 
politics and officialdom in 
Lngland and says he has 
the right kind of idi as to 
rejuvenate British 
athletics 


about the fact that he has his 
eye on the job of British 
sport 8 imnisUu the Tories 
feel that if lus intelligent 
agi 088101 ) on the trax k is 
anytlung to go by then he 
mav be eminently smted for 
the job 

As a Tory spokesman 
rec ently said He has an 
expel lenc c d mmd cn 
assf ttive pc rson ilit\ and a 
iholikeof fudging things 
Hi lakes situations head on | 
and IS used to getting 
thin gs done Bemg Sports 
MiTiistoi could bcr |ust a 
milt away 

C OUNI HYMAN Ian 
Botham is on a 


Although Coe is still coy | different trip altogether 





















TARAPADA BANEOJ^E 


VHay Amritrai has been 
prayer, businessman, 
actor and goodwill 
ambassador for the 
game. Now he is the 
ATP’s Player Council 
president 

The mavei u k r ncketei has 
a lot to do ever smcc he 
virtually walked out of the 
game And his lavisli ways 
need ample money 
Botham s liiestylt. is 
depend* iil upon diveise 
Of tivilu s ranging ti om s 
iw Wop ijK 1 t c lumii to 
publi sfx.aking to 
t ndoi mg roinmcicial 
piodiic tb His coll ran in the 
|uu V Uiitish tabloid Ih/ 

Alin ‘tt< h( ,140 000 
annuall\ Foi that nioni v 
anemplovtt wants 
(oiitioveisy ind Botham 
willingly piovideslhat 
Ihs lutobiography 
i IK kft My Wav is going 
into its thii d editions 
bi mging in inothi i 
tb'j (Kio iimu ilh indtiis 
bubv public sjie ikmg 
SI hi dull e tins him a tidy 
L to 000 annually Not bad 
going toi a man who hab 
long bint { be I n wntUnoff 
by aetivc enc keting 
quarters In 1 ict on a bright 
sunny day he takes to the 
skies as he is a qualified 
hr hcopter pilot 

W HA J happens if you 
aie not enamoured 
by helicopters and have 
neither the face for the 
camera or the celebrity 
status to be paid to talk‘d 
What happens il you have 
neithei the skills nor 
opportunities to have a 
rich successful varied life 








out of aport'^ No worries, 
mate, the boundanea of 
sport have been stretched 
so wide, that sport itself 
takes care of its 
performers Sport is now a 
career, not merely in the 
competitive sense, offering 
options to oven those who 
have finished playing The 
athlete now. is not 
required, out of necessity, 
to look U'yond his sport to 
survive He can exist inside 
it 

Ttie most fashionable 
(and interest iiigj option is 
ot c«)urae television 
commentuting Having 
played 6f) Test matches oi 
winning Wimbledon twice do 
not necessarily guaranttva 
good commeiitator though 
that was ditfii ult to 
decipher in the last dtvade, 
when ti'levKsion networks 
absurdly stutlod then 
booths witli anyone whose* 
name rang a bt*ll 

It remains an 

unpredictable sit uation for 
wlulc Channel 9 in 
Austialia have benig 
k'ltiiiggosomf* 
cricketers-t uri led 
commentators after nincii 
criticism, t tie Amci ic,in TV 
networks are less 
circumspect, unabashedly 
signing up Jimmy Connors 
and Cliris Evert almost 
before they retired, Yet. 
Tony Lewis and Richie 
Benaud in cricket. Fred 
Stolle, Arthur Ashe and 
Cliff Drysdale in tennis, 
James Hunt in motor 
racing and Steve Ovett in 
athletics, have proved to be 


extremely adept at the 
mike And there are a 
million more, though not so 
gifted 

Politics and power, 
though the gentoi‘1 word 
tor it IS ‘administration . is 
equally seductive in sport 
In India, must sporting 
associations axe run by 
actual politinans 
Elsewhere, sportspeople do 
it Having being actively 


never be easy as Ted Dexter, 
chairman of England's 
selection committee could 
tell you, yet it is rewarding 
as Vijay Amritraj. player’s 
council president of the 
Association of Tennis 
Professionals, will vouch 
for 

Amntraj explored 
another option that sport 
offers, that of goodwill 
ambassador Contracted by 



Apart from advertising 
for various products, 
Beckenbsuer has 
become a highly 
successful football 
coach 

involved in a sport, means 
experiencing the (inept) 
way sport is conducted, and 
the (disorganised) mannci 
in which admuiisfators 
work—translated, that 
means that loi niei 
sportspeople txilicvc they 
are qualified to do a better 
job The lack of 
administrative capabihties 
18 compensa.tt'd for by their 
better understanding ol 
player attitudes and wants 
Or so goes the myth It may 


Nabisco former sponsors 
oftlie tennis tour Aniritraj 
was required to travel 
widely selling the game as 
it weie, tliTough dimes 
smiles and <'tiai itabU* 
ap|x-arances 

C ( lACHlNG IS another 
well used alternative, 
though I'ke commentating 
it roquni s communication 
and an incisive Ihouglit 
process, something not all 
sjxjrtspeople can be 
credited with Tennis is full 
o',' them- -Tony Roche fur 
lamdl. Tony Pickai d lor 
Edberg, Dennis Ralston tor 
Yannick Noah but other 


sports are not far belund 
Australian hockey player 
Terry Walsh coaches the 
Malaysian team, Franz 
Beckenbauer and Michel 
Platini assist their 
respective national squads. 
Keith Fletcher is in line to 
coach the English cricket 
team, while Qamar Zaman 
takes care of Pakistan's 
squasti interests as a whole 
Most of these professions 
are highly 

paid Beckenbauei, lor 
example inmilhuns—and 
they also pnivide the high 
voltage, London today, ! 

Las-Vegas tomorrow- j 

lifestyle that some crave 
and most are used to Most 
of all they retain Ihcir 
respect and influence 
which for a cynic i-ould 
mean publicity. or still 
being recognised in your 
neighbourhood bai 
Whatever being the past as 
opposed to the present is 
not as lonely and 
unrewarding as it once 
Wds Ifsports IS ceaselessly 
indM’ti'il fi/i its sellout to big 
bucks and its rapid, 
ruthless 

commercialisation, then, at 
least in Uie mixli'rn world, 
sport must be credited with 
looking after its own To 
have status, an interesting 
job and a villa in the 
MedlU'rroi.Coll when you’re 
(15 years old is quite a 
compensation 
So next time your mom 
says It doesn't pay to play 
sport 

By RohM BriJiwHi and 
Marcum C. Roan 
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BOOK RELEASE 


O N September 24, 1988, Canadian 

sprinter Bon Johnson won the Seoul 
Olympic lOO metres gold medal in a 
world record 9.79 seconds. It was an 
unbelievable time. In the sort of race 
when* fractions of a second mark the 
difference between the leading runners, Johnson 
left his American rival Carl Lewis a gcxxl four feet 
behind. As it quickly turned out, that time truly 
was uiilielievable A drugs test proved that 
Johnson had used illegal means to achieve his 
astonish tng result, and he was stripped of his 
medal and his world record 
Two and a half years later, the man who 
engineered Johnson’s victory has decided to 
reveal all about the disaster in Seoul, and the 
involvement of top athletes with drugs. Canadian 
coach Charlie f’rancis has written a bcxik which 


He says: “We had a situation with a positive test 
and Ben's line of defence was, 11 ave the 
intelligence of a pomegranate and these gnys 
gave me stuff'.’ That put me in a position where I 
could be guilty of criminal assault and it no 
longer became an option to tell half the story.” 

But he isn’t bitter about the way in which his 
top runner apparently betrayed him. In fact, he 
rather understands Johnson’s motives. 

“It’s sort of like the Mafia, they shoot you in the 
kneecaps and say ‘nothing personal’. Ben wants 
to run again so he has to toe the party line.” 

Which means, of course, being seen to 
disassociate himself completely from a coach who 
has been discovered breaking the rules. In 
admitting the extent of his athlete’s drug use, 
Francis takes the view that someone has to speak 
out, if only to focus attention on finding a 


■.the coach 


C»'*''**rcau9W'hthe 




lays bare the scandal of steroid abuse, including 
detailed information on wliich of his own stable of 
stars took drugs and how they fooled the test 
system. Francis alleges that drug taking is so 
widespread that athletes have to indulge if they 
want a chance of winning. They face an 
impossible choice, he says: “They can break the 
rules and go to the top or obey the rules and lose.” 
Speed Trap has been written to put the record 
straight in the light of allegations that were made 
about him. 


It cl 

^ ^ m 


solut if ju . Personally, he has been banned for life 
from coaching and says: “I have nothing to lose, I 
can say what 1 want.” 

He is promoting the suggestion that athletes 
should be granted amnesty so they can tell their 
stories His theory is that if the sporting bodies 
know exactly what is going on, they will have a 
better chance of dealing with it. 

“I don’t know what the solution is. First you 
have to find out how everyone has been getting 
by. But the fact is that if you don’t grant amnesty 
you can’t expect athletes to come forward.” 

This sounds like promising stuff from a 







r 


A rehabilitated Johnson works 
with weights with 
ex coach Loren Seagraave 








disg'raced coach, but Francis is far from 
repentant. In fact, it is clear he does not accept 
that an athlete who wins because of steroid use 
has cheated. 

He says; “Drugs aren’t unethical in themselves, 
they become unethical if you ban them, and when 
they were banned it forced everyone to become 
pathological liars These are prescription drugs, 
not illegal street drugs, and they have a long 
track record of safety.’’ 

Of course they can be abused, he says. “Shot 
putters and weighthfters can take 100 limes as 
much, and there you have a health 


consideration.” 

But his athletes took low doses in specific 
cycles, to help them train harder, stopping the 
drug a certain number of days before an event so 
no trace would show up in a drugs test. In any 
case, steroids taken before a race would acttially 
hinder performance, as they cause fluid retention 
which can stiffen the muscles. Why traces were 
found in Johnson’s body in Seoul is still a 
mystery to Francis. Surprisingly, he finds it 
difficult to draw the line between natural 
training aids like liver and iron extracts or 
'/itamin supplements, and artificial ones like 


The new Johnson: A leaner look 


Francis’ 
athletes took 
low doses in 
cles 



stopping the 
chwacertain 
number of days 
before the 
event.Jnany 
case steroids 
taken beforea 
race would 
actually hinder 
perfonnance. 
Why traces 
were found in 
Johnson’s body 
kiSeoulisstiia 
mrsteryto 
rlrands 
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**}Ne had a situation with a 
positive test and Ben’s line of 
defence was, have the 
intelligence of a pomegranate 
and these guys gave me the 
stuff’... It^ sort of like the 
Mafia, they shoot you in the 
kneecaps and say ^nothing 
personal’. Ben wants to run 
again so he has to toe the party 
line” 



steroids Their effect is similar, but better, he 
claims 

“Steroids enable athletes to achieve incredible 
results You can do vastly more work Fairness is 
a different issue and it only comes in once the ban 
IS made People talk about ethics and values, but 
to me that’s not productive ” 

Athletes choose to take drugs because of their 
urge to wm. he says “Money is being bandied 
around as the reason for this, but dmg abuse is 
greatest in spxjrts where there is the least money, 
like shot putting 

"Athletes are driven to succeed They love the 
sport, they want to be as good as they can get, 
they don’t want to be left belund ’’ 

The fact that other top athletes were benefitmg 
from the unfair advantage of steroid use put 
Francis in a difficult jxisition, he says “I’m a 
coach, my athletes are looking to me to succeed, 
and to see if they can better their lives 

“I said this IS what’s out there, this is what your 
opponents are doing you have to make the 
decision ’’ 

Personally, it appears Francis had already , 

made his decision He reveals “1 took drugs 
myself as an athlete back in 1973 and found 
them effective ovei a short penod” 

“Later I took them again to do weight training, 
and in a few weeks I was back to my best of all 
those years before ’’ He adds T wasn t prepared 
to give the athletes anything I wouldn’t take 
myself ’’ 

Although he has been banned for life, Francis 
IS maintaining links with the sport He has done 
some commentating, specifically at the event 
where Ben Julmson returned to the track and has 
written various articles He is also woi king on a 
traimng manual foi coaches, asserting ‘ With or 
without drugs the traimng concepts are the 
same, there is just a different curve of response 
and recovery ’’ 

According to the rules, he has a ehanee to 
appeal against his ban after seven years but 
P’rancis is adamant that he will not do so My ban 
was a PR gesture 1 was already on record as 
saying that I would never coach again The only 
way I could appeal is if 1 repent and change my 
story Then 1 could be clean like everyone else, 
with a nod and a wink ’’ 

It sounds odd, but he has no regrets about the 
circumstances which overtook him 

“Did ] do the best job 1 could undei the 
circumstances and make a reasonable dci'ision 
based on information I had^ Yes 1 did I put my 
athletes’ mterests first, 1 did my best to make sure 
they didn’t test positive, I worked as hard as I 
cculd and I did the job m the way I knew it could 
be done ’’ 

AP NEWS FEATURES 

Speed Trap by Charlie Franas is published by Qrafton, price 
£14 99 
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T Hil. a little over a year 
ago, he was the 
“Monarch” of Indian 
cricket He led the 
undefeated Indian 
team in a four match 
Test series in Pakistan. It was a 
noteworthy feat but was 
unfortunately not hailed as such. 
On the contrary, because of his 
woeful showing with the bat (97 
runs in seven innings) 
Krishnamachari Srikkanth was 
given the boot. Not only was he 


temporary one. And sure enough 
he was brought back to play, 
under Azharuddin, at Sharjah in 
April. But when the team to tour 
England was announced, 
Srikkanth was again not 
considered. He was not recalled 
for the matches against Sri Lanka 
and did not even get the nod for 
the Asia Cup despite having, 
arguably, the beet one-day record 
among Indian batsmen. 

With a hectic schedule ahead, 
including visits from the West 


Indies and Pakistan, Srikkanth 
probably reckoned that he still 
had a chance of staging a 
comeback. Unfortunately for him 
neither the West Indians nor the 
Pakistanis could make it. So 
Srikkanth now has to wait until 
the 1991-92 season to try and 
make a comeback. 

He certainly has not gven up 
hope of playing for India again. 
Being impulsive by nature—^very 
much like his batting—it was 
thought by some that Srikkamth 


I **Look,'*lietoiatibl« 
oorrespondenl iviieii 
questiraad about lite 
batting style. 
"People know me, 
they knopr what to 
expeet of me. That Is 
my battiniT style. If 
they expeet me to bat 
for elffht hours and 
score 200, well that 
is not my ^pe 
tfame. 1 can More a 
quiekOO, aqnlek 100 
in an hour or two. 
They have to aoe^t 
that as my Imttiii^ 
style.** 


sacked from the captaincy but he 
was not even in the team that 
toured New Zealand almost 
immediately afterwards. 

It was generally thought that 
the dismissal of the dashing 
opening batsman from Tamil 
Nadu would only prove to be a 



MADRAS MUSINGS _ 

Can Srikkanth Ever 
Min It Back? 


The message is clear. Why is 
one of the most charlsmaitic 
and entertaining cricketers 
around not being given a 
chance? 









would hastily announce his 
ret] rement In fact, possibly hurt 
by repeated rejections by the 
selectors, Srikkanth's attitude 
during the 1990-91 domestic 
season became increasingly 
casual His leadership of the Tamil 
Nadu team—on paper the 
strongest side in the South 
Zone—came in for criticism The 
state team did not qualify, against 
all expectations, for the knock out 
stage 

A lot of the blame was attached 


He certainly has not 
given up hope of 
plasrini; for India 
attain. Being 
impulsive by 
nature—very much 
like his batting—it 
was thought by some 
that Srikkanth would 
hastily announce his 
retirement. In fact, , 
pMsibly hurt by 
repeated rejecttc^ 
hy the selectors, 
Srikkanth*s attitvude 
during the 1990-91 
dcnnestie season 
became increasingly 
casual 


to Snkkanth for this critics said 
that he lacked the inspiring 
leadership quahties and the 
fighting spirit that someone like 
Venkutaraghavan mfused in the 
side when things looked bleak 
They also blamed his casual 
outlook with regard to net 
practice and strategy on the field 
Some teammates also openly 
spoke out against their skipper 
Fortunately Snkkanth has it m 
him to take cnticism like water 
rolling off a duck's back He is not 


Srikkanth at home with hit 
father (left), wife (oehtre)and 
son (right). He must be missing 
the tram lunches and dinners 

insensitive but has the ability to 
take the argument into the 
enemy’s camps, BO to say One 
cnticism was that to get back to 
the Indian team he should acquire 
valuable runs He did have a lean 
season with the bat m the Rapji 
trophy but came good with a 
valuable half century for South 
Zone against West Zone m the 
Duleep Trophy Semi-final His 
knock, however, was drowned m 
the avalanche of centimes scored 
m the competition 
Srikkanth. however, is not 
bothered, by this criticism 
“Look,” he told this correspondent 
when questioned about it “People 
know me, they know what to 
expect of me That is my battmg 
style If they expect me to bat for 
eight hours and score 200, well 
thatisnotmy type of game loan 
score a quick fifty, a quick 
hundred m an hour or or two 
They have to accept that as my 
battmg style I cannot change and 
I don’t mtend to alter my natural 
style" 

Does he hope to make a 
comeback for the tour to Australia 
and the World Cup*^ “I shall make 
a comeback" Snkkanth vows with 
a determination m his voice and 
an emphasis on the word “shall” 
Past records m Austraha are in 
his favour too During both the 
World Championship of cncket m 
early 1985 and the full tour m 
1965-86, he had an impressive 
record On the latter tour he 
shared the Mam of the Senra 
award with Kapil Dev 
At 31. Snkkanth is still fit and 
rarm’togo He plays regularly for 
his team Alwarpet m the local 
league In the meamtime, he has 
spent most of the past year or so 
expanding his busmess mterests 
for he knows that his cnoketing 
career cannot last much longer 
and he has to build a sound base 
for the future Away fixtm the 
game, hfo for him centres around 
his lovely home m Neelankarai on 
the outskirts of Madras, his wife 
Vidya and his two sons Adltya and 
Amrudh 
Partab Ramdumd 
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O KAY ItBtime 
again to broak 
away from the 
regular mode and 
er some of the 
queries that’ve been 
coming in And we’re 
happy to note that more 
and more of you people 
are getting htness 
consoiouR It's a tough 
world out there and 
you’ve gotta be in peak 
shape to tackle It nghf^ 
The first lettei we’re 
dealing with this week is 
ftrom 22-year-old Rajesh 
Mishi a of Cuttack A 
member of his State s 
table tennis team, 

Rajesh also plays tennis 
and cricket but a 
motorcycling accident 
has him out of action 
with a ligament injury 
m his knee While the 
ipjury Itself isn t 
cripplmg, he s been 
advised a six-month 
layoff from sport and 
IS horrified to see the fat 
accumulating around 
his gut' 

Well, Rajesh, the first 
thing to accept about 
knee injuries IS that s 
they take time to mend 
And the less pressure 
you put on them during 
that healing period the 
better So if your doc’s 
said SIX months stick 
to it 

But that doesn’t mean 
you get podgy while 
you’re out of action 
Since you obviously 
can’t do any running or 
skipidng-—that’s 
mur^r cq;i the knees, as 


you know—it’s m the 
cardio-vasculai 
department that you’re 
suffering Which means 
you aren’t burning up 
enough oxygen and, 
therefore, calories All 
the sit-ups m the world 
won’t keep your waist as 
trim as it was before Oh 
sure, it’ll build nppled 
muscle but it’ll all be 
hidden under an ugly 
layer of fat 

So the only thing to do 
is cut your calorie mtake 
for this six-month 


penod If you’re really 
desperate to sti^ In 
shape. Since you 
obviously aren’t leadong 
as active a hfb as you 
were before the accident, 
you don’t need as much 
food either But if that’s 
going to be tough to do, 
then let yourself go for 
this six-month penod 
and then work extra 
hard after you've 
fully recovered 
As for your problem 
with backache, you 
haven’t clariRed 
whether it is an overall 
ache or just something 


that afC^ots the iqdnal 
regioaitf the lower baok. 
While an overall aii^be 
oouM mean just that 
body 18 reacting to the 
relatively sedentary 
lifestyle, a more 
localised pain m the 
lower back might mean 
you’ve hurt your sidne 
too Keeping that m 
nund, it wo^d be wiser 
to stay away from 
weight tiaiiung 
exercises that place 
pressure on the spine. 

Do curls and 
hght-weight squats or 
raises But avoid the 






Question 

Time 


praates firon ft itandingr 
POiltiOO M tbiQT 
oc aapr e aa tfaaipine 
Howvvbt. tbere 
diouldn't be anything 
wrtmg with the bench 
press Iklatce sure you're 
very secure on the bench 
and localise the effort to 
the upper back, chest 
and shoulders That way 
jrou don't put the back 
muscles under stress 
And finally, don’t get 
too desperate to stay as 
(it as you were All of us 
undergo setbacks m our 
lives, so It’s just 
something you’ll have to 
see through Your 
primary concern should 
be to get that knee back 
to top gear, the rest will 


come automatically 

The next letter is firom 
B Surendran of Madras 
And he’s a little 
confused about thas 
"new-fangled 
oardio-vascmlar stufT 
Have things changed so 
much in the world oi 
fitness that old exerdses 
like push-ups and 
sit-ups aren’t enough, 
he asks 

It’s all very relative, 
Surendran If you’re 
happy to sport a V-shape 
with bulgmg biceps and 
nppling triceps, then 
y^ don’t really need to 
bother about all this 
oardlo-whatever atuff 
But if you're oonoemed 
about an overall level of 


fitness which is 
^vWr ^’hmgt.Vuit OOmW 
on With age-~then jurt 
push-ups and sit-ups 
axsn't going to do the 
trtok 
You see, 

oardio-vasoular fitness 
is all about oxygen And 
how much of it you use 
A marathoner might not 
look hks the fittest 
person on earth, but m 
oardio-vasoular terms, 
he or she is about the 
bwt epeoimen we can 
find Their lung 
capacity is amazing, 
altowing them to use 
oxygen to keep them 
gomg and fight fatigue 
On the other hand, a 
champion bodybuildm* 
like Arnold 

Schwarzenegger might 
hog the covers of all the 
fitness mags, but ask 
hun to run even a few 
kilometree and he’s 
history Oh sure, he’ll 
cover the distance, but 
never at the pace the 
pencil-thin marathoneie 
wdl 



So it’s really up to you 
If yott1« ksen on btii^ 
fit for a better Ilfs, than 
ifs cardiovascular 
workouts you should 
opt for But if you’re just 
haj^ with looking 
good and fiexing the odd 
muscde or two to attrad 
the girls, then stick with 
thebasloesercisee Of 
course, you’d do well to 
remember that ifscnly 
oardiovascular stuff 
thafU bum the fat and 
make your muaclss 
really stand out! 

And finally, we have 
one letter (Tom New 
Delhi where J.S, ffing^ 

IS very eager to tnm his 
‘love handles’ Gcxxifor 
you, J S , because tiiafs 
about the toughest 
bodypart to tackle ..and 
the fact that you Ye 
talking about it means 
you’re a perfectionist 
And there aren’t too 
many those around 
Side bends and trunk 
twiata are just what the 
doctor ordered for you 
All the iron-pumping <»- 
sit-ups in the world 
won’t take off that 
irritating bulge of fet on 
the Bidee of your 
waistline Butifyou’re 
playing some sport 
wMbh invaives a lot of 
strstdbing—not 
bilUards, iileaae—and 
vigorous twisting like 
beakstball, then you’re 
doing film. Otherwise 
ifs the side bends and 
trunk twists that you 
Should attack with. Do 
them with ooxTeot fonn 
and youll feel the effect 
inthesides Andthafs 
what will eventually 
attack the lovehandlss 
Oofor it, guys. 
the tips we've given you 
b^p out; and & writs in 
to 1st us know how they 
worked. 

Rsideia we wetpoms ts send 
k their fflnww ctueHss to lbs 
Rtness CoNirnn. AH opaMSou 
wW be snswsrsdl to the best of 
OurSbimiss 





PACEAmCKI 


A s Enfi^lund limp 
away from their 
defeat in the 
Ashes senes and 
New Zealand, a leading 
athleticscuaeh Wilf 
Paish. 18 teaehmg a 
revolutionary method to 
Yoi kshire fast bowlers, 
which event ually could 
help bnng greater 
< wondei why the use of 
the comparative 
superlative) success to 
English cricket 
There arc three 
partic-ulai objections to 
the present day method 
of fast bowling First, 
there is a belief that 
cricket is always a 
side-on game It is 
accepted wisdom that, 
when bowling fast, the 
back fcxit should be 
parallel to the crease, 
with the front foot at 
about 35 degrees to the 
line of the pitch 
However, crickeU‘r8 arc 
not flexible enough to 
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T«(»rtlnn».»i »!« -opw*' I 
,iriHin bowiinf) aenon j 

ai'hieve this position 
satisfactorily in the 
diiwtion which they 
want to run Paish has 
recoin mendt«d a more 
open bowling aition, 
with more of the Inxly 
• facing the batsman 
I Secondly, 1 he front 
foot should not be raisixl 


SPORTING 


I 


so high in the air in the 
delivery stride “You 
want to get the front foot 
on the ground as soon as 
possible and rotate the 
body,’ Paish said 
Cricketers traditionally 
believe that speed m fast 
bowling comes from a 
cartwheel action 
Third, Paish says tliat 
fast bowlers take too 
long run-ups Steve 
Back ley, the world 
record holder in javelin 
takes only nine strides 
and Paish thinks that 
bowlers need only 11 
strides at tbe most 
Javelin throwing and 
fast bowling, did he say‘* 
Time to bnng back 
Roger Hinny' 

GOMPBOMiSi 

nniVERSin this 
Mj season's Formuhi One 
motor rac ing^ World 
Championship will earn 
10 pom ts for a win 
instead of nine. FISA 
announced FISA said 
its F-1 commission also 
Hg-i’eed at a meeting held 
in Pans that each 
driver's 14 best results 
ol the season will count 
towards the 


cliamiaonabip. Until 
now, only tbe top 11 
results from the 16 race 
senes were counted. Tbe 
decision to increase tbe 
figure to 14 appears to 
be a compromise after an 
esLTher proposal to let all 
results be included in 
the final standings was 
rejected 


S ports PROMOTER 

Don King may offer 
bank regulators a way 
out of a po’itioal mess 
involving Freedom 
National Bank, the 
Harlem institution that 
failed last year. Under a 
proposal deal to revive 

















Don King solving 
financial problems. 
And this time not his 
own 

the bank. King would 
reoapitaliae the 
institution and assume 


RSA’s new proposal 
seems to be a 
compromise 





its remaining assets, 
with additional funds to 
be provided by the 
Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation. 
The deal would allow 
restitution to uninsured 
depositors—many of 
them charities like the 
United Negro College 
fund—^who lost half 
their money when the 
bank failed. But 
banking with Don King 
oould be even more 
dicey. 


STEBOIDSBIU _ 

M ENZiES 

CAMPBELL Liberal 
Democrat spokesman 
and a former athlete, 
introduced a bill in the 
British House ol 
Commons foi the 
governmental ban of the 
use of anabolic steroids 
as a drug He said that 
there is hardly any sport 
that did not have cheats 
trying to out wit nature 
The di age were 
damaging to health and 
life threatening Most 
people think that this 
bill has little chance of 
making further 
progress 


OLYMPICS 2000 


nms by London or 
O Manchester to host 
the turn-of-the-century 
Olympics arc seen as 
nothing short of a total 
irrelevance in German 
eyes, because nobetdy m 
Germany doubts ior a 
moment that they will be 
held anywhere else 
other than the united 
Berlin 

Even in the days 
before the wall came 
down, the mayors of the 
two hal ves of tne city 
were talkingaoout a 
joint applicaticn As the 
drive to unification 
gathered pace no less a 



President George 
Bush recommends 
that Berlin gets the 
turn-oMhe*century 
Olympics 

person than UtS 
Pi esident George Bush 
suggested Berlin would 
be a good venue for the 
2000 Olympics And 
what Bush wants Bush 
gets Ol does he’’ 

MATCHPOINT ~ ~~ 

S ports chairmen 
seem to be the order of 
the day on the little 
screen. After Sunil 
Gavaskar’s swivelling 


chair and Prakash 
Padukone’s sit-in come ! 
Vijay Amritraj with | 
Matohpoint, a series on , 
golden moments of 
tennis at Wimbledon 
firom 1071 onwards. The 
serial, produced by 
Radiant Sports 
Management, goes on 
the air soon. 

And it’s quite flashy, 
in keeping with tennis 
ace’s Hollywood image. 
The credit titles appear 
with catchy 

thriller-music, probably 
anticipating a Bond 
around-the-court and 
love-alls of a different 
kind 

What is interesting 
about the serial, which 
Amritraj anchors with | 
panache, are shots of the 
social aspects of 
Wimbledon peaches’n 
cream, English lasses 
eating strawberries and 
cream. Rolls Royoes 
disgorging the nobility 
and. in case you forgot, 
great moment of tennis. 

A TV serial on 

Wimbledon anchored 
by Vijay Amritraj 
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READERS 


QUESTIONS 


I Who IS the 
. first 

sportsman from 
the Eastern Bloc to 
appear m a western 
commercial*^ 

2 He wanted to 
. be a pilot, but 
changed his mind 
after seeing a 
bloody crash and 
became a shoe 
shme boy instead 
Today he’s a legrend 
in his sport Who is 
he*^ 

3 Which sport, 

. originally 
named‘Pune’ was 
invented in India*^ 

4 All race 
. horses have 
the same official 
birthday What is 
iV> 

5 A toxm IS a 
. poison and a 
philtre IS a love 
potion What is a 
toxophiltre*^ 

6 He was 

. famous loi his 
cool temperament 
and steely nerves 
But as a youngster 
he was very nasty 
and was even 
suspended bv his 
National Tennis 
Association Who is 
he*? 


try Bom m a poor 

will get through 

1 • family he used 

my legs ” Who is 

to sell watermelon 

he*? 

seeds for a hving 



Q *‘I am for 

Once when he 

O • tennis because 

failed m an exam 

my son will earn 

hesaid,‘*WhatI 

much more if he 

will not get 

plays tenms ” Who 

through the pen, I 

said this*? 


RATING TEST 


Above 14: With you wen pari of oor quiz taem 
Batwaan 11 ami 14: You are not too bad 
Below 11: Bpo/fmiwfif readlnp raoommaodad 


ANSWERS 


1 Gary Kasparov 

2 Pels 

3 Badminton 

4 1st January 

5 Student of archery 

6 GjomBorg 

7 ^id Aouita 

8 Sunil Gavaskar 

9 Borg (the player), John McEnroe (the baflboy) 

10 '‘On God, pleaae let Victor Trumper score a 
cenhiry m Australia s total of 127 * Written by 
Neville Cardus 

11 Fair play in hockey World Cup 

12 Hourglass 

13 Steve Backiey 

14 The Indian Post 

15 Starbre Girl ndden by jockey Pesi Shroff 



9 Two of the 
. greatest tennis 
players of all time 
made their debut at 
the US Open (1973) 
on the same day, in 
the same match, 
one of them as a 
player and the 
other as a ball boy 
Name them 


JL W . most 
famous prayer m 
cricket*? 

1 -4 What IS 
X .theFrank 
Rene trophy 
awarded for *? 

H O What was 
X M . the shape of 
a tennis court in 
the early days*? 

o Who won 
X O . the Athlete 
of the Year’ award 
for 1990*? 

M A Vijaypat 
X . Singhania 
holds the world 
record for the 
shortest flight 
duration of 22 
days, from 
England to India in 
a single-seater 
aircraft Wfhatwas 
the name of the 
airciaft*? 

■4 pr Who won 
X O • this year’s 
Indian Derby and 
Indian Oaks*? 














England Launches New 
Weapon 


4 million soccer fans 

P OLITICAL satirists are having a field day, 
courtesy Saddam Hussein. Luckily for 
them, world happenings are so favourable 
to their brand of writing that their humour 
has taken on a new dimension and more often 
than not. the subject seems to be with unerring 
regularity, Iraq and its ruler 
One such satirist (British, no doubt) seems to 
have the answer on how to tackle Saddam 
Hussein’s much acclaimed and battle hardened 
land forces In his analysis he feels that among 
all the countries that have come together to 
form the Alhed forces, England seems to have 



the edge when it comes to the much awaited 
land war This strength hes not in the British 
forces who are doing duty in the hot sands of 
the Middle East but in the followers of a certain 
sport in Britain who would make excellent 
ground soldiers 

You guessed it, ht’s talkmg about the football 
fans! Says satirist Argus Hamilton m his essay 
on Britain’s role m the war “Thank God 
Mother England 18 with us m this venture She 
may not have a very large army, but she's got 
four milhon soccer fans no nation wants to 
face.” 

Maybe he has got a point, even though this 
plan may not find favour with the drafters of 
the Geneva Ccmvention. 


A HORSE CALLED GaZZA 


Better than his namesake 

P AUL GASCOIGNE 
IS falling m the 
British 

popularity chails a 
bit Either that, or 
he’s got horsesenso 
Let’s tell you why 
Thei‘e is. in the 
English horseracmg 
circles, a horse called 
Gazza He is not a bad 
horse apparently and 
will soon be making 
his debut in the 
National Hunt From 
thenc’e on. he will be 
transferred onto the 
hurdles and 
subsequently to 
chasing 

Under a ]ockey club 
ruling pormi«ision 
must be sought if a 
horse i,s called attei a 


Lessons in bad behaviour 


For Mike Gatting 

M r mike GATTINO we sure hope you 
read this and wij^onder why you never 
thought of tins Maore A Venezuelan 
baseball inanager wasfined for attempting to 
bite an umpire in the xteck A baseball match 
was in progress between Cardenales deLat;i 
and the Leones, (lions) de Caracas A rather 
important match because it was going to 
decide the winner of a championship 
Therefore, the atmosphere was rather tense, 
and .soon there was chaos 
Domingo Carrasequel of the Carde nales, was 
upset when a Lion called Jesus Alfaro was 
given not out Then* was the championship at 
stake and he approached the imipire 
protesting furiously, jumped upon him, seized 
his neck and pre*pared to sink his fangs into 
the pix r man’s neck 
The umpire was saved when the Lions 
dragged Domingo off and went on to win 4-3 
Domingo was later fined by the chairman of 
the baseball association so that “Baseball rules 
ind sportmg behaviour in Venezuela be 
maintained ’’ 

Maybe next time Mr Gattmg should try this 
out Pointing fmgers doesn't helpt 



living (or recently 
dead)person Gazza 
when asked said yes 
(surprise surprise), 
so long as a quarter of 
any prize money goes 
to chanty lor 
teenaged eanc’ei 
vietims Is Gazza 
going soft’ 

Told you he s got 
horsesense 













Whatever be the decision on the Delhi-Punjab Ranji Trophy 
controversy, it seems the issue has ended the existing detente 
between the two factions within the Board 


T he Delhi-Pxinjab cncket 
dispute has become India's 
“War of the Roses” The 
dispute has historical orif^ns, 
mingled with personal rivalry 
and BC!CI politicking 
Renowned television commentator Ravi 
Chaturvedi summed up the entire 
controversy very nicely saying, 
“repercussions of the BCXIl elections in 
September 1990 were evident in the 
Delhi'Punjab dispute ” The issue ol 
contention is really the proverbial case of 
makmg ‘a mountain out of a molehill 
The comedy of errors started on the 
morning of the Delhi vs Punjab North 
Zone Ranji Trophy match B Nagaraja 
Rao, the Karnataka umpire posted for 
the match, failed to turn up Ironically 
Nagaraja Rao was a last minute 
replacement for A V Jayaprakash, also 
of Karnataka, who was unavailable due 
to a family bereavement 
DDCA general secretary Dr S S 
Sareen says, “there was no second 
umpire till 10 p m (on the eve of the 
match) We were m a fix Then we 
appomted Mr Pritam Sood, one of the 
five Delhi umpires on the Ranji panel, as 
a stand-bye umpire There is no provision 
m the Board’s regulations on how to act 
m such a situation it is surprising that 
umpires have not been reporting for 
Ranji matches Since the 1990 BCCl 
elections, many umpires have played 
truant The lack of co-ordination is 
surprising and there is more than meets 
the eye In the Delhi vs Haryana North 
Zone match the appointed umpire did 
not turn up and wc played with a local 
stand bye umpire 

Demonstrating against the 
incompetence of DDCA's officlais. The 
antl-eetabllshment feeling Is on a high 

w - - 











For the turbulent Biehen Bedj, the DDCA 
evokes unpleasant memories The distrust has 
a lonj? history which commenced a decade ago 
m 1980-81 In those days, Bedi was the Delhi 
skipper m d.ispute with the DDCA officials, 
particularly the Mehra clan who controlled 
cricket in Delhi 

When Bedi became involved in the DDCA 
administration he did not last long Within a 
year, factionalism in the DDCA emerged and 
Bed! WHS out of office An embittered Bedi left 
foi Punjab Since then he has nurtured Punjab 
cru ket and has naturally harboured rancour 
towards the DD( ’A So Bedi's distrust of 
DIXJA'fe motivations has historical origins 

Whilst Bedi nurtured cricket m Punjab, the 
suave bureaur rat Indcrjit Singh Bindra 
controlled the Punjab Cricket Association 
Punjab's cricket got added importance when 
I S Bindra became an influential 
vice-president of the BCCI Punjab now vied 
with Delhi to assume the mantle of a cricket 
power in the North The 1990 BCCI elections 
exacerbated the ego problems between Bindra 
and the DDCA Bindra fell the DDCA had left 
hiH faction in the lurch and supported Scxndia 
loi the post of president Earlier. DDCA 
president K K Mehra was a member of the 
BBCl ot which Bindra was a vice-president A 
piqued Bindra thus sought to avenge earlier 
slights and omissions by the DDCA So there 
wore numei ous causes which aggravated the 
Delhi Punjab Raiyi cricket dispute No 
wonder Bindra accepted to have a rematch, 
provided all the DIXJA officials resigned their 
posts Aftei all, all’s fair in politics 


Pntam Sood was replsu’ed by an available 
umpire Mr AmlCho'\dlhury who is not 
on the national Ranji panel Anil 
Chowdhury functioned only as a square 
leg umpire or dummy umpire 

Delhi skipper K P Bhaskar initially 
protested at the choice of Anil 
Chowdhury as a square leg umpire He 
explains "I protested vei bally against 
the appointment of Anil Chowdhury as a 
square leg umpii e as he is not on the 
Ranji panel Attei all even as a square leg 
umpire he gives decisions on stumpings 
and photofinish run outs However as 
Bedi was insisting on it accepted the 
change sportingly 

DDCA s general sec relax y Dr SS 
Sareen took a similar stance when 
explaining the situat ion to the t echmeal 
committee He said There is no such 
thing as ad immy umpire Even from 
square leg he gives decisions about 
stumpings and run outs So we were 
right to r eplac e Mr Chowdhury with Mr 
Sood after lunch on the first day ’ 

Some Cl itics maintain that though 
DDCA’s intentions of replacement of an 
umpire wer e good 1 hey erred on a point 
of law and unwittingly played into the 
hands of the Punjab (’ric ket Asscxnation 
Punjab protested when Sood replaced 
Chowdhury Bedi said DDCA officials 
acted as if they wi*i e a law unto 
themselves 

General Secietary Sareen stresses that 
the replacement ol the umpire was no 
lapse ‘ We wanted tin game to run 
smcxithly It was no lapse on our part In 
fac t we cover ed up the lapse of the BCCI 
and particularly that of the umpires’ 
committee 

The technical committee docked the 
points Delhi got in their convincing nine 
wicket victory over Punjab The working 
comrmttee of the Board met at Bombay on 
Feb 18 to review the decision But Board 
secretary Jagmohan Dalmiya said more 
time was needed to study the evidence A 
senior member of the Board said, “An 
extra week was given so that a consensus 
could be reached The BCCI tries to 
resolve all sue h controversies by 
consensus ’ 

Sadly like a political crisis, this cricket 
dispute has snowballed into an 
acrimonious IS lue Whatever be the ^ 

ultimate outcome this week,there is no 
hiding the fact that factionalism within 
the B^I, Bindra and Bedi prestige, 
umpiring committee lapses and several 
other related issues are at stake m this 
dispute 

Navy KopMlIa, New MM 



DELHI DEFENCE 



Subfih Chopra (DOCA Patna tlm» 
1987-88): The prestige aiui rigid 
stances of certain officials led to 
the delay in this vital decision. It 
is a minor technical issue which 
could easUy have been reserved, 
but the dispute got needlessly politicised. The 
payers suffered in this dispute between 
officials. Mr I.S. Bindra of the PCA should 
reconsider his decision. He has made his poinA. 
Let them agree to a replay» without asking 
DDCA officials to resign. The BCCl president 
Mr Madhavrao Scindia has a pro-player image. 
If he takes a decision against the players' 
interest, this image will suffer. 



Or. S.S. SareeA (DDCA geaerol 
storetary): The controversy defies 
logic. The BCX3I working 
committee should reoon^er t]^ 
decision of the technical 
committee. There was no logic in 
the decision. No bonus points was given to 
either team. But no criteria is stated as to wli^. 
Punjabwerejustawarded 12 points. Was it * ; 
done to make them second in the North Zone; " 
so that they could avoid playing Bombay in 
knock out round?Cricket should be decided i^ 
the playing fields not In committee rooms. * 



Slirinder Ktianna (former Detbi aad 
Te^ wloketkaaper): Delhi won the 
match vs Punjab but the players 
weie being needlessly penalised. 
Why should the Delhi players 
—I suffer, due to the power struggle 
in the Board. It was basically an ego problem of 
some important officials. The delay in the BGCI 
decision added to the confusion. I think a 
replay is the best solution. Surely Punjab do 
not want to play the knock out stage with a 
back door entry. That is not cricket. Let the 
decision be on cricketing merits. 


Lakhmlr Singti (Delhi Dale, cricket menaper): 

Officials are expendable,not players, The game 
is more important than mere technicalities. 

The Delhi team, one of the best in the country, 
does not deserve to be pimished for technical 
lapses. Let there be a proper enquiry as to why 
the neutral umpire did not come. Was it a 
pre-planned move to sabotage the game? 

DDCA can be punished by not awarding them a 
Test match or one day international next time. 



Madan Lai (former Dalhi CUniaraad 
Tffsf player): Officials are 
responsible for the chaos. The 
BCCl should alumys consider the 
players tmd not the pr^tige at 
important officiefe should 
matter. Why should the Delhi eriok«rt tiaam 
suffer? The DOXJA officials can be penalised or 
warjued. There ^uld be wa inquiry as to why 
the desispuded umpire did not reach on 
time . Delhi players should not be viotimieed; 
ha this dispute. , 


Ravi (Miahirvcdi (Talevisloa commaatator): Cricket 
matches are decided <mi the ground. Delhi won 
convincingly on the ground.-Even Bedi admits 
that Pritam Sdod made no controversial 
decision which altered the match- So the 
dispute was a technical one. The verdict of the 
mat(^ should not have been altered, outside the 
ground. Delhi as a permanent Test venue is the 
convenor of running cricket at all levels in 
, horth India. Thus,why cannot tl»y have the 
jurisdiction of appointing ah umpire for a 
; oruoialmatch, if the neutral umpire has not 
. Coafe. After all it is hot fair to play a crucial 
matchi with one umpire at both mids. 

■IStehSsiii » fiyWlsyAm»«m>s^ 
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■ li ■ < Kjuslnot 

■ cfirkct Thi-re's 

H iiothni^r lu talk 

■ alxnit whoii <)JH? 

team plays fairly and the 
other fiti«.'sirt’' fumed 
Syed Kirmam inside the 
dres.sinp- room 'J’he 
4 1 -yoai' old Kaiaiataka 
captain's mitraffe was 
understandable His 
fe'um had just been 
kncH ked out of the Kanji 
^I’rophy and that tcxi 
after seoiaiiR almost 800 
runs in an inmiiffs 

It was yet af^'ain the 
tpiotient rule (runs 
divided by overs faced) 
which was Benpral's 
saviour as Karnataka 
wore nudg'ed out 
tx'cause the home team 
creditably (and fairly! 
worked the quotient rule 
to their advantage. 

When the match ended. 
Hengal had a quotient of 
3 20 as against 
Ka rnataka’s 3 17 and 
the visitors finally paid 
the pmialty of bowling 
five overs less in the 
iiialeh 

(inly last season, 
Bengal had ridden the 
qni'tient rut('(it was 
I'lins riivuied by wickets 
fallen then) toi'linch the 
Tlanji Trophy after 
waiting for 51 years 
Hnt never was the 
tension so high as this 


BengaFs 
intelligent use 
of the quotient 
rule and some 
admirable 
batting by 
Srikant 
Kalyani and 
Snebasish 
Ganguly, was 
enough to send 
the Karnataka 
team home 
unhappy 




Bengal versus 
Karnataka quarter final 
match, whieh was 
riveting literally till the 
last delivery was bowled 
Aftei’ Kai’iiataka had 
set tlieir best ever total 
of 791 for the loss of six 
wickets, veiy few gave 
the Ranji Ti’ophy 
champions a clianco to 
gain a semi-final berth 
Bengal began chasing 
the 'impossible" 
immediately after lea on 
the third day and by 
draw of slumps had lost 
captain Pronob Roy. one 
of the men capable of a 
big scoi'e 


RANJI TINIPNYfmillR fWAL: 
BENGAL KATSlUIRNATAKA 


Smeui 

Moves 








To be fair conditions 
were not really ideal 
when the Bengal 
openers went out to bat 
They had spient ovei 16 
hours on the field and 
were obviously tired 1o 
end the day with all 


wereintiouble Ashok 
Malhotra exited next 
and Bengal’s chances 
had virtually 
evapoiated 
But there Was still 
Srikant Kalyani A man 
who had a point to 


prove The Bengal 
selectors thought he was 
not good enough to play 
for the state Thefoimei 
Mahai ashtra c aptain 

Srikant Kalyani 
magnificent 



wickf ♦s inta< t would 
havr been a jir i f f < t 
beginii ngbut with Kov 
ba( k in the pavilion 
Kaiiiatakahad n idi the 
dtcisive first niu ^ 
Bengal wore undt i 
pressuit when play 
began on the foui t h dd> 
Ai un Lai who lias been 
Bf ngal s bi ight 
shining guiding light 
was gone A pal of 
gloom descendf 1 on the 
Eden Gardens rndonce 
opeiiei Miiitu 1) is was 
out bcloie lunch Bengal 


But the man who 
somewhat paled 
Kalyam’s 
immense 
contribution was 
Snehasish 
Ganguly, who 
cracked his fifth 
Ranji Trophy 
century and that 
too with a broken 
fPot 


had played only two 
matches list se ison 
aftci nngiating fiom his 
toimci state Hewas 
side lined tin. I caltci and 
only di afted into the 
side heiursbe foie the 
match against 
Kan itakd Kilydin 
tuiiud out lie Be nga’s 
man foi the tKe ision 
The mn whoc lu luy 
claim to the. hem s share 
of Bengal St nuniph 
Kalyani se oi td a 
(ai ejci best 26U i uns and 
spen t nea t ly t€ 11 houi s 










Snehasish Ganguly, the 
chief architect of 
Bengal’s success, 
touches his lucky charm 
after the victory 

talus in his right foot 
appeared to make him 
concentrate harder as 
Bengal had to get at 
least 342 runs (to their 
overnight 315 for four) 
in a minimum of 101 
overs (including five 
short overs) on the last 
day. 

The target seemed out 
of reach since after the 
Kalyani-Snehasish pair, 
there was hardly any 
batting to come. And 
Snehasish was not 
expected to make more 
than a decent 
contribution. But after 
exactly six houis and a 
minute later. Snehasish 
made history as Bengal 


made it to the 
semi-.'lnals, and 
Kirmani’s men went into 
shock 

Bengal scored 592 for 
nine wickets off 200 
overs. But another 60 
penalty runs were added 
to the Bengal kitty as 
the home team tactically 
thwarted the Karnataka 
bowlers' to 

deliver the extra five 
overs that they had to 
bowl on the last day. 

In one sense it was a 
pity that Karnataka had 
to lose a match they had 
dominated till the fourth 
day. Arjun Raja’s 
career-best 267, 
Kirmam's gritty 112. 
Rahul Dravid’s maiden 
Ranji hundred. Kartick 
Jashwanth’s undefeated 
119 and medium pacer 
Srinath's four for 98 all 


at the crease to take 
Bengal to the brink of 
victory Kalyani’s 
marathon knock .started 
before lunch on the 
fourth day. He was 
involved in two big 
partners 1 u ps (with 
Sourav Ganguly and 
then with Sniihasnsh 
Ganguly) to actually lay 
the foundation of the 
Bengal fightback 
But the man who 
somewhat pak'd 
Kalyani’s immen.se 
contribution was 
SiK'hasisli who cracked 
his fifth Ranji Trophy 
century and that Ukj 
with a broken right foot 
When Snehasish 
hobbled i nio bat afli.-r 
brother Sourav Itsft after 


When the n^atch 
enijed, Bengal 
had a quotient of 
3.26 as against 
Karnataka’s 3.17 
and the visitors 
finally paid the 
penalty of bowling 
five overs less in 
the match 


a gutsy 74 early on the 
final day, no one gave 
the left -hander more 
than a courageous 30 or 
40 But a wounded tiger 
is always a dangei'ous 
animal The cracked 
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at>out when one 
team plays fairly 
and the other 
doesn’t” 

—Karnataka 
captain Syed 
Kirmani 


went in vain as Bengal 
chalked out a great win 
But more than 
Bengal s calculated win 
the match will be best 
remembered for 
Snehasiah s heroic 
unconquered 116 and 
Kalyani s monumental 
260 It was simply a job 
well done 

Soumftra Bose, Calcutta 




Karnataka Protests 
In Vain 

|*HE already ‘ protest-riddled, Ranji Trophy 
1 18 m some more trouble This tune it will be 
Karnataka’s turn to lodge a complaint against 
Bengal Immediately after Bengal edged 
Karnataka out of the Ranji Trophy on quotient 
at the Eden Garden (it was precisely the extra 
60 penalty runs which Karnataka conceded 
for bowlmg five overa short), the Karnataka 
management said that it would protest to the 
board saying that the Bengal batsmen wasted 
time on the final day and prevented them from 
making up the lost overa 
But all this seems purely out of frustration 
as Karnataka had lost a match after scoring 
701 runs m the only time they batted 
Bengal played clearly within the rules and 
even the umpires—Messrs P Godboleof 
Vidarbha and Devendra Sharma of 
Delhi defended the Bengal players 
It waa understandable that an injured player 
would take few more seconds between strokes 
and in three days of gamesmanship, it 

was only obvious that Bengal wouldn't allow 
Karnataka the pleasure of complying the 
extra overs on the last day and thus lose out on 
the penalty runs 
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W HAT was billed 
as a five-day 
affair was 
truncated to 
1 just two courtesy a 
thunderstorm auid 
inadequate c overs At 
Hanchi s Mecon ground, 
the Ranji quarterfinal 
between Bihar and 
Hydeiabad saw no play 
from days throe to five 
And if Hyderabad 
oftspmnei KanwaJjit 
Singh was under 
arc- lights on the first 
day and teammate M V 
Sridhar (the M M ) on 
the second, umpires 
Sanjay Shah and 
Surinder Sharma 
monopolised attention 
thereafter 
It’s a pity that the 
wicket suffered 
extensive damage very 
early on the third 
day- when the covers 
were blown off For, 
though Hyderabad had 
moved ahead on the hrst 
inmngs (298 for six, in 
reply to 203). the 
prodigious turn the 
somewhat 

underprepared wicket 
was affording would 
have made for absorbing 
cricket An outright 
result within five days 
was expected 
That the ball started to 
turn even before lunch 
on the opening day 
surprised both skippers. 


Mohammed Azhaniddm 
and Han Gidwam The 
ftamboyauit Azhar, a 
super hit with 
Ranchiites, had spoken 
of “600 runs” for the 
side batting first And 
the low-profile Gidwani, 
who has decided to 
retire, had talked of a 
“perfect batting track ” 
But it’s on a "perfect” 
strip that Bihar 
floundered abysmally 
Showing little grit, they 
plunged to 145 for nine 
before the last-wicket 
pair, Atul Ranjan , 
Prasad and Dhananjay 
Singh, proved that 
batting wasn’t all that 
difficult and added 58 
“Had we got 360, it 
would have been a 
different ball game 203 
IS no total for a five-day 
match,” remarked a 
visibly disappointed 
Gidwam But Gidwam 
himself contnbuted by 
gettmg out impulsively 
If the skipper, who also 
18 the best batsman, gets 
46 then the side can 
draw little inspiration 
Though he topsoored, 
Gidwam wiU recall the 
effort only for joining 
the exclusive 5,000-run 
RapjiClub Going mto 
the game 21 shy of that 
landmark, Gidwam, 
played over 20 games 
for Delhi m the 
I mid-Seventies, has 


served his adopted state 
splendidly 

The bowhng honours 
were captured by the 
extremely 
mild-mannered 
Kanwaljit, who returned 
a five-wicket haul for the 
eighth time m his nearly 
decade-old first class 
career That the wicket 
afforded considerable bite 
should not lessen his 


All small centres 
suffer from Inbuilt 
handicaps, but it's 
for the BCCI to 
ensure that they 
are not found 
wanting. To begin 
with, it’s time that 
standardised 
covers are made 
available to all 
centres 


achievement The crowd 
showing its appreciation 
by lustily cheering him 
along 

InternationalSjArshad 
Ayub and Venkatapathy 
Bsju, who complete 
Hyderabad’s incisive 
spin attack, picked up 
two and one wicket 
respectively The 
solitary wicket for Raju, 
Man of the Match in this 


season’s only Test—m 
Chandigarh vs the 
LatiKans—completing 
100 wickets for him in 
the Ranji Trophy No 
wonder Azhar feels that 
his spm attack is the 
country’s best He has 
good reason to 

Hyderabad launched 
their reply in rousmg 
fashion Abdul Azeem, 
especially, was m a 
devastating mood and 
plundered 78 off just 74 
deliveries When he 
eventually perished to 
an impetuous hit 
Hyderabad had already 
reached 128 'Though 
Azeem didn t take too 
kindly to Azhar s 
di easing down of sorts, 
Azhar was correct in 
emphasising that “you 
play for the team and 
not yourself AtaU 
tunes ’’ 

The other opener. Dr 
M V Sridhar, then set 
about prescribing a 
bitter dose He authored 
a superb unbeaten 112, 
exhibiting both what 
you should- -and should 
not—do on a turner A 
perfect lesson to those 
who wish to succeed 
However, the other 
Hyderabad batsmen 
seemed afflicted by a 
siucidal streak and the 
side shd to 251 for six 

Credit, though, 
should also go to the 


Hyderabad win a 
rain-truncated 
match, but is 
there no solution 
to the smaller 
centre’s lack of 
facilities? 



RANJI TROPHY QUARTERFINAL: HYDERABAD BEAT BIHAR 

Rain Plays 
Spoilsport 
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Azhar had predicted “600 
rune" for the team 
batting first 
seasoned Bih^ 
spinners, left-arm 
Avinash Kumar and 
Offie Vurity Venkatram. 
The latter, a former 
skipper, had a 
memorable 15-7-18-2 
spell on the second 
afternoon. Now 
contemplatin^r 
retirement, the only 
motivation for him to 
stay on for one more 
season is the lure of one 
more wicket gpving him 
the Bihar Flanji Trophy 
record of 205 wickets. 

A word about the 
organisation. The 
Ranchi District Cricket 
Association was not 
short on enthusiasm, 
but it wasn’t well 
prepared for a knockout 
match. Perhaps one 
shouldn’t be too harsh 
on the RDCA, for all 
small centres suffer 
from inbuilt handicaps, 
but it’s for the BCCI to 
ensure that they are not 
found wanting. To begin 
with, it’s time that 
standardised covers are 
made available to all 
centres which stage first 
class games. 

The script may well 
have imfolded 
dramatically had the 
covers been of the 
contemporary kind. The 
RDCA is indeed lucky 
that Hyderabad had 
taken the lead and so 
despite the 

abandonment, a result 
(on the first Innings) 
had been achieved. 

There would have been 
much acrimony had 
only one innings been 
completed or if the side 
batting second had not 
faced a minimum of 30 
overs (for the tjuotient 
rule to become 
operative). 

L.P.$ahi 








MEN-IN POWER SERIES-1 




SIMON BARNES meets the men who wield power in sport: 
this week, PRIMO NEBIOLO 

THE ITALIAN 
STALUON OF 
ATHLETICS 


We turn to sport for romance, for magic for joy but the men who run sport remind 
us that the real world is run by people who pursue not truth and beauty, but 
prestige, influence money m <* word ptiwei 

Who are these guys'> One can sense then shadowy giey-suited presence every 
time one turns to the sports pages their names lurk half-remembered in the 
cfilumns of type every time the frivohties of sport turn to business to money to 
power names like Havelango Nebiolo Chatriei Balestre 

They have so much power as much powei as a head of state say some Certainly, 
they command finances that make the gross national product of a third world 
nation look like loose change They ai'e courted by all nations, developed and 
undeveh >ped w a fashion that would make many a global politician turn in envy and 
wonder 

Yet they seem almost unaccountable elected by bodies almost as shadowy as 
themselves and yeai after year triumphantly re-elected by an overwhelmmg 
majority They c ommand an ai my of billions, all television viewers, they command a 
treasury of billions for sport is some of the most marketable stuff in the world 
But they avoid the headlines These go to Diego Maradona, Ben Johnson, John 
MiKnioe Ayi ton Senna These men of shadows hve by power alone, and I ask the 
eternal question of Butch Cassidy who are these guys'' 


HE fust powoi bioker I visited was Primo N« biolo Italian 
president of the International Amateur Athletic Fedeiation the 
International Athletic Foundation and the Association of Sum 
mei Intel national Olympic Federations His aim has always been 
to make athletics as popular as fcxitball an achievement that 
would make him one of the three most powerful men m sport Is 
he the most resented man in sport*? The competition lot that award is 
intense but he is a contendei He is a man of confusion and obscurity all 
that IS deal about him is his relish of the biutil in-fighting and 
horse ttading ol sixiits politics 

--- - - -- 




























Who is to 
replace Mm? 
There seems 
nobody 
willing to^ 
challenge him* 
Nebioloisa 
survivor all 
right In 
theory-—like 
allthe 
sporting 
power- 

brokers-^Neb- 
iolo puts the 
interests of 
the human 
race first, his 
sport second, 
and Mmself 
third* Like 
them all, he 
believes that 
numbers one 
and two are 
best served by 
the 

advancement 
of number 
three 


‘■J990 was the year of football, the World Cup. 1992 will be the year of 
the Olympics, But,” he added with great satisfaction, “1991 will be the 
year of athletics.” 

His plans for this year include the world indoor championships, a world 
marathon cup, the grand prix circuit, the world cross country cham¬ 
pionship with 60 countries (“Great coverage! Fantastic!”) even a world 
walking cup, and topping it all, the world championships in Tokyo. 

The world athletics championships are Nebiolo’s baby! and when they 
began in 1983, they seemed a breath of innocence in a wicked, boycott- 
crazy world. When they were held in Rome ii.' 1987, they stank to heaven. 
But Nebiolo marches on to Tokyo. 

“We had a great success in Helsinki in 198.3 We went to Rome four 
years later and it seemed better. More coverage, more attention, more 
spectators. Great! Great' But in Tokyo it might be that we will say this was 
the be.st. Maybe in 1995 we will increase the popularity again..." 

Popularity, coverage, expansion, money, power It is all the same stuff, 
in the end. Athletics has never had so high a profile, and it has all 
happened under Nebiolo’s presidency. Never has the spoil ® reputation for 
honesty been lower: with drugs everywhere, the stars gone money-mad 
and the scandal of Rome '87 

Yet, again and again. Nebiolo hangs on It is not clear at first how he 
attracts such loyalty He sits in his office in Rome like a Borgia cardinal 
who never takes tea without an intrigue He lacks both charisma and 
charm, things some power-brokers poss£»ss in devastating quantities He 
just sits there, stout, unprepossessingly bald, a few' scant locks glued to 
the back of his skull. 

His is an uncomfoi table presence, “Not an easy man,” one of his aides 
muttered He larks many obvious things, but he is as streetwise as they 
come. He rose to power, as hr puts it “Not for merit Not for merit Step by 
step. 1 do not believe 1 have many merits. I was present, 1 was coiistaiil 
Same when 1 was an athlete. 1 was constant Alway.s there. Helping the 
others, trying to understand and so on It is not a life of nu'rit It is a 
natural life." 


He was a long jumper, never a great one. “The moment 1 love best is to bo 
in the stadium watohing athletics and making predictions with my wife 
She IS a very goixl statistician, she knows all. But many times 1 win if 
they are not Italian ” A brief shout of laughter. “If they are not Italian! If 
they are Italian it is not easy!” 

Indeed it is not, Nebiolo h;is a pronounced taste for Italian triumph For 
example, when Italy failed to roach the final of the athletics World Cup iii 
Rome 1981 on merit. Nebiolo had a. ninth lane built on the race track “for 
tile host nation". Far woi'se. the stench of the triumph of Giovanni 
Kvangehsti still pervades his garments, 

Fvangeli,sti won the long-jump bronze medal at the world cham¬ 
pionships in Home in 1987, the competition that was, if you like. Ncbiolo's 
finest hour Nebiolo’s triumph will forever be soured by Evangelisti. he 
won with a jump that officials mismeasured Nobody has proved or even 
publicly suggested a conspiracy. But hundreds have criticised Nebiolo for 
first trying to hu.sh it up. and then striving to delay judgment. An initial 
enquiry, chaired by himself, found thatrf’nothing untoward occurred”. A 

Seen here with royalty, Prince Albert. Nebiolo’s iob demands that he rub 
shoulders with the global Whe^ Who 





PRIMO NEBIOLO; CAREER HIGHLIGHTS 


^ilWK’Turin. July 14 , 1823 . 

ftiMM: President of the Intematlonel Amateur Athletic Fsdo^tion 
(lAAP), the International Athletic Foundation (lAP) and the Association 
of Summer International Olympic Federations (ASIOF). 

A^nhKltailn eilftr: 1M7: Started managerial career with te« l^arin 
Sports Centre, mi; elected chairman of FISU, the interna^tmal . 
growing body of imiveraity sports, a position he stiH holds. IIM: elected 
chairman of the Italian Athletics Federation (Fidal), a position he held 
until 1989.197{: elected member of the IAAF Council, becoming 
presidentln 1981.1#74: chairman oftheorganialngoommittBefijr the 
European athletics championships in Rome. 1f?l: elected vioeohairman 
of the Italian Olympic Committee. IMt; elected president of the A80IF 


Dr Nebiolo: may not win you 
over with glib talk but he has 
the instinct of a 
street smart salesman 



later enquiry by the Italian Olympic Committee revealed the truth. 

Nebiolo lost much more- he lost his international credibility, that was, in 
all conscience, already looking pretty tattered. Questions have been asked 
again and again about possible financial irregularities his possible links 
with a sports promotion company called Insport, and his failure at one 
stage to publish accounts for the charitable organisation, lAF. He was 
interviewed by a judicial enquiry into alleged malpractice in the awarding 
of marketing contracts for Italian athletics 
"If you don’t want to have critics, you must not try and do great things. 

You undei stand’’ 11’ you don't want to be put in trouble, it is better to sleep 
than to work We could have had the 1987 championships outside Italy, 
and 1 would be a hf)ro. Imagine they were in Los Angeles, Reagan coming 
1.0 open them. arriving in a helicopter with me. But I prefer to have them in 
my country, and I have had some problems But I believe in this life it is 
not easy to avoid the problems We must continue to work and continue to 
push, and I am sure we will have good results,” 

There is something indomitable about him. It is easy to see where "his 
stieiigth lies he is the hotel-lobby negotiator par q^ccellence. He has 

ambitions left, but the topmost fruits on the tree look beyond his reach He 
has not made the International Olympic Committee, and perhaps never 
will. Evangelist! and the rest are likely to keep it that way, and the same 
problems might yet dish him when he comes up for re-election at the world 
championships this autumn. 

On the other hand, who is to replace him? There seems nobixiy willing to 
challenge him Nebiolo is a survivor all right. In theory--like all the 
sporting power-brokers— Nebiolo puts the interest of the human race first, 
his sport second, and himself third Like them all. he believes that 
numbers one and two are best served by the advancement of number thi’ee. 

“Why did I not spend so much time and so many forces for other ideas, 
other goals than sport? It was so ea.sy to become important in politics, so 
easy. All the great men were with me. But then, they also believe that I am 
important, 1 don’t know if it is true When I meet important politicians, 
they say. you are important! I say, no, you are important! I don't know...I 
followed what was a natural pi'ogression in my life. Life is not easy, 
because you arrive at a certain age—and then you cannot change ” 
Neither his supporters nor his enemies will disagree with that. 

Next Week: Joao Hevelange 







V IJAY AMRITRAJ has many 
complaints against the 
fUnctionmg of the All India 
Tennis Association (ATTA) 
and one of them has been that 
there has been no follow up to the 
Britannia Amntraj Tennis 
scheme “ When 1 set up BAT m 
1985 ’hetold Sportaworld last 
year 1 expec ted the ATTA to take 
the cue and set up similar 
programmes in at least the four 
metros But nothing has been 
done 

Peter Burwash, head of Peter 
Burwash International which 
provides the coaches for the BAT 
scheme, had much the same 
complaint On a visit to Madras 
about a year ago he told 
Sportaworld, “You can't achieve 
much by having one such scheme 
There should be many more such 
programmes Only from quantity 
can you get quality” 

' Well may be the AITA is still 
turning a deaf ear to these 
complaints (which are in a way 
suggestions) But at least a 
private party is doing something 
about it And thus, we have had 
the Batra Tennis Centre which has 
been functioning officially for the 
past one year at Pune 

Former national champion 
Nandan Bal, is the chief coach at 
the centre and while in Madras to 
take part in the South India 
Tennis championship he took time 
off to explain to Sportaworld how 
the programme got started, how it 
functions, what the chief 
objectives are, and how etfective it 
has been so far 

Ac cording to Bal the BTC is 
named after Ram Batra, former 
Shei iff of Bombay A keen tennis 



"Hlf schme is shaping 
up watianpitake heart 
itam the partomance of 
SaurasPania. He was a 
nehoUgwhenheiolneP 
this programme ana he 
is new the No. 1 in the 
unaer’14 category."' 

ManPan Bat 


BATRA TENNIS CENTRE 


S(»00L FOR 
TALENT 


Partab Ramchand spoke to Nandan Bal, chief coach 
of BTC, on how the programme got started,its 
objectives and its achievements . 



Saurav Panja’s impressive 
performances in ttie under-l 4 
category has made 
Nandan Bai proud 












enthuslaBt, Batra also served as 
the president of the Maharashtra 
State Lawn Tennis Association 
He expired in 1983 and his sons 
Rajesh and Rajiv wanted to do 
something m their father’s name 
which would be associated with 
the game he was so enthusiastic 
about 

Both were good players and 
among their friends was Nandan 
Bal During the course of many 
conversations in 1986 the talk 
centred around opening a tennis 
academy with the help of money 
from the Batra Memorial Trust 
Bal was talked into running the 
show and he m turn asked for the 
centre to be based in Pune which 
was his home town 

Land was taken on a long lease 
and four clay courts were set up 
late m 1989 And on February 11, 
1990 the complex, complete with 
new courts, refurbished office 
biulding, changing rooms, pantry 
and a gym was inaugurated by 
mdustrialist, Nush Wadia 

The BTC started with three 
trainees—Saurav Panja of 
Calcutta, Nitin Kirtane of Pune 
and T S Satyanarayanan of 
Madras Through the academic 
year of 1989-90 these thi ee 
promising boys trained at the 
centre under the watchful eyes of 
Bal In June 1990 a fourth boy S 
Saifuddin of Calcutta joined the 
centre, but after four months went 
off to the USA on a tennis 
scholarship 

In addition to the boys attached 
to the programme other well 
known players like Sandeep 
Kirtane, Gaurav Natekar, Jaideep 
Shetty a nd Sulakshmi Jadhav 
play more or less regularly at 
BTC But only the boys actually 
attached to the programme get all 
the benefits The centre looks after 
their education, travel, clothes 
shoes, rackets and their food and 
stay "Everything is organised for 
the boys,” says Bal “We have a tie 
up with Prince for the rackets, a 
tie up with Proline-for clothes 
and we are waiting for a tie up, 
hopefully with Puma or Lotto, for 
their shoes ” 

Bal says that he scouts around 
for talent in various tournaments 
“I am on the lookout for boys of 
potential in the age group 12 to 





13 There is scope to impi ove and 
scope to make the base even more 
solid B’lnance is not a problem 
and we are committed to the basic 
idea of producing players of 
intei national level’ 

Asked as to how his programme 
compared with BAT, Bal says, 
“Very favoui ably In facilities and 
equipment, B'TC is not behind BAT 
at all They have more experience 
in the field having been in 
existence for almost six years 
compared to a little over one year 
f oi us But here Bal wondered 
how much more successful the 
programme would have been, had 
the Arnr itraj brothers pr ac tised 
more often with the boys ‘The 
personal touch is very important 
I remember when Ramanathan 
Krishnan played with me when I 
wasajunioi in 1975 I felt proud 
and it would have been better if 
the Amntidj brothers had played 
with the boys more regularly” 

Is he satisfied with the results 
so far * ‘Well I can't say I am 1OO 
per cent satisfied But the scheme 
IS shaping up well and I take heart 
from the performance of Panja He 
was a nobody when he joined the 
programme and he is now the No 
1 in the country in the under 14 


1885/expected the 
AITA to tike the cue amt 
set up si miter 
programmes at toast In 
me four metres. But 
nothing has been 
Pone. ”^gt\ax Amritral 


Nandan Bal ia the chlaf coach of 
the tennia coaching centre in 
Pune 

category Overall the programme 
has been satisfactory I try to 
instil in the boys the commitment 
that they have to work hard, and I 
do beheve I am getting the 
message across to them” 

BTC has expanded not only m 
terms of boys and activities, but 
also in the personnel runmng the 
centre Late last year M 
Balachandar, a well known figure 
around the circuit, joined the 
programme as assistant coach 
And looking after the boys 
education, diet, health annd 
general welfare is Sheila Nandan, 
fiai’s wife Her role is akin to that 
of Mrs Amritraj in the BAT 
scheme 

What of the future’ “We hope to 
expand our activities”, says Bal 
“As 1 said, we hope to add three 
more boys for the academic year 
1991-92 And then we have to 
concentrate on international 
exposure Ijastyear Nitin Kirtane 
and Sathyanarayana went to the 
USA to attend a two month camp 
in Florida This year hopefully we 
will send two more boys to the 
same camp in June Then we will 
be sending two boys to ITF 
tournaments in Europe and USA” 

Even though fmance is not a 
problem for the centre because of 
the money in the Batra Memorial 
Trust Bal says that the boys trips 
abroad were sponsored “Rajesh 
and Rajiv have enough 
connections to get these things 
sponsored Sponsorslup for tennis 
IS not a problem in India and it is 
time that the AITA woke up to that 
fact I mean, that’s what they are 
there for isn’t it’ - to promote 
tennis in India Out of quantity 
comes quality and more such 
schemes would certainly benefit 
Indian tennis ” 

Vijay Amritraj made much the 
same point “Sponsors are 
available, but it seems that AITA 
does not have a marketing arm” 

It 18 time the AITA gets that 
marketing arm It is not enough 
lor private individuals, compames 
or trusts to promote tennis m the 
country Why would they be doing 
that in the first place for isn’t it, 
the job of the AITA’ 









NATIONAL WEIGHTLIFTING 


V/ 


Women Arouse Hope 


W HEN Jyotsna 
Dutta realised 
that her days 
were numbered 
in the shot put aieUa 
because of the “raw deal" 
meted out to her, she bid 
farewell But the hunger 
to remain In the 
limelight still hngered 
Smoe she had the 
strength, the will and 
the knack to do things, 
she»x>n decided to try 
weightlifting That was 
back in 1S85 during the 
National Games at 
Delhi when women's 
weightlifiing Was 
introduced fbr the first 
time 

Jyotsna did not face 
much opposition and 
made immediate news 
Since then, women have 
begun to take fresh 
interest in the sport, and 
with each passing year 
the iron ladies have 
shown marked 
Improvement national 
records were broken 
often and finally medals 
were won at the Asiad 
Since the tune Jyotsna 
Dutta and Chaya Adak 
took up weightlifting ! 
Bengal's name figured ! 
prominently at the 
national level But there | 
are linutations despite 
their presence the 
overall .trophy eludes the 
team So the tussle for 
the team title centred on 
Puniab and Tamil Nadu 
(and were placed m that 
order) 

At Ambala recently, 
where the eth women's 
and the 43id men e 
weiglitlifting 
championships were 
held concuri ently, as 
many as ten women s 
reooi-ds tumbled In 
fact,this was the first 
women s meet after tlw 


Beijing Asian Gamss 
where three Indian 
ladies won medals 
(Chaya Adak. 
Kunjararam Devi and 
Jyotsna Dutta) 

So it was expected that 
the trio would haye a 
cakewalk in their 
reapecUvS classes 
Chaya Adak kept her 
reputation intact She 
not only shattered all 
the national marks in 
her 52 kg category-, but 
also improved upon her 
Beijmg performance 
(ISS 5 kg) by a massive 
16 5 kg which also 
enabled her to be 
adjudged the best 
woman hfter at Ambala 
What about Kunjaram 
Devi of Mampur'i’ Her’s 
was perhaps the biggei^ 
upset m the nationals it 


was uncKcpeotsd, though 
her displf^ in the 44 kg 
class was rather 
appalling She lifted 15 
kg imort of her previous 
best of 145 kg and lost to 
Thmil Nadu's K Surya 
Prabha(132 6 kg)byS 2 5 
kg 

There was tohe yet 
another upset The 
reigningjunior 
champion m the 60 kg 
class K Narasammaof 
Andhra Pradesh 
humbled the lUustxious 
Karnataka and five 
times national champion 
Shyamala Shetty The 
interesting feature in 
the contest between the 
♦wo was that three new 
marks were created 
Narasamma lifted an 
Jyotsna Outta: 
consistent 



overall total ISS B far 
anew record (old 4W.6 
kg) and another in the 
snatch 80 kg (tTBkg) 
Shetty's conaolaiion was 
Improving tlw old dean 
and jerk mark of 100 kg 
by 5 kg Another 
Andhra girl N Lakshmi 
created a sensation by 
winning three gold 
medals in the 56 kg 
category 
Despite the 
improvished facilities 
the women’s 
performances were 
bnlhant especially from 
the younger ones who. 
given the right facilities, 
oould go places Thej* 
are as strong as the 
Chinese women lifters, 
as was evident from the 
fact that out of nine 
weight classes ten 
records were rewritten 
However there wasn’t 
much to write home 
about the men's 
performance It looked 
rathei stagnated 
although five records 
were erased As it Is. the 
sport doesn’t generate 
much attention but the 
final day saw OsUbir 
Singh of the Hallways 
(which also won the 
men's team 

championship with 436 
points) attracted the 
public vinth a superlative 
performance in the 
superclass In the 
snatch he lifted 160 kg , 
(which was better than 
the earher mark by 2 5 
kg) and hoisted a total of 
347 5 kg—an 
improvement of 5 kg 
But medal prospects ih 
the 110 kg class is a far 
cry for India, as Ada's 
best of 406 kg IS m the 
name of Iran’s H AU 
Taymori 

Hsnin WM!,S mbih i 


SO 



Not Wanted! 


nnHIS has reference to the 
JL writeup ‘Tall scores and frayed 
tempers’ in the Duleep Trophy 
fmal at Jamshedpur A sportsman 
makes a good citizen only if the 
foundation is well, and truly laid 
The present day cricketers are 
taking things lightly and are 
giving a bad name to the game 
that till now was referred to as the 
gentleman’s game Physical 
assault 18 surely not warranted in 
a gentleman’s game or for that 
matter in any other sport 
JA YANTHYSUBRAMANIAM. 
Madras 

Jubilant! 

I T was a case ol great jubihation 
that the Indian tennis team 
defeated the Thailand team in the 
Davis Cup fixture at Bangkok 
The Indian players, now that they 
have tasted blood should go all 
I out to win the next tie 
KAWAJA TUBA ANJUM 
I Unnan 

Deplorable 

T he pictures pubhshed by the 
^ magazine in the issue dated 
1 6 12 February 91 of film stars 
I was really deplorable A magazine 
[ winch IS specially meant for 
sports lovers is slowly 
relinquishing its post to become 
another of those movie mags so 
freely available I hope that better 
sense will prevail 
KA USHIK MAZUMDAR 
Calcutta 

GorgBOus, 

T his has reference to the 

photographs of filmstars in the 
issue dat^ 6-12 February ’91 The 
photographs were gorgeous but 
Madhuri Dixit stems to be 
blatantly disregarding the basic 
rules of chess Some of the 
ambiguities m the photograph of 
hers were 

1) According to the rules, the 
^ chess board should be set up such 
that on one’s own side, a white 
square is at the extreme right 
hand comer The board seems to 
have been set otherwise 

2) The white knight has been 


upstaged from it’s position and is 
placed on the square next to the 
king while the other knight is in 
its normal position 

3) Moi-eover both the black 
bishops seem to be on white 
squares 

Wonder whether Miss Dixit really 
knows how to play chess* 
SARBAJTTSENGUFTA 
Calcutta 

ShocUng! 

B CCl’s banning the Delhi cricket 
side from participating in the 
Ranji Trophy was shocking The 
change of an umpire m one of 
Dehli’s league matches without 
the consent ol the rival captain has 
invited wrath from the BCCI in the 
form of a ban that will be felt 
more by the players of the Delhi 
side than it s officials The BCCI 
should have directed then 
punishment to the Delhi officials 
and left the players alone 
SRINIVASNYPATHY, 
Rajahmundry 


S o. that’s how our movie stars 
keep fit, (Issue dated 6-12 Feb 
’91)1 thoroughly eryoyed the 
novel feature that explained how 
hard the stars worked to stay fit 
without letting age catch up on 
them 

The article on Boris Becker 
(King at last) was also enjoyable 
Here is a youngster who has 
persevered for the last four years 
and has finally become No 1 
Kudos and good luck 
AMJT A LOTWAL 
Baroda 

Incredible 

K udos to Borjs Becker for 

having made it to the top of the 
tennis world The way he ousted 
Ivan Lendl m the final at 
Melbourne was incredible It 
points to the fact that this man 
has the stamina, skill and 
determination, 

UMAKARKDLA 

Rajahmundry 


Boris Becker with Helmut Kohi 








_ 8 a part of your 
new year 

Em resolutions you 
dKannight have taken 
up jogguig or running 
to keep fit to keep the 
girth in control Then 
what happened'^ 

Either you did not feel 
motivated enough to get 
up in the wee hours of 
the mornings The 
temptation the bed held 
was too much Imtially 
you felt guilty and 
promised to do it the 
next day, yet gradually 
you became so used to 
the gruilt that it just 
stopped bothering you 
You went into it with 
so much of zeal and 
vigour, that you began 
experiencing pains and 
aches and these aches 
were excuses enough for 
not making that extra 
effort in the morning 
The good news (should 
we call it so*^) is that you 
don’t have to injure 
yourself just because 
you are a runner Here's 
how 

Step One—Buy a good 
pair of running shoes. 


THE 





HEALTH 

COLUMN 


Banish those images of 
great athletes running 
barefoot Running 
barefoot on hard 
surfaces actually does 
more harm than good 
So get yourself a good 
pair of running shoes 




First of all pick up the 
right size The right pair 
fits snugly and yet you 
should be able to move 
your toes inside Get 
yourself a pair that has 
good cushioning 
because you’re gonna 
need that when you go 
pounding the 
asphalt Remember that 
the shoe should be hght, 
otherwise you are going 
to tire those lege too 
fast Shoes go a long 
way m preventmg 
injuries like stress 
fractures and tendimtis 
Step Two—Set up a 
smart training 


programme: Most 
runners especially the 
rookies injure 
themselves when they 
try to do too much, too 
soon Even experienced 
runners injure 
themselves when they 
push their systems to 
conquer those extra 
miles Increase the 
mileage and mtensity 
gradually On a weekly 
basis increase the milage 
hy ten per cent 
Remember the fust 
step IS to get that 
creaking body of yours 
into some shape Once 
you achieve that,you can 






I 


BEST FOOT 
FORWAMtD 


add variety to your jogs 
with speed bursts and 
tempo runs And when 
you are finally ready 
then set yourself a goal 
and tell yourself that 
you can achieve it one 
day 

Step Three—^Train 
don't strain Before 
embarking on the 
fitness voyage you 
must have heard people 
repeating the adage No 
pain no gain Well 
forget that and don t 


take it to be the gospel 
truth becauseif you feel 
pain you won't gam 
We are not talking of 
that mild to moderate 
discomfort or aches that 
accompany training, but 
of real pain that comes 
with injury As soon as 
you feel the injury pain 
stop A word of advice to 
the rookies Ifthatimld 
pain does not abate 
within the first 5 to 10 
minutes stop, and apply 
ice to the injured area 


Step Four-Rest' 

Schedule easy days 
includmg a few off days 
from running Many 
runners believe that if 
they do not run for a 
couple of days their level 
of fitness tails That is 
not true On the 
contrary a few easy 
days, (called ‘tapering’ 
techmcally) is good for 
bcxfflting up 
performance because it 
gives the system some 
much needed 


Once in a while alternate running with other exercises like cycling 



recuperation tune 
The beginners should 
try to work up a 
basic—three days a week 
routme and maintam 
that schedule for several 
weeks As your fitness 
increases you can 
slip in a fourth day 
somewhere Once m a 
while mdulge m some 
alternative exercises 
such as cychng, weight 
training or aerobics 
Step Five—Listen to 
your body. When you 
work out or run, your 
body will issue certain 
commands hasten to, 
and obey,these 
commands If your body 
tells you to slow down, 
doit If you are 
experiencing pain, take 
a break If you are 
feeling tired or 
sluggish, take it easy 
Or you might just need 
to skip a mormng run to 
catch up on some extra 
sleep Just make it a 
point to be back on the 
track the next day Also 
put m more 
carbohydrates and 
proteins mto your diet 
Step six—Have fun 
Don’t lose sight of the 
best reason to 
run—because it’s fun 
Regular running will 
make you feel better 
both physically and 
mentally You’ll develop 
a positive self image and 
to top it all you’ll have 
more energy 
Remember, the bottom 
hne always has been, 
‘Just do if’ 








SOCCER’S IS 


They are called Mr. FIx-lts, Mr. At Least Ten Per Cmt ami an 

a new trend In Eurepean football but now l| 


f you waxit to ask him 
the time, you go 
through his agent.’ 
Those words were 
barked down the 
telephone line by the 
wife of a First Division 
footballer preparing to 
play his first FA Cup 
Final. The message was 
clear. Money talks—and 
in this instance it was 
saying goodbye. It was 
also a sign of the times. 
Mr At Least Ten Per 
Cent had arrived in 
football—to stay. Agents 
used to be associated 
with actors and pop 
stars. But the Eighties 
was the decade of the 
agent in soccer. The 
public perception of a 
footballer’s agent now 
lies somewhere between 
a vulture and a shark. 

Mischievous, 
parasites and the most 
De-stablising influence 
on modern-day football 
are other bouquets 
hurled in agents’ 
direction. It was 
disclosed recently that 
one Mr Ten Per Cent had 
become Mr Thirty Eight 
Per Cent. Love them or 
loathe them, agents are 
now part of the soccer 
scene. 

But are they the bad 
boys they have been 
painted or simply 
victims of a bad Press? 

A sub-committee set 
up by The Football 
League in England is 
holding a series of 
meetings-to investigate 
the growing power of 
agents, and it is hoped 





Mark Hnttday aiid<iien Hoddie wssa 
twe€ngtlsn signings Monadbi 
Agents prefer the piqfers to go » 
abroad because the money Is 


that the process could Regulation 80, which 
lead to a code of conduct, forbids the involvement 


One aspect the of agents in the tram 

committee is examining market. This rule is 
is the Football League’s broken on a regular 


Regulation 80, which basis, and the present 

forbids the involvement moves to grasp one of 
of agents in the transfer the sharpest nettles in 


football is welcomed by 
some of its most 














BAD BOYS 


lescribed as a growing esil in foolball. Player agents are not 
oeks like they have come to stay.... 


influential figures 
Idverpcol chief 
executive Peter 
Robinson and his 
Everton counterpart Jim 
Greenwood are just two 
who share the growmg 
concern about the 
activities of agents 
Robinson says the 
emergence of the agent 
18 an Fifties 
phenomenon, and 
delivers a prime example 
of why he is convinced 
action IS necessary 
"Some of the deals being 
struck concern me very 
much I heard ot one 
instance where a 
player’s agent had done 
a deal which gave him 
25% of the player s total 
earnings That means 
the player is doing four 
years work foi three 
years’ money That is 
unmoral ’ 

“I would like to see 
agents having a proper 
grounding rnwhat is 
needed when advising 
footballers, such as 
pension payments 
"Young players who 
are maybe naive, are 
being taken advantage 
of and that has got to be 
stopped Sometimes 
people are not actmg in 
the players’ best 
interests, but their 
own ’’ 

Agents are accused of 
flourishing in an 
atmosphere of unrest 
The theory is that a 
happy chent is unlikely 
to yield as much cash as 
an unsettled star “It is 
difficult to prove, but 


agents are normally able 
to make money as a 
result of players 
moving, not staying 
particularly if they can 
get them abroad It is 


infiltration of agents 
into British football 
The leader of the 
4,000-8trong 
Association declares 
“Some agents get a law 


Love them or 

loathe them, agents are now 
part of the soccer scene. But 
are they the had hoys that 
they have been painted or 
simply victims of a bad Press? 


not that dll of them are 
bad Some do a good lob 
for the pUyf rs they 
represent’ says 
Manchestei United 
mamiger Alex 
PergubotJ 

But he adds “The bad 
ones really do go over 
the top and can cause 
lots of problems ’ 

Ferguson is convinced 
the emergencv of the 
agent has severed a vital 
bond between playeis 
and managers. ‘They 
have changed the whole 
soccei scene foi 
managers There used to 
be a bond between 
players and managers 
where they would come 
to you with a problem 
Mow that doesn t 
happen ’’ 

Gordon Taylor,Chief 
Executive of the 
Professional Fcxitliallers 
Association delivers a 
classic cpiote from 
America to voice his 
suspicions about the 


degree from Harvard 
and some agents get the 
third degree from the 
police ’’ 

We are cxmcerned 
about cases where 
players are promised the 
world and nothing is 
delivered We have no 
objections to 
professional advice or an 
adviser eammg an 
income What concerns 
us IS cases when they 
take a percentage of a 
I player's football 
earnings ’’ 

Taylor adds “In 
general they are a 
de-stabilising influence 
on the game Alothketo 
make a percentage of 
signmg-fee<', so if 
things are stable and 
settled they are not 
making the same 
money ’’ 

Neil Ramsay is an 
agent himself, 
numbering 10 members 
of Everton’s hrst team 
squad among the 50 


players he represents 

He knows the 
criticisms levelled at 
agents and says “IcHui 
sleep at night. I’ve got 
no need to tell hes to 
anyone, I feel I do what I 
do m an honourable 
way ” 

“The fcxitball has got 
to be right The home 
life has got to be right 
The money has got to be 
nght And none of them 
come in a particular 
order 

“But money doesn’t 
make the world go 
around One of my 
playere moved back to 
London He’s on very 
good money but is being 
driven up the wall 
because the football isn’t 
right ’’ 

“Managers sell 
piayer^^ and then start 
havmg a go at agents 
You have to ask whether 
they are not just trying 
to appease the fans after 
selling one of their best 
players ’’ 

Sigmng-on fees is just 
one subject under heavy 
discussion, but Ramsay 
says “I am paid in 
relation to the amount of 
time 1 work on behalf of 
a player, which is 
on-going Whethei he 
moves or stays doesn’t 
matter ” 

The agent comes m for 
blanket criticism for 
being a de-stahihsmg 
influence, creating a 
transfer 

merry-go-round and 
hnmg his pockets 

PhiipJWcNiilty 




T he year 1991 
could well 
emerge as the 
year of dispute in 
Indian football. A 
meeting last 
month in 

Thiruvananthapuram, 
between the All India 
Football Federation 
(AIFF) and 

representatives of the 
le^ing national 
tournament organisers 
brought into focus many 
acrimonious issues; 
Finances, allotment of 
dates, schedules and 


Anotfier 

sugmstiMi of the 
AIFF which wof 
r^ected wot thot 
efvery mofor 
toumomentbe 
held in alternote 
yeore. All mojor 
tounumient 
organisers turned 
it down outright. 


inviting foreign teams 
and so on. 

At the meeting, the 
AIFF were represented 
by its President, Priya 
Ranjan Das Munshi, 
secretary Mr. P.P. 
Lakshmanan and 
ex-secretary, Mr. Ashok 
Ghosh. Representatives 
from the Durand, 
Rovers. IFA Shield, 
DCM, Stafford Cup and 
Sfut Nagjee tournament 
committees attended the 
meeting. 

The Durand secretary 



Priyaranjan Das Munshi: 
adamant 











Novy Kapadia exposes how a money-minded All India 
Football Federation has suddenly started putting pressure 
on various tournament organisers to pay more and more 
to the parent body for holding some of the most traditional 
soccer tournaments of the country 


Cdr. S.S. KaMon and the 
DOM secretary Rajat 
Mukherjee admitted 
that the tournament 
representatives had to 
take a joint stand on 
several issues, due to the 
unreasonable attitude of 
the AIPP. Both admitted 
that the AIFF’s financial 
demands were excessive. 

Explaining^ the 
background to the 
disputes Cdr. Kahlon 
said. “The affiliation fee 
payable to the AIFF for 
organising an “A” Grade 
tournament was Rs. 
10,000 till recently. 
Recently it was twice 
increased to Rs. 15,000, 
and then last year to Rs. 
25,000. Tournaments 
which invited foreign 
teams had to pay Rs. 
5,000 per team." For 
instance last year the 
DCM paid the AIFF Rs. 
35,000 as they invited 
two foreign teams from 
South Korea and Nepal. 

Tournament 
representatives were 
shocked when the AIFF 
suggested that the 
affiliation fees will be 
raised further. All the 
tounmment 
representatives united 
to vehemently oppose 
the motion. Due to the 
zealous opposition, the 
AIFF covild not muster 
any support for 
increasing the 
affiliation fees. The 
motion was left 
adjourned. Tournament 
secretaries argued that 
due to inflation, 
organisational costs 
increased substantially. 
Itenoe, paying an 
additional amount to 


AIFF would exacerbate 
their financial burden. 
Cdr. Kahlon stressed, 
“Organising A grade 
tournaments helped 
football in India, so we 
should not be penalised 
by being made to pay 
more annually. ” 
However some AIFF 

The Ekirand. 
committee 
secretory dr. 
S.S. Kokkm soid, 
'TheoffiNotion 
fee poyoble to ^ 
AIFF for 
orgonising on A 
grocle 

tournoment wos 
Rs. 10,000 till 
recently. But then 
it wos twice 
increosed to Rs. 
15,000, ond then 
lost yeor to Rs. 
25,000." And 
tournoment 
representothms 
were shocked 
when the AIFF 
suggested that 
timoffiiiotion 
fees will be raised 
furifier 


sources indicate that the 
parent body will start a 
divide-and-rule policy. 
The affiliation fees of 
elite and traditional 
tournaments like the 
Durand, Rovers and IFA 
Shield will not be 
increased. However, 
there will be a 
substantial hike in the 


affiliation fees of 
tournaments with a 
commercial 
backgroimd. Thus, for 
instance, the DCM and 
Nai Duniya (Hindi 
newspaper in Madhya 
Pradesh) tournaments 
will have to pay Rs 
40,000 each as 
affiliation fees in 19B1. 
Besides they would pay 
an additional Rs. 5,000 
for each foreign tecun 
invited. 

Another suggestion of 
the AIFF which was 
rejected was that every 
major tournament in the 
coiintry be held in 
alternate years. The 
AIFF secretary P.P. 
Lakshmanan’s plea was 
“We have about 125 
tournament committees 
applying to us for 
registration. We have 
whittled the number 
down to about 85 but 
still there are too many 
tournaments and 
everybody camnot be 
satisfied. Even if each 
tournament is of ten 
days’ duration, they 
cannot be 

accommodated in a 
single year. Also the top 
' players get tired playing 
in BO many nugor 
tournaments, so it will 
be better if the 
tournaments are held in 
alternate years." 

Again the major 
tournament 
representatives rejected 
the suggestion outright. 
The Durand. Rovers, 

IFA Shield and DCM 
tournaments with a rich 
tradition felt that their 
sanctity would be 
destroyed if th^ were 


held in altenmte years. 
Like last year, the AIFF 
insisted that each 
tournament committee 
invite only eight 
outstation teams. This 
suggestion led to 
further animosity. Cdr. 
Kahlon argued that all 
tournaments will want 
the same eight teams, 
Mohim Bagan, East 
Bengal, Mohammedan 
Sporting, JCT and BSF, 
Mahindras, Kerala 
Police and Salgaocar, 
Qoa. He said, “All 
tournaments will thus 
become replicas of the 
Federation Cups and 
there will be no surprise 
team in any 
tournament.’’ The DCM 
are particularly upset at 
this decision, as they 
had a rich tradition of 
introducing new teams. 
Leaders Club, 

Jalandhar. RAC 
Bikaner, NEl Jaipur, 
PSEB Hoehiarpur and 
Bokaro Steel Plant 
made their mark in the 
DCM tournaments of 
yore. DCM was the first 
to invite a team from 
Qoa way back in 1963. 
Vasco, Goa played in the 
DCM in 1963. 

Tournament 
secretaires are upset at 
the mercenary 
motivations of the AIFF. 
With an eight team 
restriction, most 
tournaments wiU 
conclude cpiickly and so 
more tournaments can 
be affiliated in the 
vacant dates which will 
bring in more money 
into the AIFF coffers. 

Also the idea of 
holding tournaments in 
alternate years is not 
due to the parent body’s 
concern for players’ 
welfare. The AJFP desire 
to give permission to 
many more 
tournaments is only to 
gain more affiliation 
fees.# 






KARAT 


THE POWER OF THE EMPTY HAND 



«fie -I 


Left hand moves to the uch/ uM 
position and the right hand in to 
the chodan ukl 






T ins week we start a 
new kata called the 
pmanaonoiu 
Start ft*om the same 
position as in Pixutn 
sono iolu 1 e . mokso 
and the yoi 

Your legs should move 
to the koJrutsu dachi 
position and retam it for 
the neat three moves 
Your right hand should 
move back with the palm 
enclosed to form a fist 
near your right rib cage 
The left fist should be 
placed cm top of the 
right fist 
For the next move 
your left hand should 
shift into the uohi uki 
and the right hand into 
the chodan ukr 
Thirdly, the left hand 
moves back and rests on 
the right shoulder and 
the right hand sti ikes 
out in tet 8 U 1 uchi aimed 
at the armpit of youi 
opponent 

BySWmllGtaiisiily 
KyelnnlilnkaSian karate 

PHOTOGRAPHS RAMAN 8HALIA 


, fist is placed m top of the right 


The All India Insiruclors Camp 
organised by the 
Kywushinkaikan Karate HQ is 
being held from 4 10 March 
1991 at Harish Park 
Bhawanipur Calcutta Any 
person with a good martial art 
background can apply to 
Shivaii Ganguy at 136 Harish 
Mukhagee Rom Cal 25 Fees 
Rs 1 600 (inclusive of camp 
fees board and lodging) 
Reporting ate 3 March 
between 400 and 6 00 pm 


Left hand movee back and reeta 
on the right shouidera, RtaM 
hand atrlkaa out In faf mrlu^ 


S8 




Understanding Impact 



The Grip 




^ VflRJT \ 

■ 7A "N '>-'NEai5tn\ . 

/ \ JlNANr 6 WIN(i\ 

aCX V_/ Tisacorrect \ 

T^w/ORIP l-ErTHE \| 
ft V^SKAFTU!EPlA 60 »,AtXt\yl 
’\:iAceo5STHeLtFrnfcNo, ^ 
EXEfCT PRESSURE WITH THE LAST f 
THREE FIN 6 ER 5 ORIPPRIMARIU\ 
WITH THE FIN&ERSOPTHE \ 

RIGHT HAND. ^ 

AT ADDRESS YOU SHOULD SEE Two 
KS. -"KLES OF YOUR LEFT HAND. 


TWO KNUCKUS/ 
/ / 


>4' 

^ I 




You NOW HAVE ' 
A GOOD CHANCE 
TO hit the BAU 
SQUARELY AT 
MAYIMOM SPEta 




Grip with the Palms Facing 



Every goleer needs a 

GOOD GRIP, AN ORTHODOX 
MOLD ON THECLUB 
^^EUMIN^S TH^NEED 

COMPENSATION 
LATER IN THE 
SWING, 



1 like to place 

MY WANDS ON THE 
CLUB WITH THE 
PALMS FACING 
EACH OTHER ,THE 
BALX OF MY LEFT 

hand pointing 

AT THE HOLE. 


that is the 
position i want 
HY HANDS TO 
RETURN TO AT 
IMPACT. 


■ V. 


% L 




















NEW DELHI 


Ld Baliadiir Siastri 
Ho(^ 


P UNJAB AND SIND BANK 
thrashed IFFCO 4 0 to lift the 
Lai Bahadur SJiastn Memorial 
hockey trophy held in New Delhi’s 
Shivaji Stadium recently 
Several top teams such as Air 
India IFFCO, Namdhari XI, EME, 
Orient Sports Club (consisting of 
many Indian Airlines players) 
participated in the tournament 
which was sponsored by Orient 
Sports Craft Club in collaboration 


Other results (Junior boys) 
Ismail beat C Vijayan, 25-11, 
8-25,25-21 (Non-medalhst 
singles) Habeeb, SobhaCarrom 
Club beat Shafi, Hindustan CC, 
11-25,25-5,25-24 
Ralph F. Patrao 


NAGPUR 


Cential BaOnay 
HM&ay 


L ast year’s runner-up Jhansi 
Division with their improved 
performance this year annexed 
the coveted trophy in the Central 


Railway Inter-DivisionaJ Hockey 
Tournament 

Except for the 

semi-finalists—Jhansi, Bombay, 
Jabalpur and hosts Nagpur-—the 
rest of the four teams Bhusaval, 
Solapur, Bhopal and Combined 
Work-Shops put up a very poor 
performance 

Last year’s winners, Jabalpur 
lost to Jhansi in the semi-final and 
their players indulged m rough 
play during the game After the 
match, two of their players who 
tried to assault an umpire with 
sticks were beaten up by the 
spectators Bombay beat Nagpur 
in the second semi-final via the 
lie-breaker 

The final between Jhansi and 


withthe I,al Bahadur Shastn 
Memorial Hockey Society 
Namdhari XI were unlucky to 
have lost to a young and 


Members of the Punjab and Sind 
Bank hockey team with the Lai 
Bahadur Shastri trophy 


Bombay was a dull and drab affair 
which finally saw Jhansi 
emerging wmners They 


inexperienced IF’FCO side in the 
senii-fmal, when senior 
international Hardeep Singh 
missed an easy penalty stroke less 
than a minute before the goalless 
match ended However, in the 
tie-breaker, IFTOO’s goalkeeper 
Nadir Ah put up an impressive 
show and sealed Namdhari’s fate 
In the final, Punjab and Sind 
Bank had no difficulty in 
outplaying IFFCO and their star 
forwai’ds such as Gundeep 
Kumar, Ram Saran and 
Ripudaman Singh scored at will 
RasheedKMwai 


BANGALORE 


State CamM 


A * GHOUSEKHAN, of Bharat 
Elec't ronics Ltd , emerged 
senior singles and doubles 
champion in the 11th Annual 
State Ijcvel Carrom Tournament 
organised by i,he Telecom 
Recreation Club 
In the singles, Ghousekhan, 
over coming a stiff challenge from 
Salccin Ahmed beat him finally 
25 14, ) 5 25 25 21 andpairmg 
with M Govmdraj beat Saleem 
andSeona4 25 25-21,25-11 
In the women’s singles, B S 
Jaya of LIC beat Roopkala Anand 
of State Bank ol India 25-22, 
25-15 








struck once in each half throug^h 
Kaushlendra and K.P. Yadav. 

Joseph Rae 



M r. J.R.D. Tata, Chairman 
TATA group of companies 
inaugurated a new sports complex 
named after him at Jamshedpur, 
The rupees 11 crore complex is a 
gift from Tata Steel to the people 
of Jamshedpur. 

The complex has been primarily 
designed for hockey, football and 
track and field events with a 
seating capacity of 35.000 and 
provisions for further expansion. 
The complex sprawls over 30 




Delhi Unlverait^j^eiiierged ttoehamptona aftnragapof 16 
years in the AU-lndia Inter Varsity AUiletio Championship 
held at Xalyani Univ«stty> The Delhi University men 
claimed four gold, three silver and tvrobronae medals to top 
the table. Obi picture) The Dcdhi University team. 


acres and there are plans to add a 
swimming pool and a multi 
purpose indoor stadium. 

One of the highlights of the 
complex is the eight lane 
synthetic track to be imported , 
from Germany. 

Anian Chetteriee 


CALCUTTA 


biter^Sdiool (MdfiBt 


11GARPARA MAHAJATI 
iiviDYAPITH finished as the 
best side in the East Zone Thums 
Up Inter-School Cricket 
Championship recently. The 
North 24 Parganas distr ct 
champions beat the Calcutta 
champions South Point by a 
resounding 68 runs in the final at 
the Town ground. 


By finiehing East Zone 
champions, Agarpara go into the 
All-India finals which will be held i 
in Madras. This was the second 
time that Agarpara made it to the 
all-India final. The first time was 
in 1988-89 when the All-India was 
not held. 

South Point and Agarpara were 
more or less evenly matched with 
a number of State-level junior 
players in their sides. And one 
such player, the 15-year-old AJay 
Das. put up a brilliant all-round 
show to steer Agarpara to a facile 
win. 

South Point made the first error 
by deciding to field in the limited 
overs match after winning the 
toss. The wicket on which the 
final was played was not suitable 
for a school final and it was not 
tmderstood why the organisers 
could not manage a better ground. 

Agarpara hit 212. inclusive of 
eight penalty runs, in the 35 overs 
they faced. They lost only eight 



















wickets as Das and another 
under-19 Bengal cricketer. 
Jayanta Ghosh Dastidar, put up a 
89-run partnership to post a 
healthy total for Agarpara. 

Das’ 59 runs included four 4s 
and a 6. Ghosh Dastidar s brisk 40 
had five boundaries in it. The only 
successful bowler for South Point 
was Arijit Seiigupta who finished 
with three wickets for 39 runs. 

When South Point went in to bat 
j the Town wicket was already 
I crumbling Das drew first blood 
j for Agarpara removing the 



Worrell Day. This day, which 
marks the ioundation day of the 
CAB, is an eagerly awaited event 
every year. 

Physically handicapped 
persons, women and even senior 
journalists and players are among 
those who donate blood on the 
day. This year it was no different. 
Ram Chandra Chatterjee, a 
physically disabled man flrora 
Howrah and 40 women were 
among the 851 who donated their 
blood. 

The blood donation camp was 
held at the Pankaj Gupta Indoor 


Inset: Ajay Das was declared the 
man of tne match. Above: The 
Agarpara Mahajati Vidyapith 
cricket team celebrate their 
victory over South Point 


pixilific South Point opener 
Samrat Tiwari for only nine runs 
South Point never really recovered 
from that blow. 

Agarpara demonstrated better 
cricketing sense and despite a 
bumpy outfield, the Agarpara 
fielders did well to contain the 
South Point batsmen. 

Das. who bowls medium pace, 
struck at rogulai* intervals and 
the dicey wicket took care of the 
rest 

Only I’roba’ Dutta played a 
patient innings and remained not 
out on 51 (three fours) when 
South Point s share of overs ran 


out. Nilashish Ghosh made a late 
charge for South Point, but that 
was not enough. Ajay Das, who 
finished with figures of four 
wickets for 29 runs, was rightly 
adjudged ‘the Man of the Match'. 

Brief scores: Agarpara Mahajati 
Vidyapith 212/8 in 35 overs (Ajay 
Das 59, Jayanta Ghosh Dastidar 
40, Arijit Sengupta 3/39). South 
Point 144/6 in 35 overs (Probal 
Dutta 51 not out, Nilasiiish Ghosh 
22, Ajay Das 4/29). 



T he Cricket Association of 
Bengal and the Association of 
Voluntary Blood Donors have a 
unique way of celebrating Frank 


A blood donation camp was held 
to celebrate Frank Worrell Day by 
the CAB 

Coaching Centre and the players 
of the Howrah Union cricket team 
turned out en masse to donate 
blood. 

Every donor was given a CAB 
badge and a certificate 
autographed by former Test 
cricketer Gundappa Vishwanath. 


talerAai GoDegB 
AttdeUes 


H CXXJHLY MOHSm COLLEGE 
won the men’s title of the 
second Inter-Government College 
Athletics Championships which 
was held at the SAI-Netaji Subhas 


62 















Complex, Salt Lake. HMC logged a 
good 44 points to stay in the clear. 
The women’s title went to Acharya 
Brojendranath Seal College Cooch 
Behar, which aggpregated 36 
points over two days. 

Some of the best events of the 
championships were reserved for 
the final day of the meet to decide 
who were the fastest athletes. 
Partha Pratim Ghosh of 
Chandannagore College and 
HMC’s Subhabrata Dewan were 
the fastest in the 100m. While 
Ghosh clocked 11.2 seconds, 
Dewan stopped the clock at 13.7 
seconds. 

SoumHrsBoM 



CAl.CU'i'TA 


TlMfonr^ a nnu a l iqyo rts tor the o fthop esi tin ally 

W TtJiki mi th» OtilimAar Railway Stadhmi. 
:^o«nah; About BIXliMEraoiui, 

piartieipated lit AA svinta. The miit was oatigBitlMd bp 
Baatagn ^bfthopaedlo Institute and B es e a t oh Oentto, 

Bowxah. 


MWMtENOU 



I f ever there was something 
known as a piping hot 
favourite, it was Romantic Dancer 
who earned 10-2 on-money odds 
in the Classic Calcutta St Leger, 
the last and most gruelling of the 
classic races in the Calcutta 
season. 

Much, in fact too much, was at 
stake this time at the St I^eger for 
the twinkle-hoofed Romantic 
Dancer. It wasn’t just the Rs 
2,86,635 prize money in this race 
that was up for grabs; the 
Sovereign Silver-Cartier grey 
gelding, belonging to Mrs B.M, 
Khaitan and Mrs and Mr D. 
Khaitan, had already won the 
Calcutta 2000 Guineas and the 
Calcutta Derby. It jolly well had to 
win the last leg of the Classic 
Triple Crown trophy, lie had 
already notched up maximum 
points to win the Horse of the Year 
trophy and the St Leger win (and 
automatically the Triple Crown) 
would give him a collective 
moneybag of nearly seven lakh 
rupees. 

Gxiaranteed to make the best 
horse sweat, the 2800-metre St 
Leger was therefore considered as 
belonging to Romantic Dancer 
who had four other handsome 
pieces of horseflesh to contend 
with; Natski, Sandbagger, 
Citiglow and Twilight Lady. The 
second favourite, Sandbagger, 



had only the other day been 
trounced by more than three 
lengths in the Derby by the 
Dancer himself, but this time the 
chestnut colt (Paul Burke up> 
showed that he was capable of 
making the Dancer miss a beat or 
two. 


Pailnered by his old faithful, 
Bajrang Singh, Romantic Dancer 
was ridden in fine style, but 
perhaps with a wee bit too much of 
bravado on the part of the jockey 

Romantic Dancer (Bajrang 
Singh up) poses with Oivya 
Jalan, D. Khaitan, B.M. Khaitan 
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MADRAS 


Soufli bidia Tamis 


I T is to the credit of former 
national champion Nandan Bal, 
now 38, not fully fit and playing 
only occasional tournaments, that 
he was still able to reach the men's 
singles final of the South India 
Tennis Championship. This 
prestigious ranking tournament 
on the AITA calendar, was 
sponsored by India Cements and 
conducted by the Madras Cricket 
Club, That said, it must also be 
admitted that the fact that Bal 
reached the final was a sad 
commentary on the standard of 
some of the younger Indian 
players. Some of whom are 
expected to be standard bearers in 
the future. 

In fact Bal could well have won 
the title. After all, he was not 


ManoJ Kumar of Tamil Nadu won 
1^ South India Tennis 

actually beaten by Manoj Kumar, 
the 23-year-old player from Tamil 
Nadu. Down 2-5 in the first set Bal, 
who won the national title three 
years in a row from 1983 to 1985, 
was forced to concede because of 
injury. In the fifth game while 
trying to make a return, he was 
suddenly seen clutching his thigh 
and apparently in much pain. He 
had pulled a thigh muscle and 
though he tried gamely for a few 
more games, he was in no 
physical shape to offer any 
resistance. And in the eighth 
game he indicated to the umpire 
that he was quitting and then 
ambled up to the net to shake 
Manoj Kumar’s hand. 

For once, there was a lai’ge 
number of entries in the women’s 
singles—more than 40—and the 
fare provided a pleasant surprise. 
In fact, the most positive aspect of 
the week long event w^as the fact 
that the standard in the women’s 
singles event had improved. And 
the star of the t.,'ow was an 
unknown and uii needed, but 
highly talented. 14' vear-old girl 
from Coimbatore— K. V. 

Nirupama The daug hter of 
former Tamil Nadu State 
cricketer K.S. Vaidyanathan. 
Nirupama is a fast rising star on 
the Indian tennis firmament. She 
caused a stir by surprising second 
seeded Falg^uni Parsana in the 


second round, but such was the 
impact of her 6-2, 6-1 win, that 
thereafter she was the favourite 
for every match—even against 
third seed Divya Merchant in the 
semi final. She duly won in three 
hard fought sets and went on to 
win the title with a 6-4, 7-6 (8-6) 
victory over V Aarthi of 
Karnataka 

Top seeded Monisha Mehta of 
Gujarat lost to Aarthi in the semi 
finals while another fancied 
player Sheetal Khanna, the 
left-hander from Bengal went 
down to Divya Merchant in the 
quarter finals. 

Ironically Nirupama who was 
top seed in the girls under-16 
event lost to Sahiba Chaddha. 

The boys events—under-18 and 
under-14 —predictably attracted 
considerable attention given the 
transition stage that Indian tennis 
is in today. However, the fare 
came as a disappointment. The 
only saving grace was the form 
displayed by tiny tot Saurav Papja 
of Bengal. Playing under the 
Batra Tennis Centre banner, the 
13-year-old lost in the final of the 
under-14 event to Jaideep Shetty 
of M aharashtra, but he showed 
enough of his talent and with 
proper guidance could prove to be 
a star in the future. 

Akash Lamba in an all BAT 
affair in the under-18 final 
surprised the top seed Altaf 
Merchant to win the title. 

Panab Ramchand 



















































1MB «NBinS HALL OF SHAME 


•tNASHAKULLO 




.Ui'M 


f)PAM\5K ecnCBR VSALewriM LOREH RECEIVED 
A UFETIME BAH FWOM AMATEUR SOCINfe APtER 
TAWHfe /MATTERS 1WD W\Sa*JH RAHDS PURIMfo 
THE lC>6A-OLYMPIC. SAMES. THE PEATHERViEUsHU 
WHO WAS DtSQOAUFlEP APtERREPEATED WARH\KiG>5 
FDR HOLOIH6 AND 0 PEH- 6 LCWE Hl-mHfa, TURNED TD 
WUH&ARIAM REFEREE •SERMER AHP 

SUi66>EPW»M\l4THE FACE.' 


UN\VER5>»TV OF PItTSSUI^H BASKETBAUL COACH 
pOCCABiaOM LET H& TEMPER. SeTTHE BBSTOF 
HIM C5URN6 A &AMEV»m 

PlS^iCneFIEPWrtH the OFFlClATlWCr, COC SATHERED 
OF H\STEAM‘S DCTRA SWEAT SUITS. TOHBS. ANP 
FRAiCnCF BALLS AHD CARTEpTHEMCWERTOTVE 
HEKTUCW?^ BEWCH. ''V*3S£ OFW/C/AiSA^&V^Af^ 

Yoc/£l0^/m/A/&. yixjMmr^^sii^ 

rW/" CARLSOK R3AREP SEFCRE CXJMPIN& THE 
\r&f6 ATTHE FffirOF KEWTUCW COACH AOXPH 








ATTHE 1980 BOISE STATE ltvNlTATIONAA_a»£S- 
COmUTRY MEET, TVfZSE ME3t\ FROM tTEFEMOINO 
NCAA CHAMPION UNWERSHYOF TEXAS ' 
fiL py^ WERE RONNINGf ONe.TVO^THR^. 
TvfeyVCOUD'V/E- FINlSHgP TH^ 
TRiOTDQKASMRDN&TURti- vJEBER^AgE 
TliTAH'i COUV-B&E'S 000& FRIEDUV CAME F^M 


CGU&ORHO UJD» K.\V«W=>, /rin.c*^ 

I?UNMN6 


IHR^OUS (30L.FFR0 l.EPfVSD^CKV40USE,WHO 
PlAYEP IN THE U«E 19305 AND EARIY 19^5, 
ONCE BLEW WVS STAXAT ATCXURNAMEMT IN 
TEXAS^ after ORWlNfir SIX STRAVSHT BAU.S 
INTO A lake, the furious STACKHOUSE 
THREW HlSCLtJBANP60LFBASlNTO1VtEWATEe 
WHEN rtS CApSe S6&WmD®l&&LE, LEFTY 
TV«^ HIM\NTHEPRlNK.Tt». THEN.TDCW* 
OFF Hi SWET ANP WILPTlRAOE. TH^ STEAM¬ 
ING PUFFER COOLe.P OFF SYTO^lKiG 
Hl/HSELFINTWEIAKE/ y?,/ , 


















The Tolani Masters Teams i& one 
of the more prestigious events on 
the national calendar restricted 
to those who have attained at least 
the rank of National Master In 
the last one held as usual at 
Bombay the HCL teani, fresh 
from its triumph in the Ruia 
Nat lonal ()pen Teams earlier in 
December won again after 
surviving a close call in the 
semi linal round-robin Today's 
hand lb from the final 


NORTH(dutTimy) 

,0 9 7 4 
K 7 6 *5 
A 10 7 6 

♦ 5 

WEST EAST 

«10 3,> WAi85 

09 #AJ10 1? 

e ,! 4 

4KO 10 976 J32 

SOUTH 
K 6 
8 4 

K Q J 9 5 3 
4 A B 4 


SOUTH WEST 
1 34 

4 Pass 


NORTH EAST 
3 24 

5 All pa&s 


This was the auction in the 
Closed Hoorn A heart lead would 
have settled the issue at the outset 
but West, naturally enough, led 
the king of clubs TheHCL^uth 
won the club lead, ruffed a club, 
led a spade to his king, crossed 
over to the ace of diamonds and 
led another low spade off the table 
East made the mistake of going up 
with the jack, not realising how it 
could cost However, declarer 
ruffed the club return on the table 
and pulled the queen of spades to 
set up the rune for a heart pitch 

The contract could have, 
however, been made on its own 
steam Since East was likely to 
have three clubs, declarer should 
have won the club ace, ruffed a 
club, led a spade to the king 
ruffed the last club with the ace, 
drawn just one round of trump 
and led a spade to dummy s nine 
On winning the jack. East, with 
only major suit cards left in hand, 
would be end-played forced 
either to open up hearts or else set 
up dummy’s spade queen with the 


diamond icn as entry (that is why 
declarer »”> n afford only one 
round of trumps) 

At the other table, after the 
same start, the HCL East, finding 
himself out-gunned, passed 
throughout, giving South room to 
bid 3 NT which he felt he could 
defeat rather than four or five 
diamonds which might well make 
This decision to ‘Pass’ rather than 
bid lour clubs was to have a 
remarkable effect on the play 
Here also West led the club king 
and declarer won his ace, ruffed a 
club led a spade to his king At 
this stage, not expecting East to 
have passed throughout with two 
aces, three clubs and a stiff 
diamond South placed him with 
only two clubs and possibly two 
diamonds Without rutting the 
third club, he drew two rounds of 
trumps and then led a spade to 
dummy's rune expecting an 
end-play if Eaist had no more c lubs 
left As it was. East had a club to 
return one down Silence can 
at times be golden' 

Shantanu ChoM 


MILESTONES 


ACCUSED :Diego 
I Maradona ot being 
linked in a drugs and 
sex ring m Italy This 
came after a tapped 
telephonic conversation 
in which he had talked 
about some ‘gcxxls’ 

I RECORDS SET’ National 
I iword m the 56 kgs 
! weight category by R 
I Chandrasc'kharan who 
I hfted a total of 260 kgs 
The previous record was 
I 257 5 kps 

1 Chayya Adak of Bengal 
in the 52 kgs categoi y 
She totalled 170 kgs 
bettering her Beijing 
bronze medal weight of 
152 5 kgs 

FORMED : A weltai e fund 
by theHinduja 
Foundation for 


providing monthly 
stipends to sports 
personalities who won 
medals for India at the 
Olympic and Asian 
Games 

DIED; Hon Pickering a 
leading British athletics 
coach and broadcaster at 
the age of 60, in London 

RECORD SET: By Leroy 
Burrell in the 60m world 
indoor, with a time of 
6 48 secs bettering 6 50 
secs, set by fellow 
American Lee McRae 

WON: Austria's Admira 
Wacker club, the 
Merdeka soccer 
Tournament defeating 
China in Kuala Lumpur 

DENIED: Roger Milla that 
he had tried to hold 
English Football to 
ransom He had 
reportedly asked for E 


' f 


GM VIswanathan Anand 

30,000 as appearance 
fees in a friendly maten 
between England and 
Cameroon 

EMBARKED: Viswanathan 
Anand to Linares 
(Spain) to play m a 


tournament in which 
both Garry Kasparov 
and Anatoly Karpov are 
participating 

RELEASED Tony Adams 
defendei of England, 
from jail after serving a 
2 month sentence for 
drunk driving 

ACCUSED' Linford 
Christie by Leroy Burrell 
for making a post race 
death threat, after the 
former was defeated m 
an international track 
meet at Cosford 
ACCEPTED: Manoj Kothan 
as a professional by the 
World Professional 
Billiards and Snooker 
Association 

WON: Guy Forget of 
France, the Donnay 
Indoor Championship, 
defeating Andrei 
Cherkasov of the Soviet 
Union 













T he bioodlust of soooer is a never-ezuling 
and seemingly unoontroUabte 
phenomenon. From Calcutta’s Eden 
Gardena through the game’s most sacred 
cathedrals to the notorious Heysel Stadium in 
Bmsaels. the trail of Idood and death stretches 
across the length and breadth of this planet. And 
hence, when the latest bloodletting occurred, no 
one reAUy bothered to give the incident its due 
news importance 

A local league match was being watched by ' 
20,000 people in the Ernest Qppenheimer 
Stadium near Johannesburg, South Afiica, when 
fighting erupted in the stands spreading panic 
all around and causing a massive stampede near 
the exit points where 40 people died in a brief but 
deadly orgy of squeeze and Jostle. The dead also 
included two children. 

And like a haunting omen, it was once again a 
oontroversial refereeing decision that triggered 
the violence and the deaths 
Describing the situation leading to the 
incident, a pohoe department official later said, 
‘Bottle-throwing began immediately after a goal 
was scored and people in panic started to run for 
the gates where th^ got crushed under the feet 
of those who reached late and were in a great 
hurry to get out of the stadium.’ 

It was not immediately known which group of 
fans started the brick-batting since both the 
dubs, Kaizer Chids and Orlando Pirates have 
large followings in the townships around 
Johaimesburg 

But is it really important to know who started 
the fire^ What is important is soccer continues to 
face the spectre of bloodshed and death 

HailTtllwCIriit 

E veryone quickly sensed that Marco 
Van Basten has changed For the better, 
of course, but the reason that caused the 
metamorphosis is interesting to those 
who always thought that m football captaincy is 
not that big a deal as in most other sports 
It 18 being suggested admirers and experts 

alike that since he began to wear the Dutch 
captam's armband he has completely shed his 
sulking, aloof image and is taking a keen 
interest in bolstering his side’s footballing as well 
as moral strength 

And more important than that his own game 
also has shown clear signs of improvement, with 



some of the finest goals being scored by him for 
Holland in the last few months. 

Just the other day against Malta, Van Basten 
showed his Pelesque soccer excellence when he 
oombmed with Ruud Gullit to score a goal that 
people would be talking about for years. 

Ruud Gullit crossed flrom the right. Marco Van 
Basten, his back to the goal, caught the ball on 
one foot, let it bounce once and unleashed a 
bicycle kick that beat Malta’s goalkeeper John 
duett ftvm 20 yards. Pundits say it was all 
because of that armband and the glory that it 
represents. 

An insider reports that even his 
relationship with his teammates have begim to 
change. In Italy, a year ago, hiB arrogance was 
such that Dutch substitutes never ever dared to 
speak to him. But now even the 
don’t-give-a-damn Ruud Gullit is keeping quiet 
and IS happily playing second fiddle to his new 
leader Van Basten. 

And the way Van Basten played against Malta 
all the bitter memories of his unsuccessful Italia 
’90 experience were erased instantly. So, hail to 
the chief. And the armband. 









ZtetZMlIi 


Z I(X> has waged hiB war for BnEiUaa 

football. Hlaoruaade ratber. ZLoobeUeves 
that the greateat danger to hia country's 
glorioua aoooer heritage steins firom 
those good-for-nothing crfftoials who stalk 
football’s oorridora of power, masquerading as 
direotors and managera. 

They are the parasitee, Zioo is convinced, and 
now the country’s Secretary of Sports, has 

unveiled his intention to get rid of them. 

And believe it or not, one ctf the big fiah that he 
wants to take out of the water is none other than 
Rioardo Taaceira, the President of CBF and most 
important of all. aon-in-law of the FIFA supremo 
Joao Havelange. 

This certainly will stir up a hornet's nest, 
though it is unlik^ that Zioo will budge from his 
stand, for he has already expounded his 
belUd'about the diabolical influence that this 
self-proclaimed do-gooders have cast on the 
nation’s richest heritage. 


A ngry fans 

attacking players on 
the pitch IS no 
unusual sight In 
fact, quite a familiar one 
nowadays But a head of state 
weepmg openly, disturbed 
and anguished by mob 
violence on a soccer field, was 
a rare sight indeed 
Durmg the recent African 
Champions’ Cup final between 
Red Devils and Jeimesse 
Sportive, unruly spectators 
stormed the gixiund, chased a 
player and almost lynched 
him In the VIP enclosure was 
sitting the celebrated 2Sambian 
President Kenneth Kaunda, a 
tireless apostle of peace and 
international understanding 
Distressed by the ugly 
incident and what he 
considered desecretion of the 
beautiftii game. President 
Kaunda broke down m tears, 
while security forces had a 
harrowing time rescuing the 
hapless player from mob fury 



enPrttsManlWept 





There are Presidents of Confederations who 
were never anything, but tods^ thqy are in 
charge And they are benefiting from sport more 
than helping sport.” 

Unfortunately enough. Taxeira perfectly fits 
Zico’s description of what he called the parasites’. 

Taxeira, though a very, very successful 
busmessman in Rio De Janerio, has never plajmd 
competitive football and has never been involved 
as a director at even club level. 

HawallmDifiai 


T he 1984 World Cup scramUe has begun 
in the Umted States. Cities are now 
putting money on the taUe to host 
matches of what has been forecast by 
experts to be the most low-key World Cup show in 
recent times. 

And, unbelievatde though it may seem, the first 
to make the bid was Honolulusituated far out in 
the middle of the Pacific. 

Everyone thou^t they were kidding. 

But that impression qvdbkly dttanged when 

they sent in the $ 60,000 depoidt for the rights to 

sta^ three first round games. • 
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n OBERTREDFOBDbeain% he’s only a 
■C footballer. But teU that to UiB Kits.'Ilisy 
JlllbouM probably tell you nune about their 
Oaaaa’s aotbog talents (strictly of 

course) than how he plasrs on the field. 
Everyone knows that Mr. Paul Gascoigne is a 
saucy fallow but that didn’t stop Barbie doU 
locritalikes Hayley Spicer and Kate Burt from 
trying to vie for his attentions (should that 
reulaffiBctionB?) 

Both the Barbie role models did everything 
but scratch each other’s eyes out in an all out 
effort to catch the glint in Qaaasa’s eye. In the 
process, they behaved like anything but role 
models for little girls. 

On seeing Qa:^. a flighty Kate pecked him 
on ^ chei^. a favour which Oazza, ever 
chivalrous, returned with interest. He said, 
"She’s beautiful." An envious Hayley on being 
asked whether she would steal (or try to) 

Kate’s beautumed up her cute little nose and 
snorted, "I would not go out with him. Barbie 
(mly has eyes for her bos^friend Ken.” So 
s^dng she went on to beat 4,000 other 
hcqief^ to win the part of Barbie. Hell hath no 
tary... 

Sometimes even Paul Gascoigne can make a 
wrong choice. Perhaps he can’t recognise class 
just as some csn’t recognise his class on the 
field. 

Qazza lands one on Kate while Hayley (InsaQ 
unperturbed waNced away with the title of Barbie 


F OOTBALL’S PETER PAN is back again for 
the umpteenth time to do duty for Queen 
and country. Bryan Robeon roared back 
into action against Cameroon dispelling all 
doubts that he had become part of soccer’s 
infamous junk yard. 

"Obviously there were a few doubts going 
through my mind when I came back from the 
World Cup,” he said. “Not just about my 
England future, but whether 1 could put my 
career back on course.” 

Put it back on course he did, after a few 
operations on his AchiUes tendon put the zip 
t^k into him. 

Even the captain’s post was waiting for the 
grand old man, though of course, it was taken 
away from Gary Lineker. Robbo stoutly 
defended this decision while at the Bamp time 
he felt sorry for Lineker. Tdhavebeen 
disappointed if Pd been picked and not been 
cs^ptito. I’ve captained England 65 times, so 
tb^’s no pressiuo on me.” 

Robson will go down in football history as 
one of the best player captains England NEVER 
had. 


Bryan Robaon: for the Engtiati csptain It’s ‘Never 
Say Never Again’ 















1 7 yw f o W Kh«iadR»^ikiwHhht« coach 
Damian SmicMo In Baghdad. Both 
paMaidlytOr p a ac a 

T F the clouds of war ever happen to pass 
I away from the Qulf. among the other 
Jkohanges, one thing Is for ocniain. Kuwait's 
national tennis team will retxmi home intact 
And when they do. no-cne will be more happier 
than IT'yeaT'^ Khaled Radhid and his 
American ooaoh Damian Sancilio. 

l\irtunatoly tor the tenniateam II when Iraq 
invaded Kua^t on that fateful day of August 
2,1990. a part ofthe Kuwaiti ten^ team were 
oompethitfta the Arabian Championablps 
wldte the others wrae in TiigoBiavia. Sa^, 
Kuwaiti athletea became prime targets fiin* 
Irato soldiers. The captain <rf the national 
hasiketball team was executed faetote 40 pso|ds. 
*%eoau8e the Iraqis knew he was an athlete. To 
them an athlete lapwaexited Kuandth future,'’ 
said jymC!alvt&, odach of Kuwaifa national 
Boon after thia, the Iraqis 
kUhaiaiglrt members of the wsterpok) team, 
tbzte Arctn tim swimming team and knocked 
Cir Shaikh FiM, preaident of the Olympic 
Oommitlanand BiagmirUhrct^ 

Tennis himaema&loUcwiag in Kuwait now, 
Bmnlm to idSbtis by SaitoOto iii^ootttidbu^ 
mton jni^iideuM 

'miagoodaimimstheiiiotngti^ 

‘ orBamdd.* 

editor Kuwaid to the 
itoitid* Sadtiid ptowto 
ImiMitoim wit^nemmhave anldnitity. 

lmii|0«te. ‘Thadagobdekperience theta. I 
rnteiir littt sotohd or th^^ 

|lM4kaerioa, ttmoghatmtetonatiM think 


J OKES axe jdkee, bid there are some that go 
too fSr. Like the rumour fuelled by a zea^ 
oomy mind that ahotde Bombay. Sunil 
Oavaakar ie dead! Quite eimply e ve rybo d y waa 
bewildered. 

The victim—Mr Qavaekar—himself was, 
after a long time, literally stumped. He erne 
totally foxed by the sudeto spute of phone oalla 
and enquiriea that were addressed to his 
pceaent state of ezietenoe. ite himself went 
about the day m the usual manner: going to 
hia Nirlon'a otfioe. then home for lunrh 
fcdlowed by some badminton at the Bombay 
Gymkhana. 

1 was surprised at the number of phone 
calls I received after 1 reached home 
Apparently this has been happening all day." 
but sinoe Pammi (his wife) was not at home,' 
there waa nobody to dispel the rumour, "the 
master shot back The rumour bad been so 
widespread in Bombay, that the IndepeadentA 
daily newspaper cazT^ a strong denial in 
Sunny’s defence the next day 
What perhaps could have started the rumour 
was the absence of his parents ail day from 
their Dadar home. But how this served as a 
reason, we fail to wonder ‘fortunately they 
were out visiting a sick aunt in hospitai This 
would have been too much of aahock for them. 
But then, their absence added an extra 
dimension to the rumour " 
live it up. Sonny! 
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- LIGHT, 

fbir-haired 
Kerry 
Shaoklock 
walked 
slowly into 
the airliner emd eetOed 
into her seat. She knew 
that when she flew home 
again she could expect 
fame or heartbreak. This 
flight took 21-year-old 
champion swimmer 
Kerry on a tense, 
mak^r-break Joum^. 
For the girl who is the 
British synchronised 
swimming champion 
was to give bm'badly 


injured neck the 
ultimate test. 

If it stood up to more 
than six hours a diQT af< 
rigorous 

training—swimming 
and sweating it out with 
weights-Kerry would be 
lMM:k with the team 
where she belonged. If it 
didn't, she would be Just 
another pretty girl, 
hopefully trying to 
break into the tough 
world cf modelling 
Kerry told me before 

Boyfriend Steve Beckley: 
world levelln record 
holder 


The BrlUeh Synchro 
Teem, teWno e br e ek 
from psttem-formlnfl In 
the pool 

her fateful flight to 
Canada took off: Tm 
desperately hoping it’s 
going to be alright. This 
te it. Going to Canada 
will sort it out one way 
or the other. They train 
so hard over there that, 
if I cant manage, there's 
no point in oanying on." 

And when Kerry 
starts to test the neck 
she hurt falling flrom a 
bed in Yugoslavia, she 
will be eagerly watching 
tor the postman and 
waiting for the phone to 
ring. 

she desperately 
needs the support of 
boy-friend St^ 

Backley, the world 
champion javelin 
thrower. It was Steve 


who put the stert into 
Kerry's soul to fight 
back against the pain of 
her injury to swim 
again. 

She said: "Steve was 
always there. When I 
was worried about going 


This year Td 
like to be in 
the medals for 
the 

Europeans. 
Gold would be 
lovely and, of 
course^ the 
Olympics are 
coming up, 
too. My main 
priority now is 
swimming 
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And when 
Kerry starts 
to test the 
neck she hurt 
falling from a 
bed in 
Yugoslavia 
she will be 
eagerly 
watching for 
the postman 
and waiting 
for the phone 
taring 


taken to hospital, where 
the doctors spoke only a 
flew words of English. 
The British team doctor 
came and told me that 
some of my vertebrae 
had been Imocked out by 
the fall, and one had not 
gone back properly. 
“But, then without 
saying anything, the 
doctors started putting a 
big plaster oast on me. It 
even went over my head. 

“Steve was only 
allowed to visit me fbr an 
hour. It was awful, I 
oouldnl; move. It was 
complete isolation. But 
the next day. they 


Terrified of streiniiig her 
beck, Kerry hn tieen 
training very gently>a 
neae three hours a day 
and weight lifting every 
other dey 

moved me to another 
room where I could have 
visitors all the time. 

That was much better. 
“Steve stayed in hospital 
with me nearly all the 
time” 

“This year Td like to be 
in the medals for the 
Europeans. Gold would 
be lovely and, of course, 
'OieOlympiosajre 
coming up, too. My 


main priority now is 
swimming." 

And, Kerry has 
another ambition, too. 
She told me “I’d like to 
get into modelling. Tve 
done a few things here 
and there. ^ 

She smiled at the 
thought, her face 
lighting up with 
enthusiasm.. .the sort of 
zest adiich has enabled 
Imr to fight the battie of 
her life. 

And to keep on 
fighting. 
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A flashing Benetton provides the 
backdrop for a fire-proof mask clad 
Formula One aficionado 
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Fame, fortime and beautiful lovers were 
the artist's spurs, but the terrible 
downside of racmg, due to the falhbihty 
of the early machines, produced a certain 
contradictory humihly in the most 
bulhsh participants It is rarely present 
today when fortune comes first 
Motor racing of course is not the only 
sport which has been hijacked by money 
Tennis skiing, boating—-everything 
screams its vulgar logos, reviving 
tempers naturally keyed up by adrenahn 
mto overdrive through greed But motor 
facmg, dependent on more hardware 
than the rest put together, is the state of 
the art of the state of mind which revels 
m big bucks, jet lag and techno-jargon 
In the next two years more than 22 
different makes of 3 5 htre engines will be 
built and raced by factories on every 
continent convinced that motor sport is 
the technological and commercial 
battleheldoftheeOs It is no longer one 
lone man up agamst the limits imposed 
on him by his maker but a cacophony of 
super-expensive support systems, 
starting with the pit 

Each Formula One car is linked to a 
bank of screens which record all its 
tensions its temperature, its tiniest 
reactions Speed heat vibration, surge, 
thrust meltdown, all the cnticals are 
reduced to manageable mathematics in 
the garage while out on the track the 
potential champion is at the wheel as if in 
a remote control Dinky toy 
Ayi ton Senna and those glamorous 
fi ontmen who have to take these chances 
will not like it described in this way 
There is still the odd element of fate 
There is still the human dimension, 
revved up by the thought of all that 
money There is still that moment of skill 
which comes to craftsmen when they are 
at their peak in any field and which in 
motor racing, is conspicuous even to the 
layman and even at ISOmph At this 
moment in history Senna has laid down 
his marker to the rest of them He can do 
thmgs with cars which they cannot and 
the knowledge drives them mad 
These days the typical racmg driver 
(apart fi om Nigel Mansell who is 
lingering m a British time wax p) looks 
less like a matinee idol than a man of the 
people He will probably have long cui ly 
hail a slender torso and look like he 
might break into a chorus of O Sole Mio 
any moment or score a goal with a 
penalty kick He seems as if he might 
have spent the night in front of some 
shrine to the Madonna befoie entering 
the ring to slaughter a 6001b bull He will 
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have the same dependence on little 24-hour boozing and a lot of pit-line 

ntuals and good luck fetishes talent pit poseurs pit pests and pit 

At no point will he be allowed to forget pulchritude Girls in spangled Lurex 
that this IS seiious business It costs £,45 tights oblivious of the huge heat girls in 

million to keep one team of two drivers Panstick rendering their ag^e or race 

hke Prost and Mansell or Senna and inscrutable 

Bet ger on the t oad lor a yeai The In the corporate boxes it is as if the 

Adelaide Giand Prix cost L125 million to Great Australian Bight had been emptied 
stage and all this must be recouped m of lobsters and oysters E^'igies of exotic 
box office advertising TV and video creatures from ibises to koalas sculpted 

rights fioni a worldwide audience 

It IS a lecipe for a huge occasion a Former world motorcycling champion 

four day meet filled with many othei Barry Sheene (right), now with Channel 

calibre cai s an amplified rock concert Nine, shares a |oke with Nigel Mansell 















in butter imraculously defy the 
100-degree heat courtesy of the 
dynamo-droning air-conditioning 
In the pits the mechanics are eatmg not 
lobsters but chng-wrapped cheese 
sandwiches and slakmg their working 
thirst not with champagne but Coke, and 
somewhere out there almost irrelevant 
to the party atmosphere, is the race 
Twenty men dnvmg their balls off to 
knock one or two tenths of a mcond off 
the lap time and to see where it can be 
done on the circuit,’ is how it is explained 
And just as suddenly it’s all over The 


Stirling Moss’ habit of showering 
before getting Into his car had 
dubious Intentions 




pits are closed The girls have left The 
butter IS melted The jets have gone to the 
Gulf and the executives home to their 
wives Somewhere along the way Senna 
has careered off the track at 160-mph 
straight mto a hne of tyres and no one at 
any point has asked why, what happened 
or whether he is all right No one cares 
anymore 

What did actually happen back there in 
Adelaide^ What was it aU about^ Was it a 
mass one-night stand, a gross seduction 
to persuade 160,000 people to part with 
£12 million m the brief belief that some of 
that roar energy could be theirs’^ 

Five years down the line, they 
said, as the champagne spilled, the 
super technology we have just witnessed 
will filter down to the corporate Mercedes 
or BMW driver to soothe his daily lot 

And BO, m this name, the circus can 
move on 

TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHS ASIA FEATURES 

















C ALL a spade a 
spade Hah, go tell 
it to the French If 
those guys had 
their way they’d call it a 
‘fork de flat’ or some¬ 
thing Look at what 
they’ve done to sport 
Sipping ‘cafe’ in their 
‘bistros, the Parisians 
have embarked on a mis 
Sion The objective'^ To 
add to the confusion that 
already exists in world 
sport 

Why else would they 
want to take tried-and- 
tested terms hke mana- 
ger and coach and 
change them to ‘man- 
ageurs’ ’ and ‘en- 
traineurs’ respectively*? 
Or call a corner ‘tir 
D’angle”? Think that’s 
the pits'? Well, try roll¬ 
ing ‘as’ around on your 


m 


tongue That, pal, is 
French for ace' 

Hell, if those guys 
wanna get tough, so can 
we Let’s you and me— 
bbaratiyaa- do some 
changing too How ab¬ 
out callmg our coaches 
kbiladi ke abikabaks^ 
Who m turu could, help 
our kbiladis perfect the 
art of curving kona 
kicks past bemuddled 
opponents Why,Pap- 
pachan could even be the 
Indian team’s kona kick 
expert How does that 


sound for starters'? 

Of course, if the khila 
di ke abiksbak couldn’t 
inspire his team enough 
to earn enough konaa 
and convert them into 
goals, the game would 
go into the tiebreaker 
Only we wouldn’t refer 
to itassuch We’d call It a 
kant ki langot todna 

Moving to motor 
sport, the Frenchies 
want to call Ayrton Sen¬ 
na’s parking slot—pole 
position—the ‘position 
de tete’ We, on the other 



t c^il aiiro#^ 

Kabit OeV cham^araf-ka 



khiladt? 
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hand can watch with 
bated breath as the 
Brazihan Fbrmula One 
ace refuses to buckle 
under the dabao—press* 
ure, mate or ‘pression’ if 
you’re French—to notch 
up yet another dande ke 
jag 

What about table ten¬ 
nis the game of loop¬ 
ing topspin forehands 
and viciously chopped 
backhands Would be > 
great to watch Kamlesh 
Mehta playing batti ke 
nicbe, table ke upar, de 
thakatak le tbakatak 
and foxing his opponent 
with his uita hath Back¬ 
hand, Billy 

Wimbledon this year 
would have a definitely 
altered flavour Becker 
would serve ekkaa 
(aces Edberg would go 
a tool—the French call a 
service break ‘balle de 
breche’ now-up And 
Graf would still be run¬ 
ning around her ulta 
hath to hit an andhar 
bahar aamne hath In¬ 
side out forehandSfbut of 
course 

But It would be in 
cricket that the humour 
could really surface 
Kapil Dev would stake 
his claim to be the 
world’s best oharo taraf 
ke kbiladi —^allrounder, 
what else*?-with fluent 
cbalaoe off the front 
foot Of course he’d need 
all the help he can get 
from the fielder sta¬ 
tioned at bewakuf ka 
jagab —silly point—as 
weU as the guy at Iambs 
pao 

Maybe if the ultra- 
patnotic Frenchies came 
across these sugges¬ 
tions, they’d decide to 
leave sporting terminol¬ 
ogy as it 18 As for me, 
the next person to come 
knocking on my door 
might well be Ashok 
Singhal, eager to recruit 
me for his party' 






Vital tips 

for exciting writing 






































Old spice 

MOISTURISER. 

Made for a man*s skin. 

In a man's world you need a 
man's dry skin treatmem 
CM Spke Moisaaiser 
Creamy, soodi^, m 
Old Motstuns^4l<#^ 
those dry spots, gendy. 


nunsture ana tone'reucmng 
emolbents. And tfm sensuous 












WITH SIMILAR PLAYING STYLES, BUT CONTRASTING PERSONALITIES. 

EDBERG AND BECKER SEEM PREPARED TO EMERGE FROM THE 
SHADOWS OF BORG AND McENROE TO PUT THE WORD RIVALRY' BACK 
INTO THE TENNIS DICTIONARY 





And you thought we only delivered documents! 

































VOICES 


“Exhorting bowlmv for« greatar 
effort it dmw all tho time and if 
anyone faala offended by it ha 
ahoukf thMdc hla etara that he dM 
not play afpinat Paklatan when 
Sarfraz waa playing, w when the 
Auatrallarw (In mid 70a) were at 
their aledging beat. One waa 
tempted to carry one’a parenta’ 
marriage certificate Indwhip 
pocket. If only to atop being 
called ‘a...baatard' practlMlIy 
every over. That by the way waa 
the mildeat of aledging then.” 
SUNIL GAVASKAR explains that 
though things went out of hand at 
Jamshedpur, needling of bowlers 
was always common In this case 
he was refemng to More and 
Lamba 


“In order to atay number one, 
two or three, you have to play 
rimoat 20 toumamenta a year 
and that in my opinion la way 
too mudi. It makes it very 
hard...Too hard, too long artd 
too much.” 

BORIS BED(ER on the tough 
schedule of the ATP Tour He is of 
toe opinion that more ATP points 
be awarded for the Grand Slam 
wins 

“In the three months left this 
season, other stories are going 
to start and I’m prepared for 
everything. I’m very 
disappointed and if I could. I’d 
right now go to Cuba or Jamaica 
with my family.” 

DIEGO MARADONA, after being 
accused of being involved in a 
drugs and sex scandal 



“That’s (false starts) what threw 
me off. I think those guys are 
trying to mess me up and I don’t 
think that’s hilr. Everyone's 
hying to throw me off and hying 
to beat toe gun and pull a fast 
one on me. But I’m not going to 
let toat bother me.” 

BEN JOHNSON on toe three false 
starts toat preceded his photo 
finish win against Bmny Sunn in 
the SOm at^ Canadian Indoor 
Championship. 


“Sampras la a great player and 
will be a better piaybr. He has 
toe potential to be the number 
one In the world, he’s got all the 
tools. He has the confidence and 
he Is maturing as a player. It’s 
disappoinling that I was not 
given a fair shake to at least try 
to beat him.” 

JOHNMcENROE. after he was 
defeated by Sampras in the 
serrfi'final d toe US Pro indoor 
Tennis Championshtp 



“Soccer lives by its simplicity 
and its easy rules that most 
people can understand, if you 
make toings more complicated 
the fans understand less and 


FRANZ BECKENBAUER makes it 
dear toat he is against any radical 
changes that FIFA have been 
contemplating to end the goal 
draught 
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8 Tennis’Juxtteat new 
rismlry: B|cn^ fieoker 
vs Stefan Edberg. A 
complete look ait their 
gaxne,stTong points, 
penonal lives and 
careers of the two 
hotteet properties of Qw 
tennis world today. 

4 ftp.T.TJsha has mif 
W 9h6r heart out for 
the country. Now she is 
getting us^ to life away 
from the track and 
preparing for her 
wedding. Shevlin 
Sebastian spent a day in- 
the life of a retired 
champion. 


China 

f dsyntoine: How 
come Qdna with so 
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Maradona taking a shower with his wife. He’s 
acquiring a reputation more for dope and girls 
than for soccer In Italy 


CHICKS N DRUGS 


Ain't no rock 'n roll 


Y OU win some, you lose some, right? Diego 
Maradona loses everything. ..right from the 
World Cup, to the last vestiges of his already 
crumbling sense of decericy. 

The Argentine maestro has now been implicated 
in a sex and drugs scandal, when telephone calls 
intercepted during investigation into a drug 
trafficking and prostitution ring was traced to his 
house. Well, if you think all that is old hat try this one 
for size; Mr Maradona has actually admitted to his 
involvement with prostitutes linked to a Mafia clan. 
The confession (though grudgingly) came after 
three hours of tough interrogation. Eight members 
of the prostitution ring have already been arrested 
as part of the enquiry. Maradona admitted speaking 
to Carmela Canquegrani, considered by Italian cops 
to be a notorious drug pusher and the lynchptn of a 
prostitution ring. Diego as If expecting some grace 
from the cops denied any charges of drug 
trafficking. The time has surely come to pack your 
bags, Diego. Destination Buenos Aires. 
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SIMILARITY BREEDS 
CONTEMPT 


But speed makes the difference 


T he western world is rife with rumours that 
American sprinter Lerog Burrell is getting to 
he a Carl Lewis clone. Burrell currently is 
the world’s fastest sprintert but not athlete. That 
honour goes to Darrell Green, a quarterback for 
the Washington Redskins who beat Burrell in a 
hunt exhibition race. To be fair to Burrell it was 
the first time that he was running in a helmet 
and pads. 

Coming back to Lewis and Burrell, 
coincidences do happen but not in so many 
respects. Burrell—like Lewis did—is planning on 
a four gold haul at the World Championships in 


French and sprinting 
are the only two areas 
where Burrell 
can score over Lewis 


PRIVATE 
EYE M 


WE LOOK N 
WHERE 
WE'RE NOT 
SUPPOSED TO! 


Tokyo. If that is a coincidence, then cheek this 
out: Burrell comes from Pennsylvania the same 
for Lewis; Burrell competed from the University 
of Houston where Lewis studied; Burrell runs for 
the Santa Monica Track Club, as does Lewis; 
Burrell is managed by Joe Dougfas, ditto for 
Lewis; Burrell is coached by Tom Tellez likewise 
Lewis; Burrell studied communications and 
radio TV which was Lewis’ subject; and finally 
(pant!) at the Goodwill Games, last summer both 
appeared on the same podium preaching the 
same tenets of Christianity before running in the 
same event. Comparisons soon run thin and there 
is finally a difference. Burrell is studying 
French, negative for Lewis and most important 
Burrell not Lewis, is the fastest around. Think 
that should make a difference. 
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With similar playing styles but contrasting personalities, 
Stefan Edberg and Boris Becker seem prepared to come out 
of the shadows of Bjorn Borg and John McEnroe and put the 
word ‘rivalry’ back into the tennis dictionary 



t was d simple question 
A question ol history 
“Will their duels bec-ome 
legend*^ asked World 
Tennis magazine almost 
ten years ago, as Bjorn 
Borg and John McEnroe, sweated, stared and 
squared of! across a tennis not Their styles were 
in periect contrast, their personalities jarred 
against each other, the respect simmered, the 
rage flamed, the answer was ‘YES’ Cold steel, hot 
lead, this, fellows, was a rivalry 
For the rest of the 1980s that concept of rivalry 
was methodically and clinically dismantled by 
Ivan Lendl— No 1 for 269 weeks in total, 8 Grand 
Slam titles since 1983 if the Czech was no man’s 
mate, then no man was his equal either 
But King’s get old, then desire channelled 
elsewhere- with Lendl read 31, and an 
undisguised search foi his Holy Grail, 

Wimbledon Oh, and there was one more thing 
(two actually)—Stefan Edberg. 25 and Boris 
Becker, 23 Two men, tired of being led and eager 
to lead 

Suddenly, in a flash of time, 7 months to be 
precise since August 1990, Lendl was deposed to 
No 3 and the No 1 spot changed hands as freely 
between Sweden and Germany, as a beer bottle 
between friends The new decade had quickly 
accomplished one feat the restoration of the word 



S UDDENLYt Lendl was 
deposed to No,3 and the 
No.l spot changed hands as 
freely between Sweden and 
Germany as a beer bottle 
between friends. The new 
decade has quickly 
accomplished one feat; the 
restoration of the word ^rivalry* 
into the tennis dictionary 
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‘rivalry’ into the tennis dictionary 

A unique aspect, and a revealing one, in the 
Edberg-Becker duel, is of course the longevity of 
their rivalry They have played far more often 
than their predecessors, Borg and McEnroe (who 
met 14 times, score 7-7, but obviously), the 1990 
Wimbledon final, for instance, bemg their 24th 
confrontation “We’ve been playing each other 
since we were 14’’, said Becker after that final and 
indeed, the first time they met was a moment they 
both remembered, though perhaps with dilfermg 
clarity 

Becker “It was a Gterman satellite event I was 
14” 

Edberg "Yes, I remember, it was the Rolex 
tournament in New York 1 was 16 ’ 

Becker “It was 6-4,6-4” 


Edberg “No it was 6-3,6-3” 

All very fme Butwhowon*^ 

Becker “He did” (with a smile) 

Edberg “I did” (with a smile) 

These men smile easily at references to one 
another, a positive by-product of their decade in 
combat Fine sportsmanship has been the 
signature line of then duels, each match 
characterised by fair play and good naturedness 
All this was most evident at Wimbledon last year, 
when after a five set marathon, Beckei cla m bered 
over the net to warmly embrace his victor Said 
Becker. "My feeling afterward was I know how it 
feels both ways, winning and losing, especially 
with Stefan We’ve been going through so many 
matches over the years’ 

Being professionals it would be hasty 


In keeping with their hero’s image, Becker’s Edberg too has a considerable fan following 

fans are high profile too especially among the ladies 








E DBERG is 

unobtrusive ,. .a/m- 
ost boring in his manner which 
is quiet and unreactive, 
content with long-time 
girlfriend Annette Olsen and is 
known to do nothing but play 
golf and chew gum 
occasionally 









fortnight ago, Becker cut another cord, when he 
severed ties with coach Bob Brett, the man who 
recharged liis career and wept when the CJerman 
became No. 1, after winning the Australian Open 
earlier this year. Such is Becker’s way. 

Edberg's privacy had made him difficult to 
gauge, and his relationship with Tony Pickard 
has been uninterrupted, relaxed and rewarding. 
Pickard, in fact, plays a somewhat unorthodox 
role, admittedly possessing no interest or concern 
in Edberg’s stroke development (he leaves that to 
Stefan), concentrating mainly on replacing 
Edberg’s despondent hang-dog look with a more 
aggressive and competitive attitude. Even now, 
despite Edberg’s No. 1 position, as a match player 
the question mark of fragility looms larger over 
his head than Becker’s. 


As players too, in strengths and technique, 
both men are different. 

Becker is all machismo, a brute, who screams 
with extroverted passion, endowed with 

t 

stunning athTeticism, with pillars as arms and 
oak tables as shoulders. A clear and present 
danger. 

Edberg is cute (ask the girls) with the hands of 
a pianist, an artist, who tises his racket Uke a 
stiletto to Becker’s club. Slim as a biunch, as 


confused, honest, a generator of controversy 
through his strange confessions of suicide, his 
successive romances, his struggle with fame and 
his desire for anonymity. An interviewer’s 
delight, a tabloid headline writer’s fantasy, when 
Becker buys an Alfa Romeo everyone knows, 
when, where and why. 

Edberg is unobtrusive, less vocal about 
anonymity for he has it, almost boring in his 
manner which is quiet and unreactive, content 
with longtime girlfriend Annette Olsen, and is 
known to do nothing but play golf and chew gum 
occasionally. A nightmare of calmness. IDoeshe 
even own a car? Who knows? 


Becker, as both player and man in continuous 
change, is well reflected in his turbulent 
relationships with coaches. His acrimonious split 
with Gunther Bosch in early 1987, despite 
collective sucess, was the earliest indication of his 
strong Individuality and need to grow as a 
person. Said Tim Mayotte, “Bjorn Borg used to be 
living in a cocoon (provided by coach Lennart 
Bergelin). I think Becker handled that kind of 
situation irnredibly well, in ending his 
relationship with Bosch. It cost him on the court 
for a while but he realised he couldn’t grow 
emotionally without cutting the cord”. A 


1 














to say that this camaradrie affected the intensity 
of their combat Nevertheless, if we ask the 
question “Have their duels become legend*^” of the 
Becker-Edberg rivalry. we find an incomplete 
answer, for barring their five-set semi-final at the 
1989 French Open, none of their confrontations 



have stirred the imagination or accelerated the 
heart beat The reason lies perhaps m their 
similar playing styles and not in their absence of 
rage, though it is still premature to say that 
confidently 

In fact, their fury at the French was 
astomshmg, as both men actively dislike clay, 
not surprising since Becker’s first woi^ as a child 
must have been ‘serve’, and Edberg s ‘volley’ 

'Their preference is grass, their arena obviously 
Wimbledon, and though their greatest successes 
have come there (five titles totally) none of their 
three fmals rates even a memory 

Serve and volley excluded, both men have little 
m common At best we can say they have been 
equally successful (Becker 30 titles / Edberg 28), 
won their first Grand Slam tournaments in the 
same year, 1985, (Becker, Wunbledon/Edberg, 
Australian Open), and have earned similar 
fortunes m prize money (Becker $ 8,450,631/ 
Edberg $8,633,696) 

In everything else, they could not be in greater 
contrast 

Becker appears an alarmmgly complex person, 

Wimbledon '90: Becker crosses the net to 
embrace his victor 


























composed as a statue, he 
moves swiftly with 
disguised danj^er 

Both m(>n have serves 
with exaggerated back 
arches, Beckers 
forehand could go 
through concrete 
Edberg’s liackhand has 
I’ewntten all textbooks 


B ecker is all machismo, a 
brute who screams with 
extroverted passion, endowed 
with stunning athleticism. 
Edberg is cute...as composed as 
a statue, he moves swiftly with 
disguised danger 



Becker Is always expressive when he wins 

Edberg, usually stone faced, for once shows his 
delight 


...... 


one invisible enemy to 
conquer History 
For tex) long, tennis 
has lived in the long 
shadow of greatness 
that McEnroe and Borg 
cast, both individually 
and collectively Yet, 
now, a decade later we 
have two young men, 
equally gifted. 


on beautilul strokeplay 
Beckei is strong on the 
volley, Edberg defines 
pieci.sion with it 

On then respw'tive 
days each is formidable 
the best tennis player in 
the world 

At present Edberg is 


No 1, and will be so for 
some time considering 
Becker’s four week lay 
off due to a thigh injury 
Both men have much to 
accomplish and achieve, 
primarily, victory on 
clay (neither has won a 
tournament on that 
surface) So too must 


they discover a 
reselience to withstand 
the combined onslaught 
of Sampras, Agassi, 
Ivanisevic and Lendl 
Neither is an easy task 
but these men have not 
travelled a long, hard 
road for nothing 
There remains though 


measurably close and 
destined to rule 
Perhaps finally, Boris 
Becker and Stefan 
Edberg will provide the 
necessary resolve and 
skill, to step from the 
shadows into the light 
and illuminate the world 
with a new brilliance, • 
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SO FAR THIS YEAR 


KCKER: TlirM towiiMnefMi 

A) Aclelaide- lost to Maftnus Larsson in the first round. 

5) Australian Open>won, defeated Ivan Lendl in dte 
final. 

C) Brussels-lost to Andrei Cherkasov in the semi finals, 
retired at 2-2 in the third set. 

PRIZE MONEY; SUS 290,444 (leader). 

A teg injury will put him out for the whole month. 
EDBER6: Two tottmaments 
A) Australian Open-lost to Ivan Lendl in the semi finals, 
(probably one of the three best matches so far this 
year) 

6) Brussels-lost in the semi finals to Guy Forget. 

PRIZE MONEY; SUS 81,823 (in 8th place). 

It should also be noted that both played Davis Cup after 
the Australian Open. Edberg did not win a set in three 
matches (singles and doubles) against Yugoslavia and 
Becker won his two singles but lost the doubles against. 
Italy. 

Information up dated to Feb 18,1991 


1990 TOP STATISTICAL 
LEADERS 

Overall Match Record on 
Different surfaces 


OFFICIAL TOP MONEY 
EARNERS (FROM 1985) 


1. Ivan Lendl 

2. John M<£nroe 

3. MatsWiiancter 

4. Stefan Edberg 

5. BorisBed(er 
19« 

1. Ivan Lendl 

2. Boris Becker 

3. Stefan Edberg 
1M7 

1. Ivan Lendl 

2. Stefan Edberg 

3. MiloslavMecir 

4. MatsWilander 

5. Pat Cash 

6 Anders Jarryd 
7. Sons Betirer 
198$ 

1. Mats Wilander 
2 Sons Becker 
3. Stefan Edberg 

1989 

1. Ivan Lendl 

2. Boris Becker 

3. Stefan Edberg 

1990 

1. Stefan Edberg 
2 Andre Agassi 
3. Boris Becker 


.SI .871.074 
,..$1,465,611 
,..$1,081,687 
...$731,152 
...$626,757 

.$1,867,637 

..$1,434,324 

..$1,028,906 

..$2,003,656 

..$1,587,467 

..$1,205,326 

..$1,164,674 

...$565,934 

...$561,977 

..$558,979 

.$1,726,731 

..$1,696,953 

.$1,402,802 

.$2,344,367 

$2,216,623 

$1,661,491 

$1,995,901 

$1,741,382 

.$1,587,502 


1980 ATP TOUR TITLE 



W-L 

Pel 

1 Sletan Edberg 

70-14 

833 

? Ivan Lendl 

53-11 

828 

3 Bom Becker 

71-15 

826 

Carpet 

W-L 

Pet 

1 Boris Beckei 

26-3 

897 

2 Stetan Edberg 

183 

.857 

Grass 

W-L 

Pel 

1 Slefan Edberg 

10-1 

909 

2 Ivan Lendl 

10-1 

909 

3 Amos Man- 

7-1 

875 

sdotl 

4 Boris Becker 

10-2 

833 

Hard 

W-L 

Pet 

1 Stefan Edberg 

39-5 

.886 

2 Andre Agassi 

26-5 

.839 

3. Bons Becker 

25-5 

833 

Indoor 

W-L 

Pet 

1 Boris Beckei 

31-3 

912 

2 Ivan Lendl 

25-5 

.833 

3 Stefan Edberg 

22-5 

.815 

OoWoor 

W-L 

Pel 

1. Stefan Edberg 

48-9 

.842 

2 Wan Lendl 

28-6 

,824 

3 Andre Agassi 

34-8 

.810 

4 Thomas’ 

45-13 

,776 

Muster 

5. Boris Becker 

40-12 

.769 


r%efan Edberg 

2. Sons Becker 

3. Wan Lendl 


BY SURFACE 

Total Carpet Clay 
7 10 

5 3 0 

5 3 0 


STOP PRESS 

IT HAS BEEN CONFIRMED THAT BORIS 
BECKER, HAVING SPLIT WITH BOB BRETT. 
WILL NOW BE COACHED BY NIKKI PILIC, 
WHO IS A FORMER PLAYER AND COACH 
OF THE GERMAN DAVIS CUP TEAM. BOB 
BRETT MEANWHILE HAS BEEN HIRED BY 
GORAN IVANISEVIC. WHO HAS ALSO 
PARTED WAYS WITH HIS FORMER COACH 
BALAZTAROCSY 













YAfflH! 

Edberg Is No. 1 Again 

(Or is He?) 


In a tong^ue-in-cheek discussion, 
Rohit Brijnath trys to explain to 
his Uncle Stanley about who’s No. 
1. He failed 


Y Uncle 
Stanley's 
Sunday 
breakfast was 
ruined And it was too 
late to run 



A g'enial gent, who 
still droam.s of wooden 
rackets. Uncle Stanley 
knows terribly little 
about tennis, but just 
that enough to be 
difficult Every now and 
then he’d lower his 
newspaper, slip in a 
small aside like* 
“Ellsworth Vines’ serve 
was better than 
Becker’s' and smirk 
endlessly Because he 
knew they'd be no 
argument siru'e Vines 
played in the 1930 s and 
I wasn’t born till 30 
years later 

But back to that 
Sunday breakfast The 
coffee was forgotten, his 
brow was displeasingly 
furrowed ’Tltiimpfr he 
snorted, pointing to 


where it was written 
that Stefan Edbei g was 
No 1 again and Boris 
Becker was No 2 
“Again*^' he bellowed 
“why are these 
sub editors so 
diabolically 
1 ricompetent ■’ I ask you. 
when was this dashed 
Edberg No 1 before 
anyway ? And Becker, 
well t'veryone knows 
he s always bet»n No 2 
Pass me that pad like a 


good chap it s 1 ime 1 
told the editor about his 
sportspage Surely'they 
know la'iidl’s No 1 old 
boy. always has 
been' 

Uncle Stanley, you 
must remembei hasn t 
i-ead the sportspages 
ever since Ben .Johnson, 
to use Ins own woi'ds 
“put up a devilishly poor 
sliow by using unfair 
means to win” This was 
around the same time 


when he thought 
Stanozolol was the name 
ol the Romanian 
ambassador 

Anyway, back to this 
No 1 business 
“TJummni, Uncle Stan”, 1 
oilily ctjunlered, “Lendl 
hasn't been No 1 for 
quite some time” 
“Rubbish”, he 
trumpeted “ever since 
that McPatrick fellow 
got married, he has” 
“Actually it’s 
McEnroe”, I idiotically 
interceded 

“Yes. yes, I meant 
Patrick McEnroe”, he 
snapped 

Oh dear, this wasn’t 
going too well "It’s John 
McEnroe, Uncle Stan, 
but never mind, point is, 
Lendl lost the No 1 
ranking to Mats 
"Wilander on September 
12,1988 but got it back 
in January 1989 when 
he won the Australian 
Open and Wilander got 


Who’s Been No. 1 
(Since 1985} 


lENDL -SeplBiiriier IMS Is Septemlnr IMS j 

vnuuiOER -StptomlMr IMS IB Jamiary 

1B88 

UENU.-JamnylMBtaAiiiastlBM 

BIBERfi- AmhsI ISM to Joiwonr 1M1 

KCKER-JoiNMiy 1M1 to Febmofy 17.1M1 

BHIER8-Febmaiy IIBI to... 
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beaten in the second 
round by Krishnan” 

“What, Ramanathan’s 
still playing. By golly 
he’s really stretching his 
career , Admirable, 
nevertheless.” 

Jesus wept. Did I dare 
tell him it was Ramesh? 
Never. So I took a huge 
breath and continued; 
“Lendl remained No. 1 
only till the autumn, 
when Edberg, having 
won Wimbledon and a 
few other tournaments, 
took over the top spot on 
August 13, 1990, yet 
like his fellow Swede 
Mats Wilander couldn’t 
hold onto it for long, 
relinquishing the No. 1 
ranking to Becker on 
January 28, 1991, who 
in turn injured his leg 
and defaulted from the 
Brussels Indoor 
Championship where 
Edberg lost in the semi 
finals to Guy Forget but 
still managed to grab 
back the No 1 spot” 
Phew! 

By now Uncle 
Stanley’s eyebrows had 
meshed with his 
hairline. “Amazing”, he 
said, not once but twice. 
“Why didn’t anyone tell 
me this?” he asked his 
now frozen coffee. 

“However”, he barked, 
the bluster back. “I 
always told you those 
blasted computers were 
evil machines. 

Confusing things, 
confounding. This is 
outrageous, everytime I 
turn my back they have 
a new No. l.Hah, 
nothing like the days of 
Vines. No infernal 
computer needed, 
everyone knew he was 
the best”. 

“But it's more 
exciting”, I weakly 
interrupted. “The race is 
so consistently close 
that almost every match 
has an added relevance.” 


“Rubbish”, he sneered. 
“Lendl is still the best. 
It’s the Grand Slam 
tournaments that count 
didn’t you know. Not a 
handful of points won at 
some half-baked 
tournament in 
Itaparica” 


“Well actually that’s 
true, in a sense. There 
was quite a controversy 
last year when the 
International Tennis 
Federation named Lendl 
as ‘player of the year’ 
although Edberg was 
No. 1 on the ATP 


computer. They said 
Lendl’s Grand Slam 
record (Australian 
champion, French Open 
didn’t play, Wimbledon 
semi finalist, US Open 
quarter finalist) was 
better than Edberg’s 
(Australian finalist. 


rOkMYHMDl 



17 


• 5 ^ 












THE ATP RANKING SYSTEM 


The computer ranking system was started 
I by the ATP in 1973 However, with the 
inaugruration ol the new, independent. ATP 
TOUR in 1990, the ranking system was 
changed As the ATP put it, it was “intended to 
help promote the game” 

This IS an attempt to explain, as simply as 
possible, how the different ranking systems 
work 

THE 1973 SYSTEM 

Ranking was based on the awarding of points 
to players for each match won The number of 
points depended on 

a) The prize-money level of the tournament 

b) The round reached 

c) Bonus points for defeating a player of a 
given ranking calibre 

The point totals were accumulated over a 
68-week period That means, the results from 
one event remains in the computer for 52 
weeks, and, consequently points diop from the . 
computer after 52 weeks That IS. if you win 
tournament X on Monday, Feb 4,1989 and 
earn 1000 points, those points drop from the 
computer on Monday Peb 5.1990 

The total number of pomts were then divided 
by the number of events played (The 
minimum divisor was 12) From this division 
an ‘average’ was compute which then became 
a players ranking ^ 

THE 1990 SYSTEM 

Yet there were problems with the ‘average* 
system, which resulted m the ATP adoptmg 
the new "Best 14 system” This meant taking a 
player’s best 14 results during a 52-week 
period and using that aggregate point total as 
the basis for ranking (K a player enters 20 
tournaments his best 14 results are coimted) 
Eleven tournaments is the TOUR mimmum, 
but the best 14 rule means enhanced player j 
commitment otherwise they lose out The 
system works because the Top 10 appearances 
have gone up fi’om 143 m 1989 to 180 m 1990 

Points are still awarded for the round 
reached and the calibre (ranking) of a player 
defeated Yet, the ATP h^ determined the 
point allocations made for tournament 
categories and prize money levels in a manner 
that has upset the Grand Slams In this new 
system, the Grand Slam tournments have ‘lost* 
approxunately 5% in relative pomt value, 
while the ATP Tour events have gained 
approximately 5% That is, winning 
Wimbledon gets you 400 points instead of 420 
previously, and winning the ATP 
Cheunpionship Senes at Birussels earns you , 

180 points mstead of 150 as it was before 






18 











French Open first round 
loser, Wimbledon 
champion, US Open first 
round loser).” 

“Exactly”, crowed 
Uncle Stanley, to no-one 
in particular. “That’s the 
bottom line.” Then 
folding his arms across 
his chest and looking 
immensely pleased with 
himself, he added, 

“These chaps Becker and 
Edberg have no 
character. Lack of class, 
you know. No 
consistency. Now Lendl, 
he’s got character. Holds 
the record as No. 1. 

That’s consistency”. 

“Yes and no”, 1 said, 
regretting immediately I 
that I’d opened my 
mouth. 

“Yes and no*^” snapped 
Uncle Stanley, “explain 
yourself boy." 

“See, Lendl has been 
No. 1 more often than 
any other player. 289 
weeks to be exact But 
Connors hold the record 
for the longest 
uninterrupted reign as 
No. 1 which is 159 
weeks”. 

“Statistics”, barked 
Uncle Stanley. “Useless 
things, misleading, 
incomprehensible, 
obnoxious, 
unacceptable. These 
rankings are 
abominable Look at 
this", he gestured at the 
Top 20 listing, “they 
haven’t even got 
Gerulaitis here. Who's I 
this Sampras fellow 
who’s taken his No. 5 
placing. Probably some 
weak kneed, badly 
behaved American with 
no serve." 

"Ah, I was right 
wasn’t I?” ho smirked, as 
I shook my head in 
dismay. Uncle Stanley 
was better left to his 
dreams of wooden 
rackets. Oh, and I keep 
the sportspages away 
from him from now on.» 
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PHOTO 

FEATURE 


PATRICK 
EAGAR, the 
celebrated cricket 
photographer, 
takes time off 
from serious 
on-field action for 
the sake of our 
readers’ pure 
viewing delight 


FOR YOUR EYES 




In a sea of seagulls, 
Greg Matthews 
catches England's 
DeFreitas in 
Adelaide to give the 
photographer this 
rare moment of 
photographic 
excellence and 
pleasure... 
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Joy knows no 
bounds. Nor heights 
either. Just ds we 
see here, excited 
over the eorly 
dismissal of David 
Gower, McDermott 
and Heoly take to 
the air and seem to 
stoy gleefully 
suspended there os 
the comero 
captures their 
bubbling mood in o 
frozen moment of 
timelessness... 








. • • >, ;• • i' 






.... ' .s' 



Boloncing Act: 

Always a 

progmotist, and yet 
one of cricket's 
more romantic 
heroes, former 
England skipper 
David Gower, now 
flying real high as 
far as his batting is 
concerned, enjoys o 
smooth imaginary 
cruise 

though never 
forgets to keep his 
feet rooted firmly 
onto the ground and 
reality... 


OK, OK, we got the 
message loud and 
clear, even though 
it hardly helped 
blowing up the issue 
to those celestial 
proportions. Gower 
and Morris , 
pulled up severely 
when excused from 
o first class match, 
buzzed over the 
ground in o plane 
while their 
colleagues sweated 
it out...just for fun. 



















GUEST COLUMN 


Brian Glanvilie writes on the changes in strategy in international 
soccer, the tactics employed by the managers, and debates on the 
effectiveness of these strategies... 


I 

I 


G HAH AM TAYLOR 

wasn't satisfied with 
England's tactics when 
they beat the Cameroons 
at Wembley a couple of weeks 
back 

But how much do tactics mean'!’ 

I Ilow long can they successfully 
I last'* What use are they if they 
I don’t suit the men who are meant 
to deploy them*!* 

England's tactics against the 
Cameroons had not been 
impressive Against a team which, 
without Roger Milla had no 
ambition to score goals and did 
not produce a single shot, 

England could not score once 
from open play Their first goal 
was a penalty, their second came 
from a corner, both scored by 
Gary Lineker 

Graham Taylor often criticised 
in the past foi his lung ball tactics, I 
said somewhat yearnmgly that il ^ 
Ireland had been playing the 
Cameroons, they would have 
squee 2 !ed into their own halt, 
played the ball over the top of their 
packed defence and probably 
scored five or six against them 
1 truly doubt that The 
Cameroons defence was lull of big 
men well capable of heading the 
ball not least in the formidable 
shape of the ageing Emmanuel 
I Kunde never in trouble at any 
j point of the game, and eminently 
capable ol dealing with any 
situation which arose 
Andcuiiouslvenough that 
ver\ evening in thebittei coidol 
I Wi exham on a frozen pitch on 
I wtilth neithci man.igei had 
I wanted to play Ireland were 
beating Walt's 3 O with anything 
but tlw'i! usual long ball team and 
tat tit s 


Taylor’s evident fear is that 
when Ireland come to Wembley in 
March for the vital return 
European Nations Cup qualifying 
match— after a tedious 1-1 draw in 
Dublin- they will again be using 
their long ball methods 

The argument about tactics is 
also raging in Italy where Marco 
Van Basten'has criticised the 
tactics of his team, Milan Van 
Hasten rocked the boat at Milan 
after he had been dropped from 
the team when he showed pooi 
form 

First he asked to oe diTippeci 
Then when hewasdiopped he 
didntlikeit Subsequently he 
was picked again He ] ubht ly 
lamented that Milan s mcthcKls 
which had won them the Italian | 
championship and bi ought them 
two consoc utive Europc'an Cups I 


were no longer working 

The constant ‘pressing’ on the 
opposition, the formation which 
had him up front as spearhead, 
was bringing diminishing 
returns There was certainly no 
doubt that points had been 
dropped a defeat at Parma 2-0, a 
draw at Genoa 

His managei' Sacchi, was quick 
to respond Saccln who has 
imposed a four in-line defensive 
formation, with swift movement 
up to the halfway line, identified 
pace Ol the lack of it as the 
piohlern If it wasu t for a shortage 
ol pace, he said even the Italian 
international veteians teameo’ild 
happily hold its own with 
anybody 

Sujipoit lor this view came from 
one ol lus defendeis ('o-stacurta 
No longer he said could the 
Milan defence and the Milan 


Marco Van Basten opines that tactics and strategies should 
change with time 



CLOSSPom 


THERE ISNOM 
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Passion always ran high in England vs Cameroon, but at Wembley the zeal was missing 


nudfield produce the pace 
noceasary to reinforce their front 
line Which seemed, on the face of 
it. to give Van Hasten right to 
drop a little deeper, as spear heads- 
tend to do as their careers unfold 
His Dutch national compatroit, 
Ruud Gullit, tried to pour oil on 
troubled waters No team, said 
Gullit, could eternally keep going 
at full pelt Men and methods had 
to eventually become outdated If 
Milan no longer have their former 
pace, it seems inevitable that they 
must change, and without that 
‘pressing’ of their opponents, can 
they ever hope to be as effective‘s 
Taylor is right to want England 
to mix their methods, to get the 
back players coming through 


M ILAN'S manager 
SacchL who has 
Imposed a four'in4ine 
defensive formation 
with swift movement 
up to the halfway line; 
identified pace^ or the 
lack of it as the 
problem. If it wasn't for 
a shortage of pace, he 
said, even the ttalian 
International vetefans' 
team could happily 
hold its own with 
anybody. 


with the ball 

To chscourage the midfielder, 
such as Paul Gascoigne, 
perpetually coming back to look 
for distribution from the defence, 
to make more use of the wings 
But what you want and what you 
get are two different things, 
especially when it’s a national 
team, so seldom seen by its 
manager 

There is no magic formula, as 
we know so well Between the 
wars, the third back game and W 
formation dominated British 
football 

Since Brazil mvcnted 4-2-4 it’s 
become a mere memory Wise 
managers know when to change 
Are Charlton’s Ireland changing^ 
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RESULTS AT A GLANCE 


Series 

Venue 

Tests 

Wl 

Aus 

Drawn 

Tied 

1930-31 

Aus 

5 

1 

4 

-— 


1951-52 

Aus 

5 

1 

4 



1954-55 

Wl 

5 

— 

4 

2 


1960-61 

Aus 

5 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1964-65 

Wl 

5 

2 

2 

2 


1968-69 

Aus 

5 

1 

1 

1 


1972-73 

Wl 

5 

— 

3 

3 

—— 

1975-76 

Aus 

6 

1 

2 

—- 

— 

1977-78 

Wl 

5 ■ 

3 

5 

1 

_ 

1979-80 

Aus 

3 

2 

1 

1 

_ 

1981-82 

Aus 

3 

1 


1 


1983-84 

Wl 

5 

3 

1 

2 

_ 

1984-85 

Aus 

5 

3 

1 

1 

— 

13 

8 in Aus 

5 in Wl 

62 

19 

27 

15 

1 


HIGHEST INNINGS TOTALS 


West Indies 

in West Indies 

573 

Bridgetown 

1964-65 


in Australia 

616 

Adelaide 

1968-69 

Australia 

in West Indies 

758-8d 

Kingston 

1954-55 


in Australia 

619 

Sydney 

1968-69 


LOWEST INNINGS TOTALS 


West Indies 

in West Indies 

109 

Georgetown 

1972-73 


in Australia 

78 

Sydney 

1951-52 

Australia 

in West Indies 

90 

Port of Spam 

1977-78 


in Australia 

76 

Perth 

1984-85 


MATCH AGGREGATES 


Highest 

1764 for 39 wickets 

Adelaide 

1968-69 

Lowest 

534 for 28 wickets 

Melbourne 

1930-31 


HIGHEST INDIVIDUAL INNINGS 


West Indies 

in West Indies 

219 

D. St. Atkinson 

Bridgetown 

1954-55 


in Australia 

208 

I.V.A. Richards 

Melbourne 

1984-85 

Australia 

in West Indies 

210 

W.M. Lawry 

Bridgetown 

1964-65 


in Australia 

242 

K.D. Walter 

Sydney 

1968-69 


HIGHEST AGGREGATE DF RUNS IN A SERIES 


West Indies 

in West Indies 

827 

C.L. Walcott 

1954-55 


in Australia 

503 

R.B. Kanhai 

1960-61 

Australia 

in West Indies 

650 

R.N. Harvey 

1954-55 


in Australia 

702 

G.S. Chappell 

1975-76 











RECORD WICKET PARTNERSHIPS 


WEST INDIES : 





1st 

250* 

C.G. Grenidge, D.L. Haynes 


Georgetown 

1983-84 

2ncl 

165 

M.C. Carew, R.B. Kanhai 


Brisbane St. John's 

1968-69 

3rd 

308 

R.B. Richardson, I.V.A. Richards 

Brisbane 

1983-84 

4th 

198 

L.G. Rowe, A.I. Kallicharran 


Kingston 

1975-76 

5th 

210 

R.B. Kanhai. M.L.C. Foster 


Bridgetown 

1972-73 

6th 

165 

R.B. Kanhai, D.L. Murray 


Bridgetown 

1972-73 

7th 

347 

D.St. Atkinson, C.C. Depeiza 


Adelaide 

1954-55 

8th 

82 

H.A. Gomes, A.M.E. Roberts 


Adelaide 

1981-82 

9th 

122 

D.A.J. Holford, J.L. Hendricks 


Brisbane 

1960-69 

10th 

56 

J. Garner. C.E.H. Croft 



1979-80 

AUSTRALIA; 





1st 

382 

W.M. Lawry, R.B. Simpson 


Bridgetown 

1964-65 

2nd 

298 

W.M. Lawry, I.M. Chappell 


Melbourne 

1968-69 

3rd 

295 

C.C. McDonad, R.N Harvey 


Kingston 

1954-55 

4th 

336 

W M. Lawry, K.D. Walters 


Sydney 

1968-69 

5th 

220 

K.R. Miller, R.G. Archer 


Kingston 

1954-55 

6th 

206 

R.R. Miller. R.G. Archer 


Bridgetown 

1954-55 

7th 

134 

K.R. Miller, R.G Archer 


Brisbane 

1960-61 

8th 

137 

A.K. Davidson, R. Benaud 


Kingston 

1954-55 

9th 

97 

R. Benaud, l.W. Johnson 


Melbourne 

1960-61 

10th 

97 

K.W. Mackay. J W, Martin 

T G. Hogan, R.M Hogg 


Georgetown 

1983-84 



BEST INNIN6S BOWUNB ANALYSIS 


West Indies 

in West Indies 6-29 

L.R. Gibbs Georgetown 

1964-65 



in Australia 7-54 

A.M.E. Roberts Perth 

1975-76 

I Australia 

in West Indies 7-44 

l.W. Johnson ' Georgetown 

1954-55 



in Australia 8-71 

G.D. McKenzie Melbourne 

1968-69 



BEST MATCH BOWUNB ANALYSIS 


West Indies 

in West Indies 9-80 

L R. Gibbs Georgetown 

1964-65 



in Australia 11-107 M.A. Holding Melbourne 

1981-82 

Australia 

in West Indies 10-115 N.J.N 

. Hawke Georgetown 

1964-65 



in Australia 11-79 

H. Ironmonger Melbourne 

1930-31 



HI6HEST ABBREBATE OF WICKETS IN A SERIES 


West 

Indies 

in West Indies 

31 

J. Garner 

1963-84 



in Australia 

28 

M.D. Marshall 

1984-85 

Australia 

in West Indies 

26 

M.H.N. Walker 

1972-73 



in Australia 

33 

C.V. Grimmett 

1930-31 




33 

A K. Davidson 

1960-61 



MOST WICKETKEEPINB DISMISSALS IN A SERIES 


I West Indies 

in West Indies 

22(21 c/1 S) 

P.J.L. Dujon 

1983-84 



in Australia 

17 (all ct) 

D.L. Murray 

1975-76 

I Australia 

in West Indies 

20(16c/4s) 

G.R.A. Langley 

1954-55 



in Australia 

17 (allot) 

R.W. Marsh 

1975-76 

' 




CompNad by Ravi Kant Srivaatava. 






milNG CALEin)im FORMABGH *91 


SUNDAY 1 

MONDAY 1 

TUESDAY 1 

WEDNESDAY 

, tndia vs Indonesia, Davis 

VACup (Jaipur): Stattord Cup 
Football Final (Bangalore) 



1 ‘'/'j ' 

t 

• » “ 

' f 

1 1 .. . I" ' '■ * .... 

Q West Indies vs Australia, 
OFirst Test (Sabina Park, 
Jamaica): ^antosh Trophy 
Football (Palakad) 

A Santosh Trophy (Palakad), 
“IVitgIniB Slims'Women's 
Tennis Tournamanf (Florida) 

C West Indies vs Australia. 
UFirst Test (Sabina Park, 
Jamaica): Santosh Trophy 
palakad): Chancellors Indira 

Gold Cup Hockey Tournament 
(Jammu), Virginia Slims 
Women's Tennis (Florida). 

A West Indies vs Australia, 
Ofirst Test (Sabina park. 
Jamaica); Santosh Trophy 
(Palakad). Indira Gold Cup 
Hockey (Jammu): Virginia 
Slims Women’s Tennis (Ftor- 
ida): National Wrestling Cham¬ 
pionships (Varanasi); Asia Cup 
Table Tennis (Dhate). 



•fll World Indoor Athletic 
JlUchamplonships (Seville). 
West Indies vs Australia. Third 
One Day International (Trini¬ 
dad); Virginia Slims Women s 
Tennis Final (Florida); Santosh 
Trophy Finals (Palakad); Indira 
Gold Cup Hockey (Jammu); 
Airlines Gold Cup Football 
(Calcolta) Inter-State Athletic 
Meet, (Gandhinagar) 

ed Indira Gold Cup Hockey 
il( Jammu), Airlines Gold Cup 
Football (Calcuiia) 

|0 World Swimming Cup 
lM(Montre8l). 20th Sr. 
National and Inter-state Car¬ 
rom Championships (Guntur); 
Airlines Gold Cup football (Cal¬ 
cutta): (Indira Gandhi Hockey 
(Jammu) 

1 A World Swimming Cup- 
lO(Momraal): Airlines Gold 
Cup Football (Calcutta); All En¬ 
gland Badminton Chps. (Lon¬ 
don); Indira Gandhi Hockey 
(Jammu): 20th Sr. National 
Carrom(Guntur): West Indies 
vs Australia; Fourth One Day 
International (Barbados). 

I'lVAirlinaB Gold Cup Football 
If (Calcutta). Dhyen Chard 
Hoe^ (Agra); 20 lh Sr. Nat. 
Carrom Rnals (Gunter). Trini¬ 
dad vs Australia (Trinidad): 
Stafford Cup Football (Banga- 
toro). 

d Q Donovan ‘Razor’ Rud- 
lOdock vs Mike Tyeon Work) 
Heavywight Boxing (Las 
Vegas); Dhyan Chand Hock- 
8y(Agra): Stedford Cup Football 
(Bangalore): 52nd Sr. Nat. 
Table Tennis (Jaipur). 

dfl Evandsr Holydeld vs 

JLtI George Foreman, World 
Heavyweight Boxing (Atlanta 
City): Sr. Nat. TT. (Jaipur); 
Stafford Cup Football (Banga¬ 
lore); Dhyan Chand Hockey 
(Agra); Airlines Gold Cup Foot¬ 
ball Final (Calcutta) 

AA West Indies vs Australis. 
SIJFKth One Day Inlemaflon- 
al (Guyana): Sr. Nat. T. T. 
(Jaipur); Stafford CupPootball 
(Bangalore), Dhyan Chand 
Hockey (Agra); Europaan CuP 
Football Quarter Finato, 2nd 
leg matches. 

n AWast Indies vs Australia, 
M^Second Test (Guyana); 
Slatford Cup Football (Banga¬ 
lore) ;Ttational Boxing (Shimla): 

Sr.,Nat, TT (Jaipur). 

OC West Indies vs Autfralie. 
jSOsecond Test (Quyar«); 
Stafford Cup Football (tonga- 
lore); National Boxing (SWmia): 

Sr. National Table Tennis Fin¬ 
als (Jaipur) 

OAEuropean Cup VWriners 
MUCup Basketball Final ■ 
(Geneva); Stafford Cup foot¬ 
ball (Bangalore); NaHoiiat Box¬ 
ing (Shimla). 

AAWest Itxiiea vs Autantila, 
twf 2nd Test (Guyana);'Euro 
paan Football Ch^. Englant 
va Republic of Ir^nd, wu| 
7, (Wembley). Scotland vp Bui 
garta, Group 2. (Hampdei 
P«k), Yugoslavia « **' 

ford Cup 

Nat. SoKiihii 
(SWmliT. 































THURSDAY 


7 Santosh Trophy Semt Finals 
(Palakad) Indira Gold Cup 
Hockey (Jammu) Virginia 
Slims Womens Tennis (Flor 
Ida) National Wrestling (Vera 
nasi) Asia Cup T T (Dhaka) 


144 Airlines Gold Cup Foot 
l^all (Calcutta) All England 
Badminton (London) tndira 
Gandhi Hockey (Jammu) ?Oth 
Sr Nat Carrom (Guntur) 
Catalan Open Golf (Spain) 


I West Indies vs Australia 
First last (Sabina Park 
Jamaica) Santosh Trophy 
Football (Palakad) 


& Santosh Trophy S»m Fin 
ils (Palakad) Indra Gold 
Cup Hockey (Jammu) World 
Indoor Athletic Championships 
(Seville) Virginia Slims 
Women s Tennis (Florida) 
National WrpsBinq (Varanasi) 
Asia Cup FT (Dhaka) Inter 
State Athletic Meet (Gandhina 
gar) 


1C Australia vs Trinidad and 
IvTobago (Trinidad) All En 
gland Badminton (London) In 
dira Gandhi Hockey Final 
(Jammu) Catalai Open Golf 
(Spam) 20th Sr Nat Ca ram 
Guntur) Airlines Gold Cup 
Football (Calcutta) 19th All In 
dia Dhyan Chand Hockey 
Championships (Agra) Staf 
ford Cup Football (Bangalore) 


SATURDAY 


2 West Indies vs Australia 
First Test (Sabina Park 
Jamaica) Santosh Trophy 
Football (Palakad) 


9 lndiia Gold Cup Hockey 
(Jammu) World Indoor 
Athlet 0 Championships (Sevil 
le) West Indies vs Australia 
Second One Day International 
(Port of Spain Tnnidad) Virgi 
nia Slims Womens Tennis 
(Flurida) Airlnes Gold Cup 
Football (Calcutta) Final Day 
of National Wrestling (Varana 
si) Asia Cup T T Finals 
(Dhaka) Interstate Athletic 
Meet (Gandhinagar) 


||SAII England Badminton 
IvFinals (London) Catalan 
Open C^lf (Spam) 20th Sr 
Nat Carrom (Guntur) Airlines 
Gold Cup Football (Calcutta) 
Trinidad vs Australia (Trinidad) 
Dhyan Chand Hockey (Agra) 
Staltord Cup football (Banga 
lore) 


TELEVISION 


Live telecast of semis and tinal of Santoah 
Troptw Football at PaHaked March? Sand 
10 

Live telecast of India vs Indonesia Davis 
Cup He at Jaipur 

Live telecast of final of Airlines (3k)ld C 14 } 
Football Tournament Calcutta March 19 
Uva teleoast of fmal of Indira Gandhi 
Hokcey Jammu March IS 


Running commentary In Hindi and EngHah 
on semi Tnai and fmal of Santosh Trophy 
Football 

Running^commentary on final of Airlines 
Gold Cup Football Calcutta March 19 

Running commentary on final of indtre 
Gandhi Hockey Tournament Jammu 
15 

Running oommantary m Hind a id Engieh 
on India vs Indonesia Davis Cup tie at 
Jaipur March JO and 31 


OTHER EVENTS 


Lipton Internationa! Tennis Chps tor men 
and women KeyBiscayne USA March IS 
to 24 

New Zealand vs Sn Lanka th rd Test 
^Auckland) March t to S 

National Snooker chps Calcutta March t 
to 8 

4th China Open Qolt tor women Marche 
to 8 


01 Stafford Cup Football 
mI (Bangalore) Sr at T T 
(Jaipur) Dhyan Chand Hockey 
(Agra) 


OO'Waet Indies vs Australia 
filOSnd Teat (Guyana) Staf 
lord C^i Football (Bangalors) 


99 Boxing Chpa 

6 w(Shlmla) Sr Nat T T 
(Jaipur) Stafford Cup Football 
(Bangalore) Dhyen Chand 
Hockey (Agra) 


9(1 Stafford Cup Football 
MvfSangalore) 


99 West Indies vs Australia 
MftlSecond Test (Guyana) 
Stafford Cup Football (Banga 
lore) Dhyan Chand hockey 
Final (Agra) National Boxing 
Chaps (Shimla) 


AAlnciia vs Indonesia Davis 
vUcup (Jaipur) Stafford 
Cup Football (Bangalore) 
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WaqarYounIs: 
Pakistan’s pace potential 
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-.Pakistan’s antidote 

GEOFFREY DEAN on moves to 
eradicate the use of bottle-tops and 
knives from a bowler’s armoury 



I 



Mudossar said 
that bottle 
tops and even 
knives are 
being used, not 
only to scuff 
the ball but 
also to rip 
strips of 
leather off one 
side ..."It has 
got to stop and 
I hope it will be 
a thing of the 
past," said 
Mudossar... 



The outlawed practice of 
roughing up one side of 
the ball to enhance 
swing is to be eradicated 
in Paldstan, says 
Mudassar Nazar, ihe 
national B team coach. 

“It has got to stop and 
1 hope it will be a thing 
of the past,” Mudassar 
said in Lahore.” It will be 
j difficult to enforc'e, but 
I we will be firm.” 

' First-class umpn-es 
I will be instructed by the 
I Pakistan Board to keep a 
j close eye on the state of 
I the ball in the 1991-02 
i domestic season, 

I particularly during the 
I three-Test series against 
Sri Lanka. 

What punitive powers 
they will have is yet to be 
disclosed, although the I 
Board may follow the I 
TCCB’s lead at their I 
summei meeting last | 
August wnen umpires j 
I were empowered for the ' 
} 1991 English season to i 
. punish counties that ' 
roughed up a ball by , 
giving them a much 
older one. 

Mudassar said that 
bottle tops and even 
knives are being used, 
not only to scuff the 
balls but also to help rip 
strips of leather off one 
side. 


The Pakistan Board 
clearly realized the 
practice was carried to 
ridiculous lengrths 
during the two home 
series against New 
2iealand a,nd West Indies 
last year .'that 
something had to be 
done. 

Moreover, such a 
move is in their interest 
as they have, in Wasim 
Akram and Waqar 
Younis, probably the 
finest opening attack in 
Test cricket without 
having to resort to such 
tactics. 

Mudassar added that 
the West Indies were 
“worse than us" when it 
came to roughing up the 
ball during the 1-1 
drawn series, and that 
one West Indies player 
had told him they had 
resorted to the practice 
in the last two Tests in 
the Caribbean against 
England last year. 

What the Pakistan 
Board take from their 
pace bowlers with one 
hand will be balanced by 
what they give with the 
other. 

“All our pitches will be 
greener from now on,” 
promised Mudassar, 
who cited two very 
plausible reasons for the 


change. 

First that given the 
huge amount of junior 
cricket now played in 
Pakistan pitches will 
break up unless they are 
grassed. Secondly 
spectators must be 
encouraged back to 
watch Tests and they 
will not with old, lifeless 
pitches. Probably the 
overriding motive for 
the proposed change, 
however, is the strength 
of Pakistani fast 
bowling supported by 
the existence of a junior 
crop not far behind 
Younis and Aaqib Javed, 
according to Arif Abbasi. 

Aaqib, 18 is still 
considering an offer 
from Hampshire to 
replace Malcolm 
Marshall, who will be 
playing for the West 
Indies next season. 

Abbasi has been 
trying for a long time to 
produce pacier and 
bounder pitches in 
Pakistan. He was 
responsible as long ago 
as 1979-80 for flying 
over from Perth the then 
WACA groundsman, 
John Mailey, to advise 
on how to inject more 
life into Pakistan’s 
pitches. 

CourlB«y THE CniCKET«a PAKISTAN 


‘D0GI0RIH6’ THE BMi IS COMMON M PAKISTAN 
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Simon Barnes meets the men who wield power in sport. This week: Joao 

MR. INDISPUT 




Man^ have 
criticised 
Havelange for 
what appears 
to be an 
overvaluation 
of the 
financial 
rewards sport 
can bring: 
toadying to 
America, 
being too 
closely 
involved in 
financial 
dealing with 
television. 
Questions 
along these 
lines bring the 
politician’s 
standard 
answer: 
“When the 
day arrives 
that someone 
is not 

criticised, he 
is about to 
die.” 



B VKRV 11 1 ti V till (ILK slion Wlm I~. il m spoil lliat 

you nuist pit ^ (iloi \ ' Ht .lut \ ' \ ictoi , ’ INjfti v ’ 1 loblud 
It 111 wlirii 1 spfikf t( Jodo IKivt I iiii't 

iJiSiiplim ht Slid AlvLdV di'-t nilin II tin pltvii' m 
v( 1V w( II 1 1 tintfl I W..IS alw i\s th i 1 Lv I whtiiljili (d\,\dUi 
pok) Aplavrt ti is ,iii ohiu’t 1 ion‘ow it 1 tin >pi ( 1 itoi toyni* 

Ins liest 

DiS( ipliiK H<ivt*laiit>t isIIk jut'- tit'it ol 1*11 Al lit 'x'UtI it i n'ls hn iib.ill 
di ifiss thf world hoot hall IS lilt 'iio^i p i'-sionati ( ii n ttltlniu il' tin onl\ 
(1(11111 111 whi( li I Ilf it 11 (• 111 111 (It It it t ht II 1. li' \ oi I sill t I I \ iki 
iinotioii 111(1 ll.ivt 1 iiiK' 1 "‘'''Iht >4 II It tut ts(l ( luhiK ''ualiiihvvi Hit 
ht It am it tl ( 1 K-t Uui Id ( ii[) 

hidispul il)U Ik hi i ui tin ht 11114 ' dht i ili mi It \ idol In*- ht 
s.iv uidisii It ihh n > n* 111 hi ni' t uti d di i ipl 11 d 1 it iii h mdi pul ihl, 

th( mu '-1 di .r hill til (Ml nil i 1 t la I 1 t Wi > Id ( up t lii iiiu t pi i li ( M m 1 hi 

(Muiiiid w IS th( 1 iipl uid *( im 

hrdis/Kil i/>/( mt Mt n ivi 1 iiii'i 111 lit'li tiiiK 111 (h pit, hunt hit! 'luu 
isk him a Lpit diuii In wihtiK v( 11 n I'l '11 I h d u m d*( 1 si Itli d 
\ou ifiKi With H.iLt-laihit it \uudiiplhi aili|i ’ I In n in iiiipo'-iiif' 
nuMu say iiitimidal iiip’ 111 lu 

Ik IS Kid/ihaii and lias II d Flf A ,11 I l‘» 7 t Oidh lliiid tint -tOviiis 
tifii) just about all tilt tup )fibs 111 ■-poi t At tt In id h tin Hiitish I la uiily 

( yn [itiuii was Avf 1 V lb Lind ip 111 Aiin 1 n iii hu vi pi ( -.idi lit ul tin 

Iiitt 111 itioual Olynipif ( umiiiittt i I In f (In'- M'tuilh all ul spuits 
puwt 1 hi Oku sail Kumiin* laiipn ip jh iki 1 '■piakiiij. luiiih Span 
ii-li Italian I’)itu{>ucst 

Mull i uiiiiiiuii giound thi\ It nd to wit Id i nui niuiis pt i onal luthuiily 
I hoy art not ( haii nit 11 ul tin hoaid ui ^pi lu -.1111 n lot tin (oiiimitti't I nc>y 
alt mills tiny an dnlatuis nut lung 1 > s'- 1 In v t< mi lu gt t i li (t» d and 

n nltiti'd viitually unupposid 'I hi y tt nd In ht old past ntin 111 nt ago 
hut urihkf otln 1 passions tin di-,iii lot pun jiuwi i vl ixt s 1 atlnu than 
want s witli advaiK ing yt ats And tin y luvi 1 at h pn snk d uvi 1 tin most 
diamitn nst (nu sot 11 111 sjiuit liii iin lal nid puhtn.il puwr 1 Nt vm 
iKltin has spurt produ id such puwi 1 till lilt n iin n (ouitud by tin weal 
thnst husnn sst s and tin* must ambilnm'- in ads ul statt in tin'wot Id 
And lootball i*? run by this loibidding Tb ytai old Itnmu watt 1 polo 
playnr a liia/ihaii who thinks tin lincsl thing iiisiioit is chst iplint' I am 
told that he is capable ol linoly tuned t iimt, inal spent his and lac liiymose 
giet tings win n sin h are letpuied but tn' is no standard issue Latino In 
intoiview hechosetootfei hi.s most cautious side part'd ot all emotions It 
was like interviewing Mr Spexk 

A question on say the raoiahty ol the game is answeied by yet another 
shoal ol figure's How does he feel about the lack ol passion foi the games 
in the United States the place wheie the next Woild Cup will be held*' 
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avelange 
















Hayelitnge*« 


signiHcaviil;'^ 

achievenieiiii 

arethebit^ 

sponsoramof 


; s JVC, vM ' 
;. ■ • ;• 

axpen^aol 
taeWorM 
Ciip*He 
Increase j:;! 
participatkm 
in the final . . 
toturaam^ ^V 
firomiStaSI# > /- 
teams: a moVe 
• which .,■ 
draiimticaDy v 
increased 
Third World 
parfidpafion : 
anda^ured 
Havekuigeof 
the loym^, 
and file vdes ' ' 
crfThM;'-. 
WqAdmm^'k'!^ 
for years 
ccsne'..: 


Answer. “First, I would like to say that the last World Cup was shown to 
27 billion television viewers. It is already foreseen that the next World Cup 
will be watched by four billion more In Italy there were 2.4 million 
spectators at the grounds, in the United States there will be 2.8. They say 
we can ali eady expect all the tickets to be sold There is no other sport even 
in the United States that can make such an offer. I think we should not 
worry about the World Cup being a success in the United States.” 

Havelange’s attempt to conquei' Amei k a is bizarre in the extreme I 
mean, why bother? That sets Havclange off on another raft of figures: 
“Europe is the most interested in football, technically and financially, in 
37 countries. Of these, 12 countries can be considered rich America has 
50 states. One can consider them 50 countries 50 rich c-ountries...lt is a 
fantastic gain in the development of football. It will leally open a big 
market for sport ” 

He continued with a hymn of praise for American prosperity “We need 
12 cities for the World Cup America produced ,33. All have international 
airports. All have national highways, railroad, first-class hospitals, five- 
star hotels...” Havelange sounded for a moment like a child reporting on a 
trip to Hamley’s toy-shop I was reminded of a restaurant I visited in Las 
Vegas, the waiter boasted, “Yes, folks, we ihrow away more than 501b of 
meat every single day ” Havelange should eat theie 

Havelange's most significant achievements are the huge sponsorships 
he has brought into FIFA and the World Cup, through companies like 
Coca-Cola, Phillips and JVC. and his huge expansion of the World Cup. He 
increased participation in the final tournament from 16 to 24 teams: a 
move which dramatically increased Third World participation and assured 











JOAO HAVELANGE; CAREER HIGHLIGHTS 


PNtHM; President of FIFA, the world governing body of football. 

Im: lUo de Janeiro, May 8,1916 

CMMT: Competed as a swimmer for Brazil In the Olympic Qamos at 
Berlin. IMS: Member of Brazilian water polo team for Olympics m 
Helsinki. 

1«l: Elected president of the Sports Association of Brazil. 1M3: Elected 
member of International Olympic Committee ll7li: Elected president of 
FIFA 

PnteSlilllt cnwr: I>octor of Laws, he is president of Brazil's national bus 
company and a director of companies in the insurance world and 
chemical industries In 1988 he was advanced as a nominee for tlu* 
Nobel Peace Prize 


Havelange (centre) la 
granted an audience with 
the Pope during Italia ’90. 
The man may be as hard as 
nsils, but he possesses 
D excellent public relations 

I acumen 



Havelange of ♦he loyalty and the votes of Third World nations loi ^ears to 
come 

He was voted in lor yet aiiotliei lour-yeai toim as picsirli'iil last yeju 
His championship ot the Third Wojld was tiiuniphantly vindu aled in the | 
suciTSS ot the Camorcxin team They played a vciy tieautiiul tec hnaal i 
and disciplined fcxitball They coiitiadieteri all rntiiusm ot the efforts and 
the piograniines tliat weic made foi eountiies like C.vineuKin It sliowc'd 
that we were right Wi continue to do evcnything w(> can loi llie Third , 
World We shall continue' the programme' of eoacl’ing c oui ses and so on ' 
Tlie Africans arc making gic'at progres.s and one day they will tx- cliani ' 
pions of the world 

Pcrhapsthis will happc'nin 20yc'ars It so it would liaicity lx-sutpu.sing 
if Havelange were still running FIFA 1 a,sked him vchat moial ipialitic's 
sport possessed “First you must love sport Then von niu-.i lx well 
prepared, physically and imntally Then you niinst 'to the |ob t>ivc'n to von 
by the coach Then yc»u niu.st lead a healthv Lte I am 7') and 1 have neveu ' 
smoked I don t drink Whc-ij 1 did swimming and watei pol i J h.id .i lung 
capacity ot seven litres Texlay I still have a capacity c't live lilies I walk 
every day lor an hour and cover five kilcMiieties I do 20 minutes ot ' 
gymnastics eveiy day Every clay I swim a minimum ot t ooo im Iks 

Havelange is truly erbsessed by the stale of his health 1 asked turn .ilxmt 
Jingoism at the World Cup neanswered with a stoiv about ttie dottoi who ^ 
examines his arteries every six months ‘So I hojx' you wnlJ feci as my ^ 
dcxitor docs-not sad that you fail to report something negatiu to leport 
You must be pleased to reviort what is positive ' 

Havelange IS an extremely impressive man He made alisolutelv iioetfoit 
to make a conquest of me bv frnadlmess by oratoiv oi tiy c hann He 
simply, with great but u’iexaggc*r.ited c'ouitesv an’,wc'icci llu' cjiiestion.s 
His self-assurance is like Fort Knox 

He has been talking about impiovmg the scemug rate by uticducing 
bigger goals He has bet*n talking about splitting ilu game in four 
25-mxnute quarters tC' please American television Bc'^h aie suhjec'ts a 
fcxitballmg man could discmsa for hours Wlu'ii aski'd, Havc'lange would 
only say that a commissiuii was looking into these things a politician’s 
answer t'’ ever there was one “1 do not see any problems for the future, 
because 1 work fnini day to day ’ 
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Mr. Indisputable. Havelange 
has no time for argument 
You ask him a question, he 
gives you an answer. End of 
story 


NEXT WEEK: JEAN 
MARIE BALESTRE 


I disked lum what matte lod to him m spoit Without a erood oiKanisa 
tion you cannot produce a t«ood spertai le That ib oui -.tic nf>th We try to 
put this loiwaid m every competition and wc ti> lu make tins pcntect foi 
eve Iy WoiId Cup At my age I have done all tin iiKiits you t an do At my 
age 1 have no great passions I c an go to nt vr i mind whic h match nevci 
mind whic h team in all tianquilhtv without tny outside preoccupation I 
can watch and have a good time I am not prejudiced by anything 

All 1 wish to do IS to continue to sti vc m\ family my business FIFAand 
sport I am happy because ot thc> staff wo have atFlFA because tcxitball is 
well respected and because it is indisputabiemc iit the No 1 in the world 
Many have critici8c*d Havelange loi what appears to be an ovexvaluation 
of the financial rewards sport can bring toadying to America being too 
closely involved in financial dealing with television Questions along these 
lines bung tfie politicians standard aiiswci When the day airives that 
someone is not c xiticised he is atiout to die Not exactly a profound moral 
defence and a line that all sport s power biokeis are happy to tiot out 
Why not*^ The seciei oI then position is simple enough they are pietty 
well unac countable People like Havelange have played their hands so well 
that no one opposes them In four year s time health and ai teries willing 
Havelange will stand again foi re election It is not that there is no 
stopping lum there is simply no opposin him 
Spoil s chief (harm may be discipline for Havelange But for him and 
for dll the othei men who rule then game it has a still more wonderful 
thing to offer Spoi 1 1 epresr nts one of the mcxiei n woi Id s most magmfi 
cent vehicles for tne undisputed exercise of pure analloyed blatant stark 
naked powei • COURTESY the times LONDON 







ALL IN THE GAME 


A traditionally distasteful habit of any 
A rugrby union match contested by the 
AW'rench is strutting on the field The 
cockerel, incidentally is their national 
emblem The Irish state autliorities are, 
however, not too impressed or happy with this, 
as they are playing host to the French rugby 
team The reason for this problem is more 
agricultural than humanitarian According to 
the state agricultural department the 
cockerels accompanying the French fans could 
be carrying viruses that are hitherto not 
prevalent m Irish soil The agriuultui al 
department are thus having a trying time 
chasing cockbirds all over Ireland and killing 
them 

Maybe the French should just switch emblems 
Rene Lacoste’s crocodile would be quite a scary 
alternative* 


French Cocks Are 


An ELgricultural menace 


Turf Club Meetings 


A lot of horsesense 


T he representatives of the Royal Calcutta 
Turf Club and the Press had a meeting 
recently A number of topics came up for 
discussion Some of them were simply 
hilarious while others aimless Here are ,some 
of the minutes of the meeting 
(1) A lady jockey had applied foi a licence 
recently She was not allowed to ride in the 
races Decision The lady jockey had been 
riding for the last six years without success 
Therefore, her record was not good enough for 
her to be granted a licence (8) The speech on 



the PA system is distorted in certain parts 
Decision This is being looked into by the 
CCXl/Chief Engineer (3) The commentators 
make mistakes quite often while reading the 
race Thei e should be better commentators 
Decision There is an acute shortage of 
c’ommentators Efforts are being made to get 
better commentators (4) Col Bah suggested 
that the music on the tracks should be racing 
oriented Decision Col Bali was told to get 
tapes with racing oriented music on it (5) All 
the points discussed at the Conference should 
be minuted so that a record is available at all 
times Decision This is the normal practice 
The next press confci-encc should be held 
after the conclusion of the winter season, so 
stay tuned Major developments could take 
place 


T urbulent 

times continue in 
the Italian soccer 
league The Roma 
football club got the 
rap recently for 
boorish behaviour 
when they played AC Milan recently Roma 
were fined C 5,OCX) as they were held 
responsible for the bad behaviour that their 
spectators dished out during an othe"wi8e 
placid game 

The fine was implemented when the 
supporters threw an object, which they 
described as a ‘paper bomb’, into the held, after 
the game But the Roma guys got 


Italian Soccer 


A h(X)ligans parattise 


away foi a crime of a 
more heinous natur»». 
when they unfurled a 
baiinei which read 
•‘Rijkaard, Rome 
vomits all over you." 
This has reference 

to the incident during the World Cup when 
Frank Rijkaard of Holland spat on Germany’s 
R idi Voeller The disciplinary committee 
decided to overlook this offence as according to 
them it was ‘devoid of any racial or territorial 
connotation.’ 

Now wo know why soccer hooligans simply 
love Rome. 














QUESTIONS 

I To whom IS the 
Venus 

Rosewater Dish 
awarded*? 

2 His pin-up 
poster IS the 
second largest one 
over to be sold m 
the world Who’s 
he*? 

3 Who first 

promulgated the 
custom of bringing 
the Olympic torch 
to the mam venue*? 

4 In his book 
‘Runs and 
Ruins’, Gavaskar 
remarked that it 
would be a strange 
and odd sight for 
his neightours in 
England, when he 
went out for 
practice with a 
fellow Somerset 
player Who is this 
odd partnei*? 

5 Which 

cricketer has the 
distmction of 
carrying the bat 
most times in 
Tests*? 

6 Who alter 
meeting a 
bouncer head-on. 
said “Some day or 
the other someone 
will be killed by 
pace”*? 

7 John McEnroe 
ended his five 
year Grand Slam 
drought by 
winmngthe 1989 
US Open doubles 
title Who was his 
I part ner*? 


RATING TEST 


Above 14 Wish you were part of our team 
Between 11 and 14 You are not too bad 
Below 11 Sportsworld reading 
recommended 

All answers sent m by the contributor 


8 Who invented 
the ‘Skyhook’ 
technique in 
basketball*? 

9 Why was 
Zeeshan Ah 
fined by the All 
England Lawn 
Tennis Association 
during the 1989 
Wimbledon 
championships*? 

■4 Criticising 
X ^umpiring in 
Pakistan, what was 


the slogan coined 
m the style of ‘If 
Lillee doesn t get 
you. Thom mo will ‘? 


1 4 Sunil 
X Gavaskar 
and Gus Logie have 
achieved 

something unique 
in winning the Man 
of the Match 
awards on different 
occasions Whal is 
this unique 
achievement*? 


4 Q Which 

X /^company 

runs the Italian 
soccer club, 
Juventus*? 


r O Which 
'—'football club 
had its highest 
lepresentationof 
players in Italia 
90*? 

4 A I am the 
X^only 
ciKkctei in tilt 
woild to captain 
the team in the fust 
Test mate h and was 
a 12th man in the 
next Who am?? 

-I er Whose 
X kJ aut obiog 1 ap- 
hy IS titled 
Unlimited 
Uliallenge ? 



1 Wimbledon ladies singles winner 

2 Mark Spitz 

3 Adolf Hitler 

4 Joel Garner 

5 Desmond Haynes 

6 MikeGatting 

7 Mark Woodforde Australia 

8 KareemAbdulJabbar 

9 For wearing an oversized logo 

10 ‘If KhisarHayat doesn t get you ShakoorRana 
will 

11 Both got It for lhair fielding in one-day matches 

12 Fabnca italiana Automobile Torino (FIAT) 

13 Steau Bucharest of Romania with ten players 

14 Srimvas Venkatraghavan 

15 Garry Kasparov 


TWS QUIZ HAS BEEN COMPILED BT: 
S.SUIIESN, 

4B.BHABATI SUB CROSS, 

S.S. COLONY, MABURAI 
PW 825 028 

















Usha, lookina most womanly, is now all set to marry 
V. Srinivasan (below, third from left) 
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The road is narrow. On the left, a small cigarette 
shop: a few young men stand near i t and look at us 
curiously. On the right, a thatched roofed cinema 
hall called Reshmi Talkies. Further down the 
narrow tarred road is the Block Development Office. 
A curve on the road, later, suddenl.y in the 
distance ...the big. sprawling yellow coloured house 
ofP T. Usha. 

The black gate, of shoulder height, has a sign on 
the wall near it- black letters on white marble says 
'Ushas ', the name of the house In the open garage, 
near the front door, a ivd Standard 2000gleams. In 
an adjacent garage is a blue Maruti. 

As we move towards the door, phologi'apher Utpal 
Sorkar has a sudden spasm of nervousness. His 
brand new Ray Ban sunglasses slip fi-om his hand 
and fall to the cemented ground. The right lens is 
completely shattered. Utpal looks shocked. He picks 
up the small glass pieces and throws it towards a 
glass verge. ‘Bad sign'he mutters to himself. 

We ring the bell. 

After a while, Usha herself opens the door. She 
smiles but she is looking listless, a little bored. She 
invites us in. It is a large hall rxxim. One's attention 
IS immediately drawn to an incredible Ixiok case that 
spans a whole wall. It is filled with ixiws and rows of 
medals and cups and momentos and souvenirs. On 
the light, very near the door, is a long staircase that 
leads up to the first floor 

We sit down. 

It is very silent in the house You can hear the 
biids chatter in the tree on the la wn. You can hear 
the sound of plates being cleaned in the kitchen. The 
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Usha in her pyja room in her new hou5;e 

'•m-' 


slapof bare feet announces the arrival ofayounger 
aieter, on her way to the first floor. You can even 
hear the tick tock of the clock hanging on the wall. 

The mood of the house aeeps into you. Itis 
peaceful and guiet but to one who has Just completed 
a 2400 km train journejr, assaulted by that 
reJentieas clatter of rail on track, the silenoe in the 
house is like a harsh shout. There is a droning in my 
ears. I struggle to clear my brain. Usha struggle to 
surmount her lethargic mood. 

I begin: “You know, there is tremendous interest 
all over India about your marriage. ” 

“Well, that is the only thing left of interest” comes 
her quick reply. 

“You know, people want to know how you have 
goneabout it. Like how many guys you have seen? 
How did you make the final choice?” 

"Oh my God ” she replies, “that is too difficult. It is 
a private matter. And nothing has been really fixed. 
There is a tentative agreement of an engagement but 
everything will only be fixed on March 3rd. ” 

‘Tes. but this article is coming out after that. So 
there is really nothing to worry." 

“Are you sure?" she asks. The h undreds of 
journalistic promises like this, all to be broken the 
very next morning in the newspaper, makes her 
wary. 

“1 promise" I say She looks at Utpal and me. 
measuring and weighing the pros and cons Then 

The cup on the right is the first trophy she has won in 
her career. She was In class seven then. The medal on 
the left is the last silver medal she won in the Beijing 
Asian Games. Thirteen illustrious years span the two 
awards. 
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Playing chess on the beach In Payolll with sister 
Sums 

she smiles and begins to speak. 

Her voice is her most distinoti ve feature. It is a 
strong, determined voice. It is a voice that is 
patently honest. It is a voice that never forgets that 
she is a small town girl. And yet the voice can 
suddenly give way to embarassinggiggles, and to 
tremors of excitement. And ifyou hear and rehear 
her voice on the dictaphone, you can detect that, at 
the core of it, there are strands of nervousness. 

The voice does not indicate the runner. 

On the track, Usha is bold all the way. She runs 
with fluid strength, with utter confidence. Her 
running style can leave you gasping in admiration. 
But off the track, her confidence can xtmetimes 
flounder. A question about “the positive and 
negative aspects of fame. ” has her lowering her eyes 
to the ground, swallowing her saliva—the Adam's 
apple bobbing—and then she asks simply. "Cbu/d 
you explain that question again?I can't understand 
it". 

The qu^tion is rephrased and then she breaks 
into a torrent of words, glad,quickly to have a say on 
the subject and embarrassed that she did not 
initially understand. Yet her eyes are steady, direct 
and penetrating. Time after time, she locked eyes 
with the interviewer, refusing to blink. And later, 
as the day wore on, and her concentration 
increased—as did her intensity— the eyes held one 
with their fierce determination. 


I ON MARRIAGE 


I don’t know how many proposals had come but there 
has been quite a few. In some cases,everything seemed 
okay but then something was not all right with the 
family. Or the family was all right but the person 
was not. For quite a few, they did not have the 
necessary height. I am 5'7". Then in cases when 
everything was all right, good family, good job, 
good height, close relatives of the boy’s family said, 

‘It is not good to be Usha’s husband. You will be in 
her shadow all the time.’ 


I THE FINAL CHOICE 


His name is V. Srinivasan. He is about six feet tall. 

He was a former University level kabaddi player. I 
could sense immediately that he had a keen interest 
in sports. That was very important for me. I wanted 
to marry a man who is simple and gentle and yet 
liked sports a lot. Srinivasan seems to be like this. At 
present he is working as a Circle Inspector in the 
CISF (Central Industrial Security Force) in 
Rourkela. After our marriage, he hopes to get 
transferred to Madras and I should also get a 
posting there. So we intend to start our 
family life in Madras. He is 28 years old and is one of 
two sons. His mother died when he was very young 

Mother Lakshml and the younger sister Sums pose 
.ifthelran 
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with Usha In front of their ancestral home 

















Usha. ’ Then they aak for autographs and sometimes 
take pictures with me. I don’t mind it. But then, the 
result is that I can’t shop in peace. 


ON HER PRESENT MOOD AFTER 
RETIREMENT 


After the Beijing Asian Games, there has been a 
complete absence of tension. Normally, when I was 
an active athlete, there was this ever-present feeling 
of tension. Now it is no longer there. From a very 
early age, I used to get up early in the morning for 
training. There was always this sense of purpose 
and direction as soon as I got up. I had something to 
do. Something important. But nowadays when I get 
up—and even now I get up very early in the 
mornings—1 lie in bed and feel a blank depression. I 
become moody. Thei-e is nothing to do There is a 
lack of energy. I feel listless. And this mtxid carries 
on till the afterncx)n. But then slowly the n»ood lifts 
and by evening, I am back to my high spirits once 
again. 1 miss the excitement, there is no doubt about 
it. But if I start to do something, like write a letter or 
something, then my concentration returns and 1 feel 
better Like I am already feeling bettor talking to 
you There is something to do now. 

At this point, Utpal interrupts. "Excuse me Usha, 
but could 1 have a gj.iss of water?" 

"Sure, why not” she says, springing up fmm the 
chair. 

I look at Utpal puzzled. Her mood was just 
improving- There was animation in her eyes. She 
was speaking with enthusiasm, in a good flow of 
words, and then this interruption. "She was in good 
flow" J accused 

■Tes. 1 know" he replied, “but I had to interrupt for 
a jiarticular reason. The man who is sitting outside 
is a journalist and he is taking down all that Usha is 
saying And Usha is opening up more and more and 
God only knows where he is going to publish all 
this? And anyway, it is not a right thing, isn't if^ 

Usha returns with two glasses of lemonade, and 
then we tell her why she is interrupted She is 
non-commilal but then we suggest that she finishes 
off the interview with the other journalist. Usha 
agi-ees and calls the journalist i n He comes in, 
smiles sheepishly at us and Usha takes him to the 
dining table. We drink our lemonade and explore 
the house. 

On the landing leading to the first floor is a room 
to the right. This is Usha’s room. It is simple, bare 
and unpretentious. The air-conditioner is off The 
walls are painted a soothing blue. On the table, there 
is a tape recorder and cassettes of Yesudas and 
Mohammed Rafi lie scattered about. On the wall, 
there is a superb picture of the Great Wall of China. 
There is a double bed with the sheet smcxithed down. 
It is simple and clean. There is nothing else in the 
room. 

We go up to the first floor. On the right is a small 
puja room. There are two other bedrooms with 
attached baths. The house is neat; everything in its 
place. 


We hang around; we look out through the window 
and we can see coconut trees in the distance. A 
breeze blows; the leaves shake in response. The 
sunlight streams in through the window and lights 
up the mosaic floor. Time passes. It is a little 
unnerving to adjust to nature’s silence after the 
clamour of the city. 

Usha calls out. The interview with the Malayan 
journalist is over. We come down the stairs and 
again sit down. 

"You must have lunch ” Usha says. 

"Nothing doing" we reply, “we will go to a 
restaurant." 

“No, you have come all the way from Calcutta. You 
must have lunch here, ” 

“Oh please don’t worry. We will manage." 

"There is no problem here" she says, "the food is 



Relaxation time for Usha now 

simple and there is enough fur everybody " 

It was 12 45 111 the afternoon and there was still 
time for lunch 

“Why don't we talk some more" 1 suggest She 
smiles and sits down. 


ON HER HOUSE 


Aftei 1 won five gold medals at the ’85 Asian Track 
and Field championships in Djakai'ta. the Kerala 
State government announced a grant of Rs 2 lakhs 
[ to build me a house. But by the time the nouse was 
j completed in late ’87. the cost had shot up to Rs five 
lakhs. So 1 put up the rest of the money The house 
was designed by a Government architect and now the 
wiiole family stays here—my brother, two younger 
sisters, my parents and myself. My other two sisters 
are married and live elsewhere. 
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ON HOW MUCH MONEY SHE HAS 
EARNED 


I cannot say how much I have earned. But now. 
people expect me to keep to a certain standard of 
living. I cannot travel in a bus. Because people will 
say, ‘If Usha has two cars, why does she need to get 
on a bus?’ 1 have to maintain this Standard 2000. It 
was given to me by the State Government after my 
performance in the Seoul Asian Games. 1 have 
noticed that people get shocked by the cash awards. 
But there has been so much of hard work behind the 
winning of all those international races. It’s not 
easy And after the cash award is announced, you 
must not forget how much of running around I have 
to do to get the cheque Sometimes, it takes a whole 
year before the cheque is in my hands. 1 guess, you 
must be knowing how the bureaucracy works here 
in India. 


ON HER HUMILIATION AFTER THE 
SEOUL OLYMPICS 


I was abused and reviled after these Games. For the 
first time, I deeply regretted that 1 had entered an 
athletics career. It was terrible Nobody seemed to 
try to understand me I am also human. I am also 
like other people. I was injured and 1 could not run 
my best. Why could not people understand that? 
Even in Payolh, people used to walk past the house 
shouting abuses. I had come to a state where 1 was 
terrified to go out of the house. Posters were put all 
over the place villifying me I am essentially a 
sensitive person, so I suffered even more Of course, 
later I unclerstrxxl that people had such a high 
expectation of me and they were bitterly 
disappointed that I had let them down But what I 
could not understand was how former athletes like 
Milkha Singh and Suresh Babu joined the abuse 
wagon. That was too painful. 1 think, in the midst of 
all this suffering, there rose the determination to do 
well once again and to show everyone, especially my 
critics, what I was capable of 
And I did come back strongly in the ATF 
championships in New Delhi in ‘89 when 1 won four 
gold medals and bettered my retiords that I had set 
in Djakarta. That was a fitting reply to my critics. 


on the cover and underneath is written: P.T. Usha, 
Kerala. Sometimes the letters are just addressed as 
The Payolli Express, Kei'ala 

It is 1 . 30 in the after-noon. Usha's father has Just 
come home from his tailoring shop near the village 
centre. He is a tall, straight backed man in his early 
sixties, with a mane of grey hair, a broad forehead 
and a shy smile His bearing indicates a principled 
man and one can deduce where Usha inherited her 
qualities of discipline, hard work and dedication. 

IVe talk a little. 

A photo session with the family is arranged and 
Usha 's two younger sisters. Shobhu and Suma. go 
into a tizzy about what dress to wear Finally, 
everyone sits on the steps leading to the house and 
Utpal clicks away The interaction between the 
family members is warm and affectionate Suddenly 
Usha asks. 'Whei-e is Pradeep'.'' 

"He is in the shop’.' the father replies and so the 
only binthcr is not in the family portrait. 

After the photo session is over, we go in and sit 
down. And suddenly we I’ealise that at the rate we 
are going, the assignment can be completed in a day 
and not two days as we originally thought 





1 receive all kinds of letters. At present, 1 receive a 
lot of letters saying that my departure has been a 
loss to Indian athletics. Some write affectionate 
letters There are letters asking for money so that 
they can get married or build a house. It is fun 
reading them. They come from all over India and I 
also used to get a lot of letters from the Gulf 
countries. But now because of the War, there are 
fewer and fewer letters. It is physically impossible to 
reply to all the letters. But what is most astonishing 
is the addresses. Sometimes, there's a picture of me 










Usha with her coach Nambiar 


Utpa.1 whispars. “I think we can leave tonig-ht. ” 

Aloud. Jask. “Kxciisc me. Usha, is Mr. Nambiar 
around?" 

‘‘Yes ' she says and moves to the telephone, "he 
lives nearby". 

"Actually the reason is that we want a couple of 
tickets on tonight's Trivandrum Mail. That was why 
we wanted to meet Mr Nambiar. Maybe ho could 
arrange it 

"But. I can arrange it " Usha exclaims, a rising 
inflection to her voice, "don’t forge* thatl woik in 
the Railways." 

Saying so. she rings up the Station Master at 
Vadakara. 12 kilometres from Payolli "Hi. this is 
Usha. Are there tickets available on tonight’s 
Trivandrum Mail'^" 

Of course tickets are available when Usha is 
asking. No problem All we have to do is to go to 
Vadakara to collect the tickets 

Usha smiles and says. "Now will you please have 
lunch." 

The meal is simple. Thcreisa mutton curry, 
beans, another vegetable dish, mango curry and rice 
and pappad Usha sits with us while her mother and 
a sister hover around, serving the dishes. We are in 
fact ravenous and we attack the focxi. She talks some 
more on her favourite subject, sport. 


ON THIE FUTURE OF KERALA 
ATHLETICS 


It is definitely going down. There seems to be a 
famine now There are a lot of potentially good 
athletes but they don’t seem to be interested in 
excelling. 1 went to my former sports school in 
Cannanore and I could see that the facilities had 
improved drastically. In my time, we had no beds. 
We had to join two benches together to make a bed. 
For 80 students, there were just two bathrooms. But 


now things have changed but somehow, people don’t 
seem to be interested, as I said earlier, about 
excelling anymore. 


ON KERALA’S REACTION TO HER 
SUCCESS 


Well, here’s a simple example. The railway track is 
nearby. But very few trains stop at Payolli. They 
stop at Vadakara. But when I won four gold medals 
after the Seoul Asian Games, the train was forced to 
make an unscheduled stop at Payolli because there 
were so many people at the station, who were 
waiting to greet me. Those times are gone now. 

The meal is over and we arrange for another photo 
session in the evening. Then Utpal and I leave for 
Vadakara to collect our tickets. 

In Vadakara, the tickets were collected with elan, 
the Assistant Station Master, charming and 
solidtious and we take the return bus to Payolli. It is 
the peak of a summer afternoon. There is tiredness 
in the mind and in the eyes. Both of us fall asleep 
and by the time we awaken, Payolli is ten kilometi*;s 
past. We jump off, rubbing the sleep from our eyes 
and blaming each other. We wait at a bus stop. 

After a while, a bus comes up in a rush of squealing 
brakes and screeching tyres and we jump in, only to 
jump out at the next stop because the bus was not 
going to Payolli A lone autorickshaw goes past and 
wc are beaten to it by four giggling schoolgirls. We 
are getting desperate. Time is passing. Suddenly a 
ti-ekker comes past and we wave it down. It is filled 
with people. There is no place to sit. 

‘A re you going to Payolli?' we ask They nod and 
so we hang at the back of the vehicle, one leg barely 
managinga toe-hold, the other leg floating in space, 
our hands gripping the bars of the trekker. 

Usha breaks into loud laughter when we tell her 
our adventures. 

“How silly" she says, 'as soon as you got into the 
first bus, you should have told the conductor that 
you wanted to go to Usha's place and they would 
have dropped you at the right stop ' 

There is no hint of arrogance when she says this. 
Because it is a fact. Everybody knew whore Usha 
stayed. After all, it is she and shoalone whohas 
singlehanded ly put the name of Payolli on India's 
map. 

We take some quick pictures inside the house. She 
diessed in a saree, in her room, coming down the 
stairs, lighting up thediya, holding her medals. The 
sun is setting and we have io hurry to the beach 
before the sunlight vanishes altogether. Usha 
changes into a red sal war and we get into the 
Standard 2000. Brother Pradeop drives while Usha 
and her sister Suma sit at the back. People stare at 
us as we go down the road. It is like wearing a sign 
over your head. But Usha is used to it. 1 take the 
chance to ask a few more questions: 


ON ASHWINI NACHAPPA 


I don’t want to talk negatively about her. But in our 






NtKHIL BHATTACMAny* 



Athwini Nachappa: more known for her clothes 

country, we tend to blow up a person’s achievement 
out of all proportions. And then after awhile, we 
bring them crashing down also Ashwini's defeat of 
me in the 200m at the National Open athletics 
championships in New Delhi last year was haih'd as 
a great feat. But rcmembei- one thing it was not that 
Ashwini’s timings had improved; it was just that my 
timings had gone down. 

There is no doubt that she has talent But she does 
not put in as much of hard work as is needed In 
fact, it is her talent rather than her hard work that 
has brought her so far Although 1 have my doubts 
about whether she can be an Asian champion 

Ijook at this by the time 1 was 20 years old. 1 had 
already c;ome fourth in the LA Olympics And also 
by this time, 1 was already an Asian Gaines bi onze 
medallist. Ashwini. who is not a spring chicken 
now, has yet to win a bronze medal in individual 
races. I think she has more of a name because of the 
clothes that she wears rather than because of her 
performances on the track. 


THE QUALITIES NEEDED TO BE A 
SUCCESSFUL ATHLETE 


If you want to achieve anything, you must be 
willing to work hard. There must be a will to 
succeed. It is not easy. There is a lot of hardship 
involved. One should not be discouraged by setbacks 
but to continue training day in and day out Like, 
after ’88,1 could have stopped running but it was 
determination that kept me going. So despite 
everything, one must persevere. One should never 
lose courage but keep struggling on. And then one 
day success will come to you. 


I ON WHY INDIAN ATHLETES 
PERFORM SO POORLY ABROAD 


Because they don’t work hard Firstly, very few 
people come to athletics as an end in itself Mostly, 
they train in order to get a.job But once they have 
got a job. most of their ambitions are ovei- Perhaps a 
few of them want to get a promotion and so they 
work a little bit more. And suppose, for example, the 
athlete comes from a good family. Then he or she is 
trying to get a seat on the spoi ts quota in the 
university or for medical or eiigineeniig courses 
Once they secairo admission, their interest in sports 
dies down That is the difference hetw’eeii the o1 her 
athletes and me For me. excellence in athletics wa.s 
an end in itself. 

We arrive at the beach And suddenly. it is 
wonderl'ul. The settnif}- sun. the relentless sea breeze 
Happing our eolhirs nbcmt. the roar ortho waves 
hitting the beach Tension .s-e(->nj.s t< > dissolve like the 
foam on top of a wa ve One felt hgh 1 -hen rted I isha 
smiles. Utpal begin.s to get hyper excited The photo 
opportunity looked superb 
Fishermen 's children begin to follow us as we 
walk further and further away from groups of 
people who had come to expiu-ience the evening 
breeze. Attention is drawn because of her Standard 
200U. And now you can see a distinct change in 
Usha She turns and beckons to me 
"See this" she says, [xiinting at the sand, "it is soft 
and yet it is hard I used to practise hurdles on this 
This is the most wonderful place on earth. How 1 
loved training on the beach. Remember. I u.sed to 
run over the hurdles heieand soyou can imagine 
how easy it was for me when 1 ran on the track This 
is the best training ground forme. It differed from 
day today Sometimes. I went for long Jogs 
Sometimes I did short sprints. Sometimes I 
practised the hurdles. And I had also to keep an idea 
of the tides Whether it was high tide or low tide But 
the best thing was th at 1 was away from people and 1 
could Just practise and practise You know. 1 dearly 
wished that there was a stadium nearby Then there 
would have been no need for me to go all the way to 
Bangalore or Delhi. I could have trained here, my 
mot her would have given me the best food and I 
would not have suffered from homesickness at all." 

She stops speaking and smiles Then she willingly 













with her father 


hsten's to Utpnl as ho uislructs hor < ,n how she 
should pose She sits on u boat mouied on the beach, 
and she looks tjoautiful She ha,s such a sense of 
well-being on hev face And yet . as one watched her 
us she waved about on the sand, there is a feeling of 
sadness 

She must realise that now everything was in the 
past At. an age when other people aivjust 
beginning to get a hold on their careers, this 
talented woman was at the end of hers. Life now was 
spread out in front of her and there was just 
blankness. A wrong question' "What are your 
futui'e plans?' 

Immediately a shadow falls across her face "I 
i-eally don't know what I am going to do" she says, "1 
have never thought about it at all I don't want to be 
a coach because 1 have to be full time with the 
athletes and that will not do justice to my marriage ” 

I regretted suddenly that I had asked th '.s 
question. The children stood around Usha, all 
smiling brightly and Utpal decides to take a picture 
of Usha with them. Usha’s mood changes again. She 


seemed to have lightning changes of motxis. Shu 
smiles now and taps the heads of the childivn 
around her. in gentle affection. 

We ivach the car and she tolls Pradeep. "I wilt 
drive. "And with expert ease, she turns the cur 
around and she drives down the narrow road Again 
that look of concentration on her face We reach the 
main road and suggest that she drop us off at the 
bus stop 

"Nothing doing" she lephes. "first have tea at 
home and then you can leave. ” And so we return to 
the house Teaisaheady laidout Cukes, biscuits, 
and ctxxmut swecLs It is dusk now and the nxmi is 
partially in darkness 

A casual question: "How many guests do you have 
in a day?" 

"So many " she replies, “that we lose count Some 
days, principles of.schrxjls ring up saying that their 
children are coming toPayoUi and they would like 
to see the trophy case. They make sure that I am at 
home. Then photographs aiv taken with the 
children, and then I sign autograph books This is 
official But people are dropping in all the time, just | 
to talk to me, to listen to me They arc complete 
strangers but I guess, they feel comfortable and 
welcome and so the word spreads Ofcnur.se. now 
with the STD facility, we have visitors every Friday 
to get calls from leiatives in the Gulf " 

"IVtjy do they have to come here'’' one usk.s 
puzzled 

"Becauseyou will be surprised to know that I have 
the only STD facility in this village And jieople 
come here on Fridays becau.se it is u holiday in the 
Gulf and calls arc cheafiar for tho.se culling from 
there. And now the calls have increased three told 
because of the Quit War To pul it dramatically, from 
Payolh, lam thconly link to thcGulf world This 
phone was installed because I had sjy'cificaUy 
I'equested Arjun Singh, who was then 
Communications Minister, whether he could 
arrange to have such a phone in.stalled tiecause 
when I am in training camps. I used to feel lonely 
and miss the family It is only because of this special 
phone that 1 could rinp up my parents from all the 
way in Delhi and wherever else 1 am 

Tea IS over and it is time to leave It has been a 
long, exhausting and eventful day Thcn‘is a .sense 
of weariness although Usha still seems to be in high 
energy We get up and I say "One last question Has 
luck anything to do with your success as an 
athlete'’” 

“Luck" Usha exclaimed, hor black eyes widening 
111 emphasis, "luck. luck, lu&k FJverything has to do 
with luck I was lucky to have a coach from the very 
beginning of my athletics carver. I was lucky that 
when I reached Standard Eight, such a concept as a 
sports school came into being. I was lucky that I had 
b. talent for running Of course, it has got to do with 
luck. Otherwise how can a small town girl like me 
become an Asian champion. Luck and 1 believe very 
strongly that God’s support made the difference. I 
think that without God’s blessings, nothing would 
have been possible!" 9 


m' 







■■■■■■■■■■LOOKINCI AHEAD 

BETTER 

LATE 

THAN 

NEVER 


A sneak preview into some of the important 
decisions to be taken by the Indian Hockey 
Federation at its meeting on March 19 



T he Indian Hockey Federation (IHF) is trying to turn a new leaf at its 

executive committee meeting to be held at Bombay on March 19 Several 
significant decisions, which could have far reaching effects on the game in 
India .will be taken 

The most important decision, is the restriction of tournaments for the top clubs 
of India The IHF secretary. Mr Gurusewak Singh, had said, ‘Tournaments in 
India have mushroomed There ai-e 86 registered all-India tournaments. Besides, 
there are numerous regional level competitions Our top players get fatigued, 
playing tournaments all over the country foi‘ their institutions ” 

Shakeel Ahmed Qureshi, an international umpire from Bhopal added, "in 
Madhya Pradesh alone, there are about 14 toui naments held annually. The 
significance of renowned and traditional tournaments like the Aga Khan Cup, 
Beighton, Obaidullah Gold Cup and Nehru Cup had declined as the same teams 
participate in tournamfints all t he yeai- round "Top teams like BSF, Punjab Police. 

I 

Indian Airlines, Punjab and Sind Bank, ASC. Corps of Signals ai^d others play in 
foui -day tournaments at Shamh as well as the major tournaments The glamour 
has gone from major tournaments of the c-ountry .Institutional teams undei- 
pressure oi’ with financial incentives pailicipate at random without any 
discrimination " 

Realising that our hockey players arc getting stale, the IHF has decided to curb 
tournament play for- the top teams At the Bombay meeting, certain Grade 1 
tournaments will be identified Teams will bo allowed to participate in a restricted 
number of Grade l and Grade 2 tournaments. 'I’he exact number has not yet been 
worked out However, the federation wants to emulate the All India Football 
Federation (AIFF) and restrict the top teams to six or seven outstation 
tournaments each year. 


The IHF has 
stressed that 
the 

Federation 
Cup will 
always be 
staged at 
venues with 
artificial 
surfaces 
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A dozen teams will bf' idcmtified as the beat in India.The criteria for selection is 
twofold. Teams which regularly win or reach the last four stage of all India 
tournaments and from which players are chosen for the national team will be 
considered as an elite group. These teams will lie fined if they violate the 
tournament restrictions 

At the Bombay meeting, tlie formal for the inaugural Federation Cup will be 
finalised. It will be staged at Lucknow from April 8 onwards. An IIIF official said, 
“We have decided that the eight quarter-finalists of the Nationals will play in the 
Federation Cup. This year, we will also include an IIIF' Junior XI, to provide our 
juniors competitive experience." So the participants this year are the Railways, 
Indian Airlines. Services, Punjab. Bomtiay. Patiala, UP. and IHF Junior Xi. The 
IHF has stressed that the Federation Cup will always be staged at venues with 
artificial surfaces 

Bombay are likely to stage the 1991 Nationals, as astro-turf there will be ready 
by May this year The IIIF has also approved four more artificial turfs in U P, at 
M^rut, Dehra Dun, Gorakhpur and Varanasi. 

The Federation wants to emulate the B(XII and bec'ome financially viable. They 
are striving to fill their coffers by collecting about Rs. 1 croi e, from tournament 
affiliation fees, sponsorships and commercial tie-up with Dov Features. ITC and 
MRF are expected to sponsor the fresh F’ederation Cup at Lucknow. 

It has been decided to invite a foreign team lor a series of five Test matches with 
the national team every winter. The USSR and Poland are expected to tour this 
year. The Test matches will be staged at diffei’cnt venues. The IHF has ambitious 
plans which hopefully will fruitify and not just gather dust after the historic 
meeting at Bombay. 


Two voiy popular Imiian 
fMMnt alMMys in ttwfray 
lor top honours. Pteturo 
shows o otruggto for the 
bail between mien 
Airlines defender 
V.B.Sinah and Railways’ 
Baiwinder Singh In the 
Nationals 


Teams which 
regularly win 
or reach the 
last four stage 
of alMndia 
tournaments 
and from 
which players 
are chosen for 
the national 
team will be 
considarad as 
an alita group. 
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PERSONALITY 


S.VENKATRAGHAVAN 

Guy In A Soup! 


An extremely non-controversial character 
who often finds himself in controversial 
situations through no fault of his own 


S OME people are born great, some achieve greatness, and others have 

greatness thrust upon them. So goes the saying. Change that a little bit 
and you get: some people are born controversial, some achieve controversy 
and others have controversy thrust upon them. 

Certainly it can be said that someone like Bishen Bedi was born controversial. As 
player, as captain and as an official, he has always been in the centre of 
controversy, much of which he has caused himself. On the other hand, one can 
hardly call S. Venkatraghavan controversial. And yet, one has lost count of the 
number of controversies he has been enmeshed in through no fault of his. 

The former Indian captain has always been a reserved person. One recalls how 
the former Indian captain M A .K. Pataudi had to actually push a shy Venkat (then 
20) to the front to lead the Indian team into the pavilion after the youngster had 
taken eight wickets in an innings against New Zealand at New Delhi in 1965. The 
diffident, reserved and non-controversial image stayed with Venkat till November 
1969. 

Then the first of many controvei sies that were to surround Venkat over the next 
20 yesys took place. He was given out caught behind in the Test against Australia 
at Bombay. The radio commentator said that the bat was nowhere near the ball. 
Venkat himself hesitated a bit before walking 
Moreover, things were not going well for India till Venkat and Wadekar figured 
in a useful eighth wicket stand which was broken by the umpire’s controversial 
decision. The decision ultimately caused a major riot at the Brabourne Stadium 
leading to a fire in some stands and play being halted for considerable time. 

Venkat was not directly responsible for the trouble and the controversy, (it was 
really the umpire) yet his name is associated with one of the most serious riots 
seen on a cricket field in India. 

The next year Venkat was promoted, first to Tamil Nadu captain, then South 
Zone captain and finally vice-captain of the Indian team. Venkat was only 25 then 
and by no means certain of a place in the national squad. Or so the critics said. 
Certainly a few senior players too felt that way and saw in his elevation a 
conspiracy to sideline them. But was that Venkat’s fault? It was the selectors 
(possibly with the backing of the officials) who promoted him after all. 

To his credit Venkat always a fighter, not only played in all eight Tests against 
the West Indies and England in 1971 but also was the most successful wicket-taker 
with 35 scalps and moreover,was an able deputy to Wadekar. 

Roll a few years to December 1974. Pataudi then captain for the entire series 
against West Indies, was injured. The selectors chose Gavaskar to lead the sid';, 
not, as was expected, Venkat. For the second Test at New Delhi, when Gavaskar 
was injured what did the selectors do? They met on the morning of the 
match—though there was plenty of time earlier—and selected Venkat as captain. It 
was certainly not an easy task especially since a loud mouthed official at a banquet 
the previous night had announced that the captain was Engineer. 

Luck had never been with Venkat for a major part of his cricketing career. 
Against a strong team,lndia 
L_ 


As manager to the 
West Indies tour 










-J 



Venkat with More, Kulkarni, Yadav and Chetan Sharma 

lost by an innings in four days. Compounding the 
luck factor was the fact that India had to bat m their 
second innings on a rain-affected wicket against 
Gibbs. Weis it Venkat’s fault that he was appointed 
on the morning of the matcli? Or that the Test was 
lost by an innings Yet. when the team for the third 
Test at C'alcutta was announced, Venkat was 
relegated to 1 Sth-man 

A few months later during the first World Cup in 
England came the infamous Gavaskar crawl 
out in 60 overs. And Venkat as captain was asked to 
explain why Gavaskar batted as he did 

Controversies did not stop thrusting themselves 
upon Venkat even after his playing days were over. 
When he managed the Indian team to West Indies in 
1989 it turned out to be a nightmare with 
players going off on an unauthorised tour of me 
USA, leading to the Board slapping a ban on them. 

And now comes the latest example of Venkat 
being in the thick of a controversy when he really 
had nothing to do with it. He was one of the umpires 
in the Delhi-Punjab Ranji tie. When the other 
umpire failed to turn up,Delhi substituted a home 
umpire for him. The result? Punjab protested and 
the Board took away points from Delhi ensuring 
that the team did not qualify for the knock-out 
stage. 

One is sure Venkat has had enough of 
controversy. But what can he do if they just follow 

him? 

I Partab Ramchaml 
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ANHaROVEP 



CALCUTTA 


Magic HBfllonm 
Stakes 


W hen Sentouki worked his 
youthful magic 

on New Year’s Day and won the 
prestigious Indian Produce 
Stakes, 

it was a signal that the Magic 
Million on 

February 24 would be quite a race. 
But not without a hard fought 
battle at the wire. 

At the course, it was the 
fashionably bred Flying Warrior 
who garnered the maximum 
support in a field of seven; the 
only gelding in the running. Cool 
Hand Luke, cried off just before 
the richest ever race in Calcutta, 
only for three-year-olds. The 
Magpc Million XXX Stakes not 
only gives a cool half million to 
the winner alone, there are prizes 
for the next five places too and 
includes a bonus of a lakh for the 
bi-eeder. The Magic Million XXX 
Stakes, sponsored by Shaw 
Wallace, had its inaugural run 
last year and is the brainchild of 
Haik Sookias of the Royal Calcutta 
Turf Club. 

So It was six colts and a filly 
(Mischievous by name) who 
paraded in the paddock and stood 
at the starting stalls with their 
eyes on the end of the rainbow, 
some 1600 metres away. When 
they were off like so many streaks 
of lightning, the course favourite, 

I Flying Warrior, was chasing half 
I a dozen tails and half way down 
I found himself hitting a rough 
I patch. Sentouki, on the other 
I hand, with regular partner Nick 
1 Connorton. gave him company 
behind the field, but moved up to 
second at the top of the home 
straight One could see that 
Connorton was doing an encore of 
his Kabuki run in the 
Cruickshank Calcutta lOOO 
Guineas. It was 200 metres to go 
and Connorton nudged Sentouki 
for a burst of speed, only to find 
Aromatic, out on a hattrick 
chance, also being strongly urged 
by Saleem Chisty and responding 

56 ... ' 


Trainer Bharath Singh, Amit 
Gupta, Mr and Mrs Sumit Gupta 
pose with Sentouki, Nick 
Connorton up 

gallantly. In what was Aromatic’s 
finest race so far, Sentouki was 
given a run for his half-a-million. 
The magic moment arrived when 
the governor of West Bengal, 

Prof, Nurul Hasan, presented the 
handsome Rs 25.000 trophy to 
Sentouki’s connections. 

That half-length triumph was 
enough to give Sentouki 
something exciting to neigh about 
and put a huge smile on the face of 
Usha Stud Stud Farm owners and 
trainer Bharath Singh. 
Interestingly, Sentouki is the only 
colt (Treasure I^eaf out of Cedar 
Point) who actually came up from 
the sale of the Magic Million 
auctions last year, when it was 
bought by Mrs and Mr Sumit 
Gupta and Mrs and Mr Amit 
Gupta. 

So. thanks a million, fella. 

Anil Grover 


CUTTACK 


InterlState Aljitetlcs 


A WELL laid out grass track was 
the main attraction at the 
Junior Inter-State Athletic 
Championships held at Cuttack 
rec'ently. Over a 1000 athletes 


competed in the championships. 

A number of meet records were 
established over the four-day 
c*ompetition. Orissa, the host 
State, emerged as the champions, 
with a tally of 28 medals (12 gold, 
8 silver and 8 bronze), as did Bihar 
in the previous meet at 
Muzzafarpur. 

A few points to be noted about 
these junior nationals are the 
blatant cases of over-age 
participation. Although the AAFI 
has a medical committee to look 
into this matter, nothing serious 
is being done about it. Everything 
just seems to be a hoax. 

Organisers invariably spend too 
much time merely on opening and 
closing ceremonies rather than 
looking after the welfare of the 
athletes especially by holding the 
events on time. 

The meet was held without any 
sponsor as ITC (the major 
sponsors of athletics in the 
country) said that the money for 
the junior development 
programme had already been 
handed over to the athletics 
federation and that there was no 
commitment on their part to 
sponsor the meet, as stated by the 
organisers. 

International Rachita Panda 
emerged as the force to reckon 
with in Indian sprinting with a 
new record of 12.0 secs in the 
100m and 24.9 secs in the 200m 








(srirls 18). 

Kulwinder of Delhi also 
completed a sprint double in the 
boys 19, with 100m (10.7 secs) 
and 200m (21.7 secs), both new 
records. 

Kerala which has been the 
nursery of Indian athletics failed 
to live up to expectations. Bobby 
Aloysius, a Kendriya Sports 
Foundation beneficiary, cleared 
1.65m in the g'irls 18 high jump to 
establish a new record. 

Jai Kishen of Delhi earned a 
treble winning the 3000m steeple 
chase, the 5000m and the 1500m 
in boys 19. 

This meet was serving as a 
selection for an ambitious 
programme by the AAFl to build 
up the national team for the 1994 
Asian Games at Hiroshima. Most 
athletic pundits were impressed 
by the emerging standards and 
there seems to be a bright future 
ahead for Indian athletics. But 
unless these juniors are willing to 
persevere and compete with the 
seniors and gain the experience 
they need, nothing is going to 
come about 

It has been seen in the past that 
unless the juniors are willing to 
j shed their skin early, they may 
land up like most of the past 
junior national champions who 
have never gone on to perform at 
the senior level. 

Sunil Abraham 


Electrietty Boatd 

Baf&efiMtD 



KSEB: winners of the Electricity 
Board basketball tournament 


the lead without much opposition. 
Their main scorers were Anil 
Kumar <21 pts) and Suresh .C (16 
pts). For TNEB. Vincent 
Sagayaraj (13 pts) was the top 
scorer 

Earlier in the semis, Tamil 
Nadu overcame Punjab 55-45, 
while Kerala outplayed Bakra 
Beas Management Board (BSMB) 
62-45. 

In the shootout for third place, 
Punjab defeat.ed BSMB 6G 47. 

Sajeev Kumar T.K. 


AD* Assam Bank 


K erala state Electricity Board 
(KSEB) emerged the 
champions in the All India 
Electricity Board Basketball 
Tournament held at 
Thiruvananlhapuran recently. 

In the finals, KSEB 
overwhelmed holders. Tamil Nadu 
Electricity Board (TNEB) 70-46. 
KSEB, comprising mostly of state 
players functioned like a 
well-oiled machine. They led 
29-22 at halftime. In the second 
session, Tamil Nadu players went 
all out in the attack, but left their 
defences open. KSEB increased 


•IiHE State Bank of India won the 
X fifth Girish Chandra Goswami 
Memorial All Assam Inter Bank 
Cricket Tournament defeating 
UCO Bank by 136 runs m the final 
played at the Nehru Stadium. It is 
their third successive victory in 
this tournament. In the final 
match, batting first, SBI scored up 
208 for 3 in the contracted 30 
overs, with Prafulla Kalita (n.o 
67), N. Purkayastha (53) and 
Abhijit Bhatta (39) adding to the 


score- 

In reply. UCO Bank could 
manage only 72 runs when 10.3 
overs were still to be bowled, their 
batsmen never looked consolable 
against the pace attack of the 
opponent. Medium pacer Ashis 
Roy Choudhury of SBI. who was 
declared the ‘Man of the Match’, 
was the highest wicket-taker with 
a haul of 6 wickets for just 9 runs. 

In the first semi-final, 
defending champions, SBI 
frustrated UIIC Bank by a margin 
of 3‘5 runs And in the other 
semi-final, UCO Bank routed 
Central Bank by 32 runs. 

PabHra Kr. Defca 


National 

Cross-Countiy | 

Qiaii^omtiiiiis 

I { 

IViHE 25th National i 

X Cross-Country Championships 
were held at the Sports Hostel, 
Lucknow. 

Though there was a large turn 
out. unfortunately, the 
championship was j ust a road race 
which served as a selection meet 
for the World and Asian 
Cross-Country Championships. 

The first race to be flagged off 
was the men’s 12 km race. Much 



was expected of the 9 member 
Services team before the race 
especially after a tremendous 
performance at the last meet at 
Pune. K.M. Suresh of Railways set 
a hot pace for the first 9 kms, but 
faded to fifth place at the finish. 
Shivkumar Shreshta of the 
Services, more renowned for his 
accomplishments at the 
marathon, won the race in style 
followed by Shiv Kumar Yadav of 
the Railways. Abhay Singh of the 
Services was a creditable third. 
The following were the results : 
Men—12 Kms (I) Shiv Kumar 
Shreshta (Services) (II) Shiv 
Kumar Yadav (Railways) (III) 
Abhay Singh (Services) 

Team 

(Hhampionships—Services. 

Women—-4 Kms (I) Nanda 
Jadhav (Railways) (II) Poonam - 
Taneja (Railways) (III) Leelamma 
(Railways) 

Team 

Championships—Railways. 

SunU Abraham 


TRIVANDRUM 


niHE Delhi team exhibiting better 
Jl skill and technique won the 
overall championship in the 5th 
National Taekwondo 
Championship held here recently. 

The brilliant performance of the 
women's team enabled Kerala to 
finish second while Haryana took 
the third spot. 

Chandrakant Arora of Madhya 
Pradesh was adjudged the best 
fighter. About 500 fighters from 
19 states and union territories 
participated in 48 categories. 

On-the opening day, a 
demonstration of the game was 
staged for the audience. 

Some important results: Men’s 
Seniors: 55 to 80 kg—Pushkaran 
(Kerala) bt Jagmohan Rao (AP); 
Men's Seniors: below 50 
kg—Sudeepta Chakraborty (West 
Bengal) bt Rajecv Chakraborthy 
(WB), Women’s Seniors:—R. 
Manjula. (Tamilnadu); Women’s 
Seniors A grade (Belt): Syamala 
(Tamilnadu): Women’s Seniors B 
Grade (Belt): Meera Pattu Bajan 




Action during the National 
Taekwondo Championships 

(Kerala). 

K. Pankajakshan, State Labour 
Minister, distributed the awards. 

Sajeev Kumar T.K. 



A PPACHEN and V.T. Anusuya 
won the men’s and women’s 
titles at the inaugural Karnataka 
state triathlon championship held 
here recently around the 
picturesque Ulsoor lake. 


Appachen timed 2 hours, 32.37 
minutes in the three events 
comprismg 1.5 km of swimming, 
40 km of cycling and 10 km of 
running. Anusuya timed 2 hours, 
38.30 minutes over the same 
distance. 

In the men’s team event, the 
Karnataka police trio of M.S. 
Bhushan Kumar, L.B. Mali and 
B.M. Sanjeeva clinched the first 
place with 2 hours. 3 minutes and 
13 seconds. In the women’s 
section Sarala N. Swamy, V T 
Anusuya and Nethravathi of the 
Railways emerged triumphant 
with a timing of 2:34:16. 



V.T. Anusuya: individual 
women’s triathlon champion 


K arnataka retained the title 
for the third time in the 6th 
South Zone Cricket league 
championship for the deaf. 
Andhra Pradesh emerged 
runner-up followed by Tamil 
Nadu. 

In the concluding match 
Karnataka beat Andhra Pradesh 
by 7 wickets. Karnataka scored 93 
for 3 in 23.4 overs, while AP 
scored 92 in 39 overs. 

Karnataka’s Jude Hubert, who 
scored 52 unbeaten runs in the 
final match, was adjudged the 
'best batsman’. Andhra Pradesh’s 
Hyder Hussain was declared the 
‘best bowler’ and P.R. Kumar of 
Karnataka the ‘man of the series’. 
Ralph F. Pstrao 




















S OUTH ZONE S emphatic 
victory in the Charminar 
challenge Vizzy Trophy cricket 
tournament underscored the 
resurgence the game is enjoying 
in the reg^ion. This, 
notwithstanding the failure of the 
senior zonal team to even enter the 
final of the Duleep Trophy this 
year. 

South Zone’s Vizzy Trophy win 
was in largfe measure due to their 
batsmen—Hajesh Kamath and 
Rashid Mohsin in the main. 
Kamath was in particularly good 



reply of 184 meant that West were 
to get exactly 300 to win. They • 
managed just 156 (MRF Pace 
Foundation trainee claiming four 
for 46), leaving South winners by 
143 runs. 

R. Sudarsansn 


State Awards | 

IITHE Sports Department of the 
A Bengal state government 
celebrated their sports day on 
February 22. The day belonged to 
sportsporsons. sports 
administrators and sports scribes 
as the state government honoured 
66 of them at a grand function at 
the Netaji Indoor Stadium 
Performances in 1989- 1 990 
were the basis for selection for 
those who were felicitated A 
citation of Rs 5,000 and a 
memento were given to each and 
every member of those felicitated. 
The state government thus dished 
out a grand sum of Rs 33.000. 

Among the sportspersons 
honoured by the state were 
Sambaran Banerjee, the captain of 
the 1990 Puinji Trophy winning 

Some of the award winners at 
the State Sports: (From left): 

Manoj Kotharl, Sumita Laha 
and Dibyendu Barua 


Rajesh Kamath: in good form for 
South Zone 

nick in South 2jone’s first match, 
against East Zone. He cracked a 
brilliant 103 (inclusive of 12 
fours) off 132 balls. He had scores 
of 33 and 53 in the final against 
West Zone. South's bowling 
honours went to left-arm spinner 
Srinidhi who bagged four for 46. 

Rashid Mohsin, like Rajesh 
Kamath a Bangalore-based college 
student was in sparkling form 
against West Zone in the final. His 
140 (with 18 fours and a glorious 
six) was largely instrumental in 
South reaching 411 in their first 
innings of the final. South earned 
a flr-st innings lead of 115 when 
West were bundled out for 296. 

On a crumbling I.T. Gymkhana 
(Benares Hindu University) 
wicket South’s second innings 


■ 4. ' 



Bengal team, tennis player 
Zeeshan Ali, Dibyendu Barua. 
India’s second chess grandmaster, 
Jyotsna Dutta, who won a medal 
in the Beijing Asian Games in 
women’s weightlifting, football 
coach from Darjeeling Wangden 
Lama, women powerlifter Sumita 
Laha and a host of others. 

The best sports scribe award, 
named after the late Mukul Dutta, 
was given to the editor of AajkaeU, 
a leading vernacular daily; Mr 
Ashok Dasgupta. Mr Dasgupta 
donated his entire citation amount 
to the president of the Calcutta 
Sports Journalists’ (!31ub for 
helping ex and needy journalists. 

There were many who followed 
Mr Dasgupta’s way. Mr Gopinath 
Ghosh and Mr Achintya Saha, two 
of the city’s well-known sports 
administrators donated their 
honorariums to the development 
of sports. 

SoumitraBose 


JHouiitaiiieaiiig 
k 


G URINDER Singh Grewal was 
adjudged the best civihan 
advanced-course student as the 
Ashoke Kumar Memorial Award 
was given to him in the annual 
awards function of the Par vat 
Abhiyatri Sangha, a day eagerly 
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awaited by the mountaineers. 
Grewal belonffs to the Nehru 
Institute of Mountaineering’, 
Uttarkhasi 

Naresh Kumar Ray was given 
the Nandaghunti award for being 
the second best after Clrewal. The 
best trainee of the Sanglia's 
annual rock climbing course went 
to Uopal Chakravarty who was 
conferred the Subhendu 
Mukherjee award. 

The chief guest of the day was 
the principal of the Himalayan 
Mountaineering Institute, 
Darjeeling, Colonel AjitDutta. In 
his speecli. Col. Dutta said that the 
standard of mountaineering was 
declining in the country and it 
needed a big boost to revive India’s 
golden mountaineering tradition. 
SoumHra Bose 


HYDERABAD 


Nizam Gold Ciqi 


J CT Mills, Phagwara. lifted the 
glittering Nizam Gold Cup 
defeating "Tata Football Academy. 
Jamshedpur, by a first half 
solitary goal at the Lai Bahadur 
Stadium Earlier, on two previous 


occasions, the cup had eluded 
them when they were beaten by 
Mahindra & Mahindra, Bombay 
and Mohd. Sporting, Calcutta. 
JCT without taking any chances 
went about their business right 
from the word go. 

Jasbir Singh, Narinder and 
Kashmira made forays, while 
Deepak Kumar, Walia and Harjeet 
guarded their post well in the 
absence of the injured Parminder 
Singh. 

It was in the 31 st minute that 
JCT scored the match winning 
goal, when Satish Kumar (Sr) sent 
an accurate floater, to Jeet Singh, 
who used his head to net the ball 
into the goal. 

From here onwards, JCT 
adopted the right plan against the 
TFA boys. Instead of slowing 
down the game, JCT began 
playing at a faster rate, putting 
pressure on the rival and this 
strategy held TFA on tenterhooks. 

But no further goals were 
scored and after an up and down 
match, JCT Mills emerged the 
champions. 

A Correspondcmt 

JCT Mills, Phagwara; the win¬ 
ners of the Nizam Gold Cup 

Memorial football tournament 


MEKRl r 


Gi^ar Hbl Mod ioitajf 


R arely in a domestic hockey 
tournament, have the trio of 
glamour teams, Indian Airlines, 
Bol der Security Force and Punjab 
Police succumbed in their opening 
match. It happened at the recent 
13th R.B. Gujar Mai Modi 
Memorial Gold Cup tournament at 
the Sports Stadium. Mtierut. 
Seeded direct to the 
quarter-finals, the trio were 
comprehensively beaten. 

National runners-up Indian 
Airlines were routed 0-4 by 
ultimate winners, Corps of 
Signals, Jalandhar. Their coach, 
Naik Sher Singh said, “This was 
our most satisfying victory ijs we 
have never beaten a top team like 
the lA by such a large margin " 
Punjab Police were trounced 0-3 
by Haryana State Electricty Board 
(HSEB). Holders in 1989 and 
1990, BSF lost to Army (White), a 
new team consisting of nine 
players from the Bihar 
Regimental Centre (Danapur). To 
add to the organisers woes, 1990 
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runners-up. ASC, Jalandhar lost 
in the tie-breaker 2-4 to ultimate 
finalists Northern Railway in the 
quarter-final. 

Punjab Police arrived on the 
morning of their match. With 
barely fours hours rest, they 
played and lost. lA bi-ought a 
second string side. None of their 
current internationals were 
available. They were so depleted 
that coach Ashok Kumar played 
as a second half substitute. Such a 
casual attitude is a discredit to the 
diligent organisers. Modis spend 
Rs 5 lakhs on this tournament 
and the teams are treated well. 

This is not to detract from 
Signal’s creditable victory. Their 
wingers Solomon Horo and 
Services player. Vijay Kujur are 
the fastest in the coimtry Kujur 
performed impressively in all the 
matches and scored a memorable 
goal in the final. The lA coach. 
Ashok Kumai- rightly said, “India 
has to find a new outside-left and 
Kujur should be given a chance." 
Kujur had I’epresented India at 



Corps of Signal, Jalandhar were 
the winners of the Gujar Mai 
Modi Hockey tournament 

the Indira Gandhi International 
tournament in 1990 at Lucknow 


On the basis of his performances 
at Meerut. Kujur will be called for 
the national camp at Delhi in 
March. 

Novy Kapadia 


ELECTED: Katrine Krabbe, 
to lead the first athletics 
team from united 
Germany in an 
international meet in 
Paris. 

CHANGED: The Davis Cup 
venue for the tie between 
France and Israel from 
Marseille to Rennes. It 
was postponed earlier 
owing to the Gulf war. 
WON: Basad Ali of 
Calcutta, the Western 
India Wills Open played 
in Bombay. 

RECORD SET: Katrine 
Krabbe as she became 
the first athlete from 
united Germany to win a 
medal in an 
international meet in 
Paris. 

ISSUEO: Notices by the 
Income Tax authorities 
to 39 footballers, to 
furnish their incomes 
and assets at the 
earUest. Involved in this 
connection is the 
Nigerian striker, 
Cheema Okerie. 


MILESTONES 


CONFIRMED: By 

Maradona that he was 
retiring from 
professional football. 
ELECTIONS: Of the Indian 
Olympic As.sociation to 
be held on April 28 on an 
order from the Supreme 
Court to settle the long 
standing feud in the 
apex body of sports in 
India. 

RETIRES: Former 
Australian captain. Kim 
Hughes from first class 
cricket. This 
announcement came 
soon after he was 
dropped from tht! Natal 
Province team in South 
Africa, where he was on 
a two year stint. 

ILL: Sir Richard Hadlee, 
from Wolff Parkinson 
White Syndrome that 
was responsible for the 
irregular beating of his 
heart. He requires open 


heart surgery, the other 
option being hooked on 
to theraupatic drugs for 
the rest of his life. 



Anatoly Karpov 


SHOCKED: Anatoly 
Karpov, by 

Viswanatlian Anand in 
the second round of the 
Linares International 
tournament. 


EQUALLED: The world j 

record of seven I 

dismissals in an innings | 

of a Test, set by Wasim ; 

Bai’i of Pakistan and Bob i 

Taylor of England, by j 

Ian Smith of New j 

Zealand against Sri j 

Lanka. i 

DEFEATED: Ben Johnson ; 

in his sixth comeback | 

race by Joel Issasi of i 

Cuba in the 60 metres, in 
an.international held in 
Karlsruhe in Germany. 
This was .Johnson’s 
third defeat 

WITHDRAWN; The case j 

filed by Binoj Trehan a 
member of the Delhi 
Cricket Association 
against the BCCI 

DOUBTFUL: The exhibition 
match between Borg and 
Connors at the Olympic 
Hall in London, in Apirl. 
Borg’s agent called it 
‘off while Connors’ 
agent said it might be 
‘possible’.. 


61 








QUIZ/CHESS/BRIDQE 


QUIZ 

QUESTIONS 

1. ‘Holmes’ is the middle name of a 
famous English Test cricketer of 
yesteryears. Who? 

2. Three members of the great 

1948 Australian side that toured 
England were to achieve the 
Test double of 1000 runs and 
100 wickets—Keith Miller, Ian 
Johnson and which other 
player? 

3. Which country was the first to 
defeat West indies in a 
Prudential Cup match? 

ANSWERS 

1. Frank Holmes Tyson. 

2. Ray Lindwall. 

3. India {at Old Trafford in 1983). 

CHESS 

Anand played superb chess to 
brush Dreev aside in their 
candidates match. It was a very 
combative encounter with five out 
of six games ending decisively. 

The first blow came from Anand 
who won the opening game. Even 
though Dreev produced the first 
surprise Anand reacted with some 
daz^ing knight maneuvers to 
gain a slight advantage. The clock 
then intervened and the Russian 
contender failed to maintain the 
balance in severe time trouble. 

White: Dreev Vs Black: Anand 
Game 1. Butterfly Candidates. 
Madras, ‘91. 

1 d4 NIB 2 04 e6 3 Ne3 Bb4 413 d6 513 
Bzo3+6 be3 efi 7 ed& Nxd5 8 de5 QaB 9 e4 
He? 10 Be3 0-011 Qb3 Qfi712 NbS eS 13 Ni2 
NeeOMNM. 

Dreev’s novelty. Both 14 Be2 
and 14 Rahi are normal. 

14—Be6 Qb57! The start of a series 
of unfortunate queen moves. 

White may have thought this 
would provoke some weakness but 
the lady is simply badly exposed 
here. 

U—Nd? 16 Bs2 Na617 0-0 BaeSI. The 
right rook even though this does 
not become apparent for another 
14 moves BUu3k is in no hurry to 
recover hie pawn, for he has a 
very comfortable position. 

18 Rlttl Bb319 Ild2T White should play 
the logical 19 Nb4: and complicate 


Black can’t really take the 
exchange by 1& Bxdl SO Rxdl 

Nxc5 21 Nd5.19-Be4 20 QM (see 

diagram). 

Here Anand found the excellent 
idea that won him the game in 
practical terms. Even though 
Dreev found the only reasonable 
reply he had less than a minute 
per move after his 21st. 

20-Nb8l! Now 21 Na6 wins 

against almost everything. 21 
Nxe5? Na6 22 Qa4 NxeS 23 Qb4 
Na6 24 Qa4 bS is an amusing 
variation 

:aBI>kllB622Qb2Bd323Bxd3Nxe524Bfl I 
M 26 04 NeO 26 Bbdl Nze4 27 Bxe4 Qxc4 28 
QeSQbSI . 

A subtle way to invade the seventh | 
rank. White is clearly inferior 
now. 

29 Rd3 Qa2 30 Qd5? Yet another 
unfortunate queen move and now 
white is lost. 30 Qal! may just 
have held on. 

30 Qe2 31 Qd6 8ed8; This wins while 

31 Rfd8?? 32 QxdS-i- would turn 
the tables. That is why black’s 

17th was so important. 

32 Qzd8 Nzd8 33 Bf2 Qa2. Forced to 
prevent the queen being trapped. 

34 Rxd8 Qza3 35 BgS he 36 It8d7 Bc8. 

White lost on time. CO-1) 

Devangahu Dstta 



BRIDGE 

In my last column I had presented 
a hand from the last Tolani 
Masters’ final where neither 
declarer fovmd the winning line 
but one of them nevertheless 
brought home his contract by 
managing to hoodwink his 
opponent. Another hand from the 
match was a lead problem:- 
The bidding needs some 
explanation. At both tables, 


Dealer Norri E-W vul. 

NORTH<diiininy) 
aAKoa 
C Q 9 7 5 
O J 

76 

WEST EAST 

a J 10 7 64 3 

,',8 64 3 2 

' AK109 32 C Q6 5 

493 4104 

SOUTH 
4952 
A K 
■ 8 7 4 
4AQJ52 

north south 

2,, 2NT 

34 

50 64 

Pass 

East-West were playing the most 
popular strong club system, 
PTwision. 'The two diamond 
opening showed a three-suited 
hand of 12-15 points, short in 
diamonds, 5-4-4-0 or 4-4-4-1 or 
5-4-3-1 with 4-4 or 4-3 in the 
majors and 4 or 5 clubs. South 
enquired with a relay of two 
no-trumps and North’s reply 
showed specifically a 4-4-4-1 hand 
with 14-15 points without 
counting a singleton king or 
queen or jack. After this ^uth 
could have bid six clubs right 
away but both Souths, more out of 
habit than anything else, made 
doubly sure that two aces weren’t 
out by using good old Black to 
reach the seemingly lay-down 
slam. 

With the West hand on lead, 
only an initial low diamond lead to 
East’s queen could set the slam (of 
course, once his queen holds East 
will surely wake up from usual 
slumber and be brilliant enough to 
return a spade). 

Is the lead clear-cut? After all, 
with every suit breaking badly the 
slam might go down anyway, so 
why take the risk of losing the 
diamond trick if partner is 
missing the cpieen? The key to the 
hand are the five Bmall 
heart s -— declarer’s side losers, 

if any, would surely evaporate on 
dummy’s hearts. That is why a 
low diamond stands out but would 
the Wests find it? Not to worry, 
both Wests, Jaggy Shivdasani for 
HCL and J.M. Shah for Topline, 
duly led a small diamond to 
scuttle the slam. Just another flat 
board! 


•2 





SMMITS HALL OF SHAM 


BYHASHAZULLO 





a3ACM OF-me UL»MslE«S*r/CF HAVJlWl 

RaorSALUTEAM, \d»vi\TED rt\s plawss vwnw a 

BURNVM& DEa«E TO WiN— HC HADTHEM WALK. 
BAfiEFCCT O/BRA \2-RWr-U>J&8EDC>F 
REP-WOTCOAUS/ ASOCSr^ *AESiCMTOM6yS 
i20-MAN SQUAP TOOKTVe F\RE WAUK >M 198S 
ASPAR^OFA9EM^^^ARO^iAV3nVA■n0^l SUT 
TWEV PlPN'r (&ET F\R£X> OP EhJDU&W. Ttfe TOAM 
F\Kll5«EP W\'m A ^-6-2 RECORP. 





THERE WAS PLeW OF HOT ACHON DOR\Hfe THE 
0C6TDNCEUTTCS-/M\LWAOKEE BijOS basket- 
0AU-&AME IM t988. UMHORTUhATELY RDR „ 
JOHfWY MOST-THE "VO\CE OFTHE CEUTiCS”- 
M06H OF \r UAPPENiED ALONifo THE StceuHES 
whew HOTASHESPaow H\S£:(6AREnE FEU. 
AWP-SET HIS PAKPrS OW PRE' 


RaFEREE&EMEEhMmiWASABiSSHCTr tW 
HIS 1971 hiR, PEBOr ASAUWESMAM. fTWAS 
HlS .JOSTO FIRE A BUAMK PISRX AT THEEHD 
OPEAS-HPERiOp. eETORETHESAME.eCME 
CABEFOU-Y POTTHE IjOADEP 6UK IN W\S 
POCKET. BUrv^WENHEWtlHPREWHVS 
HAWC? HEA£6\PEVlTAUYPUL.lEPTHE'rR\6&eR 
AMP HUVV5EIF »«W THE BUTT/ 






T , \ 


AT the 1973 SEA PIKES HERtT46E(?lASaiO, P«» 
0OIFBZ IRWIN A6RECP TO A SU\6Hr<£UAK&E' 

IN THE RUL.es WHCN H\S ERRANT PRIME WCXAIP 
UP iNSDETT^EBRAoFASURS^SED SPECTATOR. 
THE RED'F5ACED wW^SAlpTHESAU.SnR^iK 
HER VNTHErWESTBEFOf^ FlOPpiNfi- ^NSlPE 
HER UNCS^ARVENT. the COURSE ROE 




63 














Proportion 
Yourself 
To Look 
Good 


- 'V '** ' 


H ow many of you 
fire happy willi 
ttae way you look'’ 
If you ar-e, you , 
shotildn't lie.reading. 
this. Ju.st count yottr ■ 
lucky slara and strut. If 
you aren't you're in jg-ood 
compariy. Cos most of'us 
wouldiike some 
alteration's made to, our 
looks, El ther : we're too . 
tMn. Or too fat; Tog tall. 
Or too thin. Too top 
heavy. Orx'urspd with 

tfee'tmhk ie^®', ’ ' 

Fat can be handled. 
’Well. most of the time . 
anyway. Just put , 
yourself on a tough'’ .. 
cardiovascular routine 
and you're boundto los.s 
some of it. Thin,, too., 
can be hanclled. Just 
pack in the high-cal food 
while doing some 
bulk-building exercise 
a.nd you're .sure to bulk 
up. Not too much we ceui 
do about th.e tall and 
thin bit though 
As for the 

disproportionate look, ii 
,)ust might txi you to 
blame if you’ve t.ieeti 
Ixun witli a noticalily 
lopsided build, there’s 






1.t 11 i I iL’ 111u; t^ -. i 111 'Ml, 

(1;. hill I I'x H I I 1 ir 11 'I ■: 11 
,11, 11 u i( 1 1 as I n isia'i ill ■ (in 
t li'‘ .h.imi haiid , It ju.'-ii. 

[ 111 ;, I il ’.'I ■ \'i ul v\ ) in sill 
1 j),I;I ir I 1 KI I I'i iml 1 
mil liusi;isiu whih 
.‘xni'i is’mi-' (t cnilaiii |ki rt 
oT I lie- body can U'avr' vui 
lookinf.^ lion'ibl>- 
lop.sidnd SpiMKl too 
tmmh liino doinp ciifls 
and you rai p'oino to havi- 
inuKcnlai' nraiis 
luinp’inja oira liony 
IVainm The suinn apitlins ■ 
Vo nxctissive ,squall inp' of 
hia'huutensiVy L'yclinj^s 
Do that, and you'll liavti 
inoii.stei' legs blendinu 
into an underdevolopod 
upper body. 

Not only dotes this type 
uf imbalanced training 
make you look funy it 
could even lead to 
injuries as the 
underdeveloped 
parte might 
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you 1 1; 1 Ilk dials bad . 
t lillik I ■!' d lO |i ipsii 1' :d 
look sou I'o y oi I ip I o 
havo lo sport 
linanilm g' uiig 
d 1 I'OUg 1 1 d lo I I 'Sl I ,il nil 
!i!o V, it 11 .1 bugo bai fol 

I bosi ,iiig luaii h simk 

l.a.'s 1 ir Jiisl (t \'ol' i|ii:io 
yi 111 1 s »; I M nils 1 1 I 
n lOusUu' I iropo; I f a IS 
'A Ink' Il so i I ig \s IS 1 

timop- auu t : i-'opr 

vri t I ti M'l'd s, 1 ill iji 1 s • 






Pressure 


FROM TEE TO GREEN 


Tour grip pressorw^ 

Vt ADDRESS 
V&HOULOBEAS 
\UOHTASPObSIBL£\N 
XlFYOUHOLOON \ 
\T00 TIGHTLY .THE \ 
\TENSI0NINY0UR 1 
'tij. XHANDSWia ' 
SPREAD TO YOUR 

» II^forearhsano 

* SMOULDERS,. 


/FROM SUCH A 
V- /TlCHT'POSiriON 
/A SMOOTH 

/rakeaway 

/BECOMES ALMOST 
OHPOSSIBLE.SO 


mm 

I(M 1 


Cut out Tension 


T \ 

-N EV\ 

\sA 


IMPOSSIBLE 10 

Take thecujis 

AWAY FROM THE 
BALL AT A 
COHSI5TENT 

PACE IF rut 

GRIPISTOOTIGKT 



..Unnlclssaky pressure 

TRANSMITS TENSION FROM 
1 —MMMI. the hands to mm 

^ FOREARMS I / 

AND USUALLY 1/ 

K 

==tX TAKEAWAY.. I ) 






MS 


EXPERIMENT TO SEE 
“aS how lightly TOUCAN 
CRIP WHILE STILL 
MAINTAINING YOUP HOLD 
ON THE CLUB FROM 
ADDRESS TO TOP OF 
THE BACK5WING.. 


LMLMMWLUii 


Figure of Eight Test 


III 


How TIuHTLY 
SHOULD TOO HOLD 
TOUR CLUB 7 the 
ANSWER IS SIMPLE , 


I HOLD ON JUST ENOUGH 50THAT NO 
TENSION CREEPS FROM MY HANDS 
into my WRISTS. 


HOLD A CLUB UP IN FRONT OF YOU AND 
MAKE A FIGUREOFEIGHT. IF YOU CAN DO 
THAT SMOOTWLY, YOUR WRIST AND HANDS 
ARE NICELY RELAXED, READY TO BEGIN 
THE SWING. 















niHE case of missing lunpries has 
A always been a common 
occtirrence in local league 
matches. Nowadays the fever is 
slowly but sur^y spreading to the 
Ranji level too. Cricket umpiring 
has become a very cheap job these 
days with umpires elevated to 
Ranji levels without even the 
conventional written test. In tiact. 
Ranji cricketers with an 
appearance record of 30 or more 
match^ are given preference over 
professional iimpires. Umpiring 
is a job that demands both interest 
and application. In England the 
job is taken very seriously by the 
umpires as it’s the source of bread 
and butter for them. In India 
mnpiring has always been a 
secondary job as the umpires 
always have a secured job and 
hence do not take lunpiring too 
seriously. 

Delhi had to move out of the 
Ranji tie on account of the absence 
of the umpires. Things cannot be 
allowed to carry on this way for 
long. The BCCl would do well to 
pay a little more attention when 
they appoint umpires for first 
class matches. 

C.K. SUBRAMANIAM, 

Madras. 


What’s giDiiig an? 


I AM a regular reader of 

Sportsworld. Do we change the 
name to Filmworld? Instead of 
bestowing the images of those 
filmstars, in the issue dated 6—12 



power. 

Mike Tyson and Oeorge 
Foreman are too powerful for the 
other modem heavyweights. It 
will be an achievement 
for Holsdleld if he wins against 
lyaon and Foreman. 

When Ali was in Calcutta 
recently I asked him the question. 
If Ali had fought lyson in his 
prime, who would have won?’Ali 
smiled and replied. "He wins 
whom Allah favours”. From the 
days of The Greatest’, it was Ali 
The humble’. His greatness made 
me smile, his humbleness made 
me think- 
FARHATKHAN, 

Calcutta. 




Feb, you could have provided rare 
pictures of few of the eminent and 
valiant sports personalities. 
Maybe you could have given us 
pictures of Azharuddin. Sergio 
Ooychochea, or maybe even 
Gabriels Sabatini. 

There are many magazines in 
our country to propogate the 
reputation of film stars. 
Sportsworld is the only magazine 
which exposes superbly and 
vividly the sports personas. Please 
continue to concentrate on sports. 

I would always prefer to utter 
“Mera Sportsworld Mahaan.” 
SHABNAM THAKURIA 
Dhubri. 


I WANT to draw your attention to 
the issue dated 6—12 Feb. ‘91. 
that had Pooja Bedi on the cover. 
From the commercial point of 
view I agree that it is necessary 
for every magazine to cater to 
public taste. But being a regular 
reader of the magazine ever since 
its inception, what hurts me is the 
particular aspect of our taste that 
was given ‘a tickle’ by those 
pictures. 

Sportsworld is and should remain 
exclusively a sports magazine. 
ABHUTTKUNDU. 

Hoogly. 


NumeroUno 


Wliatacluui|{!B 


fRHE heavyweight crown of 
1 boxing travelled a long way in 
the year 1990. It went fhsm Tyson 
to Douglas and then to Holyfield. 

It was a long journey for Holyfield 
who was disqualified in the 1984 
Olympics. But the question that 
remains to be answered is whether 
he can survive in this age of raw 


A T long last Boris Becker has 
Areached the pinnacle that he 
had been craving to attain.. .the 
number one spot. This proves 
Becker to be the greatest 
champion of the nineties and 
further gives credence to him 
being an all court player. Boris is 
a well mannered player, who loves 
and repeats the game. 
S.SURESH, 

Madurai. 
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of backaches are the 
result of man abusing 
that vulnerable part of 
the body 

A vast majority of 
back problems are the 
result of weak and 
mushy abdominals. So 
the next time someone 
tells you that your abs 
are not firm enough, do 
something about it. 'cos 
then you're gonna save 
yourself a lot of agony 
Every time you 'fi-eak 
out’ at the dinner table 
remember that the 
excess weight you are 


h, if it wasn't 
y ^ I ■ for my back.” 

I I Does this line 

*-figure often 

in your day? Has 
backaches been the 
reason for your not 
doing that ‘extra* bit at 
home and work? 
Backache is one of the 
most common ailments 
that afflict the modern 
man, in his quest to 
better his standard of 
living. It all started the 
day when man finally 
decided to use just two of 
his limbs to elevate 
himself from the rest of 
creation. 

Most back ailments 
are the results of undue 
stress being placed on 
the spine. Consider 
these facts. Your spine 
has U) support about 
half the weight of your 
body It also houses 
many intricate nerves 
that control important 
body functions. Theories 
of back pain are as 
complex as the back 
itself, but the fact 
remains that 90 per cent 








going to put around the 
midsection is sure going 
to place a lot of stress on 
the spine. 

Weak abs do not 
relieve the situation and 
you have a spine that is 
working overtime to 
keep. If the abs are firm, 
they help m 
maintaining a correct 
posture that goes a long 
way in keeping off these 
pains. On the other hand 
abs that are mushy lead 
to an incorrect posture 
which is responsible for 
the evil. 

Here are a few othei* 
causes of lower back 
d ysfunction. 

Herniated Disc: An 

extremely painful 
situation where the disc 
gives way and the 
nucleus cxjzes out to 
strike a nerve The pain 
travels slowly down the 
back of one or both legs. 
This condition is often 
referred to as a slipped 
disc’ 


Degenerative 
Conditions: wc.iike 

all living creatures, are 
subject to the process of 
aging. It is degenerative 
because the rate at 
which the bones break 
down exceeds the rate of 


bone growth renewal. 
As you get older your 
spine has less 
lubrication, the muscles 
weaken, and the 
ligaments stretch out of 
shape. The best defence 
against this is building 
strong and conditioned 
muscles^^^ 

Damaged Facet 
Joints: The job of the 
facet joints are to 
connect the vertebrae. 
Worn ligaments, and 
weak muscles lorce the 
facet joints to bear more 
weight This excess 
weight push the facets 
togethei', leading to 
nerve irritation and 
a cute pain. 

Strained Muscles: 

Muscles are composed of 
blood vessels and nerves 
that cannot take much 
irritation. If a muscle 
tears it results in severe 
spasms. Treat tight and 
torn muscles with 
massage, bod rest, light 
exercise and gentle 
stretching. 

Now that you know 
the c-ommon causes of 
backaches, why live 
with it when the cure is 
only a walk away - the 
gym? By gelling those 
abs—and batik- -into top 


shape you can prevent a 
majority of aches and 
pains 

Once you reach the 
gym. go in for slow half 
abdominal crunches and 
upper back extension 
movements. An 
extension movement is 
performed by lying on 
your stomach and 
lifting your upper body 
Keeping your back flat, 
your head and chest 
down, and your chin 
against your chest, raise 
your upper body slowly 
about an inch or two. 
hold for a couple of 
seconds and then lower 
youself down Proceed to 
j tfo this 25 times for 
starters. 

Posture and body 
mechanics also play an 
important role in 
preventing those aches 
and pains. Pay a little 
attention to all that you 
have been doing for 
years, so much so that 
now these actions are 
I controlled by the 
subconscious part of 
your brain. We are 
talking of actions like 
walking standing, 
sitting-notice the way 
you are slumped on that 
chair of yours?— and try 
to fjerfect them because 
it eventually leads to a 


loss of muscle tone in 
the abdomen and the 
lower back. Both 
hunching over and 
leaning forward are 
wonderful ways to 
mutilate that back of 
yours. 

If you work slumped 
over your desk, gel up 
every half an hour oi‘ so. 
walk around and once in 
a while stretch that body 
of yours It won't take 
you long to feel the 
difference. When you 
are driving, remember 
to bring the seat as close 
as fxjssible The further 
the seat, the greater is 
the curvature of the 
spine and so is the stress 
placed on the spine If 
your.)ob requires you to 
stand for long pei-iods of 
time, keep a low shxil 
ready so that onc e in a 
while you can elevate 
one leg of yours This 
way you are in a 
posterior pelvic tilt 
position, and this puts 
less strain on the spine 
Also learn to lift 
objects properly When 
you are lifting 
something you are 
putting a lot of pressure 
on your spine So the 
next time you get up to 
lift soniething tighten 
your abs and back 
muscles. Keep your hips 
tucked and your back as 
flat as possible Bend 
your knees and use the 
powerful muscles in 
your hips and thighs 
Never lift cumbersome 
objects from odd angles. 
Also avoid lifting with 
jerky motions, and 
transfer the weight 
slowly on execution of 
the lift. You are surely 
inviting disaster if you 
lift with ,your knees 
Icx'ked. 

Remember, don't take 
that back of yours for 
granted. Treat it right 
and it will keep you 
straight and going. • 


BACKUP 

THE 


SYSTEM 



C ONTINUING with 
the katH we started 
serialising last 
week, stay in 
kokiitsii cinolii while 
pullingr your left hand 
into you r side at waist 
level Then, move your 
left log out slightly and 
tlirov/ a jun tsukj or side 
punch with the left hand 
while looking sideways 
along the arm Now, 
swivel both feet so that 


KARATE 


THE POWER OF THE EMPTY HAND 



you are facing the 
opposite direction and 
go through the same 
sequence of motions 
performed on the left 
side (explained last 
week) and complete it 
with a right jun-fsulci. 

(To be continued) 

By Shlva)t Qangiity 
Kyokuahinlurilian karat* 

i PHOTOCJRAPMS RAMAN SH^LA 


Pull the left hand into tha waist In kokutaudBchl Move the left tog out allflhtly and partorm a left punch 
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Swivel both feet and turn 180° and repeal sequence 
of arm movements 
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Wear a Power cricket shoe 
and have the world 
at your feet. 

( Well, all rights the West Indies, 
England,Australia and Pakistan.) 


If you are facing the fury of Marshall, Fraser, Alderman 
\or Imran, you have to he sufficiently prepared. 

Which may explain why Ravi Shastri wears only Power 
cricket shoes in international cricket. 

I ‘ "It ’s comfortable. It s lightweight. It's flexible, ’ ’ says 
Shastri. ""And iFs designed to protect against injury while 
stealing a quick single.' ’ 

Which means a shoe that is made of soft, supple leather. 
With a sole that isn V stiff — it bends. And which has extra 
cushioning to protect the heel and the Achilles' tendon. 

Add to this a perforated "upper'for breathability and 
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The professional cricket shoe. 
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SPOTLIOHT 


W HERE’S 

pat™. 

WHITB¬ 

READ. 

and 

What is she doing 
nowadays? It’s a cruel 
world and as long as sIm 
was gobbling up world 
records, the sporting 
public knew her and 
loved her. ’Britain’s own 
child’, the banners could 
well have read, except 
that she was not of 
British origin. But that 
didn’t matter one 
bit—success counted, 
being an import was 
irrelevant. 

Then enter Tessa 
Sanderson another 
import, and Whitbread 
had company. The fight 
for the women’s javelin 
top spot had begun—in 
the field and out of it. 
After an initial burst of 
resistance which 
flickered till Seoul ’88, 
in^tbread dropped out 
of the circuit with a 
silver medal and an 
aggravated shoulder 
ihjury. A lesser 
competitpr would have 
perhaps given up the 
ghost when a second 
shoulder 

operation—following a 
partially successful first 
one—appeared finally to 
have ended a glorious 
chapter'in world q»rt. 


Add to that a couple of 
barbs by a fellow 
competitor: read Miss 
Sanderson, and 
Whitbread realised that 
she forgot to carry along 
her oxygen tank when 
she plunged into the 
depths of 
despair...result, 
asphyxiation! 

Sanderson accused 
Whitbread of coaching 
an A\issie prior to the 
Commonwealth Games. 
It would have seemed 
okay by anybody’s 
standards. But if you’re 
a Brit and ooachiixg an 
Aussie! No way Jose. 

Despair. That’s the 
word that goaded 
Whitbread into making 
a comeback. It has been 
three years Biiu» that 
silver in Seoul—an 
eternity in sport—but 
her resolve to claw her 
way back to the top has 
only briefly been in 
question. 

Whitbread admitted: 
“At times I hit rock 
bottom when I thought 
my career was over. I 
love the sport. If I never 
throw the javelin 
competitively again, it 
will be a sad day because 
it has been part of my 
life since 1 left school. 

‘1 try not to think like 
that and push on 
thinking there is still a 
silver lining ahead." But 


A lesser competitor would have 
perhaps given up the ghost when a 
second shoulder operation 
appeared finally to have ended a 
glorious chapter in world sport. 
Add to that a couple of barbs by a 
fellow competitor: read Miss 
Sanderson, and Whitbread realised 
that she forgot to carry along her 
oxygen tank when she plunged into 
the depths of despair...result, 
asphyxiation! 


this medically enforced 
break from athletids has 
griven the female version 
of Thor a different 
perspective to sport. 

“For so long I was 
blinkered to anything 
outside athletkw after 14 

And there’s nothing 
better than golfing 
around if 

you want to have a 
swinging time 
















WhitbfMNi’t ready for the hunt and ^ migtit 
}u8t ba making har laat kill 


Fatmiia Whitbread’s 

BACK 

IN 




HUNT 


jeareaaaednior 
i aternational. ” This 
r hangs has allowed her 
to derak^ an interest for 
> nothing sporty, but 
c utside the athletic 
lirole. “Haying other 
f ports has made me 
alaxed and xxuxre 
onfldsnt. Now I realise 


there is more to life than 
just athletics, and I ' 
know a time will omne 
when I will have to go 
out into the real world.” 
The truth is, that she’s 
already taken a few 
faltering steps towards 
reality. 

“In fact, Tve already' 


started working on 
behalf of some athletes 
in the marketing, 
advertising and 
promotional fields, and 
this has played an 
important part in coping 
with not competing. ” 

Whitbread now plays 
squash, golf and swims 
a little. She views it as a 
way of getting ready for 
the of reckoning. 
Before the titjury forced 
her out, she played the 
odd game of squash, but 
now she lines up the 
males—several of them 
county standard—to 
play agai338t her. She 
took up golf siz months ; 
ago. “The g^>lf swing 
and squash are not far 
removed from throwing 
the javelin,” she 
admitted. Her fitness 


rate has now crept up to 
around 80 percent and 
fortunately for her 
javelin throwers can go 
on till their mid-thirt^. 

“I won’t know whether 
I can defend my world 
title in Tcdiyo until 
mid-summer. 1 plan to 
take part in some small, 
low-key meets, 
hopefully alongside 
some of the top men.” 

She explains. But 
nothh% less than the 
thought of returning 
mdiilarates her. To 
compete amom; the best 
and if sheer 
determinatian and ^ 
willpower form part of 
this exciting package, 
then She’ll be there at 
Tokyo and throwing her , 
brains out. 

COURfESV: A3U FEATURES 
PHOTOORAPHS: ASM FEATURES 


Alitttebtt of squash helpa get Fsttma’slnlursd 
arm into shape 
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At the 

National Housing Bank, 
we understand the diversity 
called India. 

We appreciate that 
different people have 
different needs. Different 
limitations. And different 
capabilities. 

And yet, we are working to 
help each one of them. 

Striving to help them 
realize a once-in-a-lifetime 
dream. 

A dream of a house of their 
own. 

An inciting challenge 

NHB was thus bom of a 
commitment to the housing 
needs of an entire nation. 
Two years ago. 

As a wholly owned 
.subsidiary of the Reserve 
liank of India. 

An ajx'x iastitution to 
promote, strengthen and 
support ilie country’s housing 
finance .system. 

Working ttTwards the g()al 
of “Shelter For All”. With the 
motto “Small Man First”. 

The task IxT'ore us is truly 
stupendtius. 

Wfuit witli a coIos.sal 
shortage of housing. Sairce 
buildable land. Fscalating 
consuxHtion costs. And 
housing becoming 
increasingly unafforcbble for 


a lai^ segment of our 
population. 

Making shelter possible cm 
this scale is a daunting 
challenge. 

But for NHB’s band of 

dedicated professicmals— - , t tt <1 

drawn from varitxis our bi^est challenge n 

disciplines — it Is the life-force __ 1 

of their 



A dedicated commitment 

NHB’s flagship programme 
— the unique Home Loan 
Account Scheme — is a 
reflection of that commitment. 

A scheme that makes 
owning a house a possibility 
for every Indian. 

But NHB is also promoting 
the cause of housing in cTther 
ways. 

By refinancing loans to 
individuals thniugh banks, 
housing finance companies 
and cxyiimrative institutions. 

Facilitating project loans for 
land devekpment to public 
agencies, professional 
developers and ax>peratives. 

Supporting rental housing 
projects. 

Assisting building material 
industries. 

In faa, NHB has already 
disbursed over Rs. 300 
crores. To help provide 
shelter to over one lakh 
twenty thousand families. 

Our sights are set even 
higher in the years to come. 

On the long journey ahead 
dial we are determined to 
complete. 



Housing for millions.We’re making it happen 




) provide what people can smilingly afford. 




NATIONAL 
HOUSING BANK 


(Wholly owned by the Reseivc Bank of India) 

Hmduslan Times House, 6lh Flow, Kaslurba Gandhi Marg, New Delhi 110 001 
Bombay Lite Bwldsig, 3rd Floor, 45 Veer Nariman Road, Fori, Bw^y 400 023 









SYNDROME 










1m next time 
you (sarvel at a 
slim Chinese 
girf pirouetting 




gymnastic 
apparatus, 
remember this 
visual of a 
chilli 








A chipped slab of concrete and 
a few bricks are enough for the 
grooming of future world table 
tennis champions. And, judging 
by the number of kids waiting 
their turn, the Chinese 
domination of this sport is 
going to continue for some 
years more 
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I GNORANCE they say 
is bliss. But ignorance 
can also be quite 
annoying. Take the case 
of my wife. The other 
day she rang up saying 
that some of her col¬ 
leagues wanted to know 
how many goals Calcut¬ 
ta had won by. The in¬ 
formation she actually 
wanted was how Bengal 
had fared on the last day 
of their Ranji Trophy 
quarter-final ag9.inst 
Karnataka. Now try 
explaining to someone 
like that how Bengal 
won thanks to the 'quo¬ 
tient rule’ even though 
they had scored less 
runs and lost more wick¬ 
ets than their oppo¬ 
nents. 

Which reminds me of 
last weekend, when she 
condescended to sit and 
watch BBC’s hour long 
programme on the 
‘Sports personality of 
the year (1990) award.’ 
She liked the accompan- 



ing music she claimed. 
Bet you, she was waiting 
for a glance at Gary 
Lineker’s legs. 

But what foxed her 
was how Paul Gascoigne 
was named the personal¬ 
ity of the year. “What 
did he win?” was her 
question. 

"Oh, his team finished 
fourth in the World Cup 
and he did very well in 
the tournament,” I man¬ 
aged. 

“But he didn’t win any¬ 
thing!” she insisted. 

“His team won the 
fairplay trophy in Italy 
and he won the hearts of 
many people.” I tried. 


“But how can he be the 
person of the year if he 
hasn’t won anything at 
all?” she persisted. 

Which got me think¬ 
ing. True. The Yanks 
love winners.. .as long as 
they are winning. But 
the Brits; oh boy, they 
just love losers. How else 
can you explain the mas- 
sive media-hype for 
Eddie Edwards the skier 
who’s only claim to fame 
was fear. At the last Win¬ 
ter Olympics he claimed 
he was scared to death 
everytime he stocxi at the 
edge of the ski jump. 
The Brits thought it was 
the greatest thing on 


Linford Christie in disguise in Iceland in case he i s recognised as 
the man who always finishes second 





earth; admitting his fear 
and yet doing it. 

Or Frank Bruno. The 
gentle giant who hung 
around for five rounds 
against Mike Tyson and 
walked away a mil¬ 
lionaire demi-Ckxl. 

Or Linford Christie. 
The sprinter who has 
more second place 
finishes than the Beatles 
had hit records. 

He is hailed and hero- 
worshipped in Britain as 
the fastest man...in 
Europe and the Com¬ 
monwealth. Ha, big 
deal. I bet you couldn’t 
even name three world 
class European sprin¬ 
ters. So, every time Lin¬ 
ford goes up against 
world class opposition I 
you can bet your pants 
that he’ll finish second. 
That seems to be his des¬ 
tiny. Why, at the Seoul 
Olympics although he 
finished third in the 
lOOra he was awarded 
the silver medal after 
Ben Johnson was dis¬ 
qualified. And Linford 
mind you,is so cheesed 
off with coming second 
that the other day when 
American sprinter 
Leroy Burrell beat him 
for the sixth successive 
time, Christie was so 
humiliated by Burrell 
looking back at him that 
he threatened to kill the 
American. Burrell was 
unperturbed. Cos' it 
wasn’t the first time a 
bad loser, was threaten¬ 
ing to kill him. 

Second again, Lin¬ 
ford! 

However, rumour has 
it that Christie’s death- 
threat’ has elevated him 
to even greater star- 
status in Britain. And if 
my wife wants to know 
why. I’ve got my answer 
ready. At least one En¬ 
glishman’s got the guts 
to take revenge for Sal¬ 
man Rushdie. 

Amiy O’Brim 
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FOUR CONTEMPORARY 
BATSMEN PUT 


SUNIL G AVASKAR’S RUN 
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VUi rodiols are not 

IMten you want the 
best rodial tyre for your 
car, find out what's under 
the tread. Steel. Or 
ordinary textile fabric. 

Or fibreglass. 

, Aibric or fibreglass 
can never match the 
efficacy of steel. Only 
steel belted radiols 
enhance the 


performonce of your cof. 
By way of increased fgri 
efficiency/more mileage 
ond belter rood grip on 
any and every kind of 
rood. 

Ihot's why 97% of the 
world rickte on steel 
belted radiols. 

So give your oar the 
advantage of steel. Feel 
the unmcrtched power 
and safety of steel radiols 


while brokii^, 
cornering and ctrlwng, 
even on wet roods. 

switch tothe 
worid«class steel radial. 
Oily from JK. 

It's file Real Radiol. 


Write le to toeersesie . 
abeet 4m Real RseBal 10 
lAt. S.V. S riw ivae aw , 
RoiMalCtiib, 

JXIndustries Udf i:; 

S/tahadursholi 

New DeRil 110002 


THE REAL 
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iwtf my Mr 


but rm going 
Ms «MMNNi1n ttw moat 
MaMw way 1 hmm goM lirtQa 
^ipiaon m raoant yaara. It waa an 
» i f iBff W nD iP conunmiiwif 10 coi t W 
InmHc. evaryonathougM I waa 
n wa aln ottiera around, but I can 
tad you that anyone whoknowa 
ma, knaw that I waa totting ttw 
tfUttl.” 

NIGEL MANSELL, after he 
rafokied WilUams from Ferrari. 


*4 feel at timea I can control it 
better than others but I am not 
going to make any excuses and 
rationalise It. I can’t think of 
anything positive coming out of 
my behaviour. It’s like smoking 
cl^rettes and you can’t stop.” 
JOHN McENROE, on the 
emotional tirades that have made 
him the bad boy in tennis of the 
decade. 

“The other advantage England 
have got when Phil Tufneil Is 
bowling Is that he Isn’t fielding.” 

IAN CHAPPELL makes a tongue in 
cheek review of Phil Tufnell’s 
fielding capabilitias. 




“You fall into a black hole, and I 
was afraid of that hole. It’s 
horrible. That deep valley after 
the euphoria, that self 
destructiveness almost made 
me prefer staying at No. 2, to 
having to go through all of that 
again.” 

BORIS BECKER, in an interview 
on his emotional letdown after his 
oncourt triumph. 


“It Is deflnlti^ herder to stay at 
the top than to riiaeh IL ily 
contract wlthhitar has anottoN’ 
haoandahadyomtttorun.' 
Bairbig ta^uryt I MM atWlai 
playing whan I aih M or M. Ibah 
llntandtosliqflhfoafbMao« ; 
tnl i rtta o o ut a w d a dyi aar,Maoa 


f*made of auoPiMi. hiiMakneivn 
hkihJturftpMw:' 
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1 f|*‘lziiaybe40.butl 
I Udontgivea 
damn**. For Sjrad 
Klrmani, orloket over 
the yearn has been a 
deeply peraonal matter. 
And now after 
remarkable auooeea in 
the Rax^i *rropliy, he is 
(mee again baok in the 
reckoning. In an 
enduslve interview 
Kirmani talks about his 
anguish and aspirations 


Ail The stars of 
U Hollywood tato to 
the tennis courts...the 
ifuest for fitness being 
almost as important as 
the love of competition. 


70 Life ain't no 
■ Csspeotator sport. 
Sports does not only 
mean that you pit your 
skills against 

others.sometimes 

nature is an opponent. 
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In their pursuit of 
perfection, ewlmmere 
now are shaving their 
heads and wearing 
zero-resistance swim 
suits which, according to 
them, hel|M them move 


3 Voices 

6 Photofeature: Edberg and Lendl 
48 Fitness 
Sfl Private Eye 
#2 Freewheeiing 
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SYEO KiRMANi 


■ ■ ■ 


I MAY BE 40, BUT 




There are few 
talented peeple 
en earth whe can 
recencile easily 
te the tragedy of 
not having lived 
up to their fullest 
potential. 
Especially those 
who are 
convinced their 




possihilities were 
disrupted in 
midpassage not 
by their own 
incompetence, 
but iniustice, the 
legacy of which 
never ceases to 
hurt... 
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DON’T GIVE A DAMN 


L ike most other people he 
too is so gently nostalgic, 
when memory takes him 
back to his past moihents 
of glory. 

But then, as he thinks of 
his past, almost begins to relish 
the images of lost splendour, 
his thinly bearded jaw suddenly 
stiffens, the nostrils flare, the 
eyes light up with simmering, 
suppressed anger, as his listener 
shares with him a surging gusto- 
of combat. Challenge. 

Frustration. 

There are few talented people on 
earth who can reconcile easily to 
the tragedy of not having lived up 
to their fullest potential. 
Especially those who are 
convinced that their thriving 
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Am npiC to malcef A 

oom^iaakf It ^Ivmldxlpt master 
Ua person i8 40. If 
fHaaiiaBoanxifivm. takiasr 
9/iok^<» keeping wU. be 
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careers, their enormous 
possibilities, were disrupted in 
midpassage not by their own 
incompetence but irgustice, the 
legacy of which never ceases to 
hurt. 

And tragically, in the case of 
Syed Mujtaba Hussain 
Kirmani, never before did the pain 
strike more fiercely than it has 
now. after the remarkable success 
that he has shown in the recent 
Ranji Trophy. “Well, it does hurt 
to realise that there remained a 
long way ahead of me. which I 
could not traverse for no fault of 
mine. As far as my cricket is 
concerned, a whole range of 
possibilities remained unfulfilled 
even though I continued to be just 
as loyal to my cricket and just as 
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KAPIL DEV: 
Kixmaaiia 
playing very 
well. On the 
bamae^h^ 
pertiumanoee 
iieebould beeeleotedfor the 
tour to Australia. I have beard 
and read thatbeiake^jiagaad 
batting well stud with good 
oonaiatency. He wae amoag the 
top ’keepere of tbe world, so he 
oould makeaoomebaok. Age 
should not be oamddered, if a, 
player ia/It and ia in tbrm. 


effective in my performance as 
ever before. And yet my cricketiniT 
life now faces a rather sad 
epilogue which it did not deserve." 

It is evident that cricket to Syed 
Kirmani has always been a deeply 
personal matter, which he always 
cared for so intimately, as the 
game in its turn came to evoke in 
him a variety of emotions. To him 
cricket over the years has become 
duty, craft, challenge, 
enthusiasm. And that is exactly 
^hy he could overcome his deep, 
searingr frustrations and managed 
to keep himself so sternly fit. 

For, he has always been so 
deeply concerned to 
perform—that gruiding light to his 
life is important, for it explains 
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the fact that even now hardly 
anyone ever records him doing his 
jobuntidyly, unprofessionally. 
Even now, at around 40, his 
esssential strength and 
coordination are reflected in his 
almost impeccable wicketkeeping 
and in his unhurried, but 
unwavering movements at an age 
whenmost men are at least 
somewhat shaky. 

It is sad, though, that he has 
been so little seen. 

Maybe, dignity in cricket does 
not necessarily depend on the 
number of years over which one 
can stretch his career; it is 
excellence that shovild always be 
the leading light, and in that 
context the sad significance of 
Syed Kirmani is that he is still the 
very best wicketkeeper in this 
coimtry and yet remains banished 
from the hallowed circle of 
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BHARATH 
REDDY: 
KirmaxiiiaGt 
and seems to be 
pertorxahig 
u'ali. Age 
should hot be a criterion, only 
Gtnessand performances on 
the Geld. So 1 feel that even at 
40 Kirmsni is certainly eligible 
for a comeback. Whether he is 
the beat ’keeper in the land I 
really can‘t say, for 1 have not 
seen much of him recently. But 
he has got runs and Grom all 
accounts he has been keeping 
well. I feel he should make the 
trip to Australia along with 
Kiran More as it is a long tour 
involving many matches. 


top-class cricket. 

Syed Kirmani last played for the 
country on the 1985-86 tour to 
Australia. The most successful 
Indian ‘keeper, Kiri has 198 
victims from 88 Tests and has 
scored 2759 runs. In one-day 
cricket he has made 49 
appearances, scored 373 runs and 
has 36 victims under his belt. 

Only Rodney Marsh (96) and Alan 
Knott (95) have played more Tests 
and made a g^reater name for 
themselves than Kirmaiu. 

Remarkably consistent in his 
cricket away from the limelight of 
the international arena, Kirmani, 
now poised between frustration 
and optimism about a possible 
Australian tour, tells Sportsworld 
of his life in exile and his long, 
lone struggle for survival amd 
excellence... 

Sportsworld: At 40 years of age, 



To him cricket 
over the years has 
become duty, 
craft, chaiienge, 
enthusiasm. And 
Oiat is exactiy 
why he couid 
overcome his 
deep, searing 
frustrations and 
managed to keep 
himseif so stemiy 
fit For, he has 
aiways been so 
deepiy concerned 
to perform—that 
guiding iightto 
his iife is 
important... 
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do you atm hope ajid think you 
have a claim for an 
Indian berth? 

Syed Kirmani: 1 don’t give a damn 
to my 40 years. My date of birth is 
none of your business. Not 
anybody’s, for that matter. What 
you should be bothered with is my 
utility and my performance. And 
you should also believe in the 
overriding legitimac.y of merit, 
which means the best gets top 
preference, no matter how old he 
may be. You show me another 
man doing better than I in my job 
as a wicketkeeper-batsman. If you 
find none, honestly, you should 
give the best man his due It’s 
simple If you don’t do that then 
that’s unfair .unprofessional. 

But how does one get around this 
age problem? There has to be a cut 
off point. Ageing is a serious 
problem in sport, isn’t it? 

Well, as a professional game, the 
existing system in Indian cricket 
IS like unfair working conditions. 
I’ll explain. Ideally, there should 


‘My date of birth 
is none of your 
business. Not 
anybody’s for that 
matter. What you 
shouid be 
bothered with is 
my utiiity and 
performanoe. You 
shouid aiso 
beiieve in the 
overriding 
iegitimacy of 
merit’...Kirmani 


be one single criterion—quality 
and competence. Now if you don’t 
believe in that, the Board should 
have a fixed retirement-age. 
Otherwise, how do you solve this 
problem. If you have a fixed 
retirement age, then you can say. 
well since this guy is past the 
statutory age limit, he’s out, no 
matter how good he is. But if you 
don’t have a system like that how 
I can you decide whether a man is 
i too old, especially when his 
performance remains as good as 
ever before. If a player’s 
performance betrays his age, 
shows his declining physical 
prowess, chuck him out, without 
hesitation. But if performance is 
not important to you, and you do 
not have a statutory age limit on 
the other hand, then how do you 
decide just how old is too old in 
your reckoning? Today, even 
when I’m performing just as well 
as ever before, they are saying my 
40 years is too old for an Indian 
berth. But then they cotild have 
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‘I should not be 
talking too 
much about 
myself, but it is 
there for 
everyone to see 
that given the 
circumstances 
and all the 
factors involved 
there should be 
nothing unusual 
for a guy like me 
to make a 
comeback’... 
Kirmani 


ie 







Kirmani’s Adversaries 


How good are they? 


I N all likelihcxxl, two 

wicketkeepers will be taken 
to Australia next seaison, for 
the simple reason that 
India’s tour Down Under is 
g^ing to be a long one. And so, 
even though he is unlikely to be 
the first choice, Baroda’s 
KIRAN MORE could still make 
the trip. More’s performances 
over the last 15 months or so 
have not been top drawer, but 
his experience (35 Tests and 64 
one>day Internationals) may 
see him through. 

The selectors have been 
giving More a long rope, right 
from his debut at Lord’s in the 
summer of 1986, though, 
unfortunately he appears to 
have used it only to hang 
himself. Or almost. This writer 
has seen More on two of his last 
three full to\irs 
abzx)ad—Pakistan in 1989-90 
and England last year. To put it 
mildly, he was disappointing. 
One understands he was not 
much better in the intervening 
tour, to New 2jealand, too. 

But why has he been 
persisted with? Because the 
selectors chose not to look at 
others. At least, not look hard 
enough. The benefit of the 
doubt has always been in 
More’s favotu*. As one of the 
selectors recently put it—mind 
you, not quite 
convincingly—“Look, More 
was the sole gloveman in both 
Pakistan and New Zealand. 

And that did affect his 
performances. That’s why we 
took two 'keepers to England” 
By this logic. More ought to 
have excelled. Instead, he 
allowed Gooch to script history 
at Lord's. Other English 
batsman, too. thrived under his 
generosity. 

The pro-More lobbyists 
repeatedly emphasise that he 
chips in with useful scores. 

Fair enough. But isn’t 


wicketkeeping a specialist’s 
job? And, in any case. More has 
only got five 50s. So, what’s the 
big deal, an 3 rway? 

Still, because the selectors 
have been soft towards him, the 
28-year-old More cannot be 
written off. Not yet. Even 
though he has provided little 
cheer in recent times. 

B IHAR’S SYED SABA 

KARIM, though only 24, is 
vastly experienced, thanks 
mainly to his first-class debut 
as an under-15 in the early 
Eighties. But, somehow, he has 
not caught the selectors’ eyes 
often enough. It’s true that he 
went as More’s deputy to the 
Windies in 1988-89, but got few 
opportunities there. 

While no one is claiming the 
bearded Bihar vice-captain has 
the hottest pair of glovm in the 
country,, the fact remains he 
definitely merits a better deal. 
And if getting runs is a plus 
point, then he has got an 
advantage. Some weeks ago he 
struck a double hundred 
against Orissa. 

He wasn't exceptionally tidy 
in Bihar’s recent quarter-final 
against Hyderabad, but didn’t 
do a bad job on what was a 
vicious turner. In my notebook, 
he is very much in the running 
for the second 'keeper’s job. * 
Delhi’s MOHAN 
CHATURVEDI, now 19, was 
spoken of only in laudatory 
terms at the beginning of the 
last season. But when the 
arc-lights held him in focus 
during the Ranji final at the 
Eden Gardens. Chaturvedi kept 
so badly that his supporters 
were totally embarrassed. But 
for that messy showing in an 
admittedly needle-game, 
Chaturvedi, who has kepfi for 
India at the colts’ level, would 
have gone to England. 

Why Chaturvedi. rated so 
highly by none other than the 




The selectors hove 
been giving More a 
long rope, right from 
his debut ot Lord's in 
the summer of 1^86, 
though, unfortunately 
he appears to hove 
used it only to hong 
himself... 
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ABlan record-holder Wasim 
Bari, let himself down 
remains a mystery. 
Nevertheless, he should be 
takmi into account as he*s 
regarded as one of the few 
‘naturals' around. 


The other youngster in the 
I reckoning will be Baroda’s 
NAYANMONGIA. More's 
deputy in England. That More 
aim hails from Baroda is a 
disadvantage for him as 
opportunities are few and far 
between. But Mongia 
capitalised on the openings 
that came his way last season, 
and so not many eyebrows were 
raised when he was picked for 
England. 

Despite the limited exposure, 
Mongia appeared to have 
profited from encounters with 
the legendary Alan Knott. And 
on the eve of the present season 
it seemed Mongia would gain 
from More’s lapses in England. 
But then came the high-proAle 
season-opener, the Irani 
Trophy in Bangalore, and 
Mongia fumbled in the 
presence of the entire selection 
committee. 

Had Mongia done well in 
Bangalore, he, and not More, 
would have donned the 
national gloves in this season's 
only Test, against the Lankans 
in Chandigarh. 

It is unlikely that any 
gloveman outside these four 
can give any competition to 
Kirmani who undoubtedly is 
still the fronl-mnner for the 
berth of the first wicketkeeper 
of the Indian team for 
Australia. But, then our 
selwtors have sprung 
surprises. Who knows, the Five 
Wise Men may actvially stump 
us all... 

UkMidraFratapSaM 


said that when I was 29 years old. 
It’s an absolutely arbitrary and 
subjective thing to decide how old 
is too old. 

You said there is no one 
performing; better than you. Do 
you mean the present players, to 
be specific Kiran Mare, is not good 
enough or inferior to you... ? 

Well, I don’t want to be personal. 
And I would not like to make any 
comment on this. That won’t be in 
good taste. But I would expect 
everyone, the selectors, the press 
and just about any cricket 
watcher to keep their eyes open 
and be objective. It is all there for 
everyone to see. Just be honest 
and recognise the truth. 

You left Karnataka for Railways, 
because you said your state was 
using you as a batsman which you 
did not like. But now your success 
with the bat in theRanji Trophy 
has enhanced your claim for a 
return to Test cricket... 

Oh, yes, it has. But the fact is I see 
myself more as a wicketkeeper 
than anything else. I cannot bear 
it when 1 see the shghtest 
possibility of sliding down from 

Nayan Mongia: 

In the reckoning 


Saba Karim: 
vastly experienced 






Kirmani’s comeback hopes are lust 
gossip page masala, nothing more... 


S YED KIBMANI’s recent 
success on the domestic 
circuit with the bat—a 
century against Bengal 
in the Ranji quarter 
final—appears to have seduced 
the media into believing that 
Kojak can well make a 
comeback. Kirmani told the 
press that he was optimistic. If 
I was 38 and keeping wickets 
for a living. I’d be more 
confident of my son’s chances 
of playing for India than my 
own. Whatever that means. 

Kirmani argued that age 
should not be a deterrent; he 
was fit; his ability was still to 
his advanteigre smd 
theoretically, why should he 
not play for India? 

If optimism was a horse, then 
Kirmani would have been 
riding the Derby. Let's taoe it, 
his desperate-to-come-back 
statements are good gossip 
page masala, nothing more. No 
malice intended. Reasons: one, 
age is inversely proportionate 
to appearances for India and 
whet^r one likes it or not, the 
graph dips alarmingly beyond 
35. It is a partictdarly Indian 
mentality that youth is the 
panacea for all our headaches; 
Raj Singh’s policy guidelines of 
a team for the Nineties and 
investment in youth cannot 
have helped Kirmani’s 
insomnia. 

Two, wicketkeeping may be a 
highly visible office on the field 
but it has few tangible 
measurements. A wicketkeeper 
may put in a perfectly normal 
day behind the stumps, 
missing nothing while not 
being required to do anything 
spectacular either. On the 
scorecard it wouldn’t register 
at all. as opposed to a batsman 
whose streaky 50 would be 
labelled ‘useful’ and two lucky 
wickets turning an analysis of 
10-3-21-2 into‘vital’. 


But for a wicketkeeper there and going by srfeotorial allergy 

would be fewer black-and-white for middle-age, they'd have to 
badges of success; he takes rid of him for a 21-year-old 

longer to prove; he seldom from some vague state whose 

replaces another wicketkeeper name you would never have 
bemuse he is keeping better; as heard before. So it always 

a result, the turnover of happens, 

wicketkeepers is low; a bowler Sometimes, as it transpires, 

may come and go, but a pure wicketkeeping ability 

wicketkeeper stays on a does not remain the sole 

longer-term basis. criterion. Selectors start 

The two factors are sniffing for the 

interconnected in Kirmani’s extra-curricular. If the 

case. If you push him into the wicketkeeper can bat, then 

Indian team now, you give him there’s a stronger case for his 

a lease of at least a couple of retention/selection. Indian 

series/years ixnless he keeps cricket has taken to the Theory 

atrocioimly (unlikely). By of Utility with a vengeance; 

which time SMHK would be 43 more limited-overs specialists 









are in o^Rmlation now tban 
perhaiMie^ in the history of 
this ootin^'s cricket; batsmen 
bovid a bit. taU-enders 
seldcnn have an «dd>lSshioned 
slog these days, being exhorted 
to Isuild’ ihninge and frustrate 
the opposition. This 
liniit^<over8 mentality has 
made serious batsmen out of 
wicketkeepers; just a couple of 
seasc^. ago, Sambaran 
Banezjee promoted himself as 
an c^ner and hit a oentury in a 
Ranji aemi*final. 

There have bemi numerous 
instances of wicketkeepers 
doubling as successful 
batsmen. Leslie Ames applied 
to Kent as a batsman, was 
refused, was advised to apply 
as a wicketkeeper instead, 
made the grade, went on to play 
47 times for England, effected 
97 dismissals behind the 
stumps—and hit 8 centuries, 
average 40.56. 

Godfrey Evans retired with 
219 dismissals and two Test 
centuries; Alan Knott bettered 
the record with 269 victims and 
five centuries, and was 
acknowledged as one of the 
better players of spin bowling 
in the England team. Rod 


Kirmoni orgued that age 
should not ^ o deterrent; 
he wos fit; his obiiity was 
still to his advontoge ond 
theoretically, why should 
he not ploy for Indio? If 
optimism was o horse, 
Kirmoni would hove been 
riding the Derby... 


Marsh made 3 Test centuries 
and lifted the number of Test 
dismissals to a new high—355. 

Yet the important criterion 
for getting the Test halo must 
always tie sheer wicketkeeping 
ability. Choose your best 
wicketkeeper and rest content 
the instructional manuals tell 
us. Australia opted for Wayne 
Phillips as a stopgap and 
regretted; Pakistan almost 
went in for Taslim Arif over 
Wasim Bari but turned wise; 
England in the late Fifties 
experimented with Roy 
Swetman for the Ashes series of 
1968-69 over Godfrey Evans 
and found the young man 
dropping catches ad breaking 
the stumps before collecting 
the ball. 

On the other hand for 
‘keepers with genuine ability, 
you have Bertie Oldfield who, 
when he stxjmped you. operated 
as if with an anaesthetic, said 
Cardus; there was the 
anonymotis Don Tallon, rated 
by Sir Don Braalman as the 
greatest-ever; you had the likes 
of Godfrey Evens who stood up 
to Alec Bedser so that if the 
batsman wanted to jump out 
and drive he would be scared of 
missing the ball, and if he stood 
entrenched and tried to play 
from his eyrie, the batsman - 
ended up domg something 
stupid. 

Perhaps I sound like a 
heretic, but one SMHK rubs 
shoulders with the ‘greats’ in 
cricket’s hypothetical heaven. 
The mind’s eye can see Kirmani 
rolling over to liis right to 
catch Bacchus off, who was it, 
in the World Cup Hnal; catch 
Gower off Madan Lai in the 
World Cup series; and stump 
Walters off Doshi at MCG in 
1980-81. 

I don’t watch enough of 
cricket these days to be able to 
say whether the Kirmani of 
1991 is still the Kirmani of 
vintage, but the hunch is that 
even if he is, the selectors won’t 
let him be. Let us passively 
toast our memories and be 
content. 

MadarRsttiSfyi 



‘Forty years is 
definitely not 
the end of the 
world, 

especially for 
someone who 
has the 
motivation’ 
...Kirmani 



that identity. And that’s why 1 
have always been so dedicated to 
my job, keeping extremely fit, 
keeping my concentration intact. 
And still now my whole cricketing 
dreams centre around my 
wicketkeeping. The batting 
success has come as a bonus. 

What is the secret of your keepings 
BO fit at this age? 

First you please get rid of this 
obsession with age. Stop this ‘at 
this age, at this age, at this age’ 
nonsense (irritated). Forty years 
is definitely not the end of the 
world, especially for someone who 
has the motivation and who goes 
regularly through the fitness 
grind. You watched me play at 
this Ranji Trophy final for the last 
two days. Did I look tired, 
exhausted, as if my knees were 
creaking? No. definitely not. I’m 
sure (visibly angry now). 

And think of it, they chucked 
me out almost 10 years ago, when 
logic says that I must have been 
even fitter than I am now 
Records show that many of the 
world's greatest wicketkeepers 
have done quite well late in life... 
Yeah, but in India, who cares? I 
should not be talking about 
myself too much, but it is there for 
everyone to see that given the 
circumstances, and all the factors 
involved, there should be nothing 
unusual for a guy like me to make 
a comeback. • 
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Interesting snippets from the world media that we don’t normally hear about... 


F ourteen 

qualified coaches of 
the National 
Institute of Sports 
have launched an 
indehnite hunger strike 
in protest against denial 
of employment by the 
Maharashtra 
government. 

The State government 
had denied them jobs 
since 1983 despite 65 
vacancies. They alleged 
that 14 NIS coaches 
were recruited, mostly 
ftx>m Satara district, the 
home town of the sports 
minister, Sham 
Ashtekar. The State 
director of sports and 
youth services, R 
Pradhan. said that the 
selection was done on 
merit. 

And while this dispute 
is being sorted out the 
unemployed NIS 
coaches are going about 
their normal business, 
i.e, being hungry! 

BVEBmULlHEiHF 

WTAPIL DEV and hJs 
MM company, Dev 
Features are 
diversifying at an 
amazing rate. The latest 
venture that has been 
undertaken is the 
sponsorship of the 
Federation Cup Hockey 
Championship. 

Kapil Dev and his 
associate Lokesh 
Sharma met the vice 
president of the Indian 
Hockey Federation, 
Mohammed Aslam Khan 
to finalise the rupees 
five lakh deal. Kapil Dev 
has assured the 
organisers. Aslam Khan 
and former national 
coach Jaman Lai 
Sharma. that they would 
help out in other matters 
apart from providing 



sponsorship for the 
tournament. 

The touriiament to be 
held in Lucknow has 
run into a little problem 
because the IHF have yet 
to approve of the clubs 
for participation which 
is a new concept based 
on the Federation Cup 
Football format. A very 
upset Jaman Lai Sharma 
has had the last word on 
this matter, he said, “As 

Aslam Khan and Kapil 
Dev discussing the 
five lakh sponsorship 
deal 


a cricketer Kapil Dev 
has done a great thing 
by sponsoring a major 
hockey tournament, but 
mere sponsorship is not 
going to overhaul 
Indian hockey.... one 
needs to overhaul the 
IHF!" 

OMpsk Shamia 

BOUTWOOD CRICKET 

A LTHOUOH Bombay 
Ahad a variety of 
sports from professional 
golf to some olassy 
snooker, which 
tournament offered the 






Film star Mittiun 
Chakraborty was the 
main sponsor of the 
tennis ball cricket 

highest prize money? If 
you guessed the first 
two, you are wrong 
because the highest 
prize money of rupees 
two lakh was up for a 
tennis ball cricket 
tournament. Crazy, isn’t 
it! 

The money for this 
night cricket 
tournament came from 
Bollywood with the 
main contributor being 
Mithun Chakraborty. 
His logic was that he 
wanted to give his poor 
fans from Chembur 
something to shout 
about. 

The tournament 
which started at seven in 
the evening and ended at 
two in the morning was 
graced by Madhuri 
Dixit, Dharmendra, 
Jackie Shroff, Aamtr 
Khan, Maatiar Khan, 
Oovinda and Rahul Roy. 





nnfortunately the 
Kapcmn were abaent ftnr 
this tournament which 
was held in Baj Kapoor’s 
memory as they were in 
Pakistan shooting for 
Henna. 

The tournament was 
telecast live over the 
neifl^hbourhood cable 
network and aroimd 
12.000 people turned up 
at the Subhaah Maidan 
to see the cricket (or the 
stars). Two Bomta^ 
teams made it to the 
final and Rahul XI won 
the tournament and a 
cash prise of rupees one 
lakh. Sanjay Manjrekar, 
who was there during 
the final was impressed 
with the standard of the 
game. 

nUCKFORONE 


I T looks like the first 
synthetic track of 
Bombay has been made 
especially for Zenia 
Asnion, Well at least it 
seems so, because at the 
inauguration a national 
level athletics meet was 
held and 2Sema clocked 
11.8 sec the State's 
fastest time in the 1OO 
mts. She has also been 
seen every day at the 
track practising for the 
hurdles with veteran 
journalist, John Crasto. 
He has a lot of 
confidence on his 
protege and says that 
she is a very resilient 
athlete and will achieve 
a lot in the future. 
P.VJ.KW 


S ebastian cx>E. 34. 

England's double 
Oljrmplc 1.500m gold 
medallist, is to come out 
of retirement to compete 
in the London 
Marathon. Coe who quit 
full time athletics a year 
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When Sunil Gavaskar crossed the momentous 10,000-run mark 
in Tests, four years ago it was thought to be an unbreakable 
record. But the Master batsman had admitted then, that if 
there were batsmen who could erase his record it would be Viv 
Richards, Javed Miandad, Allan Border and David Gower. 
Ironically over the last few months all four of these batsmen 
have crossed major run-getting landmarks, (Javed, Richards 
and Gower the 8,800-run mark and Border the 0,000-run mark) 
and moved closer to Gavaskar. What kind of danger do each of 
these contemporary batsmen pose to Sunil Gavaskar^s world 

record of 10,122 Test runs? 








Ahmedabad, March 7. 1987. The third day of the 
fourth Test between India and Pakistan A delectable 
late-cut eludes the slip cordon and history is made 
A smile. A wave of the bat. And Sunil Manohar 
Gavaskar runs (pardon the pun) into the annals of 
cricketing folklore. 

10,000 Test runs! They said it could never be 
done. Now they asked, could anyone ever do it 
again? Sure, felt the hero himself. “Yea, it is 
possible," Gavaskar ever-graciously admitted, 
adding "for others like Javed, Gower, Richards and 
Border to get to 10,000 and beyond ” 


BY PRADEEP PAUL 


i 


HUNDRED and twenty two runs later, 
Gavaskar himself was history. The fiery 
passion that kept his eyes glued to the ball, 
even when it travelled from 
wicketkeeper to slip to mid-off and back to the 
bowler, was flickering The intense concentration 
that was the bane of bowlers all over the world was 
wavering As the man himself put it- ‘I’m not, 
hungry anymore". 

Why should he be? More runs than anyone in Test 
cricket; more centuries than anyone in Test cricket: 
more Test appeai-ances than anyone . and God 
knows how many more mores' or 'firsts’. As 
Gavaskar undid the straps on his pads for the last 
time, cricket struggled to come to terms with the 
loss. Here was a man who had charted hitherto 
unexplored terrain. A man who set his own 
goals . only to reset them almost tl > e very next time 
he went out to bat. His achievements were reserved 
for the portals of immortality. 

Or were they? Now, barely four years later, we are 
analysing the feasibility of Gavaskar’s Test 
aggregate being eclipsed. Such is the authority with 
which batsmen like Allan Border, Javed Miandad, 
Viv Richards and David Gower have asserted 
themselves that the 10,122 run barrier suddenly 
appears surmountable. The question is: can they 
stick around long enough to get there? 

In the lead, in this four-pronged race, is the 
Australian skipper Allan Border. Having just 

Border’s pugnacious style might not be attractive, but 
it sure is effective 






crossed the 9,000-mark—9,013 to be 
precise - during the first Test of the current series 
against West Indies, he's almost a thousand runs 
clear of the next runner, David Gower, flying high 
on 8,081, thanks to a superb Ashes series in 
Australia, Snapping at Gtower’s heels, as he is wont 
to do, is Javed Miandad of Pakistan with 8,064. And 
finally, Viv Richards the West Indian skipper with 
8,053. Four men from four different continents, 
highly individualistic in style, temperament and , 
approach. Gavaskar's four, if you want to call it 
that. 

Allan Border. Short, stocky and left handed. 
Gritty beyond belief. Hasn't let poor form or ill 
health bench him for any of the 118 Tests Australia 
have played since 1978-79. Hasn't even let a 


The lazy elegance of Gower has broken surface...and century-famine, that dates back to hie last 24 Tests, 

a small triangular fin is aimed at the 10,000-barrier disillusion him.Instead. he has stuck to the task 
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With amazing consistency, the same 24 Tests having 
produced over 1.500 runs for him Always leading 
by example. Border has refused to let captaincy 
shackle him. This pugnacious approach could 
hardly be classified as attractive, yet he remains 
devilishly astute. Clever prods and flicks bring the 
runs while a watertight defence thwarts anything a 
devious Ijowler might toss up. At 35 years and seven 
months of age. he’s certainly not planning on 
hanging aiound a cricket field much longer. But 
ctirrent run aggregate, sheer consistency and his 
exemplary fitness make him the most likely 
candidate to overtake Gavaskar's landmark. Who 
knows, maybe the lure of a 1,000-odd runs is 
enough incentive to keep a greybeard in his flannels 
a little longer than originally planned! 

David Gower. Tall, slim and left handed, the 
epitome of elegance. Enormously stylish. But 


Will age clean bowl Richards before he gets to the 
magic mark? 

frustratingly lackadaisical. Watching him at the 
wicket, a certain langour permeates through the 
proceedings. It's almost as if this laid-back attitude 
is a carefully thought-out ploy to lull tearaway 
pacemen and fiendish spinner alike. Time almost 
seems suspended as his blade scythes through a 
perfect arc to virtually caress the ball to the fence. 
Timing is what Gower is all about. Going by current 
form, Gower is certainly a man to watch for the 
record. Still surprisingly young at 33 years and 10 
moiiihs, his last 14 Tests have got him four 
centuries. But for the many Tests be has missed out 
on—first because of his self-imposed ban on touring 
with the English team and then due to poor 
form—there’s no saying where he would have been 
on the rungetter’s list. Still, he's back in top gear 
now.. .and raring to make up for lost time. 

Javed Miandad. Swarthy and right handed. An 












out-and-out hustler. Paul Newman and Tom Cruise Pakistan's captainey awaiting him, this is one guy 

must have watched videotapes of Miandad's antics who is going to be ar ound for somf) time . if he 

on a cricket field before filming Colour Of Money] surmounts injury and his current lean phase And 

Will use every trick in the book—and a few even if he gets bciateri to Gavaskar's record by 

besides- to gel runs. But that cannot deduct from Border. Miandad still has enough cricket left in him 
the man’s obvious brilliance. Ingenious to set about reeling in the Aussie captain, 

improvisation, an eagle eye for gaps, and 

morale-shattering running between the wickets Viv Richards Right handed and all muscle 

have got him over 8.000 runs from the 109 Tests he Personifies arrogance And ha.s the talent to back it 
has played since his early debut in 1976-77! Even up Believes the ball, every hall, is meant to be 

now, having been horribly out of form and carrying hit.. and hit hard. Anyone who has watched him 

a back injury, Miandad still b(.>asts the highest step out in line with first slip and pompously 

batting average among all contemporary batsmen. despatch the ball to the square leg fence will testify 

This, despite the fact that his last nine Test inatche.s to his calibre But then, similar displays of 

have produced only 370 runs The youngest of the arrogance have also done him in cheaply. While 

four at 33 years and eight months, and with there are those who feel that Richards was 
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Miandad: an out*and>out hustler who might stick it out 

■ incredibly lucky to have his fearsome pace battery 
aimed away from him, a career average of 51.21 is 
not to be sneezed at. However, a haemorrhoids 
complaint grounded him from the Pakistan tour 
and subsequent lack of form has clipped his wings 
to a paltry 26.1 average from the last 11 innings he 
has played. And with his birthday cake on March 7 
struggling to balance 39 candles, Richards will be 
the first one to admit he’s running out of time. Still, 
if that bludgeoning blade is on song, even 2.000 
runs won’t take too long. As things stand, he’s 
anyway going to be spurred on by the prestige of 
being the third highest rungetter in Test history by 
the time the current series is over. 

With the high number of Test matches being 
played nowadays, all these batsmen will be given 
enough opportunity to have a go at the magic 
figure. What matters, though, is their ability to 
stick it out till it comes along Richards almost 
certainly seems out of the hunt, given his age and 
fitness problems Gower isjust too unpredictable. 
Miandad has it all going for him, provided he can 
get his back fit again. And Bolder will need some 
incentive to stick around for that long. 

As for the accusation that some of these batsmen 
will have it easier than others because of the teams 
they play Tor, it doesn’t hold any water. Many of the 
world's leading batsmen have acknowledged that it 
is more difficult to get inns against a. poor bowling 
attack Gavaskar himself admitting once that “the 
competitive edge to one’s batting is not quite there 
as against the more renouned and feai ed attacks." 
They all say that the edge which keeps you sharp 
against the best attack in the world will 
automatically be dulled when you come up against a 
lacklustie attack and youi- first mistake is very 
often your last 

All .said and done, 10.122 runs isn’t looking as 
unsui mountable a target as it did four years back 
Somebody- could be cither of these four—is going 
to notch up his 10,123rd run someday. But then, 
they’ll never have the pleasure of having broken the 
10.000-barner first. As Gavaskar put it, “if you 
permit me to be immodest, let mo say that there are 
many who bave climbed Mount Everest but the ones 
we remember most are Sir Edmund Hillary and 
Tenzing Norgay, ” Bingo! • 
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QUOTIENT 


BY RAJU MUKHERJI 


r AR too much time and energy is being 
wasted in Indian domestic cricket on the 
issue of unfinished matches. Irrelevant 
logic and atrocious decisions seem to 
have become the lodestar of the Board’s thinking 
capacity. The Board appears to take special 
delight in forming new rules every season only to 
dump them in the following. The revised ones not 
surprisingly, are no better. 

Last year, the Board decided that the number of 
runs scored, divided by the npmber of wickets 
fallen would decide the winner (the team with the 
higher quotient). Little did th^ reedise that if 
team A scores 1000 tuns for 1 wicket and Team B 
scowes 1 run for O wicket, by this rule, the latter 
team would win on the beuaie of the infinity 
quotienti . 

This year, the Board decided on the ‘runs per 
over’ quotient rule. Here, too. the problem of 
infinity quotient can easily arise if the team 
batting second does not get a complete over to 
face. Thus the rigmarole of accusations and 
counter accusations will continue. 

Why can’t we go for a solution that is simple 
and logical? If a match is abandoned before the 
start or mid way or even is left unRniahed at,the 
end of the scheduled duration, whether it be for 
3.4 or 5 days, the simplest solution is a cricket 
solution and not a mathematical one. 

And, the simplest would be a replay match of 45 
overs each like a sudden death thing. But, mind 
you, there should be no restrictions of overs for 
bowlers nor any restriction in the number of 
fielders close-in or in the deep. In other words, it 
would be a limited overs match with the rules of 
the extended version of the game. However, the 
team for the replay match must be exactly the 
same as was for the original, unfinished match. 

In this way, the mathemabhal calculation can 
be avoided. But, then, we mw^ admit there is 
much to be said in favour of the statistical 
calculation to determine the winner of an 
unfinished match. The main defence plea would 
be that the individual performances of an 
unfinished match cannot be disregarded, and so 
oonseque^tly the statistios of the match must also 
be counwi upon to deteimime U)e winner. 

The m^'prudent scfluttqa M this alternative 

.. . . >...■! ... ..I ..■ 


case would be to calculate the bowling quotient, 
which is the runs scored by the opposition 
divided the number of opposition wickets 

taken. Next, to calculate the batting quotient, 
which would be the runs scored divided by the 
number of overs batted. Then go for the 





A NEW QUOTIENT 


qupttentl Tha^sts, bowling quotient 
divided the batting cjuotlent. The t^un with 
the Ipvtrer figure would be the winnihf. 

Hoover, one extremely important asppct has 
to be jg^ven a lot of thought. In any issue of 
'qiiotients’i the problem of the ‘Infinity quotient’ 
can always crop up. To safeguard against this 
problem, the rem^y is to divide by 11 wickets 
(and not lO) whenever a team is all-out. This 
would logically mean adding a wicket to the 
number of wickets fallen and inevitably give a 
divisor of 1 when a team loses no wickets. Thus 
the ‘infinity quotient’ can be avoided. 

The above formula may appear to be somewhat 
confusing. Actually that is precisely the 
intention. For otherwise, simple calculation 
would invanably lead to time wasting tactics to 
gain an unfair advantage. 

“The scoreboard is an ass’* is a quote attributed 
to Sir Neville Cardus. Fair enough, but there is no 



How quotient should take into account team total, 
bowling performances, overs faced and wickets lost. 


To find teain A s 
quotient calcu¬ 
late; 


Then team A s 
quotient 


Team A total 

Overs faced 
by Team A 


Team B total 

Wickets lost 
of Team B ^ 1 


Similarly to find Team B total 
team B s quotient ——— 
calculate: Overs faced 

by Team B 


Then team B's 
quotient 


Team A total 

Team A wickets" 
lost 1 1 



Whichever team's quotient is lower is the winning 
team 

NOTE: The plus one wicket is to avoid the problem ot | 
infinity { 

Now if we take an example of the Bengal-Karnataka I 
Ranji quarterfinal played last month which Bengal won 
by the present quotient rule , | 

Karnataka made 790 lor six declared oft 300 overs « ' 
Bengal were 590 for nine off 200 overs 
NOTE: To make it simple to understand all figures 
are rounded oft to even numbers) ! 

So with our new formula lets see how it works out; i 


Karnataka quo-X 790 j gs Y 
tient: 300 


59 19 

2 6 (approx) 


590 2.95 0 

200 


Bengal quotient: A 



113 

37 

2.9 

(approx) 


Having a lower quotient Karnataka should have won 
based on this formula 


denying that even the lowly aee has a very 
important role to perform if cme knows how to 
utilise it. Cricket is luckier than most sports 
di8ciplii:^in the sei^ that it can utilise the 
scoreboard information in Cases of extreme need 
to wriggle out of problems. Sports where 'penalty 
shoot-outs’ and ‘sudden deaths’ take place are not 
as fbrtunkte. , 
















HORSE RACING 


CUSSIC INDIAN TURF INVITATION GUP, MADRAS 1991 


Piggott’s Paradise 


ADRAS 
racecourse 
was packed 
to capacity 
on the first 
Sunday of 
March for a weekend of 
truly Classic racing. 
Messrs. 1 T.C. Ltd. were 
playing the role of 
Corporate sponsors to 
the hilt, adding a touch 
of class to the two most 
important racedays in 
the Indian racing 
calendar and the Madras 
Race Club was packed to 
capacity. Kew races 
generate the sort of all 
India intei'est that the 
Classic Invitation Cup 
produces and add to that 
the excitement of the 
Sprinters’ and Stayers’ 
Classics and it gives you 
two days of unparalleled 
excitement. 

More than the equine 
talent that had arrived 
in Madras, the cynosure 
of all eyes was the 
legendary Lester 
Piggott, who had flown 
in to Madras at the 
invitation of Mr. Vijay 
Mallya, to ride three 
horses that belongred to 
him over the weekend, 
lie was slated to ride 
Scorpio in the 
Sprinters’. King Air in 
tlie Super Mile and 
Delage in the Invitation. 
Delage belonged to Mr. 
Vijay Mallya and Mr. 
Zavaray S, Poonawalla, 
and he was trained by 
Rashid Byramji. 

Unlike the Indian 


Cyrus J. Madan writes on the 
hottest weekend in Indian 
racing, where Lester Piggott 
yet again displayed his 
unparalleled class 


Derby where any horse 
can enter for the race, 
the Invitation is an 
exclusive'affair. Only 
those four year olds that 
are invited can take 
part. It’s a race for the 
best horses from every 
racing centre and the 


winner emerges as the 
undisputed champion of 
his or her vintage. Run 
over the same distance 
of the Derby, the 
Invitation is the ultimate 
test. 

Never had the 
Invitation worn a more 


open outlook and it 
reflected in the betting 
itself which showed that 
the field was available at 
three toone and over. 

Eleven horses from all 
over India were the ones 
that lined up eventually 
to face the Starter at the 
2400 metre marker. 
None of them were fillies 
with the Indian Derby 
winner Starfire Girl 
deciding to give the 
Invitation a pass. But 
Bombay was still very 
strongly represented 
and after all the horses 
that were from there had 








THE STAYERS’ CLASSIC 


Zara Shah; 
Champion Stayer 

T he strains of Que sara que sara filtered 
through the stands as eight of the best long 
distance horses in the land made their way to 
the starting stalls for the second longest race 
in the country -the Stayers' Classic, run over a 
distance of 3000 metres. It seemed apt that the 
band was playing that old tinie favourite 
because that sums up i-acing so perfectly 
What will be, will bt^ 

On paper, the race looked to be a one horse 
race for the Calcutta cdifillengej- Ich Dien. If he 
won he would become the first seven year old 
to win the Sta.yers’ Classic and what a 
remarkable feat it would be, coining just forty 
minutes after another seven year old named 
Icelandic had won the Sprinters' Classic. He 
came w'Uh an impeccible track record but I.iady 
Luck was obviously not smilingonlch Dien. In 

Zara Shah, who took the Stayer’s Cup 









the course of the race Ich Dien went lame and 
as a result, was eased out of thing's and 
eventually had to be pulled up. 

But Calcutta was not to be denied. Even as 
they saw Ich Dien’s chances fade, along came 
the other Calcutta challenger Zara Shah and 
ho came romping home an effortless winner by 
over five long and easy lengths. Trained by 
John Stephens and ridden by Paul Burke, Zara 
Shah had been beaten by seven lengths in his 
last essay by Ich Dien but with his vanquisher 
out he produced a superb performance beating 
the best of the rest from ail over the country. 

There has been a lot said about Ich Dien 
breaking down in the course of the race, and 
his trainer Vijay Singh came in for quite a bit 
of flak as a result. However the criticisim was 
quite uncalled for. For one, a lot of people were 
talking through their pockets when making 
accusations Secondly if there had been 
something so drastically wrong with the 
horse, how come the bookmakers did not know 
about it With all the rumours that were flying 
ai ound the place the odds on Ich Dien kept on 
shortening. Surely they would have 
lengthened had something smelt fishy. 
Thirdly, Ich Dien has always had a slight 
swelling on his joints. He had won a month 
earlier in Calcutta with the very same joint 
slightly swollen, which everyone was now 
looking at. like it had just swollen up. Last, 
but by no means the least, the track that 
afternoon at Madras was as hard as they come. 
A lot harder than anything Ich Dien had raced 
on in Calcutta. Tliat too must surely have 
taken its toll. It's easy to be wise after the event 
but for young Vijay Singh who certainly 
knows his horses, it was obvious that the joint 
would not have bothered his horse because 
otherwise he would have been the first to have 
pulled him out. 

In the midst of all this controvers.v and 
argument Zara Shah may not have received ail 
that warm a welcome. But the commentator 
that afternoon obviously had a soft spot for the 
blue roan gelding who had just turned six. He 
called it in the race, “And it’s Zara Shah for 
Calcutta who assumes command” and after 
that the rest will be history. Owned by one of 
the most sporting groups of owners in racing 
today, “the poker syndicate”, Zara Shah is 
represented in ownership by messrs H.H. 
Sookias, V.K. Chaudhuri, B.M. Varma and 
Harish Gorsia. The first two named were there 
in Madras to witness the victory and it must 
surely have been their happiest moment since 
Zara Shah dead heated to share the Classic 
Calcutta Derby stakes two years ago. 

Cynw. J. Madan 
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THE SPRINTERS’CUP 


Icelandic Heat 

A long cold drink with tons of ice would 
have been something that most people 
would have given their right eye for on a hot 
and muggy afternoon at Madras, “Ice” was the 
operative word which got you out of the heat 
and into the coolest mood you would ever 
know. All you had to do was put your money 
on a chestnut horse named ICELANDIC and 
your fifty rupee investment would have 
fetched you a cool grand. Of course, if you had 
asked the so-called racing pundits about- 
Icelandic’s chances they would have thought 
that the heat had got through to you. At the 
age of seven he appeared to have as much 
chance of winning a Sprinters’ Classic as 
Saddam winning the War in the Gulf. Only five 
people thought that he could win and their 
judgement was looked upon by one and all as 
being totally biased. They were the three 
owners Mrs. P.D.D’Cruz, Dr. Ian D’Cruz and 
Mrs. Maria D’Cruz. The trainer Bobby Raj and 
the jockey Conway. The rest of the august 
gathering did not even know that a horse 
named Icelandic was running the Sprinters’ 
Classic. 

That is not until he shot into the lead about 
300 metres from home and then held on 
gallantly to bec'ome not only the longest priced 
Sprinters’ Classic winner since the inception of 
the race, but also the oldest. At the age of seven 
an age when most horses are considered to be 
also rans, well past their best, Icelandic 
produced his most brilliant performance yet to 
beat the odds and his younger adversaries in 
what was his greatest triumph. 

The Sprinters’ Classic, sponsored by Messrs. 
I.T.C. Ltd. and run over 1300 metres is for the 
equine breed what the lOO metres is to a track 
field sprinter. The ultimate in speed, with a Rs. 
1,50,000 prize to the winner, it is the most 
valuable sprint in the country and only the 
very best sprinters in the land are invited to 
participate. Four representatives from each of 
the five Turf Authorities are invited for the 
race and this year a field of fourteen lined up to 
face the starter to determine who was to 
become the fastest horse on four legs. 

The main three horses in the betting were 
Sharp Response from Bangalore who was the 
favourite, Scorpio from Bombay with Lester 
Piggott in the saddle and Belle Epoque from 
Bombay who was making her last essay on a 
racetrack before going off to stud. 

Belle.Epoque was the first to be eliminated and 


that too without even taking part in the race. 

She had a bad fall after being stalled and was 
withdrawn on veterinary grounds. Sharp 
Response met with an almost similar fate and 
fell during the running of the race. Piggott got 
Scorpio out nicely indeed from a bad draw, but 
after that it was soon obvious that he was not 
travelling well and winning for him was out of 
the question. Eventually the best be could do 
was finish on the board. 

It was in fact, three totally unfancied horses 
that brought the field into the straight. In 
front was Easter Sunday, on outside was 
Icelandic and on the wider outside was Aaziah. 
With about 300 metres to go Icelandic hit the 
front and a shocked silence engrulfed the vast 
crowd. Only a small pocket of five individuals 
seemed to be yelling. The five already 
mentioned. The silence became positively 
soundproof when another rank outsider 
Kalamaris detached himself from the rest and 
finished fast to bo a gutsy second. Another 100 
metros and he may have won, and that would 
have been an even greater shock than 
Icelandic. 

Cyrus. J. Msdan 

Dr.ian D’Cruz, Mrs.Maria D’Cruz and Mrs.P.D’Cruz 
receiving the Sprinter’s Cup 
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Delage wins 
the Invitation Cup 

all finished very close to 
the winner Within a 
length of her Hence 
their performance could 
well be considered on 
par with Starfire Girl 
From the host centre, 
Madras, came two 
nominees namely Bold 
Brother, who was 
actually located in 




Madras, while the other 
Captain Eo who won the 
South Indian Derb.v was 
actually from 
Bangalore In fact it was 
the garden city that had 
a very strong 
contingent. Star 
Contender who had won 
the Bagpiper Bangalore 
Derby in late January. 
Delage who was 
narrowly beaten by 
Contender in that race 
was also there and both 
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were considered to have 
outstanding chances. 
Calcutta had Romantic 
Dancer and Sandbagger 
both of whom had come 
down with very high 
hopes and all in all the 
eleven that ultimately 
faced the starter 
represented the very 
cream of Indian 
horseflesh. 

A slight delay in the 


VIjay Mallaya receiving 
the invitation Cup from 
Tamii Nadu governor 
Bhisma Narain Singh 

racetrack. Once they got 
to the gates, loading 
operations took hardly 
any time at all and 
within mmutes all 
eleven were stalled and 
ready to go 
A roar went up as the 
gates clanged open and 
the eleven were away 


Lester Piggott receives 
his award from the 
governor 

start of the race led to 
the horses being 
paraded in the paddock 
for a far greater length 
of time than anyone 
would have wanted and 
that might have created 
a few problems as four 
or five of the contenders 
were bathed in sweat by 
the time they left for the 




^#1 


P 

i 




and running. Bold 
Brother was the first to 
show out setting a 
scorching pace which 
was to prove the 
undoing of many a 
fancied horse He was 
playing the role of the 
pacemaker to the tee. In 
fact such a strung gallop 
did he set, that Captain 
Eo who was the 
pacemaker for Delage 
and Starfire Boy could 
not even get to the front. 
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The parade of the prize 
horees which ran the 
invitation Cup 

At that early juncture, 
Delage with Lester 
Ihggott astride was 
lying last well off the 
pace, quite unperturbed 
with the mad scramble 
that was threatening to 
run them all off their 
feet in the early stages. 
Delage in fact was 
beautifully settled and 
Lester sat unmoving on 
him. Romantic Dancer 
was just about a few 
lengths ahead of him 
while the other fancied 
runners like Starfire 
Boy and Star Contender 
Wei'S further up much 
closer to the leader. 

The order remained 
somewhat unchanged 
until heads were turned 
for home and then the 
entire scenario changed 
abmptly. Bold Brother 



who liad led the 
contingent into the 
straight chucked in his 
hand and it was 
Ashwamedha who went 
storming into the lead 
with Starfire Boy and 
Star Contender coming 
up to essay some sort of 
a challenge on the 
outside. But neither was 
going to get to 
Ashwamedha who 
looked like he had it all 
sewn up. It was then 
that Lester transmitted 


Super Jockey Lester 
PIggott astride champion 
horse Delage 

his message to Delage. 
He hardly moved on him 
but Delage seemed to 
get the message all right 
and what a magnificent 
manner he replied. Wi+h 
Lester guiding him 
through along the rails 
he came the shortest 
way home and the 
stands erupted in 
deafening applause 
because they saw the 


genius of Piggott, and 
the brilliance of Delage 
who had responded and 
produced a performance 
that was befitting a 
champion. 

Romantic Dancer 
from Calcutta was 
second, but he would 
gone a lot closer to the 
winner if Bajrang Singh 
had ridden a better race 
and of course, if Lester 
Piggott had not been on 
Delage. 

But you could not take 
anything away from 
Delage t^t day, he was 
quite simply the very 
best. Trained by none 
other than maestro 
Rashid Byramji, Delage 
gave stallion Lord Zara 
his second success in 
two days. The best 
though, it seems, is jret 
to come. 

PHOTOQSAPHS: 
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QUESTIONS 

I What is coixunon amon^ 

• Imran Khan, Norman 
Cowans. Allan Border and Sanjay 
Manjrekar? 

2 During the World Cup in 
• 1990, against which country 
did English goalkeeper Peter 
Shilton break the record of 
Ireland’s Pat Jennings for most 
appearances in international 
matches? 

3 What was common among 
. Costa Rica, Cameroon, 
RepubUc of Ireland and the United 
Arab Emirates during Italia ’90? 

4 To whom is the Charles 
. Solomon Trophy awarded? 

5 To whom did Indian tennis 
. ace Vijay Amritraj dedicate 
his autobiography? 

6 What is common among 
. Andre Agassi. Jennifer 
Capriati, Michael Chang and Mary 
Joe Fernandez? 

7 Which was the first world 
. championship sporting 
event to be held in India after the 
country attained Independence? 

8 In the Olympics, there is no 
. official record time 
maintained for the discipline of 
rowing. Why? 

9 Which cricketer’s 

• autobiography is titled, “On 
the rack”? 

”1 Which tennis player is 

J. vy. called the ‘Gentle Giant’? 

1 M In tennis, after the 
X . Amritrajs'of India and 
the Sanchezs’ of Spain which other 
family has three members playing 
in the professional circuit? 

•4 Whose autobiography is 

J, 4^ • titled, “Giant Steps”? 

■i Q What is the total duration 
J. t3 . of a kabaddi match? 

A Name the trophy awarded 
J. ^ . to the winner of the Asian 
Table Tennis championships in 
the women’s doubles category? 

M c “Coca Cola won over the 

J. O • Parthenon temple”. To 
what event does this sentence 
refer to? 



RATING TEST 


Mm 14: WIilyou wen part of ourttam 
SetwtM t1 amd 14; Vm «fb not too bad 
BakMf 11: SpoftMrmU raaditig reconunaiHlod. 


ANSWERS 


1. They formed four landmarks in Sir Richard 
Hadlee's record wicket taking career. Imran 
Khan was his 100th victim, Norman Cowans 
his 200th, Allan Border his 300th and Sanjay 
Manjrekar his 400th Test wicket, 

2. In the group match against the Netherlands. 

3. The coaches of all these teams were from 
other countries. The coach of Costa Rica was 
from Yugoslavia, the coach of Cameroon from 
the USSR, the coach of Ireland from England 
and the coach of the U.A.E. from Brazil. 

■ 4 It IS awarded to the best performer in the World 
Bridge championships. 

5, To his parents. 

6 All of them are children of immigrants. Agassi's 
father emigrated from Iran, Captriati's from 
Itlay, Chang's parents came from Taiwan and 
Fernandeza father from Spam while her 
mother came from Cuba. 

7 Ini 953, the World T able T ennis 
championships were held in Bombay 

8 Because water conditions vary so much from 
one games venue to another. Therefore a 
shorter 6r longer time may have no meaning 

9. Former captain of England, David Gower. 

10 Andrez Gomes of Ecuador. 

11 The Maleeva family from Bulgaria-Manuela, 
Katarina and Magdalena 

12 Kareem Abdul Jabbar. 

13 40 minutes. 

14 The Violet Surita trophy. It was donated by 
Pearson Surita in memory of his mother. 

15. Greek Minister for Culture Melina Mercouri 
said this after being disappointed at the 
decision of the International Olympic 
Committee to hold the 2000 Olympics at Atlanta. 


.mmmnmuv. 



All irntwefi ijimt in t}^^ 
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SPECIAL FEATURE 




WAUGH! 


Steve Waugh is dropped so that 
his twin, Mark Waugh, can be 
picked, and mother Beverley 
doesn’t know whether to laugh 
or cry. Trevor Grant writes on 
cricket’s most unusual family 


UST alter the 
dinner plates 
had lieon 
cleared away 
and the 


family was settling 
down to a night in front 
of the TV. son Steve 
walked in the front door 
with news of the team 
for the fourth Test at 
Adelaide 
The f.'onversation 
between Steve and twin 
brother Mark went 
somctfiing like this 
Steve. ‘Well done, 
you’re in the team ’ 
Mark: •Thimks, but 
who’s out'^’ 

Steve. ’Me.’ 

It was a moment that 
the boys’ parents had 
been dnjadmg, and as 
expected there was a 
subdued feeling in the 
household that (wening 
as everyone mother 
Beverley, father Rodger 
and younger sons Dean, 
21, and Danny. 


15 - came to terms with 
tfieir mixed emotions 
It is something that 
Beverley and Rodger 
have had to cope with 
ever since their four 
very talented stms 
started playing cricket. 
But it doesn’t get any 
easier 

O NE day about a 
fcwtnight before 
Mark made his debut at 
Adelaide, Rodger, a 
calm, friendly chap who 
runs a suburban 
newsagency, wanted to 
strangle the author of a 
newspaper story 
suggesting Steve faced 
the sack. Beverley was 
comforting Dean, a NSW 
Sheffield Shield squad 
member who had been 
dropped from his 
first-grade club side in 
Sydney, as well as 


Mark scored a wonderful 
century on debut while 
Steve was sitting at home 














cheering on Mark and 
Steve in a one-day 
international at the SCG 
and Danny at a local 
ground, where as 
captain of the 
Bankstown under-16 
team he scored 78 and 
took 2 for 10 from \ 2 
overs of left-arm 
orthodox spin 

1 don't have enough 
feelings to go around.' 
said Beverley ‘1 was at 
Danny's game and 
listening to Stephen and 
Mark on the radio 1 was 
really pleased for Mark 
(who made his first 
half-century for 
Australia), but then 
there was Stephen (who 
made only 3) to worry 
about 1 ciouldn't copt; 
with it all In the end! 
had to go for a big long 
walk ' 

'J’he strange situation 
took another unexpected 
turn when Mark pushed 
Steve (who to(.>k -12 Test 
innings to register his 
first century) further 
out of contiml ion with 
his unforgettable debut 
hundred against 
England at Adelaide 

Waugh's 138 in 237 
minutes from 186 balls 
was an innings of 
exquisite beauty, in 
wonderful harmony 
with its setting at one of 
the world's most 
beautiful grounds The 
seoi’ebcxik indicates it 
was played at whirlwind 
pace, with the century 
coming up just before 
stumps on the opening 
day from 126 balls. But 
in the manner of the 
most gifted batsmen he 
exuded a wonderful 
serenity at the crease 
which belied the rate at 
which he* scored. There 
was nothing rushed or 
even forced about his 
attack on the English 
bowling. It was a clam, 
calculating 
assassination carried 
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out with breathtaking 
precision and poise 
Ever so gently, he would 
wait until the very last 
second to choose his 
stroke and then ease the 
full face of the bat onto 
the ball, hjs magnificent 
timing ensuring it had 
speared through the 
gaps and into the 
pickets before the field 
had a chance to reaf.t 
He was not to be pul 
off by the fact that this 
was a Test match and 
Australia were 104 for 4 
when he came to the 
crease IftheUill 
presented itself with Hit 
me’ stamped on it, he did 
exactly that Nor was he 
afraid to loft, the ball 
over the m field, and did 
so several times with 
great effect one ball 
from syjinner Phil 
Tufnell landed over tlie 
fciuv after one bounce 
near the very long 
straight boundary 
From the full range of 
strokes that was on 
display, for me the best 
were the classical drives 



I don’t have 
enough feelings 
to go around. I 
was at Danny’s 
(the youngest 
Waugh) game 
atnd listening to 
Steve and Mark 
on the radio. I 
was really 
pleased for Mark 
(who made his 
first half'century 
for Australia in 
that match), but 
then there was 
Stephen (who 
made only 3). 1 
couldn’t cope 
with it all. In the 
end I had to go for 
a big long 
walk—Beverley 
Waugh, confused 
mother 



through the on-side on 
both the back and front 
foot. His shot selection, 
which a few years ago 
was often haphazard, 
especially outside off 
stump, was evidence of 
the maturity that has 
come from six seasons of 
first-class cricket. 

Even though the new 
ball, taken first thing or 
the second morning, 
robbed ’Waugh of the 
composure he displayed 
on the first day, his 
debut will take its 
rightful place in gold 
lettering m Australian 
ciickot iiistory 

The New South 
Welshman who took 
four years to emerge 
from his twin brother's 
shadow is the first to 
acknowledge he still has 
much to prove Many 
believe the real 
examination liegaii in 
the first 1’est in Jamaica 
but solier, detached 
examinations about his 
ability to handle a 
high- 0 (.;tanc West Indies 
attacfk were not 
permitted to dampen the 
celebrations in Adelaide 
of the overdue arrival of 
a vibrant new talent 

As did Oreg C'liapjiell 
with his debut century 
in Perth 20 years ago! 
Waugh’s commanding 
presence provided 
Australia with a. pieview 
of the talent that is 
waiting in the wings 
Although Mark Waugh 
had become 
understandably 
frustrated at the length 
of the apprenticeship he 
was asked to serve, it 
can be argued that in the 
long term it has been far 
more beneficial. 

The intervention of 
two major crises in 
Australian cricket m the 
past 13 years, iHe advent 
of World Senes Cricket 
and the rebel tours to 
South Africa, ensured 



Steve 

Waugh:“Well 
done Mark, 
you’re in the 
team” 

Mark Waugh: 
“Thanks, but 
who’s out?” 
Steve Waugh: 
“Me”. 

the end of the traditional 
grounding most 
potential Test players 
received, Steve Waugh 
was oni’ 

ht'oef.'ii tor sufferer of 
Uie r.i A' fjoliey, lieing 
thrown into Test cricket 
one season after his 
first-class dehut 
Greg Chappei;. the 
former Australian 
captain and selecloi’ who 
was msli umeiital ni 
Steve’s elevation, knows 
from first hand 
experience how much a 
player can benefit from 
long-term grooming in 
the ranks just below 
Test cricket Starting 
his first class c;areer in 
1966-37, he spent six 
full seasons four in the 
Sheffield Shield with 
South Australia and two 
with Somerset, before he 
was summoned, aged 
22. to the Australian 
teiun in 1970-71. 

At the time he had 
played 99 first-class 
matches, scoring 11 
centuries, 7454 runs 
and averaging 39 03 
Those figures provide an 
interesting parallel with 
Mark, who played 100 
first-class matches for 
7501 runs, 25 centuries 
and an average of 55. 
Having missed all but 
one game in 1986-87 
because of stress 
fractures in his back, he 
had played four full 
Shield summers plus 
two county seasons with 
Essex 
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Mark no harm at all. By 
the time he got there he 
was very hungry, unlike 
some younger ones who 
can get a bit blase about 
it all. 

'At the time we had no 
choice but to pick Steve. 
We were rushing a lot of 





Steve Waugh: dropped 
after 42 successive 
Tests, and replaced by 
his twin 


I think it is always 
ibetter to be picked a 
fraction too late than a 
fraction too early,’ says 
Chappell, who went on 
to become the most 
distinguished and 
prolific Australian 
batsman of his era. ‘I 
was disappointed about 
missing out on the tours 
of England in 1968 and 
South Africa in 1969-70, 
but I knew some time 
later that 1 was Uxi 
young and 

inexperienced for those 
trips. 

The wait has done 




blokes in too early, 
trying to find some who 
were capable of 
handliiig the Test match 
pressure. It was a hell of 
a burden for him and he 
coped well. But looking 
back, he was probably 
picked too soon and 
perhaps the problems 
he’s now going through 
signify that. 

‘It will be interesting 
to sit back in five years’ 
time and see which one 
turns out the better. 
Mark will probably 
finish up with the better 
record statistically, 
because he won’t have to 
experience the hard 
grind that Steve had to 
go through.’ 

The hard grind 
continues now for Steve, 
who is likely to have to 
try to regain his place on 
what is certain to be a 
very demanding tour of 
West Indies. 

During Steve’s 
electrifying run in 
England in 1989, 
Australian coach Bob 
Simpson remarked that 
he appeared to have ice 
running through his 
veins. Asked on the eve 
of his debut what he had 
running through his 
veins, Mark replied: 
’Blood and (Test) runs, 1 
hope.’ 

Sooner rather than 
later we discovered he 
was right. 




Mark Waugh takes his 
brother St^'s place 






The shcMvbiz folks may for 4ifrai«ni stopke 

celebrity tennis in HoflyviWod is no laughing matter 


. . • ■ I 

S tabs of oettnloiidaad 

•oreea flock to sibiquitcnu 
wee ke nd protorietnity 
tennis tournaments like 
lemniingB to theses. "Tennis is 
etmtlte In’e|)ort,” jwye Artdh^ 
Aalte. iste earned ^pteldlne 
money as s ordid aftudsnt a;t 
UOl^ instntodngr^^^^ of 
GttnsiiSbaxnaini^J^^ 

the va||wlee of inafale-out 
Ibeelisnds St the Bemly 
T^mtoCaidl *BQntooetobrit^ 
want tofce^ acrtlns Just to get 
invited to odSbrlty events.” says 
Vtooe Van Patten, who grew up 
.playlnir in impromptu celebrity 
xound-roUna, still sdaUy 
. OOcmiTenDe on his family’s two 
dooite. ‘Timir goat to 
to the pubUo ^ enough s6 that 
can hate toose fradde 
weekeods." 

Chsvyftleiia cuts s fine flgure 


BazdHomn osMtxri^ haoiteM 
ll^ai^ fhmi Opete to 
InitoQih’a Atoert HhB. ioe Itoto 
tiasHttSl^MaistoMoDteCB^ 
udmrethey oan makstt^tawrie 
fantasise oome true. Bvcm 
Ftoeidentand lireBeagan pioiad 
upflteballtoisyear. hotetogtoe 
firm ptoAsriebrily tminiamenton 
the White House tennis 
oourt<--luztog stodtp^nslar pu)^ 
flgiues as Brocdte Sbk^ asto 

I TomSaflecdC'-^limtiefltt^ 

I rOf^flM V CQtMtlSff IWMMMviinnpnQ 


fieagmi l^riitg AlmeeP^ Some' 
events, hkertheaosdm’sCiin 
sportsaeleiliartty tonrnametttat Jte 
CpBta.6gtheBomi»y<BnKaii^ 
faate Olaateo; an Ito fdmaei' 
aillHiter athletes; others, Iflce the 
i^tSmtClystto Ptorostelk^ 
’ItotonamentiniDehver, allow 
‘boDW-tosm haoktes to *b^ 
flutmu peiftner tor 
retoto tobim StilU mon, 1^ 
AlsnlEtogiClaesan 
CiStetoor lAksTa^ 
fte^val Ctoitoarly at Aspen), an 
todl-tdown toadiaevents with 







‘ / • 

- ijj 


Uthirt^ 



elmumaKH 


smingaenus 

ilesk”...earn 

MmshaU 



telefviaed ooverage. 

AU the eronjts z«ise immey for 
ohAritaUe causae, give o^efaritieB 
a o h a a oe to compete befoiree live” 
a ud i en c e , and tomato new 
ocmtadte. "You g«t fo know some 
xlilforcmt peo]de under itAaadng 
drovunatanoee gather than eititoy 
imrose a d«dc.” MQr|i 
Nfa f BhalT .efoo|iBoduioedst3iohCT 
hifolM 

DaiYB.” and "Laveme and Shirliv” 
(■tanring hla sister, Penny, who 
introduced him to the game). ”NOt 
that aomebody's tennis game 
*on MfoflMBnoe a3ie,” Marshall 
. addsocqdy. 

l3o the stars pt^IttEe their 
pBtdtoyftwonaMHatfkClEe 
VaSsine. flreshfirQ^ 
dcjtili^gaiiDSMWsi^ 
Ptiqi^i^v-anBaitBdat the liihiiifaat: 1 

^ .'1 











iatarfoifi^ 

ipiaiB?*!IQti,adlBk,«m^ ^ 

\]Mrve Nbd Oie restitf it teju^ but 
^^g»ts file Job doae,” WoUboq Hdii, 
added. T[ do haw >good 
■haoirhandout.’* 

%dietbsr hhi jfaaiaedttad hie 
fcrmtdahtoaqtiadrPBipB. i^oyou'd 
expect me tolwdwBtWhelifBix4^ 
authoritidive and oonhnanfttg^ 
aaked ha.^boiuxw. 'IVbU. rm 
xeduced tbKd)ble<m»eoujt.” 

'W^ of ,Jdhh mar^lrtim, ^ 
poe m r ft daaxi ndld im n ii a tf iardi 
of "Oyndatsr^” iluaed Oarr^ 

<dan7 "Tlia beat eniy todeam^my 
gameia toi aey f haw never teolssn. 
^aatiiag,”aayBFcneyttie. ‘‘That ■ 
t^a you aqa^thiiiir about tibe 
ixiwwragdptowi^whli;^ 
'Buttdojreti^ebaDbaoic.'*- 
yet Foiayliia la eoaoi^^ 
ef tlw 

ocaapaHtora^peei^^ 
tmatjaeaaiike saod; ytai, 
gerdiemaidjt Ifo'b known aa a 
aoilld-dotiliiM player who 


The Men 


<MI C ea» j^ glayedatenjaaapBe; 
,danviii0isg;l3rin''l%yi:”a3^ 
nmudw a attperiOT e£biai» 1^^ 
hiBa(^agial»day8at']^l^. A.. 

Ta r rah rjH X p e tt : B jl h la llc bynattm 


f # 

% ir 


'fHieihaNwm:la!.f 
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[Sttmeniitfmat heart. OoAy 
(^ipoiientsiivith 

_j or otrerinf'advice on 

Sww they should play, '^lotof 
#qpMd tet doesn’t like to use it.". 
In^ up Vince Van Patten‘ Hell 
'.tBmSa the othmnuua vun,” ^Hs: 
be the nuast oaU^oetitive Off. 
idl,’’adds CMhy lee^C^^ 
etae of the top maaimoridM. 
wfeiefc /Vlelltols«a.'^aok ta a Uow 
of endearment on'toe court.'' says 
Alan King. ' But wtttoingrhim 
play to one flew over the oudhbo'e 
neet." ' 

|:h«rlfae« ■eslMu SsQrs behaa 
probably hit witomore good .. 
ptoym toenu)^ lousy ptoqrer in 
the wwld-His weekly leeaons 
‘ttom Atok Olmedo (among others 
throl^h the years) paid c^in 
superior return of serve, steady 
volley, snd shimwd cxmrt strategy. 
^ His strokes aren’t too orthodox, 
but he% oompetiUve and gets 
things back.** sums up tibyd 

Heston ranks,se toe most 
prctfsHskmal of the c^elnlties: 
Known tor punctuality, neat 
attire, and a profound knowledge 
ofitoegame. 

'Mmlmmg Cwreon. Plays a delicate 
sort of ^une but bent on 
imintwing. like Heaton, he's a 


Hsuitiim 

e$lek^ 
hackers g^aUr 
letkomu 
Casta ui 




ataasntcflitog^^aBdoattteqtte:^ 
stortoe about Btoltoianer 
anacdofessfram ^Ksditoaora h^ the 
lB40e. Hecftnaptoyecmthe 
public Dourta at Pepperdise 
University and has tcd^ tossdna 
from John MefiShroe: was . 

writtmi right toto the opntnot 
when I bougi]i.his house in 
Malibu,'’says lA^inroe. who hss 
Mrudy given him one ofthe 
requimte Uume leacKins. ^He can 
hit the ball, and he’s a pretty good 
athtote tor.ktkQt'Whowhoet ^ 
••w aii^'piaii^ hke Tertoa: very'' 
big. very stri^and has a 
trexneiidous serve that one ^ 
ssjto Ito uncifn<hal}y c^k^ at 
about lOQmph. 

CBMCnstiiMMiMt. Must Wa big 
hitter wito goes tor broto, right? 
Wrong. PtudiM the ball oym> the 
but ptoye steady and Itoeps 
the bell to {day, Potkeaiy his 
athletic prowtos is better 
dentonstrsied oh a tdei elope. 

Mel Br0»k». tesa a player than a 
iqiectaole, easily the most excitable 
celebrity {dayer. Friends say his 
scripts must be written on the 
tennis court. Svery emotion 
comes out. Laughtor, tears, even 
tossing a racket through a 
window if he loses apotot. 




Halt, hr hm 
Caesars palace 
UrHonta Carla, 
where they caa 
makeUeIr 
teams fantasies 
came 
lrue...Even 
PresMemanh 
Mrs Reagan 
gfckehagthe 
hattgasyear, 
hosting the fhst 
gro/celebrity 
toumarnemaa 
the White House 












xuiworaxtertotibtagBii^, plokiogil; 
up witb rooevlrad vii^br ii<^ke& be 
aod Ainritraj app^^ 

togeiher.in the JameeBcmd movie 
Oot(y»xa^. Amritre^ si^ lt$Doce 
tirlM Vei 7 haxdt hOadbad theaaml^ 
et tbe Mcm^€axto lomu^ 
odlebi^eymt, imdie^^dvvaani 

I4A|Hi ■rItfpM. As 

Xilaper at 7® ssyoft^ 
Mqrwhfw.di^ JIdha „ 

jppimbteae'Ag^ fl«st'.eBtfttddtb •'! 
aaegUeoetcaiiPie.‘liabfrofca 
good voUejr. dddcdila uunaual Itar 
aodeteity plagrsr.” xiotea Heston 
K e mmii t tm j f m r a , Tajtas hi a teniiia 
•oaaciou^ hein^eeliivtth^^ 
penobii fSQy4^ Seen desi^^ 
bietwnM ooiirtlaAel to rival 

ihelisirtqCteto Oeoutacy <3«b. 
Wttb 1^ bndo^. widesi&oe 




dw'<ta#js#<i¥-. 


and. 'neoct toAlab'S^ihff/tias' ^'. 

|m3ibably:ociaM^ 

tennis tlumtaii|r*o«Mi7i3r.I^ 


.f I?: > .♦ »<ty IfT -. 


iMKiMsiotul i^sarer^ 
flnaopetbeCdUefl^ate-HBU cdr 
faaneat Atbena, < 3 eca!|^ 

CsileMWA's^ Ha b c r t 
INtesitt. gnsMbnoui^y ttcB Best. 
Aoti^liicto Aewrdf- Beware 
stmly^Mt^lneoodipttS' 

oaQsg^lateiteiiiiiis Mid retaina 
flsaekerlaollE atUaUo fkmii. DUVall 
oomWtMBS t>eril^Mbi*eimefetolltBS 
{babasahsantifUlaval liicikhand 
aarbic) vvUib aflgiitorfs 
detsmiaatioAtowia. 'WbsI 
toiigh. lieW'l&irk str eet at 


^'.' rk*/^ W 1’^ 11 


JoimPUN^endBoibOa^ 


-eMIU4si^BU^ .'..., 


amarlijMg ^. Jubteii friend BtU 
^bert: iDioiva jhlm 95 TBOze 

and iM aJmmps oeaie to the oourt 
widi a pretl;^ jdri * 

H at e r s MmU tmni. A tsfty. Onai, 
eoreiwocanpetftar. A natural. > 


The Women 


J'larretnNaasdl.FkdEad-upa . 

;'iaoimta deoadeAiP'aad''«ita^ 


-*J <:p » af .< ■ ■* s I 1 c F. 


qpuQk. Atidstid'lilSr’ns^^ 
adeide a etronif two4ianddd 
hadkhKid. Jdanageetohe 
oennpetitive and Hemlniiia. 

JLlmdm Etmma. A beginner, and ; . 
Invariably dasoribed as a |daper ' 
who’s as graoeftil and elegant as 
she’s portrayBdon ‘Dyna^.’’ 
got a part on 'I^yxuuBty.' Fd be bc|t' 
personal ooaob.” seys Jcdiaa ' V° 

Kriek. ■' , 

mrm»ko8M0l0a* ' "' 
QranddaiigbtercdibriBertfB. .: ' 
oi Mm | d onFianBleX;j^^ biaiy v. 
not have inheitted fpiandi^^ - 
''^iialenti butgot'tatl eAtibuitiat^ie|if^ 

; ;the game. .’rboaghabfqpini^,>;''’ >; 
gamely idays in diarityeeabiti^ 
vfltergflfl^s.Seebfini^^ei^ 
in the ocmpsnycdtenxde prosed ' 
an omnipresent supportnr of 
tennis benefits and toUEnanumts. 
e^pent a year in Oaiiltarnia homing 
her baseline game.'’StiU,” says 
onS:pro. ’’riMtlocdis better t^lhe 
eovurorCtosnio.” 

Ci^hg tw CWH^t-Haslpog. 
been the woman to bast on Ike. 
celebrity oirooiit, and geneiaily 
.attmowtodgedlnbe^hBadedd 
sbiwtbla ro jaiovetfas dompeiditaNB^ > 

CnuAiy oemopetad at Wimbledon in . 
the eeven months She spenton the 
pro tour beftae deriding ts go . 
back to aobori. Still retains bar 
' oon;^periti1S|^ale,lKHi^SQ^^ 
wfadEsd bsdtihand, eerveSnd' 
inmervh^ ke. Often pknsd in dis.t^ 
nwn^ division at celebrity 
toumamsnts. 


lOsyarwto 
' never ssyet 


nibr winnemand- 
rirsserstohttwttn < 
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C ONTINUING from 
where we’d left off 
last week, it’s still 
proportion that 
we're into. If you’re 
going through all that 
trouble of working out, 
then you might as well 
look your best. Pay too 
much attention to your 
upper body and you’ll 
get top heavy. Do 
likewise with the legs 
and you’ll be carting a 
frail underdeveloped 
torso around on 
tree-trunk legs. 

And once you really 
get serious about your 
body, it’s even opposing 
muscle groups that have 
to be worked in 
synchronisation. 

As bodybuilding 
champion Rich Gaspari 
explains “Muscles work, 
generally spieaking, in 
pairs—one pulling, one 
pushing. When one 
muscle group is much 
: stronger than its 
' opposing muscle group, 
you have a muscle 
imbalance. Let me give 
I you a specific example 
Ux) many guys in the 
gym are bench-press 
junkies. Not that there’s 
anything wrong with 
the bench-press; it’s just 
that that’s about all they 
do! You’ve seen 
them—shoulders 
stooped forward as they 
walk around. 

"This hunching 
occurs because the front 
of the shoulders, the 
anterior deltoids, are far 
more developed than the 
posterior deltoids and 
upper back muscles. So 
bench-press junkies 
suffer from 
asymmetrical deltoid 
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development, post\jral 
changes like round 
shoulders, and become 
predisposed to shoulder 
injuries, 

“Biceps and triceps, 
quadriceps arid 
hamstrings, abdominals 
and lower back are all 
examples of muscle 
groups that should te 
developed together for 
the best l(X)king and 
most injury resistant 
physique ’ 

“It’s act ually a 
problem that stems from 
the comfort factor If 
you’ve got strong¬ 


looking for proportion, 
buddy. If you’re only 
after impressing the 
opposite sex, then a 
couple of extra sets on 
the biceps won’t do any 
harm. But your body 
symmetry is bound to 
suffer. 

Give the smaller 
muscles their share of 
flex and pump. After all, 
they’re the ones that 
make the vital 
difference Look at it 
this way: anyone willing 
to spend a couple of 
hours in the gym will be 
able to stretch a sleeve to 
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roportion 


shoulders to start off 
with, bencih presses are 
no sweat Thei-efore. 
every tune you walk into 
the gym. it’s straight for 
the bench you head On 
the other hand, if you’ve 
got weak shoulders, 
t hen you’ll avoid the 
bench like the plague, 
right? So not only ave 
you weaker genetically 
on those txxlyparts, you 
actually neglect them 
too. Small wonder, then. 
that you’re looking a 
little lopsided. 

’We also have the 
tendency to pay more 
attention to the bigger 
muscles. Hey, if it’s the 
biceps that draw the 
attention, then why not 
pump them a little extra, 
right? Well, not if you’re 




busting point. But not 
all of them can proudly 
tear off that tee-sliirt 
and flaunt his 
washboard abs or wow 
the neighbourhood as he 
struts in his shorts to 
show off his sculpted 
calves 

If you’re still not 
convinced, here’s a tip 
from Barry De Mey, .yet 
another bigwig in the 
world of bodybuilding 
“Train your weakest 
body part first, when 
your energy and 
enthusiasm are highest. 
A high degree of 
training intensity builds 
muscle, and your 
intensity can only be 
great when ycur energy 
is high.” 

Basically, what we’re 
trying to drum into you 
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is tliat the entire body 
has to get its fair share 
of twist, turn, pump, 
strain, pull, bend and 
flex. Not only will it 
provide great 
proportion, you’ll also be 
stasdng away from 
injury. 

So don’t lay off the 
weaker bodyparts just 
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because it hurts to work 
out those muscles. Not 
only will ♦^hey suffer in 
comparison to the 
stronger areas of > our 
musculature, you’ll also 
look horribly 
imbalanced. Keep 
hitting those problem 
areas and you’ll be the 
one looking better for it. • 









MEN-IN-POWER SERIES III 

Simon Barnes meets the men who wield power in sport. This week: Jean- 
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He is a man of 
huge passions, 
huge appetite 
for work, vile 
temper and 
elephantine 
charm. He is 
preposterous, 
naive, 
visionary, 
brilliant, 
shrewd, 
effective, 
exasperating 
and sublimely 
batty. In other 
ways he is 
utterly 
repelling. All 
reactions to 
Balestre are 
enormous and 
contradictory. 





K president will see you now. ” The president! Not Mr 

mK Chairman, not a mere official or boss-person, we are 

talking presidents, as in President Bush or President 
de Gaulle. Nothing less. These power-brokers of sport 
really do see themselves as heads of state; world lead- 
HBi ers; masters of the universe 

This particular Monsieur le President has an office on La Place de la 
Concorde. Ilis style of delivery features long, rolling oratoiical phrases 
and dramatic, hanging pauses: a method reminiscent of, perhaps even 
consciously copied from. General de Gaulle “I have no nationality. I have 
forgotten my nationality. I am above nationalities. I am truly a world 
president. 1 work as best I can for the general good." You can't argue with 
facts like that 

This is Jean-Mane Balestre. He is president of FISA, the organisation 
that runs world motor sport He is also president of FIA, the world body 
for all the national motoring associations (like the AA). Both organisa¬ 
tions are personal autocracie-s against severe competition. Balestre is 
regarded as the most autocratic ruler in sport and also the most deeply 
eccentric 

He is a man of huge passions, huge appetite for work, vile temper and 
elephantine charm. He is preposterous, naive, visionary, brilliant, 
shrewd, effective, exasperating and sublimely batty In some ways he is 
utterly repelling: 1 liked him enormously All reactions to Balestre are 
enormous and contradictory. 

How loathsome it would be to work for him. Our interview was inter¬ 
rupted by a bawling-out of his press secretary and, later, of another 
president who accidentally intruded, a president who, eminent enough in 
his own organisation, was just another office boy in Balestre’s domain. 
Balestre is not a man frightened at the thought of making enemies. 

His gift for communication is enormous. My own French is not quite 
black belt standard, but I foilowod every word he spoke. Indeed, I hung on 
his lips. He is a compe-lling man: “.hi suis centre le star system. Je suis 
contre le show business. I am very much against both these things, and 
when the journalists write about Formula One as a circus, 1 am very 
annoyed. I believe that sport comes above all commercial interests, parti¬ 
cularly motor sport.” 

This is the moment for the smart journalist to interject that Formula 
One IS the most money-obsessed sport in the world. The motor industry is 
one of the largest in the world, and motor racing is its showcase. The 
tobacco industry is equally colossal, motor racing is its billboard. But you 
can't interject when Balestre is talking: as well stop a charging rhino with 
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egocentricity 
is so open, so 
naked, it is 
almost 
endearing. If 
you don’t nave 
to work with 
it. He is a man 
of 

phenomenal 
energy, 
phenomenal 
drive, not to 
mention 
phenomenal 
courage. He 
had a triple 
bj^ass 
operation in 
1989, was 
back at his 
desk within 13 
days. Ill 
health has not 
stopped, him, 
scarcely 
slowed him 
down 



a well-timed quip Besides, he anticipated the question. 

“There are huge budgets in motor sport, hundreds of millions of 
pounds. Always there is a clash of intei-est, and the federation must make 
a stand. Done: sport must take precedence over money. And so it is the 
responsibility of the president to establish regulations which must ensure 
an equal chance for every participant,” 

Perhaps that means that if you are too good, you find trouble. Certadnly 
Ayrton Senna, Nigel Mansell and also Ron Dennis, of McLaren, might 
think so. Senna and MoI.^ren will forever feel that Balestre robbed them of 
the world drivers’ championship in 1989 through a disqualification. 
Balestre’s intensely personal style of leadership turns all rows into person¬ 
al feuds. 

His egocentricity is so open, so naked, it is almost endearing. If you 
don’t have to work with it. "It is a very important thing for the president 
himself to be good 'I’o be ciedible and reliable Ti iistworthy. If such a 
thing is established, we can be very successful ” 

He is a man of jihonomenal energy, phenonien.ii drive, not to mention 
phenomenal courage. He had a triple hyp.uss opei-atifin in 1989. was back 
at his desk within 13 days 111 health has not stopped him, scarcely slowed 
him down He was a journalist once, though not like any journalist 1 have 
ever worked with 

"Wc began woth three jitioplti in a small room with £300 in our pockets. 
We did everythiiig journalism, management, sweeping the floor. We 
created i1 witli much energy, much work. muLli intelligence We started 
with throe pt-Kiple and one paper When I left, we had 14,000 employees, 
including 3,000 jourr.alist.s, 4.5 titles, 14 printing.slKip.s. three advertising 
agencies and ,50 radio stations And I left to take up the presidency of 
FISA " 

Balestre was involved m the formation ut'FISAm 19'7 h He has fought 
endless wars, skirmishes and duels, most notably with the Formula One 
Constructors’ Association And l'V)rmula One still mmvhes from strength 
to strength after the Olynupics and footoall it is the biggest moneyspin- 
nei’ in sport. 

That makes FISAthe tlni-d most powerful body in world sport."FISAis 
my child You are necessarily mot ivat.ed to look after your child I am very 
sentimental And 1 have a great affection for the people who risk their 
lives The gi'eat champions ila so/tf Irs phia pures chevaliers de lajeunes- 
se des temps mcKierners Tradmsez hwn ca." he added to the interpreter. 


JEAN-MARIE BALESTRE:CAREER HIGHLIGHTS 


Esriy Clfifr: 193t: sub-editor and reporter. Droitede Fiere (.journal of the 
International League Against Racism). 1942: Resistance volunteer. 
AAflllnlltlltlVI cartel: 1952; Founder, Federation Francaise du Sport Auto¬ 
mobile (French Motor Sport Federation). 1984: joint founder and secret¬ 
ary genei‘al. Syndicat National des Automobilistes {National Motorists’ 
Association), 1973: president. French Motor Sport Federation. 1979; 
president. Federation International du Sport AufomobiJeiInternational 
Motor Sport Federation). SiflGC 1985: president, Federation Interna¬ 
tionale de L’AutomobiJe (International Automobile Federation) 






"They are the purest krufj'hts of the youth of moflern times." .s)io said 
Doesn't sound the same in Koglisli d 'esn't .sound Itie same when not 
thundered out by Mon,sieur ie Pi-esideii! 'Nuns .somnie sii/ie rivihsation 
automobile." he saiii "The tweiitietli ceiiiurv is llie (■(■iilurv of ttio auto¬ 
mobile. Every schoolboy dreams of his first rar And P'ornuila One is the 
spearhead of the industry 

“There are fin constructors of car.s in tfic ontire world There ai'e 36 of 
them who are members of FISA scorn mission, and 32 take part in FISA 
championships. Why''-’ Because it is the (ircat ctianci' to sta^'e ^i-and battles 
and to win great cominercaal battles They v.aiit victnric-s in cham¬ 
pionships and to sell cars ” 

This great contradictum hovers behind the words of all spo.'ts power- 
brokers. We must keep eoinnierr lalisni out of sport, they .say. never failing 
to add that their sport's incoino could buy and .soil nations Sport provides 
beauty and excitement to billion.^ of people across the world i cumulative 
total of 17 billion watched flrand Prix racing in lObu Bale.st re says “And 
on that evidence it is the most important sport in the world " By that 
reckoning, incidentally, or not incidentally. Balestre i.s the most impor¬ 
tant man in sport. 


Balestre, a man who does 
not compromise. His 
intensely personal style of 
leadership turns ail rows 
into personal feuds. Ayrton 
Senna can easily testify to 
that 
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FISA it Balettre’s baby and 
therafora ha draams for it 
lika any parant would. High 
and lofty draams 



Sport 
provides 
beauty and 
excitement to 
billions of 
people across 
the world: a 
cumulative 
total of 17 
billion 
watched 
Grand Prix 
racing in 1990, 
Balestre says: 
“And on that 
evidence it is 
the most 
important 
sport in the 
world,” By 
that 

reckoning, 
incidentally, 
or not 

incidentally, 
Balestre is the 
most 

important 
man in sport. 




These power-brokers earn their lofty position in the world at large 
through the ptjpulanty of thoir sport, and the money that popularity can 
generate But Balestre, like all piower-brokers, insists on the need to keep 
sport free of the sordid business of the market place The paradox is 
overwhelming Sport is not about money, no: but power in sixirt has a very 
great deal to do with the vast sums of money television exposure can bring 
in 

And there is still more sport has a huge intangible value to politicians 
as well as to men of business If you seize control of a major sport, you 
have one of the most satisfactory bases for power and inlluence readily 
available in a democratic stx;icty—or an undemocratic one. 

“1 still have dreams". Balestre said “I would like to establish a Grand 
I’rix here in l..a Place de la Concorde and along the Champs Elysoes ” The 
problem is the cobbles, you need to cover the cobbles for the race and then 
remove the covering after the race. French tradition would not permit 
^^i.Vthing less 

“Second dream, a race in the Red Squa’ e in Moscow 'I’hiid dream: to 
make the sports car iihampionship as successful as F'ormula One." He is a 
restless, insatiable man- an unstoppable man. too “One more hope. I hope 
to do the same interview with you again in 1 o years' time ” Balestre would 
then be 78 There are plenty of people to tell him: vive le president. 

COURTESY THE LONDON TIMES 

Next Week: Philippe Chatrier 
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C ONTINUING with 
the kata, face the 
same direction as 
you pull the right 
leg back and go into 
tsuru-ashi dachi or the 
crane stance. Then, look 
to your right as the 
right fist is placed on the 
left fist. Now deliver a 
yoko~giri with the right 

leg even as the right 


hand performs an 
uraken-uchi. Bring the 
feet together and go m 
the opposite direction 
with a kukutsu dachi. 
Follow this up with 
three steps forward, left 
leg first, while the 
hands perform 
mawashhukis with each 
step. 

By Shivaji Ganguly 
Kyokuahinkaikan karate 

PHOTOOHAPHS RAMAN BHAIXA 


Step forward with the 
left leg and perform a left 
mawaahi—uki. Follow thia 
up with two more steps 
forward, with mawashi* 
ukis (as shown In inset) 
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S TILL trying to 
shed the excess 
weight that you 
had put on over the 
year end Pu zzled at ' 
how your body is not 
I responding to the 
seemingly torturous 
programme you've been 
putting it to? Well folks, 
don’t Jose heart yet. This 
week we are providing 
you with all the info 
you've wanted on how to 
fight body fat and win.... 

We supptjse we don’t 
have to start all over 
again, as to how 
inactivity breeds 
obesity. But 
nevertheless a word 
about how exercise 
works for the body 
Exercise generates heat, 
burns calories, and at 
the same time, turns on 
the metabolic; furnace. 
This is why wc feel so 
gocxl after exercising. 

In a society where 
automation is the 
password, physical 
exertion has taken a 
bac;k-seat and the end 
result is an overweight 
majority with soft, 
underdeveloiied muscles 
that are not geared to 
fulfill the maximum 
metalxilic potential. 
Contraction of muscles 
generate heat as 
hydroc'arbons from the 
fcxxl are proc.-’essed. 
Oxygen burns the 
hydrcx;arbons to carbon 
dioxide and water, and 
as a result energy is 
released The muscles 
actually convert less 
than 25 C 1 . of the energy 
into mechanical energy. 
The rest is released as 
heal. Du ring exercising 
or strenuous physical 
activity, blcxx! flow 
through the skin 
increases and this 
explains the healthy 
flush that accompianies 
exercising. The skin 
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also acts as the natural 
air conditioner of the 
body—it lets out sweat, 
the evaporation of which 
lowers the temperature 
of the body. 

If the energy used 
exceeds the calories 
provided by one’s diet, 
the brain stimulates one 
to eat more. In this way 
the brain helps you to 
maintain a stable body 
weight. Other than 
burning calories, 
exercise also creates a 
craving for calories to be 
put in, to replace the 
calories burnt. 

Reducing calorie intake 
shuts down the energy 
system and decreases 
heat production. 

If toth methods 
(eating and exercising) 
are used sensibly, then 
the body maintains a 
more or less constant 
weight. If you override 
the brain’s stimulus to 
eat more, through sheer 
will power, you will lose 
weight. If you limit your 
calorie intaJce and follow 
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questions that you 
always wanted an 
answer to, but never got 
a satisfactory one. How 
many calories does an 
exercise regimen burn? 
Actually this question 
has no ready answer 
because the energy 
burned for various 
activities have always 
been measured over a 
short time span, 
whereas real effects on 
the metabolic balance 
last much longer. 

A good method to 
estimate the work done 
during a workout is to 
use your heart rate. This 
is closely related to the 
amount of blood the 
heart is pumping at a 
particulv time. The 
goal is to increase the 
work of the heart, 
making it deliver more 
blood to provide more 
oxygen, to the working 
muscles. The muscles 
need the oxygen to act 
on the fuel 
(hydrocarbons) to 
release energy. As your ■ 
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a vigorous exercise 
pattern at the same time, 
you will cause a negative 
calorie balance, and 
make yourself 
susceptible to the ills of 
under-nutrition. 

Now to one of the 


level of fitness improves, 
you can do more and 
more work to achieve 
the same heart rate. 

Even a small amount 
of physical activity will 
increase the heat 
production and oxygen 


usage. How long and 
how much the energy 
requirement is 
increased is totally a 
ftmction of how long 
and how vigorous one’s 
exercise programme is. 
Rookies with a low level 
of fitness, cannot 
exercise at a high level 
for long. As the fitness 
level Increases, the 
levels of energy 
requirements after 
exercise also increase. 
This is why you see 
bodybuilders devouring 
mountains of food and 
yet not putting on 
weight in the wrong 
places. 

But if you are inactive 
and simply reduce the 
calorie intake then you 
will lose body protein. 
Sounds like a novel way 
to lose weight, doesn’t 
it? But in the bargain 
you might also end up 
losing some heart 
muscle. Frightening? 

The only safe way to 
lose those excess kilos is 
to follow a regular 
exercise programme. 
But exercise done in bits 
and spurts does no good. 
Develop an exercise 
schedule and stick to it. 
Toil it out and the 
resiilts will be evident. 

Complementing a 
healthy diet with your 
exercise programme is 
squally important. Also 
make sure that you 
follow an overall 
exercise programme so 
that some muscles do 
not enlarge at the 
expense of others that 
are losing protein. Low 
intensity exercises like 
walking is one of the 
best antidotes to obesity. 
Don’t Just try to lose 
kilos, try changing your 
body combination to 
look and d^Einitely feel 
better. • 










What happens when a 
Bombay hospital wants to 
set up a Sports and 
Fitness Clinic? They rope 
in the superstars from the 
sporting arena and the 
stars from the glitzy world 
of showbiz, that's what! 

Offering all the facilities of a modern 
gym, an aerobics and yoga room, sauna 
and steam sections, electrotherapy and 
pain relief facilities, this will be available 
to all fitness enthusiasts as well as 

hardcore athletes 
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Far left: Sachin Tendulkar has by now 
got more used to the Bombay beat, He 
was only too happy to be 
photographed with Pakistan cricketer 
Moshin Khan. 

Top: Others present were (from left) 
Vinod Kamble, Manjrekar, 
Azharuddin, actress Madhuri Dixit, 
'bad man' of the silver screen Amrish 
Puri and film director Subho'-h Ghai 
Below: The more sober 'Gabber 
Singh'Amjad Khan jocularly 
addressing the guests at the nite. With 
him on the dias are actress Neelarn 
and cricketer Kapil Dev 
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Top Left: Yet another group who pose in front 
of the cameraman (from left); Manjrekar, 
Tendulkar, music director Laxmikant, singer 
Suresh Wodkor, Maine Pyar Kiya's romeo 
Salman Khan and singer Manhas Udhas 
Below; Sanjay Manjrekar enjoys such shows 
and is a competent gazal singer. Amrito Singh 
and Amjad Khan listen attentively 
Left below: Discussing a point ore organising 
secretary and Indian cricket team 
physiotherapist Dr Ali Irani and chairperson 
Dimple Kapadia who of course needs no 
introduction 
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T liERE was Subhas 

Agrawal—and then there 
were the others. It was, as 
simple as that. For once 
the 57thNational Billiards 
t'hanipionship really got going, in 
1 Calcutta it became quite evident 
j that there was little the others 
j could do to stop the 42-year-old 
: from winning his third title. Their 
I fight was restricted to the second 
I S^lOt 

! Yet. the week-long 
I championship produced quite a 
I few surprises and some absorbing 
I billiards There were moments 
j when even the "impossible” might 
I J list be achieved—that Agrawal 
j would be relegated down the 
I ladder. 

i T1 1 ere was defending champion 
! a lid top seed Ashok Shandilya, 

I lurking alarmingly close, and 
! always threatening to break into 
! the league where Agrawal 
: reigned Then there was Sonic 
i Mu Hai ti and his voracious 
I a ppetite for the big breaks and tall 
; set ires. 

The defending juniors 
champion and the third seed in 
j the seniors event, Multani, was 
shocked in his opening match by 
Irfan Mirva of Railways but came 
back with a vengeance. He went 
on to record the highest total 
(11,29), the highest break (253) 
find the biggest margin of victory 


top table play. As the matches got 
longer—three hours in the 
pre-quarter finals and four in the 
quarters- this streak of 
inconsistency became a major 
hurdle for the youngster from 
Gujarat. In the quarter finals 
against Mathew Thomas of 
Kerala, after getting the ball 
rolling his way, with a break of 
261 on the second visit he lost the 



(791) in the group-league stage. 
But in the euphoria, a very crucial 
trait in his game was being 
overlooked. 

Multani had long stretches 
between his big breaks and he 
added almost nothing to his total 
Every now and then he would 
slump into these spells of relative 
inactivity even when he dazzled 
with his clean potting and delicate 


match ( J 074-1035). The only 
century break (109) of the match 
also came from Multani! Multani’s 
dejection was compounded the 
very next day he lost to Irfan, 
again, in a 5-8 placings match. 

Then, there was Devendra 
Joshi. In his first appearance in 
the billiards nationals the 
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24-year-old beat the out-off-form 
fourth seed, Arvind Savur, in his 
first match and then kept 
improving with every match till 
he toppled Shandilya in the 
semi-finals. Many eyebrows were 
raised after that 888-point 
(2069-1181) defeat of the top seed 
but it came as no surprise to Joshi. 
"Subhas (Agrawal) is in a class by 
himself, the next four are of the 
same standard," Anyone can win 
in a match against them if the ball 
is rolling his way on that 
particular day,” was all that Joshi 
had to say about the win. 

In the semi-final, Joshi had 
Shandilya by the jugular from the 
word ‘go’ Breaks of 114 (second 
visit), 127 (12th), 244 (22nd). 154 
(37th) and 189 (40th) had Joshi 
going into the second session with 
a huge buffer of 6663 points 
(1220-557). Joshi now, qiaite 
predictably, got into the spoiling 
act. As the pot-white-double-baulk 
was repeatedly resorted to. 
Shandilya ran out of solution. His 
game fell apart and he managed 
just one century break in the four 
hours of the match- -a 110 on the 
6let visit. Joshi won convincingly 
at, 2012-1128. 

In the other semi-final. Agrawal 
just steamrolled past Thomas, 
winning by a staggering 1377 
point margin (2352-975 after 87 
visits each). Agrawal set off with a 
break of 291 from his fifth visit 
and followed it up a 303 on his 
16th and a 125 on the 17th. Before 
the first session had ended, he had 
added five more century 
breaks-—118 on the 36th visit, 103 
on the 40th, 111 on the 4let, 211 
on the 47th and 140 on the 57th. 
Thomas just buckled tinder this 
barrage. The highest break he 
produced in the match was a 64 on 
the 77th visit, while Agrawal 
added another century (119) after 
the interval. 

The final was over as a contest, 
even before it was oiie-houi- old. 
Agrawal spent 32 minutes at the 
table on his fifth visit as he ran up 
a break of620 ending it with the 
pot-white-double-baulk. In a 
superb exhibition of oue-ball 
control, Agrawal had Joshi’s 
white glued to the top cushion 
behind the red spot for long spells 
as he launched into a series of 


HOW THEY 


1. SUBHAS AGRAWAL <RLYS) 

2. DEVENDRA JOSHI (RLYS) 

3. ASHOK SHANDILYA (RLYS) 

4. MATHEW THOMAS (KERAU) 

5. IRFAN MIRZA (KERALA) 

6. SONIC MULTANI (GUJARAT) 

7. SHYAMJAGTIANI (RLYS) 

8. ALOK KUMAR (PUNJAB) | 


postman knocking and red 
potting, only occasionally having 
to play an in-off to again work 
into the ideal top-table position. At 
376 he had hearts stop for a 
moment when the red, coaxed j 
with the most delicate of touches , 
towards pocket no. 4, stood | 

tantalisingly on its edges before 
rolling in. 

Joshi, mermerised like the 
others watching at the YMCA hall, 
went seven visits after this 
without a point. Then Agrawal 
produced a 382 on the 23rd but 
Joshi showed great character by 
immediately replying with a 
break of 415, his highest in 
tournament play. It was 1362-532 
at the interval. 

Agrawal continued his prolific 
scoring in the second session (117 
on 28th. 105 on 31st, 166 on 45th) 
and, though Joshi managed 
breaks of 133 (40th) and 155 
(60th) it was all over bar the 
shouting. 

Even though Agrawal won by a | 
2442-1205 margin, it was a 
memorable final in terms of the 
quality of billiards produced by 
both. 

Among the other surprises in 
the meet, was also the bowing out 
of Savur before the knockout 
stage. The fourth seed overcame 
Achint Verma of Punjab 619-617 
in a nerve raking finish but it 
became evident by then that Savur 
was not himself at the tabic. 

Shyam Jagtiani was 
progressing smoothly before he 
met Agrawal in the quarters. He 
could take solace in the fact that 
he had the most competitive 
match against Agni'awal. 

Arup Chattorje* 


Season Of 
Pro 


T he Hanji Trophy season of the 
year can truly be termed as the 
season of protests. It also broug’ht 
to the forefront some aspects that 
have to be looked into immediately 
by the admministrators of the 
frame in the country. How can 
India produce match winnlngr 
bowlers when the matches at 
home are played on dead wickets? 
Any quotient rule will have its 
ugly repurcussions on the game, 
whether it is based on runs per 
wicket or on runs per over. If 
India has to do well in the 
international arena, then the 
wickets will certainly have to be 
made more sporting, where at 
least some result can be arrived at. 
C. PARTHA, 

Bangalore. 


niHE idea of India holding the 
A World Cup soccer (snippets, 
20-26 Feb ’91) was really weird, 
and one could not help scoffing at 
the idea. We should at least try to 
raise our standards in the Asian 
level. The drubbing we got from 
PSV Eindhoven is still fresh in our 
memories. Secondly even if the 
final is given to an Asian country, 
then it should be given to South 
Korea, for its representation in 
the World Cup final round. Even 
USSR is a better exponent of the 
game. If we bid for the World Cup 
we shall surely be making 
ourselves the laughing stock of 
the world. And the spectators in 
the country will also have to bear 
the pain of seeing some one-sided 
matches. 

S. SURESH. 

Madurai. 

Extraordinary! 

* USTRALIAN cricket has indeed 
ncome a long way. In 1983 they 
even lost to Zimbabwe in the 
World Cup It has been a long and 
painful journey for the Aussies 
and the man responsible for this is 
none other than Allan Border. He 
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has moulded a side that, with 
considerable ease, defeated most 
of the cricket playing nations in 
the world, leave West Indies. If 
they can manage to do so, ttien 
surely they* will put to rest any 
doubt about their being the best 
cricketing nation. 

RONNIE aUHA. 

Jamabedpur. 


Excellent! 


IflIHE article on Allan Border, 
Jl(13-19 February ’91)by Peter 
Roebuck was excellent. One was 
reminded of Chandrashekhar 
while reading the article. The 
series between Australia and West 
Indies is a closely awaited one, 
and for Allan Border it will be the 
fight of a lifetime. Finally. 
Pataudi's articles, however rare 
they are, are always welcome. 

B.S. VI8HWANATH. 

Bangalore. 


ftaUFeneliig 


A NEW game has come into 
/•existence in oxir country, called 
‘field fencing'. The country 
witnessed the thrilling spectacle 
during a recent cricket match, 
between two top teams in the 
country. The basic rules of the 
game are: 

1) There shall be two players 
while some others act as helpers. 

2) One player shoxild be 
properly protected (helmet, 
gloves, p^s, abdomen guard et 
al). 

3) The rest of the players should 
excite the player with some gentle 
verbal abuse (sledging), while the 
unpadded player should play the 
role of the main stimulant 

4) The protected player should 
be excited enough to make a 
physical display at the other 
player who picks up a wooden 
stick planted in the ground and 
mns after the first player. 

5) The players should leave the 
whole area unguarded so that the 
spectators get a good view. 

6) Points are awarded for the 
number of effective blows planted 
by each player. 

7) The whole process is repeated 
with players exchanging the 
roles. 

The main exponents of this 
game- - Rashid Patel and Raman 
Lamba—should travel round the 
country to make this sport 
popular all over the country. Who 
knows, this might even replace 
cricket in the near future? 
ROHITKAPOOR, 

Calcutta. 


Pages 10-11 and 12-13 of our 
issue dated 6/3/91 were 
interchanged making the story 
‘Promises To Keep’ appear 
disjointed. The error is regretted. 



The cover photograph of Sunil 
Qavaakar on the cover of this 
issue is by Gautam Patole. The 
poster photograph is by 
Moinuddin Hameed. 























Challenge Yourself 



When i was a youngster m first 

PRACTICE GROUND WAS MY SCHOOL 
LONG - JUMP PIT. 

n ONLY AFTER 1 HAD HIT 20 

BALLS INTO THE SAND FROM 
100 YARDS WOULD I ALLOW 
MYSELF TO STOP. 


THIS IS THE BEST KIND OF PRaCTICE- 
ALWAYS POT YOURSELF UNDER 
PRESSURE AS THAT IS WHAT YOU 
WILL HAVE TO FACE ON THECOURSE. 
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Turn Shoulders after Lay Off 


During a layoff from golf you 

SOON LOSE FLEXIBILITY 
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YOU COME BACK 
LESS ABLE TO 
MAKE A FULL 
SWING. MAKE 
SURE THAT 
BEFORE YOUR 
RETURN YOU 
TAKE TIME TO 
MAKE SOME 
SWINGS FOCUSING 
ONLY ON A FULL 
SHOULDER TURN. 






THAT WILL STRETCH 
I THOSE UNDERUSED 
) GOLFING MUSCLES. 


OiST BY ASIA flATURtt 


Play One Ball Against Another 
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COMPETITIVE PRACTICE 16 ALWAYS BETTER THAN SIMPLY STANDING 
ON THE RANGE BEATING BALLS INTO OBLIVION. IF THECOURSE 
ISOUIET. HIT TWO BALL5, PLAYING ONE 
AGAINST THE OTHER. THAT WILL fmmL 
INTRODUCE SOME TENSION INTO f 
WHAT WOULD OTHERWISE BE A gmM 
ROUTINE GAME. 
















MADRAS 


' Nathmal Matlilon 


I T’S the newest sport gaining 
popularity in the country and if 
the conduct of the inaugural 
National championship at Madras 
last month is any indication, then 
triathlon is here to stay. 

A combination of swimming, 
cycling and running, triathlon is 
already popular in the USA and 
the headquarters of the 
International Triathlon Union is 
in California. In India, it is very 
much a fledgling sport. The I 
Indian Triathlon federation was 
formed in late 1989 and the 
honour of staging the first 
national championship was given 
to the Tamil Nadu Triathlon 
Association (TNTA). 

The response was so 
encouraging that the organisers 
overshot the Rs four lakhs budget 
by a fair amount. The TNTA 
initially expected only around 150 
entries, but the final figure was 
somewhere in the region of 220. 

For the meet, there were entries 
from 15 states, three Union 
territories and five Service 
organisations (the Coast Guard, 
Border Security Force, Indian 
Navy, Services Sports Control 
Board and Central Industrial 
Security Force). Services Sports 
Control Board and Central 
Industrial Security Force). 

The senior event was an 
Olympic distance event which 
consists of a one and a half 
kilometre sea swim, 40 kilometres 
cycling and 10 kilometres 
1 ‘unning. Those participating in 
the junior and sub-junior events 
of course had to do much less. In 
the former category, the distances 
were one kilometre swimming, 10 
kilometres cycling and two 
kilometres running. And in the 
latter category, the distances were 
half kilometre swimming, six 
kilometres cycling and one 
kilometre running. 

Triathlon is bloody hard work. 
Imagine swimming in the choppy 
waters of the sea for one and a 
half-kilometres, then immediately 
go off on a 40 kilometre fast cycle 



Karunakaran la all smiles after 
becoming the men’s champion 
in the national triathlon 
championships 

ride and right after that run for 
10 kilometres. Just thinking 
about it fires one out, so what . 
about the person who actually 
tries out this tiring routine? Only 
the most utterly dedicated and 
determined youngster can stick to 
the sport for some time and how 
many dedicated and determined 
persons with a singlinindedness 
of purpose are there in this 
country? Against this of course in 
favour of the Triathlon is the fact 
that the participant could excel in 
three things.swimming, cycling 
and running, all as a result of this 
one sport. 

At the end of the weekend event, 
two participants emerged as the 
stars of the show—S. 
Karunakaran, and Farnaz 


Engineer. Two very different 
personalities from two very 
different social backgrounds. 
Karunakaran, a 20-year old youth 
with a bald pate was from the 
fisherfolk community from 
Madras. Farnaz, a sprightly 19 
year-old-second year commerce 
student from Bangalore. And yet 
by the end of the nationals they 
shared one thing in 
common—they were both 
champions. 

Swimming is predictably his 
speciality, but Karunakaran 
trailed Delhi’s Pradeep Rana at the 
end of the first leg. Nor could he 
overtake him in the cycle race. But 
he showed remarkable reserves of 
stamina to flash past Rana in the 
road race. He then never looked 
back and won the combined event 
in one hour, 59 minutes and three 
seconds. Rana finished second, 
six minutes and 30 seconds 





behind. 

Faxnaz’s success had a story 
book touch. She was participating 
in the inter-University Swimming 
championship at Trivandrum and 
only made it to Madras on 
Saturday night. After a few hours 
sleep. Famaz. seemingly bleary 
eyed, was at the Marina beach 
along with other participants. 
Predictably, she trailed 
Maharashtra’s Khushnaz Subedar 
in the swimming event. She took 
over the lead from IChushnaz only 
in the last lap of the cycling event. 
But in the road race, she 
encountered a challenge from her 
Karnataka teammate VT 
Anusuya. Farnaz however held off 
Anusuya and finished first in two 
hours, 24 minutes, 24 seconds. 
Anusuya finished second, one 
minute and 33 seconds behind 
while Khushnaz took third place. 

On the opening day, the jimiors 
hogged the limelight. Rajiv 
Nagpal of BSF in the j unior boys; 
NR Suneeta of Tamil Nadu in the 
Junior girls, Rahul 
Ramachandran of Tamil Nadu in 
the sub-junior boys and C 
Amudha of Tamil Nadu in the 
sub-junior girls events took the 
respective individual titles. 

Karnataka who sent in the 
biggest entry—36 
competitors—won the overall 
team championship with 99 
points. The men’s team 
championship was claimed by 
Maharashtra while the women’s 
team title was teiken by CISF. 
Karnataka won both the junior 
boys and junior gfirls team titles. 

One last point; The nationals 
i received the corporate 
sponsorship of five Madras based 
companies—MRF, Chemplast, 
Rane group, Shaw Wallace and TI 
Cycles. Big industrial house 
generally con<e forward to 
sponsor major sporting events 
and by extending sponsorship to 
the fledgling sport of 
triathlon—remember this was the 
first national championship—the 
I five companies showed that 
Industrial houses have a major 
role in promoting sport in the 
country. 

Parlsb Ramchand 
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E xhibiting their superiority 
in no uncertain terms. Guru 
Nanak Dev University (GNDU) 
regained the C B Gupta Trophy, 
the symbol of supremacy for the 
All-India Inter-University 
Basketall Championship. Ten 
varsities from all over the country 
participated in the week long 
event conducted by Madras 
University. 

GNDU romped through their 
preliminary matches and in the 
semi final comfortably defeated 
the hosts Madras, 62-51. They had 
an equally facile victory in the 
final defeating South Zone 
champions Calicut, 64-51. 

The final was not all that one 
sided as the final scores suggest, 
though there was no doubting the 
superiority of the GNDU girls. 

The Guru Nanak Dev University 
women’s team were the winners 
of the Ali india inter-University 
basketball 


After trailing 25-37 at half time, 
Calicut inspired by a splendid 
performance by their tall pivot, 
Jeena Jose narrowed the gap 
down to four points (51-55) with 
two minutes left. 

But in those flnal moments, as 
the Calicut score stood stationary, 
GNDU surged ahead with star 
players Prablyyot Kaur and 
Parminder Kaur basketting 
effortlessly from every 
conceivable angle. 

Calicut had entered the final 
with a hard fought 59-53 victory 
over Gandliiji (Kottayam). Hosts 
Madras ultimately took third 
sport by defeating Gandhiji 
64-56. 



T here was a spate of activity in 
Madras thanks to the efforts of 
the Banks Sports Board (Southern 
Region). In a space of four weeks, 
the BSB conducted first the 
Inter-Bank Cricket tournament, 
then the Inter-Bank Football 
tournament and finally the 
Inter-Bank Chess tournament. 
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This should have been followed by 
the hockey tournament, but 
because of certain austerity 
measures adopted by the 
grovernment on account of the 
Gulf war, this could not be 
conducted. Indeed, the chess 
tournament will be the last to be 
held under the auspices of the BSB 
till the austerity measures are 
lifted. 

Several State and national level 
players are employed by banks 
and it was no surprise that the 
I fare witnessed in the three 
competitions was of a higrh order. 
In the cricket event organised by 
Indian Overseas Bank, 16 banks 
participated and after the 
preliminary rounds were over. 
State Bank of India, Canara Bank, 


tiebreaker. 

After the thrills of the two semi 
finals, the final was a rather tame 
affair with State Bank easily 
beating Indian Bank 2-0. Both the 
goals coming in the first half. 
They thus regained the trophy 
they won in the inaugural year at 
Calicut in 1989.-They did not 
participate last year. Reserve 
Bank too third place with a facile 
3-0 victory over SBH 

Relatively speaking, the highest 
standard of the three events was 
witnessed in the chess event 
conducted by Union Bank of 
India, a week after the conclusion 
of the football event. For, among 
the 76 participants from 24 
banks, there were several 
International Master and FIDE 


Prasad in their ranks, it came as 
no surprise when Union Bank 
won with e lotal of 17 points, a 
clear 1.5 points ahead of Indian 
Bank. 

Internationally rated V 
Hariharan and FIDE master 
Shantharam however kept In dian 
Bank in the hunt for the title till 
the end. 

Union Bank completed a double 
when IM Prasad took the 
individual title with 6.5 points. He 
finished half a point ahead of his 
Union Bank teammate and 
another 1M Ravikumar. 


Unde^l3 tMeket 


Indian Bank and Indian Overseas 
Bank qualified for the semi 
fiinals. Here while State Bank of 
India defeated Indian Bank by 
four wickets, Canara Bank beat 
lOB by 31 runs. 

The final was a real thriller. 
Batting first, Canara Bank were 
all out for 251 in 44.5 overs. It 
seemed a redoubtable task, but 
SBI were well prepared for it And 
they crossed the target for the loss 
of six wickets in 43.3 overs. There 
were two notable partnerships 
Nelson D’Souza (109 off 101 
deliveries with two sixes and 13 
fours) and B P Suresh (69) put on 
189 runs in 31.2 overs for the first 
wicket for Canara Bank. SBI’s 
answer was a 130 run fourth 
wicket stand between P C Naresh 
(87) and V P Jayasarathi(74). 

The football event, held a week 
later was organised by Central 
Bank and was a groat crowd 
puller. The University Union 
ground was packed on almost all 
the days and with several State 
and junior India stars among the 
participants, the standard was 
equal to that of the State level. 

Seven teams took part in the 
week long event. Indian Bank and 
Slate Bank of India topped their 
respective groups and State Bank 
of Hyderabad and Reserve Bank 
finished second behind them 
respectively 

In the semi finals, while State 
Bank beat SBH 2-1 through an 
extra time goal, Indian Bank got 
the better of RBI only through the 


rated players. 

The week long event held at the 
Soviet Cultural Centre generated 
tremendous spe^Jtator interest as 
can be expect^. Madras being the 
home of Indian cho.ss and of 
Vishwanathan Anand. 

Ultimately, after a tussle for 
supremacy between the two 
leading banks in the fray, Indian 
Bank and Union Bank of India, 
the latter emerged triumphant. 
With IM’s V Ravikumar and D V 
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W^ATCH them young” is 
Va popular sporting 
jargon And the BSA SLR South 
Zone under-13 cricket tournament 
conducted by the Tamil Nadu 
Cricket Asscxiiation at Madras and 
sponsored by TI cycles, last month 
gave enough opportunities to the 
‘‘tiny tots" to display their skill. 

Holders Andhra Pradesh 
retained the title defeating hosts, 
Tamil Nadu in the final through 
their first innings lead In the 








three day final, Andhra scored 
148 to which Tamil Nadu could 
only reply with 117. Andhra 
batted the whole of the last day 
and finished with 261 for five. 

In the first round matches, 
played over two days, Karnataka 
defeated Goa while Hyderabad 
scored over Kerala. The semi 
finals were also played over two 
days and here Andhra beat 
Karnataka while Tamil Nadu got 
the better of Hyderabad. 

There were several fine 
performances but pride of place 
should go to the 295 run sta nd for 
the first wicket notched up by 
Andhra openers, Sameer and 
Naginikumar against Karnataka. 
While Sameer from a Kurnool 
school hit 144, Naginikumar from 
Vizag scored 125 In the final too 
Naginikumar scored 97 and 
seems to be a fine prospect. 

Tamil Nadu offspinner 
Munuswamy was another 
consistent performer. lie was at 
his best taking six for 30 in I 

Andhra’s first innings in the 
final His consistent performances 

The Andhra Pradesh team were 
the winners of the under-13 { 

cricket championships 
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got liim the ‘cricketer of the 
tournament’ award for he also 
shone with the bat. 

Other awards presented were: 
Man of the Final: Naginikumar 
(Andhra). Best Batsmen of the 
tournament: Jagdish Singh 
(Andhra): Best bowler of the 
tournament; I. Srinivas (Andhra): 
Best All Rounder: Abdul Rasheed 
(Hyderabad). 

In addition, in athoughful 
gesture, the sponsors also gave 
away colourful BSA SLR cycles to 
members of the winning team 

Partab Ramchand 


ROURKELA 




AD-Oiissan 


I N the All-Orissa Table Tennis 
Championship held at the indoor 
stadium, one witnessed the 
emergence of youth power. Albert 
Charles Kindo, the 15-year-old son 
of former hockey star Michael 
Kindo, stole the limelight of the 
championship, by win nin g the 
three titles. 

He not only won the singles and 
doubles titles in the junior section, 
but went on to claim the men’s 
singles title also. 

On the concluding day 
immediately after winning the 
junior boy’s single title, Albert' 
Kindo met experienced Hanjan 
Pathak in the men’s singles finals. 
In an exciting five set final which 
lasted one hour. Albert beat 
lianjan Pathak 21-19, 17-21, 
21-19, 12-21,26-24 In the boy’s 
singles final jie beat Rajesh 
Chaurasia in three straight sets 
21-19,21-18,21-18. 

Other results of the 
championship were. 

Men’s doubles—Ranjan Pathak 
and Debjit Sinha beat Albert 
Kindo and Rajesh Chaurasia 
21-15,21-16. 

Boy's doubles—Albert Kindo 
and Rajesh Chaurasia beat M.K. 
Dwivedi and Srinivash Dash 
19-21.21-15.21-19 

State Body BuHdtag I 

R OURKELA Young Men’s 

Association recently organised 
a two day’s Utkal Shree State Body 


building Championship at the 
Civic Centre. This was the first 
time that the Steel City organised 
this championship in which 
around 50 competitors from 
various districts of the State 
participated in seven different 
weight categories. 

Puri district emerged the 
champions in the competition as 
their body builders walked away 
with three Utkal Shree title along 
with two runners-up positions. 
Rourkela bagged two Utksd Shree 
titles smd four runner -up 
positions. 

Rourkela Steel Plant’s 
Managing Director Dr. S.K. 
Gupta distributed the prizes on 
the concluding day. 

SsUsh Shsnna 


KANPUR 


ftinkflodtey 


S TATE BANK OP INDIA. 

Lucknow Circle humbled the 
Bhopal Circle 2-1. in the final of 
the All India State Bank Hockey 
Tournament played at the famous 
Green Park Stadium where 14 
teams took part. 

Lucknow’s Bora scored the first 
goal, but in the Slst minute Iqbal 
of Bhopal equalised it. It was 
indeed tough going as both the 
teams were evenly matched but 
for the decisive goal scored by 
Bhandari from Lucknow’s side. 
KsUash Agsrwal 


MANGAIX)RF. 


State Bridge 


L aWRIE FERNANDES clinched 
the individual title and Denis 
Patrao emerged runner-up in the 
State Level Bridge Championship 
organised by the Dakshina 
Kannada Bridge Association. 

M.R. Nijsureand V L.K. Swami 
emerged master pairs beating 
Rajendra and Durgadas. The 
championship organised under 
the auspices of Karnataka State 
Bridge Association attracted as 
many as 40 teams from 
Karnataka and Goa. 

ACoiTMpondMit 









SMUTS HALL Or SHAME 


BY NASH AIIILLO 
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A RAVKOF HWRP'NOSEP 6<NMBU0?S SUAPUY 
TlXK TITANIC 1HC1MRSOMS BET 

TW AT ME CXDUUP MlT A eOUF BALV. AN ONBEUEV- 
SOOVARDS. TME0N\YSnWLAnO4 
Vy^THATTHE BAU.MADID BE DRWEM 
FRCAA ATEE, BUT XTPIPN'T HAVETD LANDOW 
A FAIRWAY. H^WEDEADOFVANTE^ 
■mOMfSOM HIT MIS SMOTONTO AN ICBD-O/ER | 
UWCE. THE BALUVJAS STIU. W3U4N& AS» 
TITANIC fDtVaETED Mfe /HDNEY.^ 


P0RN6 the 1976 a.'fMP»tCS, «J9S>IAN FB4CER 
BORIS ONI6CHCHKD WASSO PAST THATNOONE 
6AWMIS M«S EVENTH006HTHEY ABWS7ERED 
ON',-HE EtSCTRDNlO SCORIN& >MACWINE. THATS 
eECALlSE THEY WEREN'T REAUW HITS. OP* 
FICIAUS WSOIWERED THAT HiS PDIU WAS. 
WIRED SO VTWOOUPSOORE A\MINNIN& MlT 
V»THOar/HAKIN& CONTACT/ BORISES DIS- 
OUAUnCP AND SENT MO^ IN OlSSRACE. 



WEV.TERWEI&HTS MIKE DBa>5MO AND LAURIE 
BUKIDN EACH REOORCED AKNO OCpUT IN TMEIH 
BOOT—THE^KD'd THE REPEREE/ IN A1998 
MATCH IN NEWARK, THE TVD BOOERS KEFTON 
FM&MTIN& AFTER THE BELL. SOONDED ENDING 
THE FINAL ROUND. REFEREE JOE WALKER 
THEN STEPPED BETWEEN TMt TWO FLAILING 
0CXERS WMO SlMO-TANexiSLY- AND^l- 
DB^ALLY—' ViAiUOFED M\MCNTVC. CHIN. 


A »«08£AN eaiER PEFIS&EDTO STAND RDR 
HIS PISQOAUFIOATTON ATTHE1969 OLYMPIC 
(SAMES—SOMESTAGEDA SIT-DOWN STRIKE , 
INTMEMIDC51EOFTHERIN& RoRSt MINUTES.' 
RY\^iElGHT OONS-KlM OiOM WAS PO'CD 
TOR MOLDING MIS HEADTDDICW IN MIS BOUT 
WITH SDAET F^TER STANISLAW SORDKIN. 
OFFICIALS FINALLY PERSUAPEPTMEPRO- 
TESm R TD LEAME THE RING AFTER NEARLY 
AN MOOR. 















QUIZ/CHESS/BRIDQE 


om 

QUESTIONS 

1. What is ‘layout’ in gymnastics? 

2. With what sport is 'flash cut' 
associated? 

3. He became the first black West 
Indian to play in a Test match for 
England, ironically against the 
West Indies. Who? 

4. Who became the first player to 
score a fifty and take four wickets 
in the same World Cup match^ 

5. In the historic Kanpur Test against 
Australia J.M. Patel took nine 
wickets in the first innings. Who 
took the other wickets? 

ANSWERS 

1. A straight and extended position 
of the body in vaulting, swinging or 
somersaulting. 

2. Basketball. 

3. Roland Butcher. 

4. Duncan Fletcher (Zimbabwe) vs 
Australia in the 1983 Prudential 
World Cup 

5. C.G Borde who bowled Norman 
O’Neill out for 16 

CH|^ 

Anand reestablished the lead 
with a virtuoso performance ui 
the fourth game of his match He 
really loves the white side of e.^ 
French Systems be it the Classical 
Variation or the Advance 

Dreev played an unusual line 
involving quick queenside 
expansion as in the Sicilian. 
Anand made an interesting over 
the board pawn sacrifice to retain 
the initiative and eventually 
switched to allout attack winning 
the house. 

White; Anand Vs Black : Dreev 
4th game. Butterfly Candidates, 
Madras, ‘91. 

le4e62d4a53Nc3Nf64e5Nd7f4c56 

NO nc6.7 Be3 a6I? Unusual More 
common is 7- cd4 or 7-Qb6 as in 
the 6th game. 

8Qd2 b5 li4 Bb710 hS 1)4 U Na4 cd412 
BE!7 Anand did not want to allow 
the various exchanges that result 
after 12 Nd4 Nd4 13 Bd4 Qa5 14 
b3 Nc5 etc when black has a good 
position. Now the black pawn on 
d4 acts like a self block. Black 
could try 12 —Qa5 13 b3 Nc5 14 
Nxc5 Bxc5 15 Bd3 when white 


should have a lot of play for the 
pawn. 

12 Qc713 Bd3 NaS 14 Nxd4 No415 Qcl 
Bc8? This move looks doubtful. In 
fact the whole idea of regrouping 
the queenside minor pieces just 
loses time for black. 

16 NxcB IUc617 b3 NaS? Probably 
dropping back to b6 makes more 
sense 180-0 Rc819 0e3 g6 20 QhS Bh6 21 
Be3 Nb5 22 R13I Nc3 23 Nzc3 QzeS 24 RaQ 
ac6 25 Khl Bg726 Bd4 Nc5 27 Bze5 OzeS 28 
B4. White can afford the luxury of 
regrouping his pieces for 
optimum effect before making the 
decisive break. The opposite 
coloured bishops just increase his 
edge. 28 Rc6 29 RIE 044 30 Qfl Ke731 
Ilti2 aS 32 h6 BIS. (see Diagram). 33151 
gf5 34 g{5 Rg8 35 fee re6 36 Bzh7 RC3. If 
black goes 36 -Rh8 37Rf then 37 
Rf7-l- is deadly. 

37 Bzg8 Qe4 38 Rhb3 Bh6 39 082 Qel+ 
40 0£l 0e4 410a7+ (1-0). White has a 
mating attack in addition to his 
material advantage 

Devangshu Dutta 
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In a cricket Test at Lord’s in the 
twenties, Australia’s Charles 
McCartney, who was dropped on 
two, went on to score a century 
before lunch. Even patriotic 
Englishmen were heard saying. 
“Thank God for tiie spilled catch, 
we got to see a scintillating 
inings” Today’s hand from the 
last British Masters’ Pairs 
reminded me of the incident;- 

Have you noticed the apparent 
error in the layout? On this 
auction North should be declarer 
but he is marked as dummy. That 
is where we got lucky. West had 


* Transtor, 5+ # • 

** cue-bids 
+ maffc-time 

his singleton diamond on the table 
inaflash....and, before East or 
South could say a word, North I 
had tabled his hand! Thank god he 
did, or else another gem of purest 
ray serene would have lain buried 
in the dark, unfathomed caves of 
obscurity. 

At two other tables where South 
was declarer on the same lead, 
South had finessed at trick one, 
hoping West did not have a 
singleton, and suffered immediate 
defeat. Sheehan had no such 
doubts about the lead and found 
an elegant play to bring home his 
slam even though the hearts did 
not break. He won the lead with 
the ace, taking care to drop the 
queen from hand, cashed 
king-jack of trumps, finessed a 
heart, drew the outstanding 
trumps and led a diamond to 
dummy's nine. This left East in a 
Morton’s Fork; if he ducks, 
declarer pitches his losing 
diamond on the club ace and takes 
a second heart finesse to bring 
home the suit with one loser while 
if he wins, dumm.y’s diamonds 
provide South with necessary 
discards. 

Yes, 1 know there is smother 
way of making the contract, but 
apart from the fact this line was 
slightly superior, would you not 
rather say ‘nirasa tarubara’ than 
’sushkang kasthang'? 

ShairtMNi GdMMh 







it is strange that when 
Harry Wilson thinks so 
highly of Prasad, that 
he is being ignored? 
And not been given 
the right direction? 
What in God’s name is 
SAI doing in this 
matter? 


FLASHBACK: October '90. Bering Asian Oames. ISOOm. 

The gun cracks and Bahadur Prasad moves into the lead straightaway. The 
other runners fall behind him quickly in single file and the race is on. Prasad 
moves with swift, olearstrides, a look of confidence on his face. But this way only a 
brief flourish. Prasad was straining while the runners behind were running at a 
cool, comfortable pace. At the bell for the last lap, while Prasad had shot his bolt, 
the others, especially Mohammed Sulaiman of Qatar just pressed the accelerator 
and zoomed past the fast fading Prasad who finished a dismal fifth. 

F ormer chief Coach Joginder Sing^h Saini called Bahadur Prasad ‘a terrorist’ 
and a ‘sex maniac’ after this dismal performance. The Indian media pilloried 
him after he returned, for becoming India's great disaster. And Prasad, a 
simple bloke from Agra did not know what hit him. For months he moved 
about in a daze, unable to understand the reasons for the vituperation against him. 
And slowly his motivation and love for running began to disappear 

‘1 am the most hated runner now’ says Bahadur Prasad, ‘because the Indian 
coaches now see nothing good in me.' Prasad is doing off-season endurance 
training at the Karnail Stadium but he has no coach nor a systematic training 
programme. As a result, he has to miss the Inter-State athletics championships 
because he is not ready. 

The Indian coaches have ignored him but world renowned coach Harry Wilson 
thinks otherwise. In a letter to Prasad, (see box) he stated that he would be willing 
to send him a training schedule for the future. And here is the clincher: ‘Please, 
you must keep trying at athletics, as you have too much talent to let it go to waste.’ 

It is strange that when Harry Wilson thinks so highly of Prasad, that he is being 
ignored? And not been giving the right direction. What in God’s name is SAI doing 
in this matter? 

Meanwhile, a depressed Prasad is thinking of training abroad. ‘I can’ he says 
‘improve upon my best timings of 3:41.93 in the 1500m which 1 set in the Belfast 
international last year. 1 think, if I have about six months of training, I cam bring 
down my timing to 3:40. 

This is a most cinicial time for him. Unless drastic measures are taken to save his 
career, Praisad is going to be consigned to the dustbin of oblivion, another victim of 
the coaches’ vindictive syndrome. 

HarunRisz 


LETTER TO BAHADUR PRASAD FROM HARRY WILSON 


Dear Bahauiur, 

Thank you for your card—as you can see. I 
have a new address. I am sorry to hecm that you 
have not improved and I was told that last year 
was a disaster for Indian middle distance 
running. Of course, I will try my best to help you. 
Do you want me to send you tradning schedulee? 
What has happened to the man who used to coach 
you? Assuming you want me to send schedules, 
will you please tell roe:- 

a) What training you are doing at the moment? 

b) Have you any competition arranged between 
now and the end of March? 

c) What are the dates of your major 
competitions this year? 

When you tell me the information, I can pUm a 


programme auid send training schedules, 
you must keep tryii^ at athletics as you have too 
much talent to let it go to waste. 

Beat wishes for 1991. 

Yours sincerely, 

.Harry Wilson. 

Harry Wilson is the world renowned coach of 
farmer Olympic champion Stew Ovett. He had 
been invited to India to train Indian middle 
distance runners and Bahadur Prasad flouriehed 
under his training. Then, owing to diepoUtios in, 
the athletics ftaternity, his contract was 
terminated and he was forced to go back home to. 
Britain 
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PHOTO FEATURE 


Sports does not onii/ 
mean that you pit 
your skills against 
other players. 
Sometimes nature 
is an opponent 
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MJlpigk obev* Hi* bobU* 
Kh. of our civifiMd, 

ill M contominotod 

modeni lifo< man's sontos 
react delightfully to the 
crystollinc air and light that 
nature pours down so 
profusely on us from its 
ethereal zone of quiet and 
peace...only os long os the 
harmony remains, and the 
fury of the most powerful 
agent of nature does not 
explode into its cotostrophic 
rage...This remorkoble 
photogroph is token from o 
camera placed inside o foiling 
parachute 

r ighting the leaping 
waves of the wild 
oceans, men 

hove time and ogoin snotched 
away glory and immortality 
from the clows of the dork, 
treacherous forces of nature 
that the sea 
represents...( inset) 






















A * this ■ida-car-raMr 
cuts his woy thfough 
•luih in afrmsy of 
apood, noturo ■noma to 
raapond to tho oaaowlt with oil 
ito fury, awothbig the ridor 
with o barrage of mud ond 
water, peaing him the 
ultimata chaltange of 
endurance and akill... 




S pidanMil in raol Hfn, 
tfMM daring, 
onti-Nowfonltn 
climbnra dnfy natura and thn 
ail-ombracing, inowapabla 
fare* of gravity to gnrtify 
tliair wM, inctadiUa 
paasions...Wall, aa long a* , 
tkoy rotain timir foatimid. 
Bm, guialiy thoy will ditsolva 
Into rim ^rfcnan and tha 
wokoming daoth doop down 
thoehawn... 



FROM ETERNAL GROUCH 



Tyson with Don King: 
so whsft’s cooking? 

G OSH! Has Mike 
Tyson changed I 
Our sleuths in 
America took a break 


To bratty prankster 


from CNN and gave us 
the latest on the 
ex-champ. Tyson is 
more at ease with 
himself than ever 
before. A 
once-upon-a-time 
eternal grouch he is 
now able to actually 
laugh at his previous 
follies (read: due to 
susceptible mood 
swings). “I feel very 
comfortable with 
myself,” he disclosed. 
“As time goes by, it 
just happens—^you get 
more relaxed.” 

Relaxed he is but 
his sense of humour 
has not undergone any 
major transformation. 
It remains as bratty 
and mischievous as 
ever. He is upto all 


sorts of pranks as his 
close friend and 
bodyguard, Anthony 
Pitts, would testify. 

Team Tyson created 
a yam—at the cost of 
Pitts—that Tyson was 
on the verge of 
marrying a woman 
dear to his aide. So 
disheartened was 
Pitts when Tyson told 
him of the ring he 
intended to buy for his 
betrothed, that he 
stopped the car in the 
middle of traffic and 
tried to disuade his 
master from marrying 
his sweetheart. Later 
that day at the gym, 
even the mythical 
wedding date was 
announced much to 
Pitts’ great 


PRIVATE 
EYE 


WE LOOK 
WHERE 
WE'RE NOT 
SUPPOSED TO! 


discomfiture, and it 
was only much later 
that the trath was 
revealed. 

“Oh yeah,” said 
Tyson, “We play bad 
bad jokes. If you can’t 
take it, then don’t 
come around, cos’ we 
do dish it out.” 

So who’s your next 
joke gonna be on 
Mike? ‘Razor’ 
Ruddock? 











ThlngB have to be right for Senna. Speed is no 
consolation 


Hero Honcka 

I T seems as if Ayrton Senna’s quest for total 
Formula 1 excellence is unending, his 
crash-ups bear testimony to that. Ask the 
Japanese engineers who do duty for McLaren 
Honda and they too will testify to the man’s 
demands. 

“It’s not enough. We need more power. 
There’s much hard work to be done.’’This is 
exactly how Senna greeted the Honda 
engineers in Estoril after McLaren-Honda’s 
new baby, the V12, was checked out by the 
Brazilian. The Japs were aghast! 

After four months of intense development 
work at Waco, Honda’s research centre in 
Japan, their much vaunted V12 was not upto 
Senna’s—best translated as ‘very 
high’—standards. Senna himself had done a 
fair amount of development work in Japan last 
autumn and then took a break. “I work^ hard 
till October. It was then upto Honda to carry 
on the work. I am afraid they are behind 
schedule. The progress we expected has not 
happened. Now it is time for them to catch up.” 

Senna’s not bothered. Speed is the great 
leveller, and he needs it to level scores with 
Prof. Prost. 
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^^IjFWANT you to 
•• ■ run the peri- 
I meter of the 
■Kfield, and each 
time you pans that pine 
tree, sprint to the next 
tree. It’s called fartlek.” 

For a moment, I 
thoug^ht my dad had 
said a word I wasn’t 
allowed to repeat. I was 
13 years old and train¬ 
ing for the midwest re¬ 
gional Junior Olympic 
Championships half- 
mile. (I peaked early-in 
life.) We were on the 
campus of the Universi¬ 
ty of Akron, where my 
dad taught mathema¬ 
tics. 1 was wearing white 
gym shorts and my Fast 
•ftak sneakers, and my 
dad wore Hush Puppies 
and brown pants. 

An unlit pipe hung 
from the comer of his 
mouth, which had just 
uttered the taboo¬ 
sounding word. He had 
learned the term from a 
hardback green book, a 
leftover from his high 
school coaching days 10 
years earlier. 

That is the earliest re¬ 
collection 1 have of me, 
my dad and running. 
But there are more. 

Before every junior 
high track meet he used 
to feed me honey. It 
came in a clear plastic 
bottle with a little red 
stopper on the end of the 
nozzle. My dad carried 
the bottle in a small 
brown paper bag all 
afternoon like a wino. 
Ten minutes before my 
race he’d hand it to me, 
and I’d squeeze the gol¬ 
den liquid down my 
throat—so sweet it 
almost made me gag. I’d 
jog over to the start, con¬ 
fident that 1 had an 
edge, real or imagined. 

In high school, dad 
would oome down from 
the stands after I cros¬ 
sed the finish line- (He 



always stood in the same 
spot—up high and left of 
the finish line.) “What 
was your time?’’ he’d 
ask. I’d tell him. Then he 
would take out his stop>- 
watch. the official time¬ 
piece. “Well, 1 got you 
in....’’ His time for me 
was always a second or 
two faster. 

The afternoon of my 
last coUege track meet, 
he cancelled classes and 
drove 45 minutes to 
stand in the rain. In a 
race of five, I came in 
third. Afterward, it was 
still raining, and dad 
and I walked a lap 
around the empty track. 
Me in my red-and-blue 
warm-ups. He in a light- 
brown raincoat and tot- i 


ing a black umbrella. 

A year later I found 
him sitting in the TV 
' room staring at the set. 
It wasn’t on. He said he’d 
had a physical examina¬ 
tion that morning, and 
the doctor found a 
tumor in his back. They 
ran some tests. The re¬ 
sults would be in, later. 

The tumor, thankful¬ 
ly, was benign. Even so, 
that week my dad traded 
in his pipe for a pair of 
running shoes. 

It was a rough begin¬ 
ning. At 52, my father 
handn’t exercised reg¬ 
ularly for 30 years. He 
wasn’t fat, but he wasn’t 
fit either. My mom, 
brothers and I watched 





tlu^ first week as dad, 
with our dog in tow, 
struggled to make it two 
blocks—less than half a 
mile. 

He kept at it, though. 
For a month he fought 
to go for a mile without* 
stopping. And then one 
day, he did it. After that, 
he mapped out 2 and 3- 
mile courses through 
the streets of our neigh¬ 
bourhood. 

Two years ago. at 55, 
he ran a half-marathon. 
It was an awful day for a 
race—sleet and strong, 
cold winds. I had prom¬ 
ised to wait for him at 
the 11 -mile mark to nm 
the last couple of miles 
with him. His stride was 
choppy, and icicles had 
made a home in his salt- 
and-pepper beard. "Just 
try to relax and main¬ 
tain form,” I said. “The 
pain.” he mumbled. ‘The 
pain.” 

And now, as he pre¬ 
pares for his first 
marathon this fall, I’m 
debating a point; Should 
I teU my father that—for 
us average runners—the 
pain after 20 miles in the 
marathon is going to be 
twice as acute, twice as 
deep? Or, should I skip 
that fact and rave about 
the euphoria that comes 
when you cross the fin¬ 
ish Line. I’ve already told 
him that he needs to in¬ 
crease his mileage, to 
nm longer, easier work¬ 
outs. And I’ve pointed 
out the importance of 
ao-milers in marathon 
training. 

But the long runs are 
still a month or so away. 
For now, I think Ill slip 
on my running shoes 
and give him a call. We 
can drive over to cam¬ 
pus. find that old pine 
tree. 

And run some fartlek.-. 
together. . 
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ALSO-: THE PACE WAR 



















mM you thould mtos ttM 
rttum.” 

JOHN McENROE to brother 
Patrick, at matchpoint, in the final 
of the VoNo of Chicago tennis 
tournament. John won 3<6,6*2, 
6-4. This is the second time the 
McEnroe brothers have faced each 
other, in a major tournament. 


“I am going to recapture the titie. 
n’a my destiny, nothing will stop 
me. I am going to knock him out 
In two rounds.” 

GEORGE FOREMAN, is confident 
about his upcoming fight with 
Evander Holyfield on April 19th, in 
Atlantic City. 


“It’s the war of the gladiators. 
This isn’t a trip down memory 
lane. This is a serious tennis 
rnsteh.” 

A SPOKESMAN, for the promoters 
of the Borg—Connors comeback 
match scheduled for the 10th of 
April at Olympia, in London. 


“We had never talked to him 
about coaching. That was never 
ipart of the equation. I don’t think 
that’s his best use. It’s one thing 
to coach a national team like the 
Germans, where everything Is 
organised and compressed and 
there's so much history. But it’s 
another thing to come to our 
programme.” 

>U.S. Soccer Federation’s 
President, AUN ROrHENBERG, 
puts to rest the rumours that Franz 
Beckenbauer after his World Cup 
truimph, would coach the US 
soccer team for the ‘94 World Cup 


“There is a time when you have 
been under a microscope and 
under pressure for 15 years and 
then the stress begins to tell.” 

JOHAN CRUYFF, Barcelona’s 
coach on the pressures of 
coaching. He recently had to 
undergo bypass surgery on a 
clogged coronary artery. 


“i think we would like to knew 
who the captain is retorring to.” 

Unnamed ENGLISH PLAYER, 
referring to Graham Gooch's 
statement that some players’ 
careers are on the line 


“I’ve never raMiy thought of 
myself as a Test captain.” 
Wicket ke^r IAN SMITH who 
replaced injured Martin Crowe as 
the skipper, sounds the war cry for 
the final and deciding Test against 
Sri Lanka. 



“I just picture myself doing the 
things i need to win and as tar as 
beating Carl, it’s much like 
winning another race. If I mastar 
my start, If I master acceleration 
and if I overcome deceleration, 
then I win compete well.” 

LEROY BURRELL, who is now the 
favourite to take the mantle of 'the 
fastest man' from Carl Lewis and 
Co. 
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HAT gives 150 million Australians 
a massive headache and red eyes? 

V V The answer is not 300 
million litres of beer. It’s sitting up all night, 
watching the live telecast of the West Indies Test 
matches which, like the World Cup, seem to go right 
through the night. 

Not that it was without reason either. With their 
team having the West Indians reeling at 6 for 75, 
there was plenty Of enthusiasm to stay up.. .and 
guzzle beer in celebration. It took a grieving Gus 
Logie—he had just lost his mother—to stem the flow 


RAJESH KUMAR 






That’s what Viv 
Richards said while 
his batsmen 
swayed, ducked 
and bled against 
the Aussie onsla¬ 
ught at Jamaica. 
Unfoitunatejy the 
first Test was 
washed out but 
the Australians 
have made their 
intentions clear 


McDermott: spitting fire and venom 

of beer down Aussie throats. Refusing to let his 
sorrow, or Craig McDermott and Merv Hughes’ fire, 
shackle him. the gutsy Logie hung in there. Even a 
McDermott bouncer that left him with seven stitches 
under his eye was not enough to stop him. His 
skipper Viv Richards, not exactly the most generous 
of men when it comes to praise, admitting, “you 
have to admire the courage of a little bloke like that. 
He had just lost his mother and yet he was able to 
put all his problems behind him and concentrate on 
saving the side.” 

From the opening day of the first Test in Kingston 
itself, the West Indian batsmen were under fire. 

Viv Richards’ team is getting back a taste of the 
medicine they have meted out to so many 
cricket teams over the years 


AUSTRALIA IN THE WEST INDIES 
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Logte (pictured here with the West Indies 
physio) was stopped by nothing; not even his 
mother’s death or stitches courtesy a McDermc 


Even when Merv Hughes doesn’t have hla batde 
paint on, he looks a dangerous proposition 

Ironically, the a mm unition being levelled at them 
was none other than pace bowling, the same weapon 
that has proved their main asset against 
international batsmen over the past twm decades. 

Not since 1976 had three batsmen (Oaekwad, 

Patel and Vishwanath) been carted off to hospital for 
urgent medical attention. Yet, here, incredibly, it 
was the home side that shed blood on the pitch. In a 
twist of irony, the same hospital that had served the 
Indian batsmen now performed emergency repaira 
on three West Indian batsmen: Ous Logie, Desmond 
Haynes and Gordon Greenidge. In this incident, 
there was one message that shone through more 
significantly than any other. The Australians were 
not afraid of the risk of retribution. 

The sad part of it all was that the tourists, having 
led on the first innings of the opening Test, saw 
their dreams evaporate after rain caused damage to 
the wicket. Australia had the psychological 
advantage of going into the Test following victory in 
the hrst one-day international. The West Indies won 
the toss and elected to bat, yet were six wickets down 
for 75, with McDermott wreaking havoc. However, 
Gus Logie and Jeff Dvgon steadied the innings, 

Logie unbeaten with 77 and Dujon contributing 59 
invaluable runs to take the total to 264. Australia 
should have been dishesurtened. yet the tourists, led 
by David Boon, posted a lead of more than 100 runs. 
Boon, in danger of losing his place during the 
recently-concluded Ashes series, seemed to take his 
time settling into a rhythm, but once he was 
comfortable, his himdred never looked in doubt. 

McDermott, who took five wickets in the first 
innings, had just recovered from nine stitches above 
his right eye, courtesy the pace of Curtly Ambrose. 
With the stitches freshly removed, the Australian 
vowed to find the pace and tire likely to trouble the 
home team—and he did, too. 

All the frontline batsmen felt his sting: Logie had 
seven stitches, yorker that smashed in into his toe 
before McDermott sent his stumps cartwheeling 
away into the haze. Having bowled as fast as at any 
stage of his career, McDermott was gentleman 

^ the West Indies enough to go up and enquire 

dhlng; not even his about the state of Haynes’ 

’ stitches courtesy a McDermott 
bouncer health. Yet for the Australian 











N ot since 1976 had 
three batsmen 
(Gaekwad, Patel and 
Vishwanoth) been carted 
off to hospital# In a twist of 
irony# the same hospital 
th<xt had senred the Indian 
batmen now performed 
emergency repairs on the 
three West Indkms 


recalled after two years without pBayin^ a Test, the 
five first innings wickets were reward enough, 
especially when one considers the fact that it is the 
third time in three consecutive Tests that he has 
done this since being recalled. 

Richards, who made only 11 in his side’s first 
innings, was rattled by the fact that it was his 
batsmen—as opposed to the tourists—doing the 
ducking and weaving in the middle. 

Draped in only a towel, he paced the dressing 
room as his men swayed and bled and succumbed, 
he muttered only. “This is sport, man, this is sport.” 
All the more pity, then, that the Test petered out. 
What should have been a great contest, nay. even a 
titanic contest, was robbed of afinish by what 
appears to have been shoddy work by ground steiff. 
Rain leaked through the covers to leave a large wet 
patch just on a good length and around the wicket 
Btfuare and though ground staff tried everything in 
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Richie Richardson heips with the covers as the 
rain comes down. One wouid have expected a Test 
ground of this standard to have proper rain 
protection 
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the book to repair the damage (they even set fire to 
one section, hoping it would dry the turf out!) 
precious liours were lost. 

Australian coach Bob Simpson, never one to mince 
his words, declared. "I am disappointed that the 
whole world is watching some thing like this and 
they put the major ground cover over the practice 
wickets. In a tropical climate you would have 
thought that they would put every possible cover on 
the most important area." His words were echoed by 
former West Indian great Lance Gibbs, who said, “I 
thought that at a Test ground of this standard, 
things would have been in place. ” 

But they were not. And we shall have to wait for 
the next Test match to find out which side is better 
equipped to wear the mantle of the leading 
Test-playing nation in the world 
DavM McMahon in Molboumo with WMiam RhadM in 
jMiHrica 
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If the We st Indians have a fearyme reputation for 
fast bowling, how come it's their blood that’s been 
flowing in the Carib bean?DaTiid McMahon writes 
on how tough the Australians really are 










War paint on, McDermott 
goes to battle 
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•ven though we have 
not even reached the 
halfway mark in the 
battle for Test 
supremacy between the 
West Indies and 
Australia, it is clear that 
the Caribbean batsmen 
are susceptible to fast, 
consistently hostile 
bowling. And, contrary 
to expectations, much of 
the blood tfiat has so far 
been spilled has been 
West Indian. 

It is a fairly ironic 
twist to the whole 


..il b clear tturt the 
CariUeon bolmieii 
ore fosceplibie to 
bd, ceadstendy 




And centrory to 
expeetaltoiu, nnch 
oi die Uood Hurt Iwi 
to hr been spilled 
hot been West 


scenario. Fast bowling, 
sustained and 
encouraged by a 
succession of West 
Indies captains, has 
proved the launching 
pad for the side’s success 
in international cricket 
With a virtual 
assembly line of fast 
bowlers from the 
islands, the West Indies 
has been able to take in 
its cricketing stride the 
decline and retirement 
of legendary men like 
Andy Roberts, Michael 






















Holding-, .I<3el Garner 
and CoJm Ch'oft, Those 
who took their places 
were no less determined, 
no less (ak'nted—and 
primarily, no less fast. 

Yet this proud 
trudiliun is being: defied 
by a clutch of Australian 
txiwlers And strangely 
enough,not one of the 
fast rnon at Allan 
Border’s disposal on this 
tour IS a newcomer to 
the sport. The two 
juinorinost of the 
bowlers, Craig 
McDermott and Bruce 
Reid, have been playing 
for their country for a 
combined total of almost 
10 years. Merv Hughes 
made' his Test debut as 
far back as in 1985 
Michael Whitney first 
played Test cricket in 
19H1 

All four bowlers have 
spent time in the 

Ambrose and Marshall: 
felled by their own 
medicine 



f aybr got $8 in the 
first Test, yet lotor 
dfrined it wot Geofi 
Mravh who showed 
him how best to 
tflhe the lost 
howlers oport. "He 
smoshed them" 
sold Toyior 
dwestmeh. "I'm 
standing of the 
other end, jest 
hanging in there 
and Geofi is 


ialdng it to them. 
Til never forget 
that" 


wilderness, either 
through injury or 
indifferent form 
McDermott was once 
deemed to have a 
questionable 
temperament, and paid 
the price for his attitude 
by waiting two years 
before being recalled to 
the Test side this season. 

Reid, the giant West 
Australian, suffered a 
spinal injury that put 
him out of all grades of 
cricket for two seasons 
This year, he took to the 
field tentatively, to see 
whether his back would 
stand the rigour s of 
quick bowling It did. 
His form for his club 
prompted a state recall 
for the ShelTield Shield, 
and when ho destroyed 
the England batting in a 
state match before the 
Ashes senes, it was 
obvious he would lie 
back in the side—if his 
back held up. Again it 
did, and Reid was back, 
bowling left-arm into 
























the history btKiks 
against England at 
Melbourne, wlvere ho 
took 13 wickets in the 
match, 

Hughes, with 
shoulders the width of 
three axe handles and a 
belly that at one time 
matched that girth 
admirably, seemed at 
best to be the sort of 
player who would 
appear in about 10 Testa 
for Australia and then 
drift on, in much the 
same manner as Jeff 
Thomson before him. to 
fishing. But Hughes 
shook off criticism about 
his corpulence, ignored 
Allan Border’s 1988 
comments about his 
being overweight and 
came back to carve a 
valuable place for 
himself, not just in the 
cricket side, but in 


The West Indies' 
proud tni£tion d 
fast bowUng is 
being defied by a 
clntcb of AnstroUan 
fast bowlers, and 
yet not one of the 
fast bowlers at 
Albm Border's 
dBsposalisa 
newcomer to the 
sport 


Ambrose rockets one 
through end the battle to 
Intimidate is on 

Australian folklore as 
well. 

His aggression, his 
ability with the bat, and 
his fighting qualities 
have made him an ideal 
team man and though 
his captain despairingly 
calls him "Gronk” in the 
manner of a caveman, it 
is Hughes who rallies 
the troops to the battle. 

These, then, are the 
men who are taking the 
fight to the West Indies 
by using the traditional 
island trump card faaf 
bowling—to destroy Wes t 
Indian batting line-ups 

It has been a 
hard-fought liattle, 
physically and mental *y. 
Apart from the 
aggression, the weaving 
bats, and bleeding scelps 
and foreheads there has 
been the question of 
gustmg it out in tough 
conditions Ask Mark 
Taylor what it feels like. 


Taylor, the chunky opening batsman from New 
South Wales, was literally driven to tears in an 
early tour game. On his first tour of the West 
Indies, he learned his lesson the hard way. 

Despite his glowing record in international 
cricket, he found it hard to cope with the sledging 
and assorted other tactics in the matcli against 
the President’s XI at St Kitts. He spoke angrily to 
Richie Richai’dson when he moved fielders while 
bowlers were pounding in; he was appalled by the- 
volume and the vehemence of appeals; he was 
incredulous at the partisanship of the crowd 

Taylor, normally stolid and dependable, was 
disoriented enough to run two of his teammates 
out. Had lie given it all away and thrown his 
wicket. it would have been an understandable 
aberrai ion. But Taylor thrust out liis jaw and 
vowed to beat the fast bowlers at their own game. 

His frustration almost caused him to shed tears 
and later in his innings, when the crowd 
applauded a series of short-pitched deliveries 
i’gainst him. he invited them to applaud his 
strokes that brought boundaries off the fast 
bowlers. At the end of the day Taylor had scored 
101, the fast bowlers had been conquered and the 
ghosts of doubt about his shaky Test debut, 
bedevilled by Patrick Patterson and Courtney 
Walsh on Australian soil two seasons ago, had 
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creaming them, taking 
it to them. I'll never 
forget that." 

Their century 
partnership not only 
gave Australia a flying 
sfart, it was a 
psychological 
landmark. In 37 Test 
matches against the 
West Indies on home soil 
in the last 10 years, only 
three other opening 
partnerships have 
produced century 
stands. • 










PHOTOGRAPHS 



Readers’ contribution: We welcome photographs from readers, amateurs and even 
professionals. Photographs need not be news-oriented, but off-beat pictures will be 
pr.eferred. Contributors will receive Rs 150 for a biack and white picture and Rs 300 for 

a colour picture, if they are chosen. 
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OF THE WEEK 


'Keep Off The Grass'. But where is all the grass anyway in 
this bleak snowwhite desolation of the harsh London 
winter, engulfing the Lord's Ground and the stands, and 
reminding one of how green this valley of cricket once 
really was, and will be again as the summer comes... 
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MEN—IN—POWER SERIES IV 



Simon Barnes meets the men who wield powj 

ROMANCE 


HERE is a theory that anyone who is attracted by politics is, by 
definition, unfit to govern. Anyone who seeks election, who 
seeks power, who has .so obvious a taste for the beauties of 
self-advancement, is clearly incapable of governing with altru¬ 
ism and wisdom. 

The politicians who govern sport seem obsessed with the 
joyless pursuit of power for its own sake. The style and flamboyance found 
in sport is lacking in many of those who govern it. But Philippe Chatrier. 
the president of the International Tennis Federation (ITF). is a romantic: a 
poet, a dreamer. 

That does not mean he dislikes power, far from it. It does not mean he 
cannot in-fight with the best of them. It does not mean he sees the world 
unrealistically. He just pursues power in a thoroughly romantic way. If he 
has the manner and charm of d’Artagnan. he is a d’Artagnan with a 
field-marshal’s ambition. 

Ills charm is devastating, and quite genuine, quite unforced. Normally, 
when you meet a man addressed as “Monsieur !e President.” you arrive on 
time and wait half an hour in the lobby. 1 was half an hour early for 
Chatrier. I was shown to his office straightaway. And soon afterwards, of 
course, calling him “Philippe" such is the atmosphere he creates around 
him. You could not wish for an easier president. 

Unless you tried to oppose him. of courae. He has as much steel as 
charm: ho likes to over-emphasise the first and leave you to guess at the 
second 

He was a tennis player, never of the first rank, and he was a journalist 
until he was 40. At 63. he still bristles with energy and ambition. He was 
the only one of the power-brokers 1 met who enthused about practitioners 
of his sport. He gets a great kick out of tennis, and is the sort you find at 
court 13 watching a rather recondite encounter while Becker is blasting 
away centre stage. 

“All my life, and in 14 years as president of the ITF. I have tried to 
reconcile the concepts of amateurism with the realities of professional¬ 
ism. ” he said. “It is so difficult to try and protect the values of aunateurism 
in a world of professionalism, so difficult—and I distinctly feel I am losing 
the battle. I will keep fighting, but unless a miracle happens I don’t see 
how the battle can be won." 

Chatrier sees the over-valuation of money as an American-led phe¬ 
nomenon. He cannot understand why Joao Havelange in football and 
Jean-Mane Balesti-e in motor racing are doing all they can to seduce the 
United States. “I don’t want to accuse the Americans, because we owe them 
our freedom—but in sport, it is now forbidden to forbid,” he said. “I said to 
Balestre. you are lucky your sport is not popular in America. If it was. 
your authority over motor sport would be gone.” 

He regrets, understandably enough, the remoteness of big name play- 
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ers. their entourages of agents; coaches, wives, parents and “boufTons of 
all sorts...it is a war and the agents are killing for their dollars.” He 
regrets all the other symptoms of big money tennis. But for all that, he is 
the man who got the word “amateur” scratched flram the Olympic voca¬ 
bulary. 

Chatrier reckons that his three principal achievements in tennis have 
been his imquestionable improvement of the French Open, his creation of 
the department of development to encourage tennis all around the world, 
and the introduction of tennis to the Olympic Games. 

It is hard for us. in the country of Wimbledon, to understand qmte how 
much this means. Why bother to have a second-rate tennis tournament at* 
a colossal event like the Olympics? But the point is that the Olympics 
provide the greatest power-base in sport. Tennis has always been big in the 
developed world; it is now bigger globally than it has ever been. There 
were 100 national federations affiliated to the ITF before Olympic recogni¬ 
tion; now there are almost 160. The power and prestige of tennis has 
doubled; and with it. the power and prestige of the sport’s president. 

‘T decided to fight for the Olympic Games in 1973, at the Davis Cup when 
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France were playing the Soviet Union in the Lenin Stadium.” he said. “One 
of their tennis ofticials said; ‘it is all very well, but in our country, if you 
are not an Olympic sport you g^et no help from the government’.” 

The Olympic Games are even more colossal than they seem. That brief, 
bright fortnight casts a shadow over every other week in the four-year 
sporting cycle. Chatrier got nowhere with Lord Killanin. then president of 
International Olympic Committee (IOC)—but with the incumbent Juan 
Antonio Samaranch, he found a sympathetic ear; “It took time, but I knew 
from our first conversation that he was ready,” he said. 

No sport has ever come more nakedly into the marketplace than tennis. 
Professionalism was always going to be the stumbling block at the Olym¬ 
pics. Chatrier was in tennis when the sport made its painflil transition to 
professionalism via the boycott of Wimbledon. “I said to Samaranch, ‘if you 
are not ready for all the players, we can wait. Till ’92, or longer than that.” 
he said. “We ov^e it to Samaranch; he ran the meeting in Istanbul in 1987 
in such a way that it became obvious that we should have the beet players. 
Because the Olympic movement wants to go for Excellence. Now we have 
basketball following in our footsteps, and ice hockey. Excellence must 
involve being professional in some shape or form.” This was Chatrier’s 
greatest coup; his greatest powerplay yet. However, he is not the sort of 
man to leave it at that. 

His romanticism in no way cuts across his appetite for the cut and 
thrust of politics. The wrangling between the Association of Tennis Pro¬ 
fessionals, which runs the professional circuit outside the grand slam 
tournaments and the Davis Cup. and the ITP, has seen him at his most 
inventive. 

The Grand Slam Cup. with its prize-money of $6 million, was a part of 
this. But the more important part was the establishment of the grand slam 
committee. “It is the moment of trulh. of credibility—the credibility of our 
sport.” he said. “It lies in the grand slam committee. It is the only 
organisation that can protect it.” 

All the same. Chatrier insists he has lost the battle against commercial 
forces- that he says, is partly why he will step down as president of the ITF 
this year. He stays on as president of the French federation, which means 
he keeps his place on the grand slam committee. 

But he is not retiring in despair, seeking a lower profile, abandoing 
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, Perhaps 
even, some 
Si^ rather 
vmdiy, as 
successor to 
Samaranch 
' M If 
Chatrier has 
a weakness, 
it is a 

tendency to 
^ elioothom 
the hip. 
Microphon¬ 
es can 
provoke 
shunto make 
i^kless 
statements. 
He cannot 
resist them. 

^ His stream 
for poetry is 
Ms greatest 
strength, 
but 

iiaturally, it 
is also his 








/ Chatrier 
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the Americans have 
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marketing to capture 
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dreams of power, quite the reverse. His achievement in g^ettingf tennis into 
the Olympics also won him a home on that hallowed ground. He is now a 
member of the International Olympic Committee, and is seen as a protege 
of Samaranch. 

He will work on the admission commission, listening to the cases of 
would-be Olympic sports. Also, at the Winter Games, he has been assigned 
to cross country skiing. “So I am beginning to gather pace,” he said. But 
you know, the power is with the executive commission. You can sit on ten 
commissions, but if you are not on the executive commission—especially 
with a man like Samaranch, who knows everything and all the problems, 
and most of the time is right -then you are more or less approving what is 
inevitable.” 

Some observers have tipped him for stardom; for the topmost fruit on the 
tree, for the executive commission of the IOC. Perhaps even, some say 
rather wildly, as successor to Samaranch himself. 

If Chatrier has a weakness, it is a tendency to shoot from the hip., 
Microphones can provoke him to reckless statements. He cannot resist 
them. He lacks the self-absorption you find in so many professional 
politicians. His streak of poetry is his greatest strengrth, but naturally, it 
is also his greatest weakness. 

“1 have turned down all decorations I have been offered,” he said. 

"I escaped all that. My biggest satisfactions are to be an honorary 
member of Wimbledon, and a member of the IOC. I want nothing else. My 
life has been sport, I don't want to consider if 1 had been in politics. I am 
happy with that.” 

But is not sport a trivial area of endeavour for a life’s work? 

“Ah! It is only you British that think so.” he said. “Sport is a very serious 
matter—as long as you don’t take it too seriously.” 

Concluded 
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1 Who was 
• Kapil Dev’s 
first victim in Test 
cricket? 


2 Who is the 
• only player 
to have represented 
two different 
countries in a 
World Cup football 
final, representing^ 
Argentina in 1930 
and Italy in 1934. 

3 Rallying is 
. the national 
sport of which 
country? 

4 Name the 
. New York 
Times’ tennis 
writer who coined 
the term ‘Grand 
Slam’ with respect 
to tennis. 


5 What do 
• the 

following have in 
common: 
Sanjeevni. Gamini 
and Amar? 

6 Who is the 
• only Indian 
to perform a double 
hat-trick in 
international 
hockey? 


7 Name the 
. two Indian 
players who batted 
on all days of a 
Test. 

8 Who 
• dismissed 
Don Bradman the 
most times in 
Tests? 



9 Which 
• Indian 

footballer scored a 
hat-trick against 
Australia in the 
1952 Olympic 
Games? 


1 O 

J. W . similarity 
between the first 


and 100 th Test 
played between 
Australia and 
England? 

1 -4 In Rugby. 

J. . which two 
countries compete 
for the Calcutta 
Cup? 


ANSWERS 


1. Sadiq MohatTHnad (Pakistan) 

2. Luisito Monti. 

3. Finland. 

4. Allison Oanzing. 

5. They are three forms of kabaddi. 

6. Mohammad Shahid. During the Seoul Asiad, he 
scored six goals in a row against Thailand. 

7. M.L. Jaisimha and Ravi Shastri. 

8. Hedtey Verity (8 times). 

9. Neville D'Souza. 

10. Australia won by 45 runs in both the Tests. 

11. England and Scotland. 

12. Teofilo Stevenson. 

13. Gertrude Ederle of the USA. 

14. Khaiid Ismail Mubarak 

15. EficHoolis 

IWSOWZittSBEEIICOIIIH^ 

ILLBENNY 

HUNMMfflPMMIIIBiL HOUSE 
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RATING TEST 


Above 14: Wish you were part of mtr quiz team 
Between 11 and 14: You’re net too bad 
Below 11: Spojtswoiid reading recommended 


•4 Q Which 
J. ^ m great 
Olympic boxer, 
while refusing to 
turn professional 
remarked. 
“Professional 
boxing treats a 
fighter like a 
commodity to be 
bought and sold 
and discarded 
when he is no 
longer of use...?” 


■4 Q She 
1 X O • participate- 
I d in the 1924 Paris 
i Olympic Games 
' and won a bronze 
medal in the 100 
meter freestyle. 
Later, in 1926. she 
became the first 
woman to swim 
across the English 
Channel. What was 
her name? 


4 A Which 
X ^ • UAE player 
got a Rolls Royce 
car as a reward for 
scoring a goal 
against West 
Germany in the last 
World Cup football 
finals held in Italy? 

■4 pr Name the 
X O . player who 
ended Bradman’s 
disastrous innings 
in his last Test. 


At antMwn «ant m by th« contributor 







S o the bubble has burst. 

As has been said in these cnlumns 
before, the English always live imder a 
false inflated sense ctf self>importanoe, 
at least as far as football is concerned. 
They think they are the best, even 
their average national class players axe world 
beaters, even though beating the world has 
remained an almost ancient forgotten 
phenomenon for them ever since 1966. 

So they always overreact whenever they find a 
player who is good. And as expected, when Paul 
Gascoigne emerged on the scene they thought 
they got the world’s soccer god. Despite 
England’s limited success in Italy, Paul 
Gascoigne almost became a cult figure, though 
more for the widely-publicised pictiue of him 
crying after England’s ouster from the World 
Cup than his soccer. 

And now reality has struck the English full 
blast when Gascoigne’s club Tottenham Hotspur 
aspired to sell him for a world record fee, possibly 
as much as 10 million dollars. 

There simply are no buyers. Prom Real Madrid 
to Napoli to PSV Eindhoven, officials say the 
price being quoted is ludicrously high, especially 
because there is no certainty that Gascoigne 
would be able to cope with the tough environment 
of European football. 

So, however hard Tottenham may have tried tO 
sell Oazza off and pocket the cash they badly need 
to clear some crippling debts, it is evident now 
that the young player is not really as hot a 
commodity as they thought. 

And more distressing, now most pundits who 
had used hyperbole in Gascoigne’s praise during 
the World Cup are now having second thoughts 
about their opinions. While trying not to 
contradict their earlier laudatory comments 
about the player, they are trying now to carefully 
point out to his limitations. 

For instance, the Barcelona coach Jtdmn 
Cruyff, just before entering hospital for heart 
surgery, said. ”1 recognise he had an excellent 
World Cup and I think he has the makings of an 
outstanding player. But I have reservations about 
how quickly he could adapt to Sptanish football.” 

Even more humiliating. Atletioo Madrid’s 
flamboyant president Jesus Gil said, “If 
Gascoigne was available for $1,065, I’d buy him 
toitijorrow.” ' 


Gascoigne’s 

Discomfiture 



PaUi Gascoigne: no hot cake 

Please note; the price Tottenham had been 
seeking for its sui»rstar was $19. S million . 
No comments necessary. 
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What Price Preedom? 

For I^cn- Belanov, freedom has already begun to 
extract a heavy toll. When a year ago the dream 
move to the West happened in his life, amid the 
ouphoria of perestroika, which had by then hit 
even the stifling, stagnant and authoritarian 
world of Russian soccer, Igor Belanov was sure 
his life was headed for a new limitless horizon of 
success, money and happiness. And, as a 
footballer too, he was proud to be one of the first 
batch of Soviet footballers in demand in tlie 
tough, demanding and professional European 
soccer. 

But soon the dream turned into nightmare as 
injury and a shoplifting conviction devastated 
Belanov's career—so typical of many of the Soviet 
Union’s first generation overseas footballers who 
are failing dramatically to take advantage of 
their now-found freedom. 

And now a dejected Belanov, who is on the 
brink of relegation to the German second ' 
division, admits, “For some reason we find it hard 
tocope.” 

“Life is so much different in the USSR," says 
Belanov who is so unsure of himself and his stay 
in the West, that he has still got all his furnitxire 
covered by sheets in anticipation of what he fears 
may be a quick return home anytime. “Here, we 
need time to adapt; unfortunately, a lot more time 
than we thought. And at the moment many of my 
compatriots and I are suffering a nightmare in 
the ‘rich’ western world.” 

Worst of all, BeSanov, with 39 international 
caps and a host of impressive trophies under his 
belt, recently had to put up with the ignominy of 
playing in the reserves for Borussia. 

Soccer’s Newest Messiah 

It seems soccer’s ultimate prophet of the 
uineUea is destined to come from Africa—so 
symbolically, now that the continent represents 
game's newest emergent force. 

His name IS Nii Lamptey Odmley, a 16-yeaf*old 
sprightly yoimgster who has for some time been 
stirring a sensation about himself playing for a 
Be%ian cAub in Brussels. 

His first name NU means king, and the man 
who has confidently predicts hie future 
coronation, heUeve it or not, is the King himself. 

Lamptey wes only 14 when King Pele voted 
him the Man of the Match against Scotland in the 
World Youth Championships, and said, "This boy 
is destined to a great future. He win make history 
liefore he quits soccer/’ 



Lothar Mattnasus: towards greener pasturas? 

Matthaeus For Spain? 

Rumours are agog in Italy that Inter Milan’s 
strongman Lother Matthaeus is about to migrate 
to Spain and offer his services to Real Madrid. As 
for the reasons behind this sudden change of 
mind, the rumour-mongers point at his alleged 
differences with the Inter-Milan coach Giovanni 
Trapattoni. 

Ironically enough, Lothar Matthaeus not only 
dismisses the gossip as pure nonsense, but 
acttially never tired to pay glowing tributes to 
coach Trapattoni as his friend, philosopher and 
guide. 

The German actually cites three main reasons 
for his recent successes as a footballer. Nuniber 
one, the influence on his footballing life by 
Trapattoni; secondly, Germany’s World Cup 
coach Franz Beckenbauer, and third his move to 
Italy. 

Matthaeus says, “If I had stayed with Bayern 
Munich, 1 would not have become European 
Footballer of the Year—ra title I regard as the 
highest honour of Ml. In Italian football I have 
developed beyond recognition and with Inter 
Milan I had to start virtually from scratch and 
fight to earn the respect of five or six establisS^ 
stars”. ' . 

But almost in the same breath as his tributes to 
Trapattoni and Italy, Matthaeus mentions the 
raw deal that the media has meted out to him. He 
simply hates the frequent media interference ha 
his private life and holds the press squarely 
responsible for the rumour-mongaring, "As soon 
8US they detect some footballing problems they try 
to lookfor an unsavoury background.” 

Worst of all, the Italian tabloid press has now 
spread the story that Matthaeus’ marriage is on 
the rocks.« 
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The Protest 
Syndrome 


The Ranji Trophy comes to a standstill 

thanks to protests and counter _ 

protests between teams and officials 



Saurav Ganguly Injured during the match against Karnataka at the Eden Gardens. Bengal won on quotient 
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T he consensus amongst Delhi cricketers and DDCA officials is that the 
Ranji Trophy protests have assumed political dimensions. It is a 
reflection of factionalism in the BCCI and a fall out of the acrimonious 
Board elections in September 1990. 

Dr. S.S. Sareen, general secretary of the DDCA. expressed sadness at the 
stalemate in the Ranji Trophy tournament due to protests. He said, "With the 
Pakistan tour cancelled, this should have been a season devoted to domestic 
cricket. Instead it has become the season of discontent Players fighting on the 
field and squabbling officials has given a bad image to our premier domestic 
tournaments, the Duleepand Ranji Trophy.” 

Kirti Azad. ex-Test player and former Delhi skipper, expressed the fears of 
many of his teammates when he said, “The situation is so confusing at present 
that it is uncertain if the Ranji Trophy will be concluded this season.” Kirti, 
Maninder Singh. Ajay Sharma, Sanjeev Sharma and even Raman Lamba (before 
suspension) are perturbed as they were banking on good performances to stage 
a comeback for the 1992 World Cup. 

Test umpire Ram Babu Gupta succintly summed up the plethora of protests. 
He said, "Karnataka’s protest against Bengal isScindia and his supporters 
striking back at the Bindra and Dalmiya group. The umpires according to the 
laws were correct. However, the Karnataka secretary is well versed in the laws 
of the game and so may feel his protest is justified. Earlier, the Delhi-Fhinjab 
match controversy got precipitated into a crisis with Bindra spoiling for a 
showdown against Hindis. I feel matters should be settled on the cricket 
ground but this has not been done due to fac;tionalism in the BCCI.” 

Former national coach Gurcharan Singh c-ommenting on the issue said, 
“when rujn-cricketers make rules, cricketers will suffer. The quotient rule for 
the Ranji Trophy must be carefully examined by a group of eminent cricketers. 
In its current form it is lieing misused. Bengal took advantage of the quotient 
rule to win quite undeservingly. 1 feel that the rule is wrong as it was framed by 
non-tech meal officials. 

*Tn the Bengal vs Karnataka match, the rules harmed the better aide. The 
team which scored more runs and captured more wickets lost. This is absurd.' In 
such cases protests are understandable." Gurcharan Singh stated. 

Gritty ex-Test opener and selector Chetari Chauhan said, “Both Bengal and 
Karnataka were aware of the quotient rule and penalty runs clause. Karnataka 
has protested that the Bengal batsmen wasted time. If that was so, then why did 
the umpires allow it? Karnataka knew about the rules and how the game was 
being played. They should have re 'sed the issue. To protest after losing the 
match IS not right. However, it is also unfair, to lose a match after scoring about 
790 runs. I do not believe in the run quotient rules and the BCCI should 
re-examine the issue.” 

Delhi manager Vinay I^amba said, “The batting side always has an advantage 
as regards time-wasting. So the penalty runs issue is not fair. The batting team 
will always try not to bat the full ninety overs and gain an unfair advantage. I 
think that Karnataka’s skipper SMH Kirmani showed great sportsmanspirit as 
they allowed the injured Snehasis Ganguly to have a runner, which wasted 
time. The BCCI’s rule of 12 penalty runs for each over should be followed 
strictly. Umpires should handle the situation so that the bail ing team does not 
take an unfair advantage of this rule Rules are made but not properly 
implemented, they are of no value. This is not good for cricket in India, as it will 
lead to a spate of protests. ” 

A senior players in the Delhi team, who wished to remain anonymous said, 
"Karnataka’s protest is justified. Bengal took advanluge of the loopholes in the 
law to progress. Last year, in the final they adopted the same devious means to 
beat us on the runs quotient rule. They manipulate the situation so that the 
groundsmen are absent and so it takes time to shift the sightscreen. They used 
time wasting tactics to gain advantage. This is not cricket,” 


Ghaiw Mohamnwd 



''...I do not 
believe in 
the run 
quotient 
rules and the 
BCCI should 
re-examine 
the issue'" 

—Cheton 
Chauhan 
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DULEEP TROPHY DISCIPLINARYCONTROVERSY 



is it true that some were punished so that the big stars could be let off scot free? 


THE current Indian domeetic cricket acene, now in its final phase, has seen a Jot of 
upheavals with a spate of protests not only spaihngr the atmosphere of cordiality between 
different associations affiliated to the Board of Control for Cricket in India(BCCl) butolso 
upsetting the entire Charminar Challenge Ranji Trophy programme. The end of the league 
phase of the national championship led to protests from Punjab and Rajasthan against the 
Delhi and Districts Cricket Association and Uttar Pradesh respectively that the latter parties 

transgressed the laws of the tournament. 

And while these battles were going on in the board room, the Inter-Zonal Duleep Trophy 
championship final provided a bizarre episode—West Zone paceman Rashid Patel pulling out a 
stump to assault North Zone opener Raman Lamba at the fag end of the match —a culmination 
of sledging and gamesmanship indulged in by players of both the teams aided by sUent 
acceptance of the violations of the spirit of the game by the two umpires officiating the 
match—messra Ramaswamy and Banerjee. 

This unsavoury incident, condemned by all those who witnessed the final at Jatnahedpur, 
wasa telling comment on the sad state of affairs prevalent in the game where winning, by 

hook or crook, is all that matters. 


AMAN LAMBA is the latest angry 

R young man in Indian cricket. The 
aggressive opener is now bristling 
with indignation. He feels that his 
suffering is unjust and that he has 
been needlessly victimised In and out 
of the Indian team, Lamba bases his ire on two 
factoi's. "1 was not given a fair hearing. I went to 
the disciplinary committee meeting 
I well-prepared with newspaper cuttings, 
j photographs and reports in journals. But the 
three men committee just swept aside my 
evidence. The basic tenets of justice demands that 
a ]Tersoii on trial is Innocent till proved guilty but 
I was treated as guilty. Instead the committee 
counter attacked me with a conditioned frame of 
mind I am bitter that I could not justify my 
innocence. It seemed the disciplinary committee 
had already made up their minds about the 
punishment The senior players called before the 
disciplinary committee, told me even before the 
meeting started that 1 was to be penalised. At first 

_ 
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1 did not believe them, but later when some 
players were just reprimanded and I was 
punished, I got suspicious.” 

Lamba says he is now banking on media 
pressure for his sentence to be reduced. He is also 
glad that the Association of Indian Cricket 
Players has agreed to take up his cause. Lamba is 
hurt that his North !Zone skipper Kapil Dev has 
chosen to remain silent on this issue. Instead of 
defending his team-mate, Kapil has reacted 
sharply. Iii a press statement in Calcutta, the 
North Zone skipper said, “Lamba should be 
thankful that 1 haven’t opened m^ mouth.” 
Kapil's curt statement hints that Lamba had used 
provocative language. In contrast Lamba 
interprets Kapil’s silence as a sell out or 
compromise by the former Indian skipper. 

Apparently, there is evidence that both 
skippers exacerbated the tension and acrimony in 
the match. North zone players say, that Ravi 
Shastri walked into the umpire’s room and said, 
“If you don’t call Sanjay Manjrekar back, I will 









give you zero marks.” 

There were no strictures against Kapil and 
Shastri was merely warned. Which prompted an 
incensed Lamba to say. “I have been riiade a 
scapegoat to cover others faults. Why should I 
pay the price?" 

Some of the other Delhi players are also 
incensed that skipper Kapil Dev let them down. 
Manoj Prabhakar is grieved that he has been 
reprimanded whereas Chetan Sharma was 
allowed to get away scot free. Manoj in a letter to 
the disciplinary committee stated that he bowled 
bouncers on the skipper’s instructions. Initially 
Chetan Sharma was to appear before the 
disciplinary committee but later got exonerated. 

A senior DDCA official found this very suspicious. 
He said, “As BCCI President Madhav Rao Scindia 
is also president of the Haryana Cricket 
Association, it seems he made sure that no 
Haryana cricketer was penalised. ” 

Lamba claims he had been sacrificed to pro¬ 
tect the bigger stars 








Kapil Dev Is being made out to be the bad boy 
by some Delhi cricketers 
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hints that tarntra used provt^tive lan¬ 
guage. In contrast lamba interprets 
Ka|>it*s silence as a sellout or comprom¬ 
ise by the former Indian skipper 
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MAnER OF OPINION 


MVGOTHOSKAR 


The BCCI's umpires sub-committee is meeting at Bangalore soon to question the two 
umpires about the incident. But 1 feel any punishment taken against them, if at all, would be 
unilateral. You can’t punish the umpires and at the same time let players like Prabhakar, who 
blatantly violated the law: 42 of cricket relating to Pair and Unfair Play (by bowling four to five 
bouncers an over from around the stumps and repeatedly treading on the wicket) go scot free 
along with his captain (Kapil Dev) who allowed these violations to continue. 

In other countries the authorities take prompt action against erring cricketers even before 
getting an official report unlike the BCCI which waits for a long time. A player like 
Prabhakar. who had reportedly sweared at an umpire during the Deodhar Trophy match at 
Bixlsar recently, has been allowed to misbehave without any deterrent action against him. I do 
not absolve the two umpires of any blame as, according to reports, they failed to warn the 
bowlers against bowling intimidatory stuff. 

1 am unable to understand why two experienced umpires like Ramaswaroy and Banerjee did 
not take full advantage of the experimental laws in vogue whereby they are empowered to 
send off a fielder for misbehaviour for a session—as had happened to Hyderabad’s Vijay 
Mohan Raj a few years'back—-force a bowler to be taken off for misbehaviour and also submit a 
report against a batsman for misbehaviour later. 

I wonder what the much-talked-about Players’ Association has done to curb the player’s, 
misbehaviour. Last year they (association members) were shouting hoarse about their rights. 
Don’t they feel they have some responsibilities too towards the game to see that the spirit of 
the game is not trampled upon? Their chief spokesman, Arun Lai, has later deplored the 
incident. The same Arun Lai, however, is not above board regarding gamesmanship. I can cite 
his time-wasting tactics in last year’s Ranji Trophy final between Bengal and Delhi. 

How does one deplore an incident, which was a culmination of gamesmanship indulged in 
by both the teams, on one hand and on the other encourage the same or himself indulge in it. 

It just is not fair and I am justified in saying it even smacks of hypocrisy. 

The players banned by the BCCI, Patel and Lamba, are not superstars of the game. A 
hypothetical question in this regard, I feel, is in order. Would the BCCI have dared to impose a 
ban if the players involved in the stump-wielding saga had been any of the Indian superstars? 
Last year these stars got the ban imposed on them for visiting the USA without the Board 
President’s permission revoked later which raises doubts in my mind whether a ban wovdd 
have been imposed if any of the superstars had been directly involved. 


MAHARAJA FEATUSCS 


S OME of the other Delhi players are 
also incensed that Kapil let them 
down. Said a senior DDCA official. 
“As Scindia is also President of the 
Haryana Cricket Association, it seemed 
that he made sure that no Haryana 
cricketer was penalised” 


L AMBA’s other grouse is that the judgement 
was not lair. “1 just defended myself and 
yet Rashid Patel the attacker got a 
punishment, only slightly more harsh. It was a 
planned conspiracy. Kiran More instigated 
Rashid to hit me.” 


The West Zone players allege that Lamba 
instigated the controversy by abusing and riling 
left handed medium pacer Rashid Patel. Kiran 
More in his statement to the disciplinary 
committee stated—“throughout the match, the 
.cricketers of North Zone had constantly irritated 
us. Rashid wouldn’t have done what he did. But 
Imnba instigated him in such a fashion that he 
lost control of himself. Also people cannot 
imagine the way North Zone’s cricketers played 
the match. Manoj Prabhakar was constantly 
running on to the wicket. He also was constantly 
abusing the batsmen.” 

Wicketkeeper More categorically stated that 
Lamba was the main culprit. “It was Lamba who 
created all the disturbance. He started to abuse 












[[aJITWADEKARIBB 


NARI CONTRACTOR II 


"I wanted a three-year 
ban for these two 
cricketers (Lamba 
and Patei) for they set 
. a bad precedent for 
youn^ters aspiring 
to become good 
cricketers and I think 
they got away with a 
light sentence (Ban 
for ten months and one year respectively). I 
wanted all others involved in letiding to this 
incident to be punished as these things do not 
happen all of a sudden. Only a gradual 
build-up of tension due to sledging and taunts 
has resulted in such an explosive situation and 
I think the rival captains (Kapil Dev and Ravi 
Shastri) were instrumental (in allowing things 
to go out of control). 

The umpires should also have been pimished 
more severely instead of merely being warned. 
They had all the powers to stop things from 
going out of hand but failed to do so. For 
example Manoj Prabhakar could have been 
warned for bowling intimidatory stuff—excess 
of bouncers and short-pitched balls. 

Cricket has become very professional these 
days but the players have not understood the 
correct meaning of the term professionalism. 



Bedi feels that both skippers Ravi Shastri 
and Kapil Dev shovdd have been punished for 
allowing matter come to such a pass. He said, 
“the minimum that could have been done was 
to strip them of their captaincy—Kapil Dev of 
Haryana and North 2k>ne and Ravi Shastri of 
Bombay and West Zone. ” 


Rashid, not even sparing his parents. If he hadn’t 
done that Rashid wouldn’t have reacted.” 

Lamba rejects such allegations. “We had won 
the match, why should I chide and abuse Rashid. 
It is the fielding side and bowlers who resort to 
sledging. As a batsman I was just trying to 
concentrate. When North Zone fielded, for about 
two and a halfdays, because of an injured toe, I 
was on the field for just one session. When he 
attacked me I showed restraint. If I used a.bu8ive- 
language, then Rashid could have reported me to 
the umpire. The umpire’s reports do not contain 
any references of abusive language or obscene 
gestures by me.” 

Raj Singh Dlmgarp^lr who dominated the 
disciplinary committee had another 


TliHSre lias.to ^ k 
ofoonduptfortito 
fdayei’s. Sihoetih^to 
the first thhe the' 
BCCIhasreadly 
reacted to’ 
unsportsmanlike, 
indisciplined apts cm 
thelleld. letitbea 
forerunnerto set up a 
code of conduct on the field for the phQfero. 

The code of conduct should specify, in clear, 
terms, the different types of misbehaviour and 
the corresponding punishments to bO meted 
out for them. The punishments must not be 
monetary fines but should be debarments for 
different specified periods of time as I feel 
monetary fines do not improve anybody's 
conduct. 

1 feel Kapil Dev's statement to the three-man 
disciplinary committee, denying Prabhakar’s 
written explanation to the committee that he 
. had bowled bouncers and deliberate beamersat 
the batsmen under Kapil's instructions, does 
not absolve the captain of the blame. 

Kapil shovild have stopped him frcnn bowling 
bouncers and, if Prabhakar had disobeyed 
him, should have removed him from the 
attack. Kapil thus becomes a party to 
Prabhakar'8 mode of bowling. This aspect 
should have been considered by the committee 
and Kapil should have been asked for an 
explanation. 

The umpires should have*taken sterner 
action from the first day of the match. They 
were weak-kneed and not able to control the 
game. 

Indiscipline has been allowed to grow by the 
BCXn and its affiliated associations by not 
taking appropriate action as soon as possible 
whether it be Ranji Trophy, Test or organised 
local tournaments. 


interpretation of the incident. When Rashid 
bowled a vicious bouncer from half pitch, Lamba 
in fright raised his bat to defend himself. Raj 
Singh feels the bat was held provocatively and 
questioned Lamba on this issue. Lamba rejects 
this charge and says, “I raised my bat in fright 
above my head. It was not meant as an aggressive 
gesture. I raised my bat instinctively .” 

Insists Lamba “Let the BCCl disciplinary 
committee explain on what grounds I have been 
banned and what was my involvement in the 
controversy.” The pragmatic Lamba realises that 
the ban can only be reduced not abolished. He 
hopes the ban will only be for six months and that 
he will be available in Oct. 1991. 

Novy Kapadia, N«w MM 
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FIRST LADY 


Monica Seles is 
women’s tennis’ 

new No. 1 



“Ilike spinach, but I don’t think my energy conies from 
that "—Monica Seles 

T HWACK! Ugghuh! Thwack! Ugghuh! Thank God they 
don’t have a no-grunt rule in tennis else Monica Seles 
would be off the circuit. Doing what? Modelling 
probably, having already featured in Vogue, Elleand 
Seventeen before she herself was seventeen. But the 
catwalk prowl will have to wait, for Ms Seles is still 
courting greatness as a tennis player. A courtship that has assumed 
a fascinating dimension because now March 11, 1991 to be exact Ms 
Seles is No. 1. 

Seles’ greatness is still questionable because of her youth. And the 
burden of history. Every previous No. 1, with the possible exception 
of Tracy Austin, has done great justice to that position. Not only in 
the length of period they ruled (Navratilova 78/79/83/83/84/85/86, 
Evert 75/76/77/78/80/81, Graf 87/88/89/90) but also in their 
contribution to the sport (Navratilova/athleticism, Evert/finesse, 
Graf/power). The jury will be out for a while on Seles. 

In ^les’ defence we can say that she has reached the threshold (of 
greatness) with all the speed and facility of one of her wickedly 
powerful double-fisted strokes. 

In February 1989 she turned professional. She started the year 
ranked No. 86 and ended it as No. 6, with only one tour title, a 3-6, 
6-1,6-4 upset win over Chris Evert at Houston. 

In February 1990, so remarkable was her growth, that she was 
already being asked questions about being No. 1 Her answers were 
typically cool “I may become No. l this year or maybe next year or 
maybe never”. Ma,ybe never?—yeah, and elephants can fly, right? 

In February 1991, there were no questions. She was the best. Just 
the date of the coronation was awaited. Steffi Grafs 1 a6-week rule, 
the longest uninterrupted reign ever in tennis was to be consigned 
to the history books. 

Ironically though, the No. 1 ranking changed hands in a week 
where both Seles (by Navratilova) and Graf (by Sabatini) were 
defeated, but neither loss had any effect on the inevitable 
Seles' achievement, precocious perhaps, is hardly surprising, and 
can be linked in a sense to one particular match. The German Open 
final on May 20, 1990, when she beat Graf 6-4, 6-3 for the first time. 
It was Seles' fifth tournament victory in a row and merely a preface 
to her subsequent French Open Win. And it coincided, just too 
perfectly, with the, initially gradual and then rapid, deterioration of 
Graf. One rose, the other fell, both rather dramatically at that. 

Everyone knows that her cartoonist father, Karolj, would draw 
figures of Tom and Jerry on the ball when Monica practiced as a girl. 
But it was not for entertainment, but to hone her competitive edge, 
for, Seles was meant to believe she was the ‘cat’-the killer. Question 
is. is anybody in the women’s game tough enough to bell her? 

RohttBrijmth 
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BY WILLIAM RHODES 


CHAIN? 


H e has always had those 
familiar elements of 
classical tragedy strewn 
about his life. That rags 
to riches image, that 
dramatic effect of a man 
emerging as fortune’s minion 
hrom the hellish despair of urban 
squalor and then almost 
wandering his way to the veiy 
piimacle of success, glory, power 
and wealth, as if propelled by 
I some inexhorable force of fate. 

K Only, in the end, to crumble in 

^ utter ruin. 

•. In Oreek tragedy they said fate 
is doom, the protagonists being 
mere puppets in destiny’s chain. 
In Shakespearean drama, 
character became destiny, the 
protagonists moulding their own 
future, their glory and then 
hurling themselves back to ruin 
through their own follies 
And if Shakespearean tragedy is 
the modern version of 
classical drama, then Maradona is 
the archetypal tragic hero of our 
times, throwing himself down to 
ruin from the summit of 
epoch-making success—if. of 
course, there is any truth in the 
charges that have recently been 
levell^ aganst him. 

• Reports had it recently that 

Naples magistrates are 
investigating claims that 
Maradona is embroiled in a mafia 
drugs and sex ring. Which means 
if found guilty of drugs and 
trafficking charges, the football 
god of all times will be condemned 
to 80 years in jaU. 

The superstar’s fall from grace 
- has taken the whole soccer world 
Iqr storm, and of course, hurt 
those millions of his fans who 
worshipped not Just him, but 
almost the entire concept of glory, 
success, and excellence that he 
personifted. In fact, the news 
cams as so much of a shook that 
even an anxious Pope John i^ul 


felt obligated to issue a public 
reminder to footballers 
everywhere that their lives in the 
public eye entail certain moral 
obligations. 

The former Napoli skipper, 
however, continue to plead 
innocent. "Women? Sure, there 
were plenty of those. But drugs? 
No never,” he said. 

However, what is really 
distressing is the dark hints that 
he gave about the notorious 
Italian mafia’s probable design to 
malign and eventually destroy 
him for unwittingly “winning 
matches that we were not 
supposed to win.” 

It is common knowledge that 
Napoli is the centre of Italy’s 
mafia-run football betting racket, 
and their vendetta is the most 
menacing of all Italian curses. So, 
is Maradona really guilty or has 
he unknowingly tripped the mafia 
dons and earned their inescapable 
wrath and is now being implicated 
by them in false scandals of drugs 
and sex. 

Evan though Maradona, in a 
recent TV interview sounded 
profoundly convincing while, 
pleading his innocence, taped 
telephone conversations with 
well-known drug dealers and 
statements of four prostitutes 
form the basis of the evidence 
against him. On TV Maradona 
said, “I want to leave Naples, 
because I don’t want anyone to teU 
my daughters that their father 
sold drugs or anything like that.” 
but according to some evidence, 
he really stands accused of hiring 
call-girls, taking cocaine and 
offering it to them. 

The narcotics cops, however, 
has not so far pressed any formal 
charges, but at the same time, 
Maradona has been advised that 
his lawyers should soon start 
working on a possible line of 
d^ence. 


■■ 
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and their vendetta is the most menacing of all Italian curses... 
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If that piece of advice or 
warning symbolises the writing 
on the wall, then Maradona may 
soon be seen on the dock—in a few 
weeks from now. 

Eventually, if. to escape the 
tough Neapolitan narcotic laws, 
Maradona does decide to retire 
and fly back home, he will have to 
part with a net annual income of 
more than $3 million. He is 
already estimated to have earned 
between $15 million and $30 
million in the six years since he 
joined Napoli from Barcelona. 

Ever since the latest scandal 
broke the media has also 
ruthlessly gone after him, and, as 
a result, in a newspaper poll in 
January, Maradona was voted the 
most hated man in the whole of 
Italy. 

It is a fact that thanks to football 
and his celebrityhood, the mafia, 
the top connoisseurs of soccer in 
Italy, has all along been indirectly 
involved in Maradona’s life—often 
hosting lavish banquets, parties, 
receptions in his honour. 

In 1986, he was photographed 
at a reception hosted by the 
infamous Carmine Giuliano Don 
of the city’s infamous Porcella 
quarters, where massive drugs, 
sex, smuggling rackets are based. 
And it was around that time the 
police began building up a dossier 
on Maradona’s wide network of 
friends. 

When the dossier was finally 
made public in 1966, it caused a 
massive hue and cry, while in 
self-defence Maradona contended, 
and rightly so. that he could not 
be responsible for all the guests 
invited to parties given by his 
friends. As if that was not 
enough, after the 1986 World 
Cup, an 18-year-old Naples shop 
girl, Cristina Sinagra, produced a 
baby boy and called him Diego 
Armando, insisting he was 
Maradona's son. 

Maradona denied, only in vain, 
because by then the Neapolitans, 
his ardent fans, who put their 
family even before soccer, were 
axuioyed and bitter. The whole city 
of Naples denounced Maradona 
and supported Sinagra, who took 
Maradona to court claiming child 


What Is reallf 
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support. Of course, there were 
many who held a brief for him, 

but much to their consternation 
and embarrassment Maradona 
kept on refusing to take a 
paternity test. 

It was against this sordid 
backdrop, that the nosy Italian 
Press began vigorously dishing 
out juicy stories of Maradona’s 
womanising, now in inverse 
proportion to his on field success. 
The toil and punishmmit of a 
decade of relentless top level 
football had by now began to take 
their toU on his body, while the 
controversies drained him 


psychologically. He had already 
had three pins in his left ankle 
which was shattered when he 
played in Spain. And now 
gradually, his dedication, his 
sporting discipline, slackened as 
he began to skip training, had 
frequent quarrels with his club 
bosses, and in many other ways 
gave blear indications of deep 
psychological disorientation 
which by no means was conducive 
to good football. 

It was then the bombsh^ came. 
An article. SSex, drugs, and goals 
appeared in well-known Mi^ 
weekly Epooa, and linked him to a 


“Women? Sure, there were plenty ot 
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47-year-old Naplm brothel madam 
Cannela Cinquegrrana. The 
madam has recently been detained 
by the pcdioeon euaplcion of 
involvement in a cocaine 
smusrgling racket 

Even though Maradona keepe 
denying the drug ciharges juetae 
vehemently as ever before, the 
taiggeet problem for him now is 
the increasing number of girls 
and prostitutes siurendering to 
the pohoe with stories erf how the 
superstar had offered them 
oooalne. 

And as for his sexual exploits 
with the expensive and ‘skilful' 


call-girls of Italy, disaster struck 
when one of Thego's Ladies’, as 
they are popularly known in 
Naples, confessed to a newspaper, 
"He’s more of a champion on the | 
pitch than he is in bed.” 

In the final analysis, however, 
none of these scandals and 
controversise would have really 
mattered or been blown up to swdi < 
appalling imcqxsrtions, if only 
Maradona had beoa as good on the 
field as he was expected. 

Argentina was definite^ lucky 
to have reached last year's World 
Cup final in Rome, and as for 


Maradona’s own performance, it 
was only the tears tint rolled 
down his cheeks that summed up 
the pathetic «ui. Since then the 
fortunes of Napoli too have 
. slumped. 

And you know, in a tragedy it 
is only when the hero falls either - 
to his fatal or self-created doom 
that the catharsis happens. In 
Maradona’s case, the catharsis 
has already begun to happen. The 
only question now is: did 
Maradona caused his own 
pain—Or he is just a puppet on a 
chain?* 


those. But drugs? No, never"... Maradona 
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mist hooded the 
outline of 
Wimbledon's 
Centre Court 
three weeks ago, 
as Bjorn Borg 
glanced across, but it didn't 
matter; he knows well enough 
what the cathedral of tennis looks 
like. 

Never ranked among the 
world's greatest providers of 
quotes, Borg conceded it was 'nice 
to be b6Lck’. Nice is not the first 
word which comes to mind when 
considering Borg’s decision to 
clamber back aboard the gravy 
train of professional tennis at the 
age of 34. Sensational, certainly. 
Brave, definitely. Foolhardy and 
misguided, quite possibly. 

The man who won Wimbledon 
five straight years between 1976 
and 1980 was hard at work 
on the All England Club's 
indoor courts, the latest stage of a 
seven-month campaign to clear 
body and mind of the accumulated 
clutter of an eight-year retirement 
from the sport he once dominated. 
He intends to return in late April 
at the Monte Carlo Open, where he 
bade farewell to tennis in 1983, 
before going on to play the Italian 
and French Opens. 

Then will come Wimbledon, 
where he last appeared in 1981, 
losing to John McEnroe in the 
final. All these tournaments have, 
naturally, been delighted to offer 


LENDL ON BORG 


all saw wfeat bapiwBad to 
McEnroe wfeon bo took ottMt 
months off, so hoino awai for 
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SPECIAL FEATURE 


The legend is reatly. in Afifil, Bjofii Borg wilt 
make his first touroametit appearance. And the 
sceptics might just be in for a surprise 


Borg a wild card since he no longer has any sort of 
ranking to guarantee automatic acceptance. Then, says Borg, he will 
go to America in Av^fust and try to play the US Open, a championship 
he never managed to win despite being four times a finalist. 

But for the moment here he was in London, SW19, the man they used 
to call Ice Borg and now a perfect advertisement for cryogenics—the 
same fair, shoulder-length hair still plastered to his neck from the 
shower, the familiar wispy beard, the slow shy smile the firm 
handshake. It could have been Wimbledon '81 not '91. 

On court, Borg sported the same headband and wristbands of red, 
white and blue but nowhere on his clothing was there to be spotted one 
of the sponsors’ logos which used to adhere to virtually every part of his 
torso. 

Not only is he starting again from the baseline but from well behind 
it, even in the opinion of many who regard themselves as friends. Ivan 
L^dl, beaten by Borg in the French Open final 10 years ago, says: 1 
wish Bjorn all the best but I would be really surprised if he starts 


CASTLE ON BORG 


‘‘He’S got plenty of control, plenty of power also. He’s got the 
volleys and the servo and he’s got the movomont I tried three 
drop shots and they wore good ones, they all failed" 


playing up to his reputation. We all saw what happened to John 
McEnroe when he took eight months off so being away for eight years 
is a big problem’. 

Why do it? It is definitely not, Borg insists, for the money, despite the 
failure last year of his company, which manufactured men’s clothing, 
luggage and toiletries. Thanks to the shrewd spread of his investments 
during the glory years, he is still worth ah estimated £10 million. 

It is just desire, said Borg. 'First of all I missed tennis. I am coming 
back because I am 100 per cent fit. I want to play, I want to win, I want 
the utisfaction. i am really hungry to get out there again.’ 

It all started. Borg explained, when he fell to watchiug tennis on 
television rather more frequently than had once been the case. Though 
by no means a boastful man, he says: 'Regarding the opposition that I 
see, I feel I have nc<thing to fear’. 

What he ought to fear is the development in racket technique winno he 
turned his broad back on the game. Now they are power-packed 
wielded, what’s more, by muscular youngsters who 
tend to spend free time lifting weights where many of Borg’s 
generation were prone to raise nothing heavier than beer glasses. 

Borg was practising last week with the very racket he used in the 

1981 Wimbledon final-wooden and now so small in comparison with 

the current models that it more closely resembled something to {day 
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squash with. He tried tbe new brands but without success. 

‘I didn’t feel comfortable with them, didn’t like them because 1 
couldn’t get any control. They didn’t offer me the sort of game I had 
always played, so I am going to stay with my old racket. 1 have kept 
quite a few. I will have eno^lgh to last me.’ He will need to—Donnay, the 
Belgian manufacturers, have deleted the Bjorn Borg special from their 
range. 

Andrew Castle, the British Davis Cup player, was Borg’s practice 
partner at Wimbledon last week. His one reservation was atout Bjorn’s 
racket: ‘He shouldn’t be using those small things. ’ Apart hrom that, 
Castle was astonished by what he saw across the net. T was supposed to 
.be playing in Stuttgart this week, but I gave that up. It’s gfoing to cost 
me a couple of thousand in earnings, but this had to be worth mimh 
more just to watch him in action!, 

‘He’s grot plenty of control, plenty of power also. He’s got the volleys 
and the serve but above all he’s got the movement. It’s just a sweeping 
coverage of the court. 1 tried three drop shots and they were grood ones, 
they all failed. 

There is no way he’s not going to win matches, not a chance. I’m 



“You don't havo to hit tlio ball at a thousand mllos an hour to bo 
a groat mayor, as John McEnroe showed, but what Blom has to 
roallso Is that he will take a few bumps at first" 





Borg anci Evert 
celebrate another 
French Open victory 
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troptiy in the 
haiidfr. of Its 
lealfst (. banipion 




idaylng in tournaments and I can tell you there are not mahy people 
who hit like that or who are as fit.' 

Speed and fitness rather than style, were always Borg’s trademarks. 
He has been hard at work on them since committing to a comeback last 
August. To get to the top you have to be physically and mentally in the 
best shape. That's what I am right now. I just need some match practice 
and that I will get. I hope I can play as well in those matches as I’m 
' doing right now in practice.’ 

Boi^s fitness trainer is someone he simply calls the Professor, a 
lively 79-yea.rold giving to seizing people by the lapels as he 
, ' (tei&onstrates the type of martial ^ he is towhing. Th^ make a bizarre 
•i. team. I knew him from the old days.’ says the Profeasor, ‘He worked 
' with me the live years he won Wimbledon. He never came the sixth year 
and lost tp that man, what was his name? That’s right, McEnroe.’ 

; 'ilae Ihrofessor feels he is in charge of a prime 34..yeftr-tdri ‘He the 
body tissue of a manctf 22, his endtirance is ridiculous for someone his 
^ge.Hie drkakS nothing but cold water. He has a stomach like a brick 
wall; He is 6ft. tall and has a 44-inoh chest. Ills heailibeat after severe 
SsetdiBes isoompletely normal. He is a perfect physidal i^pecimsn, 

mentally so almrt too.’lfe is so devoted to what he is doing that nothing 
alsesadi^ except love for his Wife and his son. He talks very little, if 
tiiitytldng. about himself but he said one thing, that raUber shook me: Tt 
. ish^tbempQsy.it’stlfesatiSfectlondfknowtngroandoitagatn.''’ 

It islMpthMang l^t tennis, once the sole item>i^JBorg’s should 

JBom. Mo made bis deHmt at 16 ,, won 
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Femwr girtfricnd janniin 
BJorUng with thair aon Bobin 






iiiiinediately ftom Puia cl^ 
Loadcmgnun aii4wituslfig^ , 

oiwfliatKitly on 1x>th talii^ A 

BBveratoU by 19SL% bfitedlbr- 
UnM away fioin bis job. into 

diiq;mtowith authority aboatthe 
Biunber of tournainenta hs sboabi 
I^ay every ysajT and in 1989 
decided on what aeonoed the 
definitive retirement at 26. 
’Nothing, ahscAutely nothing, is 
going to get me back into 
competitive tennis,' he said then. 

Borg did not eixjoy a contented 
retirement. He married and 
divorced Marianna Simionescu, a 
Romanian tennis player, fathered 
a eon, Robin, who is now five, and 
then broke with the boy's niother, 
Jannike Bjorling. In February 
1989 he was rushed to hospital 
from the Milan apartment of hie 
latest love, the Italian rook singer 
Loredana Berte, to whom he is 
now married. There were reporla 
of a suicide attempt but Borg 
dismissed the incident as an 
accidental oombination of alcohol 
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«iHll(Un1anna cm their wddhiifldiy ^ '''Iv: 

aBdixuKenniadrufEe. 4 

IVvo years cm flrom that low point in his lilie. 'tome^ tacac. 

It's true I said aU that about imvsr Tstuiminjir^ hut MtS ws srs. IfiNie 
{daylhffWimldedon 10 years ago and I wm ^baotetl^ jr^/ : ^ 

' filats Wilander, whoreplaoedhiinaaSwedsit^bOst|^aj^tthiti]cs ; . 

Borg will not make it. The top 100 is may beposriUe but i«4 tq?>0, 

He‘s not 80 years old or even 26, like I am. Ihoiiwhedoes, buttfive^ 
hard.’ • ■ 

Xjsnnart Bergehn, Borg's former coach and ndiider, says; ‘After siidli 
a lon g break even a person with his will of steel wouldn't havea ohanoe.' 
Ion Tiriac, Boris Beyer's manager, would not go to watch Borg t^w.. . 

The guy wasonoe the most perfect athlete in tennis. Now he would bs 
Just a normal player 

But there are those who think Borg could do It. John ]Newoombe; 
MtnmtAf a triple Wimbledon ohampUm, feris Bjom can win the French 
Open again. ‘He’s the best clay oourter whoever lived and it he is ready t 
think he has a shot at being in the top 80 again.' 

Vilas Qerulaitis. Borg’s beet friend on the rircuit, argues that the 
cdd-faahioned racket would not be a prchlem. Tou don’t have to hit the 
ball at a thousand miles an hours to be a great player, as John McEnroe 
showed, but what Bjorn has to realise Is that he wdl take a few bumps at 
first.’ 

Borg ie quite aware of this. 'I know what’s waiting for me in April, 
otherwise I wouldn’t have taken the decision. There is going to be a lot 
of pressure. People’s expectations wUl be high. Th^ will want to see me 
win. 1 would like that too. To do really wril at Wimbledon again is going 
to be the peak for me.’ 

RsnsMAtliln 
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Imagine 

what it would feel like 
to be in his shoes. 



Imagine the softest, most supple leather. Imagine a 
multi-studded sole for a firmer grip. And a high cushioned 
collar to protect the Achilles' tendon. In fact, imagine the 
Power cricket shoe. And you'll know what it feels like to be 
in Sachin Tendulkar's shoes. 

"'He's superb, " says Azharuddin. “/ didn't even play a 
first class match at his age whereas he has scored a 
century. His innings is one of the finest I have ever seen. " 
Not to mention his Power cricket shoes. With features 
that include a perforated 'upper' for added breathability 
and sweat absorption. And a flexible rubber sole for 
added comfort and protection against injury. 

"No doubt he is a wonder boy," says Mush tag 
Mohammed. "When I was his age I didn 't have his batting 






The professional cricket shoe. 
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SQUASH NEWS 
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The rivalry between the Australians aadtl|.€iPaklstania 


has suddenly heoome a vicious battle of words. Each one 
tstrsdngtonmtlwotlw down in a desperate 

attempttobe the top nation in squash 


O VER the last 

decade, without 
a hiccup, 
Jahan^r Khan 
and Jansher 
Khan have kept 
anironerripontheNo. 1 
spot. Such is their 
domination, that it has 
become the accepted fact 
that if both the Khans 
are playing in the same 
tournament the others 
might as well go home. 
Beating both of them is 
improbable, almost 
impossible, and an 
oftehoot of this deadlock 
is a ferocfious animosity 
against the two 
Pakistanis from their 
Australian 
counterparts. 

Over ^e.last five 
months, then has been 
tremendous tension 
between the Australians 
and the Pakistanis. It all 
started with an 
interview with Chris 
Dittmar, the Australian 
president of the 
International Squash 
Pli^yers* Association, 
who lashed out at the 
iworld champion, 
JanslwrKhan, 
describing him as a 
'nightmare’ 
representative of the 
game and Kkistan as an 
‘unhygenic* country 


where he always became 
‘sick as a dog*. 

Jahangir Khan was 
sent to London to sort 
out the situation hy the 
poiittoians in Karachi 
who were furious over 
the comments made by 
Dittmar. which 


maligned both Pakistan 
and their world 
champion. This confUot 
took a dramatio ttim 
diiring the Welsh Open 
Classic where the 
Australians started 
gunning for the 
Pakistanis and in the 


ju nyins s also ,' 

former world ohampton, 
BoesNOrman. 

AustraliaQ Xtodiuty 
lybtrtin, the wmrldJid. 5.. 
who was beaten by 
NOTman last year at die 
World (^)en, aodused 
him of employing 
duteous taotios on court. 
*11 is just the way he 
plays”, stormed Martin. 
"He doesn’t play the ball, 
usee you to change 
direction and bounces 
off you. 

“You don’t get any 
rhythm when you play 
him. He's always atedng 
for lets and tries to hted 
the ball. I just wish he 
would get on with the 
game, instead of 
wasting time.” 

"The referee is 
supposed to know what 
the game is a,bout, but he 
sits there and doesn’t 
say a thing about it. I 
didn’t know squash was 
aeon tact sport.” 

Act two of the drama 
was enacted between 
Rodney Martin and 
Jahangir Khan. Their 
match was continually 
interrupted by 
arguments between the 
pleyers and the referee. 

"Jahangir plays 
dirty”, Martin said. 

"He’s just not fit enough 
to play for the ball. BEe’s 
not the player he was 
three or for years ago. 

"I’m furioua about his 
perfonnanoe and he 
biunped and barged me 
throughout the match 
and blocked my path to 
the baU at every 
opporiunity. Ilierewas 
noway! could play my 
normal game under 
those tercumatanoee.” 

And in his usual 
caustic style he lashed 
out at the rtebree: "JI 
referees don’t start to 

p ann.l-ji^ - TahttTig ^i* fpf 

the way hs blodks the 
hall he is going to get/ 
out of hand ooipfdteely. 


Jahangir KlMwi: ghost of a worM champion 














THE WIND OF CHANGE 




E generations of 
JL players have been involved in the dramatic 
12-year career of Jahangir Khan and there 
ware inthnations during the Welsh Open that 
the closing chapter may be in the process of 
being written. 

For the first time in 10 years it seems certain 
that Jahangir Khan is going-to slip out of the 
top two in the world squash rankings. 

The writer, the least likely character of them 
all, is Chris Robertson. A small and relentless 
Australian whose armoury boasts of little 
except speed, patience and nagging precision. 
And yet, with this limited talent he defeated 
Jahangir at the Stretch Open. Vancouver. This 
produced rumours of imminent retirement 
which forced Jahangir Khan to seek medical 
advice. 

He returned to the squash oo\u1s alter five 
months, but things are no longer the same and 
the new rankings to be released shortly will 
have for the first time a new world No. 2. 

Chris Robertson: Hoping for the world No. 2 spot 
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Chris ornmer: he flMd 
the first vertwlaftsrtr 

Being the perfect 
gentleman. Jahangir 
Khan agreed that the 
match had been a little 
rough but he was 
oonvinoed that Rodnqj^ 
Martin was to blame. 

“He was blocking me 
and 1 wanted to show 
him that I could do the 
same." 

The final act took 
place between the 
original provocator, 
Chris Dittmar and the 
world champion, 
Jansher Khw. Their 
stormy semi-final match 
started with Dittmar 
throwing the ball at 
Jansher Khan in the 
second game vdien 
Jansher was awarded a 
penalty stroke to give 
him the lead. It was one 
of the several refereeing 
decisions with which 
Dittmar disagreed 
during the match. 
Although he was 
rsprinuanded. itdid little 









“THE AUSSIES ARE FRUSTRATED”—JANSHER 


IMIlHERE is a great 
A amount of 
flrustration which has 
built up among the 
Aussies because they 
have constantly been 
beaten by me,” 
believed Jansher 
Khan. 

Recalling his past 
experiences with the 
press,, Jansher Khan 
said, “In the past I 
only had to blow my 
nose to attract some 
unkind remark from 
the press. Today, both 
Dittmar and 
Robertson have 
shown dissent on the 
court. It will be 
interesting to see if 
the ‘all men are equal’ 
rule will be applied 
this time.” 

The reasons for this 
continuing verbal 
battle between the 
Australians and the 
Pakistanis is very 
simply explained by • 
Jansher Khan. 
"Within those four 
walls there are plenty 
of pent up feelings. 


to cool his anger against 
Jansher. 

The world No. 4, 
Dittmar described the 
Pakistani as a 
'nlghtihare of a world 
champion’ during the 
World Open in France 
and later called him‘an 
absolute disgrace to the 
sport’ when Jansher 
tanked a maUdi against 
Dittmar whicfli was his 
in the drltiah League. 

The logical cionohisipn 
thattme comes to Is that 
the Australians know 

yH«.n to 

'(» his wag down and the 
oidy wag ttiat they can 
gat to the to|i two spots 
tsthroa^ 



Sometimes you do get 
a questionable 
decision, but you 


Jansher Khan: his 
fraglls tsmpsramsnt 
Is In doubt 



mimt take it in your 
stride. The time 
wasting and arguing 
tactics has become a 
part of the modern 
game and it is doing a 
lot of damage to its 
image.” 

And with this sort 
of behaviour the 
referee's job has 
become an iinenviable 
one. Jansher 
appreciates what the 
referee has to go 
through; “The man in 
the referee’s chair has 
a difficult job. It is 
something that no 
one has grown to 
appreciate. If one 
player thinks that the 
referee has done a 
good job, there will be 
others who have 
unkind words to say.” 

According to 
Jansher the solution 
is very simple, 
“Players should learn 
to concentrate on the 
game and not on 
becoming a master of 
the ^bating society.” 


peyohologioal warfare. 

’Thefi’agilityof 
Jahsher’s mental state is 
also obvious to all. 
Although he has been 
making an effort to 
improve his relatkma 
with the ofXloiala, a litils 
provocation can result 
ina repeat of bia earlier, 
petulant behaviour....,. ;,V 
This xnight coma,ae 
Martling pews but the. 
AustrailaiiBare 
. desperate to become the 
tqp nation in wcndd 

ffflmeiTh rew HinaiMt 

that they will Btopat 
iiothing to adhieva thUi' 

MlM' ■ 








ALL IN THE GAME 


1 Toto Lends His Name | 

1 

1 

Soccer In Europe 


To lawful services 


^MnOTO’ SCHILLACI hasn't been scoring 
I goals and now we know why. He’s been 
A catching bank robbers—or so it seems. 
Toto, World Cup hero, and a Sicilian right 
down to the little studs of his Diadora boots 
was in a sense, behind the recent capture of 
bank bandit Antonino Schellione, aged 57. 

Schellione, along with five of his cronies was 
involved in robbing a branch of the Baidc of 
Sicily. They got away with a great deal of loot, 
including safe deposit boxes which yielded 
goods worth £ 125,000. Among the loot was a 
1,000 lire note (worth a paltry Rs 70) which 
bore the autograph of Toto himself. 

Schellione, was arrested when this particular 
note was found on his person. 

Toto. now how-a-bout-a some goals! 


Cricket In New Zealand 


Widening the ‘Gulf 

A nd the crazy thingrs in cricket continue 
without any repose. Like, take for 
example, the antics of a man who was 
returning home after seeing the fiist Test 
between New 2Sealand and Sri Lanka at 
Wellington. 

The man was on a domestic flight to 
Auckland when he was arrested and charged 
with using threatening words. Apparently 
drunk, he yelled at fellow passengers, that he 
was Saddam Hussein. Before you could say 
'Martin Crowe!' the united passengers forced 
him to disembark and handed him over to the 
authorities. 


Ashes To Ashes? 


Not anymore 

M inor changes have been sought by the - 
Cremation Society—a rather morbid 
body (pun unintended)—of London. They 
have asked for cricket's moat precious trophy, 
the Ashes, to be replaced by somethihg more 
modem. They have also asked that the original 
mock obituary that led to the founding of the 
Ashes legend in 1882, and written by Reginald 
Brooks, the son of the Society's founder be 
changed to something more zippy. 

pi'Reglimld must be spinning—not 
«]^ing>^in hi^ grave. 


Going bananas! 


C heck tlUa out! Bananas are permanently 
going to go out of season at Europe’s 
football grounds from next year. This 
move will be the result of the European Union 
of Football Associations’ efforts to stamp out 
racial hatred on the ground. The banana, in 
this case, serves as a racist taunt for anyone of 
a darker shade. 

Executive Committee member, Jo Van Marie 
said: "We will give the same penalties for 
throwing bananas as we do for fireworks. 
Insulting coloured people will not be 
tolerated.” 


L 
9 
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But the German manager of Dutch first '* 
division club Heerenveen, Fritz Korbach, does 
not give a danin. There is an uproar in Holland 
over remarks by him directed to Dutch 
international Bryan Roy and PSV Eindhoven’s 
Brazilian import, Romario. “That rotten 
nigger starts kicking everybody when he loses 
the ball,” and “the coffee bean is only ruining 
the game," he snapped. Korbach, whose deeds 
have been discussed in Pariiement. remains 
unrepentant for as he says,“I don't complain 
whbn people call me a rotten kraut. ” 
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MOVING TO 
THE BEAT 





IKE grooving to 
the beat while 

''T 

working out. do 



you? Well, don t 
crank the volume up 
too much Especially 
if you’re using stereo 
headphones. Accord¬ 
ing to research done 
at the Ear Institute in 
Indianapolis, the 
combination of stereo 
headphones and aero¬ 
bic exercise can be 







k0 


doubly damaging to 
the hearing The 
headphones, tliey 
say. cause inner ear 
vasoconstriction and 
lead to hearing loss- 
...something that 
could be drastic when 
combined with aei’o- 
bics which also 
causes vasoconstric¬ 
tion as blood is 
pumped in largo 
volumes to the vital 
areas. The not effect 
is too much pressure 
on the inner ear. 

So if you can’t get 
the mood going till 
the music reaily 
starts thumping, why 
don’t you try a stereo 
system? That way 
you're still working 
out to the beat...but 
your inner ear isn't. 




H ere's one to 
check up if 
you're breathing 
right It's not as sim¬ 
ple as you think—^just 
inhaling and exhal¬ 
ing- and if you're not 
doing it correct, you 
could be starving 
your body of vital ox¬ 
ygen. Inhale too fast 
and the body doesn't 
get enough oxygen; 
exhale too fast and 
the body doesn't have 
enough carbon 
dioxide 

Hold it. hold it, be¬ 
fore you start yelling 
your head off about 
the ‘need’ for carbon 
dioxide. You do need 
a little carbon diox¬ 
ide oven though it’s 
basically a waste pro- 
d uct— for a short 
period before it's ex¬ 
pelled. Too little of it 
can leave your think¬ 
ing slowed and your 
sensations dulled. 

So breathe real 
deep. Expand the di¬ 
aphragm, the muscu¬ 
lar partition between 
the chest and the 
abdominal areas,, as 
you inhale. This 
should leave your 
midsection expanded, 
not the chest. When 
you exhale, pull in 
the abdominal mus¬ 
cles to force out all 
the air. 

That way, you’ll be 
getting a lungful ev¬ 
ery time you breathe. 





GETTHE 
MASSAGE? 


E ver tried a massage? We’re talking pro¬ 
fessional sports massage here. Not some 
downtown pat-down you can get from the 
hustlers. If the answer’s no, then maybe it’s 
time you started checking up where you can 
get a trained masseur to lay his or her hands 
on your muscles. 

In fact, the latest studies on massage show 
that athletes who train seriously and regularly 
should have at least one sports massage per 
week. It smoothens out the kinks in your mus¬ 
cles. Improves circulation. Relieves tension. 
And reduces muscle soreness. 

So, c’mon, let’s find the closest place to get 
that rubdown. Not only does it mfdce you feel 
oh-so-good; it also does wonders for your body. 









HOW MUCH? HOW 
SOON? 


A re you one of those who’s always con¬ 
fused about how much iron to lead onto 
the bar? Always messing it up by either 
lifting too light and feeling like a cheat, or 
lifting too heavy and dying of exhaustion? If 
so, here’s the lowdown on how much. 

If you’re just getting started, stick to a light 
weightage. Say, about 80-50% of what you can 
actually lift. Then, as you get used to the mo¬ 
tions, you can start going for gold. Shoot for 
about 90% and, once in a while, even go over 
the limit. That’s the only way you’ll keep build¬ 
ing strength. After all, intensity is the key 
word in getting results. If you're still doing 
the same workout you did three years ago, 
you’ll be fit allright. But you won’t be getting 
any fitter or stronger. 

If you want to get stronger, you’ve got to 
keep pushing yourself a little harder every few 
months. 








NATIONAL SNOOKER CHAMPIONSHIP 


I T was the stuff dreams are 
made of. Down two frames to 
love, and massing' shots that 
would've had an amateur 
blushing, Yasin Merchant 
managed to win tlie third. It 
appeared a mcxik, momentary, 
relief for his opjionent pulled 
away again to 3' l, yet Merchant 
held ahiadfast and reeled off the 
next SIX consecutive frames to win 
his first .si’inoi' national snooker 
title 7-3 

If tins particular match was a 
dream for Yasin Merchant, it was 
a nightmare for his opponent, 

Alok Kumar Standing helplessly, 
he crumbled as his lead was 
whittled away, Merchant’s 
menace eventually reducing him 
to avei’age cl ub standaid, as he 
missed pots which he would have 
sunk with his eyes shut, earlier in 
the afterncxin. 

Having clawed his way back 
into the game with a nail-biting 
sixth frame win (61-60), Merchant 
seemed to suddenly find the 
I’hythm he enjoyed against 
Shandilyain the semifinal. And 
when the final black rolled into 
the top right hand pocket to seal 
the issue, it was an emotionally 
wrung-out Merchant who 
Ciollapsed on the table in 
disbelieving ecstasy It didn’t 
matter that he had run out of 
balls, thus being denied, the Ks 
1.000 promised by an anonymous 
snooker lover for every century 
break in the semifinals and final. 


YASIN MERCHANT 


IS INDIAN 


SNOOKER’S 


r, VV 
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The 91-point break was good 
enough to raise this 24-year-old 
cueist from Maharashtra to 
domestic snooker’s highest 
pinnacle. And that was all that 
mattered 

As for his opponent, Alok 
Kumar, it was virtually 
impossible to swallow this defeat. 
Working his way through the 
ranks with quiet, deadly 
efficiency— he made short work of 
Kenneth D’Cruz in the 
pre-quarters while S A.Saloem 
got just one frame off him in the 
quarters-he had survived a 
clifflianger against Devendra 
Joshi the previous day And then. 

A beaming Yasin Merchant holds 
the trophy aloft; but his emotions 
showed their true colours when he 
collapsed on the table after sinking 
the final black (inset) 






cnintliKMiittliis 

lead 

away, Mar^iaiif s 
menace eventually 
reftucfoigidmto 
average ditb 
standard 


Edging past Bengal’s Yusuf Mirza 
in the quarters, he couldn’t 
maintain his sharpness and went 
down against Kumar. 

Impressing with their standard 
of play on the green baize were 
others like Sonic Multani, S. A. 
Saleem, Mathew Thomas, Sapjay 
Sawant and Atul Agarwal. 
Multani, the Geet Sethi clone, 
might not have survived the 
guiles of the wily Yusuf Mirza in 
the pre-quarters, but he did regale 
everyone with a highest break of 
122 before switching his attention 
to the junior championship. 

Saleem, an extremely strong 
potter, had the crowd gasping 
with delight with one moment, 
only to have them shaking their 
heads in disbelief as he miiffed an 
easy chance the very next. 

Thomas, equally adept at sinking 


PMO^OOn^PHS nASHB6H/WID«S 



just as he scented further success, 
it was cruell.y snatched away from 
him. But the junior champ from 
last time round has served notice 
that he is the man to watch. 

Equally disappointed was the 
portly Ashok Shandilya. In 
tremendous spirits ever since he 
ended defending champion-and 
horribly out-of-touch—B. V.S. 
Murthy’s challenge in the 
pre-quarterfinal, much was 
expected from Shandilya when he 
took on Yasin Merchant in the 
semis. But his notorious mental 
block against the Bombay-based 
player surfaced yet again, to leave 
him a stumbling shadow of his 
normal, assured self: Merchant 


having amassed a huge tally of 
309 points by the time the marker 
settled the table for the fourth 
frame while Shandilya had a mere 
11, inclusive of a four-away by his 
opponent. Yet it was not a true 
reflection of the differenw in 
abilities. 

As for the other player who 
made the semifinal stage, 
Devendra Joshi, the rigours of the 
preceeding two weeks caught up 
with him. Blinking furiously, he 
sometimes even resorted to 
screwing his eyes shut in a 
desperate effort to maintain his 
eagle-eyed focus. But the national 
billiards runner-up couldn't make 
it two finals in as many weeks. 


Runner-up Alok Kumar’s game 
crumbled as his opponent grew In 
strength 

the balls, blew a 2-0 lead against 
the eventual champion in the 
quarters. Sawant, easily the best 
built snooker player we’ve seen in 
this country, unfortunately came 
up against a steamrolling Joshi in 
the crucial match in Group H. 
Agarwal had somewhat the same 
problem as the part-time doctor, 
part-time snooker player faced a 
desperateB.V.8. Murthy in a 
crucial Group A match. 

And, of course, there were the 
odd flashes of brilliance from 
champion O. B. Agarwal. The 
former world champion displayed 







Celebrate Retirement! 



UCs JEEVAN AKSHAY 



Jeevan Akshay is a unique voluntary 
pension plan ojren to anyone aged 50 
and above. To help them make their 
life's savings work for them, throughout 
their retired lives. Retirement benefits 
like Provident Fund and Gratuity, if 
invested in Jeeran Akshay. are safe from 
other spending pressures and ensure a 
regular monthly income. 


Take a look at Jeevan Akshay's benefits: 

• 12 post-dated cheques (one for each 
month) for the whole year in 
advance which is 12.7% of your 
investment every year for life. 

• Premiums paid upto Rs. 40,000/- per 
annum, are fully deductible hrom the 
taxable income under Section 
80CCA of the Income Tax Act. 


• Bonus additions along with principal 
sum to legal heirs of policy-holder 
after his death. 

• Option to take back 30% of principal, 
seven years after commencement 
(at aslightly reduced monthly income). 

For free brochure and details contact your nearest 

UC office, any UC agent or Deuetopment Officer. 

We uitU be glad to help you 
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HOW THEY FINISHED 


lYASIN MifICHANt 
(MHTA) 

2. ALOK KUMAft (PUliQ 

3. DEVSN0RA JOSHI (RtY) 

4. ASHOK SHAMDItYA 
(RLY) 

5. S.A SALEEM (TN) 

6. MATHEW THCMMAS (KER) 

7. YUSUF MtRZA (BEN) 

S. SHAKEEL AHMEO (BEN) 


Devendra Joshi (left) struggled to 
keep his eagle-eye focus, out the 
two weeks of relentless play took 
Its toll 

Much was expected of Sonic 
Multani In the senior championship 
but it was in the Juniors that he 
eventually dominated the table: 
winning both billiards and snooker 
mind—boggling touch whenever 
the mood was right. 

Unfortunately, the mood didn’t ! 
happen too often and the I 

championships was denied the ’ 
pleasure of seeing more of his 
exemplary play. 

However, it was left to Sonic 
Multani to provide the icing on a 
well-conducted tournament. 

Using every trick he has picked 
up from his illustrious mentor 
G^t Sethi. the tall and lanky lad 
from Gujarat was a hot favourite 
every time he graced the table. But 
the battle-scarred veteran from 
Bengal. Yusuf Mirza, eventually 
got his measure and blunted the 
youngster’s high-accuracy 
potting in the pre-quarterfinal. 

Once he was out of the senior 
national championships. Multani 
then turned his sights on the 
junior titles; both billiaids and 
snooker. And even though the 
competition wasn’t enough to 
spark his game to the heights it is 
capable of, Multani was still good 
enough to notch up the expected 
double. Amit Saboo of 
Maharashtra trailing him to the 
jxsst in both oases. 

PradMpPaul 
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Thanks 


T he article on Pete Sampras 
was really a treat. Sampras 
portrays himself as a very 
honest and cool character. To 
top it all he has talent in the 
right measure. I also enjoyed 
reading the article on I^estor 
Piggott. Despite his age, ho still 
remains the beat jockey of our 
times. 

MANAB KUMAR CHELLENO, 
North Lakhimpur. 



O UR young Grandmaster 
defeating Karpov was indeed 
great news. Anand's swift 
moves seem to be his forte, and 
it unnerves the best players of 
the world. He is surely 
climbing the pinnacle of 
success much faster than was 
expected of him In our land 
wlicre world champions are a 
rarity, let's hope that Anand 
does not let us down. Anand for 
India is a pi’ized possession. 
SHINIVAS NYAFA THY. 
Rajahniuiidry. 


Great stuff 


T hanks a million for the 
specual issue on filmstars. 

(fj -1 a Fob '91) showing their 
sfKirty side. Indeed, it is very 
true that the modern men and 
women aie very much 
concerned about maintaining 
pt ak physical condition to last 
out the heavy strain of various 
activities Even filmstars ai-e no 


exceptions. Not only 
sportsmen, but everyone 
should aim to attain—at 
least—a minimum degree of 
fitness. 

We Indians should work on 
being more fit, so that we can at 
least progress as a nation. 
SOBHANKAR, 

Bhubaneewar. 


Dlsappolntingl 


T he issue dated 6—12 Feb '91 
was a bit of a disappointment. 
The manner in which the stars 
keep fit is of little use to the 
sportalovers. And moreover 
there was no write up 
regarding the exercises. 

The remark in the 
Freewheeling of the same issue 
which stated that Mar^ona 
against all odds carri^ 
Argentina into the finals of the 
World Cup is sui'ely not going 
to please Goycochea and 
Cannigia in the least. The 
writer had written an article 


that was highly bistsed, and in 
the process has raised 
Maradona to the skies. 

Brian Glanville's ‘Leave the 
damn laws alone' was a 
masterpiece. Finally whatever 
one says, Sportsworld is the 
best sports magazine in the 
country. Keep up the good work. 
NIMISHDUBEY. 

Allahabad. 


Will Bistofy Repeat Itself? 


T he grand finale of the fifth 
World Cup cricket is to be 
staged at Melbourne on the 
25th of March '92. I'd like to 
reminisce that on the 25th of 
March 1985. India recorded 
one of the greatest victories in 
one-day cricket, defeating 
Pakistan at Sharjah. Though 
we were dismissed for 135 
runs, we restricted our rivals to 
an unimaginable 86. Will 
history repeat itself on March 
25.1992? 

PREJOTH PHILIP. 

Trivandrum. 


Biased! 

fflHIS has reference to the article “Cold War—The Delhi Ranji 
Jl Trophy Controversy" in the issue dated, 25 Peb—5th Mar. 

In the report it had been mentioned that on the morning of the 
Delhi-Punjab Hanji Trophy match, Mr. Bishen Singh Bedi, 
Chairman, Selection Committee and coach of the Punjab team, not 
the manager, (the manager was Mr, Harcharan Singh) had msuie the 
contention that “1 don’t doubt umpire Sood’s intention8,but.I have 
reservations regarding his capacity". Perhaps the latter part of the 
report which reads as under: 

“OOCA officials maintmn that umpire Pritam Sood made some 
utter blunders in the recent Steel Trophy conducted by The Steel 
Authority of India, (SAIL). This was brought to Bedi's notice and 
hence he was wary of Sood's ability”. 

Which could also be attributed to Mr Bedi and not to DDCA as 
reported. The later statement was Bedi's mcplanation/extention of his 
earlier statement. 

The fact is that I have not supervised even a single game in the . 
Steel Trophy during 1990-01. However, I had supervise the 
semi-final matches during 1988-89 and 1989-90 and in case there 
were adverse reports against my supervision, I have no knowledge 
about that. I have also checked up with the official inchafge foi* 
posting of umpires for Steel Trophy matches, (Dr Tanum Alnned and 
Dr Rambabu Oupta) they have also expressed their ignopahce of any 
such adverse reports against me. 

In the end, it coxild be inferred that Mr Bedi made the aixiv4 
statement to score his pcmit against DDCA in general and BSQpI in . 
particular and I have been made a scapegoat in the entire episode. ' 
PRITA M SOOD. 

All India Umpire Panel . BCXT 



























THE FALDO FORMULA 

I- ■ -1 


When you are PRAaisiNG. 

BE CONSTRUCTIVE, POT A 
CLUB ON-me GROUND TO 
AID YOUR AUGNMB^T. HIT 
BALLS TO ATARGET.. 



... HIT EVERY SHOT AT THE 
SAME PACE,\V0R< THROUSH 
THE SAME PRE-SHOT 

routine every time. 



IN OTHER WORDS,MAKE 
HITTING good SHOTS A 
HABIT NOTAN ACCIDENT. 




Having trouble onthe course 7 ox tmen 

BEFORE YOU ’FIDDLE' WITH YOUR SWING. 
CHECK YOU ARE AIMING PROPERLY.,.... 




FAUUYALIGNNENT 
IS NEARLY ALWAYS 
niE PRIMARY 
CAUSEOFPOOR 
SHCrrSANPACLUB 
PIACEDALONG 
YOURTOE-UNE 
AS YOU SET-UP 
FORA PRACTICE 
SWING CAN OrTEM 
REVEAL THE 
ROOT OF THE 
PROBLEM. 




iW-k 


ONLY VERY RARELY IS PRACTISE 
IN A LEFT TO RIGHT WIND A 
GOOD IDEA. 


f/l 
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BECAUSE THE WIND IS BLOWING OVER YOUR SHOULDER 
IT WILL eventually AFFECT YOUR AUGNMENT AND 
CONFIDENCE AS YOU 
struggleTD KEEP 

THE 0Aa STRAIGHT. | .'N 

so.iFYouHAVE A I /A>r / j 

choice.warm-upinI /jOovAwa / , 

ARIGHT-TO-LEFT I n / 

























I )l' i ■' 111)1“ h.'K i-L 
!’ri (II i “iVi'd'k , 

1 t I I'crl und ri ‘,iI 
l.'IlKi 1 I lljl HI 11)1 hr [' 

(I :i \ I n ol (i(:( ‘ i.s 1 )\'(“r Vim 
r'l' 111 h ir a m 1 iDvvr r, si I 111 
f rij; .t ()l'! hi“ tally for 
SI mil “1 line ha va li i 11 nr r 
,1 11(1 I hail darlflr to ca 11 it 
a (lay Wlial v\'as it ilia 
I ',1 ‘lit las saicr;’'lt. s hri'il a 
iiard day’s iiif^'hl and hva 
bi “rii vvoi'kinf)' Ilka a cio(4'. 
;l s bran a hal'd dtiy'.s 
mylil and 1 should be 
sU'rpin^' Iika a loy;' ' 

You hit 1 hf' saak . and 
t hen, you toss and 
t urn. w;ti 1 infj .I'oi' 

11 \ pno.s, the K'eti of 
slumber to g'rant a yrxjd 
nia'ht.'s .sleep. Alter soma 
tuneyou p'pt frustrat.ed, 
Ill>t knowiiif4' wha.l to do, 
not sure whether you 
should .stop eountinfr' 

Ihu; shei.'p tn 1 he fic'ld, or 
whether you sliould 
1 nnt lly p'e't out t)f lx‘d , 
hii'tally sleep dulls your 
souses and you don't 
reali.se when you shut 
ol'!’. But the next 
inoriuiip vou pet ui 3 
I’eel.uip' disorienti'd, anti 
iniphty tiri'd 

Is this a .seene that is 
enacted in your bedroom 
most days of t l ie week'”^ 

If sii read on, l-'or, 1 hi.s 
w(“ek we are a-oni(t to 
dwell on the sleepnip' 
pattarn.s and a few tips 
on how you can ftnall.\' 
g'f.'t tliose few flours of 
-sleep t hat you r body so 
des[.)era 1 ely iH eds 
■file body's tyfiit'al 
sleep Wvikr eveli; js iiboul 
tfodiour ' liytbin.s that 
reLt'U lati ■ 11 ir \\ Imli “ bi )dy 


j Tlieo■ .u’r ; wo disl 11 iri 
■slap'es in .sier|)UiL’; UhM 
( Kapid hy r Mi )\ r'li K'li! i 
and non-HhM or 
orl.Iniflox sleep. 

Surpi'isi ng'ly the bra 111 
never' .sk'ep.s. lump' after 
you've slai'tt'd .sti'olhnp' 
t.hi.' .St reet.s m 
si um tier la) id yoi ii' brain 
i.s St ill a wake and ;i t 
t irues yirodures elect rie 
impulses that at'e much 
I strotip'er than when you 
ai'caw'aki' The t'hy'lhms 
()(' I he tiody are 
syiie'ht'onised by 1 lie 
sim'.s ■ bout' (.lycle 

At G am when y(.m ai'e 
just bep'irmiiip' t.o.'dii' 
;iwaki.“. t he level of stri-s.s 
horniont.' in your body is 
at it'.s peak. The best 
time for exereisinp' 
ineidenta.lly is ai'ound 9 
am when the body s 
oxyp'tM) use is at it's 
(leak . It take.s till t he 
' a f t e (■ 11 oo n, s 11 r 111' i s m p' 1 y. 
for't fit' brain to hit lof) 
P'e'ar. By d (im the p'rajvh 
of er'eativity Liep'ius to 
dip. Mif.hal'lei'noon is 
siesta 1 1 me tall houp li 
don't t.i'y usinp't bat t lie 
next time .youi' lioss 
eateht'.s you nafipinp; 'in 
the job). 

Tht't.'e fiemt'S later, at 
around G pm t.fie 
alei'lne.ss level is 
I'estored It a.p'a.in tiepins 
to want at ai'ound 9 pm. 
W'hen I he si ress 
hormone liep'ins to fall, 
and old fl,\'|)nos starls 
■W'his[)i 'I'i up, .VI nil' I lame 

V\' fieri you 1 1 rst fa 11 
a.slee] 1 ou r liearl 'i i id 
respi rattii't' rates sl< ov 
dow'n and \'ou r museles 


I I'elax .IS you pa.s.s 
I tli' oup'h the first ol I he 
; 1)011 Hh.M s Ihr-ee stap'es 
i NortutilJv tins stape 
' last fr'i.im ha If a minute 
I to seven nil 11 .it i '.s 

Durinp' 1 1 ns .stap't- yimi' 
r'eaet ivily to oul.sule- 
stimuli fluninishes and 
your' meiitril jiroee.sse.s 
ai'e ('ml i ii i .st ami by J11 
stap'e two till' tirst I I'ue 
sli.'ej) stapi' t here ari 
liui'.sts of brain wave 
acti Vlt v. ('alli.'fl sieej I 
spindles 1 lalf an boiii' to 
■kb mil Hites .i.fter tall i up; 
ask'ep, you enter t he 
thirti and deepest suip'r.'. 
oalled the delta .sleep 
stap't' 

'I'han somr'thinp odd 
fiafipeiis VoLii’ rmi.scles 
are tnori' ri.'laxed than 
ever', but your eyelia Us 
! dai't bairk a i id lort h 
1 under clo.sed eyehd.s 
I your heart and 
I brea.thinp' rati's qu leken 
I your nmt.aholisni 
I i ncri 'a.ses, v'tiii ai'e 1 1 kd \ 
to p-ft .sexually ar'fmsed. 

I and you bep'in to rlrea.in 
j Tfie liT'st rouiifl of Kl'iM 
slet'ij lasts ft)!' a mei'e .9 
' toll) nun at iis. Bor t la ‘ 
j rest of ttif' iiip'ht you 
I alternate lour ttJ six 
I tunes between lifiM and 
' rr m KhM . 
j Now fordlm vital 
question as to how mueti 

; of sleei) IS rea 11 V 

i 

enoup'b',^ In sleeii-.st udies 
an avi'i'.'ipe of '7 to H 
I IOl.t I'S of sln'C p SI >ei n.s to 
eoi'elal e 'w it li a k mp't a 
and i lea It 1 iier 1 1 1 a ‘ I 1 a isi ■ 
w hi) sk'e|) k-s.^, tend to 
b( 'ooine jiri ii le I o a np'i na 
or fieaj't [)aiii.-: st url;-, 



THE HEALTH 
COLUMH 


ri )i id u( 'b -o’ ! I'-.t yi 'ar ii'i 
the I b u.led .States of 
Anil UK a has i -si ah! isfieiI 
11 lat al 1 I )f us I on Id do 
wit h a tat nil me i “I shut 
('ve .Slav Inp' out late 
W( irk I up' late into 11 le 
nip'hl on weekila.vs and 
! I ti('i 1 I j-y 11 ip' to 
i eoiiq.ieiisalr' t)V .sleepmip 
i mom on weeki.'tids 
j knoeks the body's syni.' 

! out 0 . 1 ' pear. A mini n 
•slec'p lo.ss now and I In.'ri 
won't kill you. fml 
P'eltinp' 1 <'SH t ban l lume 
! ti) loll r him rs ot sleep IS 
likely to leave yi m 
teeh np' iri'i table a i id 
una.lile ti ) eoiici 'id rat' ■ oi i 
work 

'I'o 1 nerease yi m r 
! likelihood ot a p'l)()(l 
ilip'ht's sle(.‘[i. a\'oid 
oaf'feine and oold drinks 
Lii ‘lore tied t mm Wa r la 
milk a.i'irt eoi.'Oa i la.s a 
soot h dip efli-'oi on the 
lirain ;ind fiel})s you to 
ind uce sleei) in ueh 
fa.sti'r f oi' lip'hl, slee[)ers 
wesup'p'est a bedtime 
snack tiip'li on 
i.'ii i'bcihydra.!.e.s and lip fit 
on (jroloins. Biee. 

(Kit alO(‘.s bread , ci -n ‘afs 
and f ru its. hel [) s[)( 'ed 
11 le am li lo acid 
t rytojil laj i to I lie 
brain, where it us 
converted into 
serial onin , I fiat, is a sleep 
nidueei' Another 
j sk'cpirip' fall ll'iat worlm; 
j bet ter I till !'i a nyt bi np 
j i-'lse ,1 nd has nii sick- 
I el k “I Is IS a rep'nl.ir 
! exerms-■ priip'amine 
i .“XIf'iu;' wit li rep'ular 
I exi.'i'cise make .sii 111 you 
] lia VI ‘ yi lU r base :S rq; I d 
Wi' are I a Iki np; tieo‘ i d' a 
oo; 11 lot table ! lei 1 ii nr I 
(allow s a fiart; 

’ I'l‘as: mil ,!)1 V 1 e.r )l mt .an 
; : 1 n. 1 as I; ; 1 li ■ 1 loisi ■ .U'l 
' I.as I ill- .-'V 1 : , 1 (;mein i)(-1 
t I i /I all i I oi led 1 o: IS u n 11 ■(] 
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H osts, The Telegraph won the 
Merchants’ Cup badminton 
championship, but only just. In a 
keenly contested final. Telegraph 
beat Indo-Japan by the odd match 
in three to lift the Merchants’ Cup 
badminton title for the second 
time in 13 editions of the meet. 

Twenty three teams participated 
in this year’s meet played at the 
Saturday Club. There were a few 
new faces and Anjuman Tea were 
regarded as the dark horse of the 
championship. The meet began 
with a flutter, with holders India 
Jute IcMing their league 
encounter. But the likes of 


AJ\juman Tea fizzed out towards 
the later parts of the 
championship. 

It was only appropriate that The 
Telegraph reached the final of a 
meet which was well organised. 
The hosts had displayed a 
consistent performance 
throughout and they were heavily 
tipped to win the crown. But as 
long as the State champion of the 
Fifties, Haripada Guha was 
around, Indo-Japan were a tough 
side to beat. 

The Telegraph made a flying 
start when Arindam Chakraborty, 
as expected, dismissed Sanjay 
Kumar of Indo-Japan 15-4, 15-4 
with consummate ease. But the 
matches became more competitive 
once the less regulars faced each 
other. 

The Telegraph were the winners 
of the Merchants’ Cup 
badminton tournament 


The first doubles pitted Subroto 
Baneijee and Asish Dasgupta of 
The Telegraph against Matta 
and Sajjan Agarwal of 
Indo-Japan. It weis amazing how 
the 55-year-old Matta showed fine 
courtcraft and great anticipation. 
Malta's fine play and Agarwal's 
powerful smashes had the The 
Telegraph duo reeling. Dasgupta 
tind Banerjee squandered big 
leads in both games and the 
Indo-Japan duo equalised 
winning the match 15-10,15-10. 

The deciding doubles was 
perhaps the best match of the 
tournament. The Telegraph’s 
Bikash Banerjee and Chandan Das 
faced 63-year-old Gxiha and his 
much younger partner Tapas 
Roy. 

While The Telegraph team was 
hardly pushed in the first game 
(they won 15-9), the second game 
was hotly contested. Guha showed 
















glimpses of his past and some 
erratic play by Das and Benerjee 
only helped matters for 
Indo-Japan. Prom 0-6 down they 
not only drew level, but at 9-8 took 
the lead. 

But The Telegr&ph team pulled 
up their socks, made Indo-Japan 
save two game/match points, but 
could not deliver the final kill. The 
match went to deuce and it was 
finally a lucky line call which 
helped The Telegraph team win 
the match and the title. 


National Wusbu 


T he second Wushu Nationals 
was recently held in the city. 
Wushu a martial art which has its 
roots in China, was a 
demqnstration event in the 
Beijing: Asian Games. 

The first international Wushu 
championship was first held in 
China, wher«» 13 countries, 
includj ng the United States and 
Canada, look part. That the 
popularity of the sport has spread 
worldwide was evident. 

The Wushu Association of West 
Bengal organised the second 
national championship at the Salt 
Lake Stadium, thirteen States sent 
144 participants in the meet. 
Manipur in the men’s section and 
Maharashtra in the women's 
proved to be the best teams 
It was the father-son duo from 
Manipur which grabbed the 
spotlight in the Calcutta 
nationals. Thirteen-year-old M. 
Amitkumar and his father, 
36-year-old M Birmani Singh 
won the gold medals in the 
gunshu and daoshu events, 
respectively. 

It was Maharashtra's Manshi 
Bela and Swati Choudhari who 
were the best in the distaff side. 

Soumitra Bose 


Masters SquasAi 

A RJAN SINGH could not have 
timed his first ever victory over 
former national champion 
Meherwan Daruwala in a better 



Arjan Singh: winners of the 
Masters Squash 

way In the four pievious 
encounters between the two. the 
young sapper officer fi om the 
Indian army did not have the last 
laugh. But in the third Gujarat 
Invitational Master.s Squash 
Tournament, played at the 
Military Squash C'f urts. 
Shahibaug Cantonment, the 
national No 2 Arjan Singh 
convincingly defeated Daruwala 
in three straight sets in less than 
thirty minutes in the final round 
robin league match and took 
home a cheque of Rs. 10,000. 

After losing two sets at 3-9, 5-9, 


Daruwala was expected to fight 
back. However, he folded up quite 
surprisingly and surrendered the 
third set at 9-0 in just seven 
minutes instead. The southpaw 
still earned a prize of Rs. 6,500 lor 
finishing second. 

Arjan Singh was playing so well 
right from the beginning, there 
was no doubt in one’s mind that 
who the ultimate winner would 
be. Instead of zeroing in on his 
game. Daruwala lost his rhythm. 
What he displayed consequently 
was squash of a very ordinary 
quality. It was certainly not 
Daruwala’s day. 

The tournament carried a total 
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weather scx)n after, Zaidi 
engineered a collapse and the Rest 
wei-e 20 for two at one stage. 
Despite Dravid, the teenager made 
his Ranji debut for Karnataka this 
season, producing 52 runs and V. 
Arvind chipping in with an 
unbeaten 57, the Rest folded up 
for 185 in their first innings, 

Zaidi finished with eight for 93 
and the MRF Pare Foundation 
trainee could not have asked for 
anything better. 

Rest faced the ignominy oi a 
follow-on and when stumps wei-e 
drawn on the second day. they 
were 94 for two with Dravid and 
Prabhjot Singh batting on 36 and 
41, respectively. 

It would be a long haul for 
Dravid and Singh on the third day 
as Rest skipper Jatin Paranjapee, 
one of their batting mainstays, 
was injured and ruled out of 
action. Dravid, who hit his maiden 
Ranji century against Bengal just 
a few days ago, cari'ied on with 
some good totting 

Dravid hit 151 in Rest’s second 
innings and spent 291 minutes at 
the middle in doing so lie hit 19 



fours and two sixes. Singh again 
hit a fine 72 and Arvid yet again 
produced a crisp 66. Rest had to 
declare at 360 for nine after tea on 
the third day. This left up to get 
only 208 for a win in a little over a 
day. Up were 19 for one at close on 
the penultimate day. 

Thirty nine minutes before tea 
on the final day it was all over. 
Mishra created a mild flutter 
when he picked up three wickets 
for 71 runs, but that was not 
enough. Sarvesh Shukla hit an 
unbeaten 82 {eight fours and two 
sixes) and Gyanendra Pandey 
chipp<jd in with an unbeaten 39 as 
UP coasted to a four-wicket 
victory. 

Soumitra Bose 
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Scboid Tennis 


T he third annual Calcutta 
International School's Clay 
Court tennis championships was 
held at the Calcutta South Club. 

In the boy’s singles the top two 
seeds crashed out in the 
semi-finals in matches which 
went the distance and left the 
spectators breathless. The final 
saw the fourth seed Krishna 
Manda, with ankle strapped, quite 
unhampered, overpowering his 
way to a resounding straight sets 
win (6-2, 6-4) over Andre Barbosa. 

In the play-off for third and 
fourth positions, dethroned 
top-seed Avik Sarkar salvaged 
some pride in polishing off a. 
steady Kanchon Das Mahapatra 
( 6 - 2 ). 

In the girl's singles, played on a 
league-cum-round-robin basis, 
Nayanika Misra won all her 
games in straight sets stamping 
her clear superiority and class 
over the field. Vandana Primlani 
settled for the second position and 
Gala Foshkin the third. 

In the beginner's group for 
boy’s Soumya Basu Thakur lived 
up to his top billing trouncing 
first time entrant Vishal Kapadia 
(6-2), while in the girl’s section, 
senior student Afreen All blanked 
out last year’s runner-up 
Christine Jamiac. 

Shush Kodwr 


V OLLEYBALL in this country is 
going through a transitional 
phase while Indian volleyball has 
never really reached international 
standard, it has now and then 
come up truly Asiad standard and 
even as recently as in 1986, India 
won the bronze medal at the Asian 
Games at Seoul. 

Subsequently however, our 
performances came nowhere neai* 
this level and the government in 
fact, removed volleyball from the 
priority list and India did not field 
a team in the 1990 Beijing Asian 
Games. 

Alive to this declining standard 
of the game in the country, the 
Volleyball Federation of India 
(VFT) has launched a full scale 
preparation to regain the lost 
glory And ovei- the next couple of 
years with systematically 
organised loaching camps and 
weirplanned out competitions at 
the State, Zonal and National 
level, the VFl hopes that the 
country will again at least reach 
the Asian standards. 

In fact,the various programmes 
are already undei- way to build a 
strong Indian men’s team for 
participation ill the Asian 
championship at Perth in August 
and the women's team which wi 11 
take part in the Asian 
championship in August at 
Bangkok. 

Given this background, the 
I3th Federation Cup volleyball 
tournament which was held at 
Cuddalore, some 120 miles south 
of Madras assu med a ddeid 
significanc-e For, after the 
Nationals at Bombay, this was the 
first important tournament to to 
held, and in many ways, the 
Federation Cup in which the top 
club teams in the country take 
part IS as equally important as the 
Nationals. 

The standard in the Federation 
Cup is generally of a very high 
order and the fare in this year’s 
competition held at the Anna 








stadium, was no exception. 

Indeed it was quite encouraging 
and the immediate impression 
was that Indian volleyball had 
taken the first step towards 
regaining some of its lost gloiy 
Teams from the South have 
generally dominated in the 
Federation Cup tournament for 
some years now and in fact the 
composition of the ten teams 
taking part in the men’s event was 
made up of four teams from the 
South and two each from the 
North, West and East. And while 
Hindustan Photo Films (IIPFi 
from CXity did not retain the title, 
another Southern team,Kerala 
Police from Trivandrum, won the 
trophy this year In fact they 
defeated HPF in the final after a 
tame encounter. 15-8, 15-9.15-4 
in under 45 minutes 

The final came as an anti climax 
to the week-long tournament 
which saw many keen matches. 
But Kerala Police's superiority on 
the day was overwhelming. In 
fact, Kerala Police had defeated 
HPF in the preliminary stage. But 
then, HPF had put up a good fight 
before going down in four games 
In the final even as Kerala 
Police’s game went from strength 
to strength, little went right for 
HPF'. International Sndharan and 
Vijaykumar who had done much 
good work for HPF in the 
preliminary stage and the Super 
League were off colour during the 
final; for Kerala Police, 
international and captain Cyril 
Valoor and IJdaykumar were 
outstanding. 

Partab Raitichand 


COCHIN 


KJL Damodanm 
Italiby 


S WANTONS CRICKET CLUB. 

Ernakulam edged out 
defending champions and four 
time winners State Bank of 
Travancore, Trivandrum by 8 
runs in the finals of tenth 
Presteege Bombay Dyeing All 
Kerala Cricket tournament at the 
Maharaja’s College Grounds at 





Swantons Cricket Club were the [ 
winners of the K.A. Damodaran 
Memorial Trophy 

Cochin and lifted the K.A. 
Damodaran Memorial 
rolling trophy 

In the first semi finals. State 
Bank of Travancore, Trivandrum 
defeated hosts Presteege Cricket 
Club by 90 runs. Batting first, 

SBT scored 187 for 9 in 45 overs, 
their main scorers being Ranji 
stars. T.P. Ajithkumar 54 and 
Ajay Varma43 n.o. P. Ramesh 
bowled well for Presteege and 
claimed 4/32 off 9 overs. In reply. 
Presteege were bundled out for a 
paltry 98 runs with Ajay Varma (5 
for 25 ) and Afsal (3 for 12) ripping 
through the hosts batting line up. 
Only K.A. Sunil (33) withstood the 
onslaught for some time. 

In the second semi-finals, 
Swantons CC brought off a 
sensational 39 runs victory over 
star studded Reserve Bank of 
India. Trivandrum, the defending 
runners up. Batting first, 
Swantons wei-e all out for a 
modest 160 runs off 44.2 overs. 
Only Ranji star Feroz Rasheed 
(50) played well. In reply, RBI had 
started off well, but tumbled 
before the accurate bowling of 
Ravi (5 for 20) and Anil John (3 
for 18). They could muster only 
121 in 39.3 overs, of which 35 
runs came from Itty Cherian’s 
bat. 


In a thrilling 50 over a side 
final, Swantons CC, continued 
their winning spree and brought 
off a stunning 8 run victory over 
defending champions. State Bank 
of Travancore, Trivandrum. The 
winning team’s average age was 
less than 20 and the only notable 
star in the team was Feroz 
Rasheed, who represents the State 
in the Ranji side, while SBT was 
represented by 6 Ranji players of 
the State. 

Winning the toss and electing to 
bat, Swantons CC made a sedate 
start and runs were coming 
scarcely. They could score only 
142 for 5 at the end of 44 overs, of 
which 76 useful runs came off 
Anil John’s bat. It was Sanjeev Pai 
with an electrifying knock of 38 
runs off 32 balls which included 
one four and three consecutive 
sixes off state bowler Sandeep's 
one over, who brought some 
respectability to the Swantons 
total. Swantons made 204 for 6 at 
the end of 50 overs. 

SBT began their chase 
disastrously and were 34 for 5 at 
one stage. Then came the excellent 
sixth wicket partnership of 146 
runs off 32.2 overs by Ranji 
players Ram Mohan (95) and 
Sandeep (64 n.o.) Ram Mohan 
played sensibly and Sandeep was 
content to pick up the singles and 
twos. SBT almost seemed to have 
wrested the initiative and looked. 





like pulling off a well earned 
victory. But Peroz Rasheed 
dashed their hopes when he had 
Ram Mohan trapped leg before 
wicket in the 46th over. Ram 
Mohan had played an innings of 
character that revealed keen 
judgement and ample 
concentration. He missed his 
century by just 5 runs. His 95 
came off 116 balls, studded with 7 
fours and 4 sixes. Once he fell, the 
rest of the SBT batsmen threw 
away their wickets with 
irresponsible strokes and 
Swantons pulled off yet another 
incredible victory from the jaws of 
defeat. 

P.M. Veersmsni 


RANCHI 


bter^ionegB 

Badminton 


M arwari college, 

Ranchi emerged as the new 
champions when they won the 
double crown m the Ranchi 

The Marwari College men’s and 
women’s team were the winners 
of the Inter-College badminton 


University Inter-College 
Badminton championship held 
at Jubilee College, Bhurkunda 
recently. 

In the men's team 
championship, Marwari 
College defeated Co-operative 
College, Jamshedpur 3-0. In 
the first singles Sabbir Hussain 
of Marwari College beat Vivek 
Kumar Sharma in easy sets by 
15-7, 15-7. The second singles 
was tough to some extent, but 
Ashwini Sharma of 
Co-operative College could not 
save the match and lost to 
NimhasEkkaby 7-15,15-18. 

Teaming up with Shekhar 
Mitra, Sabbir Hussain, defeated 
Ashwini Sharma and Abhijit 
Mitra in the doubles. 

Earlier in the semi finals. 
Marwari College, Ranchi beat 
Birsa College, Khunti 3-0, 
while Co-operative College, 
Jamshedpur defeated Sindri 
College, Sindri by 3-0. 

In the women’s final, 
Marwari College crushed 
Jubilee College, the hosts. The 
singles winner was Reena 
Ekka of Marwari College when 
she defeated Anjana Bose of 
Jubilee College, Bhurkunda 
11-4,11-4. Reena Ekka and 



Poonam Ekka beat Anjana Bose 
and Ranjana Bose 11-2,11-1 in 
the doubles. 

Chief guest Mr Victor Tigga, 
Dean of Students’ Welfare, 
Ranchi University gave away 
the prizes. Director of Physical 
Education Mr E.P.R. Hans was 
also present at this occasion. 
Anil Kumar Singh 
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D elhi university proved its 

supremacy in the men’s 
North-Zone and women’s 
North-East Zone Inter- U ni versit y 
Tennis Championships held at 
Hindu College and St. Stephens 
College respectively, recently. 

In the men’s section, Delhi 
university routed Gurunanak Dev 
University (GNDU). Amritsar 3-0 
to clinch the title. Giiurav Sharria. 
a B A (Hons) sociology final year 
student of Hindu College started 
the rout, disposing of Naveen 
Kumar 6-4, 3-6. 6-2 in 90 
minutes In the second singles, 
Aditya Sachdeva outplayed 
Gaurav Mchra 6-0, 6-1 Aditya 
Sachdeva and Ashwin Damodaran 
tieat the GNDU pair of Ashish 
Kapoor and Deepak Anand 6-0. 

6-1 to complete the margin 

In the play off match, last year s 
runner-up Lucknow University 
outclassed Punjab University 
three games to ml to clinch llie 
third spot 

The surprise of the tournament 
was the demotion of last year’s 
champions. Aligarh Muslim 
University, In the quarter finals 
Punjab University defeated 
Aligarh Muslim University by 
four matches to one. 

In the women’s section, Delhi 
won the North-East Zone 
Inter-Varsity Tennis 
Championship with a 2-0 victory 
over Punjab (Patiala) in the final 
Mbyina handed down a 6-0, 6-0 
defeat to Navneet and Yamini 
demolished Nancy by an identical 
margin to clinch the issue. 

Surash Kumar Lau 


















Little To Offer 


T he Amateur 
Athletic 
Federation of 
India has 
never been 
known for its 
wise decisions. So in 
that respect their choice 


of timing' of the 
Inter-State 

Championships and the 
venue itself was very 
much in keeping with 
their usual practices. 
The poor timing of the 
meet resulted in most of 
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Razia Shaikh: once again, a winner 


the top athletes staying 
away and the venue, 
Gandhinagar (Gujarat), 
had little to offer by way 
of good performing 
conditions, for those 
who had braved all odds 
to reach the place. 

The meet, held on a 
poor track, which 
incidentally was being 
used for the first time, 
saw very few creditable 
timings. Zenia Ayrton, 
who has been having a 
very good run picked up 
a sprint double and in 
go^ time. She stopped 
the clock at 1 1 .7 seconds 
for the 100m and at 23.9 
seconds for the 200m. 
Both these timings 
should give Ashwini 
Nachappa sitting in 
Bangalore a lot to think 
about the time when the 
Open Nationals come 
around. 

Zenia. however, was 
not successful in her 
first venture at the high 
huidles in the 
Nationals. She came 
here with confidence of 
having bagged the 
All-India University title 
in the lOOpi hurdles at 
Kalyani (West Bengal) 
in January and then 
again at an Invitational 
meet in Bombay. But 
this time she hit the 
fourth hurdle rather 
heavily and ended a 
distant seventh, while a 
West Bengal youngster, 
Mita Sadhukhan 
impressed with a 
winning time of 14 4 
seconds. Sadhukhan, 
though lightly-built 
showed a lot of elegance 
while sailing over the 
obstacles. 

The record books will 
show that the meet saw 


three new Inter-State 
Championship records 
besides one being 
equalled. Zenia equalled 
P.T, Uslia's mark in the 
lOOm timing 11.7 
seconds. The record 
setters were Satbir 
Singh.men's javelin 
with a throw of 09.4Bm; 
Vijapal Singh in the pole 
vault with a clearance of 
4.91m and Nalluswami 
Annavi in the high jump 
with a third time 
clearance of 2.12m. 
Annavi. to his credit, 
tried to increase his own 
national mark b;^ having 
a go at 2.17m but the 
cacophony of the 
insensitive announcer 
and the commotion that 
was taking place with 
irrelevant prize 
distributions gave him 








less than a fair chance of 
making a strong 
attempt at a new 
national record. 

Satbir Singh, still 
eligible to participate in 
the junior ranks has 
been knocking on the 
doors of stardom for the 
last couple of seasons. 
The Pluyab Police 
athlete, who was fourth 
in the javelin at the 
Beijing Asian Junior 
Meet and 10th in the 
World Juniors at Plavdiv 
(Bulgaria), has this 
season been going over 
the 70m-mark. He came 
close to that once again 
by punching the turf at 
69.48m. His best, 
however, came in the 
Police Meet at Patna 
recently where he had 
achieved 71.96m which 
is within striking 
distance of the national 
record, which at 72.08m 
is in the custody of the 
controversial 
S.B.Mishra. Mishra, 
who was second behind 


Satbir, has been taking 
part in the national level 
meets, despite the Sports 
Authority of India’s 
announcement that he 
had tested positive for 
taking banned 
substances. 

The AAFI has taken a 
lenient and different 
view of the whole 
episode on the grounds 
that Mishra was not 
given a chance to be 
present when the second 
test was carried out by 
the testing authorities 
in Moscow last year 
before the Asian Games. 
Mishra, who aid not 
make the team to the 
Beijing Asian Games, 
had taken part in the 
Permit Meet, then the 
Lie departmental; meet 
this February and now 
the Inter-State 
Championships. Unless 
the issue is solved one 
way or the other, the 
matter could become an 
embarrassing one for 
India if it is taken up by 


the international body. 

In the women’s 
section, Suresh Bala a 
former heptathlete at 
the university level, won 
the 1,500m and the 
3,00m. But the timings 
were nothing to write 
home about. Razia 
Sheikh, who had been on 
the scene for almost a 
decade was there again, 
winning in front of her 
home crowd. She was 
well short of her best of 
50m-plus but for an 
athlete winning her 
ninth national title, the 
effort of 48m is very 
good indeed. 

The Bengal walkers 
led by Kabita Garari, as 
usual cornered all the 
glory in the women's 
10km walk and high 
hurdler Ashish Mondal 
beat back a strong 
challenge from veteran 
Praveen Jolly Mondal 

N. Annavi sails over the 
bar to register another 
victory 



won in 14.6 seconds as 
against 14.7 by Jolly, 
who had won a bronze in 
the 1982 Asian Games. 

The absence of the 
leading athletes from 
Kerala like K.Saramma 
among others, Ashwini 
Nachappa, Reeth 
Abraham, Arjun Deviah 
from Karnataka, 
Bahadur Prasad and 
Dina Ram robbed the 
meet of all gloss. But 
then the timing was 
such that most of the 
athletes were in off 
season and waiting for 
the Open Nationals 
which was scheduled in 
August But the AAFI 
on the last day of the 
meet announced that the 
Open Nationals would 
now be held either in 
Bombay or Calcutta on 
May 10,11 and 12. This 
re-scheduling is sure to 
upset the preparations 
of a lot of athletes, but 
then the AAFI has never 
really thought of the 
athletes. 

One of the few athletes 
who came to 

Gandhinagar essentially 
to try out his fitness and 
won in the process was 
long Jumper, M B 
Sadasivan, who touched 
7.6.3m. 

Tamil Nadu high 
jumper Angela Lincy 
kept her title intact with 
abest of 1.71m, but she 
failed on all three 
attempts at 1.75m, one 
cm higher than her own 
national record. 

Like Vijaypal, though 
not in a record-breaking 
fashion, making a 
comeback was 
injur.y-prone triple 
jumper S. Murali. 

Murali won his event 
with an effort of 15.49m 
and now looks forward 
to a repeat of 1987 when 
he was coming close to 
16 metres. 

A Correspondent 

Sports Mnnaperr'eni G<oup 







tHE SPORTS HALL OP SHAME 



IKSFAMOU& UEPIV SIACkUOUST WHO 

PUAVBDJM-WE LATE 1')30* AViC? EARU/iWOs, 
OWCE SLEW WV-S STAdK AT A TTXJRWAMENt \Kt 
TEXAS.. AFTER PR\V»N6 5« SrRAWSHT BAUS 
IMTO A LAV<E, TMC RJRWXiS STA^^JHOUSE 
TWREW H\SCULBANP<&OLFBA&\KroTHEVATER. 
WWEW VA\S CADDIE BB3A»4TO&\0©l.E, UEFTY 
TWREW H\W\WT«rt>R\MK.,TX>. TMEK.TD^W* 
OFF WVS ^^(E^A^^D WW-DTIRAOE, THE STEAM- 
»Ni& PUFFER COOLEP OFF SVTDS54K1& 
m/vrsa-FiTATWELAKE/ /:// , 
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W06 M,THE horse OMHEDEffTTte 
OUEEM mother, MMfo APBARE>m.Y OM HIS WAVTO 
YANN^NSTHE T9S4 6RA»«? MMTOiviAL. STEEPLE- 
CVHtSC VMEH HE PERRORMSED A AYSTERIOOS 
MAHElWER. PEV/Oi LOCH WAS uEADlMfo 8YS\X 
LEM(S»TMS WHEM HEATTeMFTEPTCi JUMPA 
PWAMTOM HURDLE — AMD LAWDED FLAT ON HlS 
STOMACH,' APPRCspRATEU/, Hi«,OQ!a<EY PICK 
FRANCIS^ LATER BECAMC A BEST'SELU V4& 

mystercwrttbr. 


MILESTONES 


WON: The Volvo Tennis 
Tournament by John 
McEnroe defeating 
brother Patrick. This 
was the second time that 
the two brothers had 
faced each other in a 
major tournament. 

WON: The Virginia Slims 
tournament, at Palm 
Springs by Martina 
Navratilova defeating 
top seed Monica Seles. 
KILLED: In a plane crash, 
2 Olympic Committee 
members and a coach of 
the US Cycling 
Federation. The Boeing 
737 of the United 
Airlines crashed on 
approach at 
Colorado Springs. 

TESTED: Positive for 
marijuana. American 
boxer Greg Haugen. He 
might be stripped of the 
juirior World 
. 


Welterweight title that 
he won from Hector 
‘macho’ Camacho 
recently. 

LAUNCHED: A scheme by 
the Army in cooperation 
with the Sports 
Authority Of India to 
provide free education 
and training in various 
sports to boys under 14 
vearsof acre. 

RECORD mKeN: Of Gary 


Sobers’ 8,032 runs in 
Test cricket by Viv 
Richards, to become the 
West Indian with the 
highest nin total. 
Richards outdid Sobers’ 
record in the first Test 
against Australia. 
REPLACED; David 
O’Meara Paul Dale, a 
former New Zealand 
junior champion, as the 
coach of Biittaftia 






Amritraj Tennis 
Foundation (BAT), in 
Madras. 

RESIGNS: Pakistan’s 
cricket administrator, 
Arif Ali IChan Abassi. 
RETIRES: Yashpal 
Sharma of Punjab from 
first class cricket. The 
cricketer from Punjab 
last played for India in 
1985. 

WON: Jansher Khao,hia 
10th successive Grand 
Prix tournament when 
he defeated Jahangir 
Khan in the 70,000 
dollar Spanish Opeh. 

4 RETIRES: Michael Gross 
after he participated in 
the last race in 
Frankfurt. Germany’s 
most successful 
swimmer now wants to 
pursue a caremr in 
Joumalhwn,. 











IQUIZ/CHESS/BRIDQEI 


[ 


QUIZ 

QUESTIONS 

1. Who became the first batsman to 
score four Test hundreds before 
the age of twenty-one? 

2. Who was the last cricket captain of 
South Africa? (official Test series.) 

3. What is the ‘Red Stripe Cup’? 

ANSWERS 

1. George Headley. 

2. All Bacher. 

3. The principal domestic cricket 
competition of the West Indies 
(previously known as the Shell 
Shield). 

CHESS 


The fifth g-aine of the 
Dreev-Anand match witnessed a 
strange reversal of roles. Anand, 
the tactician played calm 
positional chess while Dreev 
compromised his position going 
I for a tactical assault 

Anand got a grip somewhere in 
j the early middlegame and then 
I played simple logicalchess to make 
a rather difficult ending look very 
easy after Dreev had sacrificed in 
desperation when he realised he 
was about to got washed out 
anyway 

White; Anand Vs Black. Dreev 
Game. 5. Butterfly Candidates 
Madras. ‘91.1 (14 Nf8 2 e4 e6 3 Nf3 b64 
Nc3 Bb7 5 b 3 d5 6 cdS NxdS 7 Qc2 Nxc3 8 
bc3 Be7. In the third game Dreev 
won impressively after 8 Qxc.3 he 
e3 Bde to Bd.5 c6 11 Ba4 O O c.5 
13 dc5 bc5 14 Rdl Qe7 15 Bc2 Rd8 
16e4, but Anand had an 
improvement ready and Dreev 
decided to sidestep into the more 
common variation with 8 bc3. 

9 63 Nd710 Bd3 c5I White usually 
plays 9 e4 and keeps a slight 
advantage. Black is now inviting 
11 Bxh7 cd4 12 ed4 Qc7 13 Bd2 g6 
when he has an edge. 110-0 HcS 12 
Qe2 0—013 64 Qe714 Rel RfdS IS Bd2 eSI 
This is a favourable way to fix the 
centre. 

16 dS 0417 Bc2 Ba618 Be3 BcS 19 Nb4 g8 20 
QC4 KhS. The position both are 
playing for. White has obvious 
attacking chances and black has a 
positional bind on the side. In the 
next few moves it becomes 


apparent that black has assessed 
the position better. 

21 BgS IB 22 Bh6 BgS! 23 Radi Bd6 24 B64 
NcB Bc6 Bb7 26 QI3 067 27 Bxb7 Nxb7 28 
QliS RcTl The moment of truth. 

After the exchange of bishops 
black can invade the queenside at 
will picking up material. However 
28-Bxa3? 29 Nxg6! would be a 
horrible way to lose. White s next 
is probably as good as anything. 

29 f4I? 6f4 30 65 Bx 65 31 Bxf4 0c5 32 B«3 
Qd6 33 Bd4 Bxd4l An alternative was 
33—Re7 hoping for 34 Bxe5 Rxe5 
35 Rxe5 36 Nxg6 Rxg6 37 Qc8 
Rg8 38 Qxb7 Qe2. 

34 Rxd4 NC5 35 Rxc4 Qxd5 36 Rd4 Qf7 37 
NO Re7 38 Rfl qe6 39 (Ui4 R£e8 40 h3 Kg8 
41 Rel Qf7 42 Rfl Re4 43 ObB Q£7 44 Qcl 
He2I This sort of heavy piece 
ending is notoriously difficult but 
black makes it look very easy. 

45 Rd6 Ne4 46 Rd3 Nc5 47 Rde Qe7 48 Odl 
063 49 Kb2 Qf4 50 Kd Qg3 51 Qd5 fUi8 52 
Nd4 (See Diagram) Rxg2I This 
exposes the king totally besides 
winning more material 53 Qxg2 0xd6 
54 QO15 55 Rdl Qe5 56 Nc6 Qe3 57 Kg2 OgS 
58 Ktl Ne4 59 0d3 074 (0—1). Black wins 
the queen after 60 Kgl Cir2 61 
Khl Ng3 

3’he trebling on the e-file and 
subsequent invasion was most 
impressive. 

Oevangshu Dutta 



In a recent colunui 1 had made a 
passing reference to Geza Ottlik 
and his fascinating book, 
'Adventures in Card Play'. Well, as 
I was to learn thereafter, ‘the 
Hungarian poet of bridge’ as he 
was once described had passed 
away just a few weeks prior to the 
publication of that column. A pity 


1 


for it would be not be easy to find 
another Ottlik, who was the 
ultimate authority on Hungarian 
prose and had won the highest 
literary award his country had to 
offer. His journalistic 
achievements overshadowed his 
playing ability but as today’s hand 
shows, he was a player who cxiuld 
hold his own against the very 
best;- 

Dsaler East N-S vul. 

NORTHldununy) 

10 7 
K O 9 5 
A K 

^bAKIOS 

WEST EAST 

484 4 KJ962 

v'J 10743 ''.'AB 

■.'9753 062 

4J4 40872 

SOUTH 
4 A63 
'■:,’6 2 

...Q J 10B4 
4963 

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 

- — - Pass Pass 

1 '> D'ble 1 ♦ 1 NT 

Pass 3 NT All Pass 

Thanks to West’s desperate 
psyche, Ottlik, South played the 
no-trump game from the wrong 
side. West led the eight of spades, 
Cfovered by the ten and jack. 

Ottlik, realising that West had a 
worthless hand, let the jack hold. 
Kaat, Raphael Cohen, Hungarian 
world champion of 19.37, 
countered by continuing with the 
spade king to knock out south's 
entry to the diamonds. Ottlik won 
and tried to establish a new entry 
by leading a club to the ten. If East 
wins. South can reach his own 
hand later with the club nine, so 
East lot the ten hold! Ottlik cashed 
the top clubs (West throwing a 
diamond) and diamonds in 
dummy and continued with the 
nine of hearts! This brilliant 
avoidance play prevented East 
from gaining the learl twice to 
clear and enjoy his spades. West 
won and returned a heart, but, 
reading the hands perfectly, 

Ottlik duck to East’s now-bare ace. 
East was able to cash a club but 
dummy look the rest, making 
three clubs and two in every other 
suit. Would you have believed me 
if at the outset 1 had stated that 
the South hand took only one 
trick while dummy took eight! 
Santami Chose 
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Interesting: snippets from the world media that we don’t normally hear about.... 



FAIR CHANCE 

/ 'NDIA stands a fairly 
ffcxxi chance of 
qualifying for the 
tnxikey competition of 
the Barcelona Olympic 
Games next year. 

The In tornational 
Hockey Federation (FIH) 
has invited only two 
teams from Asia—India 
and Malaysia~to take 
part in the 13-nation 
pre-Olympic 
qualification 
tournament to be held at 
Auckland in October 
this year 

The first four teams in 
this tournament will 
qualify for the 
Olympics. 

This is the first time 
that the FIH has started 
this tournament to give 
a chance to those 
countries who have not 
won their respective 
continental titles 
All the continental 
winners along with the 
host. Olympic 
champions and World 


Spain and Holland. The 
main fight for the top 
honours is expected to 
conic from Germany and 
the USSli. who finished 
fourth and sixth 
respectively in the last 
World Cup at Lahore. 
Germany is the Seoul 
Olympic silver 


medallist. 

According to the FIH 
directive, in case any of 
the three already 
qualified countries win 
the European Cup. then 
automatically the next 
in order of standing, 
apart from these 
countries, would be the 


European entry for the 
Olympics. 

The European 
challenge has further 
intensified with the 
participation of 
u p-and-coming 
countries like hosts 
France, who finished 
seventh at the Lahore 
World Cup. Belgium, 
Ireland and Poland. 

In the pre-Olympic 
tournament there will be 
six European countries 
in the fray. 

The Asian challenge 
in the pre-Olympic 
tournamen t will be 
spearheaded by Beijing 
Asiad silver medallists, 
India and the bronze 
winner. Malaysia. 

In the All-African 
games, scheduled to be 
held in Cairo later this 
year, thecxintinental 

The Indian hockey team 
hopes to qualify for the 
Barcelona Olympics next 
year 


Cup winner get direct 
entry into the Olympics 

According to the 
ten tati ve schedule of the 
FIH received here, 
India's chances of 
making it to Barcelona 
seem bright. 

The countries which 
have already qualified 
for Barcelona are Seoul 
Olympic gold 
medallists. Great 
Britain, world 
champions, Holland and 
Asian champions, 
Pakistan besides the 
hosts Spain. 

The winner of the 
European Cup to be held 
in Paris in June will 
decide the fifth slot. 

Intei'estingly. the 
13-nation European Cup 
tournament already has 
three direct Olympic 
entnes—Great Britain, 
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winner will be 
determined. The 
Egyptian Hockey 
Federation, which has 
recently installed an 
astro turf pitch, is 
eagerly looking forward 
to winning the African 
title for the first time. 

Egypt nearly upset 
Indiain the 

Mcr-Continental Cup at 
\lew Jersey in 1989, 
vliere it played a 1-1 
iraw. The other 
cun tries in contention 
'rent this con tinen t are 
ivnya and Zimbabwe. 
K'jJy the runner-up in 
he African tournament 
viil be seen in action in 
he pre-Olympic. 

The FIH has allowed 
mly two American 
ntries for the Auckland 
jurnament. The winner 
•f the Pan American 
ranies at Havana (Cuba) 

I August this year will 
et a direct entry to 
ifu'celona. 

Hosts Cuba, third in 
he last Pan American 



Games has put up a new 
astro turf pitch for this 
tournament and is 
making strenuous 
efforts to be the 
continental winner. 

COPPINIi OUT 

P ANTHINAIKOS, the 
leading Greek football 
olub, gave active help to 
the police in getting 
their Romanian 
international. Dantu 
Lupu, arrested on 
suspicion of being the 
leader of a gang of 
thieves. Lupu, four 
other Romanians and 
two Greeks were 
charged with breaking 
into homes and shops to 
steal clothing which 
they sold at a very low 
price. 


eOB TROUBLE! 


J ESUS GIL, the 
president of Atletico 
Madrid Football Club, 
has been singing, what 
he no doubt sincerely 
believes are, the praise 
of his manager, 
Tomislav Ivic. "Even 
when he is making 
love", Gil declared, “all 
he is thinking of is 
Atletico Madrid." 

Gil, of course has been 
banned until 1994 by 
UEFA, after declarhig 
that a referee who had 
incurred his wrath had 
been, “bribed with a 
blue-eyed Florentine 
t3oy." 


CRBZT STUFF 


H eard of the full 
moon bringing out 
the best in lunatics? 
Well, there are others 
who freak out when they 
see snow. 

But one must 
congratulate lunatic. 
Bob Baker for winning 
the Idltasports Hiunan 


Powered Ultramarathon 
held in Alaska. 

The idea was to 
complete a 200 mile 
course, and you could 
chose your own 
weapon-mountain bike, 
croas-country skis or 
snow shoes. Or you 
could use a combination 
of all three. 

Baker, the overall 
winner, chose skis and 
completed the course in 
2S hours 40 minutes. 
And guess what he got 
for his effort? Five 
ounces of gold, and we 
were calling him a 
lunatic! 


BIKE TO THE FUTURE 


F atima wiutbread 

will be taking part, 
with other non-sporting 
celebrities, in an event ' 
called the ‘Bike to the 
Future' in aid of Friends 
of the Earth in the 
month of May It is a 
mass cycle ride from 
London to HeverVastle 
in Kent covering 35 
miles. 


had not yet finally 
decided on this matter. 

While demonstrating 
his invention, Witzig 
said, “They didn’t want a 
yellow petrol flame 
because there was a war 
going on and Kuwait 
was burning. It had bad 
connotations.” • 



raiHE flaming torch that 
J. heralds the start of 
the Olympics could burn 
snowy white next year if 
the International 
Olympic Committee 
(IOC) endorses the 
proposal of a French 
amateur inventor. 

Patrick Witzig, the 
inventor, said that the 
IOC has agreed that his 
white flame should open 
the Winter Olympics in 
Albertville and the 
Summer Olympics in 
Barcelona. 

But Games officials in 
the French and Spanish 
cities, hosts of the 1992 
games said that they 

Fatima Whitbread: 
cycling for a cause 











What Is Big Match 
Temperament? 



Stanley Matthews: displayed slowness 


BY BRIAN GLANVILLE 


A leading 
sports 
columnist 
commented 
that Matthews 
had '"displayed 
the same faults 
of slowness 
and hesitation" 
as in previous 
representative 
games: 
"Perhaps he 
does not have 
the big match 
temperament." 




T he Big Match 
temperament. 
What IS it? How to 
define it? Can it 
ever be acquired? A 
player might take 
comfort from the 
experience of one of the 
greatest England 
players of all time, 
Stanley Matthews. 

Way back in 1934, he 
played his second game 
for England in the 
notorioiis Battle of 
Highbury, when the 
Italian team ran riot. 

Understandably, a 
player of the delicate 
skills of this greatest of 


outside-rights was 
hardly at home in such 
circumstances. 

A leading sports 
columnist commented 
that Matthews had 
“displayed the same 
faults of slowness and 
hesitation” as in 
previous representative 
games; “Perhaps he does 
not have the big match 
temperament. ” 

Well, Matthews went 
on playing for England 
for over 20 years, and as 
late as 1956 he was able 
to run one of the best left 
backs in the world, 
Nilton Santos of Brazil, 



ragged, at Wembley. So ‘ 
Wright need not 
despair. 

Turning the clock 
back again, a 
contemporary of 
Matthews, and another 
gifted outside right, was 
the Scotsman Gordon 
Smith, of Hibernian. 

In club matches, he 
looked marvellous, but 
during the last war, 
Scotland tried him time 
and again, giving him 
chance after chance, 
without success 
Something seemed to go 
wrong and he never 
quite clicked. 

More than a decade 
passed before Smith, a 
veteran by then, was 
recalled by Scotland, 
played for them in 
Budapest against a 
strong Hungarian team 
in 1955, and inspired 
the Scots to a 3-1 
victory. He had come 
good at last. 

Apart from the 
tensions of the occasion. 
International football, as 
has so often been said, is 
a very different type of 
game from club soccer. 

Graham Taylor, the 
England team manager, 
was recently lamenting j 
the three-month gap 
between international 
matches in a season, 
which causes his players 







Italian captain BergomI 
made hla international 
debut in the 1982 
World Cup 

to lose their edge for the 
games they have to play. 
Especially, it might be 
said, against the very 
different problems posed 
by foreign oppxDsition, 
with their more subtle 
and complex methods. 

Quite often, a player 
picked on his club form 
' may be obliged to play a 
' different kind of game 
in an international 
match. Yet there are 
those who seem to adjust 
with supreme ease. 

One of these was the 
versatile Italian 
defender, Giuseppe 
Bergomi. He was only 
18 and had never played 
a full game for Italy 
when suddenly, in 
Barcelona, in a vital 
World Cup game against 
Brazil, he was pitched 
into the fray. 

Dino Zoif, the veteran 
goalkeeper, gave him a 
few encouraging words, 
and Bergomi settled 
down instantly against a 
brilliant attacking team. 

Though what 
teenager has ever 
adjusted as fast as Pele, 
a Brazilian international 
at 16, scorer of two 
marvellous goals as a 
17-year-old in the World 
Cup Pinal of 1958 in 
Stockholm? 

Compared with Pele, 
most other 

achievements pale into 
insignificance—the Big 
Match Temperament 
incarnate. 
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G rbyhound 

BRAZILIAN 
GOLDisaoaniiw 
who is special to a 
helluva lot at people. 
However, six montiis 
ago he would have 
remained just a 
memory and even 
memOTies get dim. 
Sizmcmthsago, 
Brazilian Gold lay 
Ufdees, after slipping 
on the first bend of a 
race at the Btaditun in 
Hove, East Sussex. 
The dog’s neck was 
broken and he had 
stopped breathing. 
But his trainer, 
Gordon Hobson 
wouldn’t give up on 
his dog. "Even 
though thedog 
wasn’t breathing, I 
was sure 1 saw a 
glimmer of hope in 





his eyes,” he said. 

It was here that a 
doctor—who prefers 
to remain 

anon 3 rmous—took up 


the challenge to 
restore the dog to full 
health. In six months 
hewasfljdng 
gloriously down the 


track and after a few 
initial defeats 
Brazilian Gold was 
back at the top. 
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A fter you’ve finished c^ling at her, ti^ 
some time off and try and guess who she 
is. Pass? She's Tessa Sanderson, the 
former world Javelin record holder and she's 
looking mighty fine in those fancy clothes. 
Tsssa’fdoi^ quite weU Ibr herself, thank you. 
Apart from throwing the jav^n, she is 
currmitly aTV producer on Sky News and has 
starred onily recently in a pantomime. 

life in the global athletic circuit can be 
inotty grutilhrg, which ia why Noes 
Sanderson prefm to stay as close to her roots 
as possible. She has other passions, dresBing , 
up real fancy being h%h cm the list. The 
nrBke*up has to be Just right and ditto when it 
ccnneB’to matching ahoes anci dreeaee. Eftie’s 
c|uite hung up on Giorgio Armani and his ‘ 

foshicma. Trousers first aooentuatethe bottom 
is just her bag. I’m a bottom fireak as far as 
men are oonoemed." 

Ferscmafiy e^freiake cnit on Harvey 
NichOSa and ehowe (df a cute ntunbra* designed: 
by him. She’s coUeoted aroipid 40 pairs of.. 
shoesai^ woidd be mcne fiten widbig to 
half of tttocdmrily. And thsactkCtod for one 
, fidhs* bh»’8 proud to tw a woman; ®ieki gcA the 
fooki • ;. .■■■ V,.- 
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Gr»,>g LcMond : calch him 
'.vca'-inq ,) rielnict thi;, 
vea» Mr d ratt'irv lobe 
'he 7 (A;r or- Fr anc-e 


E ddie JORDAN desifi^ oars, It*8 easy to 
teU ooe’ the guy talks so much you think 
be'* got an engine running in his mouth. 
‘'They tell me I talk slot. Tm Iri^,’* ha says. As 
tbou^ we need an explanation. 

Neverth^ess, Jordan has a vision. He is 
leading a brand new team into the gaudy 
money-oovered world of Grand Prix racing. 
Soon he should be able to see the 7-Up> Jordan 
team lining up alongside the McLarens and 
fheHondas. 

Cars can be seen undressed, designed and 
engineered in Jordan's garage. And as one 
meoh buzzes away at the internals of a Jordan 
special he is heard muttering something like a 
“mean, green Eddie Jordan racing team.” 
Jordan calls himself an entrepreneur, at least 
he was one. He always wanted to have his own 
garage which he eventually did. At least 20 
drivera including Ayrton Senna, Jean Alesi 
and Ivan Capelli all drove for him. Jordan 
believes that with a little bit of luck, his g^n 
and blue cars could be among the points in the 
FI circuit. Some people call it a lot of bull. We 
csJl it bravery. 
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CVCLE 


V^OFESSIONAL cyclists all over Eurc^ 
■^ave decided to revest. Their main 
JL contention is that they refuse to weur 
helmets on the race courses. Shades of 
Calcutta. They are backed by a lot of 
professionals including one Mr. Greg LeHcmd. 

LeMond has protested against cycling's 
controversial rule insisting on the wearing of 
hard shell helmets, by declaring he will defy it 
during races held in.the mountains. LeMond 
protested, “I am sure we will all do Giat in the 
Tour de Franoe. 1 definiMy won’t put them on 
for the mountain stages and in the 100 degree 
forhsnheit French heat.’'LeMond believes that 
pro cydists should have the right to choose 
whether to wear a hdmet or not. Or, if the rule 
exists, it should be waived special^ during tibe 
Tour de loanee. He daima that It is difficult for 
the epeotaUns os well as the media to identify 
theridera. “Safety is important and it should 
be recognised. But cycling tradition has been 
made on leoogsdsing riders. And pe(^ oome 
out to see events like the TUur da France usd 
their favourite ridsra.” 

Iiyying totdlns sQEMti^ 
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when Oscar Wilde was 
hauled up by some cus¬ 
toms officials and asked 
to declare the goods he 
was carrying, he said, "I 
have nothing to declare 
but my genius.” 

But genius according 
to Thomas Edison is “90 
per cent inspiration and 
ten per cent perspira¬ 
tion. 

Influenced by Wilde’s 
confidence .and Edison’s 
advice, the Sportsworld 
gang decided to try our 
luck and risk our repu¬ 
tation at Calcutta’s latest 
invention: The Mer¬ 
chants Cup inter-office 
quiz. 

When it comes to Mer- 
chants Cup competi¬ 
tions. Calcutta has the 
works, from cycle polo 
to rowing and lawn 
bowling to swimming. 
You name it, they have 
it. 

Having gone on re¬ 
cord claiming that we 
don’t only write about 
sport but actually play 
it, we do try our luck 
from football field to 
swimming pool. 

But quiz, now that's 
something else. 
Granted, we ought to 
know more than the 
average person does ab¬ 
out sport, but what ab¬ 
out' films, entertain¬ 
ment, food and drink, 
general knowledge etc? 
Yes, we had to improve 
that facet of our know- 
ledgre. 

Taking it for granted 
that our knowledge of 
sport was superior to 
anyone else ‘the 

quiz gang’ began 
brushing up on their 
G.K. 

We even unearthed the 
origin of the word quiz. 

The story goes like 
this: A manager of a 
Dublin theater laid a wa¬ 
ger that he would intro¬ 
duce into the English 
language, within 24 



hours, a new word of no | 
meaning. Accordingly, 
on eveiy wall and all ac¬ 
cessible places were 
chalked up the four 
mystic letters QUIZ. All 
of Dublin was inquiring 
what they meant. The 
bet was won and the 
word remains current in 
^e English language. 

That’s the answer 
we had ready if the ques¬ 
tion did crop up in the 
Merchants Cup competi¬ 
tion. 

It didn’t. But we did 
get to know that the 
word saucer originated 


from the sauce it held 
and that an ’Off-white’ 
wedding is one when the 
bride is pregnant and 
therefore cannot wear 
the traditional virgin 
white gown. 

And if we did surprise 
a few people with our 
general knowledge ,our 
knowledge of sport was 
exposed quite often. We 
were shocked to learn 
that basketball jersies 
were numbered from 4- 
15 only. That the British 
secret service MI5 comes 
to a stamdstill once every 
year when England 


The man who foxed us: Pakistani wicketkeeper 
Saieem Yousuf 




plays a Test match at 
Lord’s. And that the. 
KGB sponsors the Mos¬ 
cow Dynamo football 
team. 

But in case you are 
sniggering at our lack 
of sports knowledge 
let’s set the record 
straight. Did you know 
that Abbas Ali Baig and 
Brijesh Patel were the 
first two Indian cricke¬ 
ters to be kissed oh a 
cricket field? Or that the 
official drink at Wimble¬ 
don is Robinson’s Barley 
water? Or that Victor 
Korchnoi’s seconds used 
different colours of 
yoghurt to send coded 
messages to him when 
he played Karpov? That 
Edberg, Pat Cash and 
Borg are the only three 
players to win both 
junior and senior Wimb¬ 
ledon titles? 

Oh yes, we scored on 
all of those questions. 
And many more. But 
there were two blunders 
we will never live down. 
The first was not being 
able to identify the face 
of Devon Malcolm, the 
English fast bowler. But 
by far the worst bloomer 
was not recognising 
Saieem Yousuf. The 
slide on the screen 
showed the Pakistani 
wicketkeeper playing 
snooker. The picture 
had appeared in Sport¬ 
sworld and Mudar 
Patherya was the photo¬ 
grapher. Yet when it 
was shown on the screen 
we were foxed. The quiz 
master rubbed salt into 
our wounded egos pub¬ 
licly annovincing that 
he had copied the photo¬ 
graph from our maga¬ 
zine. 

What no one knew, 
was that it was yours 
truly who was playing 
against Yousuf when 
Patherya had clicked 
that particular shot. 
AndyOVrlsn 
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WHIN 97% OP IME WOMD MMS ON 
SIBL RADUUtSf wMrwooivTMMifuiMMirMMjaMt 


411 radials ar« not 
th« sam«. 

Mfien you wont the 
best rocMai tyre for your 
cor, find out whofs under 
the tread. Steel. Or 
ordinary textile fabric 
Or fibreglass. 

fabric or fibreglass 
can never match the 
effkocy of steel. 
Only steel belted 
radials 


enhance the performance 
of your car. By way of 
increased fuel effioiertcy, 
more mileage ond better 
road grip on any and 
every kind of road. 

that's why 97% of the 
world rides on steel 
belted radials. 

So give your ear the 
advantage of steel. Feel 
the unmatched power 
ond safety of steel radials 


vdtile broking, 
cornering and driving, 
even on wet roods. 

Svitch to ^e 
world-class steel rodbl. 
Only from JK. 

It's the Red! Radial. 


wnroiw flw****^^ isofv 
about ted todid lb 


Mr,$.V,Sriiii«iMn, 
RodialCItfb, 
iJL iMkisfiies Ltd^ , - 
3, Bohadndwb Zofbf 
New Ddhi 110002 


THE REAL RADIAL 
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all away. 

Cover yoir hospttalation expanses with New Ind^ 

A major illness can strike you anytime. 

The expenses involved could stagger you. New India offers you a 
special policy to take care of the high costs of hospitalization. 

For further details,contact our nearest office today. 

NEW INDIA ASSURANCE 


A subsidiary of the General Insurance Corpn. of India. 
87, M.G. Road, Fort, Bombay 400 001. 









VOICES 


*^’8 not poimeal. It’s the ‘in’ 
thing, i want peaoe...it’a cool.” 
JENNIFER CAPRIATI, on the 
earring with the peace sign, that 
dangles from her left earlobe. 


%tiieelgiith wonder of tha track 
awid field, not a taKHaggad calf , 
note legieas woman, buta 
eprintar wMhout staroMa.” 
MICHEAL MAURER, (writer for ttie 
German newspaper, Struttgarter 
Zeitung), heralding Ben Johnam's 
arrival in Sindetfin^n, where he 
was to run a race. 

The main reason for my 
comeback la to get back what I 
loat Money is not the reason.” 

LARRY'HOLMES, (41) on his 
comeback plans. Shades of a 
certain,George Foreman. 
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“If South Africa ia readmltlod to 
international athletics then I 
would like to compete abroad, 
but I’m not doing anything to get 
into the world competition 
before that.” 

ZOLA PIETERSE, nee Budd, 
seems in no particular hurry to 
return to the world arena. 


“I know I’ll get my fair share of 
bouncers. If you bat higher up, 
you’re going to cop tt. I’ll ^ 
to stick it out and see what 
happens. It will be like starting 
all over again tor me. Everything 
I’ve done before will moan 
nothing.” 

Batting prodigy, GREAME HICK, 
who's confident of making his Test 
debut for England, against the 
West indies. 

"I’m tired of travetiing to ail 
these cities, rm fust doing too 
much of PR right now. AH my 
races are Just for training tor the 
outdoor season. H’o a matter of 
getting my bonfidenoe back.” 
BEN JOHNSON, on his five dty. 
three weak European tour, dui^' 
whk^ hehad to dd irytumeraLto 
TV abpeartnees and interviews. 











iForthoMwtwcomldM- 
tb* road tiMMr honw itiMi 
iwwiM tolM tha partoet 
•atlitH|--agalclaa 
aunaat. a taat ear ami an 
antUaaatannae 





fiKaidlDavtlw 
iiortoketar is <dd bat. 
But bow doH he Uva hia 
dajr to day life? As a 
InuBuui beiac. a 
b u et n ea em anaadaimlt 
figure fbr mlUlona of 
Indiana. BoUa 
Chatteijoe spent a day 
wttb him to find out file 

m a n ttio 

oiioketer. 
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•VHniriBii 
GtamaM^ Chiti Bvart. 
She WTltM am bar lifiB 
•way firom the buaj 
<fff tha 

olimilt. Now, loadiiic* 
more ffdaxed Uia aba la 
doinc aU thooe fhlnfs 
timt idia eraomt allowed 
to. 


Ibtbar Uba 

m VflomMTbaporaaaf Ilia 
raoliifp tnudc an no 
atramgertoFanl 
Stewart, aom of former 
world ohampkm, Jatide 
Stewart. AWioughbla 
father la arorriad, nral la 
detennlnad to mahe hia 
inaitK om the faat taaaSi. 
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87 Maieft^ Ap(fl, SI, volume taSwe ie 
An Ananm Banr PuMcaapfi na. 740 
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tSFreowheaUng 


Cover photograph toy Rajeah 
Kumar 

Poster photograph toy Action PhJa 
All Illustrations toy Deneshish Deto 


EMor Manaur All Khen Fataudi 

AmMMM SaSor Andy O'Brian 

CMareawaasar Pneiaap Pam 

■dHMM 8laih auMidth Seear, auprekHh 
QhodW, ftoW Ddvkl toiilnim. AvO L4Mi, 
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MadraeOorieaeendaM: Faitm Aemahand 
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Eight Indian summers ago. a a4-year-old 
young man stood on the balcony of 
Lord's cricket ground in England. He 
held in his hands the Prudential Cup. His 
smile was one of unbridled joy. as he 
reverentially preferred the cup out to the 
world, so that all could see.. .and believe. 

The vast crowd standing below the 
balcony at Ijord’s- -and those countless 
Indians who had till then sat nervously 
before their television sets back 
home—saw...and acknowledged, this 
simple yet meaningful gesture. 

Then champagne bottles were 
uncorked and as the spray flew out and 
kissed the faces of those who had 
gathered to cheer, one felt 
unquestionably proud to be an Indian. 

For Kapil Dev Nikhanj, the Indian 
captain who had held that trophy, the 
saga had already begun. 


M edia created celebrities 
in New Delhi are passe. 
Obviously it's a different 
story in the other cities 
altogether But in Delhi? 
There are too many of 
them around— read: mainly 
politicians -- for you to take seriously. 
Almost any road, at any time of day could 
be blocked because there’s a VVIP about 
to pass through. The strict security 
arrangements in the capital reinforce 
the belief that this is where the action is. 
Okay, so we’re talking politicians and 


Cricketer. Businessman. Cult figure. Human 
being. Kapil Dev is a winner ail 
the way. Robin Chatterjee spent a day with 
the legend to see how he 
lives his life off the cricket field 


Mr. and Mrs. Kapil Dev at home. 

A photograph of this nature is rare. For 
them .even time has a price tag 
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RAJESH KUMAR 
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The things money can buy. Like a 
swank Mercedes and some jazzy suits. 

And it suits him to the T 

the odd showbiz bigwig. But how do 
Delhiites react to a g^uy like Kapil Dev? 

If you ’re zipping down Lodhi Gardens 
in the morning, it's impossible to miss or 
ignore the Pepsi Cola banners strung 
across the road: ‘Kapil is coming. Kapil is 
coming! ’ they gasp. Just in case you 're 
really wondering what the message is all 
about, look a little closer and you ’ll find 
the words ‘Toyour home', also inscribed. 
To a smai-t Delhiite it would read: ‘Kapil 
is coming! To your home. ’ 

I F you’re 32-yearB-young, a good 
cricketer with a lot of fight left in 
you and an equally good 
entrepreneur to boot, then Delhi would 
probably react to you. 

It’8 also appropriate that Kapil should 

Kapil with his prized momentoes. The 
bat he is caressing Is the one with wMeh he 
blasted Zimbabwe out of the World 
Cup. 175 not out A world record 
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stay In a place called Sunderaaffor. It all 
fits and appears as if previously 
ordained. Where else could he stay, in a 
place called South Extension? No, he 
could probably name his TV company 
after that place. 

An impeccable bungalow houses the 
Dev’s amidst all the lawyer and doctor 
neighbours. But don’t even pause to 
think that he’s just a guy with a lot of 
money and little else. In fact, when he 
comes out onto his balcony on mornings 
in his dressing gown with his cuppa, he’s 
probably looking right across the clear 
Delhi skyline, way beyond the MP’s 
quarters and probably even Rashtrapati 
Bhavan, his head swimming with ideas. 
No longer does Kapil Dev only think 
inswingers; now it is concepts, deals and 
tie-ups, in short; heavy duty business. 
Just because he can bat and bowl a bit 
(sorry Kaps!) doesn't mean he hasn’t got 
ambition. He has, and tons of it. There’s 
one thing he doesn’t have though: his 
personal business card. But then he 
doesn’t need it. His face itself opens all 
corporate doors. 

But why is Kapil going to people’s 
hames? He’s not Just going to pay 


At the bar with his new 
friend De Niro. The pup 
has become a regular 
at the Dev household 


courtesy caJls to the Delhi Janta, or is he? 

"Actually, we’re doing a tie-up deal 
with Lehar Pepsi. It’s a campaign for two 
products: Pepsi and Sports Channel. ” 
Kapil says. "It’s a way of getting to know 
where the product stands (specially 
Sports Channel). An advertisement 
inviting Kapil to your home was to be 
filled out by the applicants. In return for 
Kapil's visit, the lucky winners would 
have to offer him a sip of Pepsi. Kapil in 
turn would give them a certificate and a 
six month free subscription of his sports 
cassette. So how’s that for business? 

“Basically 1 feel it is the promotion of 
the game, ’’Kapil analyses. "Yes, it is the 
promotion of products,but I also think 
that meeting people is important. ’’His 
eyes appeared forthright and honest 
after the statement, so no argument. 
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Kapil and Romi at their bar. Together 
they’ie the toast of the town! 













T he fast bowler’s pride in him may> 
have quietly acquiesced to a 
shortened run-up and his 
deliveries may have lost their sting, but 
Kapil Dev’s perception of business is 
getting sharper by the day, if the growth 
of Dev Features, the media and 
syndication agency which he started in 
1987 is any indication. Could he be 
India’s most prosperous sportsman? 

You don’t ask silly questions. You talk 
stats. His eight crore company—which 
started with the meagre investment of Rs 
10 lakhs—seems to have relegated Sunil 
Gavaskar’s Professional Management 
Group (which has a turnover of three 
crore) lower down the order. "We’re 
aiming for 22 crore next year,” says Dilip 
Rangnekar. the cool and efficient 
General Manager, Marketing for Dev 



Kapil In his study. It is Features. No argument here, either. 

K«»l'.prtontl«nowlnolu<l« 

Unless he’s doing syndicating columns from the top 
it on the field writers in the country,managing spmls 
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Kapil actually took his stance 
in the world of business in 
1983. His family opened hotel 
Kapil in Chandigarh. Simple, 
with no frills, the 13-room 
hotel houses a bar called 
Sixer, a restaurant known as 
the Oval, and a banquet hall. 
Pavilion. The annual 
turnover? A cool Rs. 45 lakhs. 
The hotel was opened just for 
kicks 


tournaments (the fact that he’s on the 
Board of Directors for Escorts acts as a 
bonusXdoing TV programmes and also j 
bringing out a video sports magf^ne 
every month: Sports Channel. No wonder! 
he doesn’t have the time which is why he j 
is delegated most of his immediate family 
and employees to run the day to day 
business. The money seems easier to 
come by and why not? If you sit on top of 
a gushing oU well you can only go up. 

Kapil actually took his stance in the 
world of business in 1983. The World 
Cup euphoria was still in the air and his 
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Let the passion 











He’s human too. In the sense 
that not everything Kapil 
Dev does has a price tag 
attached to it. He can be 
largely generous. The Escorts 
cricket team can testify to 
this. He has moulded a group 
of talented individuals into a 
team without taking any 
adequate mileage out of it 


If that was by chance, then the birth of 
Dev Features was by no means 
preplanned either. Journalist Lokesh 
Sharma. in the cotirse of an interview 
with Kapil, actually spoke aloud the idea 
of syndicating a Kapil Dev column. It 

With a fan who covered his house with 
paintings and slogans of Kapil. It's a red 
letter day for the kid 


OVERTAKE YOU. ^ \ 















A dog Is a man’s best friend. Kapil 
waltzing away with Don 


became Kapil’s mouthpiece. No more the 
fear of bein^ misquoted by the media. 
“Everybody say(s) something:. But when I 
say something:, they (the press) change 
the meaning of it altogether,” he argues. 
“1 mean in one sentence you can have two 
meanings. Like, if I say that Chetan 
Sharma is a very good bowler but he's not 
bowling well, the Press says: ‘Chetan is 
not bowling well, and that is what Kapil 
says’ It can get pretty irritating. So I felt 
that if I feel this way lot of other people 
do too. ’■ 

Dev Features was thus born and is 
being run jointly by his wife.Romi Dev 
and Ijokesh Sharma. "The company 




























“Hi! ” he yells. The face at the window 
appears frozen in shock. The kid can't 
believe it! 

“Can I come up?" asks Kapil. 

The face disappears as if in the 
affirmative. By the time we get upstairs, 
we can hear the distinct hustle and bustle 
of rooms being crammed up. After the 
formal intros are made. Kapil asks for 
the kid. The little specimen walks 
gingerly into the room. The boy's father 
saves thesituation by shouting out 
towards the kitchen. "Ha bhai, bottle 
kholo aur lao (C'mon open the bottle and 
bring it)! 

Kapil: “No formalities please" 

Dad: "We all have to go through this. ” 

Kapil. "Mat kholo. bacche ko do (Give it 
to the kid )." 

He then bends down to talk to the boy. 
“You 're the lucky one. You know that?" 

Kid A kxik which says:" I guess so if 
you 're here." 

Kapil. “Doyou know what I’m going to 
give you?” 

Kid Looking down to see if the floor 
still exists. 

Kapil “You 're going to get a certificate 
like this (hands him one) and a cassette 
like this for the next six months. But tell 
me, did you fill up the form or did your 
father doit for you ? 

The little mite looks at his father for 
permission but the dad takes off on a 
tangent. "Allow me to introduce myself... 
in fact my company is one of the 
sponsorel of your cassette. ..I work for 
Indian Shipping Products.. .you met my 
counterpart in marketing a few days 
ago. The kid looks at his dad in disgust 
and Kapil gets ready to leave. This is not 
the time for corporate talk. As the car 
moves off slowly, Kapil looks back and 
waves goodbye to the kid. The kid waves 
back and sighs... 

As the con voy makes its way to the 
next house Kapil takes over. “The best 


part of this campaign is the people you 
meet. There was one house I walked into 
where the couple were deaf and dumb. 
They were so thrilled at seeing me. They 
were surixiunded by a host of relatives 
who did all the talking for them. 
Afterwards, the husband made me sign 
every poster that he had collected of 
me. "Later, at another home, a .young boy 
with great love and care drew pictures of 
his hero. He also put up massages of 
childish affection all over his house. He 
wanted a picture with Kapil, who 
obviously obliged. 



W HICH makes us once again 
study the depth of Kapil’s 
business acumen. 
Considering the large number of 
endorsements and promotions t hat he’s 
already got under his belt, would he 
possibly be doing this Pepsi campaign for 
freo*^ After all. he’s also promoting his 
own product as well. 

“Huh.” he shakes his head in disbelief. 
The query is repeated. 

“Who would do it for free, tell me that.” 
Well, you could. 

“C’mon let’s not kid around!” he states 
fiercely. “Do it for free, basically it’s been 
done for people who don’t have access to 


Kapil's 

public relations 
acumen is 
unmatched 









Just because he 
can bat and bowl 
a bit doesn't 
mean he hasn’t 
got brains 


tries his best to live up to his end of it. It’s 
no secret that companies are quite happy 
paying him a high price. If you look at 
the phenomenal sales of Palmolive , 

shaving cream and Boost, the health 
drink, you’ll know why. Kapil Dev 
delivers the goods. In addition to all this 
when you make something around Rs. 
eight crore from your own business, 
when Kapil must be surpi'ised how it all 
adds up. The money from endorsements 
and campaigns seems.. .small. 

People know his achievements as a 
cricketer well enough. A hard core Kapil 
Dev fan could rattle off his statistics 
befoi-e- you could say Dev Features, but do 
they know that the company is planning 
to diversify into four different fields from 
next year? The fields specifically could 
not be divulged for purely competitive 
reasons. Or the fact that maybe Kapil 
hasn't finished with Pepsi, when he says. 
“Actually it’s a good thing that Pepsi's 
around They're interested in sponsoring 
spoi'ting events. If more money comes 
into sports it's good for the sportsmen.” 
Then ho announces a sudden brainwave. 
“Maybe we'll have a team for kids 
sponsored by Pepsi. We can call it the 
Pepsi XI " And then with a pause... 
“Actually 1 don't know how you look at 
it." One thing's for sure, he's not 
'confused. 

He's human too In the sense that not 
everything Kapil Dev does has a px’ice 
attached to it. He can be largely 
generous. The Escorts cricket team can 
testify to this. He has moulded a group of 

__ talented individuals 

into a team without 
taking any adequate 
mileage out of it, “If 
we win a tourna 


“Tljep>^ple in Calcutta are 
he remarks. 

“The# ace a bit more personal 
thati the otheris. And they 


you m so many 
dhPerent ways,” he added 
like an excited child. ‘‘Dada, 
guru,” he crooned. “Arre 
yaar, you can't even get out 
of your hotel. They dive 
straight for your legs. 
Koopikla iliey s;n...” 


ment, I don't 
take the prize money. 
I give it to the 
youngsters of the 
club," he disclosed. 






There have also been instances when 
he has helped j uniar players in the 
Indian Test teams. Like when a junior 
cricketer came up to him and asked him 
for money in order to build a house. “No 
names please," he interrupted. “Yaar, if I 
have the money to give someone and if a 
cricketer want(s) to build a house, 1 
would love to help him. I feel that a 
cricketer must have his security. 

The player now has a house 

The Pepsi bng'ade now moves in to 
another colony. The place is deserted 
except for a few kids who a re playing' in 
the hot afternoon sun. The hot Delhi 
breeze makes the dust go swirling high 
into the air. The kids pay no notice to the 
fleet ofcais tilt Kapil comes out of it. You 
can’t mistake that face. 

The kids ’ face strain for some kind of 
recognition. Then realisation dawns and 
they shout out to each other, "Kapil Dev. 
Jaldi aa. Aarc jaldi atiim. Kapil aaya hai. ’’ 
Kapil hearing their excited cries turns 
around and waves out to them. Their 
manner suddenly changes, they don't 
know how to react They stare 
dumbfounded as the car moves off. Kapil 
then slaps me on my thigh and asks 
excitedly, “What will happen if \\ t do this 
campaign in CalcuttaT 

His marketing manager speaks up, 
“They'll go Ixirserk, Kapil. 2'hey'll just go 
berserk " 

Kapil nods in acknowledgement, “Yah. 
J thought so myself. 

Another colony. The people have 

obviously been wait . ■ ' ' 

ing for Kapil for a 
very long time. A few 
xhiddleaged ladies 
are holding garlands. 

Kapil squirms in 
his seat in obvious 
discomfiture. Then 
seeing some humour 
in it he wisecracks, 


“Kyon, election mein kharabojaye, “A 
twitter follows inside the car. “It's like 
going for an election campaign.’'he 
concludes. 

“You might just win Kapil," interjects 
a lady reporter. 

“Arre baba mere ko nahi khara hona 
election mein." It's time to meet the lucky 
winner. 

We soon leave the colony after Kapil 
completes his formahties. Back in the car 
he remarks. “They are a bit more 
jiersonal in Calcutta .And they 
address you in so many different ways, ” 
he added like an excited child. “Dada, 
guru. ” he ci'ooned. “Arreyaar, you can't 
even get out of your hotel. They dive 
straight for you legs. Koopilda, they say. 
It's never Sunil, but Shoonil Not Ravi, 
but Robi. "And than he mimics. “Soochin 
aaga.ya, Soochin." 

'May-be he 'll be a hit," someone spoke 
aloud. Kapil retorted, trying to sound 
comically blase." In Calcutta, anybody 
can be a hit. ” 


W HILE on the subject of money, 
there are two questions that 
automatically suggest 
themselves. One, does money really play 
such an important role in the man’s life? 
Two, does his easy-going character 
reflect in his business dealings? 

His answers are surprisingly precise 
and measured. “1 personally feel that you 
should have money. A good limit. I mean 
what I’m living on today shouldn’t 
decrease. Why do sportsmen struggle?" 

I he asks with 


“tife should be 
straight-^.smooth. And if you 
hav« a smooth life, you can 
do better things. Just I ook at 
a cricketer ft-om the ’70s. 
Some of them have worked 
harder then J have. But when 
I go and meet them, f feci 
.sorry. Sorr; because they 
can’t even of fer vou a glass of I 


vehemence. “Once 
they stop playing, 
they fall on hard 
times. So you 
should use the 
contacts you make 
in your playing 
days.” He pauses... 



Kapil 

is the epitome of 
fitness 


There's aiways 
time for a little 
stretching in the 
midst of 
everything. 






“Life should be straight... smooth. And 
if you have a smooth life, you can do 
better things. Just look at a cricketer 
from the ‘70s. Some of them have 
worked harder then I have. But when I 
go and meet them. I feel sorry. Sorry 
because they can’t even offer you a glass 
of beer or a cup of tea. It shouldn’t be that 
way." Hie words rest in the 
air-conditioned air. 

And his character?” I'm very cool,” he 
states with a finality. “Tlie kind of 
, impression people have of me on the 
gi’ound is different from what I am off it. - 
On the ground people think I’m 
aggressive... and 1 am! But off it I'm 
totally opposite. I don’t get annoyed. 

Even dunng my business dealings.” 

“You can prove a point by saying 
something. But you cannot get angry 
and get a result.” Just then the car turns 
into the gates of Lady Shri Ram College. 
“Kapil,” Dilip warns. A group of girls are 
standing in front of the college gate 
preparing to form a human chain.... 

Mfteen minutes had passed since Kapil 
g-ot off at the gates of LSR College—he 
was forced to walk from the main gate by 
the girls— and entered the main hall. The 
screams, sighs and shouts never seem to 
dissipate. In fact, they are getting more 
strident and more boisterous by the 
minute. Kapil tdl now hadn’t managed to 
say a word. How could he?- -as be begins 
to speak, the girls start screaming. 

"Kapil touch me, look at me Kapil. ” 
Finally it is time to interrupt the 
hysteria: 

Kapil. “Now can I talk ." 

"Yeeeaaah, ” they scream. 

Kapil: ”/presume the hostess in the 
mess must be looking after you well. ” 

Screams again. 

Kapil: “I believe you have 300girls 
beie" 

Mote screams.' 

Kapil: “So I have asked them to give 
you 300 bottles of Pepsi. ” 


^■1 



“Free?” 

’Free?” he shouted back. 

The girls now take up a chant of‘Yeah, 
yeah ’. A nother group takes up another 
chant. “We want a T-shirt, we want a 
T-shirt. ” 

“Okay I'll send those too. "Kapil 
promises 

"Extra iai’ge please. “ someone yelled 
“Shoo, "corrected another. 

Meeting over, everybody scrambled 
back to their cars. Kapil looked at Dilip 
triumphantly and asked, “Soyou wanted 
to see girls, “he shouted above the din. 
"Pun college dikha di maine." 

I S this guy human oi' what? How 
calculating is he? Sure he sports a 
naked ambition. He admires success 
and the frills that come with it. If today 
Kapil Dev Nikhanj is a business foioe it 
isn’t entirely because of the people who 
work for him or with l^m. He has ideas of 
his own and they come very fast. Talk to 
him in business parlance and his eyes 
shine like crisp 100 rupee notes. He has 
tremendous resei-ves of confidence in his 
own abilities but he also has the humility 
to be selfless Unfortunately it is this 
quality that lands him in a mess. 

“It hurts when jieople you try to help, 
turn against you.” he explains. “They do 
so many irrational things.” 

For example ? 

“For example, something that took 
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Lokesh Sharma 
doing some 
quality control. 
Dev Features and 
Sports Channel 
are raking in big 
money 


At the home of 
one of his lucky 
fans. Girls relate 
to him better 
though 




place in the Board meeting regarding the 
Duleep Trophy fiasco Manoj Prabhakar 
suddenly spoke out against me. I have 
always tried to work with him but then 
suddenly he lands up in a soup during 
the Duleep trophy and without eveii 
consulting me. goes and speaks to the 
Press, saying tbat, “My captain asked me 
to bowl bouncers and beamers. ‘This is 
lying. I mean you have so much time for 
those guys and when they lie against you 
it hurts.” 

Could Manoj have reacted under 
pressure? 

“No he must have reacted in the heat of 
the moment,” Kapil corrects, “rve done 
the same things in my younger days." he 
says in a forthright manner. Then he 
leans forward and adds, “But when you 
get caught, it’s wrong. If you don't it’s 
okay.” 

The con voy th unders in to yet another 
colony. This time his fans don’t just want 
to drink Pepsi. They want to play cricket 
with him as well. 

“C'mon , I'll bowl," he says resig'nedly. 

i 

A young boy takes his stance. Kapil 
takes two steps and bowls. The boy 
plonks a foot forwara spanks the ball 
right out of the ground. There is worse to 
come. It is now Kapil's turn to bat, and 
the boy who had faced him earlier 

thunders in to bowl. The ball rears up 
and hits Kapil on the head. It is time to 


leave and not a moment too soon. No one 
hits Kapil Dev on the head with a 
bouncer. Inside the relative safety of his 
car. Kapil speaks, "Mujhe bouncer maar 
diya. "and then adds with a smile on his 
face, “/ suppose he'll talk about it for 
weeks. Saying he got me with a short 
ball.” 

"But you know, "he says. “I noticed one 
good quality in that boy. He had that 
extra something. We call it ‘khunnas’. 
That makes all the difference. It did for 
me. ” 

The campaign is over. 


W HERE does he go from here? 
ITie question is thrown at 
him as we sip hot coffee at 
the NIS grounds. He’s grown as a 
cricketer, businessman and human 
being. And all so young. Has he ever 
stopped to think about it? 

Maybe he has, because he answers 
without any great deal of thought. “Well 
the sky is the limit. If you want to become 
something you don’t look at it from the 
outside. If and when you reach the top, 
you check to see if there's anyone ahead 
of you and you proceed to cross him. 
There are no end of people succeeding in 
their fields. 

“I’ve changed a lot in 10 years,” he 
suddenly confesses. This is the result of 
going out and meeting people. Perhaps 
my way of thinking is different.” 

Perhaps?! mean, this is a guy whose 
Dobermann is called Don Corleone, 
because he ‘likes the guys who play the 
Mafia Dons in the movies. ’ 

And Don Oorleone’s three week old 
puppy, what about him ? 

“Either A1 Pacino or De Niro, I think,” 
says Kapil. 

Ah. what the hell, he always was a 
class act. Didn’t you know, ‘Kapil Dev da 
jawab nahin. Even now! 


PHOTOGRAPHS. PANKAJ SHARMA 
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WEST INDIES CRICKET 


‘Wearedu 
transitiona 





r JIK West Indies, 

whose power in the 
boardrooms of world 
cricket has {ji-owii in 
proportion to their 
sjccess on the field, 
are ready to amend their stance 
significantly on South Africa, 
offering the first hint of 
encouragement from a black 
nation to the outlawed country. 

The West Indies are also 
preparing an initiative to reform 
standards of discipline and they 
will make concessions on slow 
play in which they have long been 
considered b.v some to be both 
guilty and intransigent. 

Those were some of the issues to 
emerge when Clyde Walcott, 
president of the West Indies Board 
of Control, spoke on the future of 
cricket in the Caribbean, where 
the game is rich in talent, 
passionate in outlook, financially 
destitute and yet more influential 
over the rest of the world than 


period*. 

...Says CLYDE WALCOTT, 
president of the West Indies 
Board of Controi, talking about 
the future of the game in the 
Caribbean, the changing attitudi 
of the cricketing nations toward: 
South Africa, and looks at the 
change in times and cricketing 
psychology the world over... 


ever before, ' 

South Africa’s continued 
isolation from international 
cricket has been paramount in 
West Indian policy for two decades 
and in 1988 they, along with 
England, were responsible for the 
introduction of automatic 1’est 
suspensions for anyone visiting 
there to play or coach. 

Now, however, the rapid 
political change in South Africa, 
allied to the projected merging of 
cricket’s two racially-perceived 
bodies, has convinced Walcott that 
the initial barrier, one of basic 
communication, can be dropped. 

As the West Indies' spokesman at 
the International Cricket Council 
in July, he will raise no objection 
when South Africa makes ita 
annual plea, traditionally rejected 
out of hand, for an audience. 

South Africa now will win, 
surely the required support to put 
their case to the Test-playing 
nations for a review of their 


game’s long-claimed, but widely 
disputed, non-racial status. So 
long as their two bodies, the 
predominantly white Cricket 
Union and the non-white Cricket 
Board, are united by July, they 
are likely to ask the ICC to send a 
fact-finding mission. 


W E want to see the 
apartheid 
system totally 
dismantled so that 
South Africa can 
eventually come back 
Into the fold and I am 
interested to Hear 
about the progress 
within V 
cricket.... 
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On this, Walcott cannot promise 
automatic support. He explained; 
“I would have no quarrel with the 
idea of a merg'ed South Africa 
authority addressing' us 
infomially at the ICC. I have 
quarrelled with it before, of 
course, but like every other 
country we are encouraged by 
what has happened in South 
Africa. 

“We want to see the apartheid 
system totally dismantled so that 
South Africa can eventually come 
back into the fold and I am 
interested to hear about the 
progress within cricket. As for 
any ICC mission to the country, I 
would have to study the situation 
further. 

“On purely cricket matters I am 
able to speak for the West Indies. 
But I represent not just one 
country but a whole region, and 
when a sensitive political issue is 
concerned I must consult with 
governments so that we as a board 


are not in conflict with them.” 

On the topic of discipline, 
Walcott ne^s to refer to nobody 
This imposing, statesmanlike 
man, now aged 65. has a pained 
expression when he discusses 
standards which have dropped 
incalculably since the times in the 
1950s when he was averaging 56 
in Test cricket, carefree cricketing 
times which, he freely admits, will 
now never return. 

“We never had problems of 
behaviour, but then we were not 
playing such a commercial, 
scrutinised game as the players of 
today. Money is at the root of the 
problem but it is important that 
we. as administrators, first accept 
that discipline in the international 
game has deteriorated, and then 
act firmly to put it right. ” 

West Indies are much in favour 
of the international code of 
conduct which the KX will put in 
place by October of this year. They 
believe that independent umpires 


Y OU will not see 
cricket on the 
beach, or on waste 
ground, quite as much 
because the young 
have more to divert 
them. In my day, 
cricket was all there 
was...I am optimistic 
of the future, even if 
we must not expect to 
dominate as we have 
done... Walcott 


should be mandatory, if only they 
can be funded. Interestingly, 
Walcott is also set to propose a 
worldwide convention of leading 
umpires in an effort to achieve 
uniformity on such matters as 
intimidatory bowling, 
time-wasting and players 
conduct. 

“The umpires need to get 
together so that they can be 
stronger and more consistent in 
many areas,” says Walcott, citing 
the calling of wides in one-da.v 
cricket as an example of widely 











varying interpretations. 

Time-wasting is another, and 
although West LudiOs, with the 
battery of rechargeable fast 
bowlers, have always opposed 
over-rate fines, they are now more 
conciliatory. Fines, they say, 
should be imposed, but the 90 
overs per day rule ought to make 
time allowances for fall of wickets, 
drinks breaks and injuries. The 
ICC is unlikely to agree on this, 
but on other points Walcott will 
win support. 

“Short-pitched bowling is still a 
worry and although I am totally 
against a limit of one per over, as 
it gives an artificial advantage to 
the batsman, it is true that too 
many are sometimes bowled. The 
umpires should be discussing a 
uniform line on what they regard 
as intimidation. 

“We acknowledge that 
discipline is poor throughout Test 
cricket and this is one very good 
reason for imposing mandatory 
independent umpires. I believe 95 
per cent of the problems with 
dissent and bad behaviour come as 


C ricket Will not 
collapse here, 
but we have to act like 
humble men. Our 
administration is not 
like England’s or 
Australia’s. Until 
recently we had only 
one paid officer. Now 
we have two and a 
typist, to deal with 
everything. We want to 
expand our secretariat 
onto the marketing 
side. We want to run a 
A-team like England. 
But we do not have the 
money to finance 
it... Walcott 


a result of umpiring decisions, 
which may or may not be right, 
but are perceived by players to be 
wrong due to home-country bias. 

“So, while we do not think the 
umpiring will necessarily be any 
better for a complete change, it 
will be more acceptable to the 
players because of its obvious 
impartiality.” 

The delay in implementing a 
traveling panel of umpires is 
entirely due to finance and, here, 
the West Indies cannot help. 
Success has brought them no 
riches. Indeed, even in the past 
three years, their dilemma of 
trying to sustain a high-profile 
team and the stratas of the game 
beneath it, has been further 
complicated by the devaluation of 
several Caribbean currencies 
against the US dollar. 

Explains Walcott: “All our 
outgoings, such as expenses and 
players' fees, are based on the US 
dollar so we have suffered badly. 
We lost money on England’s tour 

The West Indian pace battery 

celebrates yet another scalp 
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WOORKERI RAMAN 


‘The Ball Never 

Seems 

To Be In 
My Court 



After making an encouraging start to 
his Test career, W.V. RAMAN, despite 
his remarkable promise of emerging as 
an all-rounder, has gradually faded into 
obscurity, being a mere passenger in 
the Indian squad, for, he thinks, no 
fault of his own, as he explains in this 
exclusive interview with Partob 
Ramchand in Madras 


S PORTSWORLD: 
You have been 
in international 
cricket for over 
three years now 
without actually 
establishing yourself in the 
national squad. Why do you 
think this has been the 
case? 

WO(.)HKKRI HAMAN I 
liiivi’n't b<’(‘n K'lvm Dip 
oppoi’tiinities to provt? 
myself H'yoii loi)k at my 
eaiver. 1 lia\e played my 
first, three Tests m tlire’e 
different st'i’it's Tlien 1 
1 had three matches ui a 
row in New iiealand.was 
net considered affam 
during the tour of 


Kngland 1 liave Ixien ni 
and out of the (earn 
generally filling m for 
an injured or indisposed 
player When you know 
the axe is always 
waiting to fall upon you 
tlieii it IS not easy to 
perform 

Still, in keeping with your 
talent and your fantastic 
record in domestic cricket, 
your international record is 
only about average, don’t 
you think so? 

Look. 1 got run.s in my 
first Test Unfortunately 
that was the last Test of 
(he senes and I liad lo 
wait for another ten 
montlis before the next 


mateli 1 failed and was 
dropped I was not 
initially chosen to tour 
the West Indies in 1989 
and only went as a 
replacement for an 
injured Srikkanth I 
jilayed only one 7'est got 
17 and 15 and was 
dropped For the tour of 
New Zealand in 1990, 
neither Srikkanth nor 
Shastri niadc it. so I was 
di'aftecMo open the 
batting I played all 
three Tos's got (wo 
fifties in five innings 
and finished third in the 
averages On the entire 
tour, my aggregate was 
next only to 


Azharuddin's. In the 
one-day games too. 1 did 
well witli one half 
century in four innings. 
In England. I did not 
play ill any of the Tests, 
but in the first class 
games J finished with 
over 550 runs at an 
average of 50. with one 
century and finished 
sixth in the final tour 
figures So. all mall. I 
can honestly say that I 
have perlbnned well in 
the limited 

opportunities I have got. 

You have never had a 
settled place in the batting 
order. How far do you feel 
this has hindered your 
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progress? 

You may not believe 
this, but in my six Tests 
involving ten innings I 
have gone in at six 
positions in the 
order- -everything from 
number one to number 
six. In my first Test J 
went in at number four 
and number three in the 
two innings. In my next 
Test I went in at number 
SIX In the West Indies, it 
was number five. And in 
New Zealand I was 
draft.ed t(j open the 
innings 

But do you prefer to open 
the innings or go in the 
middle order? 

P’rankly, I have never 
fannied my.self as an 
opening bat But then 
did I have a nhou-e? 
Things have been thrust 
upon me And. to get 
into the eleven 1 am 
prepared to go in at any 
position liasioally, 1 am 


Frankly, I have 
never fancied 
myself as an 
opening bat. But 
then, did i ever 
have o choice? 
Things hove been 
thrust upon me. 
And, to get into 
the eleven I am 
prepared to go in 
at ony position. 

in the limited 
opportunities, I 
hove got 1 hove 
not done bodly. I 
enjoy my cricket, 
shall continue to 
do my best and I 
don't think .I con 
ever get .. 
ftustroted 
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j ust trying' to got a 
game. 1 would rather 
play than sit in the 
pavilion and il'this 
moans that 1 have to 
open, then so txi it. And 
lionestly. I don't tlimk 1 
have done hiuily in that 
{Kisition Two filties in 
five innings in Now 
Zealand against Kichai'd 
Hadlee and company is a 
pretty gcxxl record even 
if 1 say so myself. 

But don't you think you . 
benefited from Bedi's pet 
theory of having a 
left-handed—right-handed 
opening pair? 

When the team was 
chosen, V.B. 
Chandrasekhar and 
Sidhu were listed as the 
team’s I'irst choices as 
opening batsmen. 1 was 
taken as a third ofiener 
In New Zealand, the 
cricket manager had 
1 his tlieory and so I was 
dr afted tooiien with 
Sidlm But then tlii.s 
tlieory was not adopted 
in England and Shastri 
and Hidhu opened the 
innings. I felt 1 was a bit 
unlucky not to play in a 
Test in England, 
particularly with Sidhu 
failing I was among the 
runs, gott iiig a. hundred 
and a number of fifties. 
But hfi e again, it was a 
case of I he (our seleetors 
picking the exporieiuied 
or established playei- 
tSidliu) instead of me 
You are a natural 
left-handed batsman and 
given the paucity of 
left-hand batsmen in Indian 
cricket don't you think you 
should have established 
yourself at least from this 
angle? 

Here again, it all 
dt'pends on the team's 
think funk If they feel 
that the team does iitnid 
a left hander then, they 
should persevere with 
me After all. I got runs 
111 three Tests m N(*w 
Zealand, but then 1 was 


not played in England. 
Tfie ball never seems to 
bo in iny eourt. It always 
seems to be in someone 
else's court. 

Have you felt a bit of 
frustration about how your 
career has been going? 

No. never. If 1 was 




H SAMM 

DURRANI 

tite making”. That is 
how a Calcutta 
newspaper headlined 
an article on 
Woorkeri 'Venkat 
Raman soon after he 
made his Test debut 
against the West 
Indies at Madras in 
January 1988. The 
comparison, for once, 
did not seem to be 
outrageous. There 
was indeed much of 
DiprranTs best 
qhaUties in Raman’s 
cricket. That same 
lasy, casual elegance 
in his Btiokeplay. The 
same flight and 
biting turn in his left 
arm spin bowling. 
Also. Raman was as 
tall and slim as 
Durrani was at his 
peak nearly 25 years 
before. And, yes, the 
similarity also 
extended to a 
negative 

quality—Raman’s 
fielding waa as 
sub-atandard as 
Durrani’s! 

A 22-year-old 
cricketer, who makes 
83 in his first Teat 
against Walsh and 
Patterson, and then 
goes onto take a 
wicket in his very 
first over, a feat 
performed by only 


failing then there might 
be frustration. But then 
in the opportunities 1 
have got 1 have not done 
badly. I enjoy niy 
cricket, shall continue to 
do my best and I don't 
think I can ever get 
frustrated. 


Have you ever thought 
about establishing yourself 
in the One-day squad? 

Here again it boils down 
to what my role should 
be. Do I open or do I go 
in the middle order. I am 
only mentioning this for 
1 have done both roles. 


THE JOURNEYiVIAN 


four other Indian 
bowlers can 
justifiably hope to be 
a permanent member 
of the Indian team for 
some time. Or, at 
least,.he should be 
allowed to play at 
least the next three or 
four Tests. In 
Raman's case he 
played only one more 
match before 
receiving the first of 
many rejections. 

A couple of months 


later he scbi^ B13 In 
a Ranji Trophy g»me. 
And everyone felt 
that this knock had ' 
h^ped him clinch a 
plpce in the team to 
t<^r the West Indies 
iii 1988, but when the 
tekm was announced, 
Raman was not in. It 
wsm incredible and 
was really hard on an 
otherwise jovial 
Raman. 

For the next few 
days, he remained 
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Or should I be taken as a 
batsman who can bowl a 
hit. But here again, even 
in one-day cricket, I 
seem to be filling in for a 
player who is injured or 
indisposed. 

Talking about bowling, 
don't you think you have 


(Aumb'foutided aa a 
boy whose stocking is 
empty on Christmas 
Eve. Then he shook 
himself off the 
stupor, took his bat, 
scored 200 not out 
against Maharashtra 
and followed it up 
with 238 against 
Bengal in the Ranji 
Trophy semi final at 
Calcutta. 

It was a knock that 
Raman regards as his 
best ever, and one 


neglected your bowling? 
After ail, you first made 
your mark in first-class 
cricket as a bowler? 

I have not neglected my 
bowling. I still practise a 
lot and love bowling. But 
what opportunities have 
1 got? I got a wicket in 



that helped htt^ put a 
famous 44-yeR^pld 
record in the shade. 
Rusi Modi wi^^OOS 
runs held the record 
for most runs in a 
single season in the 
Ranji Trophy , With a 
tally of 1018 runs 
Raman now was the 
record holder. His 
confidence restored, 
Raman flew to the 
West Indies as a , 
replacement for the 
injured Srikkanth. 

He played one Test, 
did not do very well 
and was dropped. 

Desperate to 
establish himself in 
the Indian team, 
Raman got a chance 
through cricket 
manager Bishen 
Bedi s pet theory of a 
left-handed—right- 
handed opening pair. 
Drafted to open the 
innings in New 
Zealand last 
year—against 
Richard Hadlee and 
company—Raman 
acquittedhimself 
creditably with scores 
of 96 and 72 not out. 
Playing in all three 
Tests, Raman at last 
seemed to have 
clinched a r^ular 
place In the side 
befitting a player of 
bis class, t^ent and 
skill. 

Arid yet llaman has 
not played in a Test 
. match again, 

Psrtsbftemd^ii^ 


my first over in Test 
cricket. 1 believe that is a 
rare i'eat done by only 
tlireo or four Indian 
bowlers. Then against 
Now Zealand at Bombay 
I got the wicket of 
Groatbalcii Again, at 
Auckland last year, 
Azharuddin gave mo a 
long .spell of J 9 overs 
and I gave away only 23 
runs, i admit 1 haven't 
been bowling much in 
first-class c.rickct in the 
last two years since I 
have been cojicenti ating 
on batting Hut I am 
aware of the fact that if I 
can a!.so take wickets 
that would Ijo a plus 
point tliat might lielp me 
e.stabJish myself in the 
loam as an all rounder oj 
.sorts. And that is why 1 
a'm still keen on my 
bowling 

Two things have been held 
out against you, possibly as 
reasons why you have not 
yet established yourself in 
the national squad. One is 
your casual attitude and the 
other your fielding which 
frankly, need some 
improvement. Do you 
agree? 

Ye.s, I tiavf; heard about 
my .seemingly casual 
atilt nde 1 c an only say 
that I am dead sei ious 
about the game like an V 
Ollier top level erickciler 
I may appear c.asual, but 
that possibly has a lot Icj 
do willi my strokeplay 
and my general attitude 
to batting Each 
cricketer has certain 
chiii actei'istics and I 
can t change my style. 
Again, a easiial player 
c:an never be captain and 
I tiavo led various leani.s 
()ne incjre point If I was 
ca.suaJ in my outlook 
then I would have 
t hro' n m the towel by 
now, with all the limited 
opportunities I liavo 
been getting J eertamly 
would liave. after being 
dropped for the tour to 



w.'J 


In Englond, I did 
not ploy in any of i 
Hie Tests, but Mb 
the first^ctoss 
gomes, I ftnisfiCNd 
with over 5S0 
runs ot on 
overoge of $0, 
with one century 
and finished sixth i 
in the finol tour j 
figures. So, oil in 
olf, I con honestly 
soy thot I hove 
performed welt in 
the limited 
opportunities I 
hove got... 


tlie West Jndiesin 1989 
and alter getting a 
irijjle hundred in the 
Hatiji trophy Instead,! 
•Stuck around got two 
more dou ble cent li nes 
and broke Rusi Modi's 
i-ccoi'd As regard.s my 
ficldiiif^l am tlie lir.st to 
admit that when 1 
entered international 
cricket it was not up to 
ttie requiied level. But 
since then I have taken 
.steps to improve this 
aspect of m,y game and I 
can .say that 

now I am a vastly 
nnpi ovod fielder One 
reason for ttiis possibly 
is that I take gi-eater 
care of rny fitne.s.s these 
days.#. 








ITS SUMMER 


S O It's summer time, 
eg'aiu, folks. Time 
Uiget into those 
T-sliiits and shorts 
and sliow off the 
physi(}ue that you've 
Ixion sculpting'over the 
p;ist few months. Time 
to hit the swimming 
pcxil, time foj' fiKithaJl. 
tennis and all the 
outdoor spxji'ts you've 
lieen wanting to play 
again. All ready for 
summei', are youI lore 
H few time tested tips to 
lixik’g'ooil during 
summer, when the heat 
plays havoc with the 


body. 

With g'aps in the ozone 
Uiyer, tJie sun beats 
down ferociously in 
summei'. Unpi'otected 
exposure to sunlight, 
(wo tend to be careless) 
leads to skin damage, 
causing it to sag. The 
sun IS also responsible 
fi ll' the leathery skin, 
pi'emalure wrinkles and 
oven skill cancer. 

The sun hits the earth 
at the most direct angle 
between lOa.ni and 3 
p m. Try to stick indtxirs 
during this time span, 
oi' else take extra 


precautions like 
wearingpSl^at and 
sunglaseew. If you are 
susceptilS^tosun burn, 
apply towel to the 
burnt at;ea^. and have a 
cold bath. 

Skin-4sjpwcially male 
skin) is^prone to dryness 
during ihfc summer 
months.'ISkin during 
summer tends to lose 
moisture at an alarming 
rate and tliis leads to 
deliydi'ation. After 
shaving remember to 
pul on a moistunzei- so 
that it traps the 
moisture inside. Also 


di’ink 6-8 glasses of 
water a day. Remember, 
the body’s active drive 
for thii'st is low during 
summer, so don’t wait 
till you really feel 
thirsty Reach out for 
tlie g'lasses of water with 
a rogulai' fi'equency. 

When you perspire, 
remember it's fluid that 
you 're losing. It has 
been pi'ovod that 
logging ill summer for an 
hour, makes an athlete 
lose about a pint of 
watfM' Sevoi'e water loss 
cun result in depleted 
energy, and cramps. 



















TIMEAGAIN 



THE HEALTH 


COLUMN 


Hence top up the body 
with fluids. 

Ultra violet l ays from 
the sun can cause real 
bad damag’e.to the eyes, 
resulting in eye strain 
and headaches to long 
term eye damage. Our 
eyes naturally adapt 
themselves to a certain 
amount of light. 
Anything more is 
glare and this is what 
causes the damage. The 
best way to avoid this is 
to wear good sunglasses 


that cut down the glare 
Tlio skin around tlu.- 
eyes has fewer ducts and 
therefore needs extra 
protection. Use of 
moisturizoi-s for the area 
around the eye and the 
lips is a must during 
summer time, otherwi.se 
be prcpaied to have 
premature lines and 
wrinkles arou ad the 
eyes 

Hair is the aiea that 
suffers most m summer. 
The summer sun wreaks 


liavfK oii Ihe hair and 
lcav(>sit britileand dry., 
with no Ixjiincc or fall A 
hat or a cap is thi> Ixj.st 
way to I I'estM'vc some 
bounce m the hair (inly, 
see to it that the head 
geai- IS well v<>nt dated 
and is loose fitting, so 
t.iat the pt'Tspiration has 
a chance to dry off 
Heading for the 
swimming pool. are 
you‘^ You may have licen 
waiting all these months 
to get into the pool 


However all we re telling 
you is U) take some 
prc-caution to ket'p the 
cr owning glory in 
shajx!. Chlorine put into 
the pxil, has the same 
effe(;t as sen water on Ihe 
hair. It makes it dry. 
coar.se and brittle 
Sometimes copper is put 
into the pool to prevent 
t he growth of algae, and 
I hat further complicates 
nuitter.s 

.In.sl, ri'niember to 
av'oid prolonged 
exposure to natural or 
artificial bunlighl, salt 
water or chlorinated 
water by wearing a hat, 
swimming cap fir 
whatever possible means 
of protection 

These time tested 
measures should sec you 
looking sun-sational all 
through the year So 
folks, here's to another 
summer • 





STANDPOINT 


O VER the years we 
have found that 
most sports 
disciplines have 
altered their playing 
apparel in tune with the 
chamges of tina ajid 
taste. Tennis for 
Instance, used to be 
played in long trousers 
hy the heroes of 
yesteryear . Even as late 
as in the Fifties, we find 
the awesome physique of 
Pancho Gdnsklves 
swathed in a pair of 
loose-fitting trousers. 

Ladies’fashion has 
undergone changes 
beyond one’s wildest 
dreams. Those wide 
flowing skirts of ankle 
length—graceful 
though they were—have 
been relegated to the 
museums. 

Contemporary sports, 
demand that men and 
women dress in a 
manner that would help 
them in their 
movements and not 
impede speed. 
Consequently sports like 
texmis, badminton and 
table tennis to highlight 
a few, have opted for 
shorts for men and short 
skirts for women. Not 
that there is any 
compulsion but for all 
practical purposes, top 
sporte people have foxmd 
this attire to be 
comfortable and it also 
cuts down wind 
resistance. 

The trend in the 
athletics world has g^one 
a few steps further. The 
majority among both 
sexes is settling for 
skin-fitting tights. 
Surrfy. you will agree, a 
far cry from those days 
of 'Bermuda shorts’ and 
midi-size skirts. 



One very important 
consequence of the 
change in dress has been 
the immense stride 
made towards 
improvement in 
performances as the 
record books readily 
testify. I am not for a 
moment saying that the 
greats of the past would 
be no match for the 
modem masters. Par, 
far from it. However, 
logic cannot deny that 
replacement of the long 
skirts by minis has 
raised the speed and 
mobility of ladies at 
tennis. Similarly, in 
athletics the dowdy 
dresses of the past have 
made for skimpy tights 
and consequently 
towards improved 
timings Even in 
swimming, the short 
and already tight 
apparels have become 
shorter and tighter with 
the passage of time and, 
without any semblance 
of doubt, have led to 
better timings. 

In the same vein, we 
may think aloud about 
the clothes that 
cricketers wear. 
Actually even in the 
conservative cricket 


world, the codes ol 
dressing have 
undergone vast changes 
over the centuries. 

The earliest days of 
cricket saw men in frock 
coats and tight 
skin-fitting trousers.' 
Evolutlonbrought 
billowingskirts, top 
hats and full-length 
trousers. Some wore 
long, kneedength shorts 
button^ at the knee 
with long; white 
stockings. Then, by the 
late 19th^ntury the 
loose-fitting flannels 
pervaded the scene and 
was universally popular 
till about the '70b. of this 
century. 

Players of today go in 
for tight trousers, which 
resemble track-suit 
‘lowers’ rather than the 
well tailored trousers in 
pleats of the 508 and 
608. Even shirts with 
long sleeves have made 
way for half-sleeved 
shirts and tee-shirts. 
Actually the dress of the 
modern cricketers is 
reminiscent of the 
tennis players of the 
30s. 

Changes, whatever be 
the nature, have never 
been without its 


exponents. In every . 

period of time, people 
have criticised the 
changing nature of 
dress codes. But, in 
time, they had to bow 
down to the dictates of 
the majority. Time and 
taste finally has to have 
the upperhand and old 
world has to give way to 
the new. 

Even today we have 
reservations about the 
tee-shirts and the 
seemingly track-suit 
‘lowers’ that almost all 
the modern cricket stars 
exhibit. We feel that the 
aesthetic appeal of the 
game is being harmed, 
but there is no reason to 
feel threatened. 

No reason to think 
that the bastion of 
cricket is being 
attacked. Actually 
cricket has such strong 
foundations that it can 
take the dictates of time 
in its stride as it has 
been doing over the 
centuries. 

Crickets, as 
enunciated by the laws, 
has no dress 
compulsions. But 
conventional custom 
makes certain demands. 
It is in this area where 


Take Off 

Those 
Trousers, 









By RAJU MUKHERJI 


-we the ii^sue of 

introdxiclagr ehorts in 
addition to the accepted 
trouser. 

We should of course 
allow players to use 
their di^retion as 
regard their apparel. j 
Just as soccer players 
wear either shorts or 

tight 'lowers’ dependltmr 

upon the temperature. 
Why not allow 
cricketers to choose 
shorts instead of 
trousers if they feel the 
need for it? 

For all one knows, as 
in tennis, the advent of 
the shorts may lead to a 
further improvement in 
the pace of the game. 
Frankly, I have no doubt 
that the introduction of 
shorts woxUd lead to 
greater mobility and 
consequently would 
appeal to the fielders all 
the more. And. 
moreover, those who 
swear by the aesthetac 
appeal of cricket Chould > 
be pursuaded to think 
again: if the tee-shirtS do 
not offened the eyes any 
longer, why wuiild 
shorts? 

Coming to think of it, 
even in cricket we have 
already seen the advent 
of shorter and tighter 
dreams among the 
ladies. The huge, 
billowing skirta made 
way for midis and now 
we have the micro-minis 
for greater speed and 
mobility. 

Makm you Wondw 
why the men axe not 
foUo^vLng the ladies. Is it 
just another form of 
n^crioket { 

chauvinism?#' 


Gentlemen! 
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Interesting' snippets from the world media that we noi'inally don’t get to lieai' about. 


PYJAMA BOLF 


A ustralians it 

looks like, love 
playing their games 
at night. They are 
famous for giving the 
orthodox followers of 
sport, one heart burn 
after another. One 
Kerry Packer came up 
with the idea of playing 
cricket at night, and oh. 
what a sensation he 
created. Now the latest 
in the Australian night 
scene is, hold your 
breath, golf. 

The world's first night 
golf course opened up in 
the 167-year-old 
Glenmore Country Club, 
in the west of Sydney, on 
the 12th of March. 
Thanks to Steve Defina 
and Warwick Askew. 
Defina, a former 
manager of a I'ock and 
roll band and Askew, a 
lighting engineer, 
decided to do something 
when they couldn't play 




SPORTING Wm 


I 


golf (their favourite 
game) on a pleasant 
night, under the star lit 
heavens. 

They designed a golf 
bail, that was injected 
with a chemical that 
glowed in the dark. The 
couT'se made b.v them is 
filled with light from 



ultra-violet lamps. The 
tees, greens, flags and 
caps ara all specially 
illuminiite^. Tlie golfers 
put special reflective 
adhesi wl^pe on the 
clubs, irons and shoes. 
Add to that an overall 
lighting system of 400 
watts, and you have 
virtually a kaleidoscope 
of colours. 

The entrepreneurs are 
sure that the idea will 
catch up in Ithe world 
soon. A number of local, 
players who teed off into 
the night were pretty 
impressed. Said one of 
them, “You definitely 
need a torch, but I loved 
it and so did my mates. 
We’ll be back often.” 

First we had pyjama 
cricket, and now' we 
have pyjama golf. 
What's coming up next? 


TRUST ON TED 


T he England 

wimmittee, chaired by 
Ted Dexter, was 
reappointed for a 
fxirther 12 months at the 
spring meeting of the 
Test and County Cricket 


Board (TCCB). In spite of 
some criticism, 
following defeat in 
Australia, only one 
undisclosed first-ciaas 
county voted to return to 
the previous system of 
selection. 

"There was healthy 
discussion, but no sense 
of hostility towards 
Ikjxter and Mickey 
Stewart,” Alan Smith, 
chief executive of the 
TCCB said. “Everyone 
accepted that England 
did not perform as well 
as expected, but it will be 
surprising if Graham 
Gooch is not reappointed 
England captain this 
summer.” 

Other topics which 



Ted Dexter, has been . 
reappointed for a further 
12 months 


were discussed were the 
aspect of England’s 
tour, injured players, 
poor standard of 
fielding, problems with 
the itinerary, press 
relations and the 
possible use of colour 
clothing in the Refuge 
Assurance Sunday 










Leagfuein 1992. 

However, one topic 
which was not raised for 
discussion was the 
indiscipline of the 
English players. 


BRAZIL RULED OUT 


QUB STANDARD 

facilities will prevent 
Brazil from hosting' the 
1998 World Cup Soccer 
finaJs, according to Joao 
Havelange. president of 
FIFA. 

Havelange said. “FIFA 
is only prepared to 
invest in countries with 
strong currencies and 
adequate infrastructure. 
Brazil will be ruled out 



Joao Havelange has 
ruled out Brazil as a 
possible country to host 
the 1998 World Cup 
soccer 

on both counts plus the 
possible problem of 
filling the stadia for 
unattractive fixtures." 

Eight other 
countries- -England, 
Chile. France, India, 
Morocco, Nigeria. 
Portugal and 
Switzerland-^have 
expressed their interest 
in hosting the 1998 
tournament. 


fllHE ’hooker’ in rugby 
Jl is generally the 
smallest member of the 
team. Apparently the 
person who is to play 
this role in the Russian 
team, which is to 
participate in the 12 
nation Women’s Rugby 
World Cup, is a former 
ballet dancer! 

One wonders how she 
will face up to the 
pressures from ’the 
locks from hell’. The 
people being referred to 
here are Tara Flanagan 
and Tam Breckenridge, 
the 'hookers’ for the 
United States rugby 
team. Apart firom rugby, 
these two also play 
basketball for UCLA. 
Both are more Ui^ six 
foot tall and'^th are 
body-buildei*lli.'Oh, and 
they work out at the 
same gym as Arnold 
Schwarzenegger! 


I 


H0STA6E REQUEST 


T he National Hunt 
Festival at 
Cheltenham is the 
highlight of the English 



j 



horse racing calendar. 
This yeai', there was a 
very special pei'son at 
this grand event. He was 
John Joyce, a former 
member of Saddam 
Hussein’s human shield. 
Joyce was detained in 
Bagdad after the 
invasion of Kuwait and 
feared he would miss the 
h ighlight of the racing 
year. 

Last December, as the 
world inched towards 
war; he managed to 
smuggle a letter out of 
Iraq which was 
address^ to the Course 
Manager. “1 would like 
to ask a favou rJoyce 
wrote. ‘Tm a keen 
racing man and due to 
my predicament, as a 
hostage. 1 do not know if 
I will be out in time to 
gel my ch»b badges for 
the festival.” 

Joyce in his letter 
requested the course 
manager to get in touch 
with his wife and make 
the necessary 
arrangements. The 
manager did that and 
personally welcomed 
Joyce to the course. # 
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OLDORDm 

CRUMNJZi 

J||H IMKWwave I 60 rtietruK finals on the I • _,^1,, 5. v V 

■■ of young- opening-day of the A flSW Ck'wSI^IV-. 

talent, three clay meeting-on haVfl 

hungry for Friday . *- 

success and Then-shixrk vii.-tones 
--eager to over enti-uncrliRd 


J||H IMKW wave 
of young 

hungry foi- 
success and 

-fli eager to 

take on the old guard, 
emei-ged to shake up the 
established hierarc'hy of 
the tnu:k at the World 
Indoor Athietic;s 
(Vhanipionahips. 

Ainen<;Hn Andre 
Casson and Irina 
Sergeyeva of tJie Soviet 
Union, both only 3a, set 
the pattei-n by winning 
the men s and women's 


60 metres I'lnals on the 
opening- day of the 
three-da.y meeting on 
Frida.y 

Then- .sh(x:k vii.-Ujnes 
over entrenched 
favoui-ite.s hinford 
Christie of Urif am and 
Jamaican Merlene 
Otte.v, both 30. sounded 
a warning that the old 
order may bec.-haiignig-. 

With the World 
Outdoor ChamiMoiiships 
in Tokyo less than six 
months away and the 
1992 Olympics in 
Barcelona clra w iiig 




toth 





nearer, some track 
veterans may be forced 
to scale down their 
ambitions. 

Christie received a 
second jolt in the 200 
metres when he came off 
second best to yet 
another 22-year-old, 
the powerfully built 
Bulgarian Nikolai 
Antonov 

But generally the new 
generation showed 
scant respect for their 
elders on the track. 

Algerian Nourredine 
Moroeli, only 21, but 
already inviting 
comparisons with the 
great Moroccan 
middle-distance runner 
Said Aouita, simply 
destroyed the opposition 
in the men’s 1,500 metre 
when he tore the field 
apart with his merciless 
turn of pace. 

Frenchwoman 
Marie-Pirre Duros, 23 
and without any major 
credits to her name 
previously, boldly took 
the women's 3,000 
metres from the front 
and beat a host of more 
experienced runners. 

Ludmilla Rogachova 
of the Soviet Union 
capped a bad meeting for 
the old guard by 
winning the women’s 
1,500 metres where 
defending champion 
Doina Melinte of 
Romania finished out of 
the medals. 

Kenyan Paul Ereng, 
who came from nowhere 
to win gold in the men's 
800 metres at the Seoul 
Olympics, was among 
the few to retain his 
indoor title though he 
won only after the 
disqualification of 
compatriot William 
Tanui for breaking lanes 
too early. 

At only 23, Ereng' is in 
the vanguard of the 
young generation 
anyway. 







Not that the 
established stars weie 
iticapable of fighting 
back. Ottey showed that 
when she exacted 
revenge on Sergeyeva in 
the 200 metres final, 
equalling the 22.24 
seconds world record 
she set seven days 
earlier. 

The best performance 
by a veteran came from 
32-yeai--old American 
Greg Foster, crowning a 
comeback after breaking 
.an arm twice, by 
winning the men's 60 


Switzerland’s Werner 
Guenthoerwonthe 
shot put event with a 
throw of 21.17m 

metres hurdles. 

In the field events, the 
old order looked much 
more solid with Soviet 
pole vaultei' Sergei 
Bubka clearing six 
metres once again to win 
gold. 

There were five 
outright world indoor 
records at the meeting 
with reunited Germany 
claiming brilhant wins 
in the men's and 
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the women’s 3,000 
metres walk. 

Inessa Kravets of the 
Soviet Union also broke 
the record in the 
women’s triple jxunp, an 
invitation event. 

China pulled off a 
notable coup by 
producing' their first 
gold medallist at either a 
world championship or 
Olympic athletics event 
w,hen shot putter Sui 
Xinmei heaved her way 


to victory. 

But some things never 
change and even an 
united German team 
was unable to put the 
Soviet squad in tlie 
shade. 

The Germans claimed 
six golds but the Soviets 
stayed on top of the 
medals table with 17 
places in the victory 
rostrum, including 
seven golds • 




Ben Johnson with former 
coach Loren Seagrave 
(left) during more 
optimistic times 
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Sergei Bubka: once 
again a winner in the' 
pole vault 

women’s 4X400 metres 
relays, thanks to 
magnificent anchor legs 
from Thomas 
Schoenlebe and Grit 
Breuer. 

Mikliail Schennikov of 
the Soviet Union 
recaptured the world 
record in the men's 
5,000 metres walk and 
German Beate Anders 
beat her own best time in 




PMOTOORAPHS AP'PTt 







The 

Letdown 
Of The 
Decade 


Ben Johnson 
comes a cropper 
in the indoor 
championships 


A fter the humiliating defeat of sprinter 
Ben Johnson at the World Indoor Athletics 
Championships, the comeback of the year 
could become the letdown of the decade. 
The Canadian crept out of the championships 
without a win in three races and without a medal 
in the 60 metres, an event he considered his own 
when propelled by years of steroid taking. 

Before the Seville meeting .Johnson had boldly 
announced that the 00 .metres final was one of 
three events he planned to win before retiring in 
18 months, the others being the 100 metres at the 
Tokyo World Outdoor Championships in August 
and the Olympics in Barcelona next year. 

His two-year compulsory lay—off for his posi¬ 
tive dope test at the Seoul Olympics in 1988 has 
clearly left him with a lot of ground to make up. 
"My speed is 100 per cent but my start is only 




'My speed is 100 per cent but my start is 
only 80 to 90 per cent’-Ben Johnson 




80 to 90 per cent. That’s what I’m working on,” he 
said. 

Johnson’s performances in Seville suggested 
these figures are both wrong. In- a field minus 
Lero.y Burrell of the United States, the world’s top 
sprinter, Johnson could not get the better of 
yotmg American Andre Cason, Britain’s Linford 
Christie or Chidi Imoh of Nigeria. 

If he could not beat these men over 60 metres, 
how could he expect to match Burrell or his old 
arch-rival Carl Lewis over 100 metres was the 
question on everyone’s lips. 

Johnson’s domination of men's sprinting was 
based on a rocket-like thrust out of the starting 
blocks. To achieve it he needed extraordinary 
strength and muscle power, acquired by years of 
massive steroid consumption. 

‘Tm working hard on my starts, that’s what I 
need right now,” Johnson said, though he still 
appears almost naively convinced that with luck 
he can be the ‘Big Ben’ of old. 

His form on his Seville comeback where he 
failed to break 6.60 seconds was barely competi¬ 
tive for a man who, with help from drugs, ran the 
10 fastest times ever over the distance, all of 6.50 
or under with a best of 6.41. 

Such performances reduce the glitter of a re¬ 
match with Lewis and make it largely ir^etwnt. 
Neither csui claim to be the force he was^BMSS. 

A showdown between Lewis and Jol^j^^vith 
the winner pocketing in the region of^^^piUon 
dollars, has been planned for later thM^HrT 

The sprint duel of this year will have n^^ure 
Burrell. His most outstanding rival may tdt cut 
to be 22-year-old Cason. • ^ 
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H ERE’S some tips 
on how to get the 
best out of your 
exercycle. If you 
were one of those who 
got caught up in the 
rush to fit one of them 
into your home, you 
might as well get the 
most out of it. 

Let's look at the plus 
points first. It’s basically 
quite hassle free. No 
bumpy, pot-holed road 
to contend with. No 
weather 

restrictions—hey. it 
doesn't get searingly hot 
or rain in your flat, does 
it? And best of all, no 
pure, unadulterated 
carbon monoxide to fill 
yoxir lungs. 

And on the minus 
side; boredom. Just 
sitting on the bike and 
staring at your bedroom 
wall can bore you to 
death. So much so that 
the enthusiasm with 
which you mounted the 
machine soon dulls. And 
before you know it, 
you’re letting the 
spiders weave patterns 
on the exeioycle. 

These machines are 
really good for you. 
They strengthen the 
legs. Tighten the 
buttocks. Tone the 
thighs. Strengthen 
lower back muscles. 
Improve cardiovascular 
fitness. And, best of all, 
lose weight in the 
prcx.'ess. 

For all those of you 
fitness enthusiasts who 
wince in pain every time 
you jar a knee while 
jogging or playing some 
high-impact sport, this 
is heaven-sent The 
smooth flow of the legs 
over the pedals prevents 


the knees from being hit 
by sudden impacts. The 
net result being a 
relatively low impact' 
workout which pampers 
the knees. 

As for the boredom bit, 
don’t get too puj; off. Any 
form of exercise—^apart 
from competitive 
sport—will tend to 
become a bit repetitive 
after a while. It’s up to 
you to inject it vdth a 
measure of variation 
and excitement. Play 
around with the 
settings. Make it real 
tough, and clench your 
teeth as you struggle to 


get the pedals over. 
Then, switch it to the 
lightest setting, and feel 
your heart race in tune 
with the pedals. 

You could even 
positions television set 
in front of the exercycle. 
Watch a movie, or just 
some good sporting 
action. That’ll take your 
mind off the 
monotonous pedalUng 
your feet are doing. Or 
try music. Either turn 
up the volume on the 
stereo or use your 
w.alkman if you don't 
want to disturb the rest 
of the house. 


And, if you're still not 
satisfied, use your best 
weapon. Your 
imagination. Close your 
eyes and imagine you’re 
racing down a 
sweeping, country road. 
The wind tugging at 
your hair while you 
bank into a right-hander 
only to haul the bike 
around to the other side 
for a sharp left. 

Whatever you do, just 
remember that you’re 
one of the lucky few to 
have access to a machine 
like this. So make the 
most of it. 



-Pedal 

Power 
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With fonnar boyfriend Jimmy Connors. 
Bothers now W comnsmtators 
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ometimes I wake up in the morning with knots 
in my stomach and I realize I don’t have to prove 
anything anymore. I’m not winning and I’m not 
losing—I have to tell myself that. What a luxury it is 
when it’s 11 P.M. and I know that at any other time 
in my life I’d have to go to bed. But now, if I see an 
old Katharine Hepburn movie is on till 1 A.M., it’s 
OK, I can watch it; I can get up at 9 A.M. as opposed 
to 7 A.M. Or if I want to eat a little piece of cake or 
something, it’s allright. I have the freedom to do 
whatever I want, and I’m beginning to like it. 

Yes, I’ve been very comfortable with my 
retirement, but maybe that’s because I’ve kept so 
busy. After the 1989 U.S. Open I couldn’t afford to 
have a letdown because I had to play Federation Cup 
in October. Then I hosted ’’Saturday Night Live,” 
played exhibitions with Martina Navratilova in 
November and had the whole family out to Aspen, 
Colorado, for Christmas. Something was always 
happening, so I didn't have time to get depressed or 
start reminiscing. 

What a change! All of 1989 was a struggle because 
I wasn’t enjoying tennis; I would have liked to stop 
at Wimbledon, but the U.S. Open was my first big 
tournament (I was 16) and 1 felt 1 should end my 
career there. My tank was on empty. It was the right 
time for me. 1 could have squeezed out another year 
but 1 might have finished up at No. 6 or 7 and 1 
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With husband Andy Mills: They are expecting 
their first baby in October 

wouldn’t have liked that. 

When I was 161 was No. 4 in the world. Then I 
slowly went up—3,2,1—and stayed on top for shit 
and then went back— 2, 3,4. Last year was the first 
year I realized that I didn’t have a shot at being: No. 

1.1 played a whole year knowing that Steffi Graf 
was just too tough and that Monica Seles and others 
cotild only get better. At 34, it was tough enough 
just to stay in the top four and maintain that level 
day in and day out. 

At the beginning of 19901 was travelling with my 
husband Andy Mill in Europe while he did his shows 
for World Cup Skiing. And then, before I knew it, it 
was time for me to do the French Open and 
Wimbledon on TV and then the Open. I’ve been real 
active, but I’ve manag^ed to spend more time in my 



/ was never one who liked to ask 
people for favours. If Martina has a 
tough match and NBC wants an 
interview, I feel awkward because 
she's my friend and my loyalties are 
to both my job and my friendship. I 
think the older players understand 
my position. 



homes, which was one of my goals. I didn’t want to 
be on the road the whole time. 

When its time for the major tournaments I 
still get pangs, which is normal. If I’m doing 
exhibitions and playing well, I also get pangs. I 
think a lot about the stress I had at 30,32,34, when 
I started to feel a little more strain because it’s like I 
was going against the natiiral rhythm of my life and 
body, something I didn’t feel when I was 15. I’m still, 
shaking off the residual stress I accumulated the 
last few years. And I’m still trying to relax; I was so 
Intense for so long. 
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Chrlssle down the years 1971,1976,1984,1989 


My NBC commentating, keeps me very busy. It’s 
great, though I must admit I find it difficult at times 
to talk about the rallies I’m watching. First of all, as 
a player, I trusted my instincts; 1 didn’t have to 
rationalize what I was going to do on each point. 
What makes it even tougher is that some players 
think three shots ahead, and in order to talk about 
strategfy and working a point, I have to put a lot 
more thought into it. 

The same goes for doing interviews, which has 
always been difficult for me. I was never one who 
liked asking people for favours. If Martina has a 
tough match and NBC wants an interview, I feel 
awkward because she’s my friend and my loyalties 
are to both ray job and my friendship. 1 think the 
older players understand my position. Some of the 
younger ones have more difficulty. 

I didn’t have problems working in Paris last year 
because physically and mentally, I had put the 
French Open behind me. Watching Steffi and 
Monica, I was really glad I wasn’t out there. But 
once I got to Wimbledon, I found I missed playing on 
Centre Court. I was very nostalgic at the Hnal, 
especially when I saw how the draw opened up after 


/ think I've learned a couple of 
things now, like how you treat 
people on the way up comes back 
to you when you retire. I've also 
learnt that everybody has to retire 
sooner or later — it's not a crime 
and it's not the end of the world. 



Being president of the WTA is another 
time-consuming activity; we have four board 
meetings a year and I’m a voting member, so I have 
to know everything that’s going on. It keeps me 
involved with tennis. And remember, I played about 
12 exhibitions in 1990. In the fall, Martina and I 
went to Japan for a bit. (I’m now playing with the 
Wilson Profile racket. I hated it in the beginning but 
I like it now.) And as if that’s not enough, Fve got 10 
contracts and have to make public appearances for 
each. 

Yes, it’s been busy, but I think the first year after 
any top player retires is going to be busy. Two or 
three years down the road Ill have maybe one-half 
or one-quarter of the workload. That realization has 
made my transition into retirement easier. 

I think Fve learned a couple of things now. like 
how you treat people on the way up comes back to 
you when you retire. I see how selfish and isolated 
an athlete must be to excel. When everything is 
wonderful and you’re wrinning matches and on top 
of the world, you’ve still got to treat people well. Fve 
also learned that everybody has to retire sooner or 
later—^it’s not a crime and it’s not the end of the 
world. 

I think it’s too soon for people to treat me 
differently; I’m sure that will change two or three 
years firom now. Believe it or not. though, some 


Steffi lost to Garrison. The pangs were short people still think Fm playing on the to;^. When I 

lived, though, once I-started thinking rationally went to New York last August, the bellman at the 

again. hotel wished me luck at the Open.# 





Chitin-D NHB 1990 


At the 

National Housing Bank, 
we have a missicm to 
acxx)mplisli. 

To help make eveiy 
Indian’s onc'e-in a lifetime 
dream come true. 

A dream of a house 
of (xie’s own. 


Making shelter possible cmi 
this scale Is a daunting 
challenge. 

But fcx NHB’s band of 
dedicated professionals — 
drawn from various 

disciplines—it is the life-foR'e_. i i 

of their mission. most privileged ber 

A dedicated commitment ^ 



ome of our 


An inspiring dialler^ 

NHB was thus bom of a 
cx)mmitment to the housing 
needs of an entire natitxi. 
Two years ago. 

As a wholly-owned 
subsidiary of the Reserve 
Bank of India. 

An apex institution to 
promae, strengthen and 
support the country’s housing 
finance .system. 

Working towards the goal 
of “Shelter For All”. With the 
motto “Small Man First”. 

Tile task before us is truly 
.stupendous. 

What with a colossal 
shortage of housing. Scarce 
buildable land. Est^ting 
constmetion cx>sts. Aid 
housing beaiming 
increasingly unaffordable fcM" 
a laige segment of our 
population. 


NHB’s flagship programme 
— the unique Home Loan 
Account Scheme — is a 
reflection of that commitment. 

A scheme that makes 
owning a house a possibility 
for every Indiaa 

But NI-IB Is also promoting 
the cause of housing in other 
ways. 

By refinancing loaas to 
individuals through banks, 
housing financ'e companies 
and ctxjperative institutioas. 

Facilitating project loans for 
land development to public 
^encies, professional 
develcpers and ccxtperatives. 

Sufporting rental housing 
projects. 

Assisting building material 
industries. 

In fact, NHB has already 
di^ursed over Rs. 320 
CTores. To help provide 
shelter to over one lakh 
thirty thousand families. 

Our sights are set even 
higher in the years to come. 

On the long journey ahead 
that we are determine 
to complete. 


Housing for millions.We’re making it happen. 

I_ 



ficiaries have only a dream in their pockets. 






.T. 


NATIONAL 
HOUSING BANK 


(Wholly owned by the Reserve Bank of India) 

Hindustan Times House. 6tti Floor. 18-20 Kasturba Gandty Marg. New Deh 110 001 
Bombay lie Building. 3rd Fkxx. 45 Veer Nariman Road. Fort. Bontey 400 023 
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Once India’s 


great hope, 


Zeeshan Ali 


is not running 


out of time, 


but answers 


in Calcutta, a young 
man walks the 
tightrope between 
winners and losers, 
searching hard for 
that balance of talent, 
the nerve, the 
strength, to take him 
across 
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T hrough time, through change, sport has retained one 
significant characteristic: it is cruel. 

It is not a business of forg^iveness and compassion. It does 
not appreciate pain and despair. It embraces winners with a 
smile, a million dollar contract and a promise for fame. It 
shuns losers with a cold, distanced stare and a silence. It is 
often not about people, but numbers—in tennis, rankings and money. If it 
gives too freely, it takes away too abruptly. And there is only one 
password into the realm of success —talent. Talent is both innate and 
acquired and does not merely encompass playing skills. Indeed, it is an 
amalgam of motivation, fitness, athleticism, racket skills, desire, 
a^g^ression and fearlessness. Very rarely is a player successful without 
these requirements. 

And so, in Calcutta, a young man walks this tightrope between winners 
and losers, searching hard for that balance of talent, the nerve, the 
strength, to take him across. Zeeshan Ali, once No. 126 in the world and 
now No. 550 may not be running out of time, but answers. 

Only 21, it is too early, too premature, to hastily consign Zeeshan into 
the past. “I don’t think it’s too late”, he asserts, “I’m not going to be a 
journeyman. I mean I see guys at 3? losing in the first round of a satellite 
touimament and that’s no life”. 

Yet, at 21, each successive year makes it increasingly difficult for 
Zeeshan to start afresh and carve out some reputation for himself on the 
international circuit. 

“I’m disappointed m myself’, he says with disarming honesty, “in the 


ZEESHAN iS IN OANBER OFBECOMINe INE 
‘AUHOSTIHERE' MAN, ON fflE FRlNIiE OE 
BREAKING THROUGH, UNSURE OF WHAT HE 
IS LACKING. TO DO IT 


sense that I have not achieved the goals I set” 

Why? 

He thinks ruefully, trying to match words to his thoughts and says, “I 
guess it comes down to confidouoe”. 

It is not difficult to find a compassion for him, for the last 12 months 
have been a waking nightmare. His ranking plumetted, his back (“my first 
major injury”) gave way necessitating months ofanactivity; his main 
contract with sponsoi' JMcleod Russel is expiring (he deserves another); 
and with the emergence of Leander Paes (it is good for mej his status as 
India’s rising hope has begun to gather rust. 

“It bothered me mentally”, he explained about the injury, “because 1 was 
thinking what the hell. I’ve practiced so hard’. But then 1 thought of guys 
like Pat Cash, who’ve had so many injuiies, and said, okay things arent 
that bad. Okay, I’m nothing compared to him but still.. 

Yet, beyond the injury, India’s four-time national cham}>ion, and 
strokemaker of impressive fluidity, knows that his on-court performances 
have been rarely heartening. He says he looks at the Top 100 ranking list 
and sees names that he has beaten, yet he knows not why he is not there 
himself. He is in danger of becoming the ‘almost there’ man, on the fringe 
of breaking through, yet confused, unsure of what ne is lacking, to do it. 
Although he had a wonderful win over Slobodan Zivojinovic on grass at 
Beckenham, Zeeshan’s 1990 is best reflected by his experiences in the 
Grand Prix qualifying rounds. In six such tournaments, he lost in the 
final qualifying round of five. Significantly, usually in the third set 
tie-break. And this to players such as Todd Woodbridge and Nicholas 
Periera, no mean talents. 


Zeeshan, the 1991 
model, subdued, 
unsure 












Iff 


Zeeshan, the 1987 
model, exuberant, 
exhultant 


Yet, if there is a solace in havin)^ got so close, there is the niggling 
question of why he did not get through. There is no such thing as losing 
with honour—losing can never be qualified. 

“Perhaps I had lost the aggression”, admits Zeeshan, “because a year 
back I would have never lost a tie-breaker. Then after losing third set 
tie-breakers in a few Grands Prix, when the situation arose again, I would 
think maybe I’m going to lose it again. Maybe 1 lacked the confidence to 
pull it through". 

One answer is, of course, not to get into such a situation in the first 
place, the second is, if you do, you need the edge, that winning attitude, to 
get you through. Zeeshan has often been accused of lacking this, and 
again despite his candidness, his confusion is evident. 

‘T’ve always been mentally tough. But maybe I didn’t have that extra 
thing at 6-6 in the third set. But maybe it was tactics. Yes, I think it was 
tactics, you know playing the wrong shot at the wrong time”. 

Maybe you’re timid? 

“No, I’m not timid, no way". 

In his strokeplay too, Zeeshan has become inhibited and it was fellow 
player S. Vasudevan who mentioned, "He had so many shots when he was 
young, now he doesn't use them", 

Zeeshan agret^s; “Vasu is right. In India I was winning by just pushing 
the ball, taking no chances, so I thought I could do it all the time and get 
away with it. Recently I saw video tapes of my earlier matches and then of 
my recent matches and there is a difference .. .I'm not doing enough with 
the ball". 


IF HI IS TO BE UP THERE IH THE TOP 100 
UST WHERE HE THIHKS HE BELOHOS, HE 
MUST FINO WITHIH HIM A HEW RAGE. TO 

WIH 


Having identified some areas of weakness, Zeeshan as.serts that he has 
made a renewed committment to himself and his game. “1 can’t let the past 
stop me... it’s over. I’m thinking differently now. to the future. T’ve made 
up my mind, I've given myself a period to achieve certain goals (both of 
which he will not specify). And when I set a goal I always go through with 
it”. 

What then is he going to do? 

"I’m going to work very hard, I’m going to kill myself in practice 
(earlier he mentioned that ‘perliaps I took things things easy when I was 
No. 126.’) I’m going to give it 100% and if I do that and I know my game 
is good enough how will he (his opponent) beat me?” 

If these are committments that Z^shan has made before, it does not 
matter, for in the end he is answerable only to himself. His, is the face in 
the mirror every morniiig 

Yet. despite his impressive intentions, there is the fear that Zeeshan has 
missed something when he adds, “I’m not going to think I should not lose. 
If I lose I will go back and try harder”. 

Of course he will lose some, but pei'haps what Zeeshan requires is the 
belief that he should not. That he can’t. 

However much he expands his stroke repertcnre, however diligently he 
practices, there will be others who do the same. Often, the man who wins is 
the one with the greater desire. 

Zeeshan Ali has the elegance, the shots, the courtcraft, but if he is to be 
up there in that Top lOO list where he thinks he belongs, he must find 
within him a new rage. To win. It is a question to which only he can 
provide an answer. 

RohH Brijnath 







Step forward Into zenkutsu* 
dachi and deliver a four-finger 
atrlke with the right hand 





Swing the left 
leg behind you and 
turn 270°, p^orming 
a mawaahi-ukl 
aa you go into a toft 
kokutau-dachl (inset) 


KARATE 


I THE POWER OF THE EMPTY 
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C ONTINUING With 
the kata, move into 
zenku tsu-dachi 
and deliver a lower 
you-nukite cfour-fmger 
strike) with the right 



hand, the left hand - 
supporting it from 
underneath. Now swing 
the left leg out behind 
you and turn 270° so 
that you’re facing right 
again. As you complete 
the turn, go into left 
kokutsu-dachi and 
perform a mawashi-uki 
with the left hand. 
Follow this by moving 
your right leg forward 
and facing 45° to your 
right and your right 
hand performs a 
mawashi~vki. 

By Shlv«{l Ganguly 

Kyoku&hinKBikan karate 
PHOTOGRAPHS RAMANGHALIA 


I Step forward to a 45° 

angle on your right and 
perform a right mawashi-uki 














T HERE’S an old saying: 

—among the blind, an 
one-eyed is king. Quite 
an apt description of the 
way the Santosh Trophy 
is behaving these days. 

In a sea of mediocrity, the slightly 
better equipped Maharashtra 
team became the ‘champions of the 
country’. And mediocrity was no 
better exposed as in the team that 
finished runners-up. It was as if 
the referee had said 'Let Kerala be 
in the final' and Kerala were. That 
was the amount of honesty the 
gentlemen in black had shown. 
Not that Kerala are the 
greenhorns in the football 
scenario, but the national 
runners-up tag should have been 
attached to a team that deserved 


SANTOSH TROPHY 
FOOTBALL 


MAHARASHTRA’S TRIUMPH 
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Md Quadeer foils a Swapan Pal 
attempt In the semis. Bengal lost to 
Maharashtra 
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The jubilant Maharashtra team writh 
the Santosh Trophy . 

it. Kerala reached the final, but 
they hardly deserved it. Bengfal, 
the ‘ffiants’ of Indian football, 
suffered constipated progress and 
somehow managed to make the 
semi-final grade whei*e they were 
dispatched by Maharashtra. 
Overall, the last of the great 
under-23 national meet 
experiments, can be best 
forgotten. Indian football has not 
benfited by it. If any, the fate of 
the sport has only gone worse. 

Landlexiked Palakkad is 
Kerala’s hottest zone and 
therefore the Nationals should not 
have been held there at all. And if 
the All India Football Federation 
ca. ’ed two brass farthings as to the 
well-being of its players, it rightly 
deserved the mediocre fare that 
was dished out in Palakkad 
(formerly Palghat). The 
authorities did not bother to 
provide the players with any 
respite. The championship was 
scheduled at a place where the 
voltage in the evenings was so 


low, one couldn't even switch on 
neon lamps, forget the high power 
halogen lamps that would have 
had been required for night 
matches. 

And, add to that the chaos that 
was created with the federation 
restricting the meet to players 
under 23. The hosts complained 
against almost all the teams in the 
fray. The others complained 
against each other. And this is 
what one had to say: “If 
everything were proved and 
everybody suspended, there 
would be no need of the 
tournament. The vidnners of the 
trophy would be deciided off the 
field. Who needs the crowd, who 
needs all the setup*^ And who 
needs the football?” 

The final was a strange affair. 
Kerala, with their outdated mode 
of attack, which, was attractive to 
the eye, though, hoped to take on 
a team that wanted to fight the 
second half on the energy of the 
bests’ first half enterprise. The 
Kerala boys ran and ran. The 
Mahara8htra1x>ys simply cut 







The Unholy Alliance 


M bG.SUVARNA, 
the referee 
from Maharashtra, 
has become famous for 
his giving a clean chit 
to a Mohun 
Bagran-Mohammedan 
Sporting Airlines Gold 
Gup match in Calcutta 
(to oust PSCB) when all 
concerned, including 
the players and certain 
officials of the two 
clubs had conceded 
that they had “fixed” 
the match for thmr 
benefit. The Indian 
Football Association 
decided not to allow 
Suvartia to officiate 
any match in Calcutta. 

But what made the 
organisers select 
Suvarna for this 
crucial match? The 
official reason is that 
he was the only Fifa 
badge-holding referee 
in the meet. There are 


two strange things 
about this. First, how 
can the national 
championship he held 
with only one 
Fifarbadge referee on 
the panel? And 
secondly, how can a 
referee, who can 
almost never keep 
within the regiUsite 
15-20 yards of the ball, 
manage to keep the 
Fifa badge'and pass 
the compulsory C!ooper 
Test prior to the meet? 
If one considers the 
way Suvarna went 
about his work on the 
field—panting his way 
up to the spot of action 
to find that the ball had 
by then already shifted 
to the other side of the 
ground—it was 
surprising that the 
organisers even 
allowed him anywhere 
near the field. 


TTiie unofficial (and 
nev^ spoken of) 
reason, was however, 
sooh very clear. The 
Benpral players had 
been playing well and 
in the eighth minute a 
Samar Maziunder 
free-kick from near the 
edge of the box went 
high to near the 
dead-ball line to the 
left. Kuljit controlled 
well to put life back 
into the ball at the 
goalmouth and Banjit 
Saha finished the job 
with elan. Kerala 
struck back, as 
expected, and tackles 
were getting tougher, 
not exactly rougher. 
But Kuljit failed to 
control himself and 
got himself booked on 
flimsy grounds. The 
Suvarna era had 
started. Off one of the 
several attacks that 


Kerala mounted after 
the goal, a P.S. 
Asheem initiative 
moved into the Bengal 
box. Samar, Shjit 
Dutta and Rehmatulah 
Khan duly tackled the 
attacker, all above 
board affairs. Not only 
was the tackle from the 
front, the ball (and not 
the leg) was aimed at. 
and Asheem even 
managed to clear the 
hurdle before 
tripping on a diving 
goalkeeper Sudipto 
Chakratorty and 
falling. 

Mr Suvarna, as 
usual, was way back, 
laboriously making 
his way up to the 
frontline. He arrived at 
the scene, and it took 
him several seconds to 
take in the scene. He 
pointed to the spot. 

Had it been a clear case 
of a foul in the box, Mr 
Suvarna should not 
have hesitated a 
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Mohd. SC’s 
before the 


Vijaykumar (right) and Bagan’f Sishir Ghosh shake hands 
imfamous Airifnes tie which was supervised by Suvarna 


second to order a 
penalty shot. And 
when he was nowhere 
near the scene of 
action it is difhoult 
assuming that he 


clearly saw what 
transpired. 

I.M. Vijayan 
converted the penalty. 
Kerala put through 
two more to make the 


issue safe. But before 
that, Kuljit again lost 
his temper and let out 
a string of abuses. The 
red card was only 
waiting fear him. 


Bengal were down to 
tm men before the 
second half hdd 
started. 

When thia . 
correspondent asked 
Suvarna after the 
matcdi as to what made 
him order ths penalty» 
the refereeln police 
escort, said: "There 
was a tripping in the 
box.” “Who tripped 
whori don't know." 
You would at least 
know the chest 
numbers of the pla 3 mrs 
involved? “Iton’t know 
who.” That makes one 
feel Suvarna had 
actually assumed that 
there had been an 
intentional tripping in 
the box. 

The Goans, in the 
other group, went 
from strength to 
strength, finishing 
second with six points 
from four matches, 
only because they 
wanted to. 

Su^Bhar 


them down in their defence zone 
Sometimes, the attention wavered, 
and Maharashtra too mounted 
offensives. Shanta Kumar struck 
early in the second half and that 
was that. The winners of the 
trophy had been decided How 
much football was played will 
never be asked. 

Ten teams, divided into two 
groups, went to war. Group A 
comprised Goa, Maharashtra., 
Assam, Punjab and Karnataka. 
Group B had Kerala, Bengal, 
Andhra Pradesh, Madhya 
Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh In the 
first match, expectedly, MP 
accounted for UP 3-0. But the 
team Punjab fielded in the next 
match versus Karnataka, 
surprised all. The under-23 
pre-requisite had left at home all 
the stars. And Kuljit Singh was 

Technical director Joaef Gelel 
patiently heare Goa coach Peter 
Valaa whHa Mario Soarea and 
Bruno Couttnho look on 


playing for Bengal, and Inder 
Singh’s son Ilarjinder was yet to 
grow up. Karnataka beat them 3-1 
and Punjab were from then, 
destined to be among the also 
rails. That is what happens when 
a national championship is 
straitjacketed. 

Then Bengal came into the 
scene In their first match, versus 
a lowly UP, a gxialless draw 
ensued. It was a shame for a state 
which has emerged triumphant 
on more occ.asione in the i iational 
aneet (23 times) than all the other 
States of the countrj' put together. 

Karnataka chalked out their 
second win in as many matches 
the clay after when they accounted 
for Assam 1 -O. Assam coach Md 
Latif said: “The state is in 
disorder. It is difficult to get good 
players to come and play. With 
trouble everywhere, no incentive 
seems to be big enough. I have to 
make do with whatever I get." 

In Madhya Pradesh, there is a 


fine mixture of players who have, 
at one time or othei-, played in 
first or second, or even third 
division clubs in Calcutta. Limited 
success at those clubs have forced 
them out of the state, and lo! They 
not only manage a place in the MP 
state team, but also give off 
performances that put the Bengal 
stai a in disarray. Waking up from 
their drowsy start, Bengal 
somehow managed a one-goal win 
over MP. 

Assam got the better of Punjab 
2-1 before the ultimate 
champions, Maharashtra, came 
onto the sc^ne and managed a 
low-key 1-1 draw with Karnataka. 
Then came reigning champions 
Goa. Assam were despatched 
with a 4-0 defeat, their star striker 
Bruno Coutinho scoring a 
hattrick, the first and only of the 
meet. 

It was MP again, who came up 
against Kerala in the hosts’ first 
match. And the hosts were held 
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Kerala's second goal against Goa 
in the semifinai 

goalless The tournamenl. had 
started to show the mediocrity 
that had tissembled. The crowds 
did not like what they saw in their 
local heroes They dof-'ided to stay 
out. The oi'ifanisers were in a fix 
Then BeuKal beat Andhra Pradesh 
1 -O and Kerala bejil UP 4-0 to 
brinfc biu'k some of the spectators 
who had loft. 

Then, slowly started those 
off-turf calculations which more 
often than not decide how the ball 
should move on the tm f Kerala 
were meetiupr Bengal to decide the 
ci’ucial issue of who could go into 
the semi-finals fi-om group B. 
“This will be the final,” said one 
member of the organising 
committee. And the hosts were 
prepared for it. They selected M. 

G. Suvarna of Maharashtra as 
referee for the Kerala-Bengal 
match. And obviously Bengal lost 
and Kei ala finished on top of their 
group (see Ixix). 

The Goans, in the other group, 
went from strength to strength, 
finishing second with six points 
from four matches, only because 
they wanted to. The Maharashtra 


victory over Goa. which put 
Maharashtra on top of the group 
with seven points, was somehow 
expected. Not only did they throw 
out Karnataka, on five points, but 
also let Goa meet Kerala in the 
semi-finals. Bengal wore the 
stronger adversaries, the Goans 
felt They also earned themselves 
a day’s rest in the process, having 
to play only in the second 
semi-final. 

Bengal entered the semi-final 
too, as AP almost gave away their 
match to Kerala. Somewliere, 
there was this feeling that the 
wheeling dealing had been gone 
through. ‘Fixed’ matches have 
become strategy. and neither the 
organisers, nor the federation 
officials seem to take notice. 

Shaiita Kumar of Maharashtra 
accounted for Bengal, the lucky 
aemi-finalists. Coach Subhas 
Bhowmick believed his boys lost 
out on morale. However, 

Mahai ashtra coach Derrick D ’ 
Souza’s strategy of playing the 
4-4-2 system to advantage, paid 
off. Maharashtra’s was the 
thickest defence line in the meet. 
And the Goans put themselves 
out. They start^ off with their 


rescTve goalkeeper and a couple of 
non-iegular defenders, and by the 
time their regular goalkeepiir 
could wai-m up and come in. their 
reserve had conc-eded three goals. 

'^I’ho match was interesting in 
that there were seven goals scored 
in the first half itself. It says 
reams about the great forwai-d 
line that the Goans have, with 
Bruno Coutinlio the spearhead. In 
the second half, hoy^ever. Goa 
failed to produce their first half 
form and lost their crown. 

'I’he Maharashtra-Kerala final 
went the way it should have. 
Kerala have a rather primitive 
way of inciting attacks. They were 
easily contained by the thick 
Maharashtra defence. And the 
weak Kerala defence showed up 
clear as Shaiita Kumar struck 
home the winner. 

It was Maharashtra’s third win. 
They first won in 1953. as 
Bombay, then as Maharashtra in 
1963. Both times in Madras. In 
1953 Derrick D’Souza's brother, 
Neville, had scored the winner, in 
’63 it was Derrick. This time as 
coach. Quite a family affair. 

SujHBhar.PafaldiMl 
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AIRLINES GOLD CUP FOOTBALL 


PK’S PARTING 


GIFT TO BAGAN 


I T was PK Banerjee's 
parting'gift. A 
“Valuable" gift 
coming in the last 
days of the 1990-91 
season which Saved 
Mohun Bagun falling 
from grace, especially at 
a time when the club’s 
image took a big jolt due 
to intei'nal rumblings. 
But in the midst of an 
apparent euphoria there 
was the nagging feeli ng 
that It was a case of 
m i ni rnum ach ieveraents 
(two titles) for an 
enormous price (several 
lakhs of rupees to the 
players). 

Yet this relieving 
triumph in the absence 
of triple crown winners 
and reigning champions 
East Bengal was no 


great shakes. But then 
for academic inlei est it 
was Baggn’s only 
knockout tournament 
victory this season. But 
let the recoi'ds show that 
Bagan provided a 2-0 
win over Tata Football 
Academy in the final at 
the East Bengal ground. 
This was the first time in 
six editions that the 
final was not a 
all-Calcutta affair. 

Again had PK's team 
lost to the TFA 
boys—who had actually 
shown glimpses of being 
able to win the final, 
especially ih the first 
session—the Bagan 
technical director would 
haye ba.de gotxibye to the 
Calcutta maidan with a 
bitter memory PKhas 


put aside local coaching 
for a more 
ambitious—and 
hicyativo programme 
awaiting him at 
Jamshedpur, courlesy 
Tatas. Hu will soon 
become the new TFA 
technical director alter 
relinquishing his job in 
the Railways. 

PK had always shown 
the desire to train 
talented boys. And a 
person like him will only 
be too glad to gi-ooni the 
junior prodigies; 
especially at a time when 
the so-called stars of 
Calcutta have become 
indifferent, inconsistent 
a nd suffer from the lack 
of true grit...and 
motivation. Yes it is a 
good decision PK has 


taken after two decades 
of coaching at the club 
and national level. It is 
with a certain amount of 
pride that he bids 
farewell to Calcutta 
soccer. 

Bagan. it would have 
been noticed last season, 
had done atrociously in 
all-India tournaments 
whenever PK was 
absent: be it in the 
Dui'and or the 
Federation Cup. Not that 
PK can claim Bagan 
performed farely well in 
the Airlines Cup 
although the club won 
it His players knew 
only too well that this 
four-team competition 
played in the round 
robin league ivould 
automatically qualify 









for the semis. The idea of 
having four teams 
playing; a league and all 
four going through to 
the semis was not only a 
waste of time but also 
was not conducive to 
producing good soccer. 

For all its sleek< 
organisation the 
Airlines Cup which is 
already on the down 
swing failed to attract 
public response: one 
doubts if 11,000 tuimed 
up for the matches in as 
many days. It was all too 
obvious that the more 
distinguished East 
Bengal’s absence robbed 
whatever little chaim 
remained of the meet. 
And the sultry weather 
fluctuating between 
36-08 d«;grecs Celsius 
was anothei- lactoi- for 
the tournament lieing 
almost a no-show. 









M D. Habib’s TFA boys 
came to Calcutta to \ 
gain experience. They 
displayed good moves, 
passes, tackles, 
penetration but their 
finish was poor 
al though in the league 
match versus Border 
Security Force they 
scored twice. In a match 
in which BSF’s 
Jagmohan Singh should 
have been given 
marching orders for 
dangerously booting 
Gautam Ghosh whose 
speed and body feint is 
superb The Tata lads 
went down 3-3 Besides 
Ghosh. Swapan Dey, 

Ahmed. AlokeDas, 

Kabui, Chundan Dey 
and Litto (who had to be 
hospitalised due to a 
ajneussion sustained in 
the match against 


ir. 


^ m 
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Mohanunedan Spbertiug),. 
S(« great potential. They 
had finished runners-up 
in the Nizan Gold Cup at 
Hyderabad. A team 
never to be 

underestimated. In the 
last IFA Shield match, ^ 
against East Bengal, 
they taught us how 
effective it is to be 
groomed under modern 
techniques. 

Though TFA lost all 
their league' matches in 
the Airl ines Cup, the 
boys didn’t show.any 
signs of sagging 
confidence. They are 
fighters, as was evident 
in their semi-final match 


TFA defender Aloke Das 
who won the best player 
of the meet, gets the 
better of Mohd. SCs 
Christopher Kem 







whiph they 
won by a lone goal. It 
was oiily t^-iJrinly 
^ oondltionb in the final 
that the Tata boys foufid 
unbearable. 

The more mature 
,fiagan played 
themselves into the filial 
only in the latter half. 
Out-of-form and 
perhaps in his twilight 
days as a striker Sishir 
Ghosh, without any 
effort headed in the 
winner, thanks to some 
inspired wing play by 
substitute Sudip 
Chakraborty. who also 
did the spadework for 
veteran Subrata 
Bhattacharya to add 
another goal. TFA went 
back with The Teleg'mph 
trophy not in the least 
bit disheartened, 

If Bagan brokea 
drought then it hasn’t 
been a good year at all 
for Moliaminedan SC. 
niey participated in this 
touriiament merely to. 
earn some money to 
meet arrears and 
hopefully to try and win 
at least one trophy. But 
all their efforts came to 
nought. They scored two 
goals in the tournament, 
both by Nigerians 
Christopher Kem and 
Chibuzor. Their only 
consolation was that 
they beat the ultimate 
winners in the league 
but lust to Bagan in the 
semis. This is ail they 
had to tell the 
members.. .and the 
showcase still remains 
empty. 

The fourth team in the 
meet, BSP journeyed 
back home with one 
consolation: Oarbara 
Singh was lop scorer 
with three goals. But 
what consolation the 
organisers derived from 
this medicore 
tournament, is hard to 
tell! 

Subhashiarcar 
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Worm Enterprise Yachting Regatta: Indian pair heats the 


witidwat^ and gyfee 


AME Luck was 
very much on 
the side of the 
Indian Navy 
duoof Lt. 
Karokli 
and his crew 
Lt. Kelly Rao, when they 
t(x)k on tlic might of 
Brittaiiia's fancied 
sailors to emei’ge 
triumphant with the tag 
World Champions by 
topping the 51-strong 


fleet in the Modi Xerox 
Woi’ld Enterprise 
Yachting Regatta, 
recently held off the 
Bombay harbour. 

That the ultimate 
margin of victory was 
no more than 0.25 
points is as much an 
indication of the 
closeness of the contest, 
especially between the 
Indian combine and the 
British runners-up 
Richard Estaugh and 
Andy Service, as the 
part played by Lady 
Luck in the final 
analysis. 

58 ' 


Just visualise this 
scenario on the fifth day 
of the six-day. six-rame 
series. Tarapore and 
Rao, after having two 
firsts and a second 
position in the first 
three races. Wei’s trying 
hard to overcome the 
disappointment of 
coming 15th in the 
fourth race, despite the 
prospect of another 
'team racing' tactic as 


Indian World Enterprise 
champions, Lt. Farokh 
Tarapore and his crew Lt. 
Kelly Rao, flanked by 
family members. Mrs. 
tarapore, left and 
Rao'a father, right 


was employed by the 
British in the previous 
i-ace 

At the completion of 
the first triangle (each 
race was fought over 
three triangles, formed 
by the leeward. 


marks, with an upwind 
leg finish to the 
windward mark called 
the beat—in short a 
ten-lap affair) the 
Indians were trailing 
eighth, two places 
behind their closest 
rivals^Estaugh and 
Service with the 
Pakistanis, Lt, Mamoon 
Sadiq and Lt. Javed 
Rasool. at the helm of 


the bunch. 

The order was the 
same at the conclusion 
of the second triaiig’le 
except that Estaugh and 
Service had moved into 
the third position. 
Tarapore and Rao were 
unable to improve their 
final finishing position 
by more than one pla< e. 
At the same time they 
watched helplessly as 
Estaugh and Service 
moved past 

fellow-Britons Vincent 
Horey and Peter Rowley 
to clicth the second 
position and surged 


I ahead '^li^lndians in 
the oWall standlngB. 

At the end of the race, 
in which the Indians 
employed the unusual 
.prQQedvme pf using the 
jib-stick (which is the 
rod joining the smaller 
of the two sails to the 
mast) on the leeward 
side, the Indian pair 
faced a protest from two 
British pairs—which did 
not include Estaugh and 
Service-- and lodged a 
counter-protest for 
‘intimidation’ against 
the British for verbally 
telling the Indians to 
stop the ‘illegal’ usage of 
the jib-stick 

The situation changed 
dramatically for the 
Indians who moved up 
to the fifth place in the 
race, which put them 
2 V4 penalty points ahead 
of the leading British 
pair of Estaugh-Service. 

The Indians promptly 
dropped their protest 
which was reciprocated 
by the British pairs. 

If this was not luck 
then what followed for 
the Indians on the final 
day, could not be termed 
anything else. For the 
third day ruixning a 
Pakistani pair, this time 
Beijing Asiad gold 
medallist Munir Sadiq 
and crew Iftikhar Yosuf, 
was leading the way 
with Estaugh and 
Service close on the 
Pakistanis heels. 

Tarapore and Rao. 
who were hopelessly ' 
trailing at 1 2th place in 
light wind conditions of 
7 to 10 knots, made a ■ 
determined effort and ;' 

passed quite a few boats ' 
on t he second leg to the 
gybe mark to be seventy . < 
when fortune smiled cm ' 
them. 

The British duo of .. 

Mark Lunn and Paul 
Aldred, which was just 
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Zimbabwe's att>«iN>tn«fi 
team of Louiss 
Fernandes andorew 
Cathrin Brebner (in the 
forefront) with their boat. 

ahead of the Indians, 
was unable to oontroi its 
boat in strong tides and 
consequently touched 
the mark while trying to 
round it and incurred 
the penalty for doing 
so—a 720 degree turn 
on own axis—to fall 
behind. 

Tarapore and Rao, 
who were sixth then, 
continued to maintain 
their position till 
another similar offence 
committed at the same 
mark during the second 
triangle by Vincent 
Horey and Peter Rowley 
(Britain) enabled them to 
inch forward to the fifth 
position just behind 
compatriots Jimmy 
Unwalla and Zarir 
Karanjia. 

Thelndian-s, sensing 
the god-sent 
opportunity, 
outstripped the 
Unwalla-Karanjia pair 
soon afterwards before 
finishing fourth behind 
Munir S^iq-Iftikhar 
■Yosuf, Estaugh-Service 
and Keith Wilson-John 
Horey. 

It was no wonder 
when the 30-year-old 
Tarapore, a medallist at 
the last three Asian 
Games including a gold 
in the 1982 Games 
hosted by India, said 
after his triumph, 'This 
is not the first time 1 
have won a regatta due 
to luck. You need it to 
win any regatta as it 
definitely plays a major 
role”. 

Scii«m«'BeniiMy 

MAHARAJA fEATCHES 



I Pride Of Haiyana 

i- 

H aving iPsided in 

Cliancli^jir h for almost two 
decadijs. I'm proud of Kapil 
1 Vv (born and brought up 
. in (Miandigarh)the Haryana 
I r.-aplam. for having offorod to 
• withdraw hi.s team fr om the Ranji 
I tournament This will enahlt* the 
I teams from Delhi and Punjab to 
• play in the knockout rounds for 
the North Zone. A few years ago. 

! against Sri Lanka in Cuttack. 

I Kapil Dev offered his ‘Man Of the 
I Match'award to Dilip 
i Vengsarkar, who felt that he 
I deserved t he award What a 
! sportsman' He surely deserves the 
Padina Bhusan that was i ecently 

I ‘ 

1 conferred on him 
i ARVIND G BilAGWAT. 

I Rombiiy. 




T HK issue dated (>-12 March. ‘01 
had some really interesting 
! features Patrick Kagar'a 
I photograplis in the issue, 

1 spec ially t he one of G reg 
i Matthews, was real gcHid It 
j requires the genius of a master 
I photographei' like Patrick Kagar 
j to capture I hat l are moment of 
1 photographic excellence The 
i artu'U' Mr Indisputable’ on Jckui 
j 1 lavelange was also good reading. 
! The way. the 75-year-old 
i disciplinarian wields authority in 
I t he .soei cir world is commendable, 
j And to top it all we had the well 
written article on P T. Usha. This 
! gix;s without saying that we do 
I miss her at the tracks Keep up 
j tht‘gocjcl woi’k. guvs 
I ARTHA MlSmiA.' 
j Cuttack 


State Of Decline ■■■■■■■■■■ 

I T was a real shock to read atiout 
Steffi Oral relinquishing her 
world No 1 title to Monica Seli's 
Tins came as a .sluxik because 
Slt'ffi had a hold on the title fora 
record tS»> weeks Onthcother 
hand Monica, now that she is the 
youngest girl to heconic the No 1 
has a lot to prove Steffi s graph is 
surely on the decline She lost all 
three niatchics toSahatini. iii their 
last thrive meetings Li't’s hope 
that Steffi overitomes hi;r . 
problems and once* again makes it 
liac-k t.o t he No 1 spot 
SUHRATSAMAI.. 

Burin 

Fascinating! ■■ ■■■■■■■■■■ 

T l IE <;over story on Boris Bct.-ker 
and Stefan Edbei-g by Rohit 
Brijnath (0-12 March, ’til) was 
indeed a masterpiece It was as 
fascinating !us their duels. This 
bought back inemorios of the 
Hoad and Rose wall duels Thoir 


IV < tv n ( 111 


publu'i.seil. was nevertheless very 
fa.sciilat ing 

Bi'ckeraiid fidberg. will 
i conlniue t.oentlirall leiiiiis fans 
i lor .soiiit't line ( 11 (■( line and here's 
j w'lshing t hem all i lu‘ liest 
I B.S VISWANATIl. 

I Hangvi/oi'c 


Gladdening! 

S ubhash agrawals 

triumph in the National 
snooker at ttalcntta was 
I hea rtening'iK'ws His ability to 
! go in for the lug brc'aks. is 
what made him a cliampioii. While 
other.s had to struggle to make it 
to the knoekoiit sta.ge. Agrawa.l 
just .stea.inrnlled tlie opposition 
and (a'uisiHl flirough. locliiieh the 
title hi‘ truly do.scrved D-t's hope 
that this win gives Agi'a.waJ the 
neecssary inspiration to win other 
tournaments that he is 
participating in 
SHINJVAS NYAPATIJY. 
Rujulnnundiy 


A correction 

liiRmu Mukherji'saiticle "Quotient"(SfK>rL<iworId 13-19March) the 
new quotient formula should have been Y 'X and B A, and not the other 
way tound tus was mentioned in the copy. The erinr is ivg’i'etted. 















ROUNDUP 
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itata Tamils 


A t 29, Ennco Piporno is not cml.y 
8-year-older than Zeeshan Ah.' 
he has also not beaton Ah in the 
past five years. One would believe 
■ that Zeeshaii is upwardly mobile 
and that Piperiio is winding: up 
his career. By that Jog:ic Ali, 
considering- Ins Ibrm in the 
tournament thus far, should have 
thrashed Piperno in the Beng-al 
State final as he is wont to do 
Only one pr-obloni; Ennco Pipfirno 
IS totally, absolutely and 
completely unconcerned with 
logic 1 le has always been crafty, 
and now he has found the physical 
strength to carry out his plans Tie 
doinonst rated this pcrfodly in the 
finals, destTO.ving Zeeshan G-.h. 

<>-l. leaving the crowd witli their 
months open 

Zci^shan. he knows, is prone to 

All Winners at the Stale tennis 
championships: (From ieft): En¬ 
rico Piperno, Manisha Mehta, 
Saurav Panja, and R. Ramanand 


error when under pressure. So 
Piperno kept the ball in play, 
varitid his pace,but it was his 
outstanding reti'ieviiig that gave 
an insight into his commitment to 
win Perhaps Piperno knew he 
had a chance, for he pi-opheticall.v 
romai’ked after his exhausting 
semi finals, “Maybe against 
Zeeshan I'll pull out one of my 
.yearly surprises," his reference 
being- to last,year's surprise win 
ovci- Leander Paes 

Without belittling Piperno's 
efloi-ts in the least, Zee.shan was so 
terribly off-colour that his later 
admission that “I had a bad day" 
seemed an apt summary Nothing 
that he did or tried worked. It 
would be .silly to read too much 
into this loss, especially since 
Zeeshan w-as pla.ying rather 
elegantly till the finals He was 
fast and furious against an 
cri-oiuxaisK.G. Ramesh in the 
senu finals winning 6-2. 6-d and 
looked quite set to win the 
championships. Ironically, it was 
I’lpcj-no him.self who appeared 
uucomfortable 111 his semi final 
against 'Chubb.v' Navendranath, 
wasting a 5-1 lead in the first .set 
which he lost 6-7. but dominating 



I finally to win the next two sets 
I e-3. 6-3. Formbooks in tennis 
don’t count for much it seems. 

In the boys under-14 section 
young Calcutta prodigy. Sburav 
Panja, progressing rapidly under 
Nandan Bal's tutorage at the 
Batra Tennis Academy, won quite 
easil.y. beating Siddha.rta Vernta 
in the final 7-6, 6-2, Panja’s serve 
requires attention, but it is his 
fine courtci-aft and agile tennis 
brain-that points to what could be 
a very interesting future. 

In the ladies section, it may have 
been Manisha Mehta who 
eventually won, but it was 
11 -year-old Runumee Das from 
Assam who captured all the 
attention. Small physically,b u 
marvel]ousl.y self-assured she has 
impressive aggression and a nice 
preciseness of shot which helped 
her beat the No. 2 seed Sheetal 
Klianna.but nevertheless was not 
enough to overpower the well 
built Mehta in the final. 

The boys under-18 
championship was won by R. 
Ramanand who beat Bengal's 
improving youngster M. 

Bachawat 6-7. 6-2. 6-3 in the final. 


Taj Trophy 


T he 11 til I^adies 54 Hole golf 
competition for the Taj Trophy, 
organised by Taj Bengal. Calcutta 
proved to be a cliff hanger. Played 
at the Tollygunge Club golf 
course, the last four cards had to 
be counted fur determining the 
winner. Mrs Chandaiia Dutt 
edged out Mrs Tsuji and Mrs Anu 
Bindi-a to lift the coveted Taj 
Trophy. Ms Simi Melira played a 
fine round of 73 gross to take the 
Best Gross from Ms Vandana 
Agarwal. 

The organisers this year 
introfluc^ a Medal Round for the 
men on t he final day of the 
tournament, for which 70 golfers 
participated. MrS.R. Ghosh 
Dastidar was declai-ed the winner 
with a nett score of 64 followed 
closely by Mr S.N. Singh with a 
nett score of 66. Mr R.S. 
Sabharwal won the Best Gross 
with a score of 75. 






SAJEEV KUMAR TK. 
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Aquatics 


D espite three meet records, the 
48th Chapter of the All 
India-Inter University Aqxiatic 
Championship failed to provide 
excitement, as many top 
swimmers skipped the meet due to 
off seas6n and examiniations. 
Eventually, the hosts, Kerala stole 
the limeliffht winning both the 
men’s and women’s team’s 
championship. 

Bombay’s one man army, 
Gaurav Kapoor bagged six golds 
which included a. record breaking 
performance in the 1 OOmt 
butterfly stroke. He timed 1:03.48 
sec erasing the existing mark by 
02.36 sec Gaurav’s other golds 
were in the 100(59.99) and 200 
(2 14.88) mts freestyle, 1OO 
(1 ;09.52) and 200 (2.38.17) mts 
breast stroke and 200 mt 
Individual medley (2:31.59). He 
claimed the individual 
championship with 30pts. 

Parnaz. Y Engineer, another 
lone entry fixim Bangalore 
University won the honours in the 
women’s section. Parnaz collected 
5 golds: in the 100m (11.17.54) & 
200m butterfly, 200m breast 
stroke (3:13.59), 400m individual 
medley (6:07.90) and 200 
backstroke (2:57.03). 

In the women’s 4 x lOOmt 
medley relay, Kerala’s foursome 
sunk the eight-year-old record of 
Calicut University. The Kerala 
girls who led from gun to finish 
clocked 5:28.26 sec and were 70 
mts ahead of the silver medallists, 
Delhi Kerala set yet another 
mark in the 4 x lOO mt freestyle 
relay ckxiking 4:51.83 sec. 

Kerala’s upcoming star R. 
Santha limed 2:35.38 in the 200m 
freestyle relegating Parnaz Y. 
Engineer to the second spot. 
Sai'itha also came first in the 
100m freestyle (1 • 15.54) and 
400m freestyle (5.27 74). 

Poona University outscored 
I Kerala University 13-1 in the 
j Wf’terpolo final, 
j Sajeev Kumar T.K. 



Farnaz Engineer: women's 
individual champion in the 
Inter-University Aquatic meet 


HYDERABAD 



A SIP ISMAIL (BAT trainee) and 
fourteen-year-oid V. Nirupama 
(Ckiimbatore) won the Pour Square 
National Hardcourt Tennis 
Championship at Lai Bahadur 
stadium tennis complex 
outclassing rivals S. 
Narendranath 7-5, 6-0 and Sahiba 
Chaddha of Chandigarh 6-1,6-2 
respectively. 

However, for Nirupama it was a 
golden double. Partnering Sahiba 
Chaddha, the duo overcame Neeth 
Devaiah and Sheetal Khanna 6-2, 
5-7, 6-2. 

The Maharashtra pair of 
Nandan Bal and Gaurav Natekar 
shattered the dreams of Asif 
Ismail of scoring a grand double. 
Asif combining with Enrico 
Piperno went down, 6-0, 6-2. 

Former Davis Cup player S. P. 
Misra lifted the veteran's crown 
defeating Rajiv 'Yerma 6-0,6-2. 


Ex-Asian junior champion, Asif 
Iqbal started off on a rather 
nervous note unable to get his 
first serves going. But as the 
game progressed, Asif improved 
on his serve and put enough 
pressure on Narendranath, who 
faltered by sending the ball over 
the baseline very often. 

Narendranath. unable to 
overcome his problems he was 
facing, chose to play from the 
baseline. But his change of tactics 
proved futile as Asif came to 
the net to return the shots with 
some rasping backhand 
crosscourt drives to clinch vital 
points. 

Narendranath overcoming the 
initial hiccups began to play a 
serve and volley game. And this 
change made him close the deficit 
to 5-6. 

In the 12th game, BAT trainee, 
Asif broke Narendranath’s serve 
to win the first set in just under 35 
minutes. 

The second set saw Asif in total 
control, firing four aces, and 
making his presence felt at the net 
frequently. This game-plan of Asif 
unnerved Narendranath who 
committed a number of rmforoed 
errors and finally caved in 
meekly. The second set lasted 15 








minutes. 

The women's final was a battle 
from the baseline. Sahiba 
Chaddha beg'an her campaig^n on a 
rather inauspicious note in the 
first game itself. Determined to 
win the coveted plate. Nirupama 
broke her opponent’s serve thrice 
to grain a commanding lead of 5-0. 
By the time Sahiba realised her 
mistake, Nirupama wrapped up 
the first set at 6-1, 

Asif Ismail was the winner of the 
men's singles of the National 
Nardcourt Tennis 
championships 


Continuing her baseline game, 
Nirupama traded well with her 
angular shots in the second set. 
However, Sahiba came back into 
the game despite losing some 
points initially to bre ak 
Nirupama’s serve in the sixth 
game when her rival 
double-faulted twice. 

After gaining some valuable 
points, Sahiba stopped taking 
risks. Fully aware of Sahiba’s 
psychological problems, 
Nirupama used her double-fisted 
back-hand effectively to take the 
set. 

A Correspondent 
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T UTUN SOM, by scoring 16 
points, bagged the individual 
championship in the two-d^ 21st 
All India Ordnance and Ordnance 
Equipment Factories Athletic 
Meet at the O.E.F. Stadium. 

Sanjay Singh of Ordnance 
Factory, Kanpur, won the gfold in 
the shot-put (Decathlon). T^itun 
Som was the fastest runner in the 
lOOmt run whereas in the triple 
jump, the gold went to Virendra 
Yadav and in the 800 mt run. 
Tutun Som stole the show by 
making other runners lick the 
dust. Debashish Bhattacharya 
turned the tables in his favour in a 
200 mt run. 

As many as 34 teams 
participated in the tournament 
and R.F. Ishapore (Calcutta) won 
the team championship by 
registering 61 points to 27 points 
of F.G. Factory of Kanpur. East | 
Zone were declared the Zonal 
champion as it mustered 91 points 
and North Zone with 49 points 
had to be content with the 
runners-up title. 



T he attractive batting of Arvind 
Sikri (69) and the balanced 
bowling of Pankaj Agarwal 
enabled the Meerut Colts to win 
the First Ashok Singh State 
cricket tournament. They 
defeated U.P. Handlooms by 98 
runs in the final. 

The tournament was 
inaugurated by Mr Pankaj Singh, 
son of former Prime Minister Shri 
Chandra Sheklmr. The ‘man of the 
series’ reward of Rs. 1,100 went to 
Yogendra Towari. The winners 
received Rs. 11.000 where the 
runner-up received Rs. 5,001. 
Kallali Agarwal 
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E RNAKULAMwonthe2l8t ; 
State Junior Hockey 






VEND G0V1N0 MUMAR 





Th« Ernakulam hockey team 
were the winnera of the Junior 
State Hockey tournament 

championship conducted by the 
Wayanad District Hockey 
Association. In the finals, they 
defeated last year’s runners-up 
Palakkad throug'h a penalty 
stroke (l-O) and reg'ained the 
trophy after a gap of three years 
at the RomanCatholic High School, 
Chundel. ' 

Both teams failed to rise to the 
occasion by wasting too many 
good moves but wingers Shaji, 
Satheesh P. David and centre half 
Judy George were unsuccessful in 
utilising them. On the Palakkad 
side their top scorer Hakim, Mujib 
Rehman and Mukundan were off 
colour. 

Luck came for the Ernakulam 
side in the 69th minute in the 
form of a stroke. Palakkad 
goalkeeper S^eesh Kumar wlio 
brought some brilliant saves was 
the person behind this. Following 
a corner from Sunil Immatty, 
Ernakulam centre half Juby 
George moved into the D’ and the 
onrushing Palakkad goalkeeper 
hooked Juby. Juby, who took the 
stroke neatly sent the ball in. 

P. Venn Okivtoida Kumar 
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bdar Bank Cikftet 

(Eastern region) 


fliHE lush green Digwadih 
IL Stadium was the scene of the 
second eastern region Inter-Bank 
Cricket Tournament as a galaxy of 
first class and international 
cricketers descended upon the 
coal-mining township of 
Jamadoba, 20 kms ffom Dhanbad 
in Bihar. 

The tournament was conducted 
by Bank’s Sports Board (Eastern 
Region) under the auspices of the 
Indian Banks association, in 
collaboration with Dhanbad 
Cricket Association. 

The show was a grand success 
with no less than 10 banks 
participating. True to potential 
and prediction. United Bank Of 
India generated all its drilling 
power as it once again underlined 
its unmistakable superiority by 
retaining the title for the second 
tiihe in succession. With easy 
victories over Canara Bank and 
Union Bank. UBI were firm 
favourites in the final against old 
adversaries. UCO Bank, who had 


taken the measure of Allahabad 
Bank and Punjab National Bank. 

As expected UBI did not 
disappoint in the final, although a 
few hiccups in the later stage of 
the match kept the victory margin 
to 4 wickets. In the final. Bengal 
discard Ajay Varma played a 
strokeful innings of 56 and 
received adequate support from 
skipper Gautam Som (32) and 
Utpal Chatterjee (35). Test star, 
Ariin Lai had the mortification to 
see Barun Burman cling on to a 
well-judged catch at square leg off 
a top-edged pull against left-arm 
orthodox spinner Sanjay Sixiha, 
whose accuracy (3 for 25 off 8 
overs) was certainly the 
performance of the match. 

Sinha also had the wickets of 
Aveek Mitra and Ajay Varma and 
put some tremor in the UBI camp. 
For UCO Bank. Ashok c:3iaudh\iri 
was the highest scorer with 50 in 
a total of 181 runs off 40 overs. 
Chaudhuri also scored the only 
century of the tournament 
against Allahabad Bank. Bengal’s 
left arm spinner Utpal Chatteijee 
bowled steadily and received his 
share of success (3 for 37). 

Unfortunately for the second 
year in succession, State Bank Of 
India, a very strong combination 















boasting a host of Bengal 
cricketers, failed to take part in 
the ohampionshi p which was 
, competed for by the following 
banks; Canara Bank, Allahabad 
Bank, Bank Of Baroda, Rpnir of 
Inc^, Punjab National Bank, 
Union Bank, Standard Cheirtered 
Bank, United Bank. Indian Bank 
and UCO Bank 
RaJuMukheril 

Gautam Som, the captain of UBI, 
receiving the winner’s trophy 
from Mrs. Y.P. Ohawan 




I NDIAN SCHOOL OF LEARNING 
has ail enviable record in the 
Inter-School Cricket Tournament 
organised by the Dhanbad Cricket 
Association. Since the inception of 
the tournament 12 years ago. in 
1978, Indian School Of Learning 
seems to have taken a monopoly 
lease on the title, winning the 
trophy no less than 7 times. 

Justifiably proud of the 
achievement, the school’s coach 
‘Manna’ Rahman wants to give 
full credit to the boys and to the 
school principal, J.K. Sinha. Very 
modestly, he said that he merely 
assists the enthusiastic young 
boys to give of their best. 


They managed an aggregate of 
only 26 runs after Pandey got out 
twice after hitting 38 runs. 


C ricket is an upredictable 
game and the double-wicket 
version of it is more so. This was 
proved at the 4th M.N. Dastur 
Double-Wicket meet at the 
Kalighat ground. The defending 
champions UBI were knocked out 


. w 


C ITY ATHLE-nC CLUB won the 
junior CAB Knockout Cricket 
Championship at the Eden 
Gardens. The win. however, does 
not promote them to the senior 
division as only the league 
champions (Burnpur Sporting) 
move into the premier league. 

In a low-scoring match City AC 
defeated Vyay Sports by four 
wickets. Despite playing on a 
batting track, Vijay Sports could 
only muster 174 in 42.3 overs. 
Sajjad Hassan was the most 
successful City AC bowler 
grabbing four wickets for 24 
runs. K. Vijay Kumar was the top 
scorer for the losers with 41 runs. 

City AC were in no hurry to get 
to their target and used up the 
same number of ovei-s as their 
opponents to win the match. Their 
win centred around Sandip 
Chatterjee’s 53 and Partha Das' 

47. 


[B 


in the first round, fancied pairs 
failed to come good and it was 
ultimately the veteran pair of 
Pradip Pandey and Madan Ghosh 
of State Bank which crossed 
swords with the most unlikely of 
finalists—the duo of Debang 
Gandhi and Diptesh Pakrashj of 
M. N. Dastur 'B' team. 

Eleven companies which 
entered the tournament had in 
their ranks almost all the Bengal 
Ranji Trophy players organised by 
the Office Sports Federation. 

In the five overs-a-side final, it 
weus all too easy for the Dastur 'B' 
team. Gandhi played the stellar 
role hitting 72 ’ uns, but his score 
was curtailed by eight runs (for 
two dismissals) for an aggregate 
cf 64 Pakrashi made seven and 
with an extra run in the kitty. The 
M.N. Dastur ‘B’ team set Pandey 
and Ghosh to get 73 for a win. 




A LISTLESS final uetween Food 
Corporation of India (PCI) and 
Bharat Petroleum. Bombay, 
brought down the curtains on the 
13th All-India Public Sector 
Football championship held in the 
city recently. The tournament, 
which brought together some of 
the well-known footballers in the 
country (the public sector 
companies mostly employs them), 
was virtually labelled as a mini 
nationals of sorts, but the quality 
of football dished out was not very 
impressive. 

The all-important goal in an 
insipid final at the East Bengal 
ground came from Kuijit Singh of 
FCI with just seconds remaining 
for the breather. It was Debasish 
Sarkar who set up the goal of a 
counter-attack. Sarkar covered a 
lot of ground on the right flank 
and sent in a measured cross 
across the Bharat Petroleum 
goalmouth. Bikash Panji swooped 
down upon the ball, but missed it. 














SUBHOJITPAL 



However, Kui^it kept his cool, 
chested the cross and placed the 
ball past a hapless goalkeeper. 

The match took a nasty turn in 
the 16th minute when PCI’s Pem 
Dorji was hacked down by Jensen 
of the Bombay side. Jensen was 
sent off by the referee, and it was a 
battle for survival for the visitors. 

PCI’s inability to punch holes in 
a make-shift Bharat Petroleum 
defence stopped them from 
gaining an early lead and it was 
the Bombay team which had the 
first clear look at the PCI goal. 
Pradip Raha put Nadeem Khan 
through with a neat pass, but the 
latter made a hash of it from close. 
This was a couple of minutes away 
from the half-time and PCI got the 
lead soon after. 

It was the experience of Amit 
Bhadra in the Bharat Petroleum 
back four which prevented PCI 
from swelling their tally. 

Bhadra’s brilliant covering and 
perfect tackling saved his aide 
from further disgrace. The 
Bombay team showed good 
enterprise in the second half, but 
the equaliser eluded them. 

The finalists apart. the teams 
which made the last four stage of 
the championship were Coal India 
Limited (CIL) and the Damodar 
Valley Corporation (DVC). Both 
went down by identical solitary 
goal margins in the semi-finals. 
SoumifraBoM 



T here surely is no dearth of 
bridge enthusiasts in the 
mercantile houses of Calcutta. 
Surprising then, that the game of 
bridge took a long time to come 
into the Merchants' Cup circuit, 
much after games like golf, tennis 
and badminton did, and also that 
the participation, when it 
eventually did. leaves a lot to be 
desired. Last year the low 
participation could be passed off 
as being reasonable considering 

’The, winners of the Merchants’ 
Cup Bridge: Brohmojyoti 
Mukhwjee and Goutam Ghosh 
ofiOL 


The FCi team were the winners 
of the All-India Public Sector 
football tournament 

that it was the ina.ugural year and 
organised at shoi't notice. 
However, even though both 
husband and wife (san play ft)r 
cither’s firm or company, the 
number of pairs showed little 


increase tins year. With only 44 
pairs from 25 companies and 
firms taking pa.i t, sponsors 
I )unlop fielding tlie largest 
contingent of 11 pairs, one is left 
wondering ns to t he reason behind 
thm appaiYint lack of competitive 
spirit among Clalcutta’s 
bndgo-pJaying uppei- crust of 
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society 

The 88 players who competed, 
and this included 1 -1 ladies, played 
an elimination I’ound on two days 
to qualify for the top 34 pairs to the 
final. In the first ofthe.se 
eliminations. Smt Manju 
Awasthy and Anil Sondhi of Bush 
Tea topped tlie field while on tJie 
second. Hi-, and Smt. Dalmia of 
Calcutta Medical Researcii 
Institute took tlie honours. 

In the 46-board final held at the 
Saturday Club recently the 
Dalmia’s c’oiitiuued their g-ood 
work to take a decent lead in tlie 
first half. They wore followed by 
Satyanarain and Prakash 
Kejriwal of Bangabasi Roller 
Flour Mills, Tainal Baiinerjtse mid 
B. K. Chokhany of India Jute, A. 

K. Sinha and T. K. Dasgupta of 
IBP, Goutani Ghosli and 
Brohmojyoti Mukherjeeof lOL 
and the defending champs. Probir 
Roy and K. K, Bhattachaijee of 
Bengal Chemical, in that order. 

In the second half, howevei’, the 
Dalmia's failed to maintain tlie 
pace and slid down to fifth spot 
The Kejriwal brothers, easily the 
most experienced duo in the whole 
field, despite some bad boards, 
managed to hang on to thei r 
first-half rank, as did 



Mayor Prasanta Chatterjee giving away a siwdaf trophy to honour 
eminent sports journalist AJoy Bose, at a felicitation meeting held 

at the Moulall Yuba Kendra ,Catotitti. 


Baimerjee-Chokhany Last year’s 
w! I inn rs Roy -Bliattacharjee crept 
up to f ourtli place but the best 
second-half performance came 
from Ghosli- Mukheijee of Indian 
Oxygen who leap li ogged from 
fifth to a C'omfort.a.ble first, one 
and a half board ahead of second. 

Despiite their sec;ond half 
debacle. Smt Krishna Dalmia had 
the satisfaction of picking up the 
prize for the best performance by a 
lady and the prize for tlie 
second-bc^st went to Smt V. Seth 
whocombined with her husband 
to finish eighth 
Santanu Ghosa 


Revenues Badmbifam 
Op«i 

f ins three-day O.N. Dixit 
memorial Central Revenue 
Open Badminton tournment, 
orgaiiised under the auspices of 
the National Academy of Direct 
Taxes provided an excellent 


opportunity for fans here to 
witness top class badminton. 

Top badminton players of the 
country particularly national 
champion George Thomas and 
Seema Bhandari along with other 
pr ominent players participated. 
Though George Thomas was a hot 
favourite, he met hii^ Waterloo in 
the men’s singles final against 
Harjeet Singh. Thomas won the 
first game easily 15-7 but the 
second game saw a tough battle 
between, the two. Harjeet claimed 
the second game on extra points 
18-17 and the decider proved to be 
one sided for Harjeet. George 
Thomas committed a serjes of 
errors and his poor judgement 
cost him dearly. 

Seema Bhandari of Madhya 
Pradesh required just twenty 
minutes to dispose off Anjali 
Purwar in annexing the women’s 
singles crown. She was,however, 
unlucky when partnering with 
Nancy Keith, she lost the women’s 
doubles final to the national 
runners up pair of Sindhu Gulati 
and Neeru Nerjwan. 

Josaph Rao 










SPORTS HALL OF SHAME 


BYNASH&ZULLO 


WS!!!S!r' ^ 


V/MENTWE F\»4ALCX(r OFtWE F»MAV 6AMIE AT 
COKNIC MACVC SCTAWUWV VJAS AAADB IN TME 

ntIUPBPMA fMlUlES FANS Tl^KEP TVS. BAll- 
W«<\>ITC>A«MAMBU£S. SOO^IR-CRAZEP 
FANS R\PPEP AnftRrSEATSk SW&N&, AND Pi^fiTS 
OFTVCSaKEBOARP. A 80 arTHFONUV'miN& 
THEY DJPNT STEAL WASlHE KTOMEH SNK— 
ALTMOO&WONE FAN DVD DISMANTLE ATtMLET 
AND STAGGERED HOME WITH IT/ 



PURINAtUE 19m ENSUSH OPEN AMATEUR, 
SOLFER NidCL DENNAM LAUKU^HED ASMCfT 
INTO THE 8MXIARD «CX)M OFTV€r:wa400SE. 

WHioJ vams notudnsadei^p out of play 

THE" CieAFTY OENMAAl OPENED AVJVNDCW 
AND HVTAN AMAilNS PITCH SHOT THAT lANOED 
>M\1MlN1SFEETOFTV\EFLAO, BUT THE- 
OFFICIALS LATER ASSCSSED HIMTVO PENALTY 
Sr«3WES— FDR OPENINGTHENMINDOiN/ 



NES 


I RELEASED: Paul 
Gascoigne, from 
hospital after an 
operation for torn 
stomach muscles. 

He will however 
miss the qualifying 
match against the 
Republic of Ireland, 
for the Furopwan 
Soccer 

Championships. 

ORDERED: By the 
Supreme Court, the 
Indian Olympic 
Association (lOA) to 
hold its general 
elections. 

SIGNED: A contract 
by Tony Pickard, 
Stefan Edberg’s 
coach,to coach the 
British Oavis Cup 
team, for a period of . 
three years. 



EXTENDED: By 

another year, 
Australian pace 
bowler, Dennis 
Lillee's contract to 


coach at the MRF 
Pace Foundation in 
Madras. 

SIGNED: An 

agreement by 
Jimmy Connors to 
coach Austria's top 
player Thomas 
Muster for a year. 

WON: By Indonesia, 
both the men's and 
women's title in the 
All England 
Badminton 
championship. The 
men's title went to 
Ardy Wiranta and 
the women's to Susi 
Susanti. 

SEEKING RETURN: 

England’s Ian 
Botham, to the 
England team at the 
age of 34. 


















QUIZ 

QUESTIONS 

1 Wfio dismissed his cousin 
when New Zealand met 
Australia at Wellington in 
1986? 

2 Who was England’s 
wicket-keeper in the Golden 
Jubilee Test against India at 
Bombay in 1980? 

3 What is 'lightning chess’? 

4 What does ‘pull’ mean in golf? 

5 Who was the second Indian to 
score a century on his Test debut? 

6 Which was the first 
partnership for the tenth wicket in 
one-day internationals? 

7 Who scored Sri Lanka's first 
century in official Test? 

ANSWERS 

1 Bruce Reid (victim John Reid). 

2 Bob Taylor. 

3 A game of chess in which all the 
moves have to be completed by a 
player in five minutes. 

4 Drive (ball) widely to left (of 
right-handed player.) 

5 D.H. Sodhan (110) v Pakistan in 
the fifth Test at Calcutta in 1952. 

6 106 (Viv Richards and Michael 
Holding) vs England at Old 
Trafordin 1984. 

7 S. Wettimuny (v. Pakistan at 
Faisalabad in 1982). 

CHESS 


The sixth aiid concluding game 
of the Anand-Dreev match was yet 
another fascinating French 
Defence. Dreev came up with an 
interesting piece sacrifice and had 
a great deal of compensation. 

Anand turned the tables with a 
counter sacrifice after careless 
play by the Russieux in time 
pressure. With that the Indian 
pulled off a hattrick of victories to 
set up a quarter final match with 
Anatoly Karpov. 

White; Anand Vs Black: Dreev 
Oame 6. Butterfly Candidates, 
Madras, ’91. 

164 e6 2 d4 S NcS N18 4 66 Nfd7 6 f4 e5 8 
MS No6 71163 Qb6 8 Na4 066 8 c3 ed410 M 
NxM U sM BzM 12 Bd2 Bzd213 Nxd2 86! 

This is a new idea. Anand stated 
that he had seen it mentioned 
somewhere, but it had never been 
played at this level. 

14llb2cl415Nd3tl618Kei 


Evacuating the king is necessary. 
16-B&617 NO Be818 Ntf4 Ne519 83. 
Almost forced to clear g2 in case 
of Ne4.19—43! 20 8x4317 Nx43 21 Nx43 
QaS. White concedes his bishop in 
order to eliminate the dangerous 
d-pawn but now he has severe 
problems stemming the invasion 
onto his second rank. 

22 Nf4 002 23 K8I Kc2 24 044 063 26 Nal 
10)2 26 Rel 062 27 Nll6 0937 The 
decisive error. Black had a fine 
position primarily because the 
white h-rook has no prospects. 
Simply 27—bc4 keeps an edge 
though the position is very 
confused as both kings are 
exposed White would have to try 
for development via Rh2 while 
black con push his a-pawn etc. 

28 Nf6 K48 (See Diagram) 29 Ni45l! 
ed6 30 30 e6 Ke7 Hoping for 31 
Qxh8? Qe3 mate but even 30—Rf8 
31 e7 Kxe7 32 Qe5 Kd8 33 Rc3 
wins as the threat of 34 Qc7 and 

35 Re3 is xmstoppable. 

31 RcS! 0b6 32 ik;7 Kxe6 33 0e3 MB 34 Ki6 

36 0x17 K86 and (1—O). Dreev 
resigned as he realised that 36 
Nf3 forces chTOkmate. 

Devangshu Dutta 


Dealer South 


WEST 

#AKQSSe 
O J 743 



In many other games, the 
superior player always wins. Not 
so in bridge where in the short 
run, though not in the long, luck 
plays a role which, perhaps, adds 
to the charm of the game, giving 
the underdog some hope. Today’s 
hand from a recent North 
American championship 
semi-final found the superior 
game going down while the 
inferior one scored:— 


NORTH(cltimmy) 

O A O 10 9 8 
4 ^AJ 1 D 96 S ' 

EAST 
<9 7 S 2 
C>A 8742 
06 

46732 

SOUTH 
4 10 4 3 
CO J 1053 
OK8 5 
404 


The two Souths, 1979, world 
champion Mike Passell at one 
table and Bart Bramley at the 
other, got to a minor suit game 
after West opened, spades and bid 
it again at the 3-level and after 
North had shown a minor 
two-suiter. However, while Passell 
played in diamonds, Bramley got 
to clubs. Which minor-suit game 
would you prefer to be in? Not 
much to choose really; if 
anything, five clubs looks the 
better spot because it almost never 
fails when five diamond makes 
and it goes down a lot less when it 
fails. 

At both tables the defence 
cashed their major suit winners 
and punched dummy witli a 
second spade. In five clubs. 
Bramley played like a normal 
human being—he crossed over to 
hie only entry, the diamond king 
and led the club queen. Good, the 
club finesse worked! He drew 
trumps and then tried to cash 
dummy’s diamonds.. .oops! Down 
one. In five diamonds, Passell, on 
ruffing the spade, could cash the 
diamond ace and then cross over 
to the diamond king in hand, 
learning the bad news. He had 
only two trumps left on the table 
and was in hand for the last time. 
He could not finesse in both 
minors, so he took his only chance 
by leading his last trump to 
dummy’s ten and drew the last 
trump. By now everybody had run 
out of trumps and so declarar had 
to get six tricks in clubs without 
an entry to finesse. He played the 
ace and unblocked his queen, 
mentally chalking up minus 250 
for down five. However, his luck 
was in as the fall of the king g^ve 
him his contract.. 

SsniHHiQhoa* 




^TIOiiAL mCSTUNQ 


W|| AILWAYS 

emerged worthy 
winners in both 
■■ Wthe freestyle and 
' Ckreoo Roman categories 
of the 38th edition of 
the Lifebuoy National 
Wrestling 

Championships held at 
Varanasi from March 
6-0, which attracted 
huge crowds everyday. 

The wrestling arena at 
the idyllic Diesel 
Locomotive Works 
oom^x in the city of 
Varanasi which has a 
traditional following for 
wrestling provided the 
right atmosphere as 
over 400 wrestlers from 
88 States and 
Institutions grappled 
:f or seleotion to the 
Indian team to 
parUmpate in the Asian 
CSiampionships to be 
held at New cielhi in 
April. 


Bouts were held in ten 
weight categories in 
both sections—^freestyle 
and Greco Homan. Most 
of the prominent 
wrestlers were there to 
represent their 
respective teams but 
many were conspicuous 
by their absence as they 
were reportedly in 
Ptmjab to participate in 
a Akbara, competition 
which offered huge 
prise money. The 
Wrestling Federation of 
India ought to take this 
into account while 
organising the 
Nationals. 

The Akhara style or 
the traditional Indian 
style of wrestling still 
attracts huge crowds in 
the rural areas and is a 
big money earner for the 
wrestlers who are 
offered just a medal or 
the incentive that they 


Strike 
It Rich 


might represent the 
country some day. The 
WPI needs to check the 
growth of this type of 
competition and it needs 
to channelise them into 
the mainstream. They 
can make mainstream 
wrestling equaUy 
attractive by offering 
good incentives to the 
wrestlers'. While over 
two lakhs were spent by 
the organisers on the 
officials of the 


federation not much was 
spent on the wrestlers. 

Coming back to the 
main competition there 
were keenly-contested 
bouts and the 
experienced 
internationals showed 
their class: Kaka Pawar, 
who represented India at 
the Beijing Asian 
Games, won the final 
beating R.B. Mauriya of 
the Services (SSCB) by a 
knockout in thb 58kg 


Doordarshan's Usual Callousness 

T he big let down of the 38th National 
Wrestling Championships was the 
withdrawal at the last minute by Doordarshan 
to telecast the last day's bouts live. Doordarshan 
had been approached more than two months 
back by the organisers—Railway Sports Control 
Board. “We have bejen corresponding with 
Doordarshan since two months and, in fact, 
they had assured us of live coverage of the bouts 
on 9 March from 3.45 to 5.1)0 p.m. We, in fact, 
had scheduled our finals for the 8th and * 
postponed it to the 9th so as to accommodate 
Doordarshan”, said Amrit Mathur. ^cretary of 
theRSCB. 

It certainly was quite a surprise specially at 
the last minute when Doordarshan expressed its 
inability to telecast live the bouts on 9th March. 

“The reason given by them was that it W!is not 
possible technically to do the telecast”, Amrit 
Mathur said. “Were they sleeping all this while 
and only got to know about the technicality of 
the telecast at the last minute,” questioned 
Mathur. 

Mr G.S. Mander, president of the Wrestling 
Federation of India had, in fact, been in touch 
with Mr Shiv Sharma, Director-General of 
Doordarshan in Delhi who had assured him that 
the telecast would be done on the 9th and all 

necessary arrangements had been made. "The --^- 


Sponsors expect live coversge. 

Is Doordershsn listening? 

sport suffers a great deal in this regard”, felt Mr 
Mander. 

It is time that a national policy be drawn up 
for sport with regard to Doordarshan and 
coverage of events by thorn. “It is not fair to the 
sponsors who have put in a great deal of money 
into a sport because they expect live coverage of 
that event”, feels Amrit Mathur. "We seem more 
of Lendl's and Edbergb on Doordarsha n rather 
than our own sportspersons on TV”, said 
Mathur. It’s time that Doordarshan wakes up 
and takes responsibility for this mess up that 
they have caused not only to the 8port,but to the 
viewers and the sport at large. 











The 741 ^ friMtyle bout 
mprogroM 

division in the Qreoo 
Roman style. 

M.'R. Patil too proved a 
worthy wixmsr when he 
easily defeated Satnam 
Singh of Puz\jab in the 
68kg class in the same 
style. Other 
international wrestlers 
who won their 
respective oatagories 
WOTB Ashok Kumar of 
Delhi (67 kg in 
freestyle), MaUdst 
Shigh of FUhjab (68 kg 
In freebie), Satyawan 
of Delhi (74 kg in 
' fronstyle ) sad Sumer 
Sini^ oTRSCB (ISO Itg 
infkfisotyle). 

It oertainly was a good 
changatoseeths 
wresUsn grapple on the 
mats and become more 
epestDar with the 
introdtuoticn .af the rule 
wfalohiaakssit 
corapulsiMy for them to 
' waarshpessadflH^tan 












emsshillw 

nwalanMsiib 
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LilLMiifr^TTTin 


PHOToaM>Hs:swweEriSTii*;. 

mato iwther than on the 
traditional loose mud ov 
Akharas. 

Wrestlers in the tcp ' 
weight categories. ' 
however, wereatdtshMv 
as th^ bulk did not 
allow them the swM 
movement as their 
lighter weight 
counterparts. Ihe host 
Railways who had lost 
the championships last 
year fay 1/8 point and 1 
point in the freestyle 
and OreoD Roman styles, 
rsapsotively, made up 
this time and won both 
the divisions with Hsr 
greater ease than tl^ 
espsotsd. 

We needto Btrikea 
good halanos in sport 
withmodsm 


xiothlngrequinsstbat . 
moretijsawrsstSbtgss 
ft Is the oh]^ a|pa^ whsSs 
Zadikhas an indivlduiii 
nmdal skths Olyaaipiiiai. 
ndMOL IC.D, ilad^iot« 
UotijsiialliislMiilEi 














1ENNIS 

TRIVIA 


N umber of years that 
Britain’s John Major 
must draw his prime 
ministerial salary to match 
what 19-year-old Pete 
Sampras was paid ($ 2 
million) for 12 sets of tennis 
when he captured the 1990 
Grand Slam Cup 15. 

E xact same words that 
both winner Pete 
Sampras and runner - up 
Brad Gilbert used when 
answering the question 
about what they would do 
with their enormous prize 
money ($ 2 milhon and $ l 
million, respectively) at the 
Grand Slam Cup; ‘T 
(already) have everything 
that I want.” 

A mount of money the 
line judges earn^ at the 
$ 6 million Gi'and Slam Cup 
in Munich where 
first-round losers earned $ 
100.000; $25 a day, 

P RINCESS DIANA’S two 
favorite tennis players; 
Pat Cash and Steffi Graf, 


B oris BECKER’S career 
against Ivan Lendl in 
Grand Slam tournaments . 

11 UMBER of times that 
iHmisbehaving Ilie Nastase 
was disqualifi^ in 
tournaments during 1975; 
3.- 

C ELEBRITIES who 
approached Andre 
Agaasi and introduced 
themselves to him at the 
Evander HoIyReld-Buster 
Douglas heavyweight title 
fight: Mel Qim^, Chevy 
Chase and Ariipid 

B warzenegger,-''i ' , ' 

SW test that this 
nternaU<h:iiW t^hnis 
Federation will due at the 
1991 Pederat^Oh.;^d|>t'A, 
“femininity contl^ test” to 
determine the eeacujil status 

* e players. ; 

BAT Ivan Lendl would 
io if he had hiore time: 
Get a college degree. 

M aximum penalty for 
the same offense in 
1991; $250,000. 


F avorite sport of Roland 
Garros, the World War 11 
flying hero after w^hom the;| 
French named thesite for 
its celebrated national 
lampionahip: R\ighy, 
■port that rahked No^ 1 
Fin. televisioncoyerage ih| 

I noe in i©sG: Tenhis^ 

:Ai?aMUl(a:peha!ty:fbr, 

, defauitihgdnft-''. 
cdihmiintfehttp V 

Grand Slaih event or the , 
Grand Slaih Cup in 1990: $j 
25.000. 

[hat Rdrie Beciter said 
' he would do if he were^ 
j;hted dne wish: woul^ 
id a girl that I really loyaj 
make ten children right 
away, and go off with thei 
toa deserted island- 
lloE at whidh world No- 
.fli 5 Amy 
in and won idl the contests 
in a Michigan duhlin parks j 
tennis qlass; fpr 6 to 
9-year-oid children: 2. 


▼he most memorable 
I moment of 199d ibr 
sensational, 14-year-old pro 
rookie Jennifer Capriati 
who zoomed to No. 8 in the 
world: "When. I met Tom; 
Cruise at the U,S. Open.'* ; 


Compiled by Pm( Fain 
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, .'t , ' . ' , , 

b^n chosen to fl[y l^e . ^ 
Hri4sh flag for a 
«Kten4ed whpai^^of ^ ^ ^ 
over two years before t4®t 
final 4eci's|on^iS!taarie*^, 
the Internafional , , . 
Olympic Committee.'v>, • 

Did 1, say ^extended*? I, 
infant expensivfe. Or, on C 
third thoughts, 
exorbitant 

How the respeotiye' ' 
ratepayers put up with', ■ 
thhse daft delusions of' 
grahdeur by ahairidfitl. 

' of self-appointed 
entrepreneurs is totally, 
beyond me. Even ihore 


Starting this 
week, 

Sportswovld 
will be rt^giilui’ly 
I'eatui'iiig tliis 
excl usive 
enhunn by 
c(‘leb rated 
s}X)rt.sw]‘iter 
J'RANK 
KEATING, 
known all over 
tb(^ world lor bis 
bold, ei’ndite 
analysis and 
coninients, 
almost always 
laced with 
sparkling 
buinoui’... 
Although bis 
articles will 
often deal with 
intei’iiational 
issues, they 
may sometimes 
be 

British-oriented 
as the author 
will be sending 
his despatches 
f rom London 


HE subtle leaflet 
campaign—or— 
rather, the inane 
bombardment of 
junk mail 

woffle—has begun to 
submerge any 
mediaman’s desk. As we 
knew it would. London 
vs. MSnohester—^the 
clash of the cities. The 
clang of two cultures. 
Hype old times are here 
again. 

I refer, of course —^ if 
you hadn’t guessed—^to 
the rival bids by the“two 
English cities to stage 
the Olympic Oames in 
the 3 rear 2000. The 
British Olympic 
Association will decide 
in less than three weeks 
which of the two worthy 
bunches of bujghers has 


’ ’'I 




' '■ 'i- —" 















j' » 


9ti3>^i^ipi9 mui^th.’tihe . 
tfhelV-s^oiblj^Shemelid . 
CohunitteiQ, lumtered' ■ 
witl;! a iij^time’8,debt 
a4.refu;ly.jres^^bl^,.^ • 
thfe BmnriierS^ wrld ' ' 
StudentQames, ' 'w. 
crawling, cap in hand to 
the. Qpvernment and, 
ah'amefacedly asking’ for 
a chip-in tor their empty 
kitty. 

-I-yiBited Sheffield 
recientiy and. to be sure, 
the facilities, new bright 
hails and stadia that 
have sprung up under, 


the ihqors and ai9Ag’'thd; 
l-.■•.I)r1^6uabe!dragglefd ■ 
Industriai wasteland, ^ 
falong^e Rdtherhain 
Rt^d are spick and spim 
. and AVili aewe the youth 

of theoldnity for 
generaitiohs to'come. 

' But’Whatacpst. 

But the merest little 
student Games are' 
npthing on the 
, Olympics. Here you are 
talking billions. And 

The Jawaharlal Nehfu 
Stadium, New Delhi: a 
possible Olympic host? 


... 




• t^n some.mdrief 

I^daed, imiilicmbjust 
■for the chahite of bein^ 

' htimfliated by ,the- . ' 

B^-h^ember sttohg 
f autocracy.that m^esui^ 
the IOC. .' 

1985. how Birminghi^, 
spent C2.amJust ip set.' 
up its campaign to get ■ 
the Games of 1992. All 
that lovely ratepayers’ • 
loUyjusttdendup , 
sheepishly, with,eight' 
votes out of 1 ^ and fifth 
out of the six competing 
cities. 

The same position an 


I refer to the rival 
bids by the two 
English cities to 
stage the 
Olympic Gomes 
in the year 
2000...No, the 
BOC should allow 
neither bid to go 
forward...They 
should begin to 
lead o worldwide 
movement to give 
the Gomes bock 
to the world ond 
lobby for them to 
be held in, soy, 
Coiro, Nairobi or 
Delhi. What a 
worthwhile 
mission that 
would be... 




r* 


Seb€oe: chimplphthg 
. ths.prltishvaiise ; | 

undaunted 'MaiKh^fter 
ended in last year^after 
a campaign that cost 
£2. ton, though at least 
Manchester totalled 11 
.votescutof the 85’ 

And yet Manchester . 
agalnr—atul now 
London's lolled by 
B^^tian COe fl thought' 
that he, for one, was. 
.meant to be garnering 
diminishing votes far • 
less exorbitantly down ; 
around Truro & ' 
Camborne)—^rainonAm . 

' reams of rich boasts, 
abbiit how the Olympics 
yvUl do MB good, Ten. it to 
Spoor,miseraray,^ ^ . 
treated commuter on 

I. lohdon^binfampue 

Northern Line? Or. a 
Manchester household . 

. ■•who've.Jupt had their. 

Pbiltj|a!,qubdriipie(l? ' V , 

f."' ' ' ' 

No, theBiCKlc^cmld 
allow heifiier bid to go 
foeirward.4^ndi}otk;^iy 
^ relieves BritifEdi bid of 
another 

, humiliatton—but fobus 
be^intoleada 
worldwide movement to i 
0ve the GamiHS hack to 
the*w(nrld and lobby tor 
them to he held in taay., ' 
CWlro, Nairpbi, or Ddibi. 
WhatVwoMiwtole ‘ ' 
mlsskni that tiibald be.* 














The perils of the racing 


track are no stranger to 

Paul Stewart. You see, 


he’s the son of former 

Formula One world 

champion Jackie Stewart 

































where I was and what the day was like 
when I found out. Jochen lived nearby 
and I wondered why I hadn’t TOen him 
for a while. I asked my parents where he 
was. They looked at each other and, in 
that moment, I knew something was 
strange. Then they told me Jochen had 
gone to heaven. I wasn’t shocked, 1 just 
felt very sad that I wouldn’t seehim any 
more." 

Sitting in the elegant office at the 
headquarters of his own racing outfit; 
Paul went on: “Another time, I was on the 
school bus with Swedish racing driver Jo 
Sonnier’s sons Ktm and Jonas. He had 
jiist been killed, and they said to me, 
•Yoiu* father will be next.’ My father was 
taken aback when I went home and asked 
him if he was going to die next." 

So Paul knew just what price he could 
be paying for following in his father’s 
tyre-tracks. But the racing spirit was in 
his bloodstream, and oouldn^ be denied. 


“I was only four 
years old when 
Jochen Rindt 
was killed...! 

asked my 
parents where 
he was...they 
told me Jochen 
had gone to 
heaven. I 
wasn’t 
shocked”... 
Paul Stewart 


Paul could be the next Jackie Stewart. He 
showed his mettle by gaining a degree in 
political science at prratigious Duke 
University in North Carolina, despite 
Buffeiing feom the reading and writing 
disorder ^slexia. He has even skiied 
competitively, winning several 
skateboarding championshipB before he 
was 15. 

Paul also has two other talents that 
help to make a champion. A cool head 
and a philosophical approach to the 
dangers of the racing game. “Motor 
racing will always be dangerous because 
of the speed. But when you overtake 
someone, it doesn't necessarily mean you 
are exposing yourself to death,” he said, 
adding “You don’t think in thoM terms. 
Accidents are part of racing. That is how 
adriver learns. It’s all part of the job." 

Father Jacdue, aged 52, tried subtly to 
part Paul feom Uie steermg wheel by 
helping him to set up his firm, Paul 






Racing la ail conauming and attar two 
yeara In the bualnaaa fulltima, Paul says 
ha haa no time for a girlfriend 

Stewart Racing, at Milton Keynes. Part 
of his job is to be a businessman, getting 
sponsors to put racing teams on the 
track. 

But Paul, who is close to his parents 
and 23-year-old brother Mark, soon saw 
through the well-meant subterfuge. He 
said; “One of the reasons my father 
helped and encoxiraged me to set all this 
up, is that he wants me to stop driving. 
He thinks that, this way Ill have 
something to move over to. We work very 
closely together. But„for me, the racing 
comes first.” 

“I am constantly trying to take a back 
seat in the business to concentrate on my 
driving. I’ve been racing since 1987. My 
first full season was 1989. It has been 
very exciting. The thrills I’ve had from 
motor-racing have been fantastic,” he 
went on. 


But Stewart is fiercely independent in 
his racing career, refusing to bask in the 
reflected glory of a father who was three 
times world champion. As he expkUned; 

“I went to a racing school at Brand’s 
Hatch duiing a university vacation. I felt 
it was my last chance to do the thing I 
really WEinted to. I even used an assumed 
name because I didn’t want people 
saying, ‘We’ve got Jackie Stewart’s son 
here’ and comparing me to him. ” 

“My name was Robin Condon. I gfot 
some abuse about that, as you can 
imagine. It sounded like condom. Every 
time the name was put out over the 
loudspeaker, people chuckled. And I’d 
have to say—That’s me’,” he added, 
laughing before continuing: “I could 
have made a better choice of name. But 
the school went really well. Unsolicited, 
they wrote me a letter sajdng they 

This season, for the first time, Paul tackles 
the Formula 3000 circuit and has high 
hopes for the European Championships 
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thought I showed potential and should 
ptumie a career in racing. It was quite 
something to receive.” 

And it is only recently that Paul 
discovered his father began his career 
using a pseudonym as well. “My father’s 
brother Jimmy, who is eight years older 
than him, start^ racing. He was quite 
successful, but gave it up after an 
accident,” he mcplained, going on “When 
my father wanted to take up racing eis 
well, my grandmother put her foot down. 
She said, that, so long as she was living 
in the house, there weren’t going to be 
two racing drivers. Either herself, or one 
of the boys would have to leave. My 
father was pretty sure his mother wasn’t 
going to leave and that his older brother 
wasn’t going to stop racing. So it wovild 
have been him who was out. He found the 
solution by carrying on racing under the 
name A.N. Other. And he kept it secret 
from his mother.” 

Today Paul, who “hasn’t time for a 
girl-friend”, is proud to race as Paul 


“I will be more 
nervous 
watching Paul 
than when I 
raced myself. 
That is a 
parental 
feeling I don’t 
expect to go 
away...l love 
my 

son”...Jackie 
Stewart 




Stewart—while trying not to let his 
famous father’s reputation put pressure 
on him. As he said: “Obviously, father’s 
name has helped. But now I want to make 
my own name. Proving that you can be a 
front-runner is what counts.” 

And although Paul is now resigned to 
being Stewart Mark II he is determined to 
show that he is indeed different. 
Sometimes he does this in a subtle way. 
For example, both Paul and Jackie, who 
retired in 1973, have a taste for teirtan. 
Jackie drove with a band of red Royal 
Stuart round his crash helmet. But Paul 
sports grreen Hunting Stuart. 

As he told me: “This year I’m in the 
European Championships. It's my first 
season in Formula 3000, so I’ll be up 
against drivers who have been round the 
track three, may be fo\ir times. I expect to 
do two years in Formvila 3000. In 1993,1 
would hope to be in aFormiUa One Team. 
In that event, Paul Stewart Racing will 
carry on without me competing with 
them.” 

Meanwhile, Jackie and his 50-year-old 
wife Helen will sit helplessly, watching 
their son take his life in his hands. 
Following the family trade. Jackie said: 

“If you tmly love any member of your 
family, you don’t want your son to be 
doing something as dangerous as 
driving racing cars. I will be more 
nervous watching Paul than when I 
raced myself. That is a parental feeling I 
don’t expect to go away. I wish it would, 
but it won’t because 1 care. I love myaon. 

It is very difficult for his mother. She 
watched me race and now she has to sit at 
home while her son races.” 

But Paul has every intention of 
surviving the dangers of the track just 
like his father did—for 11 thrill packed 
years. And he is keeping himself on a 
knife-edge of fitness. He neither drinks 
nor smokes. And he knows how essential 
it is to be able to relax away from the 
sport. One of the ways being strumming 
his guitar every day. 

Leaning back in his chair, Paul said 
thoughtfully: “In all thahustle and 
bustle of life, people forget how to simply 
exvjoy themselves—to just go for a walk 
in a wood and to appreciate what is all 
around them. I try to find time for that, 
too. It is all part of being fit, healthy and 
readytogo. When I g^et in that car 1 have 
to be able to give it 100 per cent, so that 1 
can drive to win." 

When he said that, Paul sounded just 
like his father. A bom winner. 

BridgetBouch 
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SU MORE 

SCANDAL 


Free-style 

Wrestling 


H •amp 


staid qportpf 


■ raeaBttynekadbgra 
aoaadaL tlie aidtiaet 
ana MUMdcala aaoc. flis 
ons adu» ams iaaolvad 
^•as nona ottiar than tha 


na iMiaadal wall Uhe 


doarnto tha daelhiaaf 
«toaca cftba j ai ah a. 
whoaaaeflia 

wf nwin 


marrt ad r ao tofly , fora 
ISojraaa^ild atndant 
aduxai ha hadpranilaad 
to atanry. fUa aort of 
thlii|rnil|[^tlM 
omaiaon^aoe all ovar 
tha wofld hut la anino 
wraatUnir thagr ara 
aup p oae d toemliody 
•natiimal tdrtnaa. Bcaaa 


tqr«ana araa. Aa an 

lywiMuM l? Tliiwi y 

Uha ttda hiq^an baoaitaa 
the daiaha honaaa bava 
dxoppad dxamaUoally. 
Tha bogra hava noarhera 
to play any moro and 
reaoirt to tangling with 
ordinary tnnoeant girla.* 
So sumo amastiorst get 
your act togaSier, If you 
atUl awat to retain onlt 
statna la Japan. 


PRIVATE 
EYE 


WE LOOK 
WHERE 
WE'RE NOT 
SUPPOSED TO! 



IN THE 


ChHa Evert adth Payne S taara r t during a 
pro oa l ab il ty tou ma niant 


CROWD 


Out of touch 


C HRIS EVERT was 
teamed up with pro 
golfer Paype Ste¬ 
wart in a recent pro- 
cdebiity tennis exhiU- 
tion tie in Orlanda, Flor¬ 
ida And during the 
match, an obviously nis- 
ty Chris double faulted 
twice in a row. An 
idarmed Stewart turned 
to her and said, ‘Chris, 
you’ve bemi away from 
the game too long?’ 

But Evert got even in 
the next game. When 
Stewart missed a shot 
and displayed a bit of Ms 
temper, Chris looked 
Mm squarely in the eye 
and asked, ’Payne, are 
you the John McEnroe 



Talk Of the Toum: From lalt; Andy MMa, Judy 
NaMon, Donald TruaMkihida EwHis, CMa Ewart 

SfMl W-Wi 


iii ^ 



Talking about Chris '; 
Evert, what is !llIartina ^ 
Navr^ova dcang these 
days? Well, for starters,!: 
she’s been having a;'’ 
grand party for 400 ofV> 
her dearest and nearest i 
friends at the Plaza!: 
Hotel to celebrate tln» ;' 
successftil detmt oi MN 
clotihing. And of course, 
the names of the pe<q;>l0 
who dropped in were 
like a Who’s Who of 
celebrities. Andy Mill, 
Judy Nelson and why 
even Donald Trumii 
himself. Pteture shows 
him with (from left), 
Andy MiU, Judy Nelsmi^Y 
Linda Evans, Chris^ 
Evert and Martina, fhen'l 
Donald Trump strode ‘ 
out of the dom* and ha^ r 
ly within momente, Ih4 
strode ex-wife lYana» 
iSfae shook hands with 
everyone, hsd her v 
tttte taken, chatted whh 
Martina and Judy and 
headed for the door. Ah, 
to be part of the ’In' 


















CRUYFF'S BREATHER 


Up In Smoke 


momMSK' 

iRlElM] 


fM4ac lo CO. *1 will Mian to aonaal astlvltjr 

WllldV two WOOkO* kO IWOOlolMOd* *OBd wtthlii 
two omMIm. ni bo aUo to totam to opwto.* 


Bnt ohOQlonoJ Cruyffootd, Ihoy moken 
wuf loot g icor e tt o. I hopo thio will nluuige my 
Uto.’ 

Wo don’t know alMNit Hurt bat jour lonco. Ito 


Johon Cruyff: foeovoring fiwn hoort ourgory 



Tmniaiamygame. TUo 
pertama ia xay lave’ 


is wtwt Oobrieto 

■ Sabati n i layo at tho 

■ bottom of too oexy 
ixwter advortiBuc her 
perfume line Qal]ed...y< 
ou gueeaed it, Gebutela 
Sabatini The poatera, 
like the one in the idioto> 
graph, can be aeox all 
aoroaa the Continent, 
and the word io that 
aalee are booming aoroaa 
Europe 

Smoe its mtroduotkm 
in the Statea early this 
year, the Bahatim* line— 
which inoludea perfume, 
shower gel. deodorant 
and body lotkm—is also 
raUng in the buctos 

Biqilains Bruoe Deson* 
ne. the vioe president of 
Colonia Inc.. 'We are 
trying to deidot the sen¬ 
suality and mystmy that 
is Qabriela. EBie raaUy 
does tranaoend tennis. 
And we’re not really 
going after the qporta 
market speclfloally.’ 

For dle>hard Indian 
tennis fans, the perfume 
costa ift.eo. CSarry. but 
that ia in dirilars. not 
rupees). 
















I T was in September 
1987 when he drove a 
ft-iend and I down to his 
house in Delhi’s upmar¬ 
ket Surder Nagar that 1 
realised that Kapil Dev 
had ‘made it big* in more 
senses than one. The 
amazing thing was how 
he had always under¬ 
played it. With SMG one 
always knew that one 
was speaking to the 
potential crorepati. But 
KD never let you on; he 
spoke in a deal accent, 
he joked like one of the 
boys, he backslapped 
you like even strangers 
do after you get mar¬ 
ried, and he wa8...er 
well, like the good old 
‘bhaiyya’ next door. But 
‘bhaiyya’ a mercedes 
wallah? I had never 
thought of that. 

Which is where the 
beauty lies in his case. 



He is so uncomplicated I 
and so innocuous that I 
suspect that one day God 
simply took a crust of 
Haryanvi earth, 
breathed life into it and 
said: “Jaa puttar, tuasi 
Kapil Dev. Dedh ke liye 
new ball pheko.” 

The stories are many 
about him but largely 
uncirculated. 

This guy is so remark¬ 
ably concerned about 
whether players are get¬ 
ting paid well or not, 
that he would make a de¬ 
cent no-party Labour 
Minister. On one occa¬ 


sion he was so touched 
by a young cricketer’s 
desperate need for a 
house that he agreed to 
finance the purchase, 
“Dey dena waapas 
paisey jab tumhaarey 
paas aa jaaye,” he added. 

The net effect is one of 
considerable respect 
from amongst his col¬ 
leagues. Vengsarkar 
lambasted almost his en¬ 
tire side with mutiny af¬ 
ter the West Indies tour 
1989. He singled any 
two cricketers out for 
special mention-KD was 
one of them. This sur¬ 



prised the average Indi-j 
an bought up in the be^ j 
Uef that former captaiah 
are perfect saboteurei i 
Vengsarkar put his seal; i 
on KD’s loyalty oertifl- 
cate; “Each time 1 needed ' 
a breakthrough I could 
rely on KD to come on 
and bowl his heart out 
for the covmtry.” 

If captains find him 
dependable, enthusiasts 
find him unsually 
friendly. A young 
admirer in Calcutta sent 
him a massive bouquet 
in Calcutta early this 
year—and got a phone 
call a few hours later 
with a heavy voice at the 
other end saying; “I am 
Kapil Dev.” The young 
lady fainted (almost). 

Most cricketers one 
has seen cultivate a de¬ 
liberate ’bhaav’ most of 
them are nice simple 
folk, but are simply un¬ 
able to put the other guy 
at ease. KD is re¬ 
freshingly different. We 
had gone for dinner to 
Calcutta’s Chinatown 
the day he picked up a 
hat-trick in the Asia Cup 
final this January. What 
the hell, this man should 
have been celebrating 
with the select 6-star 
crowd in Calcutta, clink¬ 
ing glasses of cham¬ 
pagne surrounded by a 
bevy of beauties wanting 
to know how has such a 
slim wait, but there he 
was: splitting a plate of 
rice noodles and Man¬ 
churian chicken with a 
once-upon-a-time crick¬ 
et writer for company. 
How dull. He laughed it 
off: “’’Yaar, yahaa aur 
mazaa aaya. Aaraam se 
baith ke do-chaar baat 
kar sake. And yes, the 
khana was superb. Bond 
would love it.” 

Amazing cricketer 
yes, this KD of ours. But 
an even better human 
being. 
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A list of fascinating 
sporting predictions 








































































TENNIS 
1991 


The magazine 
TENNIS WORLD 
made the 
following 
predictions for 
this year 


German teenager 
Anke Huber will make 
a quiet assault on the 
world’s Top Ten. 


Jimmy Connors will 
come back from wrist 
surgery, play a series 
of exhibitions, take a 
break to commentate 
for NBC at 

Wimbledon, and join 
Team Tennis by 
mid-July 


Expect to see Ivan 
Lendl back in the 
main draw at the 
French Open. He’ll 
then go on to win his 
much-coveted first 
Wimbledon singles 
title. 


Don’t be surprised if 
heavy-hitting, 
hard-working Jim 
Courier uses his big 
forehand to topspin 
his way to the French 
Open final, beating 
last year’s finalist, 
Andre Agassi, along 
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the way. But don’t 
expect Courier to be 
as polite as Michael 
Chang about it. He’ll 
hoot and holler all the 
way to victory. 


Will Stefan Edberg 
and Ivan Lendl 
become the hot new 
doubles team on the 
ATP Tour? Is a Grand 
Slam title in the offing 
for this Dynamic Duo? 


Look for Stefan 
Edberg to pull a 
“Swede” and fall out 
of the Top Ten. He’ll 
admit as countrymen 
Bjorn Borg and Mats 
Wilander did before 
him that reaching No. 
1 wasn’t all it was 
made up to be. 


Look for Pam Shriver 
to enroll in college, 
with an eye toward a 
career in politics. 


A prominent Tove 
doubles’ team will 
finally call it quits 
after what seems like 
an eternity together. 


Andre Agassi and 
Monica Seles will go 
into business 
together, opening a 
chain of hair salons 
called Snip ‘n Duck. 


Ivan Lendl, upon 
announcing that he 
and wife Samantha 
are expecting their 
second child, will 
admit that he likes 
breeding children 
almost as much as he 


likes breeding dogs, 
“Xids are not as 
obedient,” Lendl will 
admit, “but their 
tricks are funnier.” 

Andre Agassi will play 
Wimbledon finally 


come to the rescue. 
Agassi won’t last into 
the second week of 
the tournament, but 
the British fans will 
love him. 


Look for a top tenner 


Fascinating 


sporting 


predictions 


that may 
come true 


retire, once and for 
all. She will not, 
however, climb into 
the stands to hug Hie 
members of her 
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and show up wearing 
white Span-dex under 
his shorts, which the 
All England Club will 
promptly ban. .4gassi 
management firm, 
IMG-which owns the 
marketing rights to 
Wimbledon-will then 


on the women’s tour 
and a top 50 player on 
the men’s tour to fall 
in love. 


Look for Martina 
Navratilova to win a 
tenth Wimbledon 
singles crown and 


oftmaligned but 

much-appreciated 

“coterie.” 


Already angry about 
its second-class 
citizenship in the ITF, 
theWTAdedby 
president Chris Evert) 































Will Stefan Edberg take 
his long time girlfriend 
Annette Olsen to the 
altar, or will she go for 
another Swede? 


will demand-and 
get-its own version of 
the men's $8 million 
Grand Slam Cup. 


Stefan Edberg will 
finally take longtime 
girlfriend Annette 
Olsen to the alter. Or 
will Olsen, who 
previously courted 
Mats Wilander, throw 
a net over yet another 
Swede? 


Carling 

Bassett-Seguso and 
husband Robert are 
awaiting the arrival of 
son Holden’s younger 
brother or sister. Will 
they name the child 
Break Serve so that 
they can introduce the 
children as Holden 
Break Serve? 


Steffi Graf will fall in 
love with a 
welbknown rock 
musician, who will 
take father Peter’s 
place in the friend’s 
box at Wimbledon. 


Boris Becker is mad as 
hell and he’s nut going 
to take it anymore. 
The German is talking 
strike at the U.S. 

Open in September if 
the USTA doesn’t 
rethink its policy of 
playing the finals one 
day after the semis 
instead of allowing for 
a day’s rest, as the 
other Grand Slams do. 
The Super Saturday 
lineup is mandated by 
CBS, which refused to 
renew its TV contract 
unless it could control 
the scheduling of the 
event. “1 am against 
this television 
dictatoriship in 
tennis,” says Becker, 
who is urging all of 
this year’s 

semifinalists to refuse 
to play if things don’t 
change. 















Becker frustrated with 
life and angry with tour 
organisers 
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Predictor W.C HEINZ was a general reporter, 
war correspondent, and sports writer for the 
New York Sun. He is a five—time winner of the 
E.P. Dutton Award for the best magazine sports 
article of the year. He is also the author of five 
books, three involving sports: 

THE PROFESSIONAL, considered by many to be 
the finest novel about boxing ever written; and 
Once They Heard the Cheers, a reminiscent 
revisit with sports heroes of the years 
1945—1965. 

As Homo sapiens continues to grow in height, and 
basketball scores mount commensurably, the 
basket will be raised from 10 ft. to 10 ft. 6 in. 
Games will still be won in the last two seconds, 
but with such comparatively modest scores as 
98 — 97 . 


1992 

Boxing, as the most socially significant of all the 
sporting art forms, will remain, as it has always* v 
been, a refuge for the underprivileged. With the 
decline of prejudice and the advancement of 
social legislation in America, however, most ’ 
world-class boxers, and thus the champions," 
will emerge from the less economically secure 
and less socially ori^ted nations. 


With the decline of American football, its 
progenitor, English rugby, involving as it does 
running with the ball, passing, kicking, and 
tackling with less expense to budgets and bodies, 
will take new root in the US. 

By 1993 

The mass media will be the primary conduit of 
sports entertainment. There will be television 
schedules presenting nothing but sports events, 
sports personalities, sjwrts news, sports training 
techniques, sports equipment, sports 
medicine*lhe total sports television network. . 











By 1893 

SOCCER will lose some of the popularity it has 
enjoyed in recent years, but another sport, the 
age-old English sport of cricket, will become 
popular all over the world. The game will be 
speeded up for American purposes, but it will 
retain some of the leisurely, homespun 
character that has been identified with it in 
^gland British Commonwealth countries 
down through the centuries. 
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Predictor MARTIN ABRAMSON is a former sports 
and feature writer for the New York Herald 
Tribune. He has also done numerous articles on 
sports and other subjects for Playboy. Reader's 
Digest, Cosmopolitan, and Esquire. Mr Abramson 
is the author of seven books. 

A MAJOR international cricket match will be 
held in Yankee Stadium in the fall of 1993. It 
will be so successful that the first professional 
Cricket league will be formed in the US. 

BOXING will enjoy a comeback, with more 
white fighters competing because of the large 




sums offered and because a national 
depression will make it hard for many young 
people to find decent jobs. 

WOMEN’S basketball will continue to gain in 
iwpularity, but it will not match the appeal of 
the male game. For the first time, a woman 
player will be allowed to compete for an entire 
season on a male basketball team. 

THE record for the mile run will go down to 3 
min. and 32 sec. And for the first time a woman 
runner will break 4 min. in running the mile. 

1993-2030 

As electronic video games featuring sports 
become ever more sophisticated and 
advanced, professional leagues will be 
formed. Their members will play games at 
home, competing with others who also play in 
their homes, via electronic and cable 
connections. Since games of this type do not 
require physical skill, but rather mental • 
agility and dexterity, there will arise a new 
breed of sports performers who will not have to 



AT...,, 


















and has been translated into 12 languages. A 
former magazine editor, Mr Fixx has served as 
senior editor of Life, and editor in chief of 
McCall’s. His other books include Games for the 
Superintelligent, Solve It! and Jim Fixx's Second 
Book of Running. 


One third of American workers will bicycle, run, 
or roller-skate to and from work. Major 
American companies will install showers and 
locker rooms and give time off for exercise. 


Exercise will routinely be used to treat drug and 
alcohol addiction and many psychological 
problems, including depression and phobias. 
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A woman will run a marathon in 2:17 


Cigarette smoking will be uncommon. 
Consumption of marijuana and alcohol will be 
down sharply, but use of other psychogenic 
chemicals, including artificial endorphins for 
mood enhancement, will have increased. 

2030 

Jim Fixx, age 98, will compete in his S8th Boston 
Marathon. 
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PATRICK EAGAH 


be physically strong or require constant 
training 

Robots will become so advanced in their 
physical characteristics and their ability to 
perform as "hessians” that American football 
team-s will be made up of these robots. These 
will be directed from the bench by the coach. 

The mile will be run in 3 min. flat by a male 
and a female mark of 3 min. 40 sec. will be set. 

Tennis tournaments will be won by 13-and 
14-year-olds defeating competitors twice 
their age . 

The record price for a yearling racehorse in 
the U.S. will be 4.5 million. 


l)Ii;r AND RI FORM 


Predictor Jim FIXX is the award-\vinning author 
of the bestselling Complete Book of Running, 
which has sold over 1,000,000 copies in hardcover 


RESIST AIR MUSCLE TONER: Picture a tennis racket 
with no throat, a thin, dacron skin instead of 
strings, and a 35-by-25 inch super-kuper-bversize 
hitting area and you Ve grasped the concept of 
this unique wrist, arm and shoulder firm-hp 
device. Just make sure there are no loose papers 
or hairpieces around! 

DOUBLE-LAYER SOCKS: Yeah, we know—what 
could be exciting about socks. Try this: This may 
be the most effective way yet to prevent athlete ’S 
foot and blisters. A company will manufacture 
socks that will wisk away moisture from the 
foot, while the two layer concept reduces friction. 

MIZUHO'S 1991 TENNIS LINE: Better known for 
its baseball gear, Mizuno's tennis rackets, shoes, 
clothing, strings and accessories will be the hit of 
the year. And having Ivan Lendl as corporate 
spokesperson won’t hurt sales either. 

HEAD GRAPHITE FUSION: Borrowing 
technology from tennis rackets and skis. Head 
will come up with a truly innovative tennis shoe. 
The graphite system will provides five times the 
support of steel, and the Traction IVedge 
enhances stability without restricting movement. 













FOCUS 



Even thepresence of stars Hks 
Richards, Grssnidge and Marshall 
isn’t enough to keep the West 
Indian cricket board’s balance 
sheet in the black 


Terry Alderman and 
Bruce Reid struggle 
for form in the 
Caribbean while the 
West Indian cricket 
board’s balance 
sheet moves into the 
red 


WHEN THE GO 




ERE is a question with a bleak answer: are we never going' to have a fiye-Test series 
in the West Indies again? According to Steve Camacho, former Test cricketer and 
presently the executive secretary of the West Indies cricket board, that is more 
than just a distinct possibility. The West Indies board expects its balance sheet to 
show more red than black after the current tour by Australia, and warns that 
future Caribbean tours will be much shorter affairs. 

This comes as something of a shock to the cricketing world, especially when one 
considers two inescapable facts: firstly, that the prospect of a W^t 
Indies—^Australia contest is a promoters* dream come true, especially as both 
teams are currently fighting for the world’s top ranking; and secondly, the fact 
that the present series brought the West Indies board a much-needed funds boost 
of at least $ 320,000 from television rights. 

“I think what we basically have to talk about is that we are no longer a 
five-match country,” said Camacho in Kingston in the first week of March, 
“Regrettably, it’s becoming an inescapable financial fact.” Pressing home the 
point, he claimed that future tours could possibly be restricted to three Tests and 
five one-day internationals in order to minimise losses. 

"Most of our expenses are in hard currency,” said Camacho, “so we are really 
taking a battering. In Jamaica our dollar used to be very strong. Now it’s eight 
dollars to one US dollar. It’s really frightening.” 

It was not the only frightening aspect of the current tour, though. Till the first 
weekend of March, there had been a steady flow of cricketers to hospitals, with a 
total of 17 surgical stitches needed on both sides of the dressing rooms. Strangely, 
though, it was the home team that came under heavy fire from the touring 
bowlers. The opening day of the first Test in Kingston saw the West Indies 
frontline batsmen come under fire against pace bowling, the same weapon that has 
proved their main asset against international batsmen over the past two decades. 
And on the subject of fast bowling; For Terry Alderman, hero of two Ashes 
campaigns in England, life is considerably more complicated on West Indian soil 
than anywhere else in the cricketing world. Alderman is part of the Australian 
touring team, yet has hardly made an impression in the Caribbean. 

He has three ambitions to fulfil before he hangs up his bowling boots. Alderman 
wants to play a major role in the 1992 World Cup. for, amazing though it might 
seem, he has never played a World Cup match for his country. Sixjondly, he wants 
to play a Test against India, another feat he has never achieved in a distinguished 
career. And thirdly, he wants to cover himself with glory on West Indies soil. 

Less than two years ago, Alderman was the toast of the Ashes series, 
spearheading the 1989 Ashes victory against the out-gunned Englishmen, who 
had more captains in that series than England has had monarchs in the entire 
20th century. No man in the history of this game had ever taken 40 wickets twice 
(yes, twice) in an Ashes series before Alderman re-wrote the history books. 

The Alderman legend has its genesis in Ashes contests, where the West 
Australian swing bowler has been a consistently illustrious performer, yet he has 
never made his mark on the Caribbean islands. Thus, the man whose swing 
bowling played the major role in the 1989 Ashes victory, is reduced to a virtual net 
bowler on the current tour, a bowler whose only hope of breaking through to the 
Test side is if the other strike bowlers suffer an injury. 

Now 34, Alderman toured the West Indies in 1984 but was dropped fbr the last 
two Tests of that five-match Test sei-ies. Alderman wbw not iiyured, he was 
dropped simply because of lack of form. He had taken only four wickets at the 
average of 92 runs apiece. 

This man could probably walk unrecognised through the ihain street of 
Barbados. The challenge for Alderman on West Indies pitches is greater than 
anywhere else in the world, because the pitch surfaces just do not suit his style of 
bowling. To add to his problems on this tour, he was laid low by a stomach virus 
which affected both his tour preparation as well as his short-term prospects. 

As well, with the other Australian fast bowlers playing to the sort'of level that 
only Australian fans could have dreamed of, Alderman’s chimees receded even 
further. The virus was the last straw. “I lost a stone in weight in a week,” ho said. “I 
wasn't prepared for major cricket and the other blokes were dmng well, so 
suddenly I was out of contention for the one-dayers, as well as the opening Test. 

“And it doesn’t get any easier. I am now ready,to fire when I get the opportunity 






























but on this sort of tour the only opportunity is a rare one. Unless you do really well 
enough in the warmup games to force your way into the Test team, the tour will 
have gone before you even get started. 

“It is especially disappointing because I wanted to prove I could do well here after 
the 1984 tour. The whole thing is most frustrating. It is difficult watching the 
boys and thinking how much you would like to be out there, although watching 
them doing so well is also a tonic. ’’ 

Yet, at the time of writing, Alderman’s grand total for the West Indies tour was 
no more than 17 overs, bowled in the first tour game. And unless someone 
suddenly loses form, drastically or one of the fast men is injured. Alderman will 
return home without having added to that tally. 

Life has also been hard for lanky leftarm fast bowler Bruce Reid. Since he made a 
comeback from what looked like being, a career-threatening back injury, he took 13 
wickets in the Melbourne Test against England, before suffering, with a strained 
back once more in the West Indies. 

Reid’s back injury kept him out of cricket for 18 months, yet after he had made 
his comeback in December 1990 against the touring Englishmen, he was soon to 
suffer once more. An ankle injury ruled him out of the second innings against 
England in the Adelaide Test. He was ruled out of the Perth Test by a virus, and 
then painful spasms in his back ruled him out of early games in the West Indies, 
after the beanpole fast bowler had spent several hours on the flights to the West 
Indies. Not yet 28, Reid is now the number four bowler in the squad, behind Craig 
McDermott, Merv Hughes and Mike Whitney. 

Those doubters in the Australian cricketing fraternity who wondered at the 
inclusion of Whitney in the first, place must be glad that the presence of another 
left -armer will pose a suitable threat to the West Indian batsmen, even if Reid does 
not play another Test on this tour. Why take two left-arm bowlers, carped the 
critics. In retrospect, it’s just as well the selectors picked Whitney to back up his 
fellow southpaw, Reid. 

David McMahon, Melbourne 
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g hen Graham Gooch’s XI were nearly 
m obliterated Down Under by Allan Border’s XI, it 
W was the nadir for English cricket. Never in the 
' recent history of the game, was an English team 
subject to such humiliation on foreign soil. The 
experts and the custodiaiis of the game, suddenly 
sat up straight and realised that if England was 
to figure again in cricket’s supremacy, some new 
blood would have to be infused. Some new 
batsmen, who could once again bestow England 
with a pride that now belongs to the folklore of 
the game. 

One name that immediately comes to mind, 
when one thinks of batting talent, is the 
prodigious Zimbabwean-bom, Graeme Hick. A 
batsman who, with his mesmeric style of batting, 
has impressed the selectors enough to give him a 
chance this English summer, against the touring 
Caribbeans. 

1988 was the year when Hick announced his 
presence to the world. That was the year when he 
demonstrated that many faceted game of his by 
scoring a magnificent 405 against Somerest. A 
score that stillvstands as the highest individual 
tally in first class cridket this century, in 
England. That day Archie McLaren’s record of 
424, barely escaped obliteration. 

That was also the year when Hick, with a knock 
of 172. orchestratedtheWest Indies pace battery, 
changing their tune and rhythm on many an 
occasion. The same knock taking him past the 
epochal 1,000 runs in first class cricket. A rather 
taken aback, Viv Richards admitted that he had 
not witnessed many innings of such calibre. 


Well, it surely does not need 172 
odd runs to make out that Hick is 
good batting material. The ease 
with which he swings the bat, the 
elegance with which he comes 
behind, the ball, and the finesse 
with which he executes his shot, 
leaves little to be spoken about. 

His willow says it all. 

For a man who has achieved so 
much at a tender age, for a man 
who is referred to as the batting- 
prodigy of the decade (Tendulkar 
may disagree). Hick comes 
across as a modest and very down 
to earth person. “I really do not 
know how good I am as a 
batsman. Nor do I think my 
technique is always perfc*ct. I just 
go to the wicket when my turn 
comes and try to play as naturally 
as I can. As far as records and 
achievements are cxinccrned, well, 
1 do not even bother about them.” 
says Hick. He surely does not have 
to bother much, the records just 
go down like nine pins. 

The years of waiting in the 
shadows, waiting for recognition, 
waiting to don English colours, 
seems to be over at last. It’s time 
for Hick to emerge out of 
darkness and prove to the world 
that he can do the things expected 
of him. 

Come summer and Hick will be 
on the bandwagon, trying to 
revive the sagging morale of 
English cricket, knowing fully 
well what he is getting into. The 
pressu re to impress, the pressure 
for tall scores will be always there. 
Hick admits, “I’ll just try to stick 
it out and see what happens. It 
will be like starting all over again 
for me. Everything I’ve done 
before will mean nothing.” 

So over to Graeme Hick, and the 
English summer. 

HarMhPMidya 


















I Laughed at, ridiculed and I 
I underestimated, the 
42*year’0ld former champ gets 
a shot at the world title on April 
19th. A look at the boxer turned 
overweight preacher turned 
world heavyweight contender. 

Foreman is also looking 
beyond Evander Holyfieid...his 
sights are on Mike Tyson 
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Boxing with a kid in front of the 
American flag 
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AajiM&va deilicaciesi& ^ust^ 
Chali tbeBevereiidOeori^ . < , 

foiieatfUQ aad when he ^lad pid: 
intray everything there vnae to.put 
away, there was stitla little pli^ 
left for abit here and there before 
he rolled into his Cadillac and 
drove home to family and Bible. 
Finally, he ended up weighing a 
.retnarkable 175kgs and wsf the 
roundest preacher ever. Gkx»ge 
Foreman served his congregation 
tor nine years. It is not quiteolear 
whether he was given new 
directions from above, but . 
suddenly he looked at the ^ >■ 
American boxing scene and saw 
that it was not good, not good at 
all. And then he rode Cod's 
oppc«ition. 

Seriously, fatty decided to make 
a comeback. In the Ibxan heat, he 
managed to lose more pounds 
than what some normal people 
iVeigh. He raced uphill and 
downhill-backwards and forward. 
He went to the gym and hit a 
leather bag. And finally he did 
some skipping. 

Then he sparred round after 
round and proved that although 
he had forgotten a lot, he did not 
forget ever^hing he knew about 
this noble art of self-defen^. And 
he did the ultimate self-sactiflce: 
he ignored Big Macs and frips 
except for breakfast and.began to 
eat the minimum: 12, eggs, only. 
Big George was a mature 38 when 
he interpreted God’s word i^ew 
and went back to his old nhitine. 
Ot course, he was laughekis.V-38! 
Ha, 'Is the man potty? Did George 
went to become champ of the 
grandfather’s league? Popularise 
:boxing with senicn^ Boxipg as 
therapy? 

But Foreman thot^ht 
differently. He wanted something 
entirWy different,. T want ^Vaon’ 
theBeverend George Poretoan 
jaaldquiteseriou^.^nti^ugh . 
t;i:^^tire work! huighed,ahd then 
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ca^r. But 




tittle about boxing. 

It was suffioieDt Clmt hisi f 
OTptmmats gTlmaped b^Spijie 
flints, andcouldhwr 
withlii;nitni 


Porsmm (toft) on hit comotwek 
ferial knocks witOarry Coonay In 
onaofhiaaariyilghts 



wins through blows thatevanw . 
half-blind man could a^d but: i 
meanwhile, back in the ‘&ey 
all'talk about the inevitaliie f^^t 
between George Fbreman.and 
Ircaa Mike Tyson. And the way' ( 
Tyson beat Ruddook,the auragexy v 
is back again iithisax-Mi^. r 
TTnleaa Iron Mike agrae# to fight r" 

the first five rounds handji^ffed^ 
theromightbea maasacto. , i 
•Bui never^less, there is 
something fascinating about the . 
fight between the Reverend 
George Foreman and Tyson, 
young enough to be his son. Why 
not label war of the . 

generailone? Dad agalfst the ^> 
baddest kid? perhaps Im ndghtd^ 

. a bit of reading from the Bible - 





















N F.VER in the recent hislo 
r>' of l>oxin {4 has one 
umie acnjss a more 
imposing personality 
than that of Mike Tyson. 

Mm then he changed. Ty.son the 
i hampion became Ty.son the arro¬ 
gant. And I'yson the arrogant lx?ca- 
me l y.son the vanquished 
When a man called Buster 
Douglas hurtled him down from 
the pinnacle of glory. the 
invincibility had at last been ero- 
deil. The world in general and 
Ty.son in particulanealised that 
even he i ould lx; defeated. I-rom 
the height ol glory Tysi»n was rele¬ 
gated Uj the ranks of an ordinary 
fighter. The previous wins no lon¬ 
ger counted, and he realised that it 
he was ever to ivimmand the .same 
lespecl that he did once, then he 
would have to light his way back to 
ihe top .And so it was with a venge¬ 
ance that Ty.son .started training tor 
his light with Donovan 'Razor' 
Kuikk nk. 

This \ engeance, this anger that 
was gnawing at his insides drove 
him to itirture his body during prac¬ 
tice .se.ssions. .‘Knd he sfi.ired no 
words, when it came to his inten 
lions "1 w.tni to kill him. Thar's 
what I want to do, kill him. Ab.so- 
lutely There is no point in elabora¬ 
ting What 1 said is what I meant. 
That IS what 1 \sant to do." he .said a 
(evt days tx iore his tight 
The ignominy ol the deleal 
must have remmdeil Tv.son ol his 
murkier past past, when he was a 
no one ilesuddenlv I h‘c.i me cyni¬ 
cal of the other boxers, "I repre.seni 
a whole ditferenr class Other 
boxers ,ire IkrllywtHxi guys They 
won I help anybody. They don't 
he.ii peoples’ cries 1 n’pre.senf the 
tippn-ssed, white or black." Elabora¬ 
ting lunher he revealed hitherto 
unknown facets alxxit him.sclf,"! do 
things, like spi-nding time w-ith the 
haiidKapped. I wipe their mouths, 
there's the feeling of involvement 
and 1 enioy it ." A far cry from the 1 
give a damn' im.ige that he had culti¬ 
vated (iver the ye.irs But then in a 
char.icieri.stic 'Tvson drawi he eonti- 


TYSON VS RUDDOCK 


Gladiator 

Rematch 


nues, "But I’m no angel. If you rip 
into me, III rip into you, That is 
vvhat makes Mike Ty.son That's the 
Tire in nx'" 

And it was this fire in him that 
kepi pnxlding him on, kept goad 
ing at him, reminiling him that he 
was no longer the king He also 
realised that his light was not gene¬ 
rating the ma.ss intt rest that it used 
to evoke in the not too distant pa.si 
His was |ust another tight, people 
were saving up their dollats to 
vsatch the happening', the fight bet¬ 
ween Holytiekl and Foreman. The 
Ty.son light was )u.st anotlier event 

Milt even before the fighters enter¬ 


ed the ring, the fight had already 
tx'gan, outside Ruddock's group 
were not too pleaseil with having 
Richard Sti'ele supemse the* fight 
"The rea.son advanced- "He (.Steele) 
IS too close to Don King. It is no 
secret The problem we have with 
Steele is that he may slop the fight 
loo soon We want him to give us 
the Ix'nelil ol the cloubi." .said 
Murad .Muhammed, Ruddock's pro- 
motor 'I'his inimecliaiely whipped 
up a conlroveisy and prompted the 
(diaiiman of the Nevad.i t.ommis- 
sion to retaliate. "Richard is a god - 
k’aring man. II he is the No 1 refe¬ 
ree in the world it s Ix'cause of the 


The slinging match is on. Tyson vs Ruddock at a 
Press conference. 















SOCCER SPECIAL 


I T Is g-enerally agreed that 
fcxitball has never been so fast, 
yet look at the success this 
season of the over-30s. 

How could 34-year-olds such as 
Bryan Robson of Manchester 
United and (Jordon Strachan of 
Leeds United have reasonably 
been expected to do as much as 
they have for their clubs—and 
even for their countries? 

Or is any midfield player doing 
better than Bernd Schuster, who 
seems to have haw3, at 31, a new 
lease of life with Atletico Madrid? 

With this in mind, how right 
Kenny Dalglish seems to have 
been to have paid suddenly and 
unexpectedly E650,000 for the 
31-year-old Scottish attacker, 
David Speedie. 


youngster with West Bromwich 
Albion, a recurring dislocation of 
the shoulder which ruined his 
1986 Mexican World Cup. hernia 
operations and Achilles tendon 
trouble (which caused him to leave 
the 1990 World Cup) last year. 

Yet. Robson keeps bouncing 
back to such an extent that 
Graham Taylor, the new England 
manager, gave him a run against 
the Cameroons because he felt he 
had to make up his mind whether 
Robson would figure in his plans. 

It would be idle to pretend that 
Robson, at 34 and after all those 
appalling misfortunes, can be still 
the same explosive playei' as he 
was in earlier years. 

Yet to his great credit he still 
does his best to pop up 





For without him. the team 
embraced a gi imly defensive 
. policy, and did not have a single 
shot to trouble David Seaman, in 
the England goal. 

Strachan, the red-headed Scot, 
deep outside-right or central 
mid-fielder, who made his name 
long ago with Aberdeen, has 
especially astonished me. 

Strachan has enormous 
self-discipline, trains very hard, 
watches his diet—in other words, 
looks after himself. 

Biyaii Robson, for years his 
team-mate in midfield at Old 
Trafford, has (lerhaps a more 
exuberant lifestyle Moreover, his 
whole career has been cursed with 
a seemingly endless succession of 
injuries. 

He suffered two broken legs as a 

Bryait Robson: bouncing back 
Into the reckoning 






Gordon Strachan: aatoniahing 

extraordinary. There have been 
temptations over the years to see 
him as one of the g'reat lost talents 
of football. 

Cruelly injured playing for 
Barcelona at Bilbao by the 
notorious Basque defender 
Goiochea, Schuster skimped on 
his rehabilitation exci-cises. was 
out for over a year, ai-gued with 
Barcelona in court, and found a 
billet at Real Madrid before being 
discarded by them last summer. 

That might have seemed the end 
of the road to the blond, well-built 
midfielder, such an exciting force 
in the West German team which 
won the European Championsirp 
in Italy in 1980. 

But those of us who thought he 
had slowed down and was 
something of a midfield luxury 
were given the lie when Atletico 
signed him. 

Football has certainly grown 
faster and faster Yet. 40 years 
ago you c;ould hoar the complaint 
that it was too fast for its own 
good. 


Devastating 


By BRIAN GLANVILLE 


It would be idle to 
pretend that Robson, at 
34, can be still the same 
explosive player as he 
was earlier. Yet, to his 
great credit, he still 
does his best to pop up 
in the penalty area and 
strike dangerously for 
goal 



unexpectedly in the penalty area 
and strike dangerously for goal. 

Roger Milla may. ill advisedly 
and disappointingly, have refused 
to play for Cameroon against 
England at Wembley. 

But last year in the World Cup. 
at the age of 38. he was possibly 
the mc'st effective striker in a 
goal-stricken toui'nameni. 
scoring the kind of goals which a 
man 20 years younger would have 
been proud to get. tne reward for 
power, pace and quickness of 
reaction, mentally and physically. 

You might even say that in some 
perverse way, Milla's absence 
from the Wembley match 
increased his reputation, showed 
as clearly as could be his massive 
importance to a Cameroon side 
which was the grand surprise of 
the World Cup. 

Schuster’s form is also 


And hear the assertion of 
veteran players such as Pat 
Beasley of ^Iham. once an 
England winger, that it was 
actually easier than ever to play if 
you j ust used your head. 

You have only to look at clips 
from ga mes of the 19508 to know 
that soccer today is immeasurably 
quicker than it was. yet still the 
veterans survive And not only 
because they can use their heads; 
they seem to be able to use their 
legs as well. 

Roger Milla S legs are 
something of a physiological 
marvel, the muscular has 
fascinated even famous athletics 
coaches. But if Milla may be the 
exception that proves the rule, 
what of Strachan. Schuster, 
Robson? 

Life now seems to begin for 
sbecer'b thirtysomethings. • 












liltcrostiiifj' snippets Irom llif vvoi'ld incdi:i thid we normally don 1 pel to liear about. 


GOD TO SERVE 


W ’VE heard ofspoi t 
beiiiK'nKKlified to 
suit the ehanyiny times, 
but relif'-ion ix-iuH 
aet.-om iiv< )da ti ve enough 
to suit si-joftinR- whims 
and I'anc-ies? Now, that’s 
sometliing new Well, 
Minnesota, USA. 
reeentl,y eame aeross an 
example when some ads 
appeared in the loeal 
newspapers there 'I’he 
visual a putting green 
and a eaption below that 
read Is this where you 
sjiend your Su nday 
mon lings”'’ 

Brainchild ol Rev 
George Martin, an 
Episcopalian minister, 
the advertisement sure 
made the golling 
enthusiasts a bit guilty. 
And for tho.se who 
wished to Ik; redeemed, 
he offered aspoeial 5 f)m 
■golfers sfxieial service’. 

The idea sure is 
catching on in 
Minnesota and the 
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and diew'jng gurn. But 
recently this American 
custom has been 
receiving- flak. 

Commissioner of the 
game. Fay Vincent, 
ordered the ban of 
smokeless tobae<-o in 
four lesser leagues with 
a view of a much wider 
ban 111 future. The rule 
applies to the players, 
coaches, umpires and 
managers 

Done with an 
intentK'ii to reduce 
minith cancer and other 
gum discasi's. the 
decision how ever, has 
not been received too 
well Said Eddie Walt, 
coai'h of the Hiadentun 
team [ am nut sure 


numbers for the 
‘services are swelling as 
ovi'ry week goes by. 


UP IN SMOKE 


WMAGINKtheUSof 
I America without 
baseball Or Mtcir .still, 
iiiiagine basf‘hall 
without tobacco The 
question that comes up 


\\\\/, 


: 




pNO 

CHEWING 

TOBACCO. 

80 ' 
d aAY BAa| 


is what does baseball 
have to do with tobacco? 
Baseball and chewing 
tobacco have gone hand 
in hand ever since the 
inception of the game. 
Slugs of tobacco and 
packets of snuff weiv 
always made available 
for players in club 
houses, alongwith fruit 


baseball has the right to 
dicta to a person 's 
habits'. 

Some persons sure 
cannot take good advice. 


AND NOW 
AEROBALL 


F or those of you who 
freak out on 
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volleyball or basketball, 
and don’t have the time 
to frequent a court, 
here’s a contraption 
designed by an English 
firm Playsport. Invented 
in the United States of 
America, and now 
currently being 
introduced in England, 
this contraption looks 
like a tent witli baskets 
to put the ball in. 

The netting is 
fireproof, and the whole 
enclosure 5m high and 
4m in diameter, is 
supported on 
aluminium poles and as 
the makers claim, 
combines the best of 
volleyball, basketball 
and trampolining. 

The bad news for those 
of you who are 
interested in the 
product, is that it is now 
being sold only by mail 
order, and the name of 
the game before we 
finish off—Aeroball. 


A FURLONG RACE 


I N times of global 
I'ceessum, making 
money us eertainly not 
theeasii’sl of jobs. But a 
certain punter, who 
goes by the name of Not’l 
Furlong, ama.sseci 
enough wealth in a 
couple t)f days to settle a 
$900,000debt with 
British Custonus and 
Excise, and furl hei- paid 
offa $900,000 bail 
forfeit The jackpot he 
hit a. horse called 
Dostriero 
At the Cheltenham 
races, bookies were 
accepting btits us Ihgh a.s 
$116,000 on the above 
mentUmed hoi so. The 
horse, not surprisingly, 
was owned by one 
Elizabeth Furlong, and 
the owners raked in a 
cxxil $5.5 million after 
the races. 

To Mr Furlong (or Big 


Noel as he is known in 
the circuit), gambling 
was a vice that he 
developed quite early in 
his life Starting off in 
Belfast’s dark betting- 
houses. he moved on to 
the greyhound tr(icks 
and finally graduated to 
the racing track. Then, 
to avoid the IT 
authorities, he set up a 
carpet import business 
and before long the 
balance sheet s of t he 
firm showed huge 
profits In 1985 he was 
finally grabbed by the IT 
autlioritics and charged 
with a $2 8 million tax 
fraud 

Surprise of surprises, 
withma few days he 
lumped bail and set a 
Bntish-i-ecord of failing 
toturn up incourt to 
answer 15 cliarges of 
evading tax on clu'ap 
imports 

Maybe tins has 
something todo with the 
faci that he was the 
{.Hiker champion of 
iroland at ope time' 

From poker to horse 
racing, our Mr, Furlong 
has sure t raver.sed long 


MONEY ON 
THE TABLE 


A FAMOUS name 
figured as one ol t he 
recipients of I he 
Maliarastra Ga urav 
Purashkar award and 
the name whipiieii up a 
controversy of sorts. 

The name that of one ot 
the scions of the Baja) 
empire Niraj Bajaj. 
Exeeut i ve dii'ector of 
Mukaiid Steel (the 
country’s largest 
producer of spjecialised 
steel), he did not receive 
the award for lus 
business acumen 
though. The award was 
conferred on him in 
recognition of his 


contribution to the game 
of table tennis in the 
State. 

The story is that iie. 
top table tennis player in 
the country from 
1970-77 during which 
he was the singles 
champion for 4 years 
and the captain cf the 
Indian team from 
1975-’77. has not lifted a 
table tennis racquet for 
the past decade But lie 
has always been a close 
follower of t he game. 

And be realised that 
Indian sports could not 
do well in the 
international arena diu- 
to the paucity of funds 
And as a benevolent 
gesture on his part he 
has started a trust with 
the Rs 1 lakh he lias 




received from the award. 

His aim to provide for 
needy sportsmen and 
women young and 
old - starting with table 
tennis players.’ 

With a few more 
magnanimous 
magnates like him in tlie 
country. Indian sjxirt i.s 
sure bound to look up. 
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7 West Indies vs Ausiraile 3rd 
Test (Trinidad). Bihar State 
tennis finals (Patna): Bordoloi 
trophy (Guwahati), National A 
Chess (Pondicherry); Indian 
Open tennis (Bombay). 


Australia vs West Indies 
IfcBoard XI (Barbados): 
Japan Open tennis Finals 
(Tokyo). US Masters Golf (Au¬ 
gusta). FA Cup semi tinals, 
Arsenal vs Tottenham Hotspur 
(Wembley), and Nottingham 
Forest vs West Ham United 
(Villa Park); Commonwealth 
table tennis championships 
(Nairobi); Pans marathon. 


0|: Finals of Asian club Vol- 
Mlteyball (Hiroshima); Finals 
of 10th Commonwealth TT 
(Nairobi); London marathon for 
men and woman; Heritage 
Classic golf (HIHon Head); Sait 
Nagjee football (Calicut); Final 
of Bandodkar football tourna¬ 
ment (Goa); West Indies vs Au¬ 
stralia 4th Test (Barbados) 1st 
Federation Cup Hockey 
(Lucknow! 



OQ. 41st World T T (Chiba. 
MOjapan), Madrid Open Golf 
(Madrid). Greater.Gxaiansboro-' 
Open GolflGreensboro), 46th 
Sr. Natl. Cycling (Bombay), 
Sait Nagjee Football (Calicut), 
Monte Carlo Open Tennis Fin¬ 
als (Monte Carlo), Sub-Junior 
Hockey Nationals (Chandi¬ 
garh), West Indies Vs Australia 
Sth Test (St John's, Antigua). 


L Australia vs Windles Under 
3 XI (St. Vincents); Bihar 
State tennis championship 
(Patna). Bordoloi football tro¬ 
phy (Guwahati): Beighton Cup 
hockey (Calcutta); National A 
Chess tournament (Pon¬ 
dicherry) 


8 . Japan Open tennis 
(Tokyo); Bordoloi trophy 
(Guwahati); lsl Standard Char¬ 
tered Indian Open tennis 
championships for men and 
women (Bombay); National A 
Chess (Pondicherry) 


Australia vs West Indies 
luBoard XI (Barbados), 
Commonwealth T T (Nairobi). 
Boston marathon (BostonV. 
Finals of Bordoloi trophy 
(Guwahati) 


09 - SBit Nagjee football 
6w(Calicut). Monte Carlo 
Open tennis championships 
(Monte Carlo); Western Indian 
tennis championships (Bom¬ 
bay). 1st Federation Cup Hock¬ 
ey (Lucknow) 


OA; 41st World T.T. (Chiba, 
Mtfjapan), Munich Open 
Tehnii(Munich). Sait Na^ee 
Football (Calicut). Sub-Junior 
Hockey Natls. (Chandigarh). 
West Indies Vs Australia, Sth 
Test (St. John's, Antigua). 


2 Australia vs Windies Under 
23 XI (St Vincent); Bihar 
State tennis championship 
(Patna), Final of Beighton Cup 
hockey tournament (Calcutta); 
Bordoloi trophy (Guwahati); 
National A Chess tournament 
(Pondicherry) 


9 : West Indies vs Australia 
3rd Test (Trinidad): Japan 
Open tennis (Tokyo); Bordoloi 
trophy (Guwahati), Indian 
Open tennis (Bombay); Nation¬ 
al A Chess (Pondicherry) 


I A: 10th Commonwealth T T 
lU(Nairobi): Australia vs 
Board President's XI (Barba¬ 
dos): Pondicherry State tennis 
championships 


99 - Sait Nagjee football 
MO(Calicut).' Monte Carlo 
tennis (Monte Carlo): Western 
Indian tennis (Bombay); West 
Indies vs Australia 4th Test 
(Barbados); 46th Sr National 
Cycling (Bombay). 1st Federa¬ 
tion Cup Hockey (Lucknow) 


OA: 4l8t. T.T. ('.hiba, 
OUJapan), Munich Open 
Tennis (Munich), Sait Nagjee 
Football (Calicut), Sub-Junior 
--Mot^ Natls. (Chandigarh). 


Q; Bordoloi trophy (Guwahati): 
WBihar State tennis cham¬ 
pionship (Patna); National A 
Chess (Pondicherry) 


1A' Indies vs Australia 
lUsrd Test (Trinidad); Japan 
Open tennis (Tokyo); Bordoloi 
trophy (Guwahati); Indian 
Open tennis (Bombay); Final 
round of National A Chess 
tournament (Pondicherry) 


^* 7 : 10th Commonwealth T T 
If (Nairobi), Pondicherry ten¬ 
nis, Asian Club volleyball 
championships (Hiroshima); 
7th Asian Freestyle Wrestling 
championshios (Delhi! 


9 A Sait Nagjee football 
M^fCalicut); Monte Carlo 
tennis (Monte Carlo); West In¬ 
dies vs Australia 4th Test (Bar¬ 
bados) Western India tennis 
(Bombay); 46th Sr. Natl. Cycl¬ 
ing (Bombay). 1st Federation 
Cup Hockey (Lucknow). 



















































THORSDAY 


4 European weightlifting 
championships tor men and 
Woman (Portugal). Bordolot 
Trophy (Guwahati): Bihar State 
tennis (Patna), National A 
Chess (Pondicherry). 


n - Japan Open tennis 
(Tokyo), Bordoloi trophy 
(Guwahati). US Masters Golf 
(Augusta): Indian Open tennis 
(Bombay) 


•IQ. 10 th Commonwealth T T 
lO(Nairobi): Pondicherry ten¬ 
nis, MCI Heritage Classic Golf 
(Hilton Head Island); Asian 
club volleyball (Hiroshima): 7th 
Asian freestyle Wrestling 
(Delhi). 


South American Club 
Cup volleyball for men 
(Sao Paulo). Madrid Opdh Golf 
(Madnd), Greater Greensboro 
Open Golf (Greensboro), 41st 
World Table Tennis Cham¬ 
pionships (Chiba, Japan), 46th 
Sr. Nan. Cycling Chps. (Bom¬ 
bay), Sait Nagjee Football 
(Catot), 1st Federation Cup 
hockey (Lucknow). Monte Car¬ 
lo Open Tennis (Monte Carlo). 


C. West Indies vs Australia 
tfSrd Test (Trinidad): Euro¬ 
pean weightlifting cham¬ 
pionships (Portugal); Bibar 
Slate tennis (Patna); Bordoloi 
trophy (Guwahati): National A 
Chess (Pondicherry). Indian 
Open tennis (Bombay). 


SATDRDAY 


|0 Japan Open tannis 
XW(Tokyo), Bordoloi trophy 
(Guwahati), US Masters Golf 
(Augusta); Indian Open tennis 
(Bombay) 


IQ 10th Commonwealth T.T 
Itl(Nalrobl): Aslan Club vol¬ 
leyball (Hiroshima): Pondicher¬ 
ry tennis: Heritage Classic golf 
(Hilton Head); Finals of 7lh 
Asian freestyle Wrestling (De¬ 
lhi); Sait Nagiee Football 
tournament (Calicut). West In¬ 
dies vs Australia 4th Test 
(Bridgetown, Barbados) 


Ofi: South American Club 
MVCup volleyball (Sao 
Paulo), Madrid Open Golf 
(Madrid), Greater Greensboro 
Open Golf (Greensboro), 4l8l 
world T.T. (Chiba, Japan), 46th 
Sr. Natl. Cycling (Bombay), 
Sait Nagjee Football (Calicut), 
1st Federation Cup Hockey 
(Lucknow). Monte Carlo Open 
Tennis (ktonte Carlo). 


I*' West Indies vs Australia 
Osrd Test (Trinidad); Euro¬ 
pean Weightlifting (Portugal): 
Bihar State tennis (Patna): Bor¬ 
doloi trophy (Guwahati) : World 
Cup Rowing (San Diego): 
National A Chess (Pondicher¬ 
ry); Indian Open tennis 
(Bombay) 


IQ Australia vs West Indies 
lOBoard XI (Barbados): 
Japan Open tennis. US Mas¬ 
ters Golf (Augusta). Finals of 
Indian Open tennis (Bombay) 


QA: 10th Commonwealth 
mUt.T (Nairobi). Asian club 
volleyball (Hiroshima); Pon¬ 
dicherry tennis, Heritage Clas¬ 
sic golf (Hilton Head) ; ^it Nag¬ 
iee Football (Calicut), West In¬ 
dies vs Australia 4th Test (Bar¬ 
bados) 1st Federation Cup 
Hockey at Lucknow: 


Qf7: Final df 1st Federation 
Ml Cup Hockey (Lucknow), 
South American Club Cup Vol¬ 
leyball (Sao Paulo), Madrid 
Open Golf (Madrid), Greater 
Greensboro Open Golf 
(Greensboro), 41st World T.T. 
(Chiba, Japan). 46th Sr. Natl. 
Cycling (Bombay), Salt Nagjee 
Football (Calicut), Monte Carlo 
Open Tennis (Monte Carlo), 
Sub-Junior Hockey Nationals 
(Chandigarh), West Indies Vs 
Australia. 5th Test (St. John's 
Antigua). 


OTHER EVENTS; 


European 

Champions Cup semis, Spartak 
Mos(»w Vs Marseilles (France) and 
Bayern Munich Vs Red Star 
(Belgrade). European Cup Winners 
Cup semis, Legia Warsaw vs 
Manchester United and Barcelona vs 
Juventus. UEFA Cup semis, Roma Vs 
Brondby (Denmark), Sporting Lisbon 
Vs inter Milan. All l st leg matches on 
April 10 and 2nd leg matches on April 
24. Rumbelows Cup Final At Wembley 
on April 21. Men's Federation Cup 
Basketball, Thrissoor, March 31 to Aprfl 
6.3rd All India Bhairab Chandra 
Mohanty Memorial Gold Cup Hodtey . 
Tournament, Cuttack, April 1—12. ITF 
World Veterans Tennis 
Champtonships, Perth, April 17—24. 
Bandodkar Football Tournament, Goa; 
April 6—21. 


RADIO: 


Running commentary in Hindi r,i( 

and English of 1 st Federation Cuo r ! 
(Hockey) Final on April 27. Reports on AiU 
Freestyle Wrestling, April 17—19, . 


TELEVISION: 


Live telecast of Asian , - J 

Freestyle Wrestling, April 17—19, Final 
of Mian Open Tennis at Bombay, on >| 
April 14 and final of 1st Federation Cup J 
Hockey on April 27. .1 





































NATIO NAL GYMNASTICS CHAMPIONSHIPS 

BALANC ING 

Just like any other low priority sport in India, 
gymnastics too is given the step-motherly treatment 



A ll over the world, gymnastics is 

considered the mother of all sport, but 
in India it usually receives 
step-motherly treatment. This was 
amjsly evident in the recent 33rd 
National Gymnastics championships 
at Delhi’s Indira Gandhi Stadium. There was no 
television coverage, no razzmatazz. SAI bigwigs, 
sporting bureaucrats and politicians perenially at 
the helm of power in national sixirts associations 
were conspicuously missing at the Gymnastics 
Nationals. An apt indication of the warped priorities 
of our sporting officials. 

The leading gymnasts of India lamented the lack 
of support, follow-up and facilities for this vital 
sport. Former all-round men’s champion Ratan 
Debnath of the Railways rightly said, "Motivation is 
a problem, as besides the Nationals intensive 
competitions are few and we get no international 
exposure.” Sadly, in many States, even the required 
apparatus is missing. 

The plight of vivacious 19-year-old Krupali Patel, 
sums up the dilemma of Indian gymna.sts. All round 
women's champion for two successive years, 

Krupali rationalised her predicament. “Two years 
ago, I won all five individual gold medals. Ixist year 
I won two gpld medals and in this Nationals.just one 
gold medal In the flixir exercises. I did better earlier, 
as at my alma mater the Motilal Nehru School of 
Sports, Rai. practice facilities were excellent. After 
finishing school. I returned to Bhavnagar in 
Gujarat and joined the NC women’s college Sadly, 
my hometown does not have a gymnasium or bars 
or proper equipment. I practise on makeshift 
equipment outdoors and so am unable to maintain . 
my standai’d.” 

Krupali Patel, who enjoys listening to Western 
hard rock music and reading the novels of Thomas 
Hardy and D.H. Lawrence, started at the right age, 
three-years-old. She spent five years at Rai and 
developed rapidly under the watchful tutelage of 
coach Sarbir Singh. An ardent admirer of Nadia 
Comaneci, Yelena Shushunova and Olga Korbut, 
Krupali has the ambition to become international 
class. However, lack of facilities is frustrating her 
talent. A case of the loneliness of the talented 
gymnast. Hers is not an isolated case but the norm. 
Many gymnasts had similar complaints. 

Champion Shipra Jana doing tha horaa vauK 
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Onkar Singh, the organising secretary said, "we 
have to organise the nationals with the government 
allowance of Rs 75,000, because sponsorship is 
missing. We would like the SAI to adopt gymnastics 
like archery, as it would uneai'th talent. Still 1 feel, 
there is an improvement of standards with a greater 
depth in men’s gymnastics.” A revealing analysis 
For instance, in the six apparatus titles, only 
Vikas Sabherwal (Punjab) on the pommel hoi se and 
parallel bars and Ratan Debnath on the horizontal 
bars retained their titles A. Dutta of Services won 
his first national title on the vaulting horse. Hajosh 
Kumar the newly crowned all round champion also 
won the Roman Rings and Debangshu Das (who was 
awarded an Indian record of 9 90 points in the team 
championships on the vaulting horse) annexed the 
FlcKir exercises Other promising male gymnasts 
are Chandigarh’s Manipuri student Inaobi Singh, 
Kerala’s K. Ashoken and Jay Kumar and the Punjab 
duo of Lakhhir Singh and I jakhahinder Sfingh. 

In contrast, in the four apparatus titles for 

Men's champion Rajesh Kumar of Chandigarh 
on the pommel horse 


women, only one new champion emerged. 
23-year-old Anju Devi, a deaf gymnast from Ambala 
won the beam for the first time. Krupali. Shipra and 
Anju (in vaulting) retained their titles. 

However the most talented gymnast to emerge is 
the 20-year-old new all round men s champion, 
Rajesh Kumar He comes from a family of gymnasts 
and by sheer diligence has become a national 
champion Till last year he had not won any title 
even in junior gymnastics. "Hard work and 
excellent guidance by coaches N Shashi and Nirbiu 
Singh has made me a champion ” Hopefully Rajesh 
who has the talent and physique to go fai- is not 
frustrated by lack of exposuie. Rajesh started 
gymnastics due to family iiinueiicc. as did Krupali 
and Shipra. Anju watched others practise and as a 
diversion from her ailment took to gymnastics. 

Most gymnasts take to the sport in India either 
accidentally or due to family influence, not exactly 
the right way to appmach the mother of all sports 
This vital sport needs better marketing and 
promotion, like so many othei s in our country 
Novy Kapadla, Delhi 




A Day 
In The 
Life Of 
Shipra Jana 


O N the pitch-black of cold winter mornings or 
hot summer days, a dedicated gymnast 
starts her daily routine at village Contai, in 
the hinterland of Midnapur district in West 
Bengal. The epitome of dedication. Shipra 
Jana, India's newly-crowned all-round gym¬ 
nastic champion wakes up at 4 am. Her 
routine, since she started gymnastics at her 
local Palestra Club is awesome. Shy and mod¬ 
est she refused to divulge details. Coach Ranjit 
Das Chowdhury narrated her usual daily 
I'outine. 

He said, “She wakes up at 4 am and studies 
for an hour on her own. Prom 5 am to 6 am she 
goes for private tuiticm.as she is keen to im- 
provo her academic standards. After two hours 
of studies, she comes to my club (Palestra) 
which she joined ip. 1079. She practises there 
till it was time for college or earlier for school. 
In the evenings, she returns to the club gym, 
for further workouts. Shipra would go back 
home only at 8 pm and have dinner, study a 
little and then sleep by 9.30 pm. She is the 


Shipra learnt her gymnastics on bamboo 
bars and a Railway line sleeper as a 
beam 


most dedicated sportsperaon 1 have ever seen. 
Her mental strength and powei's of concentra¬ 
tion seem God-gifted. She was determined to be 
the national champion and even many set¬ 
backs did not deter her.” 

Shipra comes from a large family: eight 
brothers and sisters and her father is a Class 
IV employee in the Railways. Her personal 
coach Das Chowdhury rates her younger sis¬ 
ter Rinku Jana as a promising gymnast. In 
1988, Railway Sports inspector, Tarun Goswa- 
mi spotted her potential and recruited her in 
South Eastern Railway. She is currently post¬ 
ed at Kharagpur as a Class III employee. 

Her gymnastics career is quite mind- 
boggling. An uncle brought her to Tapan’s 
(known as Bacchu, gym Initially, Tapan Das 
Chowdhury felt hesitant in coaching her as he 
thought she was too stiff However, Shipra 
worked strenuously and diligently for two 
months and Tapan realised she had potential. 

Coach Tapan Das Chowdhury's rf.)le is laud¬ 
able. A Physical Education teacher at the 
Southside High School, Kharagpur. Tapan has 
dedicated his life to providing sports facilities 
for local children. His makeshift gym at the 
Palestra Club has facilities for 50 children. 
Initially all the equipment was purchased from 
his salary. Shipra learnt her gymnastics on 
bamboo bars and a Railway line sleeper as a 
beam. After years of dedication, the coach was 
■finally rewarded. In December 1990, after 
many vyritten requests to local authorities he 
finally got a grant from the governor of West 
Bengal. He has used the money to purchase 
new equipment. 

Shipra avidly admires the Soviet gymnast 
Yelena Shushunova. She watches her perform 
on video casettes. She is also friendly an<J 
admires her greatest Indian rival, the viva.- 
cious Gujarati girl, Krupali Patel. Just as 
Mohammed All took to boxing in childhood as 
his cycle was stolen. Shiprals motivation was 
nearly similar. 

When she' was young, people chided her that 
she was too dark to be a successful gymnast. 
Even gymnastics officials had said that she 
would not receive marks from judges due to 
her dark complexion. Stung by such remarks, 
Shipra strove to prove the doubting Jonahs 
wi'ong and she achieved this on March 23, 
when she became the all-round women’s gym¬ 
nastic queen of India. Prom sleepy villa^ Con¬ 
tai to Delhi, it was a long inarch for Shipra. 
Movyltspatfa 
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QUESTION 

1 Which 
■ company 
tnanufactu red tiie 
sliding I’oof loi- the 
ultra modern 
tennis complex in . 
Flinders Pai’k, in 
Australia? 

2 Who was the 
. only footballer 
in the woi Jd who 
has never Ixjen 
warned by a 
referee? 

3 With what 
• game would 
you associate the 
Hem-y Delaney 
trophy? 

4 Who is the 
. only Indian 
cricketer to have 
played the Sheflield 
Shield? 

5 What was 
. Gussy 
Moran’s 
introduction to 
Wimbledon? 

6 Where would 
• you find the 
cricket g-j’ound, 
Ellis Park Oval? 

7 Name the 
. grandfather 
of the Chappell 
brothers: Greg, Ian 
and Trevor. 

8 Besides Carl 
• Lewis, who is 
the only athlete to 
retain his/her 
100m sprint title in 


RATING TEST 


Above 14; Wish you were part of our quiz team 
Between 11 and 14; You’re not loo bad 
Below 11; Sportsworld reading recommended 

All answers sent in by the contributor 


ANSWERS 


1. Steel Authority of India Limited 

2. Sir Stanley Matthews 

3. Soccer. Awarded to the winners of the 
European Nations Championships 

4 Rusi Surti 

5. Lace panties 

6. Johannesburg 

7. Victor Richardson 

8. ■Wyomia Tius 

9. Banque Nationale de Paris (BNP) 

Kitty Godfrey 
General George Patton 
Bob Matthias 
Stan McCabe 
Graeme Hick 
Suzanne Lenglen 


10 

11 . 

12 . 

13. 

14. 

15. 
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the Olympics. 

9 Who are the 
. official 
sponsors of the 
French Open 
championships? 

”1 

^ V</ onl.y 
woman to win the 
All England Lawn 
Tennis title and the 
All England 
badminton title? 

I n .In the 1912 
JL Olympics 
at Stockholm, he 
finished fifth in the 
pentathlon. But 
years later he made 
waves in a different 
iirena to become a 
very renowned 
personality. Who is 
he? 

■4 ^ • Which 
X ^ famous 
athlete starred in 
the movie ‘It 
Happened In 
Athens’? 

Which 
cricketer 
was the idol of the 
legend. Sir Donald 
Bradman? 

•4 A • Which 
X cricketer 
was the last one to 
make a four 
hundred in first 
class matches? 

•i K • Who was 
X (X the first 
proftessional tennis 
player? 
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H ey. this cannot be 
happening, you 
tell yourself in 
exasperation. 
You've been in the gym 
for over an hour, you’ve 
been sweating it out and 
you come out dying of 
thirst. You put in two 
glasses of water and the 
stomach that you 
eventually managed to 
flatten out, is bloated all 
over again. Looks bad? 
Sure. Worse, it feels 
awrful. 

Actually this is one of 
the most distressing and 
despairing positions 
that bodybuilders and 
fitness enthusiasts find 
themselves in. Or. 
you’ve just had a tiny 
meal. and you put on 
two extra pounds 
around the waist! Surely 
a man is entitled to a 
decent meal once in a 
while you may say. 
Certainly. 

A distended or bloated 
stomach may be the 
result of a variety of 
reasons. Usually it has 
little to do with the 
volume of one’k fcxxi 
intake, and sometimes 


surprisingly has 
nothing to do with one'b 
diet. This week we are 
focussing on some of the 
reasons behind that 
dreaded bloating. 

One of the most 
common (and 
temporary) cause is 
swallowing air. Now are 
you a member of the club 
that believes, that 
chewing gum is the ‘in’ 
thing? That it gives you a 
T care a damn’ image? If 
you are, then you are in 
for bad news. Chewing 
gum makes you swallow 
air. Gulping down water 
or soda after a hard 
workout also leaves a bit 


of air in the tummy. 
Even eating when you 
are tii-ed and spaced out, 
can make you swallow 
air. 

Now a burp or two 
usually gets rid of the 
air and you feel much 
better and lighter. But 
then sometimes when 
too much of air is 
swallowed, the stomach 
pushes the air into the 
intestines, leaving you 
with a puffy and 
distended stomach. 

High fiber 
carbohydrates like 
cabbage, cereals and 
popcorn, make the 
stomach puff up more. 
Food with less fiber does 
not play truant with the 



stomach as much. Worse 
still if you have high 
fiber foods, too quickly 
and then wash it down 
with a carbonated drink, 
then you are in for 
trouble. The tummy 
puffs up immediately. 

How does this hapjien 
you may ask? Well, all 
carbonated drinks have 
a certain amount of 
carbon dioxide in it. 

Now when the drink 
warms up inside the 
body, the carbon dioxide 
is released making you 
feel puffed up in the 
tummy. Bad news is that 
beer also has more or 
less the same effect. Now 
don’t get the feeling that 
an occasional soft drink 
or a beer is disasterous 
for your stomach. Just 
remember, don’t gulp it 
down in one draught. 
Take your time, let some 
of the fizz escape and 
then you are safe. 

A discussion about the 
gastro-gases will not be 
complete unless we talk 
about beans. 

Beans—that economical, 
protein rich food, that 
has of late entered our 
diet in a big way. 
Beans—the musical 
fruit, the more you eat 
the more you toot. But 
surprisingly you can 
avoid the gas in the 
beans: all you’ve got to 
do is to see that the 
beans are fuUy cooked. 

If you are prone to 
stomach disorders after 











having beans, then 
here’^ a way to help you 
out. Change the water 
halfway through the 
cooking, and start again 
with fresh water. Beans 
cooked this way gives 
out very little gas. 

Other more serious 
causes of bloating arc a 
nervous stomach or an 
irritable colon. When a 
person eats on a nervous 
stomach, the intestines 
contract and release too 
qmckly. In this process 
too much air is 
generated and this 
causes the stomach to 
swell up. 

Now the first step in 
preventing a bloat^ 
stomach is to isolate the 
foods that don’t agree 
with your insides. Once 
you have done this, 
watch the combinations 
and quantity of every 
meal, and eat those 
irritable foods 
sparingly. Better still is 
a change m the diet, but 
then it may mean doing 
without a few of youi' 
favourite things at meal 
times. 

But just a word of 
caution. If you have had 
recent stomachaches 
even after changes in 
diet, or have found out 
that your ’indigestion’ 
just does not go away 
then it’s time to head for 
the doc’fe chamber. • 
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Question 


M OW! WedidnT; 
know this 
column was 
read so avidly, 
.uency with 

which letters of enquiry 
pour in is quite 
overwhelming. Of 
course, we asked for 
them. Matter of fact, 
we're quite happy to get 
them. But it does mean 
t hat we’ll have to take a 
two-week break from the 
normal mould to answer, 
all your quei’ies. 

The first letter we’re 
dealing with is fi-om 
Mangesh Pohekar of 
Pondicheri-y A 
16-year-old student, 
he’s quite upset about 
his height. Or rather, 
the lack of it. Mangesh 
says he’s tried ‘hanging 
(from a bar. we hope) 
and skipping’, but 
hasn’t grown an.y taller 
We don’t know how 
long you’ve been 
reading this column, 
Mangesh, but we’ve been 
telling our readers time 
and time again that 
there isn't any surefire 
method of getting taller. 
If there was. the world 
would be full of 
six-fcxiters, right’/ So 
don’t get too upset about 
how tall you are. cos it’s 
probabl.v a matter of 
.vour genetics. 

Having said that let 
us now look at the 
brighter side of things. 
You’re just 16, so that 
means you’ve still got a 
few growing years left. 
So if you can maintain 
an act.ive 

lifestyle—without 
putting too much of 
cxinipression pressure 
on the spine—.you’re 
bound to gain ii few 
inches. Stretch the spine 
lor all you’re worth. 
Hang from a bar. touch 


Time 


' .your toes; swim or play 
some sport where you’re 
reaching out above your 
head And try to make 
sure you get enough 
calcium in your diet 
After that, it’s all left to 
your genetics. 

Here’s another letter 
from someone with the 
same problem Utpal 
Jyoli Barman of Assam 


feels he’s too short for 
his age. In fact, he's 
reasonably downcast 
about being shorter than 
his younger brother! 
Well, Utpal, you’re just 
14, and there's plenty of 
time for your body to 
attain its full height. 
What .you could do, 
however, is tr.v out some 
of the stuff we’ve 


Muscular bulk can disappear if you lay off for a full 
season 


/ ' / 






m. 






recommended for 
Mangesh. As for your 
hangup about your 
brother, relax, he’s 
probably just grown a 
little earlier in life, that’s 
all. Chances are, you’ll 
catch up with him soon. 
Who knows, maybe even 
overtake him!. 

Now to answer some 
further queries from 
Hormazd T. Bavaadara. 
An avid bodybuilding 
enthusiast, he wants to 
know if he should 
supplement his 
Bullworker and light 
dumbbell Irauiing in the 
morning with a visit to 
the gym in the evening. 

Nothing wrong with 
that. Hormazd. Just 
make sure you aren’t 
overdoing it though. 

And that’s something 
only you’ll be able to 
judge. If you’re still full 
of beans by the time the 
gym beckons, go for it 
But if you’re literally 
dragging yourself to the 
g.ym, maybe it’s not such 
a good idea. 

See, it’s like this; .you 
can work out .just once a 
day and still sport a 
tightly muscled body. 

On the other hand, you 
can hit the gym twice a 
day and still be flabby. It 
all depends on the 
intensity with which 
.you work out each time. 

As for the query about 
laying off the workouts 
in the summer or the 
monsoon, your body’s 
bound to suffer from 
such a long break. All 
the muscular gain that 
you’ve made over one 
season can be lost if you 
laze off in the next. Of 
course, there’s nothing 
you can do if you’ve 
fallen ill and hence 
cannot exercise. But the 
net result is going to be 
the same: loes of 
muscular bulk and a 
possible increase of fatty 
tissue due to the 
inactivity. 

Hope that does the 
trick for you, Hormazd. 
Have fun working those 
muscles, .and don’t let 
the seasons dictate your 
exercise schedule. 



Here’s a letter from 
Ckxx:hbehar, and it’s 
flrom Saptarshi Paul. An 
18-year-old fitness 
enthusiast, he’s worried 
about his legs. Says he’s 
put togfether quite an 
impressive upper body 
through this colunm 
(gfosh, thanks 
&ptarshi), but now 
wants some exercises 
that’ll let him step 
outside his house in 
shorts. 

Okay, if that’s what 
you want, that’s what 




you’re gonna get. Since 
the legs can be divided 
into two basic 
parts—thighs and 
calves—here are two of 
the most basic 
musclebuilders for those 
regions. Squats; 
dynamite when done 
correctly. Not only will 
the thighs get strong^er, 
they’ll also start bulking 
up. And Calf Raises; 
about the best there is 
for that bodypart. 

If you’ve already tried 
them out and aren’t 
satisfied with the 
results, then you’ve been 
cheating yourself. There 
isn’t one bodybuilder 
alive who hasn’t used 









these exercises to bulk 
up his legs. Of course 
they do other high-tech 
stuff too. But that’s just 
to add the finishing 
touches. The essential 
size and strength come 




from squats and calf 
raises. 

That should do the 
trick for our next 
letter-writer—Mithun 
Ray—too. A 25-year-old 
athlete and soccer player 
from Agartala, he’s also 
worried about his legs 
not being strong enough 
to support him through 
his sporting ventures. 
Well, Mithun, hope the 
two exercises detailed 
above do the trick for 
you too. 

As for your intentions 
about putting on some 
weight and growing 
taller, you’ll have to just 
stick to an active and 
healthy lifestyle. And, of 
course, stay in touch 
with us at ^e fitness 
column. That way, 
you’re bound to come 
across something that’ll 
help you out. 

(TO BE CONTINUED) 






















Soccer and 
policemen go 
hand in 
hand In Italy 



soccer league 






















OR a country which boaats of soccer as its second religion, this miist 
be Italy’s most evocative temple as the current season has pxwed. 
Megabucks, high powered deals, drugs, sex and violence all merge 
into a potpourri of soccer success. And if one goes by Italian 
standards, the script of modem soccer in that country makes Harold 
Bobbin’s novels sound like holy books. 

’The key word here is money. 'The prestige of Italy’s first division soccer league 
and the billions of lire paid by its clubs, have attracted numerous foreign stars 
to the biggest and the grandest domestic soccer show. ’The very reason, why 
every minute of the league is a ‘magical moment.’ ’The wads of money are as 
thick as the famed Italian pasta as the season nears its climax. Agents are 
jetting from one soccer capital to another. And by the time the first of the semi 
finals takes place in May almost $20 million woiild have been spent as advances 
to soccer stars. 

Already the rumours are rife that many of the current masters will be moving 
onto greener pastures. And leading the pack are Ruud Gullit and Diego 
Maradona, closely followed by Marco Van Basten. Lothsur Matthaeus and Frank 
Rijkaard. It requires no expert to guess that it will leave European Cup 
Champions A.C. Milan in doldrums. Many Italian newspapers believe that this 
was coming an 5 rway becairse A.C. Milan had banked too heavily on the Dutch 
trio. 

Milan has been facing numerous problems and with the challenges increasing 
they seem to be faltering as seen by their performance in the first 



leg quarter finals of the European Cup. French 
super champions Olympique Marseilles fired the 
first salvo when they held Milan to a 1-1 draw at 
home in Milanello. Others are following suit. A C. 
Milan has lost to archrivals Sampdoria and face 
two tough matches against Italian league leaders 
Inter Milan and Juventus who are placed fourth 
on the table now. And losing these two matches 
vdll take away whatevei* little chance the Milanese 
have of going for the Italian league 
championship; Even Gullit admits that and says, 
“It is difficiilt to stay at the top. In the second 
season it’s difficult even to win because everybody 
wants to beat you.” 

The whole crisis precipitated when Milan drew 


''When my contract with Milan ends, I’li 
have to consider if I can still handle 
this level of game" 

—Ruud Gullit 


with lowly P.C. Brugge of Belgi\jun 0-0. This 
match in the Champions Cup started off a tailspin 
which saw them struggle against teams they 
would have swatted aside last year. Right from 
the very top, the club is facing problems Many 
feel that Gullit may be dropped in favour of Karl 
Heinz Riedle of Germany who currently plays for 
Lazio. Even Gullit knows that his time is running 
out. Says he: “When my contract with Milan ends. 
I’ll have to consider if I can still handle this level 
of the game.” 

The crisis has been further aggravated by the 
absence of Van Basten and Franco Baresi, two 
men who formed the core of Milan’s attacking 
manoeuvres along with Gullit. Van Basten, last 
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season’s Footballer of the Year has been 
threatening to quit the club if he is not reinstated 
as the first choice forward. The rumours that he 
will go to Barcelona next season at a repxirted cost 
of $ 10 million, have added to the suspense. And 
in this gloomy scenario, the sense of 
despondency is magnified many times over when 
one takes into consideration the impending 


Van Basten may go to Barcelona for 
$10 million. Lazio has offered $13 
million for Paul Gascoigne. Maradona 
has received a $25 million offer also 
from Barcelona. Gary Lineker may join 
A.C. Milan for $10 million. Napoli are 
willing to pay $2.5 million for Roberto 
Donadoni. And Roberto Mancini is being 
quoted at $20 million by Juventus’ 
chairman Agnelli 


retirement of the third Dutch ace. Prank 
Rijkaard. With twenty four matches in the league 
over, A.C. Milan lie at third spot in the table, a 
depressing free fall from their champion status. 

The decline in the fortunes of A.C. Milan has 
made many fans switch loyalties to the other 
Milanese club, Intemazionale Milan. They are in 
such terrific form, that soccer experts have been 
















left amazed. Out of the 24 fixtures, they have lost 
only three, leading the table with a whooping 25 
points. Add to this the 44 goals the team has 
scored, making them almost unbeatable. And 
this, despite the fact, that Inter have played their 
last two games without the services of two 
German wunder kids—Jurgen Klinsmann who^ . „ 
weis suspended and Andrea Brehme who was 
injured. This highlights the kind of depth thgl^HK 
club can boast of. 


Inter's investment in the Germans has paid^^H 
even though gossip has it that Lothar MatthaeuH 
may soon be leaving for Spain. Many cite ^ 
differences with Inter coach Giovanni Trapattoni ^ 
as a reason for this possible move to Real Madrid. 
“I cannot imagine leaving Inter,” denies 
Matthaeus and adds “I have developed almost 
beyond recognition in Italy, something I really 
like. ” Lothar and Jurgen, the dynamic Germans 
have scored 12 goals a piece, an achievement 
which speaks volumes for their talent even 
though a recent all-Italian UEFA Cup match 
between Atlanta and Inter did not produce a goal. 
Says Trapttoni, “It seems that we will have an 
interesting final this season. Sampdoria will 
prove worthy challengers. It will make up to good 
soccer." 

It has been an interesting seaison as far as the 
fortunes of Sampdoria go. The last year’s Cup 
Winners Cup champions have regained their 
winning form and are currently tied with Inter 
for the top spot. Their only problem is that they 
haven’t scored as many goals as Inter. But then 
who else has? 

The club president Paolo Mantovani is thrilled 
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Lothar Matthaeus has become the league’s 
tJominant player 

that his decade-long investment is now paying 
dividends. He has poured in millions of dollars 
from his shipping and oil fortune into a team 
which means so much to him. Mantovani has 
special faith in Italian players. One of the reasons 
the team is built around Roberto Mancini and 
Gianluca Vialli. both in devastating form this 
season. Vialli has struck nine times, while 
Mancini has six to his credit. The two, along with 
defender, Pietro Vierchowod, form the vital spine 
of their club and the national squad. Having won 
both their matches against A.C. Milan and 
having salvaged a draw against Inter, Sampdoria 
ai-e on a victory march, which even Inter may not 
be able to stop. 

The biggest anti-climax of the season has been 
the way Juventus have squandered their early 
season advantage. The Turin club has spent over 
$50 million, without producing any spectacular 


results. A line up of six new faces helped Gianni 
Agnelli’s di«am team take early advantage when 
they defeated Inter Milan. Roma, Napoli along 
with two draws against top rankbd Sampdoria 
and A.C. Milan. But since then their fortunes 
have fallen back and the club which lies fourth in 
the table has been severly affected by ‘Toto’ 
Schillachi’s lack of form. 

Schillachi who thrilled viewers around the 
world with six goals in Italia '90 has scored only 
four times this season and not once since 
November. Out of these four, three came as a 
result of a hat trick he scored against Roma in 
November last. But Juventus are not losing any 
sleep over Toto. Former Italian striker Gigi Riva, 
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a atar of the 1970 World Cup and now an advisor 
with Juventus adds, "The qpiality of the player is 
simply not up for discussion. He's playing very 
well. He’s not just lucky. If he remains cool and 
nalTTi the goals will come again.” 


“The quality of ‘Toto’ Schillachi the 
player is not in question. He’s playing 
very well. He’s just not lucky. If he 
remains cool and calm the goals will 
come again’’ 

—Gigi Riva, former Italian star 


But for Juventus the situation is a bit too | 

precarious. They have lost six of their 

fixtures, gamering only one point in the last four games. The club has 
been eliminated from the Italian Cup they won last year, when they lost 2-0 at 
home to Roma in a recent quarter final. Despite a semi-final berth in the Cup 
Winners Cup, insiders feel that the worst is yet to come. And many are laying 
, the blame squarely on Gigi Maifredi, the club manager. There are indications 
that he will be replaced either by Giovanni Trapottoni of Inter Milan or Dino Zoff 
of Lazio. Roberto Baggio, despite scoring nine times is struggling, and in fact so 


Both Schillachi, 
stretching, and Baggio, 
ruminating, have not 
done luetice to Juventue’ 
financial faith In them 






Inter Milan Is hot and 
much credit for this goes 
to Andreas Brehme 
(above) and Jurgen 
Klinsmann who battles it 
out with Maradona 
(below) 



is the rest of the team.' One look at Gianni Agnelli’s face and the gravity of the 
situation is evident. 

All the excitement the league has generated can be translated into a pile of 
money as clubs have already earned over $280 million, with the season far from 
being over. Millions more are coming in as a result of television royalties and 
the gate receipts are booming. In fact all is going fine except for one major 
blemish called Maradona. Undoubtedly, the greatest soccer player of the 

modern era, Maradona hit the slicks when he was 
indicted for his alleged involvement in a 
sex-and-drugs ring. The charges which had 
resulted in some arrests have now been dropped, 
even though Maradona’s name has been smeared. 
Add to this his stormy relationship with Napoli 
who lie tenth in the table, it seems Italy is getting 
too hot for Maradona. In fact in the whole season, 
he has scored only thrice, which is far below his 
capabilities. Having lost seven matches and 
drawn ten, there is no doubt that without 
Maradona's firepower, Napoli are next to 
nothing. 

But the matches, aside, great moments in 
soccer will come when the transfer market is 
officially opened. Money and more money will be 
spent. Some Italian tabloids have already 
indentified the winners and the top amongst 
them is Van Hasten who may go to Barcelona for 


COLORSPOflT 



Drugs, sex, violence, money—the 
script of modern soccer in Italy makes 
Harold Robbins’ novels sound like holy 
books 


$10 million. Lazio are bidding for Paul Gascoigne 
and have offered $13 million to cash-deprived 
Tottenham Hotspurs, while both Bologna and 
Sampdoria are courting Maradona who has 
received a $25 million offer from Barcelona as 
well. NaptiU are offering $2.5 million for A.C. 
Milan’s Roberto Donadoni, while Roberto 
Mancini is being quoted at $20 million by 
Juventus’ chairman Agnelli. Des Walker of 
England is being wooed by Juventus who are 
ready to pay $ 15 million for the black forward. 
But the scoop is that Gary Lineker may be joining 
A.C. Milan for $10 million which is cheap going 
for a player of his calibre. 

In a way the seaeon has just started and by the 
time the transfer market is closed, over $2.5 
billion would have changed hands, even though 
only ten per cent of this would be in ‘cash-only’ 
arrangements. With 1992 approaching, the 
foreign player rules are likely to become 
redundant amd that is when this game of Russian 
Roulette will become even more bloody. 



Edwin Burgeu 
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I TALIAN clubs made 
football history in 
the 1990 European 
clubs competition. 
For the first time, 
the European 
Champions’ Cup. 
European Cup Winners’ 
Cup and the UEFA Cup 
were all won by club 
teams, from the same 
ciountry—Italy 

A-C. Milan won the 
coveted European 
Champions''Cup, 
Sampdoria the Cup 
Winers’'G«p and 
Juventus the UEFA Cup. 
Later A C. Milan won 
the World Club Cup in 
Tokyo. The domination 
of the Italian clubs on 
world football became 
overwhelming. In an 
unprecedented feat, they 
won every major football 
tournament for clubs in 
1990. 

The clean sweep by the 
Italian clubs led to 
another record in the 
three major European 
club competitions of the 
1990-91 season. 

For the first time, 
eight teams of one 
country. Italy, were 
selected for the three 
European club 
tournaments. A.C. 

Milan and 1090 Italian 
league champions 
Napoli participated in 
the European 


Marco Van Basten 
crafty 









Franco Bareai: the ace 
for AC Milan 




Chajnpions'Cup, 
SampKloria and Italian 
Cup winners Juvetus in 
the European Cup 
Winner’^ Cup and 
Internazion^e Milan 
(Inter >, Bologna, 
Atalanta, and Roma in 
the UEFA Cup. 

Italian dreams of 
another clean sweep, 
however, faded at the 
quarter final stage 
this year 
A.C. Milan were 
knocked out by 
Marseilles (France): 
Earlier, Napoli had lost 
to Moscow Spartak. So 
no Italian club can win 
the creme de la creme of 
European football, the 
Champion’s Cup. It may 
be stre,ssod that the 
winner of the 
Champions'Cup 
represent.s Europe in the 
World Club Cup 
Championships So 
there will be no Italian 
representation there 
also. 

In the Cup Winners' 



I N the fiercely com- 
petitive Italian 
league Sampdoria 
is now reigning sup¬ 
reme. The Genoese 
side have all along 
been pursuing their 
campaign in an 
aggressive vein, and 
recently in a 15- 
minute blitzkrieg, the 
stormtroopers hit the 
very top of the league 
table putting in three 
quick goals to down a 
lowly Pisa. 

Sampdoria no?v 
have 37 points, one 
more than Interna- 




Cup, holders Sampdoria 
were knocked out by 
Poland's Legia Warsaw 
2-3 in the double-leg 
quarter final. However, 
Juventus are the London 
bookmakers'favouritee 
to win the European Cup 
Winners'Cup after their 
emphatic 6-1 triumph 
over F.C. Liege of 
Belgium in the quarter 
finals. However, 
Barcelona with 
Bulgarian striker Hristo 
Stoichkov in sparkling 
form, could be strong 
contenders also. 

Inter Milan and Roma 
are firm favourites for 
the UEFA Cup 
Bookmakers fejel Inter 
Milan could well achieve 
a rare double, the Italian 
league and the UEFA 
Cup The depth of talent 
and quality of the Italian 
league can be gauged 
from the fact that 
Bologna, at present 16th 
out of 18 teams in the 
Italian 1st division, 
reached the quarter 
finals of the UEFA Cup. 
They narrowly lost to 
Sporting Lisbon of 
Portugal 





Atalanta, 12th in the 


Italians Inter Milan. 


Italian league excelled in I Atalanta have stars like 


Europe They reached 
quarters of the UEFA 
Cup and lost to fellow 


the Argentinian Claudio 
CaniggiiL(one of the 
fastest strikers in the 


Italian Leigue: An Update 


zionale. In the mean¬ 
while, AC Milan faced 
a little bit of trouble 
when they went down 
1—-0 to Atalanta and 
are now five points 
adrift of the first divi¬ 
sion leaders. 

In terms of indi¬ 
vidual performance, 
Gianluca 'Vialli, shot 
up to the top of the 
scorers' list. 

Atalanta’s Brazilian 
striker Evair headed 
home a cross from 
Claudio Caniggia of 
Italia ‘90 sensation to 
add to Milan’s misery 


three days before 
their vital European 
Cup quarter final 
second leg at 
Marseille 

On the other hand. 
Roberto Baggio, 
Juventus’ $13 mil¬ 
lion star, saved his 
side with a penalty 
two minutes into in¬ 
jury time that earned 
the Turin team a 1—1 
draw. 

Bologna, one point 
from the bottom, sur¬ 
vived an early Juven¬ 
tus storm in which 
Giancarlo Maroochi 


hit the bar and Balva- 
tore Schiliaci twice 
came close to ending 
a personal goal 
drought dating back 
to November. They 
took a surprise lead 
on the half hour 
through German 
striker Herbert Wass. 

Juventus who had 
gone four matches 
without scoring, slip¬ 
ped back into fifth 
place oh 29 
points, a point behind 
in—form Genoa, who 
beat Fiorentina 3-2 at 
home. 


The ciedfi sw«e^ 
by the Italian 
clubs led to 
another record in 
the 1990-91 

season,. For the 
first time, eight 
teams of one 
country, Itoly, 
were selected for 
the three 
European club 
tournaments... 


world>, the Brazilian 
Evair and the Swede 
Glenn Stromberg in 
their ranks. Critics feel 
that if Atalanta had not 
been drawn against 
Inter, they could have 
reached the semis. They 
were favoui’ed to beat 
the two other teams in 
the UEFA Cup semis. 
Sporting Lisbon and 
Brondby of Denmark, 
the first TJanish club to 
enter a European club 
tournament semi finals. 
No woner Marco Van 
Basten and Lothar 
Matthaeus consider the 
Italian league the best 
and toughest in the 
world. 

Novykapadla 
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T lic fl.tnihoyanl Ali Shea 
in;t«k‘ hiMon- at the Delhi 
< ii)l( t;!iil) ^ oiitsc' liy 
VMnninj^ ihe < ovelcti 
Wills hulian < )pen (iolf 
('lianipiotiship He 

hetaim- Ihe secoml liKlian alter the late 
BilltKi Sethi, in the i" year-old history 
of the t.lianipionsliip to win the Open 


All Sher with th« trophy 

title, 'llte redoubtable Billoo Sethi had 
won the .second Indian Open in 
Calcutta in 1%S. A bout 
two and a half decades ago, the Indian 
Open lat,'ked glamour a.s it was not part 
of the Asian Circuit. However.one 
record of Billo Sethi may stand forever: 


he IS the only amateur goller to have 
won the Indian Open. With increasing 
profe.ssionalisrn. this is a feat unlikely 
to be equalled 

Ali Sher, as a ten-year-old delighted 
the Delhi Coif Club members by 
mimicking their golf swing and later 
served here as a caddy Now he is a 
legend in tlie Delhi (lolt t;liib. the first 
Indian to win Ute Indian Oj^en since it 
liecame a part <jf the Asian Circuit in 
1970 Twentysix-year okl All Sher 
pocketed the largest pay clieqiie of his 
career, the ecgiivalent of S24,‘XKi 
talxiut Rs S lakhs) Not bad lor an 
unknown caddy Irom ibe- narrow and 
tongc'.sted .streets of Nizaimmiddin 
Delhi, who worked at Rs 10 oi Rs 20 a 
round for 2H holes Alt Sher’s 
performance indicates that golf in India 
is on tile ujxswing It may Ix' lecalled 
that last year at Calcutta, venue ol tlie 
Indian Open, Ba.sad All had finished 
third This year, he finished a creditalile 
fcjurth Yet another Indian pro Santosh 
Kumar finished 10th. a .stroke Ix-hind 
renowned golfers Rolxrto Velasguez 
(Columbia) and Oregory Lesher (USA), 
a first round leader. 

Ali Sher praises the Wills Indian 
Circuit for his triumph. He says, "In 
India, there are about 45 to 50 pro 
tournaments annually and if we can get 
a spoasor we can pai ■ cipate in some 
foreign toui ents also.” 

The Indian pro revealed that their 
average yearly earnings were a little 
ove r a lakh of rupees. This did not 
amount to much, as due to 120 per 
cent import duty the price of a golf set 
in India, ranges from Rs 10,000 to Rs 
25,000. Even a second-hand set costs 
Rs 4,500 and a golf ball is worth Rs 20. 

It is e.stimated that an Indian golfer 
spends on an average Rs 100 per day. 
So costs on the Indian Circuit are 
considerable. Thus Ali Sher’s prize 




Based All weathers a bunker. The Calcutta pro finished 4th 


money incxorbiiant by international 
standards, is a real iKinanza for him 
and a confidence Ixjost to other 
caddy-tumed pros of India. 

Through the passing years, prize 
money in the Indian Open golf has 
increa.sed. In 1970, it was just US 
$10,(KX). Now it is wortfi US $150,000. 

However.circuii co-ordinator John 
Bender warned against complacency. 

He said, "US $150,CXX) is the minimum 
amtiunt required for a circuit 
tournament. Prize money keeps 
increasing in golf tournaments, in 
Kuala l.umpur it is $200,(XK), in .Seoul 
and Taipei S.5(X),000 and the Epson 
Singapore Opien is worth 'i00,0(K). The 
m 9 .st lucrative tournament on the Asian 
Circuit is the last one at the Ibrarki 
Course in Japan, worth $100,000,(XX). 

So the Indian Open must keep pace 
with the changing times.” 

Considering the foreign exchange 
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shortage, increa.se in the amount for of the I’hillipine.s Ojieti. Remi 
the Indian Open is unlikely in the near Houcliartl of Canada, Indian Opien 

futuie. However spon.sors ITC and the winner in 1989, who set a course 

ItK'al organisers breathed a sigh of record of (Vi in 19H9 

relief when the money for this year's All the expected star golfers were 

tournament was sanctioned. Some eclip.sed by Ali Sher’s mercurial 

months ago it had .sc*cmed that the perlormance tJiinese Wang 

Indian leg would not be held, due to Ter Chang and Todd I lamilton (USA) 
shortage of foreign exchange. impres.sed and finished a joint .second. 

Hospitality at the Indian ()pen has The Ix'st golfers in the world do not 
always been splendid. So even though participate in the Asian C'iicuit. 
ifie prize money is less, the top pros American rookie golfe.s flock to the 
keep coming heie. This year out of the Asian Carcuit to prepare the exacting 
top 20 players in the A.sian Circuit, 12 European and American Ciicuits. Some 
comoeted in Delhi. 1(>3 foreign golfers future .star golfers are thus on view. It 
from 23 countries be.sides India may be recalled that Payne Stewart of 

participated in this year’s the USA, who has won the prestigious 

championship, 43 from USA. 18 from PC A cliampionship, one of the four 

Japan, 15 from Australia and 10 from legs of golfs grand slam, played in the 

Canacla. The star entrants were Rick Asian Circuit. But the 1991 Indian 
Gibson, from Canada, winner of this Open v,'ill be rememlx*red as Ali Sher’s 
year's Malaysian Open and current championship 
Circuit leader, Denis Paulson, winner Novy KapwHa, 0«lhl 
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Indians Are 
Performing Well; 
All Sher 


Back w the days when Bombay- 
based PhU PiUinfi was the only firo- 
fesstonal tfolfer who usea to play m 
the Indian circuit. AH Sher used to 
trai.vi around with him as a caddy. 
Plcktne up thefint'r aspects of the 
Marne from Pilling. AH developed his 
own technu/ues unth stK to eiffhl 
hours of practice a day at the Delhi 
Golf Club. And when he won the 
Wills Indian Open Clolf he became 
the first Indian pro to win an inter¬ 
national title. 

Over the last two years, Ati .Sher 
has uioti 10 tournaments in India. 
And in this four-day tournament, 
he played excellently, handlma the 
pressure comitiM down towards the 
last eijiht holes aMuinst all the top 
foretMU patilci/ianls. Hut he beat 
them all. With this victory he should 
MO places_overseas courses heinft 
lop of the list 

Mow ranked unofficially amonf>- 
st the top twentypmfcLVtiohals in 
Asia. Ills eyes dn> fixed on thefutu 
re Afied 20 years, the shy AH is yet 
to bloom, tfe needs to mature. Foi- 
lowin/t are the excerpts if a conver¬ 
sation ivith the Indian Open 
champion: 

When did you start playing goUf 

Since I was 12 years old My 
houstr is in Nizariiuddin which is 
very near the Delhi Golf Club. 

Have you had any formal train¬ 
ing fmm a coach! 

No, not exactly. 1 learnt this game 
only by .seeing other players. And 
when I used to work with Phil Fil¬ 
ling, he taught me golf. That was the 
only formal training I had That tcK>, 

1 feel that every player in golf has 
his own rnythm which should not 
l>e disturlx'il. 

Did you expect to win the presti¬ 
gious Wills Indian Open Golf! 

well, my expectations were not to 
win liiit on the final day 1 somehow 
played w'ell...and went on to win it. 
Moreover. I also feel that tfie top 
foreign players’ performances in 
general were below expectatioas. 

Wang Ter-<^hang of China, Tod 
flamilton and Bill Isruehson of the 
United .Stale.s played excellent golf 
but the pressure in the end was too 
much (of the ihree,some. You know, 
anything could happen in the game 
of golf 

By Ms win, ytm have put the 


nation on the International golf¬ 
ing aaap. Does dlls tman that 
Indian golf has come of age/ 

You will have noticed that over the 
la,St two or three years, Indian 
players have lieen performing well. 
There is a regular improvement in 
their game. Players like Rohtas 
Singli and Ba.sad All can play 
an^here. 

Now that you are in the ranks of 
topAsUui pro golfers, which 
audor tournament would you be 
playing in/ 

TOe golf club is trying to send me 
for the Dunlop Invitation Golf Tour¬ 
nament in Japan (Apr 25-28) where 
the prize money is enormous and 
the ne.st players in the world will be 
vying for the top .stakes. But the pro¬ 
blem is of sponsorship and foreign 
exchange hecaicse the tour is very 
expensive. Right now, negotiaiicjns 
are on with .spoasors. 

What do vou think about the pre¬ 
sent golfscenario in India/ 

The players arc doing very well, as 
was evident when three of us finish¬ 
ed among the top ten in this tourna¬ 
ment. U also means that we can com¬ 
pete at the international level. Our 
Indian circuit has al.so improved 
rapidly. There are 2? tournaments 
with a total pittc money of Rs..30 
lakhs (beside.s the Indian Open ' 
which itself contributes a total prize 
money of R^.30 lakhs). And it is very 
encouraging that the top players arc 
making alxjut Rs.1.5 lakhs in the 
Indian circuit itself. 

1 think the future of Indian golf is 

very bright because we have many 
talentecf players at pre.sent. What 
we need is international exposure. I 
myself benefited a lot in the last six 
months after playing in Singapore 
and Malaysia. Plus there are lot of 
promising youngsters who are 
expecteoto do very well in the com¬ 
ing years, thanks to generous spon¬ 
sorship from the commerical 
houses. 

Do you have any plans to train 
under a fore^ coach/ . 

No. You see, this is a game of indivi¬ 
dual technique-precision and brilli¬ 
ance. So, what I need is only polish- 


Hatim Riaa, Delhi 
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FROM TEE TO GREEN 


Be Specific 


One of the first ouEsrioNi 

TOO SHOULD A*K YOURSELF 
W'HEN PRACTISING l5 
■WHAT IS MY TARGET?:.. 


It is ho good just aiming in 
A GENERAL DIRECTION - YOU MUST 
HA/E a 6PECIFIC TARGET.. . . 


When you don r. ins 

EASYTOBECOMcTOt) 

involved in swing 

MECHANICS RATHER 
THAN FOCUSING ON THE 
FAIRWAY OR FLAG, 




If you are swaying offthe bauspend 

SOME TIME ON THE PRACTICE GROU.siO 
HITTING SHOTS WITH YOUR FEET 
TOGETHER.THIS WILLELIMINATE YOUR 
SWAY AS ANY LATERAL MOVEMENT ON THE 
BACtCSWING WILL CAUSE YOU TO FALL 
OVER. 


.... Only when 

MAKING A SOUD 
CONTAaWITH EVERY 
£NOT SHOULD YOU 
RETURN TO YOUR 
NORMAL STANCE. 


Warm up on the Tee 


Ideally every golfer should warm 
UPON THE PRACTICE GROUNDBEFORE 
EACH ROUND. BUT IF YOU DOnT HAVE 

TIME HOLD TWO CLUBS together 

AND SWING THEM TO AND FRO ON 
THE FIRST TEE. THAT SHOULD 
\ LOOSEN UP YOUR MUSCLES.. .. 




....Then tare a few more swings with a 
WEDGE concentrating ON ACCELERATING 
THROUGH IMPACT. 

























T aking a break 
from the kata we 
are serialising, 
here’s^ report on 
the All India Instructors’ 
Camp held by the 
Kyokushinkaikan HQ at 
C^cutta from 4 to 10 
March. In all. 20 


The participants of the 
Camp pose for a group 
photograph 


KARATE 


I THE POWER OF THE EMPTY HAND 


participants—from West 1 Chopra of WB and 


Bengal, Assam, Bihar, 
Tripura, UP and 
Delhi—honed their 
skills to an even greater 
level with Hemant 


Hemant Saikia of Assam 
meriting promotion to 
black belt level. Debnath 
from Bihar and Raju 
Chakraborty of WB 


IDSK 
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Perfecting advanced 
techniques was part of 
the work done at the 
camp 


gained the upper brown 
standings. As for the 
Junior Instructors’ 
Certificate, open for 
karatekas at brown belt 
or higher, all the seven 
who appeared for the 
test passed. 

By Shhrall Ganguly 

KYOKUSHINKAIKAN 

KARATE 

PHOTOGRAPHS RAMAN BHALLA 


Shivaji Ganguly 
(standing at right) 
supervises a class 
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Calcutta Golf 
Club pros 
captured the top 
places in four out of the 
hve major prize* money 
tournaments held at the 
Bombay Presidency Golf 
ClubcoursKj. 
Thirtyfive-year-old 
Basad Ali. one of the 
senior most golfers on 
the Indian circuit, 
bagged the professional 
honours in all the three 
major m«3ts. the 
Steelage Open, the BPGC 
Open and the Wills 
Western India Open. 

Basad Ali’a march at 
the BPGC was stopped 
by teenage amateur 
Amrit Inder Singh. The 
Chandigarh collegian, 
son of veteran Simran 
Singh, won the BPGC 





Open, but Basad 
collected the top prize 
among the pros Amrit 
Inder, who has a fine 
repertoire of approach 
shots, wants to 
represent India in the 
Asian Games before 
turning a pro. 

Rohtas Singh of Delhi 
won the Charminar 
Challenge at the shorter 
United l^rvices Club 
links. Calcutta's Feroze 
Ali, who along with 
Rohtas and another 
Delhi pro Ali Sher, had 
taken part in the World 
qualifier in Singapore, 
won the rich Rs. 

1,20,000 Royal Treasure 
Open, also held at the US 
Club sea-side course. 

Lucknow pro.Vijay 
Kumar, who hit the 
scene about four years 


Vijay Kumar coming out 
of the bunker 

back and Delhi’s All 
Sher, a professional for 
the last five years, were 
in the reckoning for at 
least one title each So 
was veteran Hyder Khan 
who along with Basad 
and A li Sher led the field 
going into the final 
round of the Wills 
Western India Open. 

While Ali Sher and 
Hyder Khan fumbled, 
Vijay Kumar who 1' ’t his 
second successive 
sub-par round, came 
storming into the 
reckoning. But in the 
play-off with Basad Ali 
on the 73rd, a poor drive 
put paid to his hopes. 
Basad clinched the 
championship with an 


eight-foot birdie putt. 

In the Royal Treasure 
Open, it was Basad Alia 
turn to make a 
fight-back. A scorching 
round of 67 on the par 
70 United Services Club 
course put him in line 
for the title. Leader 
Feroze All, who had teed 
off in the last batch, was 
having a lean time and 
had to ensure that he did 
not drop more than two 
shots on the last two 
holes He drove pooi-ly 
on the 1 7th. but 
managed to par, and 
played a bad tee shot 
again on the 18th and 
final hole Holding his 
nerves he just managed 
to bogey the hole after 
landing in the bunker to 
win the title by one 
stroke 

The Bombay courses 
ai’e not considered very 
taxing, both falling 
short of international 
specifications. But if you 
are not hitting straight, 
you could be in trouble 










Rohtas Singh:Charminar 
Challenge winner 


for the fairways are 
quite narrow. At th U.S. 
Club links, whore the 
10th green literally 
sticks out its tongue at 
the sea, the wind is also 
a factor though this 
season it did not blow 
very strong. Most of the 
greens here arc also 
screened by man made 
impediments like the 
hut on the 14th. 
Hard-hitters generally 
rule the roost here. 

Basad All’s supremacy 
at the BPGC was, 
however, due to his near 
flawless putting “The 
new putter grip which 
Pawaii Pratap gave me 
helped.’ said Basad. 

Rohtas’form, 
notwithstanding his 
triumph in the 
Charminar Challenge at 
the U.S. Club course, 
was disappointing. “1 
am getting on in years,” 
he commented half 
jokingly and half 
Basad All; captured four 
top places 


seriously when asked 
about his pioor form. The 
senior most and the 
most respected of the . 
pros IS still capable of 
touching the heights. 

Poor Sheikh Fatal!. 
The lanky youngster 
from Calcutta who had 
won the title at the U.S. 
Club in ’88, was nowhere 
in the picture this time. 
Promising youngsters 
like him are in dire need 
of sponsors. 

The amateur 
disappointment was 
Rajeev Mohta. the 
national champion. He 
was disquahfi^ for 
submitting wrong 
scores at the BPGC. 
During play. Mohta 
while practising a shot, 
had inadvert, ntly 
pushed the ball some 
distance. He 
compounded the error 
by playing it from the 
same spoWnstead of 
taking it back to its 
original location. 

Ram Das 
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C HEMPLAST Club of Madras. 

one of the top club sides in the 
ooimtry having won a number of 
tournaments over the last two or 
three years, grave proof of their 
growing stature when they won 
the Arlem Trophy cricket 
tourhament in Goa earlier last 
month. The tournament, 
contested by the six top teams in 
the country, was played on a 
leagrue basis.. .and Chemplast Club 
won all their five matches. 

Chemplast first |^t the better of 
Mahindras (Bombay) by eight 
wickets. Playing for the Bombay 
side w^ Sanjay Manjrekar but the 
Test, rtar could only make 20 as 
Chemplast, after restricting 
Mahindras to 205, romped home 
with up and coming opening 
batsman Mujib Ur Rehman (he 
scored a century on debut for 
Tamil Nadu in the Ranji Trophy 
last season) and former Indian 
opelhing bat V.B. Chandrasekhar 
in particularly punishing mood. 
WbOs Mujib got 77. ‘VB’, the 
skipper of the side, scored 86. 

It was another easy victory for 
Chemplast in their next match 
against Air India which they won 
by seven wickets. This time, Mujib 
Ur Rehman scored a splendid 50 
as Chemplast scored 171 for three 
off Just 26.3 overs after 
restricting Air India to 168 for 
seven in 45 overs. 

Chemplast strengthened their 
position in the league by defeating 
the Goa XI next by eight wickets. 
Goa made 177 for 8 in 45 overs 
and Chemplast hit off the required 
runs off only 32.3 overs. Mujib Ur 
Rehman continued his fine run by 
scoring 107 with 12 fours and two 
sixes. 

Chemplast made virtually sure 
of the title when they defeated 
strong contenders MRF by 39 
nms in the next match. This time, 
former Test off spinner M. 
Venkatramana (3 for 38), 
allrounder Shyam Sunder (36 and 
two for 12) and V.B. 
Chandrasekhar (48) starred in the 



Chemplast ware the winners of 
the Arlem Trophy 

victory. Scoring 203 for lune in 45 
overs, Chemplast than bowled out 
MRF who had in their ranks 
Vivek Razdan and W. V. Raman, 
for 164. 

Chemplast duly clinched the 
title defeating holders Sun Grace 
XI (Mafatlal) in the last match by 
live Wickets. Sun Grace, with good 
contributions from I. Khan (93). 

N. Mongia (56) and Sandip Patil 
(29), posted a good total of 229 but 
Chemplast, with state allrounder 
D. Vasu (56) and young S. Sarath 
(76 not out) in fine foiro romped 
home. Tamil Nadu left arm ■ 
spinner Sunil Subramaniam also 
did a good job by captiiring four 
wickets for 50. 

Parish Ramchand 


OpaiTfflinls 

IIIHE underdogs tend to rise and 
J, give a shocking surprise or two 
to the ‘top dogs’ in the field of 
sports. The Bombay-based Mehul 
Jain’s performance in the Gujarat 
Open Tennis championship was a 
classic example of this. His 
moment of ecstasy came when he 
defeated fourth seed Mobesh 
Koregaonkar 6-2,2-6,6-3 in the 


men’s singles final and took home 
a cheque of Rs. 5000. 

It was a long awaited 
breakthrough for the unseeded 
Jain, who actually hails from 
Surat. He ousted four seeded 
players en route to the title and he 
should cherish the fond memories 
of what was a fruitful week at the 
Tennis Academy, Ahmedabad, 

Jain had to produce some 
vintage tennis to baffle his more 
experienced and seemingly more 
versatile rival in a gruelling battle 
which lasted a shade above two 
hours. There was very little to 
separate Jain and Koregaonkar in 
the first two sets. However, it was 
in the decider that Jain displayed 
his prodigious talents and 
stunned his opponent as well as 
the spectators. Although 
Koregaonkar did not play poorly, 
there was no denying that Jain 
did have the edge in the crucial 
last set. 

Koregpon’ :ar wi given a 
runner-u], ; irse of Rs. 2500. 

Oaurav Natekar and Sachin 
Kirtane won the men’s doubles 
crown by demolishing Suresh 
Kumar and R. Kartikeyan 6-4, 
6-4. 

the junior boys’ singles, 
Navroj Udwadia routed P. 
Ramanand 6-1,6-1 ina 
completely one-sided encounter 
and pocketed the title. 

'flsrasli Pwidyii 








S AI Hostel of Cuttack lifted the 
third Oopabandhu Memorial 
All India Football Trophy defeat¬ 
ing Mohammedan Sporting 
(junior) of Calcutta by a brace of 
goals in a well contested final at 
Angul, now known as the NALCO 
City. 

After a barren first half, Tanbir 
Akhtar, adjudged the best player 
of the tournament, drew first 
blood when his left footer beat the 
Sporting cvustodian hands down. 
The Calcutta colts, in a desperate 
bid to find the equaliser, left their 
deep defence wide open. SAI Hos¬ 
tel took advantage of this situa¬ 
tion and made the issue safe 
through their roving forward 
Kulamani Sahu, minutes before 
the final whistle. 

Earlier in the double leg semi¬ 
finals, SAI Hostel overcame Power 
Club, Balasore 3-1 while Sporting 
Junior brushed aside the strong 

The SAI hostel team won the 
Oopabandhu Memorial football 
tournament 


challenge of State Sports Hostel, 
Cuttack 1-0. 

Altogether 12 teams from Oris¬ 
sa, West Bengal and Bihar took 
part in the tournament organised 
by Angul Athletic Association. 
Jharsuguda XI was adjudged the 
best disciplined team. 

MnatanPanI 


PA 11 ALA 



T est cricketer Navjot Sidhu was 
the main aurchitect of the 
P.D.C.A. (Patiala District Cricket 
Association) team’s triumph in the 
Sohal Memorial Cricket 
tourimment played at Patials. 

In the final, P.D.C.A. had an 
easy 108 run victory over Escorts 
Club. Battmg first, P.D.C.A. 
amassed 256 runs for the loss of 
only six wickels in the allotted 40 
overs, with opener Sidhu blasting 
127 runs, aided by 13 fours and a 
huge six. He was associated in a 
fruitful stand of 120 runs for the 
second wicket with upcoming 
southpaw Dhruve Pandove (50, 
with five fo\ir and a six). Orthodox 


left-arm spinner M\mish Arora 
was the pick of the Escorts 
bowlers and accounted for three 
wickets at the coat of 35 runs. 

Fhcing the daunting total. 
Escorts batsmen failed to rise to 
the occasion and crumbled for a 
meagre 148 runs. Munish Arora 
again proved his all-round ability 
when he chipped in with 27 runs. 

Sidhu was adjudged ‘the best 
batsman* of the tournament, while 
the honour of being ‘the best 
bowler’ went to Bhupinder Pintoo. 
Ranji player Rajdeep Kalsi 
(Escorts) was declared ‘the man of 
the series'. 

Amarjit Singh 


I Mhnm Wngh : 

Hemorial Bodngr 


P UNJAB STATE ELECTRICrTY 
BOARD (PSEB). won the 
all-India Shaheed Udham Singh 
Memorial Hockey tournament 
beating Railway Coach Factory 
(RCF), Kapurthala team by four 
goals to one in the final played at 
Sangrur. 

The final proved to be a 
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well-contested match till the 
breather, as neither team was able 
to sound the board during- the 
first 35 minutes. But the second 
half of the match witnessed some 
lively hockey as both the teams 
launched attacks and counter 
attacks. For PSEB Krishan 
Kumar. Baldev Singh. Ravinder 
Singh and Bhupinder Singh were 
the scorers, while Pargat Singh 
accounted for the lone RCP goal. 

Earlier in the semi-finals, both 
the teams had to overcome stiff 
challenges, while in the first 
semi-final, RCF were lucky to 
scrape through with a solitary 
goal victory over Ropar Hawks, in 
the second semi-final, PSEB 
caused a major upset when it 
outclassed JCT (Hoshiarpur) by 
three goals to two. 


Association. 

The doubles title went to D. Rath 
and Avdhangulu of MECON. They 
beat Ajay Chhabra and J. P. Jalan ] 
of Ranchi Club in easy sets, 6-3, 
6-3. Akash Kapoor was 
announced the most promising 
tennis player of Ranchi. 

Earlier in the singles semi final, 
17-year-old G. Madhusudan beat 
Vishak Kumar 6-3, 6-0 while in 
the second semi final P. D. Singh 
defeated Akash Kapoor by 6-3, 6-7 
(2-7), 6-2 




Open Tennis 


G MADHUSUDAN of D.A.V 
School won the singles title, 
when he defeated P. D. Singh 
(Ranchi club) by 6-3, 6-2 in the 
second Ranchi Open Tennis 


Z ILA SCHOOL, Ranchi finished 
as the best side in the Indira 
Gandhi Memorial Inter-School 
Cricket championship held here 
recently. 

Last year’s runnei s-up Zila 
School beat Government High 
School, Bariatu by one wicket in 
the final played at the Rajendra 
Medical College ground. Mukul 
Mohri of Zila School played a key 
role in their win. He took four 
valuable wickets giving 24 runs 
only and scored 12 runs (not out). 
Batting first. Government High 



D. Rath and Avdhangulu 
receiving the doubles trophy 
from Ashok Kumar Singh 
(centre), the Mayor of Ranchi 

championship held here recently. 
Altogether 70 players took part in 
this championship organised by 
the Ranchi Lawn Tennis 


School were all out for 125 runs. 
"Vijay (27), Amit (21) and Tan veer 
(18) were the only players to reach 
the double figure. Mukul (4/24) 
and Kasif (2/12) bowled good 
spells for Zila School. Rajkamal 
and Yusuf took one wicket each. 


Kumar and Javed made a good 
start and scored 51 runs for the 
first wicket. But, soon Rajkumar 
(12) and Javed (32) were sent back 
to the pavilion.®Struggling to win 
the championship for the second 
time, Zila School lost their nine 
wickets for 97 runs only. The last 
wicket partnership of Mukul and 
V ikas batted with patience and 
scored an unbeaten 29 runs to 
achieve the target of 126 runs in 
36.3 overs. Amit (3/17), Hira 
(2/26), Tan veer (1/26) and Pinku 
(1/13) were successful bowlers for 
Government High School 

Earlier, in the semi-finals, Zila 
School beat defending champion 
Central School, Hinooby 17 runs, 
while Government High Schixil 
defeated St. Alosius High School 
by 81 runs 
Anil Kumar Singh 


rRl\ ANDRUM 


State Veterans’ 
AOiIetlcs 


T RIVANDRUM men and Erna- 
kulam women won the team 
championship|in the tehth State 
Veterans Championship|held at 
the Chandrasekharan Nair Sta¬ 
dium recently. 

In the men’s (over 45) section, 
K.K. Chacko representing Erna- 
kulam claimed three golds: 100 
mts- 12.7 sec; 200 mts- - 25.8 sec; 
400 mts -1 ;00.4 sec; 

A.P. Jacob of Trivandrum won a 
double with wins in the 400 mts 
(55 sec) and 800 mts (2:29.80 sec). 
In the lOO mts sprint (over 70), 
Neelambharan came first with a 
time of 15.9 sec. 

C. Radha of the State Electricity 
Board took gold in the women’s 
(over 40) triple jump covering 
8.60 mtrs. She also bagged golds 
in the 200 mts (33.4) and 400 mts 
(1:17.63) to complete a treble. 

Thank Bai, a physical education 
teacher from Trivandrum, pock¬ 
eted 4 golds: Shot put—6.60 mts; 
Javelin Thi'ow—15.00, mtrs: Dis¬ 
cuss—15.76: Hammer—10.20 
mts: in the over 50 age group. 


In reply, opening batsmen Raj I S«|mv Kumar T.K. 









m;\\ I)i:lhi 


Dnivef^ V/tatdjiiig 


S ATYAWATI (Evening), College 
won the Delhi University 
Wrestling Championship for the 
first time, claiming four gold, one 
silver and two bronze medals. 

Holders Motilal was pushed to 
the second spot while Indira Gan¬ 
dhi Inst, of Physical Education 
and Sports Sciences got the third 
spot. 

Sureth Kumar Lau 


c.Ai.ci; ri’A 


ItaJiiiiig FadUly 


A MULTIPURPOSE Indoor Hall 
measuiing 60 m. x 40 m. 
would be a welcome addition to the 
many available sports facilities at 
the Eastern Centre of Spoils Au¬ 
thority of India Sports Complex 
at Salt Lake. 

In addition to gymnastics, the 
hall would also bo used for basket¬ 
ball. badminton and table tennis. 
The aim being to scotit and nur¬ 
ture young gymnasts, it is plan¬ 
ned to train about 40 talented 
gymnasts between a and 5 p.m 
for 5 days a week. 

Sreenipa Bose 



Sports Awards 





Kapil Dev receiving a special award from Mansur AH Khan PafriudI at 
the annual Calcutta Sports Journalists Club awards ceremony 


Vinitha Mohan: the State 
women's champion in carrom 



I RIVANDRL'M 


State Camnn 


S ASIDHARAN of Palghat and 
Vinitha Mohan of Trivandrum 
claimed the Men’s and Women’s 
title respectively in the Sixth State 
Carroms Championship. 

In the women’s final, Vinitha 
blanked her doubles partner 
Vijaya I.«kshmi 25-3, 25-4 to 
retain the crown. The teenagers 
beat Lekshmi and Naiini 25-6 25-4 
to win the doubles honours. 

Top seeded Jothi Prakash 
(Palghat) went down to 
Sasidharan 22-25, 10-25 in the 
men’s final. Sasidharan pairing 
with Jothi Prakash won the 
doubles event defeating K.P 
Basheer-CP Nawshad (Kozhikode) 
25-17, 25-6. 
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QUIZ 


QUESTIONS 

1 With what sport or game is 
“Cue-bid" associated and what 
does it mean? 

2 What does "reaching” mean in 
yachting? 

3 A goal-bound shot hits the 
referee, causing the ball to deflect 
past the goalkeeper and into the 
net. What will be the correct 
decision? 

4 Where do Nottingham Forest 
play? 

5 What does the sports slang 
‘Aspirin’ mean? 

6 Just Fontaine scored four of his 
record 13 goals (in the f 958 World 
Cup soccer) in one match. Who 
were the opponents? 

ANSWERS 

1 Bridge; Artificial bid to show 
particular card etc. in bidder's 
hand. 

2 Sailing at right angle to the wind. 

3 itIOA goal, because the referee is 
regarded as part of the field of play 

4 City Ground. 

5 Fastball. 

6 West Germany. 

CH^ 

The winner of this game GM 
Viktor Kupreichik has been 
variously described as “An artistic 
Caveman” and “a drunk machine 
gunner”. He is a throwback to the 
romantic era and despite his 
obvious gifts his distaste for quiet 
positions has prevented great 
practical success. Ho provides 
great entertainment however. 
White: Kupi'eichik Vs Black: 
Sunye-Neto Palma, "89. 

104 c5 2 Nc3 a6 3 Nf3 bS 4 <14 CM S Nzd4 
BiI7 6 B<13 e6 7 0-0 0c7. Transposing to 
an O’Kelly Sicilian. After this 
game 7-d6 followed by Nf6 has 
become the norm 8 Qe2 Ng 6 8 NxcO 
Qxo610 b 4 b411 NdSI The first offer. 
Quite obvious really but what 
follows is not. 

U—NfB 12 Bo4 BdO 13 Rdl Be514 BhOt A 

very powerful move. Now if 
14—ghe then 15 Nxf6 Ke7 16 
Rxd7 Kxf6 17 Qf3 forces mate. 
The real purpose of this move is to 
force queenside castling. 


14— 0-0-0 (See Diagram) 10 BbOH The 

third offer. Black must capture or 
lose a lot of material. 

15— abO 16 abO Qd6. Black could 
give up the queen by 16—Qxd5 17 
ed5 gh6 18 Qc4 d6 19 de6 Ne4 20 
e7 when white is winning and the 
excitement is over. 

17Nxf8Qf818BxB718Qo4d6. 
Amazingly black has nothing 

better. If 19-Qf8 then 20 e5 

with the threat of Rd6 follows. 

After that 20-Kb8 21 Ra7 Rc8 

22 Rxb7 forces mate. Also 19- 

Qf6 loses to 20 Qxc5 Kb8 21 
Ra7/Rc8 22 Qb6 Rc7 23 Rdal and 
24 Ra8. 

20 Kxd6t QgS 21 NdSI edO 22 QxeS Kb8 23 
Reel (1-0). After 23—Bxc6 24 Qxc6 
forces mate. 

An incredible orgy of seven 
piece sacrifices of the kind seldom 
seen in this century. Black should 
be given credit for not forfeiting 
his queen on the 16th and losing 
in dry technical fashion. 

Devangshu Dutta 



Calcutta’s second Dunlop 
Merchants’ Cup championship 
was held at the Saturday Club 
during the first half of last month. 
Goutam Ghosh and Brohmojyoti 
Mukherjee of Indian Oxygen 
scored over 60% in the 24-pair 
final to clinch the title, one and a 
half boards ahead of 
second-placed Kejriwal brothers, 
Satyanarain and Prakash, of 
Bangabasi Roller Flour Mill. This 
is a board from the final where 
most pairs failed to bring home 
and touch-and-go spade game:— 


Dealar South 


WEST 

♦ Q74 
CPAQ632 
O Q 10 8 7 

♦ K 


NORTHidummy) 

tsioes 

CP J 10 4 
OK63 
J63 
EAST 
♦ 95 
C>KB8B 
092 

4^10 9 8 74 

SOUTH 
4»AK J82 

■C>7 

O A J54 
^A52 


WEST 

NORTH 

EAST 

Pass 

1 NT 

Pass 

Pass 

2 W 

Pass 

Pass 

4W 

All Pass 


Those who played in a partial 
were lucky in a way for it is not 
easy to score ten tricks, especially 
against silent opposition (note the 
bidding at one table—the 
introduction of the club fragment 
while making a game try to show 
the heart shorta ge and North 
accordingly upgrading his 
otherwise weak hand). At most 
tables. West, with a difficult 
problem on lead, started off with 
the singleton king. With the 
threat of a club iruff looming 
large, the declarers cashed the top 
trumps enabling West to draw 
dummy’s last trump when he got 
in, and with the foul diamond 
position declarer had to lose a 
spade, a heart and two diamonds, 
one down. 

The winning line, which looks 
to me the best in theory too, is to 
delay the drawing of trumps, 
hoping for the likely position that 
existed, that West would have to 
ruff from the 3-card trump 
holding. So, declarer wins the 
club lead and immediately plays 
back a heart to cut the defenders’ 
communications, normal good 
technic[ue. With a club ruff 
serving no purpose. East would 
probably play back a trump which 
South wins with the ace. Now a 
club to the queen, West doing his 
best not to ruff in the air, and a 
diamond to a hopeful jack, losing 
to the queen. Declarer ruffs the 
heart return and now cashes the 
second top trump, cashes the top 
diamonds and ruffs the fourth 
diamond in dummy. All that the 
defence can score is a trick each in 
spades, hearts and diamonds. 
SantanuOlioM 











VOICES 


"i think I have evarything and I'm 
atarting to uae evarything. I am 
feeling comfortable with my 
shots. I’m not thinking much 
about ranking. I Just want to 
show everything I have. I think 
I'm getting better and I think 
she's (Steffi) not as good.” 
GABRIELA SABATINI, evaluates 
her game and feels that Graf has 
lost her hold over the tennis world. 



“The heavyweight division is 
wide open. There’s no real threat 
out there after Foreman knocks 
out Evander Holyfieid, in 
Atlantic City on April 19th, which 
should take three to four 
rounds.” 

LARRY HOLMES, puts his money 
on Foreman, for the oncoming fight 
with Holyfieid. Holmes incidentally 
is planning a comeback himself, a 
la Foreman. 


‘‘Vince Lombardi, the famous 
American football coach once 
said, that winning is not 
everything. It is the only thing. 
And the Americans take that 
very seriously. Former IOC 
President Avery Brundage said 
that winning is not important, 
but participation is. And we 
Indians take that very 
seriously.” 

VIJAY AMRITRAJ, believes that 
Indian sport lacks that winning 
attitude. 


‘Tm hotAc^tually a muileian. )*m 
doing this tour beoi^lt’s id 
nuidii fwv Mtif tlie liiMir I'm ; 


embarkirv q^n^a 17 stc^ ^yvecHsH 
tour. This he Sfili bdpteiying 

:dte'guitar fdr'a dk member grc^, 






"It’ll be nice to come Into the 
locker room and have someone 
who’s got something to say 
back to me. With thsM young 
guys, there’s not much there, 
not much to say. Two things 
have happened. They’ve 
changed the equipment and the 
guys now play one speed-flfth 
gear.” 

JIMMY CONNORS, is back. He 
played Borg recently but here he 
takes a dig at the modem boys of 
tennis. 


"This is the best dianpel hiMs 
of getting one (s Lantt^Mn^ 
rmlH^ringniypamiitswia' . 
surprise me with one. But them 
isn’t a .storj^Book MS in 
tsnnis-yottssivnssdrprsdie^; 
One day you can bsddwn end 
the next day you are back 

mpiln.’' 

kWNiGA ^i>ES, on twr embikmi 
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E ver heard of a 12-year-old steepleohaaer, 
who on a quiet week reoeives around 200 
letters from his flans, who has a fan club of 
2000 members (from one year olds to a 82 year 
old woman), who sends T-shirts, stickers, 
jo^rgincr pants, holdalls etc to his fans, 
embossed with his picture. He was even a 
celebrity at the 00th birthday parade of the 
Queen Mother, in London. 

We are talking here of a horse. Desert 
Orchid, Dessie to his fans, who after the 1980 
Cheltenham Ctold Chip, became a celebrity of 
sorts. And he is one stud who loves being in 
the limelight. When he is surroimded by his 
fans, the cynosure of attraction, he cocks his 
head in a flirtatious way, and whisks his tail. 
And woe to them, who come in his way 
(usually his cousins)—^they are gently but 
firmly nudged aside. Posing for the camera is 
a job that he now does with finesse. He receives 
every'thing from Valentine cards to wedding 
cakes from his admirers. Dessie is so much in 
love with the blitz that getting him back to the 
stable after a day with his fans is ‘murder’ for 
his trainer. 

Although he has won a record amount as 
prize money and subscriptions (put into 
charity), Dessie has not earned a fortune for 
his owners. After training fees and living costs 
are deducted, the owners just about break 
even. But then you surely can’t put a price on a 
living, galloping, leaping legend, can you? 

Dessie with one of Ms fans 


THE ENGLISH 
STALLION 



STAYING ALIVE 


1 8’rH of February ’91 was a terrible day 
in the history of London. On that Monday, 
as Londoners were queueing up for another 
week of hustle and bustle, two bombs went off 
in the railway stations at Victoria and 
Paddington. One killed and 38 Injured. 
Courtesy the IRA. 

What was amazing was the fact that the list 
of casualities was so small. Providence that 
day was sure smiling on London. Among the 
early morning office-goers in Victoria was a 
lO-y^u-old, HughCarling. Darling of his 
school cricket team, this lad could work 
wonders with the ball. He, like ntunerous 
others just too glad to be alive, after the 
incident. 

Recuperating at the Westminster Hospital in 
London. Hugh had three surprise visitors 
calling on him. His idols Graham Gooch, Bob 
Willis and John Emburey presented him with a 
bat autographed by the whole England team. 
Emburey also invited the youngster to a 
coaching session and said, “He’s jiist what the 
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F pR21>year-old 
FWolty Gallup of 
Parley, life was 
one biff dream. A 
dream to make it big. 
She started small, 
working as a 
barmaid, along with a 
part-time job to 
survive. But lasses 
with her looks don’t 
go lumotioed in the 
male dominated 
world-especially in 
Japan. Soon she was 
gracing fashion 
magazines and 
fashion commercials 
in Japan. 

But an ultimate 
dream still remained 
itnlhlfilled—to make 
her naume in the world 
of badminton, the 
g^ame she cherished 
the most. 

Just when the 
mantle of 
celebrityhood was 
being slipped on her 
head, she decided to 
chuck it aU. She 
crossed the oceans, 
came down to 
England and started 
concentrating on her 


SHE S GOT THE 



Felicity Gallup: Galloping away with the hearta 
of spectators sll over Japan and England 


game. And before 
long she was wowing 
spectators in the 
Hi-'Tec English 
National 
Championships, 
where she defeated 
former European and 
Commonwealth 
dhampion, Helen 
Troke. on herway to the 
fhuds. 

Although she lost 
in the finals, she was 
chosen to represent 
England for an 
unofficial 

international against 
Scotland. Her coach. 
Tom John is now 
fully concentrating 
on getting his client a 
full-time sponser. Till 
then she is relying on 
fimds dished out hy 
her family and 
friends. But Felicity 
is certainly not 
dogged by these 
drawbacks as she 
says, “I believe I can 
still make it.” Maybe 
the next stop will be 
Copenhagen, for the 
World 

Championships in 
May. 


S OMETHING new about that 15- year - old 
schoolgirl, who had the journalists racking 
their brains for adjectives to describe her 
game. We are talking here of none other than 
Jennifer Capriati. Her least favourite subject in 
school happens to be history. The reason: “You 
always have to remember things and I don’t 
understand the point. It happened like 2.CXX) 
years ago and has nothing to do with what I have 
to do now.’’ 

Well recently she stood alongside history, with 
the Reagans’. Ronald and Nancy. Now that they 
have shifted residence from Capitol Hill, to 
the swank Bel Air locality of Los Angeles, the 
only way for them to remain in the limelight is to 
lend their names to noble causes, like the ‘Just 
Say No to Drugs’, a teimis tournament at PaciBc 
Palisade in Califoitiia. The Reagans’ did not 
sweat it out on court, they were mere spectators, 
but managed to rope in $500,000 . Everyone 

hurt a good time, and Jennifer and mother Denise 
managed some photographic momentoes. Now 
that’s coiirting history, right Jennifer? 



Capriati with Ronald and Napcy Raagan 


































AUSTRALIA 


jViih the Reliance 
World Cup 1987 


r 


A 

I % ^ long-linie 

IL. JIl readers of thi.s 

correspondent’s scribhlings 
will know, I am ntn 
essentially a Inttiing man 
The same readers will also 
know that when F do have a 
bet, my horse does not even 
gel to tFie starting line, or I 
put my money on the 
wiong race. My fame-or 
lai k of it in this sphere has 
spread to regions of the citv 
of Melbourne, capital of the 
graceful Australian slate, 
Victoria So when 1 sidled 
up in early )anuar\ tJiis year 
It) a self-stvled Imtikie at the 
newspaper oitice whu h 
employs me theie was a 
great degree of miith 
"Nah, mate," he said, "I 
can't take monec off you 
You haven’t won a liet in 
tFiree years" 

"'I’his one’s diflerent," 1' 
insi.sted "I want to put 
money on the Airstralian 
cricket team to win the 
one-day ,series against the 
West Indies," When he hail 
stopped laughing and 
wiped the tears of mirth 
away, his reply was 
unprintable. Basically, what 



Undoubted Champions In 
One-day cricket? 

Australia against each opponent in One-day cricket from 1987 Reliance World Cup till date 


OPPONENT 

P 

W 

L 

West indies 

13 

8 

5 

England 

9 

6 

B1 

Pakistan 

14 

8 

6 

India 

5 

3 

2 

New Zealand 

18 

16 

2 

Zimbabwe 

2 

2 

0 

Sri Lanka 

10 

10 

0 

Bangladesh 

1 

1 

0 

Total 

72 

54 

18 


* Australia won 75,00 oer cent off the total one day matches they played since 
1987 Reliance World Cup. 

‘ Australia also won the World Youth Cup Cricket Championships held in Australia in March, 
1988-beatino West Indies, (ndia. New Zealand, Enoland, Sri Lanka, ICC Associales and 
Pakistan in the final only one match they lost in the tournament 10 Pakistan in theHound 
Robin League. 

Australia before 1987 Reliance World Cup 


p 

176 


W 

78 


L 

87 


T Abandoned 

1 10 


•Against each opponent- 


OPPONENT 

P 

W 

L . 

T Abandoned 

England 

41 

18 

22 

— 

1 

West Indies 

45 

13 

31 

1 

_ 

New Zealand 

30 

18 

10 

— 

2 

India 

28 

15 

10 


3 

Pakistan 

19 

7 

10 


2 

Sri Lanka 

10 

5 

3 

— 

2 

Zimbabwe 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Canada 

1 

1 

0 

— 

— 

Total 

176 

76 

87 

1 

10 

At present, Australia's overall performance in one-day internationals, as follows: 


p 

248 


W 

132 


L 

105 


T Abandoned 

1 10 


N THE WORLD” 



h«; told mt: was that 
Australia had about as 
much chance of winning 
the one-day contest as a 
one-legged man would 
have of winning a 
bum-kicking competition. 

He’s not laughing now. 
Australia won four trf the 










WFRT INDIES VS. AUSTRALIA: 


Gaott Marsh 
lanHMiy 
Dean Jonas 
Allan Border 
Mark Wauj^ 
Stave Waugh 
David Boon 
Craig McDermott 
Mark Taylor 
Peter Taylor 
Mike Whitney 
Bruce Raid 
Merv Hughes 


Merv Hughes 
Craig McDermott 
Mark Waugh 
Steve Waugh 
Peter Taylor 
Mike Whhney 
Bruce Reid 
Allan Border 


AUSnUUiA 

Batting 

M INNS 

5 5 

5 3 

5 5 

5 5 

5 5 

5 5 

3 3 

5 3 

2 2 
5 2 

4 i 
1 0 

Bowling 

OVERS 

9.5 

39.1 

27.3 

32 

29 

42 

26 

2 


RUN 

AVGE 

HS 

349 

87.25 

113 

52 

— 

33* 

206 

51.50 

88* 

169 

33.80 

79 

156 

31.20 

67 

86 

28.66 

26* 

48 

16.00 

34 

5 

5.00 

3* 

8 

4.00 

5 

3 

1 50 

2 

0 

0.00 

0 

0 

— 

0 

0 

— 

0 


MDNS RUNS WICKETS AVGE 


50 Ct/St. 


RbqH Marsh scorea two consecutive centuries in the Ipurth and fifth 
KoW Srtes in one day cricket. Moreover only 

Richardson twice miss^ centuries after reaching 90 and plus. 


one dayer at Bridgetown and Georgetown. Altogether 
batsman, who scored hundred in This series. Richie 






ONE DAY AVERAGES 1991 


RIeMo RIchardMn 
uiM Lotdc 
OMmoTO Haynes 
Gordon Qroenidge 
VMmRictMirds 
Rnlt SImmone 
Jeltrey Dujon 
Curtly Anwroae 


_ ny Anwrt.. 
Carl Hooper 
Melcohn ItarstMill 
Antony Gray 
Courtney Walsh 
Ezra Moseley 
Patrick Patterson 


Curtly AmtMose 
Antoiw Gray 
Patrick Patterson 
Courtney Walsh 
PhH Simmons 
Carl Hooper 
Malcolm Marshall 
VIv Richards 

(Also Bowled Ezra Moseley: 5-0-22-1) 


WEST INDIES 

Batting 

M INNS NO 

5 5 0 

5 5 1 

5 5 0 

4 4 1 

5 4 0 

4 4 0 

5 4 0 

4 3 1 

5 4 0 

3 3 0 

4 3 1 

3 3 1 

1 1 0 

2 1 1 

Bowling 

OVERS MDNS 

37 5 

37 0 

15.3 0 

27 1 

26 0 
43 1 

22 0 


RUN 

AVQE 

H8 

278 

55.60 

94 

150 

37.50 

65 

158 

31.60 

58 

82 

27.33 

40* 

75 

18.75 

27 

70 

17.50 

34 

49 

12.75 

39 

19 

9.50 

12* 

37 

9.25 

18 

25 

8.33 

19 

8 

4.00 

6 

7 

3.50 

4 

2 

2.00 

2 

1 

— 

1* 


RUNSWICKETS 


AVGE 

17.25 

25.75 

43.00 

65.00 

70.00 

70,66 

131.00 


0 4/1 
0 1 


BB 4W 

3/37 0 


Compiled by Hart Prasad ChattopaiHiyay 


The captaincy 
factor...while Border has 
been a source of 
inspiration even to rebels 
like Merv Hughes 
(centre), Richards has 
struggled to come to 
terms with his personal 
form 


menial ma.sterv In ihe com¬ 
pany of Davicl and 

Cieoff Marsh, tlic'sc.- ihree 
wc'if alway.s there' in 
iheir side olVto a grt-al .slart. 
As if that wasn i enoii}{h, 
ihe middle order al.sci chipp¬ 
ed into the run-betting act. 
Name.s like IX'ian Jones and 
Allan IJorder always had a 
.sizeable .score alongside 
them in the .storecard.s 
And, of course, there was 
the gritty Ian Healy. Having 
made it to the Aus.sie squad 
for the Faki.stan umr of two 
years back mainly as the 
best wicketkeeping batsm¬ 


en UK Mind, Healy is .shaping 
up like his illii.sirious fore- 
ninner RckI Marsh. Wonder 
il anylKHJy mad*' any 
money on ian Healy com¬ 
ing .second in llic batting 
averages lor the one-day 
.serie.s> Not me What's neve. 
huh? 

Not one to re.st cm his lialt- 
ing athievc'mc'iii.s. Healy 
has al.so .sianc'd working on 
his keeping His latest ploy 
iK'ing to use even the lew 
minutes .spent waiting lor 
the teaie bus to make a 
teamiiiaic throw a ball to 
him in the ear park 

On the bowling side loo. 
Australia proved a point. 
With Terry .Alderman liorrilv 
ly out of form, Umc e Reici 
and Oraig MeDermoti (initi 
ally) injured, Merv Hiighc.s 
and Mike Whitney were 
always in among the 
wickets. Of course, once 
McDermott reported fit, it 
was only a matter of time 


liefcjre the .senes was wrapp¬ 
ed up 

Funnily enough, the guy 
who really rul>fH;d .salt into 
the West Indian wounds 
wa,s Greg Matthews. Reliev- 
ed of hi.s wedding ring by a 
mugger, he clecidc'd to do 
his own sleuthing. And 
approached rlie Icxal he-id 
of crime Big Daddy for 
help So incensed was Big 
Daddy that the c'rime 
amncsiy-lor the period of 
the cricket “had been viola¬ 
ted. ti 1 . 1 i he not only forced 
the mugger to return Mat; 
thc'ws’ ring, he even bann¬ 
ed him from mugging ever 
again 

However, that .steal 
doesn't compare tci the way 
the Au.stralians .stole the 
We.st Indian thunder by tho¬ 
roughly drubbing them 4-1. 
•And gave skipper Allan Bor¬ 
der the gall to make what¬ 
ever comment he felt like. 
IMntM IWeMalion, NMboHriw 




Cricket as 

demonstration 

spoil 

1 996, the centenary year of the 
international Olympic 
movement, is the rig:ht time 
for, all the cricket-playing^ 
countries to forward their 
proposal to the President of the 
International Olympic Committee 
include cricket as a demonstration 
sport at the Atlanta Games. 

Cricket, after all, was played in 
the 1900 Paris Olympic Games, 
England beating France. 

Now that quite a few sports have 
reached demonstration level at the 
Olympic Games—Baseball and 
tennis were included in the ’84 
L.A. Games, taekwondo, and 
badminton in the Seoul Games --1 
hope that this suggestion will find 
favour with the BCCI. 

They should take up this 
proposal with the ICC before 
sending in an application to the 
International Olympic Committee 
NELSON F.M LOUIS. 

Velim. 

Goa 

An Error 

I N the Headers’'^iiiiz by Mnnmoy 
Dhar (Spoi'tsworld. 13th 
March), there was .an answer 
which said that the Olympic 2000 
will be held in Atlanta City, USA. 
That IS wrong The 1996 Olympic 
Games will be held in At lanta 
while the venue for the 2000 
Olympics will only be decided in 
1994. Although Sfxn'tsworld is 
not responsible for the answei-s 
sent 111 by the cont ributor, 
nevertheless t hey should try to 
rectilv the mistake 
S SURESII. 

Mtiditrai. 

5 ( >u are i ig-h t i The error is 
mg'rntted mid we request all 
contributors to doubly check then- 
quest ions and answers before 
sendind them to us Thank 
you Editor 

The DOWntoilBHHHMHBMBai 

S o. the downfall continues and 
Steffi Graf has ultimately lost 



the top spot to Monica Seles. It is 
indeed sad to see Steffi going off 
form from day to day. The touch is 
missing and it is high time she 
does something to improve her 
game. I still consider her the 
queen of tennis and we want her 
to be back—at her very best fast! 
PHABAL aUHA. 

Dibrugarh 

SUPertlBaMHMMBn 

T hanks a lot for a superb issue 
iSportsworld, 20lh Feb) which 
contained a profile-of the 
youngest US Open Chamfy—Pete 
Sampras. He is certainly the 
player to watch in the next season 
and if all goes well, he will be a 
serious contender for the number 
one .spot. 

DANl BELO. 

A runiu-hal Pradesh 

Maradona On The Downswinga 



W hatever has happened to Diego Marau./’ ’ The luss of his 
skills, the fall from public gr ace; the object ot investigation by 
police about his alleged Mafia and drug connection; the charge of 
fathering an illegitimate child... the list goes on and on. 

It is indeed saddening to see a man of genius make such a mess of 
his life. Ijet us hope that he comes out of all these sticky situations 
unscathed so that he can continue to enchant us on the football field. 
RANJAN LAHIRI, 

Calcutta. 




7*ite cowsr pictwNi e^Jvm ientfl was that of 

Monica ^lest^A^onJnim arid of Mai^oiia'byCkaorapotii , 







ALL IN THE GAME 


Money Makes The Mare Go 


Not in China 


C HINESE bookiea*a tribe of hU8tler8>are all 
set to make money again. Horse radiw, 
which was banned as capitalist decadence 
in C%ina, in 1049, has returaed to the ancient 
capital city of Xian. 

TOe overseas edition oi the People’s DaUy 
said that thousands of people crowded the race 
track fbr China’s, ‘first ever horse racing with 
prizes'. 

The accent here, however, is more on 
entertainment than on gambling and therefore 
there is a marked difference between horse 
racing in Xian and overseas. 

Difference Indeed. For backing a 
winner—ridden by an army jockey—the pay¬ 
off was a colour TV set. 





Senna And Prost 


‘Pairing’ of misfortunes 


M isfortune sometimes comes in pairs. 
Ditto for Alain Pr(»t and Ayrton ^nna. 
These two have been going at it (and each 
other) for a long time and the things that 
happ^ to them, sometimes just cannot be 
termed coincidental. 

Prost. meanwhile, lost more than just the' 
coping Grand Prix of this year's raoiim season. 
He lost-along with the rac^ -$ 12,000! Police 
said that while Pixwt and Senna were whirring 
around the track for the U.S. Grand Prix, 
burglars broke into Frost’s room and fled with 
$10,000 In French francs, $2,000 in American 
currency plus some driver’s clothing. 

So what did that have to do with Senna? 

Well, the Brazilian speed demon wasn’t spared 
either. Senna too had his room broken into. 

He, however, lost considerably less. The 
burglars departed with a compact disc player, 
cologne and his sunglaraes. 

These two are really made for each other. 


I 


From Syringe, To Crucifix 


Differing priorities 


S printer ben JOHNSON has turned from 
chemist ..to God. This is a result of his 
attempt to break a world recorS in ttie 
sprints, (mances of that, however, seem to be 
remote. 

“I hear what’s been said,” said John« 3 n of his 
detractors; especially Linford Christie. “Some 
of the gruys have been for me. Some like 
Christie have pointed a finger.” 

“What they did is not right," Johnson said. 
But I pray and hope to God that I get out of the 
blocks right. If I do, itll beover,” Johnson 
warned. For a guy who derived his energy 
from steriods once. Johnson gets a ‘high’ from 
being spiritual, nowadays. Nevertheless, God 
isn't looking down on him too kindly as his 
fourth place finish in Seville suggests. 




A Millwall-West Ham Friendly 


Everyone’s cup of tea 


A ND 
jlMil 
nmal 


ND then there wss this firiendlybetweiRi . 
MiUwall arid West Ham foolbatt tdub, 


of these two tmms. In nonnal tiiDSS.'A 
Millwall-Weet Ham friendly biM naneas, 
Saddam and Bush having tea together. Btit' 
then peace is the universal watchwonl today. 

The reason fbr the matdb acoopAing to the 
eapfxrrters of these two (eazpa, yniptm. 


those who have been in trouble do not want to 
carry on like this.” 

■ ''Wetton’twantittaivyiaigontQOiir 
ddldreht” said pother sumxxrt^ whbdldn^. 
'dlaoilose his club leaning^, 

tt s^bouM iulfioe to say ^t MUlwallbeaio. 

West Ham team. 6-0. R. S.. Ttm» were 

abhooktoget ;■ .-r •‘r,' 


• - i\ h 

















NATIONAL TABLE TENNIS CHAMPIONSHIPS| 


THE JAIPUR 
CIRCUS 


I N ihf year the Senior pur tcxik it upon itself to conduct the 
National Tahle Tennis Cham- S2nd National and Inter-State c;hatn- 
pionships were held in Jaipur pionships. While the niles the game 

in a niake-shih stadium. Dur- have undergone a sea of change and 

ing the course of the men's sin the championships were played with 
gles linal, the skies openeil up orange-coloured balls on blue-tof> 
and the tent was blown ofl I'lie venue tables, and on synthetic surface for the 
tor the final had to lx- changed and was first time, the playing conditions remai- 
held elsewhere on the lollowing day. ned the same, if not wor.se at Jaipur. A 
Nira) Ha)aj was the winner then. circus-like tent was pitched near the 

Now, 16 years later, and after several basketball courts of the spacious .Sawai 

editions of the Senior Nationals had Man Singh Stadium. The arena looked 

tx*en hosted by many associations, Jai- more like a village fair with du.st all 



over the place. The players had to 
cover their faces with handkerchiefs to 
avoid the dust entering their no.strils. 

It IS regrettable that the Nationals 
were held under such primitive condi¬ 
tions at a time when Indian table tennis 
is passing through a bad phase and 
.struggling to move up the ladder in 
world rankings With the Common¬ 
wealth and World C.hampionships 
round the corner and a Chinc.se nation¬ 
al coach having arrived in the country 
to impan the latest coaching methods 
to the Indians, one was looking for¬ 
ward to Ix'iter playing c onditions. hven 
the .secretarv of the TI'Hl, Mr Suiesh 
Gawade. who .seems to lx having very 
little say in matters concerning the 
affairs of the federation, conceded that 
conditions were not conducive tor 
holding such an imponani event in an 
imptovi.sed stadium, lie, however, see¬ 
med to lx* helple.ss m the matter Hut 
one wonders why the TI'l-l allotted the 
Nationals to the Ra)asthan unit which 
could not provide the basic nec'c'ssities 
for such a big c-vent 

But the.se factors did not deter the 
players, especially the younger lot to 
give off their be.st and catc'h the eyes of 
the national .selec tors One must give 
full compliments lo Bengal's sensation, 
the 16-year-old Mantu Ghosh.who Ix'ai 
B.Bhuvane.swari m the final to 
herald a new era in Indian table tennis. 

In the w'omen's sec'iion, barring Nan- 
dini Kulkarni and Monalisa Mehta. All 
other contenders IxJcrnged to the 
young brigade. In fact, the top half of 
the seecls were in their teens. It augurs 
well for Indian table tennis Be.sides 
Mantu and Bhuvaneswan, Ambika 
Radhika and Rinku Achary'a are still in 
their teens, having |u.st moved into the 
senior .sec tii >n Sejal .Shah, a Railway col¬ 
league of Mantu, is only 2.A. 

Mantu tihosh has been showing lot 
of promi.se ever since the day she claim¬ 
ed the 1988 national .sub-junior singles 

Mantu Ghosh holds aloft the 
women's singles crown 





title in Delhi. That very year, the girl 
from -Siliguri annexed the .sub-junior, 
junior as well as the women s singles 
titles in the Bengal State championship. 
She has not looked back ever since. Par¬ 
ticipating in the senior .section for the 
first time in the Kozhikode Nationals 
last year, Mantu lost to Niyati Shah, the 
ultimate winner, in the quarter-finals. 
Tlie result got reversed at Jaipur as 
Mantu toppled the reigning champion 
in four games in the quarter-finals and 
then went on to tK'at Sejal Shah and 
Bhuvane.swari for the title Rinku 
Gupta t>l Madhya Pradesh had Ix'eri 


the youngest winner, having claimed 
the title at Hyderabad at the age of 18. 

For a player, who is still eligible to 
play in the junior section, Mantu show¬ 
ed extreme confidence agaiast all her 
senior adversaries. She .showed no ner¬ 
ves at all, despite playing in her maiden 
women's singles final. The stronger the 
opponent, the iK'tter she re.sponded. 
Despite her short stature, she got on 
top of the ball, piTched on her toes and 
suipri.sed her opjxinents. 

Bhuvane.swari, who had lost to Niya¬ 
ti in the last Nationals, once again had 
to bf contimt with the runner-up posi¬ 


tion. Despite her limitations in move¬ 
ment, the reigning junior national 
champion did well to thwart the heroic 
attempts of veteran Nandini Kulkami 
to make the finals But her tactics again- 
.st Mantu Gho.sh did not hear fruits and 
.she went down bravely. 

Niyati Shah, despite her loss, 
remains a step ahead of the other girls. 
She had problems with the orange- 
coloured Itxally-manufactured balls. 
She could not adjust to the slowness of 
the ball. But Niyati's best opponent is 
herself. She loses confidence very fa.st 
in her play and abilities, if she is under 


A fter a very long tithe there was a pleasant sur- 
pri.se in regard to the announcement of the Indi¬ 
an team for the World and Cohimonwcalth 
Championships. The .selet:tion of the squad was aiha- 
pletely in order and it was impo,ssibIe for even the 
wildest critic of the TTFl to criticise it. 'riie men s team 
comprises Kamlesh Mehta, S. Raman, Chetan Balxx)r, 
Aruniyoii Barua and Sujay Ghorpade and the women 
consist of Mantu Ghosh, Bhuvana, .Sejal Shah and 
Radhika and all of them are automatic choices. 

While Kamlesh maintained his fomi by remaining 
unbeaten in the team and open events, tlierefjy esta¬ 
blishing hinrself as the outsunding Indian player of 
the decad<% Raman kept up his good show this year 
by real hing the final of the Nationals and failing to 
cro.ss only the last hurdle. 

Chetan is easily the most promisng player in India 
ivxlay. And he lo.st only two matches thrtiughout the 
Nationals. Arunjyoti picked him.selt on his gcxid show¬ 
ing in the Nationals particularly his victories over J. 
Premkumar and S. Sriram, the two rivals again.st him 
whom he has always had problems. A singular di.stinc- 
tion of his is that he is the only player who has Ixiaten 
Kamle.sh this .sea.son and thus fully deserves his place. 

.Sujay Ghorpade got himself selected as there is no 
other contender for the fifth place. After becoming 
national champion last year Sujay has not won a .sin¬ 
gle major tournarnent He.however, has always kept 
himself among the tt^ five. The argument that the 
fifth place should go to a youngster may not hold 
much water as except for Chetan no youngster is real¬ 
ly deservit^ of a place in the team., . 

The omi.<ision of Arul Selvi, seeded no-one ftjr the 
Nationals, may come as a .surprise to her .supporters. 
The fact remains that she has never able to cope 
against certain type of players even ait she makes min* 
cenieat of her opponents at times. She is .affectionate¬ 
ly called "Richards". ft>r her con!».st0tcy and power 
packed game. To me the dropping of Atullielvi might 
be a blessii^ In disguise. She wUl hipw.cottceptraie 
more c«t certain technical aspects pf fer game and 



hopefully will be a better player next .season. She is 
still young and has the hardest forehand among all 
women players in the country today. 



1 do not know which pariicular God Bhuvana prays 
to but one thing is .sure. She invariably wins when 
least exjjccted. Surely OcxJ’.s choicest blessings must 
be on her lx;cau.se .she Ix’at three tough ojjponents on 
her wy to the final. Ultimately lier luck ran out but all 
.said and done hers was a notable performance for a 
girl .so young. If shci does not get distracted by other 
activities, a great future is in stwe for her. 

Radhika with the most con.sistent record picked her¬ 
self automatically while Mantu Ghc>.sh presented a sti- 
ange combination of Iseing India women s no one in 
and India no five in girl’s in the same year. By winn¬ 
ing the Nationals she made her place in the team 
certain. 

Sejal Shah, the other selected player, was also an 
automatic choice. There may lie .some critici.sm atioui 
her wiection on the gnxinds of Jier woeful pa.st 
recoit) ip international tournaments. But she Is certain-, 
ly most dcserv ing of a place on current ftxm. 

Then the inclusion of Niyati Shah raised .some 
eyebrow's but although technically the be.s,t player in 
India her performance this year has been far from, 
satisfactory. 

All in all the best available players have been selea- 
ed to fight for the amntry in the Commonwealth and 
World Champioaships later this month (April). I 
woukl how'ever be- surprised 'if the two .squads 
achieve good results thouj^ I dxp<-*ct Kamlesh and 
Raman 10 do wdl. ! 

ByV.C|iiindM«Md>ir 





(. ressure. Temperamentally, Mantu, Bhu- , 
■ vaneswari and Radhika were far ahead 
, of the others. 

I n the men's .section, it was an altoge¬ 
ther different at.se. Kanile.sh Mehta, 
despite hi,s age, still remains the 
best allround player in the country. He 
showed that he could always rise to the 
occasion and to the demands of any giv- 
' en situation. The challenge in men's 
.section was always against Kamlesh. 
Others in Kamle.sh's age-group have 
slowly faded out. Sujay Ghorpade, the 
reigning champion, had a lean season. 
He did not participate in the team 
events as Petroleum Sports Control 
Board, last year's winners in team 
events, failed to qualifty from Inter- 
lastitution Chanipioaships. He has defi¬ 
nitely slowed down. Sriram, a player 
with a different game, the pimpled-bat 
attacker, was swept off the field by 
Arunjyoti Bama of As.sam. Manmeet 
Singh, who has rax lieen playing regu¬ 
larly since winning the national title at 
Hyderabad, bowed out without a fight, 
to Ganesh Kundu. 

Among the youngsters, the two most 
iinpre.ssive were Chetan Baboor and 


southpaw S.Raman, both of Tamil 
Nadu. Chetan was the most popular 
player among the .spectators. His pt^u- 
iarity can be gauged from llie fact that 
the spectators could not stomach his 
siraighl-gamc loss to Kamlesh Mehta in 
the .semi-finals. The SOOO-odd specta¬ 
tors cheered Raman and bfxied Kam- 
iesh in the final. Chetan had a twin task 
in Jaipur; repre.senting Tamil Nadu in 
team and open events as well as appea¬ 
ring for his plu.s two final examination. 
He had been granted .special permi.s- 
sion to write his papers in Jaipur as the 
examination coincided with the Nation¬ 
als. Most of the days he was shuttling 
between the stadium and the examina¬ 
tion hall. And in between his matche.s, 
he'was seen going through his text 
books. 

The late holding of the Nationals is 
terrible for the juniors, who are stu¬ 
dents. Chetan’s performance must 
have been surely affected. Arup Ba.sak, 
another promising youngter, could not 
make it to Jaipur ^cause of his exams. 
It would have Ijeen better If the Nation- 

Kamlesh Mehta, the men's 
champkni mainttrined his form 
throughout 



als are completed before Jamtgry^ ’ ’ •. 
that the juniora can oontentriite m ■ : 
their studies. , ■ 

Kamlesh who had beaten Chetan so: .. 
easily was up against a ciifferent player 
in the final, in the form erf left-hand^ 
Raman. The Tamil Nadu player had 
beaten Kamlesh in the quarter-finals at 
Hyderabad and once again threa^ned 
to repeat the act. 

But Kamlesh, for all his repeated mis¬ 
takes, did not give up. Despite losing 
the first two games and down 14-19 
and then 19-20, Kamlesh did not throw 
in the towel. He just waited for a bpse 
of concentration on the part of his 
young tJpponent. And it did come. As 
Raman wavered in concentration for a 
second, Kamlesh struck. Kamlesh has 
proved that if one works liard he can 
wriggle out of any bad situation. 

Raman i.s .still young and if he too 
works hard, he may still win the nation¬ 
al men’s .singles title. 

The experienced team of Kamlesh, 
Manmeet and Sunil Babras won the 
men’s team title, beating the youthful 
Tamil Nadu in tlie final. The Banks 
Sports Board team wa.s indeed superior 
to their opponents. The lo.ss of Raman 
to Babras was a big loss to Tamil 
Nadu’s aspirations. 

Railways claimed the women’s team 
events, coming back from a two-zero 
deficit to turn the tables on Petroleum 
.Sports Control Board, who boa.sted of 
Niyati and Monaiisa Mehta in their 
ranks. 6ut PSCB made the blunder of 
playing their two star players in all their 
matt'hes and not resting them at all. In 
the final analysis, it uild on their perfor¬ 
mance. Niyati and Monalisa looked 
stale and tired in the final which was 
fully exploited by the Railways’ young 
team of Radhika and Sejal Sfah. PSCB’s 
third player, B. Usha, was rak played at 
all, even in group matches. ■ 

One went to the Nationals, looking 
for a new-look champiomhip and 
came out satisfied with the peiformah- 
ce of the wcxnai players, who though 
nowhere noarf Asian dass, are stfil 
young.and have ample years before 
them to prove their worth, l^e men 
dki disafqxxnt. Kamlesh sdli remains 
dK only player erf intematicwial stan- 
ebrd althou£^ a few youngstets are on 
the hoiizcm. like the Odripse coach, li . 
Teyang said. The in<Nar»ne^ to 
work much harder if they stand any t 

chance of iniproving upon their pc^ ■ 
ton in yvedd r^1ting8^ . ’ . , * 
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Laugh, laugh, laugh...Laugh at guur heroes. 


MARK KILTSH 
researches into some 
top class sporting 
literature and 
extracts funny 
anecdotes hitherto 
unknown to the 
world... 


irss 


I 


T he clock had struck 

midnight eind there didn’t 
seem any logical 
explanation for an English 
cricketer to be holding 
four Indian waiters at bay 
with'a cricket bat in a Delhi hotel 
corridor. What exactly was 
happening? 

Thei’eason behind this odd 
behaviour was that his more 
experienced colleagues had 
convinced him that most Indians 
were homosexual and would find 
his tanned looks irresistible. 

The only deviation he hankered 
after was the flight of a cricket 
ball and the thought of turning on 
the wrong half of India worried 
him By the time the tour reached 
Delhi the worry had turned into a 
phobia. He was even wearing his 
jockstrap back-to-front. And there 
was worse to come for the gullible 
bowler. 

His team-mates phoned him in 
mock Indian accents to announce 
that they loved the cricketing 
‘sahib’ and would be coming 
round to ‘pay their respects' that 
evening 

The bowler panicked. He locked 
his room, but his colleagues in the 
attire of Indian waiters were not 
stumped. They climbed on to his 
balcony and made amorous 
overtures. 

Clutching a cricket bat and 
screaming for help the young 
cricketer ran from his ixiom just 
ahead of what he thought was a 
bunch of Punjabi poofs. His 
team-mates found him two floors 
up. back against a wall, 
threatening to brain the first 
waiter who so much as blew a 
kiss. 

Cricket On The Brain'by 
Bernard Hollowood (Eve & 
Spottiswoode) is just one of the 
numerous hooks doing the 
London i-ounds that enlighten the 


reader with the lighter moments 
of sports. Also high on the 
funnies’ list is Game, Set & 
Deadline—A Tennis Odyssey (W. 
Heinemann), which narrates some 
of the most fascinating episodes in 
tennis history. Yet another book 
which tickles the funny bone is 
Eddie The Eagle: My Story ^oy 
madcap British ski-jumper Eddie 
Edwards. These and many such 
books have gone into several 
reprints because of their 
infectious humour and their 
unconventional way of narrating 
superstar events. 

Take for example. Bellamy's 
classic description of a match 
between Miloslav Mecir and Tom 
Gullikson at Wimbledon to 1987. 

“Mccir likes fishing.” Bellamy 
wrote, “He is a big, highly bearded 












'port s rare moments of humour 



man who always locks sleepy. His 
demeanour suggests that having 
shaved and dressed in the 
morning, he probably feels he has 
had as miich exercise as he can 
take in one day. On court he 
sometimes serves underarm when 
his arm and his heart get weary. 

“It was ftin watching this 
dreamy Czechoslovak—^treading 
an alien surface and fighting 
many of his natural instincts—set 
about a man who knows what 
grass court tennis is ail about. 

"Mecir certainly had a go. He 
threw himself this way and that. 
He skidded. He fell. He walked 
around on his knees for a while, 
implying that he was too tired to 
get up. 

“A charming, spectacular 
match had an appropriate ending. 


with Ivfecir sprawlmg on the 
ground again, looking puzzled 
and resigned as a desperate 
forehand went out of court. He 
may have mused that grass was 
not for tennis. It was simply 
somethmg you sat on while 
fishing.” 

Eddie Edwards does not sit on 
his laurels. He says he has 
swooped down on earth out of his 
time. He*s a man of the future, he 
says. Or perhaps, as he quickly 
contradicts himself, with his 
‘never-say-die’ and ‘good sport’ 
attitude he’s a man from the paust. 

And going'by his book he seems 
deadpan about his sport. His main 
contention at the Calgary Games 
before stepping on the 90 metre 
platform, as he puts it “was to stay 
alive. After all,” he points out “I 




strseir 
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hadn’t drawn any life insurance!” 

T ennis too is a startlingly 
spectator sport as BellEimy 
discovered. In 1985, when the 
tall Anne White came out to play 
against Pam Shriver, clothed from 
head to toe in a white body 
stocking, the match was instantly 
suspended because of White’s 
wrong choice of clothes. Says 
Bellamy in his non-chalant style: 
“Wimbledon did not permit her to 
wear the same clothing as 
yesterday. Tliey insisted that she 
expose her logs, which seemed to 
go on forever but could not 
honestly be described as boring.” 

A leading tennis scribe of the 
London Times, Bellamy, has 
covered most of major tennis 
events in the last quarter century. 
Writing on Martina Navratilova in 


1976, the author said: “Miss 
Navratilova is more 
demonstrative, less predictable. 
Groundless though the fear might 
be, one would never be hundred 
per cent certain that, if the waiter 


Boms 

BECKBL _ He 

‘was Hlnim his 
raceuet at Bie tall 
asifiwexpeeiea 
nelBier to eeme 
back’ 


spilt the soup, she would not sock 
him with the spoon. Yet, here she 
was, convincing us.that within a 
year or two she could be mature 
enough to win 
Wimbledon”. 

Although his finest humour 
comes while describing women’s 
matches, he is never 
condescending or ill-timed. Just 
tongue-in-cheek. Like during the 
match when Linda Siegel’s low cut 
dress “briefly failed its policy of 
containment.” or when 
Navratilova’s skirt, came 
unwrapped at Wimbledon. “The 
shared laughter”, says Bellamy, 
“instantly settled her nerves.” 

At another occasion he 
remembers the memorable 
moment at the Australian Open at 
Melbourne’s Kooyong Stadium, 
when a lady walked up to 












Australian tennis star John 
Newoombe and tried to pull off his 
moustaches to see if they were 
real. When convinced they were, 
she walked away without apology. 
Further in the article Bellamy 
recoimts the incident when an 
aging Newcombe after being 
trounced by the then teenager 
Bjorn Borg Lamented: “After a 
match I ring home and talk to the 
kids. He rings home and talks to 
his parents!" 

Talking about age HoUowood’s. 
Cricket On The Brain narrates a 
hilarious incident when an 
England county bowler getting 
ahead in years set about a way to 
break the monotony of the gfame. 
He substituted the ball for a round 
piece of red span for the first 
delivery after lunch at a seaside 
British county game. The 


Clocks and watches, which do not 
capture the essential nature of 
such matches, insisted that they 
slugged it out for only two hours 
and 45 minutes. 

“The match seemed longer 
because of the monotonous 
baseline exchanges. One joker 
started a rumour to the enbct that, 
outside the stadium, bouncers 
were throwing people in.. One 
British photograp^r said he took 
all the pictures he needed while 
Lendl and Wilander were playing 
one rally. Without shame,” he 
continues “I confess to escaping 
for half an hour to a leafy cabin in 
Bois de Boulogne and lunching on 
pate and coffee”. 

Writing in his usual laconic 
style. Bellamy says of Boris 
Becker at Wimbledon in 1987: 
“Becker was hurling himself all 



unsuspecting batsman swung his 
bat and was covered in flakes. The 
bowler only stopped laughing 
when the umpire said he would 
report the matter. 

However, if some players have a 
penchant for lifting the spectator 
spirits there are others who can 
make a match look like an 
eternity. Bellamy discovered this 
to his dismay when he witnessed 
the 1984 French Open between 
Mats Wilander and Ivan Lendl. 

“Lendl and Wilander." Bellamy 
wrote in his despatch. “Seemed to 
play through a change of climate. 


over the place and flinging his 
racket at the ball as if he expected 
neither to come back. He was also 
doing his now famous imitation of 
a man cycling down a cobbled 
street, without a bicycle. Becker 
pumps himself up, as they say. 
and makes no secret of his intense 
excitement and the iron will of a 
sporti.Ttg hero.” 

But says Bernard Hollowood. 
the press sometimes has a nasty 
habit of turning a sporting hero 
into a zeio. Back in the days when 
Sir Donald “The Don” Bradman 
was being the best batsman in 


I cricket history and was over in 
England beating the tripe out of 
the Britishers (1948), Uie Britisb 
sports scribes became so sick and 
tired of his century stand that one 
paper, after one particular match, 
brought out a banner which 
proclaimed, “The Don Fails!” 
Bradman had scored oniy 83! 

Another of Bradman’s 
anecdotes dates back to 1936 
when in an interstate match held 
at Adelaide, Don Bradman broke 
yet another record—^this time one 
belonging to another mighty 
hitter, Clem Hill, who had belted 
360 not out against the 
Tasmanians in 1900. Cheeky old 
Clem immediately sent The Don a 
telegram which read. 
“Congratulations, you little devil 
for breaking my record.” 

Hollowood strikes a sombre note 
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talking of one sunny day in the 
summer of 1909, at a cricket 
ground 

where a batsman belted a stong 
cover drive which hit and killed an 
attendant pigeon. 

A local ginger tomcat seized the 
dead bird and raced off with it 
'Two weeks later the same cat was 
“fielding" in the covers hoping for 
another drive. It came, too and 
killed him! • 
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H you’re talking the eexiest man on the tennis 
circuit, you’re talking Andre Agassi 


I WHAT S ON YOUR MIND | 


Tennis or sex 

N O insult to Professor Freud but we feel he 
might have slipped up in his studies on 
sex. At least, Freud didn’t know that sex 
and tennis vibe really well together. If Freud 
didn’t, a lot of others did. This is how they 
responded to a survey . 

If forced to pick between tennis and sex, 
which would you pick? 

57 per cent voted... sex! 

Do you spend more time thinking about sex, 
or tennis? 

48 per cent said sex, 36 per cent said tennis 
while 16 per cent were thoroughly confused 
(funny) 

Do you ever think about sex while playing 
tennis? 

54 per cent said a big YES! 

Do you ever think about tennis while having 
sex? 

Obviously, 86 per cent said no. 

Do you enjoy tennis with the opposite sex? 
83 per cent said yes 

Do you believe in the saying that ‘tennis 
player make better lovers’? 

45 per cent said yes, 47 per cent said no, while 
8 per cent were undecided. 

And who’s the sexiest male on the pro tour? 
Andre Agassi! 

The sexiest female? 

Gabriela Sabatini (P.S. Miss Capriati is 
running a close second there) 

When sex is good it’s wonderful, and when 
it’s bad it's still pretty good. Too bad the same 
can’t be said of tennis. 




COACH VS 
COACH 


Who's got? 
Who's not 

1 991, we have deduced, 
is the year of the tennis 
coach. In short: Who’s 
hot? Who’s not? Starting 
from the top of the 
ladder, we have Boris 
Becker who has said his 
farewells to coach Bob 
Brett and welcomed Niki 
Pilic into his fold. A 
rather lost Brett looked, 
and found solace in 
Goran Ivanisevic who 
hired him. 

’Gentleman’ Tim 
Mayotte who has 
rocketed — downwards—to 
105 in the rankings has 
taken on Billie Jean King 
to instil in him a bit of 
confidence. Ditto for 
Thomas Muster who’s 
pleaded with (hold your 
breath!) oTJimbo 
Connors to give him that 
much needed pep that 
might push him up in the 
rankings. Connors 
agreed, or rather, he said 
’grunt’. 



WE LOOK 
WHERE 
WE'RE NOT 
SUPPOSED 1 


Tommy Thompson is 
stOl loyal to teenage 
prodigy Jennifer Capriati 
and CaHos Kirmayr to 
Gabriela Sabatini. Tony 
Pickard has decided to 
earn a little ’extra’ by 
a.ssuming the 
re.sponsilnlity of the 
British Davis Cup team 
but he stiU pans the gold 
from Edberg’s rich 
mines. And last, but most 
important, Lendl has 
asked former Wimbledon 
’flukey’ Chris Lewis of 
New Zealand to team up 
with him. The 
arrangement is strictly for 
fitness purposes while 
Roche is the retd McCoy. 
The rest are doing fine, 
thank you. 


Edberg with coach Tony Pickard. Pickard has 
decided to invest his talente into the British 
Davis Cup team 












COLA 

BOWLER 


Thums Up or 
Lehar? 

■f he's not getdiig 
involved in the 
•local ‘pace wars* 


then he's falling 
victim to the Cola 
wan. Yes, Kapil Dev 
seems to be a 
scapegoat all the 
time. 

Under contract 
with Lehar Pepsi to 
undertake a door to 
door campaign of 



their product in 
Delhi, Kairil soon saw 
himself facing 
opposition frinn 
Parle's Thums Up. 

Parte took outa seven 
year-old ad featuring 
the Dev himself and 
flashed it all around 
town. 




t’Biust straight 
spsi promo^. 
9ut can we ask, 
Kaps:areyou 
really into 
soft drinks? 



‘‘It'smdlegai,*' 
Kapil told 

SporUwtuM. “I mean 
the ad was done in 
1984. Since then my 
contract with them 
has expired. How can 
yon suddenly take out 
a picture of me and 
flash it all over 
town?” Kapil 
spewed. “They 
could have doM it if 
they had renewed my 
contract. But they 
didn't so I objected. 
Since they persisted 
with this adverse 
campaign. I have put 
astay order on 
them,” he concluded 
satisfactorily. 

The fans, towever, 
are thoroughly 
coitfused as to which 
is Kapil's favourite 
Cola. Some people 
wonder wether 
drinking any Cola is 
good for Kapil who’s 
a fitness freak. 


‘ ''t f’’v J,' i -• . 



Martina-Judy split! 

W HILE Monica Seles has gone and 
assumed the top spot in women’s 
tennis, Martina Navratilova has made 
another return. But it’s not the same 
Martina that one would normally expect. 
True she’s probably fitter than ever before 
but this time she’s going it alone. 

Why, you may ask. Martina’s undergone a 
kind of‘tennis divorce! She’s gone and 
broken up with her long-time friend and 
travelling companion, Judy Nelson. This 
highly publicised split might just involve a 
visit to the law courts. 

But who is Martina going to hug after 
climbing the stands when (or if) she wins her 
tenth Wimbledon title? For that matter 
who’s going to iron her clothes and take care 
of her kit? And then who might design the 
MN—or Martina Navratilova—clothing line. 
Looks Martina is just left with KD for 
company. And we’re not referring to Kapil 
Dev, but Killer Dog! 
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Martina Navratilova (centre) and Judy Nelson 
(right) have undergone a highly publicised 
‘tennis divorce' 








I T’S 80 difficult to 
know when to retire. 
Billie Jean Kin^ was 
still playing tennis 
when she was 40, but 
her fans didn’t like 
seeing her lose in the 
first round. Many won* 
dered why she didn’t call 
it quits and go out 
gracefully. I should 
know; I was one of them. 

But really, age has no¬ 
thing to do with retire¬ 
ment; some people play 
their best tennis in their 
early thirties. I retired 
because tennis had be¬ 
come a strain on both 
my body and my person¬ 
al bfe. It was getting too 
tough for me. But it’s 
not necessarily the same 
for everyone. I under¬ 
stand why some play^ 
stay past their primes. 
They’ve put so much 
time and hard work into 
being professionals, and 
they don’t want to relin¬ 
quish that. The older 
you get. the more you 
realise how lucky you 
are to be a professional 
tennis player. You want 


January, many of his 
fans thought he should 
have rMired. But John 
continued even though 
he often lost in the quar¬ 
ters or sometimes ear- 
Uer. He still tried, know¬ 
ing he wasn’t the best in 
the world anymore. 
John is a winner, and I 
admire his attitude. 

He is very result— 
oriented and now feels 
he’s on the comeback 
trail. Look at what he 
did at last S^itsmber’s 
U.8. Open. Sometimes it 
takes winning one 
match to carry you for 
another six months. 
And it’s just a matter of 
time before such a match 
shows up again—like at 
a Wimbledon final. 

John has so much ta¬ 
lent. I don’t know what 
his training routine is 
now, but I think he’s 


hard at work trying to 
regain his old form. I get 
the sense that he’s not 
saying that; he’s really 
building up to some¬ 
thing. 

Jimmy Connors, on 
the other hand, didn't 
play much tennis last 
year (He had an opera¬ 
tion on his wrist in the 
fall). But Jimmy’s love 
of the game is unequal¬ 
led. And though he 
doesn’t think he can win 
another major, he still 
relishes the chance to hit 
the ball, to entertain the 
crowd. Competing is in 
his blood. 

How can you tell a 
Jimmy Connors to quit? 
He’s happy even when 
he loses early. 1 think he 
should keep playing. He 
has at least one more 
year left, though I think 
he’ll have to plan his 


schedule and pace him¬ 
self. 

John’s and Jimmy’s 
timetables are different 
than mine. They can 
play untU age 40. Thqy 
both have wives and kids 
and yet fihd plenty of 
time for tennis. But as 
rewarding as a family is, 
it does interfere with 
your career, especially if 
you’re a woman. It’s 
hard to commit your en¬ 
tire being to the game 
when you have young 
children at home. The 
younger players are 
hungry and have no 
other responsibilities or 
commitments. I also 
think people forget that 
tennis players compete 
to earn a living. A man's 
mentality—that he must 
be the breadwinner- 
tends to prolong his 
career. 

As a fan and a friend 
of Martina Navratilova, I 
would like to see 1991 be 
her last year on the tour. 
She should retire at the 
top of her game. 1 think 
she has one more year to 


‘Hey Jbimiy! When is the last act?’ 


it to last as long as 
possible. 

You also have to know 
what you’re going to do 
when your playing days 
are over. 

I wanted to start a 
family, but I also had to 
feel comfortable know¬ 
ing that I wouldn’t have 
tennis in my life any¬ 
more. On the one hand, I 
knew that I wasn’t com¬ 
peting. But I also knew 
it would have been har¬ 
der to leave without hav¬ 
ing other projects—oom- 
mentating for NBC, 
organising my pro/ 
celebrity event and 
being president of the 
WTA—to keep me busy. 

1 also have exhitntions to 
fill the void of not 
pla 3 dng. 

After John McEnroe 
was default th^. 

AdlstraUan Open ,last^ 






finish in the top two or 
three before Monica 
Seles, Jennifer Capriati 
and Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario start to pass her. 
Actually, Martina is. 
already preparing for 
retirement. She has a 
clothing line—MN by 
Herman Geist. She'll live 
in Aspen and be happy 
there—and she’ll have 
me as a neighbour! 

Without tennis, you 
have the freedom and 
the money to do any¬ 
thing you want. You 
might not find anythiiig 
as intense as tennis, but 
you can find something 
challenging. With re¬ 
tirement comes the 
pangs and panic of 
seeing others getting 
attention. But every ten¬ 
nis player has to retire- 
...sometime. 

ChKaEwsrl 
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THEY’D ALWAYS SIT HERE,. 
THEIR OLD BONES SOAKING THE SUN. 
PLAYING THE SAME GAME. 

OURS WAS A LirriE DIFFERENT. 
YOU WERE SHY. 

AND I KEPT RUNNING AWAY. 

1 WONDER SOMETIMES. 

HOW IS IT BOTH OF US WON. 


CX)MEHOMETO 


THE 
PREMIUM 
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* The new image of 
Monica Seles 


* The rise of Sobotini 
and the Graf decline 


* Is life off the court 
affecting Becker's ploy? 



NOW, IT’S 





























Wheniretire, I’ll never be 
a burden to my son. 


LlCs TEEVAN DHARA 
is my guarantee for a lifelong pension. 


LK'.s.lcei’aii Dhara jH'asion sihcnie 
meanN niuch-iwcdcd secuna in i>ld age 
lijng before vou retire, Jeevan Dhara 
starts, building for you a monthly income 
for life Here's how it worits 
If you are 3^ and pay a monthly premium 
of Rs SCO till vou are S9, you will get a 
minimum of Rs ‘i.SQS- monthly pension 
througlinut your life from the age of tiO. 


Take a look at jeevan Dhara's benefits: 

• i 2 post-dated cheques (one ft>r each 
month) at the hegiiming of 

each year. 

• Ptemiuias paid uptu Rs. 40,000 a 
year, are !(K»% deductible from 
taxable income under Section 
80CCA of the Income Tax Act. 


• Bonus addition-once when the 
monthly income starts and again on 
the death of the policy-holder in 
addition to the principal sum payable 
to the legal heits. 

Ft 'ree brochure andilelailsconlaclyournearesi 

UCc^fice, any UC agent or Development Officer. 

We anil tx glad to help you. 



Cife Jnsurance (Torporation of Jndia 


n-onoi 


MDummcaMM 



P eople like the Irish love to 
come to the great 
cathedral of Wembley. It 
inspires them. It lifts tiieir 
spirits, their morale and their 
determination. I’d be surprised If 
Ireland won, but the England 
team will have to fight tooth and 
nail. 

BOBBY ROBSON sums up the 
fervour that accompanies an 
England vs Ireland match. The two 
teams are scheduled to meet next 
for^ European Cup quarter finals- 
he.(Sabatlni) has become 
steadier and more 
^sdr sggi^slve and she 
always does the right diings at 
ttie right time. She used to give 
up a Httieewlier than she should 
hinre done, but she does not do 
that anymore. 

STEFR GRAF, now that she has 
become the hunted, analyses 
Sabatini’s game. 


for the I 
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VOICES 


I don't want to do the men 
down, tMit the three pictures 
dn the front pages of the 
pi|iers this week have ail been 
women. 

MONICA SELES, now that she is 
the No. 1 becomes spc^eswoman 
for womens’ tennis. Here she takes 
a tongue in cheek review of the 
mens’ and womens’ section of the 
game. 



Y ou play a few good shots 
and there's no reaction 
from the crowd, then you 
duck under a bouncer and 
they're up on their feet. They 
seem to like bouncers here and 
not much else. 

Cricketers down the ages have 
had problems with tne Caribbean 
spectators. This time it is MARK 
TAYLOR who voices his opinion. 


I wouid notidnpdkTt s 
pardeular date to ratira. teitat 
the montent, ttioplteiia if dtis 
tour agaliist AustraMs owy 1)0 
my last In the West fndiiiB.:The; 
trl^ to England may ateobemy : 
last trip abroad. 

VIV RICHARDS, now finding it 
difficult to slow down the onslaught 
of ^e, contemplates . 
retirement. 

J amaica has got to make auee 
that it doesn't happen agdih. 
It was absurd. The right 
people should get a kick up the 
backside. 

ALLAN BORDER on the 
inadequate covers that led to water 
seeping onto the pitch in Sabina 
Park. 
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I t’S a challenge for me right 
now. My game is all about 
confidence and when I’ve not 
got the confidence to make my 
shots, it gets frustating. But I 
can’t play defensively, or my 
oppoiwnt seneee blood. 

! >WDRE AGASSI, takes stock of 
his game. 
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Cover and poster photographs by 
Patrick Eagar 


All illustrations by Debashish Deb 


j Q AND NOW, !T S 
! UWAR! 

ns(' rivalry, donyerous fost 

controvei'^Y ond o Wfs^ Indies 
n irf the second Tc^t have placed the 
jssio tour the Curibbeon in on 
• citiric) fiosition We te nc)w rcody for 
o'.t off Dovid MrMohon from 
elbourne, and Williom Rhodes and 
‘^Mck Eayoi from the Caribf^cun dn 
e need! Li I 
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INDIA S DAVIS CUP 
WIN 


Romesh Knshnan and Leander Paes 
tooh Indio to on easy vetory o^er 
lndon(‘sic] in the Davis Gup motcfi in 
Jaipur Rohit Bripiath was there to tell 
the story 


72 


WHAT S THE MATTER 
WITH GAZZA? 


K Fncjiciiid', Paul Gascoigne o true 
socce gieaf or |ust o punk created by 
the British jnedio into a legend^ Is the 
Ca/za hyfic jiistitied’ 
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ANNA know how Monica Seles 
celebrated her promotion to 
number one in the world? She had a 
party with around 100 close friends 
and her family in a posh club in 
Florida, The funny thing was that 
none of her circuit colleagues, except fellow teenage 
sensation Jennifer Capriati, called to congratulate 
her. Bui that was fine with Seles, who last week 



increased her lead over Steffi Graf at the head of the 
ATP computer rankings. The new queen of the court 
took ail this in her stride just as she does victory or 
defeat. “Not too many of them know my phone 
number," was her comment. 

It's clear now tennis has a new grande dame, and 
she’s really cool. 

The gruff and thunderous reign of Steffi Graf is 
over after a record-breaking 186 weeks, to be 















replaced by the sunnier smiles, pink knickers and 
grunts of 17-year- old Monica Seles, the youngest 
ever world number one in women’s tennis. 

To dethrone Graf, earn enough to buy her first 
Chanel suit (red) and become the youngest Grand 

Slam title-winner this _ 

century, suggests the 

possession of formidable * k hfiin 

talent. But she sees it UCUt 

rather differently. foiT QS lOtlQ (U 

Having won the ^ HrfifI tn 

Australian Open ^ if*'*', 

in January, her second flQt bcillC 

Grand Slam title, she * ■ •» 

succinctly outlined her StCtf f,lK6 Jjll 

flaws She could not serve 
with any venom, volley 


1 .?•. . i 


^ After being numbWme 
for as long as Steffi, Ijnigfit 
get tired too* But I gt^^ ^ 
it^ not being like a big^ck 
star like Madonna. So it*i^ 
bad but happy at th^^p0t 
time* ^ 


mfidence nor lob with much control. “I 
Ie on my game, ” she said with 
l^issatisfaction. 

Hion arises; How can a player so bad 
n||r one in the world? “Well,” she said, 

^_ pondering the mystery, 

"I still have a lot of good 
sides, 1 would say." 

• 1.S- true. Even 

pHigtl t before her waif-like 

arms had made any 
acquaintance with 
g ftJDCk muscle, in the days 

when comparisons with 
'O f r S Oliver Oyl were irresisti 

snuOt' could clout a 

tennis ball with 








“That’s Steffi’s problem”: Gaby 













I F LIFE at the top is lonely, life just over the 
top aeeme to be even lonelier for Steffi Oraf. 
Not surprisingly, perhaps, after years of 
being grotind into eubmueion, no one is 
rushing to help her rediscover her superiority 
oomplez. Asked what Graf should do to get 
hack to No. 1, Sabatini, her conqueror in the 
sexni-fltutl of the Lipton International, replied: 
“I don’t know. That’s her problem. ” And 
Sabatini is Graf’s doubles partner 
The Argrentinian could be pardoned for her 
lack of concern.. When the school bully has 
been picking on you for the last five years, it is 
hard to shake hands when the moment of 
revenge finally arrives. In 17 defeats over five 
years, Sabatini suffered more than most from 
GraTs domination and the fact that she was 
touted as the next world No. 1 before the 
German would not have eased the pain of 
perpetvial defeat. 

While Graf won nine Grand Slam titles, 
Sabatini ground away on the baseUne, making 
a lot of money from her tennis and her range 



“It would be hard for 
Steffi to change**: Seles 


I 


of perfumes, but very little impression on the 
statistics that really mattered. 

Now Sabatini has won her last four matches 
with Graf and there was just a hint of disdain 
in the way she meandered through the first set 
of her semi-final at Key Biscayne giving Graf a 
6-0 start before coming back to win 0-6, 7-6, 
6 -1. The No. 3 seed won just eight points in 22 
minutes, as if she wanted to find out how far 
she could let Graf race ahead before applying 
the brake. 

Grafs plight was treated more 
considerately, if not compassionately, by 
Monica Seles, her successor as No. 1 and the 
Lipton champion. But then Spies did not suffer 
as much as Sabatini under Grafs yoke. “It 
would be hard for her to change her technique 
after 14 years,” Seles said. “Any number of 
people can tell me to go to the net and voUey 
but you have to feel it inside. You have to feel 
it. It’s the same for Steffi. She can change her 
game, go to the net more but only if she really 
wants to. 

"It was always going to happen. It happened 
to Navratilova and Evert. Someone younger 
and better is always coming along.” Wisely, no 
one mentioned the name Capriati. Now people 
are talking of Selee-Sabatini duels. 











astonishing power. 

The timiiig on her double-fisted groundstrokes 
was, and remains, immactdate and the supergrunt 
she emits with every shot eerily resembles a karate 
chopper in the throes of an ippon. 

As if that were not enough, she is now doing 
press-ups. “I see some girls of my age able to do 40 
press-ups. I can only do two and I'm supposed to be a 
big sportswoman.” 

But self-disgust at her enfeebled state is tempered 
by realism. “At least I’m a big fighter. I never give 
up until the last point is over.” And that is the real 
key to the rise and rise of Monica Seles. 

“Above all, she has a fantastically strong mind,” 
said Peter Terry, consultant sports psychologist to 
the U S. Lawn Tennis Association. “She has the 
ability to hit her best shots when the pressure is 
most intense. Age is bound to be a factor. 

“Like the young Boris Becker, she plays with 
incredible freedom because she is in complete 
ignorance of the magnitude of what she is doing. To 
her it is still fun.” 

It sure is. After a party last week at her home in 
Sarasota, Florida, to celebrate her precocious 
achievement, she reflected on her number one 
status. “You practise to be number one. That’s your 
goal and I was kind of projecting to make it when 20 
or 21. To happen this soon is pretty unbelievable. 


I ^4 1-. ♦-ti 4-1. 




















A s a welcome to 
hie new coach, 
Nikki Pilic, 
Boris Becker’s recent 
displays have been 
somewhat less than 
ecstatic. Rarely can 
Becker have played so 
poorly as he did in his 
narrow victory over a 
qualifier who had 
only ever won three 


Becker recently 
patched up with 
former girlfriend 
Brenda Schultz and 
went off to the beach 

matches on the tour 
and in a humiliating 
defeat by Patrick 
McEnroe in the third 
round at Key 
Biscayne. Pilic, more 
used to watching 


Becker’s triumphant 
days, must be 
wondering just what 
he h^ taken on as the 
successor to Bob 
Brett. 

Becker and PUic 
have just over two 
months to pick up the 
pieces in time for the 
French Open in May. 
Though he would not 


BORIS BECKER 


BEACH BOll 

be drawn into - 

admitting that 
victory in the French 
Open, the only Qrand 
Slam he has not won, 
rather than 
Wimbledon is now top 
of his list—"the 
French comes before 
Wimbledon, so that is 
the next step”, he 
said—^all the arrows 
in his life and his 
preparation are 
pointing towards 
Ronald Garros.. 

After parting 
comf>any with Brett 
in February two 
weeks after becoming 
the world No. 1, 

Becker has hired Pilic 
to take him through 
what might prove to 
be the final phase of 
his career. Besides 
being a good Mend 
and the Gernuui 
Davis Cup captain, 

Pilic has been in a 
final of the French 
Open, an experience 
Becker has yet to 
eiyoy. Semi final 
defeats by Wilander 
and Edberg are the 
nearest he has come 
to success on a 
surfame which has 
never suited his game 
or his temperament.. 

But this is new 
territory for Pilic. A 
new Becker, too. A 
casual, leaden footed 
character, who has 
played with no pride 
here, openly 
admitting that the 
attractions of the 
Maiitius beach and 
girlfriend Karen 
Schultz have been 
greater than those of 
the tennis court. A 
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Richards, Border and umpire 
Grafter discuss the weather and the 
pitch 

are going' to start perhaps 50 runs 
to the g^ood with their much more 
aggressive running between 
wickets. Against that, West Indies 
still have some tremendous 
cricketers in their side, and word 
that Australia are looking to 
bounce them out sounds highly 
questionable to me. 

Time was when the two sides 
would have gone into the match 
with little but spin. It was here 
that Lance Gibbs took the first 
steps towards becoming such a 
prolific taker of wickets. Yet, 
before the 2nd Test, Australia's 
intention was to play no spinner. 
When, in the last one-day 
international, the ball turned, 
they thought again. The slow 
bowling in the match will 
be entrusted, therefore, mostly to 
Matthews and Hooper, 

One wonders whether the West 
Indies’ ten wicket win in the 
second Test at Georgetown has in 
reality given a fresh lease of life to 
Caribbean cricket in general and 
some of the veteren players of the 
team in particular. The question 
being asked is whether the win 
has laid low the pessimism which 
had come over the Caribbean game 
overthelastfewmonths? 

By John Woodcock^ 
Georgetown 
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F the Australian cricket squad 
touring the Caribbean believes 
in omens, then the signs 

before the second Test at 
Bourda were not good. Even 
before the Test began, West Indies 
cricket manager Lance Gibbs was 
in a rage -and he was making no 
secret of his displeasure. 

Gibbs, the former Test spinner, 
was up in arms when he 
discovered spike marks on the 
w ickets before the start of the 
second Tes(.. Outspoken as ever, 
he vented his wrath on the 
Australians who had used the 
wicket for a practise session 
before the Test match As also the 
fact that, cricketers who were 
wearing Test spikes had 
w'andered onto the playing area 

Gibbs stopped short of blaming 
the Australians for having 
deliberately spiked the wicket but 
did not rniiicc his words “They 
should liavo known bellei' than 
that" he s,ud, “this would never 
have happened at Lords. I 
wouldn’t go ont in Melliourne or 
Sydney witii spikes on. would 1? 

In other countries in the world, wo 
are not even allowed f>ut near the 
wicket. let aloiu' onto the wicket 
itself ” 

Ptunng up and down like an 
angry lion alter the damage had 
been dis<rivf>red Gibbs dninanded 
of Ins groundstafl. "Are ,vou 
frightened of theni'^ ', indicating 
that his employees should have 
taken a stronger stand against the 
touring cru kelers West Indies 
captian Viv Hicluirds. true to 
form, refused to let this ruffle 
him. All ho would say on the 
matter was that “if you worry 
about wickets, you end up 
worrying about everything else as 
well." 

Australia’s selectors had more 
on theii’ mind than the w'rath of 
Gibbs. There was much discussion 
on the matter of whether to drop 
Greg Matt hews and bring Steve 
Waugh back instead. There was 
some speculation that the out-of 
form 1 )ean Jones would be left out 
to make way for the senior 
Waugh. Ultimately however both 
Matthews and Jones kept their 
place and Steve Waugh was left, to 
ponder how long it would be 
before he wins back the Test slot 






Lance Gibbs was understandably 
annoyed at the Australians 
trampling all over the playing area 
with their spikes on 

he lost to his twin brother. 

As it happened. Matthews made 
a solitary run in Australia's first 
innings. Jones, a scratchy 34 Yet 
Australia 's batting seemed to be 
sitting pretty on the first day. six 
down for 249. Of the much 
vaunted top three batsmen, Mark 
Taylor, David Boon and vice 











The pace war hots 
up! Gus Logie 
(Inset) bears 
testimony of the 
Aussie firepower 
while David 
Boon has his 
helmet—and his 
chin—attended to, 
courtesy 
Patterson 


West Indies had been intentionally 
slow. 

They had employed blatant time 
wasting tactics. At the end of the 
evening, Australia did not spend 
too much of time in the dressing 
room and manager Bobby 
Simpson was openly scornful of 
the West Indian tactics. 
“Australians have never played 
that way. I don’t think we ever 
will. If they are going to play in 


1 captain QeolT Marsh. Taylor had 
departed for no score to Patrick 
Patterson and Boon had made 
only seven befoi'e falling to 
Mai-.shall. Marsh and Border had 
stitched the innings together, the 
opener falling .six short of wiiat 
would have been a richly deserved 
century while Bol der ground his 
way to a gritty 47. Mark Waugh 
then played a restrained innings 
in his stay of 71 in almost four 
hours trying to provide the sheet 
anchor role m the middle order 
collapse. Without too much 
support expected fi*om the tail. 
Waugh found an ally in 
wicketkeeper Ian Healy, who got 
5a in just under three hours 
taking Australia to .348. 

Australia’s batsman had 
actually scored 309 but 39 
runs -the fifth highest score of 
the innings-- had come fi-om 
extras With the West Indian fast 
bowlers contributing 23 no balls, 
t he point of contention at the end 
of the first day's play was that the 
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that fashion, we have to adjust our 
thinking to cope with it.” 

Yet the West Indian fast 
bowlers, with all their 
time-wasting and mid-over 
conferences had bowled extremely 
well. The batsmen had continued 
where the fast bowlers had left off 
and silthough Gordon Greenidge 
had gone, with only ten runs on 
the board, Desmond Haynes and 
Richie Richardson added almost 


300 runs before Australia 
managed to break the 
partnership. It was a partnership 
that decided the course of the 
entire Test match. On a slow 
wicket where the likes of 
McDermott and Hughes should 
have thrived, these two giited 
bastmen rammed home the West 
Indian supremacy. The West 
Indies would not lose this Test 
match but would Australia save 
it? 

Haynes finished with a 111 and 
Richardson with a 182 in a shade 
under six hours. The contrast 
with Australia's batsmen was 
amazing. Richardson had almost 
got his 200 in 344 minutes Marsh 
had got 94 in 335 minutes. There, 
in a nutshell, was the differencw 
between the two batting 
approaches. 

Australia had to grab for runs 
against a hostile attack. The W'est 
Indians plundered the runs 
against an attack that was ground 
mercilessly into the dust. 
Richardson led the West Indies 
past the Australiaji score at a pace 
no team in moder n cricket could 
hope to match The way he 
savaged the bowling, the West 
Indies had all but wiped the first 
innings lead with eight wickets 
remaining. 

Richardson was the man of the 













Richardson was the man of the moment 



Border and Marsh stitched tha 
couldn’t prevent tha 


I moment No helmet for this man. 

1 fe Wi'ars nothing more 
t'omphciited than a batter's sun 
hat.. Kven his bat seems to be the 
i sort ot thing little West Indian 
I Lki vs use in a game of beach 
j ( ru kei It has a weather-beaten 
I un- alxiul It. the sort of bat you will 
i never associate with a Test player 
I 11 IS held together in parts with 
hits ol sticky tapti but he wields it 
like King Ai'thur would have 
wielded hixeahbur 
i 'rtiii I Hash i ng bl ade got ae 
' iKuiiidaries and a sixes before 
I McOei'iiiott quenched the 
rampage It is interesting to note. 


in roti’ospect, that after the first 
Test, the Australians had 
roekoned they could get 
Richardson out cheaply in the 
gully, Richardson heard of the 
theory and stubbornly backed 
himself to make runs That he did 
make runs was not surprising but 
the manner in which he plundered 
them will leave the Australian 
bowlers with the type of thing 
nightmares are made of, 

Allan Bordei' has been playing 
Test cricket for the last 13 years, 
yet he shook las head in 
amazement as he said, “That was 
one of the best Test innings I have 


ever seen. He didn’t let up for a 
moment from when he went to the 
wicket at 1 for 10 and his innings 
alone got the West Indies into a 
position of strength. It was an 
absolute classic, a blinder of an 
Innings and wc won’t see too 
many of those around. What was 
disappointing was that Geoff 
Marsh and myself and the top 
three batsmen really had to 
struggle for runs, and then 
Richardson came along to belt us 
all over the park and wipe us off 
the board.” 

Yet it was Border who took five 
wickets, including four for no 
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strallan Innings together, but 
sntual defeat 

runs off nine deliveries, who 
cleaned up the West Indian tail. 
Annoyed that he had not bowled 
earlier, Border said, betraying a 
trace of exasperation “They made 
9-532 and I took 5 -51; it looks 
ridiculous. I’m really annoyed I 
didn’t bowl myself earlier. I 
probably should have more faith 
in my own bowhng, but hindsight 
is a wonderful thing. Maybe I have 
negative thoughts about my own 
bowling because when I play 
grade cricket or Shield cricket and 
I bring myself on to bowl, I get 
pogoed everywhere. ’’. 

But nothing could save 



Craig McDermott s plight typifies the way Australia s batting 
performed in this Test 

Australia as the tourists slumped 
to a ten-wicket defeat, the 
, frontline batsmen collapsing and 

. r ^ Dean Jones becoming the victim 

{see accompjuiylug story i of a 

Viat curious umpiring deci.sinn, Since 
maIIICT defeating the West Indies at 

||0\d Utt<k Ot Sydney in January 1989, the 

•• - , Australians have lost only tv.’o out 

of 22 Tests, and the 

tfinll disappointment showed clearly on 

• I ic it ViVt® Border’s face. “We know we can 

" ,1A l|8iV® bat better than we did here and we 

A certainly can bowl a lot. lot better. 

1 tXC®*'® ' ^ 

• Aon b -J team and we think we are ’’ 


David McMahon, Melbourne, with 
William Rhodes in Georgetown 









Did Hie Umpire 
Desenre Hie 
Hangman’s Noose? 


T 

Hi 

||Te 


■ HE main talking point of the 
second Test between the West 
Indies and Australia at 
Georgetown should have 
b«ien the inspirational batting 
performance of Richie 
Richardson, insteiui, and sadly for 
Test cricket, the heroics of 
Hicha rdaon was overshadowed by 
the controversial second innings 
dismissal of Tlean Jones. 

Jones, struggling for form, was 
run out for 3 m bizzarc 
circumstaiieos. as Australia 
fought for .survival. Jones was 
bowled by a no ball from Courtney 
Walsh, after- lie failed to hear the 


Thinking he hail 
been bowleg bjf a 
leglllmate delnerr 
Jones remong Ms 
gloves, strung his 
bal anger his arm 
aagheegeg 
towards the 
pavilion... 












no ball call from the umpire Ceane 
Cumberbatch; nor did he see the 
no ball signal by the umpire. 
Thinking he had been bowled by a 
legitimate delivery Jones removed 
his gloves, strung his bat under 
his arm and headed towards the 
pavilion. 

The ball was only a few metres 
from the stump and the man who 
had summed up the situation and 
the laws of cricket the quickest 
was Carl Hooper. A number of his 
teammates had still not realised 
what happened when he sprinted 
forward, grabbed the stump out of 
ground with the ball held in his 
liand. 


Jones had Ixjcn alerted by a 
shout from Border at the 
non-striker s end and had 
sprinted back to the crease with 
hisbatoutslretcheii Hooper had 
beaten him by the barest of 
niai-gin and the firldoi’s had gone 
up in a unanimous appeal. 

Jones, still bewildered at the 
rapid turn of events was judged 
out and the reaction ®f the West 
Indian fans at the members' stand 
was to jeer Viv Richards and the 
umpire. UmpireCumbei'batch 
later admitted he had made an 
error in giving Jones out, yet once | 
the dismissal had gone into the 
score book, it could not bo 
reversed. 

Richards had had his chance to 
recall Jones, yet chose to ignore 


his prerogative. According to the 
laws of cricket, no batsman can be 
given out in such a situation, 
unless ho had attempted a run. 
Jones had not attempted a run, 
and therefore could not have been 
given out. 

“It was silly cricket all round," 
said a disappointed Allan Border. 
The Australian coach Bobby 
Simpson, angry at the decision 
approached the umpires in the 
next break of play and asked for 
an exp'anation, but came away 
with the observation that both 
umpires were embarrassed and 
upset’. 

Simpson questioned not just the 


Alvin Kallicharran was recalled 
to bat In 1974 after being 
dismissed in controversial 
circumstances 

decision taut the spirit in wliicJi 
the run out had been made by the 
fieider "This can t be in tlie spirit 
of the game and it’s aiinoyi ng that 
such 1 thing .shouid happen. 
becau.se the umpires don't know 
the rules and captain did not see it 
tit to call the batsman back ’’ 

Richards defended him-self in no 
uncertain terms 'T didn’t sec the 
incioent, I was too Imsy 
celebrating with the crowd When 
I turned around, 1 thought it was 
a leg’.timate dismissal. I didn’t 
know the rule until tea. when 
everyone else was talking about 
it." 


P’ormer Australian skipper 
Richie Benaud called it “the most 
astonishing umpiring decision 
imaginable” 

Benaud pointed out a 
remarkable parallel in history 
which had favoured the West 
Indies in 1974 "Jones could not be 
recalled once Mark Waugh, the 
next man in. had faced his first 
delivery. Thi.s had been the case 
when Alvin Kallicharran was run 
out by Tony Greig at Port-of-Spain 
in February 1974 After the last 
ball of the second day 
Kallicharran walked off at close of 
play, but Greig broke the stumps 
down. However. Kallicharran was 
lecallod the next naming, because 
no ot tier bat.smau had taken his 
place at the crease 

Border made no public protesi. 
against the umpire ‘il it was one 
of their players and they had 
stalled to walk off the ground, v’e 
would have probably done exactly 
the same. 

Asked if lit* had any objei:i loi > i,<i 
Cumberbatch standing in the 
tlurdTost. Border replied, "No 
Does every umpire know all the 
rules I don’t know They should, 1 
suppose. But I was ignorant of tlie 
rules as well and I have been 
playing longer than they have 
been umpiring " 

We.st Indian fans at the ground 
made it a point to display their 
anger the next day. At the ground 
they strung up a hangman's 
nCKise and ’hanged t ho effigy of an 
umpire in white hat, white coat 
and black trousers 

But the last word in the nuadont 
must go not to a cricketer, not to 
an iimjare, hut loan Austrlian 
Journalist Nooneh.-td 
questionefl the flrci.siun by 
Cumhei-Viatch until a reporter 
from tlif; Australian Associated 
Press took a copy of 

the laws rif Hu; game to the 
Austialian.s after the 

disnn.s.sal to point out ttiat Jones 
had been unfairly dismissed. 

Bordei’. now that the 
dis.Tpponuinein tiari gone, could 
see the funny side of the situation 
"Why didn’t you yell out and tell 
us what was happening?” he 
demanded, screaming. 

David McMahon 
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OOR Graeme Hick. 

Just after he has 
spent the best part of 
his adult life 
qualifying to play for 
the country of his 
adoption, it appears 
that the wait may 
have been wasted. 

- The IOC has hinted at 

the possibility of 
South Africa being 
invited for the Barcelona Olympics next year. 

David Frith, renowned editor of Wi'sden Cricket 
Monthiy, has ventured to suggest that Pakistan’s 
tour structure of England in 1992 could be 
squeezed to just about slip in a test match against 
South Africa. Amazing. A year ago, before they 
released Mandela, who would have thougjit of it? 

The incredible reality is not that South Africa was 
barred fi om Test cricket in 1970, but that it tfxik the 
Ixitter part of a century for it to lie done Despite 
legalised racism very much in evidence, no 
Australian or English Cricket Board suggested that 
they should not tour South Africa. Not a whisper 
about equal playing opportunities for the coloureds, 
not even the faintest curiosity about why South 
African sides contained only whites despite 


D avid Frith,editor of Wisden 
Cricket Monthly, has 
ventured to suggest that 
Pakistan's tour structure to 
England in 1992 could be 
squeezed to just about slip in a 
Test match against South 
Africa 


coloured and black,s comprising 88 per cent of the 
population 

To top it. the MCU coiitiiiiiod to indulge in its own 
brand of feudalism by persisting with its Gentlemen 
vs Players fixtures up to 1961. separating cricketers 
on the basis of income. What's new. it discnnimates 
unto this very day; women are not allowed into the 
hallowed’ precincts of the Ixiiig Room, though 
ombaiT’a-ssed adjustments are made for a certain 
Elizabeth II whenever she decides to watch a Test at 
Lord's 

But back to apartheid. I quote from Arlott in 
ConvcruHtion with Brearley''And it is the veteran 
bi’oadcastor who .says that he was “dtjsperately 
sliocked by w-hat 1 saw there I never dreamt that 
those things went on(Arlott incidentally was 34 at 
that time )l had heard lip-service paid to the 
awfulness, but you see this was just the time when 
the first nationalist government of Doctor Malan 


BACK IN THE 
FOLD AGAIN? 
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was returned, and 1 saw and heard some quite 
terrible things about what happened to ordinary 
black people. 1 didn’t know what to do. I still haven’t 
really done much about it. 1 haven’t done as much as 
I ought to have done" 

Arlott continues to toll the story ol' how out of the 
blue' he got this letter from a young man. 
'beautifully written in green ink, terribly courteous, 
saying how much ho loved cricket and how much he 
would like to learn to qualify to be a coach in 
England so that he could go back to South Africa 



A little white girl gazes at her Winnie Mandela doll 
in a Johannesburg shop. Signs of coming together 
Below. Mike Proctor promoting cricket among the 
underprivileged 



and teach his own people. I thought 1 never heard of 
anything much more hopeless, really. There was 
such charm in the letters, and I went on replying to 
them to see what we could work out ’ 

Arlott also began to get curious. He began asking 
for the player s statistics The letter came in: 286 
witli quite a number of sixes. Add figures of 6 for 
1G When Ai-iott showed the letter around, club 
ol’ficials in England shook their head, they said it 
must, have been a plumb batting track; when Arlott 
poinieri out the bowling analysis, they'd out him 
short with ’Teriible wicket or bad batting side.’ No 
side wanted to touch an unknown coloured from 
South Africa. 

Until Arlott relates he got a call from a club called 
Middleton, saying that Gilchrist had been sacked, 
Wes Hall had let them down at the last instant and 
could they have this Mister Anonymous come down 
from South Africa to play a season in the leagues - 
at terribly low wages, but what the hell?!" 

(-ourtesy a public subscription, the young man 
nugrated Over to Arlott; "lie made a terrible start, 
poor kid. couldn’t get a run for a month. He had 
never seen those slow, sodden, muddy, wickets. 

'I’lien all of a sudden everything came good for him 
at 11le end of May He actually finished with more 
l uiis than Garfield Sobers in his first season. And I 
mean, if you had seen, I almost wept, his amazement 
at .sitting down to eat with white people in the 
dining ear of the train and at the airport and so on. 
Yet he kept utter and absolute dignity and good 
nature, and I think, througii all the troubles, 
probably behaved better than anyone else. ..he nevei* 
made a fool of himself, which would have been so 
easy 

The uncomfortable young man who would have 
bet:n wasted in South Africa, wont on to play 44 
Tests for England—Basil d’Oliveira. 

Arlott's impcirtant focitiiote ".. .he gave hope to his 
own people, millions of thorn. It isn't going to 
happen to them, but they knew there was hope. It 
wa.s pos,sible. if not for them, for tiieir children, or 
their children's children, and this was the important 
thing alxiut his coming here To prove that bondage 
was not inevitable.■' 

If Basil d' Oliveira had been ajust about average 
club or county cricketer who knows, wo might still 
have had Sout ti Africa playing Tost cricket It's an 
interesting story of how in that summer of 1968 this 
quietljf dignified niaii played one of ttie most 
eontroversiiil roles a single cricketer has played in 
th.e i'lstory of the sport 

He was third on the listof re.serves for theOvai 
Te.st against Australia and almost certain to sit out 
lor the game Quite unexfieeledly however. Tom 
Cartwright failed a fitness test, tlie next alternative 
Barry Kniglil eonfessed fctO fx*r eeiit fitness and 
oixming bat.sinun Roger Bndeaux went rfown with a 
virus iiifect.ion (Captain Coiin Cowdrey immediately 
shufned the batting order, Colin Milburn would 
open and in his place was drafted d' Oliveira. 

“The next two days,” wrote Cowdi'cy later, 
“brought one of the most significant innings in 







modern cricket.” Milburii went for 8, Dexter for 21 
and Cowdrey for 16, An hour before the close 
walked in d' Oliveira, .“an utterly,calm figure, 
betraying none of the huge tension there must have 
been within him." If he failed, d'Oliveira would slip 
back into the shadows; if he pulled it off, there was 
the incentive of being selected that winter as a 
member of the MCC side to tour - irony of 
ii'onies South Africa. 

I/et Cowdrey tell the story: “He (d'Oliveira) began 
slowly and rather tentatively. Quite often, with his 
shoi't back-lift and staccatt.o style, he can look like a 
novice in the early moments of an innings But it is 
misleading. This day he was lucky to be dropped at 


31, but thereafter he played a superb innings, full of 
attacking shots and commanding presence. The 
next day, batting as if this was a mission utterly 
divorced from a Test match, he dominated the scene. 
The slow wicket suited him perfectly and he took his 
personal score to 158 before he was at last out. He 
returned to the pavilion to a standing, emotional 
ovation. Public opinion was convinced that the die 
was now cast. d’Oliveira, they maintained was now a 
certainty for South Africa.” 

d’Oliveira was dropped. But ouce again, destiny 
got its act going. Cartwright, selected as one of the 
principal seamers. reported unfit. With a place 
vacant yet again the selectors pencilled d’Oliveira in. 










The process of selection took 10 minutes. The draft 
of the press statemenfcfour hours. 

Almost around the same time, thousands of miles 
away in Bloemfontein, the very stronghold of the 
Afrikaaners, Dr Ian Vorster the South African 
Prime Minister, took one look at the list of MCC 
players and mercilessly tore into the English 
administration. And yes, cancelled the tour. 

d’Oliveira? The man who had figured out exactly 
what sort of social function he would attend in 
South Africa and which he would avoid; t.he man 
who had confessed that certain people would 1x3 
waiting to have a go at him, waiting to get him 
involved in some incident or the other; the cricketer 
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who was undt'i- no illusions that he was going to be 
watched every minute ol the tour to make just one 
false step, he wa.s awfully remorse at having aborted 
the tour tor his country “I'm terribly sorry that 1 
should be the cause of you and the lads missing the 
tour." ho told his captain 

In 1970. the return tour to England w'as cancelled 
and South Africa consigned to the purdah of 
international cricket Twenty-two years later if 
Enth s vision of a Test Ixstween South Africa, and 
England at Lord's does become a l eality, I wonder if 
the TCCB will have the stTi,se of the histoiac to ask a 
cei'tain Basil I^ewis d'Oliveira to give out the Man of 
the Match award If destiny is i he perfect 
matchmaker then it could bo Graeme Hick receiving 
it. who knows! • 
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F ew passages in sport 
ajiticipate with such 
exactness the fizz and 
expectation ol' 
springtime as a 7-a-,side 
rugby union. 

Tlifc swirl and clamour 
of the Sevens season is 
well under way already. 
The National Schools 
Championships were 
recently fought out in 
Ijondon, and friends had 
been staggering, 
satisfied, back to 
Heathrow, proudly 
displaying their bruises 
and clinking their 
dut,y-frees, after the 
grandest and mo.st 
exotic tournanient of 
them all, Cathay 
Pacific’s truly 
international fie.sta. the 
i-Jong Kong Sevens 
April is a frantic 


month for 
seven-a-siders. 
Everybody’s at it—from 
north of the border at 
the oldest tournament of 
them all at Melrose 
(April 13) to Camborne’s 
great cdmival in the 
south (May 4) The 
women's HFU sevens are 
held at Clifton on May 3. 
and the curtain is 

rung down with the 
Middlesex 7s at 
Twickenham a week 
after that. Only then will 
a rugger bloke turn 
hi,s-—or her—attention 
to tennis and-cricket and 
summer 

It IS an ancient game 
Melrose staged the first 
ever knockout 
tournament way bac k in 
the mists, in 1883. to 
I'aise funds for a new 



A All/ l/F A^PIA 
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t;lub bouse The REU 
list 'If liad onl.v been 
founded a dozen years, 
but London got i-ather 
sniffy about Horders’ 
upstai'ts altering their 
game and put a veto on 
any English club taking 
part 

They were ignored by 
England s northern 
clubs, and by tlie time 
the first War ended, no 
end of English clubs 
were enjoying' then- 
end-of season frolics 

In 1935, Twickenham 
I'clented- as they 
usually have to in the 
end and a group of 
Middlesex RFU 
committee memlxirs 
gathered after a day’s 
work m the City at t ho 
Old Cook Tavern in Fleet 
Street and resolved to 
organise a Sevens 




The Si 











tournament at 
Twickenham for 
hospital charities. The 
celebrated Middlesex 7s 
was born, 

Compared with its 
1 S-a-side parent - - the 
^?ame is played on a full 
sized pitchthe team's 
seven players must go at 
one heck of a lick 
throughout for the two 
halves of seven minutes. 
It makes for 




voluptuously 
spectaoula r 
rugby—though the 
players would change 
those words to 
"retciungly 
knackering" 

This spring 
represents one of my 
own most cherished 
anniversaries as a pale 
pencil-pushing loiterer 
on the fringes of 
big-tirae sport. In 1966, 


as years ago, I was sent 
to cover the great 
national schtxils’ Sevens 
jamboree, organised by 
Rosslyn Pai-k at the end 
of each Easter term for 
over half a century now, 
Millfield School won a 
famous final, inspired, 
by a barreling, bullish 
lit tie mudlark of a 
ca ptai n. At the final 
whistle, I asked him his 
name “Edward”,! 



thought he said. Edward 
who, I asked*^ “No, sir, 
Edwards with an ‘s’, sir. 
My first name’s 'Gareth’, 
sir”. 

Well, how many men 
in the history of the 
world can claim to have 
been addressed as “Sir” 
three times in the same 
breath by the immortal 
Mr Edwards? I can: 
thanks to resplendent, 
super Sevens. • 
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VIswanathan Anand Is no 
Mutant Ninja Turtle like 
Donatello (below). But the speed 
with which he can rattle off 
his moves could make 
even a Ninja pau8e...and Karpov 
(right) knows that 


II 

ISWANATHAN 
ANANl.Vs draw in tlie 
CandidaU.*s' C^hess- 
quarter finals 

I reminds (mo ortho old 

j good nows —bad news 

jokes Tho gtKid news is that his 
I opponent is in the worst form of 
I his life and kxiking very 
I viiliK'rable Tho bad news is that 
j his acl vcrsary is Anatoly Karpov 


Anatoly Karpov lost 
five times at Linares, 
more games than he 
is expected to lose 
annually. He also 
went into time 
pressure in all his 
games, especially 
ominous for anyone 
preparing to meet 
Anand 



i The old order in the chess world I 
IK clearly cihanging after the 
Linares tournament last month. 
The Spanish Sujxir tourney saw 
several firsts, Kor the first time in 
nine yeai’s Kasparov failed to take 
I first place (or at lea.sf share it). For 
I the first lime in his long and 
I distinguished career starting 
I 1967, Karpov ended up broke on 
payday And for the first time, 
Vassily Ivanchuk controlled his 













fragile temperament and won 
ahead of the two Ks. El Hindu 
Gran Maestro—as the locals called 
Anand—started with a bang, and 
ended respectably. The world’s 
highest rated vegetarian, beat 
Karpov and drew with Kasparov 
in the process of taking 7th place. 
That was good going for a debut at 
this level in a meet where he was 


seeded ninth. The win against 
Karpov came when the former 
world champion blundered in time 
trouble, showing that Anand's 
rapid fire methods could upset 
even the best. Kasparov offered 
the draw when he realised he was 
drifting into severe time pressure 
himself. 

Anatoly Karpov lost five times 




Gureyvich’s reasons for toppling 
Karpov are purely personal and 
po,lltical 


There is a good 
chance that the 
match will be in 
Calcutta, where 
Anand would also 
enjoy home 
advantages and 
enormous crowd 
support. Calcutta has 
put in a bid offering 
100,000 Swiss Francs 
(Approx. Rs 14 lakhs) 
prize money for the 
match which is 
scheduled for August 


Viswanathan Anand has drawn to meet 
Anatoly Karpov in the Candidates’ 
quarter finals. Jaded.but no pushover, 
Karpov may be 

















at Linares, more games than he is 
expected to lose annually. He also 
went into time pressure m all his 
games, especially ominous lor 
anyone preparing to meet Anand. 

Is time finally catching up with 
40-year -Old “Tolya”? Has the 
edge gone from his ambition after 
losing the bitterly contested world 
title match? Perhaps he no longer 
believes he can take Kasparov and 
the motivation to work his way 
through the gruelling qualifiers 
is no longer there. 

Perhaps not- - but thei-e are 
three young men who genuinely 
believe they will be the challenger 
in ’93 They have implicit faith in 
their ability to beat anyone. Two 
are Ivanchuk and Boris Gelfand. 
The third is Anand. 

Anand's attitude to his pairing 
with Karpov is. sooner or later he 
must meet and beat Karpov if he is 
to meet and beat Kasparov 
subsecjuently. Sooner, rather than 
later, is his pragmatic attitude. 

Actually. Anand has several 
other factors going for him 
besides Karpov's bad form and 
increasing propensity to time 
trouble. It will be a short match 
and tiebreak games, if an,v, will be 
played at a 60 moves in 45 
minutes control—j ust Anand's 



Lev Polugaevsky is strictly t 
Karpov loyalist 


Vassily Ivanchuk (left) faces 
Korchnoi: if there is anyone who 
can usurp the crown, it’s him 

forte. Karpov may find it difficult 
to get into the groove and recover 
if he does suffer an early defeat. 

There is a good chance that the 
match will be in Calcutta, where 
Anand would also enjoy home 
advantages and enormous crowd 
support. Calcutta has put in a bid 
offering 100,(XX) swiss francs 
(Approx Rs 14 laklis) prize money 
for the match which is scheduled 
for August Finally we come to 
seconds and there too Anand has 
done well, paradoxically because 
he is meeting Kai pov. Mikhail 
Gureyvich, who is actually higher 
rated than the Madras GM 
himself, has agreed to help him 
out for ideological reasons. 

Gureyvich is a Soviet defector, a 
Jew who has migrated to 
Belgium. The 3i -year-old 
Kharkov native is not just 
anti-communist, he is specifically 
anti-Karpov as well A lot of 
Jewhsh chess playisr.s in the Soviet 
Union feel Karpov is anti-seniitic 
in addition to being a communist 
deputy and upholder of the 
system. 

It’s a tragicomic situation 
Gureyvich was looking set to win 
the inter zonal s when Anand 
knocked him out of the cycle with 
a sensational penultimate round 
defeat. Now Gureyvich hojxis 
Anand will fight a proxy war and 
beat Karpov on liis behalf. He can 
be trusted to produce high quality 
analysis to help his principal 

Karpov will be relying on his 
long time trainer GM Zaitsev and 
ex-candidate Lev Polugaevsky. 
They will presumably work out 
some game plan for him to adapt 
to Anand's incredible speed and 
snuff out the Indian challenge. 
But it may not be easy because no 
one else plays that quick and that 
good, so training matches are 
difficult to set up. 

Sure Karpov will be the 
overwhelming favourite* but 
maybe we could see a major 
sporting upset. Sure Karpov has 
never lost a match to anyone 
except Kasparov that there has to 
be a first time. And we may just 
see an Indian in the semi finals for 
the “times they are a changing” • 
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QUESTIONS 


1 WhiC5h 

. cricketer is 
nicknamed "Clint 
Eastwtxjd"^ 


2 Whose 

autobiography 
is titled. ‘The sun 
has g-ot its hat on'^ 

3 Three English 
. Test grounds 
have also been the 
venue of 
intei-national 
soccer mate lies 
Which are they? 


4 I low many 
. Test wickets, 
did Geol'f Boycott 
hike in his career? 


5 Arthur Conan 
. Doyle wrote 
only one cricketing 
story. Name the 
story 


6 Who wrote, 

. "The person 
who invented 
cricket is greater 
than the one who 
wrote Hamlet."? 

7 Jim Laker 
. bagged 19 
Australian wickets 
in the Old Trafford 
Test during the 
1956 Ashes series. 
Who took the only 
remaining wicket? 

8 Who is the 
. author of. ‘Sort 
of a Cricket 
Person ’? 


★ WIN RS. 300! 

If your quiz is selected. 

(1) All entries must be neatly 
typed. 

(2) The maximum number of 
questions is 50. 

(3) Quizzes on specific sporting 
topics will be given pi-eference, 
that is, each quiz should deal with 
one particular aspect of sport. 

(4) Questions which have already 
appear€Jd in the col umn will be 
discounted immediately. 

(5) Send in your entries with full 
name and address to; 

Sportsworld Readers'Quiz 

6. PrafullaSarkai’Street 
Calcutta-700 001 

(6) As we can only publish 52 
quizzes annually. The best will be 
chosen. The Editor’s choice is 
final. 


ANSWERS 


1. Peter Willey 

2. Derek Randall 

3. Oval, Trent Bridge and Bramall Lane 

4. Seven 

5. The story of Spedegue s Dropper 
6 Sir James Barne 

7. Tony Lock 
8 E W. Swanton 

9. Jack Hobb-s 

10. A fast under-arm delivery which travels just 
above ground level 

11. France 

12. For the series between India and Pakistan 

13. At Indore in India, where a 60 ft high concrete 
bat was erected in 1971 to mark India's victory 
over England and West Indies 

14. A move that interrupts an apparently forced 
sequence 

15. Attack on two pieces ori the same line. When 
the front piece moves away the second piece is 
captured 

THIS QUIZ HAS BEEN COMPILED BY: 
S.B. SARKAR 
C/0 EASTERN INDIA 
TEXTILE MILLS' ASSOCIATION 
2. CHURCH UNE, 

CALCUnA 700 001 

Alt answfirrs sent in bv' the contributor 


9 About whom 
. did Herbert 
Sutcliffe, say, “1 
can say this 
without any doubt 
that he was the 
most brilliant 
exponent of all time 
and quite the best 
batsman of any 
generation on all 
types of wickets. ” 


10 


In cricket. 
what is n 


‘Daisy cutter’? 


1 -4 The only 
X .timecricket 
was played in the 
Olympic Games 
was in 1900 when 
Great Britain won 
the championship 
beating the only 
other entrant. 
Whom did they 
beat? 


-i Q For which 
X ^ . cricket 
series is the A.S. 
DeMello Trophy 
awarded? 

•4 o Where 
X . would one 
find a ‘Concrete 
Bat’? 


•4 A In chess, 

X ^ . what is a 
‘Zwi schenzug’? 

-4 nr In chess 
X O .jargon 
what is meant by a 
skewer? 
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RITISHER .)ohn lK)we is 
becoming' something of a 
One Day Sixitjial ist He 
rode the Bombay season 
with groat success before 
Hying back to f]ngland in the 
last week of February ’91 Since 
then he has made two “flying 


visits” to the Mahalaxmi 
Racecourse literally just for a 
day and on both those days he 
delivered the goods. In the 
second week of March he rode 
Ponta Delgacio to victory in the 
richest race of the year. The 
Poonawalla Breeders' Million. 


4 


This (1991) was the 
most valuable 
Leger on record, 
with the winner 
earning over Rs 
8,14,000 in stake 
money. The winner 
Majestic Eagle was 
the first got-abroad 
filly of the nineties 
to win the race. She 
clocked—2min 
57.7sec—the 
fastest Leger time 
ever, but more than 
that the record that 
bad stood for 34 
years had been 
broken 




% 




•a: 




Majestic Eagle (John 
Lowe astride) finishes 
the McDowell Indian 
St. Leger (2,800m), at 
the Mahalaxmi race 
course 














Thiee weeks later, Lowe was 
back, this time soaring to even 
gi-eater heights as he steered a 
got-abroad filly, Majestic 
Eagle, trained by Uttam Singh 
to a record breaking victory in 
the McDowell Indian St. Leger. 

Run over a gruelling 
distance of 2800 metres, the 
Leger was returning to 
Bombay after a lapse of over 
two decades. Held in Pune in 
the month of October until 
1990. Messrs. McDowell & Co 
Ltd did lend their name to it 
last year, but the support they 
extended to the Leger this time 
made it one of the richest 
Classics in the land. A race 
worth winning m whatever 
way you looked at it 

•Just how well retieived their 
support turned out to be, was 
seen when nine colts and two 
fillies lined up to face the 
startei* The large.st lield in over 
a decade 

In taf.t. the 1991 Leger ended 
up having a host of fir sts to its 
credit For starters it was the 
most valuable Leger on record, 
with the winner earning over 
Rs 8,14.000 in stake money. 
The winner. Majestic Eagle was 
the first got-abroad filly of the 
nineties to win the race The 
time she clocked - 2 min 57.7 
sec —was the fastest Leger 



time ever, but more than that it 
was a record for 2800 metres. 

A record that had stood for 
over 34 years, to the credit of 
one of the legends of Indian 
racing—Rock of Gibraltar 
Majestic Eagle erased his 
record by 0.1 seconds, the only 
difference being that Rock had 
shouldered 7 kg more on his 
back when posting that time. 

I.iast but by no means the 
least, the victory gave part 
owner Mr J.P Goenka. the man 
in whose silks she raced, his 
fourth IjBger triumph. Only 
last year he had won the Leger 
witn Classic Story and in the 
years before t|iat with Almanac 
and Mayapan,all ol‘ whom 
spoi ted his pink and white 
quarters. 

Razor Sharp, the first to 
show out as the field of 11 
bi'oke from the gates, set a 
blistering pace, immediately 
Majestic Eagle with John Lowe 
astride was loving every iiicih of 
it. She settled beautifully and 
was always travelling easily in 
fourth place just behind Lc Gris 
f’'ieval. The t wo fancied "Stars” 
in the race—Star Contender 
and Star Fire Boy - were close 
to the rear of the field most of 
the way. but the foi'iner did 
move up and essay .some siort of 
a challenge in the straight and. 


eventually finished second. 

Just before the turn, Ije Gris 
Cheval did manage to get into 
the lead, but the moment they 
straightened up for the final 
run there was just one horse in 
the race—Majestic Eagle. 

The bay daughter of Tender 
King out of a Nijinsky mare 
named Marinsky. bred at the 
Pratap Stud and Agricultural 
strode away in splendid 
solitude and Lowe was virtually 
easing up in the last furlong or 
so Star Contender, with Robin 
Corner up, came second 
producing a gallant run, 
having travelled all the way 
from Madras. Stingray plodded 
on to be third and was finishing 
the fastest at the clofse. whi'C 
Copper Crown hung on to 
fourth place 

Trainer Uttam Singh had 
thus shown yet again that with 
fillies ho was still the number 
one. What a remarkable job he 
had done with Majestic Eagle. 

He had nursed her all the way 
with his ultimate sights fixed 
on the I.jeger-and when Uttam 
sets his sights on something, 

I he rarely misses. Majestic 
Eagle had never- performed 
better- and proved her mentor 
I'ight with her mo.st authoritative 
victory yet. and that too 
with a record timing ^ 


McDowell Indian St. Leger 


MAJESTIC 
SOARS THE 


















Refusing to let their 
mental handicap slow 
them down are these 
athletes (far left, left and 
right) while others enjoy 
a taste of victory on the 
medal podium (above) 


Olympics gets underway at Minneapolis, 
U.S.A. this July, around 8500 
participants from 101 countries will be 
displaying more grit, more talent than 
their superstar counterparts. You see, 
they are all mentally retarded. 

At a rough estimate, there are 300 
million mentally retarded people in the 
world, amounting to about 5-6% of the 
world's total population. It is the single 
largest disabled group. And when they 
«et together for their Olympics, it has to 
ue a ‘special’ event. 

In preparation for this Special 
Olympics, the first Indian National 
Games for Mentally Retarded athletes 
was held in Madras last January. From 
the 3000 athletes who took part, 100 
gold-medaUist ‘special' athletes are 
undergoing a three-week training camp 
at the SAI Premises in Bangalore. Of 
these, 35 would be chosen to represent 
the coimtry in mainly four 
disciplinee—^namely football, athletics, 


At a rough 
estimate, there 
are 300 million 
mentally 
retarded 
people in the 
world...and 
when they get 
together for 
their 

Olympics, it 
has to be a 
special' event 


swimming and basketball. While football 
is for the boys, basketball is exclusively 
foi' girls. 

Since the previous Special 
Olympics—held in USA, 1987—saw the 
16-lndian athletes, mainly from Bombay 
and Maharashtra, bring home a rich haul 
of 4 golds, 6 silver and 8 bronze medals, 
there is special interest in the 
preparation for this event. According to 
the Director. Spl Games Mr Vijay Kant, 
the preparation this time has been good 
with the help of sponsors and the 
infi-astructure of NIS. Birla 3M, the 
oo-sponsors for this Special Olympics 
programme in India, are even organising 
an awarenesB-cum-fund raising scheme 
to enable the safe passage of these eager 
‘special’ athletes. 

Having been long starved of an 
Olympic medal, let us hope these gutsy 
athletes can bring Olympic honour to our 
coimtry. The ‘Special’ tag only malces the 
achievement more special. # 
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OR a man whose promising international career tame to an abrupt end 
he does not show any rancour outwardly but the hurt still 
lingers.The anger is not against the action—in his case a ban from 
international hockey for five years—but is against the Indian hockey 
Federation (IHP) which, he feels, did precious little to fight his case 
with the International Hockey Federation (MF). 

Romeo James has a point to make against the federation. The ex-India 
goalkeeper ,who is 32 now, feels the IHF’s action of allowing him and 
compatriot Rajinder Singh to stew in their own juice put finis to their 
international career in ’85 itself. He feels the ban could have been reduced to a 


"No more 
Nationals for 
me. I don't 
want to block 
a youngster's 
chances. I 
intend to play 
for my 
company 
only"— 
Romeo 
James. 


yeair at the most had the IHF presented the players’ case in a proper manner and 
this, more than anything else, hurts him most. 

The incident which led to the ban is still fresh in his mind though he says “let 
it be buried ” It happened during the Asia Cup final against arch-rivals Pakistan 
at Dhaka. It was a rousing match, spoilt by Japanese umpire Ueta's decision to 
award a goal to Pakistan even though their forward Kalimullah had tapped the 
ball into the goal from handshaking distance, a tennis-like shot with a stick 
raised high above the head. Some of the Indian players disputed the goal and 
surrounded the umpire to try and force him to reverse the decision. In the melee 
the Japanese official was hurt and five Indian players—Mervyn Fernandes, 
Tikken Singh, Hardeep Singh, Rajinder Singh and James—were debarred for 
five years by the FIH at its sitting in Brussels four months later while skipper 
M.M. Somaiya was banned for a year 

“The ban against Tikken and Hardeep was lifted after about six months, 
Mervyn was reinstated just before the ’88 Seoul Olympics through the personal 
efforts of Mr. Prasad (The IHF president and the then director of Indian Airlines 
of which Fernandes is an employee), Somaiya served out his short ban period 
but we two (James and Rajinder Singh) were left in the lurch,” James said in 
Bombay during the Petroleum Sports Control Board hockey tournament 
recently where he turned out for hosts Bharat Petroleum’s A’ team. 



Romeo 


James 


Reminisces 
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All the players involved in the unsavoury 
incident later submitted written apology letters 
and handed over these to the manager and coach 
of the Indian squad for forwarding the letters to 
the tournament committee. 

“What was the outcome of the apologies we don’t know," said James, who 
made it clear that had an Indian representative been present at the FIH meeting 
at Brussels things could have been different in terms of the period of 
punishment. 

As James, who has turned out for India in 60-odd internationals from his 
debut in the 82 Champions Cup tournament at Amsterdam till the Test series 
against Pakistan in the Arabian Gulf just after the Dhaka Asia Cup, explained 
the ban on the leading six coupled with the IHF selectors’ axing of six other 
experienced men prior to the Asia Cup (including the skilful Zafar Iqbal and the 
resourceful Marcellus Gomes) put the clock back on Indian hockey. 

“From 82 tc. 84 Los Angeles Games we were ranked among the top four teams 
m the world. But the sudden exit of twelve leading players weakened the team 
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"Playing on 
natural turf and 
playing on the 
synthetic 
variety are 
altogether 
different ball 
games. We 
need to play 
both the junior 
and senior 
Nationals only 
on artificial 
turfs. The 
reason given by 
the IHF 
(paucity of 
synthetic 
surfaces) does 
not hold water 
as Pakistan 
have only three 
surfaces in 
comparison to 
our nine or ten. 
In fact, we have 
to train our 
youngsters 
from school 
level onwards 
only on 
artificial 
pitches." 
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considerably and, as everyone knows, in modern hockey a team building 
process takes at least three to four years to succeed”, James opined. 

What about the personal effect of the ban? The custodian felt that if it beue 

reduced to one or two years he could have made a comeback as a hockey 
player s career on the internatiouaT scene on artificial surfaces lasts just about 
six or seven years. What rankles him even now is the fact that the IHF is yet to 
intimate him or Rajinder Singh about the lifting of the ban, not that it makes an 
iota of difference to his chances of playing for India again, as he himself admits. 

The ex-Army Services Corps short tenure officer, who opted out of the armed 
services in ’86 before joining Bharat Petroleum in '87, spoke at length about the 
Mgh and low points of his career. The high point was the period between ’82 and 
’84 and he rates the '84 Ijos Angeles Olympics team as the best he had played 
with. 

How and towards which direction has the game changed from the 
mid-Eighties? "The game has become more speedy and power-oriented with a 
distinct decline on individual skills and stickwork”, James explains. 

James felt the present Indian team needed a lot of exposure against European 
teams to mature by gaining valuable experience. The ex-India star termed the 
IHF's recent decision to hold the championship on natural grass for the next 
two years as 'absurd'. 

“Playing on natural turf and playing on the synthetic variety ai'e altogether 
different ball games. We need to play both the junior and senior Nationals only 
on artificial turfs. The reason given by the IHF (paucity of synthetic surfaces) 
does not hold water as Pakistan have only three surfaces in comparison to our 
nine or ten. In fact, we have to train our youngsters from school level onwards 
only on artificial pitches. A good player on grass does not necessarily turn out 
to be good on synthetic turfs”, James said. 

Does he intend to take up coacliing at the national level? “Not before a no the r 
seven or eight years definitely which is the time I would need to mature as a 
coach”. 

MAHARAJA FEATURES 
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FAST CARS, 



ClOflCY! 


I liese are the vital iji^reclieiits ot Formula One racing , tiie 
.sport that boasts nimefi^iire salaries and budgets larger 
than sonu; develojjing conntries 
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Ayrton Senna flies into Monaco on his private 
Lockheed aircraft. Blows away a few thousand 
dollars on the casino tables, drives back to his 
apartment in his custom-built Mercedes Beta fora 
shower and takes ofT in the evening for Rome to 
attend a concert of Luciano Pavaroti. His total bill 
for the day: over $50.000! 

To many, this may sound an enormous sum. But 
for the 30-year-old Formula One ace it is loose 
change in his pocket. Because Senna makes over 
$25 million every year and has a personal fortune 
which could make Sylvester Stallone look like a 
pauper. 

ADIES and gentlemen, welcome to the 
highstakes world of Fl racing where 
annual team spendings can, at times, 
surpass the budgets of many Third World 
countries. 

- - —J Fast cars, fast gals and fast money are the 

three vital ingredients for this mega powerful 
billionaire boys club. As the world’s richest circus 
travels across the continents, it is nine figure 
salaries that are touted for its leading performers. A 
description well supplemented by the fact that to 
run a two-car team for a season now costs upwards 
of 200 million dollars. 

Ken Tyrell thought he was the king of the sport 

Williams Is tapping the beer industry 










when he announoed a budget of $ l .s million in manvtfaoturere and producers of designer clothes all 

1970. Today it costs that much to have two world shuck up mega bucks in order to keep their 

class engineers in a team’s outfit. McLaren Honda respective names in the public eye. Top of the line 

spends nearly $22 mUUon on its all star driver are Shell Oils, Goodyear lyres and Marlboro 

line-up of World Champion Ayrton Senna and cigarettes. For these sponsors, it is not just the 

Austrian Gerhard Berger. It is estimated that Honda media coverage which acts as a motivator. It is the 
coughs up $200 million every year, a mind boggling association with a successful Grand Prix team 
amount by any standards. which holds special excitement. “An easy way to get 

But who pays for it all? Such mega million the company’s new identity seen and recognised 

budgets surely cannot be managed by teams alone, around the world,” says a Renault company 

which at best are small, privately held companies. spokesman. 

The money comes from the world’s richest For most sponsors, the results have been 

corporations who fiercely vie with each other to cash remunerative beyond their dreams. Benetton is one 
in on the vast commercial bandwagon of Formula such example. When Lucianio Benetton bought the 

One. These companies rangre from automobile ailing Toleman team in 1985, he knew what he was 

giants and their ancillary companies to an array of aiming for. And thanks to the circuit performances, 

international organisations with products as varied Benetton is one of the largest casual wear 

as cigarettes, cameras and casual wear. companies, having over 1500 stores in 45 countries 

But why is it that so many organisations are around the world. Benetton clothes have a sleek and 

pouring in so much money into this high speed upmarket image, like his Fl team, 

world of FI racing? The reasons are attractive and The same is true ofNaconial Bank of Brazil. A 

plentiful. Longines, for example, has clocked sales small strip on Ayrton Senna's helmet has made 

of over half a million watches annually ever since it them the largest and the most reputed bank in 
began displaying data and timing billboai-d as South America. Goodyear, a tyre supplier for all top 

compared to the pre-Fl sales of a poor 80,000. But teams like McLaren, Williams and Ferrari has 

once the company took to the circuit, potential ■ successfully incorporated the lessons from Fl into 

buyers began associating the watch with precision, market share which puts everything else in the 

design and quality. shade. Olivetti the typewriter company has 

Today a cement company, a shoe and perfume developed into a major computer manufacturer, 

organisation, a chain of newspapers, cigarette Rich man and his car : Alain Proat in a Ferrari 







Nelson Piquet's helmet slone attracts $ 200,000 
sponsorship 

thanks to its association with Fl Racing. 

For an average man the reasoning is 
straight-forward. What is good enough for a $10 
million car, is good enough for him. But for the 
sponsors the benefits are manifold. Huge media 
coverage for a start. The season’s annual television 
audience in 52 countries is a staggering 1.55 billion 
and nearly 100 million for every race. Add to this 
the millions who listen to radio coverage, read 
newspaper and magazine reports and buy special 
books about Gr^ds Prix. Says Ron Dennis, the 
chief of the McLaren Honda team; “Our’s is the only 
true world championship in the field of motorsport. 
Thus it enjoys the maximum following of all kinds 
of sport." 

No one, however, can match the sponsorship deals 
offered by tobacco companies and brewsters for 
whom the Fl world is a high stakes baccarat. 

Banned from advertising in many countries, the 
tobacco giants desperately need high impact 
sponsorship deals. It is hardly surprising then that 
Marlboro, Camel, Qitanes, West, JPS and many 
more have their names splashed all over the mean 
machines. World champions, McLaren Honda 
support Marlboro colours at the cost of $25 million 
plus a percentage of drivers’ salary. R. J. Reynolds’ 
Camel brand is widely associated with the erstwhile 
champion Lotus team. 

Credit for this sponsorship should go to the 
innovative director of Lotus, Colin Chapman. For an 
engineer. Chapman had far-sighted vision when he 
attracted an outside sponsor way back in 1968. A 
part of the deal was to have his familiar green Lotus 
pajnted m the company’s brand colours. And this 
pioneering company was Britain's Imperial 
Tobacco. It began by promoting its Gold Leaf and 
John Player Special (JPS) brands, the red and gold 
livery of their Gold Leaf brand being daubed all over 
the Lotus. And with the Chapman-machinery under 
the hood and the late Jim Clark on the steering, it 
was a winning combination. 

If Imperial Tobacco started it. the monarch among 
the sponsors now is Philip Morris. A deal with 
McLaren, signed in 1974, requires McLaren to have 
their cars painted in the red-and-white colours of 
the Marlboro brand. Seventeen years hence, the 
McLaren cars still carry the name on their cars, 
albeit the price which has catapulted from $2.5 to 
$25 million. 

But this dream partnership is facing stormy 
weather with the advent of anti-smoking lobbies in 
practically every coimtry. The new brigade of 
born-again health fanatics are bent upon 
disintegrating this sporting system which results 
in a turnover of over $5 billion along with 
half-a-million jobs. Today, international motor 
racing is bolstered by an inflxxx of over $300 million 
annually from the tobacco companies. Ever since the 

A blliionaira boys’ club. Formula 0ns burns money 
as fast as It devours gasoline 
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Ayrton Senna and Naconial, the name you can 
bank upon 

television media started to use restraint, tobacco 
giants have been facing innumerable problems. No 
wonder the slogan of ‘smoke-free-earth’ sounds like 
the chant of the Hell’s Angels to the tobacco 
companies. Many TV networks in various countries 
around the world are refusing to cover any tobacco 
sponsored sports events. 

The loss of tobacco money can sound the death 
knell for any sport, but Fl may have help coming by 
the way of brewsters. Canada’s Labatt's Beer is one 
of the latest entrants from this field. Their 1991 Fl 
commitment is to the tune of $9 million, of which 50 
percent is going to the Didcot>based Williams team. 
Other beer manufacturers in the fray are England 
Grand Metropolitan, Molstein, Carlsberg, Ruddles 
and Budweiser. But nothing compares to the 
investment of Fosters Beer who sponsor both the 
British and Australian Grands Prix. 

Today most of the world championship races are 
sponsored by companies varying from soft drinks 
producers to photo goods manufacturers. For a 
small fortune of $ 2 million an organisation can put 
its name with the race. Coca Cola sponsors the 
Italian Grand Prix while Fuji takes care of the 
Japanese Grand Prix. 

However, like other sports Formula One racing 
too is prone to the evils of money. Many small teams 
like Tyrell and Liqier find the going tough as most 
of the sponsorship is monopolised by the front 
runners. And thanks to the power of the dollar, at 
times it seems the corporations are more strong 
than the sport itself. 

Money," in fact, is such an essential factor in 
Grand Prix racing that it can even assiire a driver of 
a ride if he can bring cash into the sport. Japanese 
driver Satoru Nakajima is one such example. 

Despite having accumulated only ten Grand Prix 
points, he is always assured of a Fl drive, thanks to 
the financial clout he swings in Japan. German 
Bernard Schneider, son of an industrialist is also of 
the same mould. But this is one>aspect of Fl Racing 
which FISA turns a blind eye to. 

But it is the drivers who get the best deal of the lot. 
The top five drivers—^Ayrton Senna, Alain Prost. 
Nelson Piquet, Nigel Mansell and Gterhard 
Berger—pick up a cool $ 100 million for their 
respective team drives alone. Mansell is said to have 
been paid $ 15 million by Williams-Renault for the 
1991 season alone. Ayrton Senna gets a bonus of $ 1 
million for every race he wins from Honda Motor 
company. Compensation perhaps for a high- risk job 
where a lack of concentration for only 1/1 OOth of a 
second can result in a fiery death. 

Thus the perennial question in motorsporting 
circles to wMch no one has a convincing answer; 
What burns faster in Fl racing—cars, gasoline or 
money? 

AlsonFowlar 
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The experience of Ramesh Krishnan 
and the enthusiasm of Leander Paes 
have placed India two rounds away 
from the prestig^ious World Group. 
ROHIT BRIJNATH 
writes from Jaipur 
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The Indian team, in varying dress, at the inauguration 
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Boys in trouble: Bonit 
Wiryawan (left) and 
Daniel Heryanto 


Hey, said the 
Indonesians, whatever 
happened to hospitality? 

Gee, said the Indians, 
you should’ve known 
this wouldn’t be no 
camel walk. 

The answer, and there 
was one, was in dance, 
but how the hell were 
the Indonesians to know 
that? Two evenings 
before the tie began, a 
typically Rajasthani 
troupe performed for the 
tennis junkies in the i 




twilight of a muggy 
evening. 

Bhawaj was a dance of 
fire (literally) and 
audacity 

(metaphorically); Cheri 
was a dance of balance 
and grace. They were 
respectively symbolic of 
the equally destructive 
though wickedly 
contrasting styles of 
Leander Pass and 
Hamesh Krishnan. 


Indonesia went 
down 1-4, 
unwore that 
the Indian 
team circa 
1991 ond the 
Indian team 
circa 1989 
have as much 
in common as 
John McEnroe 
and Mother 
Theresa 




“Unity in diversity” is 
Indonesia’s national 
motto, but we’re talking 
tennis here and look at 
the mix we got: Ramesh 
& Leander. Pffft. Thud. 
Hsssss. Whack. The 
stiletto assassin and the 
grenade bomber. B.B. 
King and Eddie Van 
Halen. The landscape 
painter and the raw 
graffiti artist. The artful 
technician auid the 
toe-to-toe slugger. I tell 
you, even if the 
Indonesians had 
brought along a dukun 
(their medicine man), 
there was no antidote to 
our guys. 

So Indonesia went 
down 1-4, unaware that 
the Indian team circa 
1991 and the Indian 








team circa 1989 have as 
much in common as 
John McEnroe and 
Mother Theresa, Indian 
tennis has swiftly moved 
from unsure and docile 


resurgence. Do these 
labels fit Indian tennis 
yet? Perhaps, though 
Indonesia is scarcely the 
opposition to decide 
that. Officials in 


yet quite ready. 

Captain Naresh 
Kumar, unflappable, 
untiring, warns ‘not to 
get carried away’, 
pointing out the 


“Most Asian teams have 
one good player, and if 
Leander improves 
further we shall have 
two. Moreover (should 
we beat South Korea in 
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to cool and combative, 
the reasons for this 
adjectival shift being 
quite clear: the return of 
Krishnau. the 
accelerated growth of 
Paes. 

Renaissance, l evival. 


ai»'-conditioned rooms 
speak cockily of India 
and theWoild (jioup in 
the -same breath, .and 
while we have found a 
balance of talent to exit 
the Zonal rounds, for 
Boris Becker we are not 


credibility of Zonal 
teams like China and the 
Phillipines and the high 
quality of World Group 
firct round losers like 
Mexico Yet caution does 
not override his 
optimi-sm completely 


A difference in Style, 
strength snd sttituds, but 
not In effectiveness 

May) if we gel lucky we 
could draw a beatable 
team to qualify for the 
World Group" 
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Trust in god” read the misspelt message 
I emblazoned on the taxi driver’s dashboard. 
India had being doing exactly that for two years 
but it was time to reinforce divine intervention 
with something more tangible; Ramesh 
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hnan: nelghDQl(rly 
! but hostile retimis.,k««i# 


Krishnan. How would ihe man who still fenced in 
an era of guns adjust Lu his changing role: from a 
silent existence in Vijay Amritraj’s shadow, he 
was now surrounded by a Brat Pack, a generation 
removed from him, awaiting his leadership. To 

credit, the man, 
who speaks as softly as 
I • his racket does, 

_ responded well. 

mf “Okay, Leander same 
thing like yesterday, 
good aggressive 

f shotmaking”. 

“Hey Vasu, I thought 
you had a sore 
shoulder”, when 
Vasudevan, living up to 
his Tarzan nickname, 
broke the net with a 
thunderous serve. 

“Hey l^eander, not so 
many drop volleys, put 
the first one deep”. 

“No, you guys practice 
on the main court. I’ll 
manage on the other 
one". 

By the eve of the tie, 
the team glowed in his 
presence while captain 
Naresh Kumar was 
running out of 
adjectives: “He’s 
fantastic. So much 
enthusiasm, so genial. 
No prima donna stuff. 
I’m so pleased I don’t 
know what to say”. 

There was however 
one jarring note in this 
otherwise spectacular 
Indian 

***'^ t symphony—payment. 

4 At the end of the third 

V' :*• day, withLeander’s 

t , ,,, contribution immense, it 

appeared incongruous 
that Krishnan was paid 
Rs 250,000 (allegedly) 
and the rest only Rs 

_10,000 each. 
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^JPECTTACULAR improvement” was captain 
wKumar’s assessment of Leander Pass, 
sensibly qualifying his praise by adding, "his 
opponents were ramked No. 300 or so and the 
conditions (grass and severe heat) were foreign to 
them". Nevertheless, what was evident and 
heartening was the introduced element of 
sophistication in Pass’ game. Impetousity, to 
some measure, had been replaced with a 
professional maturity; flawed technique, to some 
measure, had been replaced by more assured 
strokeplay. Merely a week’s intensive coaching in 
the U.S.A. in mid-March under former world No. 
4 Gene Mayer was paying inunediate dividends. 

From the moment he silently mouthed the 
national anthem at the inauguration it became 
apparent that Paes’ patriotic flare and flair for 
athletic serve and volley was a fire Daniel 
Heryanto could not douse. 

In Christian legend, Daniel entered the lion’s 
den, but was saved by prayer. Indonesia’s Daniel, 
no legend so far, may have had a prayer in his 
heart and a ranking lOl places higher than Pass, 
but on court Leander is not a forgiving man. 
Heryanto was destroyed, going down 6-4, 6-3, 

6-8 raising Paes’ Davis Cup singles record to 4-1. 

Against Thailand in early February, Paes did 
not drop a set in singles either, but the difference 
in performance, here and there, was marked. His 
first serve percentage jumped from 35% to 55% in 
Jaipur, but it was the spin and pace control of his 
second serve (Mayer has delicately altered his 
action) that impressed most. Complimenting this 
was his improved technique on the 
volley—especially the forehand—reason why. on 
serve, against Heryanto he lost 7 points in five 
games in the first set, 8 points in five games in 
the second (four games on love) and 4 points in 
four games in the third set. 

Solid on serve, cutting down on low percentage 
shots like drop volleys which he rehshes (he hit 
his first in the third set), Paes broke Heryanto 
comfortably with a series of angled pushes and 
intelligent net charges. Yet he remains 
technically deficient on the return. Keen to take 
the ball early, he compromises by using a push 
instead of a stroke, which is fine on grass but not 
so on hardcourts. Still, in the midst of Paes’ 
earthy splendour and sizzling cobra speed this 
seemed, and was, inconsequential. 

His game accelerated in the third set. Indeed it 
roared as he is prone to do. Firstaraced^ Authe 





1 % 


bsuseline for a backhand flicked cross court 
kissing the chalk for a sublime winner, and to 
demonstrate it was no fluke, he repeated the 
action next point from the forehand side. Up 5-1, 
his fists were in a perpetual pump and as a wag 
from the crowd put it, "Aisa mazaa aura kaJia 
Jcaha” 

Quite simply, Leander Paes has never played 
better—and it is a tribute to his class, that at 
every successive tournament the razor that is his 
game, is sharper. 

L ess vocal, less athletic, less powerful, but 
more creative, more composed, more subtle 
was Ramesh Krishnan in the first singles. To 
paraphrase what Rex Bellamy said of John 
McEnroe, Krishnan is an illusionist, who 
sometimes hits the lines so often that it seems the 
court is moving to accommodate him. He cares 
not for topspin but prefers a flat shot hit with a 
steely wrist, some which hang in the air and 
move like floating balloons out of reach, and 
some which will hiss by you and skid softly off 
the grass. He makes the best of men look stupid, 
and though his game is frayed at the edges, it 
made a mockery of everything Bonit Wiryawan 
offered. 

Wiryawan, with a brace on his leg fund a 
passing resemblance to Bugs Bunny, was floored 
so often, diving vainly at the not for balls that had 
already passed him, that he resembled a boxer 
fighting in the wrong weight category. Indeed, 
Ramesh was a class apart, winning B-2, 6-2, 6-4 
Krishnan brings a 
welcome professional 
touch to this team, a 

balance, a stability. At 

, , ... Ramesh Krishnan bt I 

the Asian level he is Leander Paes bt Dam 

unparalleled, and if he is Krishnan/Paes bt Her 

the 10*6 to Paes’ fire, then Zeeshan Ali lost to Da 

Leander Paes bt Bent 

it could not have been 

better evidenced than in __ 

the doubles 

After some aimless manouvering. Indonesia 
eventually settled for their regular pair of 
Heryanto and Wiryawan and were thrashed 6-2, 
6-3. 6-3. Foolishly ignored against Yugoslavia in 
1988, Krishnan finally made his doubles debut, 
his easy authoritative returns and sharp 
competent volleys music to captain Kumai‘'s ears, 
for doubles is a decisive factor in Davis Cup and 
the search for a competent partner for Leander 







Ramesh Krishnan bt Bonit Wiryawan 6 2, 6-2,6-4 
Leander Paes bt Daniel Heryanto 6-4, 3-6, 6-2 
Krishnan/Paes bt Heryanto/Wiryawan 6-2,6-3,6-3 
Zeeshan All lost to Daniel Heryanto 2-6, 6 2, 1-12 
Leander Paes bt Benny Wijaya 6-2, 6-4 


Paes plays an 
undefinable shot, but still 
reaps rewards (Inset) 
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had ended. 

"He was great", said Paes 
“Wliat an athlete" said Ramesh. 
Ah, sweet magic. 


In doubles it is considered bad manners to focus 
on individuals, yet as Krishnan was tough, Paes 
was emphatically brilliant. He lost four points in 
7 service games, gave lightning a new 

meaning at net, volleyed 
winners off smashes, 
reflexed like touched by 
a 100-volt wire and was 
so intense that even 
Krishnan admitted, 
“Even I found myself 
responding to his 
aggression”. They still 
share an awkwardness; 
the barrier of age and 
personality will 
eventually defer to 
mutual respect, and 
their hesitation in 
certain situations will be 
overcome by furtlier 
experiences together. 

It will take a team 
quite some more gifted 
than Indonesia to deal 
with this duo. 

S OUTH KOREA 
comes next in May in 
Delhi. Again grass and 
heat will|be nice allies, 
but it will take more to 
devour this opposition. 
Ramesh will remain 
guide and mentor, but at 
17, if Paes can add to his 
present attributes, 
better shot selection and 
superior defensive play, 
the responsibility will 
gradually pass to him. 
With these two up there 
and a supporting cast of 
S. Vasudevan, Zeeshan 
Ali, Asif Ismail and 
Rohit Rajpal, India’s 
Davis Cup team can 
afford to be ambitious 
while always realistic. 
Team India is on the 
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Dave O’Meara reviews his coaching stint 

_with the Britannia Amritraj Tennis 

(BAT) academy 
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SPORTSWORLD; Having completed your 
five-year contract with BAT, you are now 
headed back to the USA. But can you recall 
what exactly were your thoughts about the 
scheme and your responsibilities when you 
first arrived in 1986? 

O’Meara I am by nature an idealist. 1 
believe that winning- is jiot everything, 
that you have to be a gentleman also. So I 
was impressed that the BAT scheme was 
being run along those lines. I had an 
open mind when I came here though 1 
was aware of my duty and that was to 
produce champions. As I leave the BAT 
pi'ogi amme I can honestly say that there 
have been many ac-hievoments. 

Could you list some of the achievements? 

Well. I guess some of them aie obvious, 
heander winning the Junior Wimbledon 
and finishing i-unner-up in the 
Australian Open. Rohil Kajpal and Asif 
Ismail winning the Asian junior titles. 
Also, the chief objective of BAT was to 
produce players for the Davis Cup squad 
«.nd now we have three 
players- IjC^ander. Rohit Rajpal and Asif 
Ismail—who are either in the main squad 
oi- in the resei’vcs when 1 came to India I 
quickly realised that the two things 
dearest to the Indians are Wimbledon and 
Davis Cup. And 1 am glad we have done 
something to figui-e prominently in both. 

What about some achievements which, as you 
are hinting, are not so obvious? 

I am particiularly pleased by the way the 
programme has l aised the physical 
fitness and nutrition level of the boys. 
When I name here in 1986 I found the 
level of fitness was horrendous and 
nobody had any knowledge of the right 
nutrition, without which there cannot be 
a champion. The boys were eating 
anything at anytime. In addition the 
boys were generally la^iy. they had no 
ambition and were ignorant of many 
aspects of the game. In a way. I think the 
greatest achievement of the BAT scheme 
has been that it has changed the altitude 
of the Indian boys who today are fitter, 
aware of proper nutrition, and possess 
tHitter knowledge of the game They now 
think big. 

Can you list any failures of BAT? 

As regards the scheme proper, no there 
are no failures. We have produced results 
even if, admittedly, they have been a little 
slow in coming. If we did not achieve 
anything much in the first years, we 
achieved a lot in the next three. Which 







makes mo optimistic of the programme's 
future. Which makes me I'eel that, in 
future, results could be achieved ovci' a 
quicker period. No, there is nothing 
wrong with the basic concept ol' the 
scheme 

If there has besen one. failure, it is that 
BAT. set up to be an example to others, 
has not become a forerunner to other 
such programnies in India. As yet there 
are no other programmes in the country 
though I hear that the Batra Tennis 
Centre in Pune is being run along similar 
lines. But that is not enough. From 
quality comes quantity. And there has to 
be a lot more depth in Indian tennis I 
don’t know why more such programmes 
have not been set up. 

But oven if there are other schemes, 
there will not be one like BAT. It is a 
unique scheme involving Indian tennis’ 
foremost family, a foreign corporate 
giant and PBI, the world leader in 
producing professional coaches 

In your five years of moving around the Indian 
circuit what has been your assessment of the 
Indian boys, their plus and minus points? 

Some plus points first; They are good 
learners. TTiey respect parents, teachers 
and elders. And. in that sense, they are 
disciplined. The Indian values, the family 
tradition, is excellent; much better than 
the values abroad. I would appeal to 


Three Of the BAT 
tralrteee undergo 
service drill unmr 
the eagle eye of 
DaiW O'Meara 
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Champions are 
insatiahie 
people and 
that's one thing 
the Indian boys 
have to learn 


youngsters that even if they leave India 
they should not forget Indian values But 
in a way these excellent qualities act as 
an impediment to a sptwdy tennis 
growth. Because they hold on to llioir 
parents for that much longei’. because 
there is that lack of independance, they 
tend to mature late. 

The other negative aspect is tliat 
Indian boys do not think big They arc 
afraid of hard work, are not overketm to 
overcome hui dles. They are happy to be 
in the comfort zone, happy to be; playing 
around the Indian circuit, happy to win 
the odd match or two oi- the odd 
tournament oi’ two Champions are 
insatiable people and that’s one thing the 
Indian boys have to learn If they are 
content with their goals the.y can never 
become champions. 

To return, however, to the plus points, 
the e.ve and hand cooi-dination of the 
Indian boys is generally very good, and 
so is their ball sense. They have sound 
groundstrokes. But wc have also faced a 
pi'oblem when it comes to selecting a BAT 
boy as regards to his physical strength. 
There have been cases when wo have 
picked a promising boy at 12 and then at 
16 or 17 he suddenl,y stops growing at 
5'6" or 5' 7". The tendency is there for I 

tennis champions to be big and strong. A 
few examples are Becker, Edberg. Lendl. 
Courier and McEnroe who are either 










almost six feet tall or well over that 
height. If Ramesh Krishnan is still 
surviving out there despite his 
disadvantage in height it is because of 
his enormous talent And we have not 
seen anothei- pla.yer of his talent in India. 

What is your advice to officials and tournament 
organisers in India? 

I must confess that the tournaments over 
here have been a very big 
disappointment It is as if they just want 
to get the tournament over with. 
Schedules ar-c not adhered to. There aie 
no propfir staying arrangements, no 
proper transportation arrimgements, no 
proptjr arrangements for food, no 
practice courts, no proper balls. The 
basic tilings which are so important are 
not attended to And they don’t observe 
the 1.5-min ute default rule at all. 

In the USA, if a player is over 15 
minutes late, no matter who he or she is. 
that playei' is scratched. Here a BAT boy, 
for example, for his match starting at 3 
pm, has trained accordingly, has taken 
the right amount of fcxid and rest and 
then is made to wait till 5 pm. Or the 
match IS postponed to the next morning. 
This is not the way a tournament should 
be run Although, at this juncture, I 
must also point out there have been one 
or two tournaments that have been 
conducted in exemplary fashion I feel 
that the AITA should have a seminar 
whicti should be attended by all 
tournament directors and conducted by 
someone from the USA. This way 
porliaps they will learn how a 
competititin sliould be organised 
properly. 

What is your honest assessment of Leander 
Paes? Do you think he is a fluke or will he last 
the course? 

No, I have no hesitation in saying that he 
is not a fluke. He is a special bt>y, he is 
also an idealist which is perhaps t lie 
reason we hit it off very well. He is 
determined to reach his potential though 
I cannot predict to what extent he will 
reach But 1 am saying that if his 
potential is that he should be in the top 
20. then he will reach it. 

He IS different from the other Indian 
boys in that he has a burning ambition to 
do well, he is not eontent to rest on his 
goals and he has all the traditionally 
good qualities of the Indian boy—eye and 
hand coordination, all the strokes, good 
ball sense He is also a .strong lad. 
Provided he stays on the right path, and 
understands his priorities, there is every 
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reason to believe that he 
course and achieve a lot 


will stay the 


As you leave India what are your thoughts and 
what are your future plans? 

This was my fii’st visit to India and 1 can 
toll you it won’t lx? the last 1 have 
developed a close relationship with 
Indians I have a lot ol friends now in 
India And 1 am sure these will bo lasting 
relationships I am happy too that BAT 
has accomplished a lot and 1 liave been 
able: to do my bit to make it possible The 
Amntraj family and Britannia Industries 
have been very kind to me and overall it 
lias been a memoi’able five years 
particularly since I have Ixien able to 
prove a lot of critics wrong. I remember 
when I came to India there wei e these 
cynics who asked me, "But why are you 
going to India? you are going to produce 
a champion from India? That’s 
impossible". I am glad that we have been 
able to produce champions. 

Regarding my future plans, there are a 
few options. One is to be attached as 
coaci' of a country’s Davis Cup squad. 

The other is to be the coach of a young 
player not in the top 1OO and then guide 
him to the top if possible. Another option 
is to be connected with the Olympic 
movement and make tennis popular 
there. A clear picture should emerge 
when I reach the USA. 

Interviewed by Partab Ramchand, Madras 





THE FALDO FORMULA 


FROM TEE TO GREEN 


Minutes before Tee-Off 


One of the most inPORTANr 

'STAGEG'(N ANY ROUND IS 
THE usr SOMlNlTES 
BEFORE YOU TEE-OFF... . 


Mu 


. . . ALWAYS MAKE TIME 
TO WARM-UP BYHITTINO 
ISCME SHOTS ON THE 
PJANGE. THEN, AFTER 
SOME CHIPS AND PUTTS 
you ARE READY TO 00. 


OiSI Bv AalA M ATUHtS 


STARTING COLD IS ONLY 
FORTHE FERY TALEN¬ 
TED OR VECYSTOPIO. 


Make One Big Divot 


When practising make life easier for 

THE GREENKEEPER ST PUYIWG ALL YOUR 
SHOTS FROH VIRTUALLY THE SAKE SPOT. 


Practice without the Bail 


in that way you'll make one large divot mark 
INSTEAD OF LOTS OF SMALLER ONES. IT IS A FAR 
SIMPLER TASK TO REPLACE ONE LARGE AREA OF 
TURF RATHER THAN MANY SMAU ONES SPREAD 
OUT ALL OVER THE PLACE. 


The sight of the ball has caused tension iocreep into his. 
... HANDS.... ARMS.. .SHOULDERS an d LE&3. 


Sometimes A PLAYERS 
graceful PRACTICE SWING 
BEARS NO RESEMBLANCE 

TO the action he employs 

ON THE actual shot 






























Interesting- snippets from the world media we generally don’t get to hear about.. 



WOMEN AND MCC 


tWtHE Marylebone 
M Cricket Club c&me 
into being' in the year 
1787. For 203 long 
years the club was an 
excl usi ve domain of 
male chauvinism. The 
only lady who was 
allowed into its hallowed 
portals was none other 
than. Queen Elissabeth 
II 

Three years agoXhe 
\ admission of women to 
the club was one of the 
topics that came up for 
discussion in the 
general body meeting, 
but only to be turned 
down by a majority of 
70 On May / this year, 
the topic will again be 
put up to the voters. 

There is an existing 
i-ule which states that 
distinguished persons 
can be elected to 
honorary membership. 
The proposal is that 
admission to women 
should also come under 
this heading. 

If the ruling is not 
vetoed this time then 
Rachel He.yhoe Flint, 
captain of the English 
womens’team from 
'66 'e7and recipient of 
the Order of the British 
Empire (OBE) for her 
I contribution to the 
! game, will be the second 
j woman to be allowed 
I into the pavilion of the 
I MCC club 
i Hey h(X‘Flint's 

I application for 
I membership has been 
i seconded by Tim Rice 
(lyricist of Evi ta and 
I Jesus Christ Superstar). 
! Brian Johnson (cricket 
j commentator for BBC), 

I Dennis Amiss (former 
I English batsman) and 
j Sir Jack Hayward (a 
! millionaire 
I businessman) Hey hoe 
1 Flin l, 51 IS of the 


I opinion that there are no 
I rules against 
membership to women, 
it’s Just that no one 
thought they were 
allowed to join. 

If all goes well then 
MCC and Hey hue Flint 
are both set to create 
I history 


THE NEW DIEBO 

L ooks like the legend 
of Diego Armando 
Mai’adona, can now 
safely be relegated to 
books of football history. 
It seems that he now 
cannot come clean off 
the various allegations 
heaped on him-and they 
range from 
drug-trafficking to 
doping. 

The next question that 
comes up in the minds of 
fcxDtball enthusiasts 
is— who's the next guy to 
get into his boots’.^ 

Well, the news from 
Argentina is that a 
replacement has already 
been found by 
Argentina’s new coach, 
Alfio (Coco) Basile. This 
guy also goes by the 
name of Diego. Diego 
Fernando I.a.torre. He 


was apparently 
sidelined by Carlos 
Bilardo, but his heir, 
Basile, is ver.y impressed 
by this youngster. 
Claims that Latorre is as 
good, if not better than, 
Maradona on the 
ground and definitely 
better in the air 

Latorre, a music buff 
(his farourite singer 
happens to bo Phil 
Collins), is already 
creating waves for the 
Boca Juniors, the club 
he plays for. In an 
American Cup match 
recently against arch 
rivals Biver Plate. 
Latorre scored twice 
including the winning 
goal, two minutes before 
the final whistle 

An economic science 
student, and an ardent 
follower of the now 
infamous Maradona, 
Latorre plans to hit the 
Italian circuit this 
summer. Hisothei 
interests include tennis 
and watching movies 
(Tom Cruise and Kim 
Bassinger are his idols). 
But his sights are set on 
the World Cup '94 in the 
US of A. 


JAMMING 

WILANDER 


WfATS WILANDER 
in looks like he should 
just stick to his tennis, 
not that he is doing too 
well at that. The latest 
thing about Mats is that 
he is the main 
attraction, the lead 
guitarist, of a six 
member rock group 
called (you guessed 
right) Wilander. 

The 17 stop Swedish 
tour has not been 
accepted too well by the 
Press. Expression, 
Sweden’s largest selling 
newspaper in a front 
page story urged him to 
cancel the tour. The 
newspaper claimed that, 
“All people have the 
right to enjoy a hobby, 
but there is a limit. Like 
charging 80 Kroner ($ 

15) for a show like this. ’’ 
Even the fans were not 
too impressed with the 
guitar totting Wilander. 

A hard core fan who had 
seen Mats in a practice 
session,said “I’d rather see 
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Mats on the tennis 
court.” 

But then Wilander is 
determined to make the 
tour happen. Said 
Wilander, “I’m not 
actually a musician. I’m 
doing; this because it’s so 
much fun. Bad Press 
shouldn’t stop you from 
doing something that 
you enjoy." 

Wilander who has 
jammed with the likes of 
Keith Richards of 
Rolling Stones and 
Sting, has so far learnt 
nothing of the art of 
jamming, that’s for 
sure. 

TWO FACED BAT~ 

fpIRST we had Dennis 
A Lillee with his 
aluminium bat in the 
’79-’80 series against 
England. And now we 
have an English 
company. Classic Bat, 
coming up with what 
they call a 

‘revolutionary concept’. 
The ‘concept’ they’ve 
developed is a two faced 
bat. The main facet they 
are marketing is 
apparently the 
durability of the bat. The 
makers of the bat claim 
that the contraption 
would last twice as long 
as the traditional bat, 
and claim that the bat 
wiU soon be a regular 
feature in cricket. 

The self imposed 
guardians of the rules of 
the game, the 
Marylebone Cricket Club 
(MCC), is at a loss about 
this new problem, 
because there are no 
rules in the book that 
forbid the using of a two 
faced bat. As the 
secretary of the MCC, Lt. 
Colonel John 
Stephenson put it, “It 
does not break the laws, 
but it does attack the 
spirit of the game itself. ” 



Perhaps this is the oliohe 
in the rules that the 
manufacturer wants to 
exploit. 

But the MCC is sure 
going to apply the 
brakes very soon. 
Stephenson added, “I’m 
sure we will see players 
turning up for the first 
class matches with this 
bat, this year. It’s a 
shame, but it looks like 
we are going to have to 
tighten up the laws to 
stop this sort of thing 
from happening.” 

But the question is, 
will they succeed? As 
Sunil Gavaskar voiced 
his opinion, “The MCC is 
a private club and it 
cannot decide on 
international cricketing 
matters. It is about time 
the world was told that, 
it is the ICC that runs 
cricket, and not MCC. 

IT’S TIME HICK 

L ast month (March 
31 St to be precise) the 
Zimbabwean—born 
Graeme Hick apparently 
finished the 

qualification time set by 
the TCCB to qualify for 
the English national 
team. The English 
selectors are very keen 
to play him this summer 
against the touring 
Caribbeans. The 


First we had Lillee with his aluminium bat. Now we 
have a two faced bat 


question that arises hei'e 
is whether Hick has 
actually finished the 
stipulated time period 
set by the TCCB, for a 
non-English player to 
qualify for the national 
team. 

The rule states that a 
player, once he 
commences the period of 
residence, should not 
play first class cricket in 
any other country. In 
Hick’s case he started 
the qualification period 
in March '84. Sinc-e then 
he spent two winters in 
Zimbabwe, where he 
took part in some 
first-class games The 
six matches that he 
played for Zimbabwe in 
’84-'85 were also first 
class matches. The rule 
states that if a player 
violates the ‘I'esidence’ 
rule then he should 
apply for a new 
residence period. 

When an uproar was 
created following this 
infringement of the 
rules, the TCCB replied 
by saying that at the 
time the matches were 
played their status was 
unknown. 

Another rule that has 
been violated by Hick is 
the one that demands a 
player to reside for a 


minimumofaiodayr in j 
the British Isles to | 

q ualify for playing i u i 

the English team. Well, i 
without examining 
Hick's passport it would | 
be difficult to calculate ; 

the exact number of 
days he was in the ! 

confines of the British ] 
Isles. 

Even by a conservative | 
estimate. Hick seemed to 
have stayed in the 
Britishlslesonly for 172 I 
days -that is 38 days ! 
loss than the req uired 
period When this case 
was put forward to the 
TCCB they proffered no , 
reasons whatsoever The 
fact remains that the i 
'I'CCB is not keen to wait 
till the year 1993, till i 
Hick act ually qualifies 
for England 

The catch in the whole | 
episcxle IS that the 
introductory remarks in 
the beginning of the 
complicated rules state 
that the regulations are, ' 
"subject to the : 

overriding discretion of 
the TCCB " 

Well, what is the use 
of having I'ules if they | 
can so arrogantly and 
willfully be broken or i 
misinterpreted, and that i 
too by the framers of the . 
rules themselves? • | 











P HADl'JKl’ PAHL’k artiolu on 
Uif* bfitsintai who look 
f( )rmidablo onouji’h to 
<vlipst‘ C5avaskar‘f. record 
was analytical and superb. 
However, I feel Gower and 
Richards do not really pose any 
1 hreat to the Little Master's r(.“Cord 
since they ai-e in the twilight of 
their careers Miandad is the 
batsman who's got the age and 
form, but still has along way to 
go Border on the othei' hand has 
several advantages First, he is the 
leader of the pack in tei’ins of 
aggregate. And Australia when 
oompai-ed to other cricki-ting 
nations play a lot of Test matches. 
With a little bit of luck Boi-der 
might afx'omplisb it in 12 to 15 
Tests But then Gavaskai- will 
always remain the first 
S. SURESH. 

Madurai. 


BiUUant 


T hanks for the issue that dealt 
with the surpiassing of Sunil 
Gavaskar's 1U. 122 runs record 
In fact wc liad not given it iiuich 
importam-e lieca use that was 
almost considered an 
unsurpassable mark for the four 
batsmen Yes, yon arc riglif 
Though remote, there are 
chatiocs. of beating the record, 
b\ Border, Miandad. Gowt'r and 
Viv 

But Kudos to Havikant 
Srivastava for his brilliant 
statistical job He had covered all 
the jxissible angles It was <>nly 
after going through them, that 1 
realised tiow tough it is to beat 
Sunny But was I happy! 

Excellent photographs (photo 
feature) ‘Life ain’t no spectator 
sport', but the name of the man 
who captured them in frames, 
should also hax't' tx*en nifuitioned 
ARTA MISHRA. 

Cuttack 


A Suggestion 








All the best 

T hank you for tin* exciting 
cover story on the ‘He-man of 
Jniliaii Ci’K’kct' Kapil Dev 
Nikhanj (27 March 2 April, 'hi) 

Kapi) Dev is really a wmiiei 
Ixiih on and off the field Ills 
image ol enckeier. liusinessman 
and luinian bt'ing will help the 
development of sports m India 

Kapil will surely continue to 
enthral ci'iekd fans throughout 
t he world for some time to come 
and he‘re s wishing Jiim all the 
best 

TNDRANIL 1) ETTA , 

Rourkela 


a UOTIENT by Raju Mukherjee 
[13-19 March, ’91) is surely an 
improvised formula to decide 
the winner of an incomplete tie. 
But ho has not taken into 
consideration the slowing down 
tactics that could be engaged by 
either side when they are in a 
disadvantageous position. 

To eliminate this, 1 have another 
suggestion. The quotient should 
be taken, taking into account four 
parameters, two each for batting 
and bowling. For batting. (A) runs 
8t«)i-ed per ball (B) runs scored per 
minute and for bowling, (C) 
wickets taken pei- run (D) balls 
bowled per minute The team 
scori ng the must points adding 
tlie four quotients should lie the 
winner This totally avoids the 
infinite factor, but gives 
minimum weightage to the 
wickets taken. 

JAGADISHC. PATRA. 
Matkanibt^da. 


Thanks 


T HANKB to William Rhodes for 
the story on Maradona's issue 
dated (20-26 March, '91) and 
the (’over story on West Indies 
stars Viv Richards and Logie The 
jxjstcr of Paul Gascoigne was 
g(xid. Sportsworld should always 
bring new stars on screen. 
VIKHAMDUTTA. 

Delhi 


Fantastic 

. — » 

I N the 27 March-2 April issue of 
Sportsworld. the cover story of 
Kapil Dov by Robin Ghatterjee 
was superb. It gives us immense 
delight to read about the success 
of Kapil in the field of business. 

Chris Evert Lloyd's article in 
Guest column was a superbly 
written anecdote, she is not only 
an all time great; but maybe the 
greatest woman tennis player the 
world has ever seen. 

S. HUSSAIN. 

Dibrugarh. 













QUIZ 


BRIDGE 






QUIZ/CHESS/BRIDGE HHMMI 
CHESS I 


QUESTIONS 

1 "Playing the first tie-breaker 
hole." Guess the game? 

2. What is the full name of Alekhine, 
the chess legend"? 

3. What is "Giuoco Piano 

4. What IS ‘Crosschecking’ in ice 
hockey"? 

5. What IS common to the Olympic 
Games (Summer) of 1968, 1972, 
1976 and 1980"? 

6 What is common to the Olympic 
gold medallist women sprinters 
‘Fanny’ Blankers-Koen, Wilma 
Rudolph and Renate Stecher"? 

7. Who IS the ’odd man out' of the 
famous chess prodigies 
Botvinnik. Tal and Karpov"? 

8. Who IS the person who told Billie 
Jean King, "You II be good 
because you re ugly'"? 

9 Cyclist Daniel Morelon won 
Olympic gold, silver and bron^’e 
medals in the i .000m sprint event 
in the Sixties and the Seventies " 
To which country does he 
belong"? 

10. With what sport is the expression 
• flying mare" associated"? 



r 


ANSWERS 

1. Golf 

2. Alexander Alekhine 

3. An opening in chess 

4. A check delivered with both 
hands on the stick and no part of 

' the stick on the ice. 

5. All the venues start with the letter 
‘M’. 

6. All of them made the 100m/200m 
double. 

7. Karpov, whose first name is 
Anatoly (while that of the other 
two is Mikhail). 

8. Frank Brennan. 

9. France. 

10. Wrestling. 


'I’ony Miteaisii .sf>,>ciali.sl at 
iiiiu.sual ojjejiing' vaj-iation.s, lie 
wocks out .s.v.stnins wl.ich aic- gixxl 
for liall a dozen f^auies anrf tlien 
stops playinp- them when tliey 
tx’coiiK! trendy This sort of 
iiiR-fimity "staymp'ahead of liic 
.foue,sn.s" as il were has Iflclied him 
a Jot of .s(;alp.s 

White Miles Vs Blank, Kosten. 
World Cup Qualifier 'Hi) 

J g3 C5 2 Bg2 Nc6 C4 g6 4 Nc3 Bg7 5 NfJ e6 

6 d4!? Cd4 A lot o1 tlmupTit has f>v)ue 
inloan apparently random move 
order and now wlute makes a 
ixisitional ivm u saenfice 
Acenptinu' ‘t by NxcM ciM 7 
Nxd'l H Nh5 qbli 9 a4 aCi also p;ives 
M'orirl play a.s in C.'hernin WfillT 
New York 'Hi) 

7Nb5d5. Black could try 7 gbO 
when while plays H r-.H lookinp,' for 
quick devi.'lopincnt ratJici than H 
Niit; KeV ami bkick i.s f ik 
« nd5 OaS 9 Qd2 Qb510 de6 OxcB 110-0 qb6. 
White already ha.sa l.'ii-p.c lead lu 
developiuent and 1 1 Ne7 was 
e.ssi'iilial 

12b3Ne713Ba3Nd5.Th( • variation 
13 d'j 1 1 Ftai; 1 deli 1 5 d< mis 
not solvi'any (.if bl.u'K’.s |.irobleins 
14 Racl Nc3! 15 e3: de3 IB fe3 OaB 17 Bb2 
Ne4 18 Qc2 NfB 19 Ng5 e5 20 ac5 20 QcS Be6 
tSi •(! I )!afj-ra no 21 RxfB! A lop ical way 
tO(.-onvert whites piT'ssure iritoa 
direct attack 

2F-BxfB22BnRc8. It Black plays 
23 Who :r.i Bh.P Bd7 Hxd7 K.xd? 2.. 
tjd.b vN’ins 

d 123 Bb5 Kcii 2 J B( 7 2.3 Uxc.b ft) 
20 HxcO leb 27 RxaO K1V 2.S Mxa? 
Bd.b 2!) Ik l I I O) 

'J'vpicaJ of Bif^'rony"al hisluvst 

Devangshu Dutta 



The F’ar East Bi-idge Federation 
has alway.s invited tlie t w'o 
countries from down under to Itjs 
ohampioiiship.s. At the last one ill 
Singapore, the members of the 
FEBF played jjei’l'ect hosts. 
allr.)wnig- New Zealand to win the 
Open Ttams foi' the first time and 
I oiicrodmg the Women's and Youth 
titles to Australia Tins was the 
very first deal of the 
Cliampioij.ship- 

NORTH<dummy) 

Q O 10 3 

6 3 

^ J 10 7 4 


WEST 
#362 
• 4 

K ’ A 

# A U 9 8 ? 


EAST 

#86 
10 3 2 
'0 90 5 2 
#6 5 3 


SOUTH 

# A K 9 7 4 
08Gb 
A 13 J 

AK 

IMayinp;' m six hearts, both 
.Souths for New Zealand (Open & 
Wonien'si rei.'eived a trump lead 
.Most players would tiy a diamond 
fnui.s.sc at .sonic stage and go down 
but internalionals always look for 
something better than the even 
money cljuncc'offered by a simple 
firic.ssc Bo*h deiilarers. placing 
West wit h .some side values for ttie 
I rump lead pur.sued a moi'e 
eleganl liiK' They'drew trurnps in 
three lounds, then ran the sp^lde 
sujt to reach- 


NORTHtdummy) 

K 

+ J 10 74 

WtST east 

♦ ♦ 


K 

+ 7.00 


10 ') H 
#65 

SOUTH 


H 

A Q J 

# K 

At thi.s stage it would have been 
a gcHjd play to take a ruffing 
finos.se in diamonds, going with 
the earlier assumption. However, 
the two Souths did even bettor 
Since West was hkoly to hold the 
cl 1 lb ace (»r iimthor cl ub honour, or 
ckse he might liavt; led a club from 
the queen, both declarers no y 
exited with the club king, and 
West was kupuV. 

Santanu Ghoae 










H eld at the historic R idge in Shimia 
the Ambuja Cement 37th Senior 
National Boxing Championships was 
won by the Services. But their 34th 
record title came after some heavy 

- blows from a few non-entity boxers. 

In fact, this Nationals saw the rapid rise of the 
young and talented brigade. 

As expected. Services kept their title intact with 
62 points, while the Railways, again as expected, 
played second fiddle with 25 points. But what 
seemed imminent is tliat the Services' days of 


Satlsh Kumar of the CISF in agony after being hit 
under the beit by M. Kiiiekar in the middiewelght 


glory are numbered. None of their boxers 
impressed or aroused new hopes in spite of the 
fact that they won six out of the 12 gold medals 
that were up for grabs. 

Seventeen-year-old Delhi! te Jaidev Bisht of 
Central Industrial Security Force was the 
brightest star on view. His stint in boxing barely 
dating back for about five years, he demolished 
his bantamweight opponents with ease. Even the 
clinical punching of l^rvices’ Narinder Singh in 
the final didn’t stop him and went on to clinch the 
title with a 3-2 verdict. Not surprisingly, he was 



Shimia lad Bhagat Singh Thakur: winnar of tha 
light waltarwaight bout 
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also adjudged 'best boxer’ of the meet. 

Rain played spoilsport at these chaunpionships. 
Held under the sky, rain forced the organisers to 
shift to an indoor venue 3 km away. The 
inconvenience nearly forcing the sponsors to 
withdraw, causing a postponement of the event. 
But the unpredictable climate (especially in the 
hilly regions) came to the rescue when bright 
sunshine allowed the boxers back into the 
outdoor ring. 

If the sun played hide and seek, the Indiaui 
international brigade also failed to shine in all 
their glory. Only six of the eight ventured to 
Shimla—Manoj Pingale, B. Dhanasanjayan, 
Dharmendra Yadav. Gopal Dewang, Mukund 
Killekar and Raj Kumar Sangwan. Conspicuously 
absent were India’s lone Bombay World Cup 
medallist Zoram Thanga —whose absence 
robbed some of the charm at the initial 
stages—and Haryana’s Sarvjeet Singh, another 
international super heavyweight supremo. 

As for those internationals who were present, 
only Gk>pal Dewang and Mukund Killekar 
managed to win their titles, against two civilian 
boxers. Sanjay Kumar of Haryana fought his 
heart out against Gopal Dewang in the first 
round light middleweight bout. Dewang won but 
not before catching .some heavy punches from 
Kumar. 

Even though Kumar confessed on the 
following day that his whole body was aching 
after the close contest, the son of former 
international Hawa Singh, had won the hearts of 


R. Sangwan of Steel Plant is distressed after losing 
to KIshan Singh of Services In the super 
heavyweight final 




A bout in progress 


all the boxing fans assembled here. 

Manoj Pingale of Maharashtra lost to Harinder 
Singh of the Services in the bantamweight 
pre-quarter final. Overconfidence and perhaps 
complacency forc-ed Pingale to make ei-rors, 
something he paid for dearly. Another 
international fell from grace when Railways’ S. 
Dhanasanjayan lost to a Hissar under-graduate 
Rajeshwar Singh. Fighting for a semi-final berth 
ho was felled by a left—right combination from 
Singh in the second round. 

To make matters worse, Dharmendra Singh 
Yadav, semifinalist at the last World Cup, was 
disqualified because of excess weight. And this 
surprised all and sundry since he had put on 
two excess kilos in one night! 

Ih the super heavyweight category Raj Kumar 
Sangwan of Steel Plants lost 4-1 to Kishan Singh 
of the Services in the finals. An overall 
performance from our International boxers that 
was appalling—really unexpected 

Railways too disappointed. Their boxers 
seemed to have stagnated. Or is it that they get 
paranoid when they face Services? In fact, 
debutants CISF came fourth with 17 points 
behind Andhra Pradesh (19 points). CISF,,w’h 08 e 
challenge centred around Jaidev Bisht. Shyam 
Sunder Sharma and Dharmender Singh Yadav, 
could be a big threat to the Services in the future. 
Watch out for the light brigade! 

Harun Riaz, Shimla 
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CUJWAHA'n 


SodorStvisiini 

Cildtet 


T HF; N F I'tJtilway team wei'ethe 
winners of the N uruddin 
Ahmed Trophy lor tlie 
Inter-lJistrict. cneket 
championships. In tlie final, they 
defeated Jorhat by rune wickets. 

Joj'hat won the toss and decided 
to bat. But they managed only a 
paltry 147 runs In reply, useful 
contributions from Utpal iJas (79j 
and Bijay Tiwari (65) allowed N.l'\ 
Kailway to reach a56. a first 
imnng.s lead of 109 runs. 

In the second innings, the 
Jorhat team again could not s(;ore 
highly, managing to roach only 
153. N.F. Hallway had no trouble 
in knocking off the 45 runs 
needeKi for the lo.ss of one wicket. 

Earlier, in the semi finals. 
Jorhat defeated Silchai’ while 
liailways defeated Nagaon. 

Pabitra Kr. Deka 

The N.F. Railway team were the 
winners of the Inter-District 
cricket championships 


ROUNDUP 


RANCH] 


Mckst 


T HFJ Central Mine Planning and 
Design Institute (CMl’DI) won 
the Ranchi district Cricket 
Association senior division league 
championships. In the final, they 
defeated Mecon by virtue of a first 
innings lead of 129 runs. 

Batting first, the CMPDl 
batsmen reached 307 for nine in 
60 overs. Adil Husain scored 123 
nins with 12 boundaries and a 
.six. lie was ably supported by 
SubrQto Banerjee (44) and San,)ay 
Sharma(34) For Mecon, Anwar 
Mustafa took two wickets for 43 
runs. 

In repl.y. Mecon floundered and 
managed to score only 178 for 
nine wickets in 60 overs 

In the second innings, which 
was reduced to 16 overs a side foi' 
want of time. CMPDT managed to 
score only 81 for the loss of eight 
wickets This left .Mecon a victory 
target of 210 in 16 overs, at a run 
rale of 13 per over. But rain 
ensured that the niatcli could not 
be resumed and hence, the tie was 
decided on wliat happened ni the 
first innings Thus, CMPDl won 



Adil Husain of CMPDl was the 
man of the match in the senior 
division cricket final 

the match 

Adil Hussain of CMl’Dl won the 
Man of the Match award 

Arun Kumar Thakur 


MEERUT 


Modi Open Golf 


C ALCUTTA based Ali Slier, 

became the pro-cliampion in the 
Modi Open All-lndia Golf 


















Championships Local boy 
Digvijay Singh was the winner in 
the Amateur Group. 

Bunners-up Rohtas Singh of 
Delhi failed to impress although 
he returned the best score of 68 on 
the last day. In the end. he came 
.sixth. 

The tournament offered a prisse 
money of Rs 90.000. Maj.Gen. 
N.S. Malik gave away the prizes 
on the final day 

V. Srivastava 


K.WPI R 


Seven-A-Side Giiidcet 


S ONET CLUB bf!at Sports Hostel 
to win the Rajendra Saidas 
. Mehta Memorial Seven a-sirie 
State Level Cricket tournament 
hekl at Kanpur 

In the final. Spoi ts Ho.stel batted 
first and scored 5 1 runs foi' the 
lus.s of t wo wickets in .six overs In 
reply. Sonet Chib reached th<' 
target u ith the loss of three 
wickets 
Kailash Agrawai 


RANCHI 


Amai^eet Tnqdiy 

CTtekM 


B D. SINGH Sports Cricket C:iub 
•won the Amarpreet Trophy ‘B* 
division cricket tournament when 
they defeated Indira Memorial 
Cricket Club by 64 runs here 
recently. 

In the final played at the Ranchi 
College ground. B.D. Sports 
School scored 180 runs for eight 
wickets off 40 overs. In reply, 
Indira Memorial managed only 
116 runs in 29.1 overs. 

Earlier, in the semi finals. B.D. 
Sports School defeated Orphius 
Club by a margin of 79 runs while 
Indira Memorial Club beat 
Manthan Cricket Club by six 
wickets. 

B.D. Sports School were the 
winners of the Amerpreet 
Trophy cricket tournament 


■•'Mi, 



All Sher (right) was the winner of the Modi Open Golf tournament 


Livens Badminton | 

S AKAQ NAWAB claimid the 
iiicii's .siiigUis titk' when he 
dofccited Memhas Ekku 1 5-8. 

15-10 in the Father Livens 
Memorial Badmimon tournament 
liekl liei’c recently 

111 the women s singles final 
Koeiia Ekku beat her oc)l lege mate 
Poonam Ekka. 13-11, 11-4 to 
clinch the title. The men'.s doubles 
title went to Nemhas Ekka and 


Prataal Roy. In thetoughly 
contested final Nemhas and 
Prabal beat former Ranchi 
University badminton champions 
Sanjay Kathpalia and Sabbir 
Hussain, 15-13.2-15, 15-9. 

Altogether 50 players 
participated in this tournament 
organised by the Ranchi District 
Badminton Association and the 
St. Joseph’s Club Mr Balbir Dutta, 
president. Institute of Journalists. 
Ranchi gave away the prizes. 

AnH Kumar Singh 
















$poRTiNG Salaries 


Their money!s worth 


ALL IN THE GAME 



-—-^---n 


W HO'S worth it? Who’s not? That was the 
gist of a book recsently released in 
America. The book strictly dealt with 
sport, and was entitled 1991 $ports Salaries 
(yes, the dollar is for ‘S’ as in the book). The 
magazine has compiled careful data for the 
sports crazy American public. The statistical 
update extends to how many runs/goals/points 
a sporting hero is supplying per dollar earned. 
Or, how many dollars per goal/run/point. 

Jose Canseco of the Oakland A's, we read, 
currently earns $ 54,324 per home run, . 
judging by his last season’s performance. 

Mike Tyson on the same assessment earns $ 

1,514.667 per round of boxing. That’s quite a 
fistful of dollars. American footballer Joe 
Montana of the 49ers, manages around $ 
12,461 per completed pass and Wayne 
Gretzky, the icehockey idol increases his 
fi'ozen assets by $ 43,000 each time he scores a 
goal. 

After you've finished wiping the dollar signs 
from your face, read on... 


Up For Adoption 


A matter of choice 


A nd we thought that the sports coffers of 
our country were empty, There’s hope for 
Indian sport yet. This involves the British 
Handball Association, and to say that they’re 
out of funds would be an understatement. 

The BHA has put its players up for adoption 
bejcause they want to send teams, both boys 
and girls to the Commonwealth Youth 
championships which takes 
place- ■ ironically--in New Delhi, in August. 
The players, all aged under 18, are a bit short 
on funds Keeping this m mind, individual 
sponsors for them are the best bet. 

The sponsors will adopt a player by paying 
his her air fare, which costs £ 460, 
“Although.” said a spokesman. “If there is 
someone out there who could sponsor a whole 
team we would not sa.v no." 



Britain’s Best Boxer 


Can’t face the music 

B ritain's best—media created—boxer this 
century. Prank Bruno is not so hot at, 
playing the Tuba, a musical instrument. 
Bruno, who got the QBE for lasting four 
bloody rounds with Tyson tried his hand at the 
instrument and didn’t achieve such good 
results. 

And if there’s one guy who can’t stand 
someone playing a musical instrument badly. 
It s superstar Phil Collins. He’s not very 
impressed by Brund’s ministrations with the 
Tuba. The Tuba « 

actually belongs to 14-year-old Mathew Fell 
from Merseyside who was awarded £ 700 
towards its cost b> the Prince’s Trust which 
celebrates its 15th anniversary. 

But we feel here that if there’s anyone who 
needs money from a Trust, it’s Bruno. He don’t 
make such good music, anymore. In the ring 
or out of it. 
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SPORTS HALL OF SHAME 



BYNASH&ZULLO 



LEETREVmO MAPE Ul5Bl66E6r 
61UNDER AT 1V1E1970 BRmSM OPENi. 
OiTWE 5+H WOUE. AV4 UWUSUAL POOSIE 
(&REENi TMAT MAP t\AJ0 CUP5 F0R.TUJ0 
SEPARATE WOUES, lEE 5EMTM>S 8AU 
5TRA16UT rOR TWE rLAO-TWEyJROI^ 
PUA6/ AUEmSARRASSEDTREVlWO 
TMEt^ tWREE'PUTTED FROM gO FEET 
FOR A 606Ey. 


IM A1976 Barr U)»TM RAMDY SMIELDS, 
SU©AR RAY UEONARP LAUI^MEdA 
WICKED HOOK-rWVr MISSED SMIEIJDS 
6UT WIT REF TOM KEUY; SPUTTIMO 
ms EYE AND WIS L-E&S TO 

OELLY. 

KELLY WAS REPLACED AS RAY UiOM 
6Y A DECiSiOK OVER SHIELDS AMD &Y 
AN UNOFFICIAL TKD OVER KELLY' 


MILESTONES 


CONFERRED: The 

riidnio HliiisMii on 
Ih’uJ' l>oodhai’ Lida i 
Amai nnt li and 
Kapil iJe.v. 

APPOINTED: Ml hi 1 

Il<isr' as the ooaoli ol 
I he ll-’A snh-jiinior 
team 

APPOINTED: Soviet 
(i rand mast,ei-. 

Mikliail (lui yvir-h as 
the second to 
Viswanatliaii 
Anand. ioi' his 
nialcli atJ'ainst 
Kai'pov 111 AufJ’iist. 

WON: By Steffi Graf, 
her first title of the 
year, the US 
Women’s Hardcourt 
Tennis, defeating 
Monica Seles, 6-4, 

6-3. 



BANNED: AC Milan 
for a year, by the 
UEFA, following 
the violent incident 
against Marseille. 


RETAINED; The world 
men’s cross country 
title, by Khalid 
Skill! of Morocco, in 
Antwerp 


WON: By Ayrton 
Senna, the Brazilian 
Grand Prix, 
defeating Patrese by 
3 seconds. 





INDICTED: Diego 
Maradona of 
doping. Traces of 
cocaine were found 
in his urine after a 
Napoli-Bari match. 
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Declining spectator interest, 
poor quality of hockey and lack of 
commercial sponsorship 
characterised this year’s and 
every year’s tournament 


T he Bc'ighton Cup is the 

oldest hcxjkey tournament 
in the world. But year after 
year, the tournament has 
been ffoing- into a steady 
and ineversible deeline. A 
poor quality of hockey, a 
declining spectator attendance 
and a lack of sponsorship 
Hockey in Bengal is in such a 
pathetic state, so what can you 
f'xpect of a tournament held in the 
State? It was the lac:k of spectators 
that was the must telling 
indication of the lack of interest in 
the game, J ust 300 or so half 
interested onlookers with the 
wooden benches right around 
lying empty and desolate. 

The final between Army 
Services Corps (ASC) of Jalandhar 
and Elecitrical Mechanical 
Engineers (EME) did not rise 












Th»|ubHant ASC team wtth th* 
B«lghton trophy ar» awash with tha 
chainaat Buoatltute to champagna: 
a shower from soft drink bottlaa 






to any great heights. Thei’e wore 
very few ooncentrated moves. 
Shots from the flanks went 
abegging. There was no moves 
that smacked of well planned 
str ategy. Players moving off on 
their own steam and then hoping 
to give a pass to a fellow player. 

ASC, unlike in previous 
encounters between the two, was 
the superior side. They settled 
into an attacking game from the 
very beginning and they made a 
series of attacks on the EME goal 
although once again, that Indian 
trait, poor finishing skills, was 
much in abundance. 

Despite ASC’s domination, in 


first half, them was a sudden 
counter-attack by EME in the 
23rd minute which almost 
resulted in a goal. This was when 


Hockey in Bengal is in such a 
pathetic state, so what can you 
expect of a tournament held in 
the State? It was the lack of 
spectators that was the most 
telling indication of the lack of 
interest in the game. Just 300 or 
so half-interested onlookers 
with the wooden benches right 
around lying empty and 
desolate 


• EME’s John Kindo's deflection off 
j a Raniesh Shindc free hit just 
missed the goal by a few inches. 

: with the A^' goalkeejjer out of 
position 

Finally. ASC struck blood eight 
minutes into the second half It 
. was a sort of freak goal. First 
ASC's Christopher Lakra took a 
stinging shot at the goal, which 
the EME goalkeeper Lakhbir 
Singh j ust managed to deflect 
away, but unfortunately not out of 
harm s way A lurking Bhusan 
pounced upon the loose ball and 
banged it homo. One ml 

But that turned out to be the 
only goal of the match even 
though in the second half, EME's 
game had fallen into total 
disai i ay. They had no proper 
defence most of the time and 
players seemed rooted in their 
positions. Time and time again, it 
was only their goalkeeptir Lakhbir 
Singh who saved EME from 
further humilmlioii 

liUkhbii- Singh played a 
marvellous match. Time and time 
again, ho intercepted stinging 
shots, cross passt.-s .and had an 
unoaiiny sense of po.sitional play i 
Perhaps in tlie whole match, his 
was the most enlightening play 
One hopf!S that Lakhbir Singh 
continues with his gixid 
performances in the future. 

And so the match drifted to a 
close and once again, this 
lacklustre tou rnament failed to 
spark any excitement But every 
year, we hoar the same talk; about 
how they are planning to bring 
back this tournament to its former 
glory But as Zafar Iqbal, who was 
present in Calcutta to play an 
exhibition tie said. ‘Hockey will 
have to be reborn hei e Perhaps 
only then will we match the 
superb run of the Fifties and the 
Sixties. And what can a coach do, 
if tlie talent is simply not there?' 

No talent means no gixxl level of 
hockey means declining spectator 
interest means no spionsorship or 
money But we are told that 
things will change in the future. 

Stay tuned; maybe there will be 
a difference next year. Of course, 
that depends on whether you 
believe in miracles or not. 

A CorrM|MMMi«nt 









P ROTEIN, protein, 
protein-the stuff 
that your muscles 
are made of. The 
stuff that you need to 
put into your body when 
you are exercising. You 
must have heard your 
coach/instructor 
emphasi’^ing this lots of 
times. Question is how 
much of protein do you 
really needVThis might 
perhaps be the aspect 
that has foxed you, 
because you will seldom 
find an authoritative 
answer on the subject. 

Well, to be frank the 
usage of proteins, is one 
of the most debated 
topics in the field of 
sports medicine Studies 
are sometimes 
contradictory, and often 




confusing. Here we are 
going to give the basics 
of the nutrient - how it 
works, what it does and 
more important what a 
shortage could lead to. 

Let’s first observe the 
real function of proteins 
in the body. Exercise, it 
appears, helps your 
body retain nitrogen, 
the active ingredient of 
protein. It happens this 
way — when you 
exercise you create a 
negative nitrogen 
balance, that eventually 
erodes the muscles. But, 
actually after following 
an exercise regimen for 
about 12 days the body 


THEHEALTB 

COLUMN 


automatically adapts to 
exercise and the 
negative nitrogen 
balance disappears. 

This adaptation, 
however, if not enough 
if you are a serious 
fitness enthusiast, i e 
you are pumping 
weights a lot or if you 
are into strenuous 
aerobic exercise. Hence 
the stress on increased 
protein and calorie 
intake - to maintain a 
positive nitrogen 
balance. However, the 
need for protein varies 
from individual to 
individual The ability to 
absorb and use protein 


EB 

1 depend 


depends on the regimen 
followed by each 
individual, but the 
general rule is that, the 
higher the intensity of 
the exercise 

programme, the greater 
is the protein 
requirement of the body. 

Strength training, 
that is pumping iron, 
increases the muscle 
amino uptake. This 
enhances muscle protein 
synthesis. Simply put, 
the muscles get larger 
and stronger. 

For those who arc on a 
diet, trying to shed off 
some extra kilos, it is 
important to note that as 
the calorie intake goes 
down, there’s a negative 
nitrogen balance and 


this leads to a loss of 
lean tissue. Hence, 
protein intake should be 
increased when one is on 
diet. It IS particularly 
important when you are 
limiting your 
carbohydrate intake. 
When on a low-carb diet 
- glycogen (the storage 
form of carbohydrates) 

IS rapidly depleted from 
the muscle and liver 
Now that you know 
the utilities of protein, 
you must be wondering 
if protein is the nutrient 
that you must 
concentrate on. and 
whether taking protein 
in large amounts is of 
any use Well, protein is 
like any other nutrient, 
taking it in excess can 
pose a health hazard. 
Especially if you have a 
history of liver'kidney 
trouble. If these parts of 
your body are not in top 
gear, then tex) much of 
protein can turn out to 


be toxic, because the 
liver kidney cannot 
excrete the waste 
products. As it is, too 
much of protein waste 
puts undue stress on the 
functioning tissues of 
the liver and kidney 
Coming to the 
question of how much of 
protein is ideal As 
already discussed, the 
quantity you need 
depends on your 
lifestyle and your 
workout patterns, If you 
are one of those who are 
thinking of an Arnold 
type body then you 
should put in 25';; of 
proteins in your diet. 

But this is only if you 
are into a double split 
exercise routine, day 
after day. But if you 
happen to be one of those 
ordinary mortals who is 
just interested in good 
health, then 15*); of 
protein in the diet is a 
safe bet. # 







H KHK are the rest 
of tlie queries 
sent in fiy 
you .told you 
tlieiTi werei more' The 
first on<; we’ll deal with 
this week IS from Dehajil. 
Goswaini in Guwahati 
And tie's waiitirifr a few 
elarilieatioris on some 
exercises Thing's like 
Chins, tlowiiif', 

Stiouldei- t’ress 

Dehajil, lx;1 you don’t 
know that Chins is just 
j another name for 
t'ull-ups Now that you 
do. it must be something? 
you’ve been doing all 


Question Time II 



along! As for Rowing, 
you’ve quite rigtitly 
broken it up into the 
T-biu’. Seated Cable and 
Rent-over varieties 
They are all exereises 
where your arms, 
shoulders and upper 
body fierform ttie basic 
movements of rowing a 
txiat ’S'oLi eil.lier do it 
staiKling upright. bent 
over Irom the waist or 
si'ated Hut the 
all-important asjieet is 
that you work the 
ininscles in a smootJi 
pull-push motion witfi 
i elativel.y lieavy 


weights And the 
Stioiilder Hi-ess is 
probably the most basic 
barbell exercise ttiere is 
Just hold t he barbell up 
at .siioukler l(-vel and 
push it up t lU your arms 
are fully straight Then 
lower back to the 
stai-ting position 

That’s all the space we 
(;fi n dev( )te to you r- 
cpierie.s tins week. 
Deiifijit. St.ay tuned in 
aiifl we’ll tneklc.vour 
othei- ciueslion.s some 
time soon 

Letter No 2 tins week 


one-day-on, one-day-off 
routine is best. So what 
you could do is work the 
abdominals and legs on 
Mondays, Wednesday 
and F’ridays while 
devoting Tuesdays. 

Thu rsdays and 
Saturdays to the arms, 
shoulders and torso 
Tliat way you’ll be doing 
a workout every day, as 
well as lx> giving the 
muscles a chance to 
recuperate 
As ffir your doubts 
about doing freehand 
ejeereises befoie 
graduating to weight 




BENT-OVER 

BARBELL 

ROWS 


IS from Ang.shuman 
Chakraborty of Siligun 
and lie’s wondering how 
often he should work 
out Ho far. he’s been 
flexing tho.se muscles 
four da.y.s a 
week Mondays 
Tuesdiiy.s. Tlmr’sdays 
and Fnday.s and 
resting on the other 
three. 

We’ve said it Ixil’ore, 
Angshuman. mu.scles 
have got to get sufficient 
rest if you want them to 
grow If it’s heavy-duty 
weight training that 
you’re into, then a 


training, it is 
i-ecommonded to let the 
muscles attain a certain 
degree of si rength and 
flexibility before 
.subjecting them to 
tougher pressures. 
However, if you feel you 
are st rong enough to 
handle the bar'.ell, then 
feel free to dump the 
freehand stuff. 

The next letter is from 
Partha Sarathi Panda of 
Imphal. Just 15, he's 
worried about being too 
thin at 4.3kg and 172 
cm Well, like we told 
some of our friends last 


week, don’t get too 
impatient. You’ve still 
got some gi'owing years 
loft in you, and if .you 
stick to a 

fitness-oriented life 
there’s no reason why 
you wan’t make 
heads — male and 
female!— turn when you 
walk by 

In the meantime, here 
are .some freehand 
exei'Cises that’ll bulk up 
your upper body. 
Push-ups where you 
get down on the palms of 
your hands and touch 
your nose to the 
ground- are great for 
the .shoulders and arms. 
So are Pull-ups We 
know they tend to get 
boring and don’t give 
fast results, but they are 
great foundation 
builder.s In fact. if you 
can stick to them for a 
few year s and top it off 
with high-iutensity 
weight traini ng once 
you get to be 19-20. 
there’s no way anyone’s 
going to kick sand in 
your face. That’s when 
you'll show them what 
yovi’re really made off. 
Right on! 

A lid the last lettoi' is 
from A leya. Dutt of 
Calcutta An out-and-out 
fitness enthusiast, she’s 
vei'y keen on trying her 
hand at weiglit training: 
but dofisn’t waul to end 
up all muscle-bound, she 
sa.v.s. Well, Aleya. don’t 
got put off by the 
thought of bulging 
muscles -even to the 
t une of the lady pictured 
alongside—because it’s 
genetically impossible 
for you to be like men. 
The female musculature 
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is never Kotngr to 
respond to exercise—in 
this case, piunpiner 
iron—like the male. 

So go ahead and get to 
grips with that barbell, 
maam. Not only will you 
be getting yourself 
fantastic muscle tone, 
you’ll also be growing 
stronger while you’re 
about it. And imless you 
are planning on 
spending the whole day 
at the gym, you’re never 
going to get 
muscle>bound. 

In fact, if you’re into 
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fitness so heavily, why 
don’t you try a 
combination of aerobics 
and weight training. 
That way you’ll never 
put on bulk. Do the 
aerobic workout thrice a 
week to keep the 
muscles lean and 
supple. And on the other 
days of the week, pump 
some iron to firm up the 
muscles. 

So, c’mon Aleya, go 
for it. Don’t get put off 
by what your pals say. If' 
you’re feeling up to it, 
grab a handful of iron 
and work that body. 




tdwtit 










i.o'^ 



PAUL 

GASCOIGNE 


T he question 
alxjve, though 
funnily 
ft’amed.isa 
very 

pertinent 

one. It has not been 
much of a year for Paul 
Oasc»igne. On the first 
day of 1S91 (roughly 
translated as New Year’s 
day), he was sent off 
during a league match 
for calling the referee a 
’cheat*. The next day he 
was told that this 
incident might 
.jeopardise his 
international career (not 
so as we will soon 
realise). Two days after 
that, the London police 
wanted to interview him 
tar allegedly hitting a 
photographer with a 
handbag. 

There was more to 
follow. In the Record 
M'rrcu* readers’ poll for 
the year 1990, they 
voted him less likeable 
than Saddam Hussein. 
The same day, TbeSun 
devoted four pagm to 
the ‘Great Oazza Debate*, 
which included a series 
of psycdiiatiio diagnoses 
on the ‘boy*. 

So again we ask the 
same question; Wozza 
Matta with Qazza? Or, 
what makes Paul 
Gascoigne tick? The / 
negative feedback in the 


The Tears of Turin. Gazza’s famous with the 
garbage department as well 
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lt’« goodto 
beaeeti 

withGazz* 


peraw M^. It i« theae 
mise peid^ who have 
hdfiM pNKqjel Ghizza into 
the tadilled stmtosphere 
of soocer atardom. 

liowhaethis 
happened toaehnple 
fouhoouthed lad fiom 
Oateehead^ whohea tlU 
eo fhr had his bilaina in 
his boots? It actually 
began durlniT the heady^ 
days of Italia '90, whep 
Paul Oasooigne turned 
inavirtuoso 
. perfcamaiioeforthe 
critical and country. 

In the matoh againet 
the Netherlands, all he 
did was leave two Dutcdi 
defenders leaden footed 
with a kiiMi of sarerve 
whk^Ezigliah 
footballers (thick headed 
and fearful as tb^ are) 
were hitherto unable to 
do. 

Britain purred. Men 
and women alike, tuned 
an theirTV sets. Then, 
in the semi*flnal, when 
he was hooked and ruled 
out for a possible 
participation in the 
Finals, he cried. 

The Tears of Turin' 
they called it. He was 
larger than life itself. He 
was everywhere. Ifowas 
important. His every 
word or deed became 
fodder for the gossip 
mills. Whether it meant 
puncdiing up someone or 
cuddling up to Mag^gie 
Thatoherfca* a picture. ■ 
England isetili atocked 
with Oasza mementoee. 

Every mi^r Britieh 
tahtoid'^tbe people who 
mates or break a 
.persanaliiy—shows - 


almost a Kl.ooGiaBZ^gB; 
in salsa when Gasaa ' 
malme the front IMVS. 
When they piipturadbhn 
crying in Turin, the. 
di^'aeditiansdtdout. 

The taUoid badio 
reprint the pteture on ;'f i 
piddte demahd;. Andfuarl 
'stooelmmtokmWRl 
'%ut\ the eidash^ ; Xj 
reported a 95 pm^^peat '''Vj 
inmuaaeih'saStev ' 
Remaxkalde! ■ 

ThatisGtaBtetlie'' ^ 
personsility. But what 
tewut thepecson?; 
Well, tobe honest, tbea^., 
isnotmuchdqiithin 
him.Durteg 
oonversaticmfaactrsws ' 
inspiratkmfrom. 
profanity, and he is hoi - 
always totally pMasphl. 
He howevmr. dMnot 
hai^ too many 
altamatives. Hsisa; 
specific mcampla hf 
Britain’s working «dssa, 
dhm, produced by the 
BriUMieduostion 
systemandihe 
country^ prevalent pocte' 
eoonamy. 

Paul Gascoigne is not 
an a mb assador of the 
game, so why should we 
mpeot him to be one? 

His peers, on the 
ctmtrary, believe that hS 
speaks through.his 
performances. As for his 
performances. Gases is a^ 
numofeatremes. E^iea 
he plays hsis sltfasr 
go^oratotal, 
ncm<enUty. When fas te 
ihtererted, then is no 
cme mon caommlttod. 
When his aoooeir goes 
wrong, he mots like a 
lout, .a boor.. .crying and 



swearing. 

But Gazza is not 
always like this. 
Meaning totally thick. 
He carries about him a 
kind of street smart 
wisdom and can make a 
decent job of handling 
himself in situations, ‘I 
just try and keep being 
moself,’ he claims. 

He has also 
surrounded himself 
with a bunch of able 


a major championship, 
it is highly improbable 
he will do it with 
Tottenham. When he 
came from Newcastle 
three years ago, as a 
major purchase of 
manager Terry Venable 
for £3.8 million Gazza 
thought he was joining 
a glamour club which 
was going places. It 
did.. .several places 
down the financial 


advisors. In short, he 
does not want to go the 
George Best way. By the 
time Best was 
23- -Gascoigne’s 
age—he had won two 
championships, a 
European Cup for 
Manchester United, and 
voted European 
footballer of the Year. 
Best went ahead and 
blew it just when he 
seemed to have 
everything. Gazza has 
yet to face that situation. 
He does not even have a 
guaranteed place in the 
English team. And that 
irks him. 

If he does want to win 


ladder and he has 
become a 
commodity. 

Tottenham Hotspurs 
pays Gazza a salary of 
$300,000 per annum. 
Whatever else, Gazza is 
capable of looking after 
his money, which is 
more than can be said of 
Tottenham. In their 
recent financial crisis, 
Gazza has become an 
asset—^along with fellow 
player Gary 
Lineker—which could 
bail his club out of 
financial trouble. 

Tottenham became a 
public company in 1983, 
but when it came to 



Lln«k«r. the 
other eupereter 
who'e a 
ecapegoet in the 
Tottenham fiasco 
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T h(> ultimato claim to tame. Gaz^a sees hirnselt 
at Madame Tussauds 



busisfiss they were a 
potential disaster. 
Within a year of beingr 
formed the club 
incurred a debt of es 
million. As the fortunes 
of Tottenham Hotspur 
pic. nosedived, their 
balance in the red went 
his/her. Faced with an 
all-time higrh of £25 
million in debt, the club 
began to off-load its 
assets. The club training 
ground at Cheshunt 
went for £4.9 million. 
And there was nothing 
else in the treasury. 

Then suddenly there 
was Qazza! 

Prospective buyers 
fixim the world soccer 
bazaars have already 


ohairmani Nat Solomon 
says. “It’s like playing 
iSevil'^ advocate. Bow 
hard I tiy to wish it 
away, it remains a fact 
that we will have to 
resort to some asset 
stripping. 1 don't rule ' 
that out and 1 don't rule 
it in.’’ 

These words have a 
certain element of trudi. 
The selling of Oazza and 
Lineker will not only 
wipe off the crippling 
debts but will sLm put 
the dub back on the road 
to financial recovery. 

The move to place Qazxa, 
on the auction block 
also met with equal 
resistance from 
personalities within the 


Tottenham Hotspurs pays Gazza a 
salary of $300,000 per annum. 
Whatever else, Gazza is capable of 
looking after his money, which is 
more than can be said of 

Tottenham 


placed their bids on the 
table for the talented 
mid-fielder. But no one 
knows which club will 
ultimately succeed in 
roping him in. 
Apparently there are no 
dearth of bidders: Lazio. 
Juventus, Napoli, 
Olympic Marseille and 
Roma are all offering 
attractive pay packets. 
This has compelled the 
existing management at 
Spurs to decide to ‘sell’ 
Qazza as well as put out 
its second best player, 
namely Gary Lineker, 
on the stalls. 

This move has not met 
with much approval 
hum Gazza’s fans, the 
same people who love 
hhn. or love to hate him. 
But for Tottenham, 
choices are running out 
fast. like club 


club itaelf. Like for 
example, manager Terry 
Venables and the 
chairman of club affairs, 
Irving {Scholar. Both are 
part of a£20 million 
consortium which is 

attempting to buy-and 
subse^ently take 
over-Tottenham. This 
move win also result in . 
keeping Gazza back. 
Though they have yet to 
announce their bid fbr 
the dub, Venables oh 
being asked the same 
muttered acryptic, *uo 
comment’. 

But unless this 
takeover bid 
materialises, Solomon 
wont fSce any problems 
if he puts his two prime 
aasets up tor sale. Last 
year, SfWe turned 
down an attractive offer 
of £11 million for 








teacher The 

people Who (aught htm 

now revere him 


Gaacoigne and £4.5 
million for Lineker. 

Both these offers came 
from Italy. Juventus 
wanted Qazza while 
Torino pursued Lineker. 
At one point, Juventus 
had offered $21 million 
for Gasooi^e alone! The 
deal, if ithad come 
through might have 
relegated Saddam’s 
invasion of Kuwait to a 
small report in the 
foreign news pages. 

However, through 
this, there are two facte 
that are quick to 
suggest themselves. 
One, more than 
Lineker it is Gazza 
whose loss would most 
affect the club’s 
standing. And two, it is 
evidmit that Gazzs’s 
popularity has crossed 
national barriers and 
spillsd into the rest of ' 


Europe namely Italy. 
One sports writer aptly 
described him as, 
“Sporting a Viniue 
Jones haircut and 
snorting freezing air 
from flaring nostrils, he 
is a raging tmll among 
pussy-footing wimps.” 
The ‘wimps’ were 
obviously his teammates 
in the English side. 

Coming back to the 
transfer proceedings, 
Napoli too has pitched 
in. Napoli owner 
Abertino Bigon says, “If 
I had to pick one English 
player, it would be 


Gascoigne. He has the 
rare quality of skill and 
fantasy that we look for 
in Italian football. ” He 
makes no bones of the 
f^t that Gazsm is one 
player who can replace a 
fast fading Diego 
Maradona. 

But if Napoli want him 
real bad then they have 
not reckoned with the 
efforts of Lazio, a club, 
which wants him 
equally and is talking 
real money. The 
Oazzetta delio Sport of 
Italy, dxaly reported a £7 
million bid 1^ Lazio for 


In a match against the Netherlands, 
all he did was leave two Dutch 
defenders leaden footed with a kind 
of swerve which English footballers 
were hitherto unable to do. Britain 
purred 


Gazza. This sum—under 
intense haggling—rose 
to £8.5 million, and if it 
comes through could 
catise nightmares for 
Gazza’s only Italian 
friend Roberto Baggo 
as he would no longer be 
- the world’s costliest 
player. Gazza himself is 
not stunned nor 
surprised at the amount. 
He merrily continues to 
rake in £2.5 million 
from endorsements and 
celebrity appearanoes 
and has just cdgned a £2 
million d^ to promote 
Vauxhall oars. Other 
products are also 
damouitog for hts 
attmitioh. 

Qazza however. dibOB 
liot mask his kaaoness ' 
to play in the Its^^Bga . ; 

. laagte.The'Xtid^ 

love son^bboelilte T 
.tdtet.. for 












“■SSSEKT.^ 


' in his younger days 


their fiery 
temperamental 
oharaoter. Gascoigne 
himself claims, "Though 
I love playing in 
Engtomd, I won’t mind a 
session or two in the 
Italian leagae. Thera is 
no doubt it’s the best and 
has place cmly for the 
cream. ** Italian coach. 
Asagllo Vldni sunnlasB, 
"Tactically he is a little 
bit imdisoiplined. But as 
a natural, be is a best of 
tiaebeet.” 

Biit playing in 
BuropeHespedally 
Italy—is not easy. 
Thsrsftme, Laaio’sUd 
if it does materialise, 
could be a risky one. In 
Ital^ diere remains 
mu<di aoeptioiam about 
tbssldllaarBriti^ 
pAt^pera in Italian dubs. 

Idneker himself 
tsetlfies. *inEurppa> 


you are a paid 
professional who has to 
deliver all the time, or 
youaradut." 

Lineker continues, 
"Why do so many 
British players fail? 
Because they fail to 
adapt. To have a 
suooMsful career 
overseas, players should 
be able to speak the 
language.’Those who 
haven’t learnt, haven’t 
done too well. It was like 
that for ms. I didn't like 
it so I studied hard." 
Lineker wants Oazsa to 
dotheasme. 


Is Gazza equipped to 
cope in Italy? Barely able 
to converse in English, 
it is bghly likely he 
would manage Italian. 
That and the fact that he 
would be terribly 
homesick. They don’t 
serve a decent pint of 
lager in Italy, do th^^ 
H^ever, recent reports 
of a Gazza takeover by 
Lazio may be scotched. 
Asthe subleot himself 
wea recovering ’ahead of 
schedule’ in hospital 
following a double 
hernia operation. 
Venablee confirmed. It 


Gazsa is a man extremes. When 
he pli^s he is either good or a total 
non-entity. WHtien he is interested, 
thec^ is no one more committed. 
Wh^ his soccer goes wrong, he 
reacts like a lout, a bopr...crying 


doesn’t look like 
anythizg is going to 
happen." But then 
maybe the Venfd)lea 
consortium is 
determined to retain 
Gazza. 

And to Gezza'a benefit 
too. For if there is more 
to him than the eternal 
thickhead that he is...it 
has yet to show itaetf. 
Perhaps it mightaftinra 
sp^ in Italy. But if he' 
faila Utere, the same 
Journalists who asked 
why British soccer had 
not produced anyone of 
tihe likei of Gazza before, 
would queue up to 
Icnock him down. 1%^ 
would hai« their 
reasons: but eadly, 

Gazza will n<4 be allowed 

tohsvehis. 
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iiwi^i^ist, says 
lieiasifi^ed most: • 
“How much mooey 
d^younmke? 

M eSSAGiEon 
home-matte 
T-d*irtwonihy 
IS-year-old 
Bulgaxian 
Magdalena 

Mateeva at the 1991 
Australian Op^: 
“NoCoimnuniats 
Save the Planet^*. 

miRST televisual 
■ commerdid that 
Pete Sampras did: 
Fm the Red Cross. 

W HAT 11-time» 
champion 
Jytailiha 
ihtevratilova, 34, 
'ihttmlidrange 
ah^tthe 1991 
Viitiliida^imsitf 
Chteend 

tininteniec^t‘*To 
aeeJesmifer^t':/ . 
<Capfdati)iiKxiher. 
j9^’aoidy a dotQile 
of yeiuv ohtear ttem 
‘^'■’lam. 


O NLY 
manu 


TENNIS 
TRIVIA 


Vmanufacturer.ia 
the world whose 
: tetiois balls have 
' heea used fori^- 
‘ fbiu'i&mBd 3am 
V /tetsraiHRteitts: 

-vv:s]iueh^/-’ 










T ennis Star who 
took the time 
and wrote “pen pal" 
letters to sever^ 
Operation Desert 
Storm soldiers 
during the Persian 
Gulf War: Jennifer 
Capriati. 


0 F£NEraraom^ 

fttejrmiidtehigthe 
aenrifiaaisor^ 
better in. 
ctmsMhthre ; v 
t<mr»ameedte;;b4 
.{SteffiGraff . ■ >.'■ 
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Navratiknpi {^^8 , ^ 
she*s aaaw^ediil; 
every kiterWew at 
every touniamait 
for past sey^ 

or eight years: 
^‘How much loBger 
are you going to 
play?” 

THE first 
I question 
Martina 

Navratilova would 
ask Helen Wills 
Moodv. if she met 
her: “What was it 
like playing way 
back then?” 


P LAYER wtom 
Sbia Garriao& 
predicts will Isms ttie 
rising star of 
women’s teiv^: 
SaMne AmTietnmo* ; 
an lg-year>old0^ptii.; 
Belgium. 

T^TAL numbmr.of 
I pou]tstbi^J>!sdl 
Shriver won at The 
Dallas Shootout, an 
imsanctioned 
exhibition witih a 
8ingle<elimiiiahoo,; 
one-tiebreaker 
fcurmat prior to the 
final,where^ 
“earned" $12.SC»:2* 




who received the 
mostybtes iaa 
rec^tp(dl-^“The 
sexiettspo^s 
persnpsUtiesof die > 
:808”->thf 4i«l,0Sg> ’ 


Compiled by Paul Fein 
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C ALLED up my 
mum the other 
day. And my col¬ 
leagues, being the 
jokers they are, taped 
my side of the conversa¬ 
tion. Said it was hila¬ 
rious. 1 don't particular¬ 
ly agree. Check out for 
yourself- 

"Hi mum. How're 
things gett...” 

•‘What? But why do 
you want me to stop 
c-overing cricket, ma?" 

“Dangerous! Bush- 
fires and whirlybirds 
and snakes! C’mon 
mum, you've been 
watching too many 
movies " 

“Oh that. Hey, I can 
explain ail that, mum. 
See, firstly Australia are 
taking on—no, not 
attacking—West Indies 
in West Indies. And 
that’s halfway across the 
world. So there’s no¬ 







thing for you to get wor¬ 
ried about.” 

"The bushfire? It 
wasn’t a bushfire in the 
first place, mum. The 
rain had seeped through 
the covers and wet the 
pitch—no, no. that’s the 
little bit in the centre 
where all the action goes 
on—and they were just 
trying to dry it out.” 

•‘That’s how they do it 
in the West Indies, ma. 
They set fire to the pitch 
in the hope .that the 
flames will burn off all 
the moisture in the soil. 
And it’s all very much in 
control. Nothing like a 
bushfire or anything.” 

"Whirlybird? Oh. you 
mean helicopter...” 

“No, no, no, mum. It 
wasn’t any war or any¬ 
thing. It wasn't even a 


combat chopper—heli¬ 
copter. ma, helicopter— 
in the first place. That’s 
just another method 
those West Indian guys 
use to dry the pitch. 
They hover very close to 
the ground so that the 
turbulence created by 
the blades can help dry 
the ground.” 

“You’re getting all 
worked up for nothing, 
mum. There’s nothing 
dangerous about cover¬ 
ing cricket.” 

“Snakes?”, .stop snig¬ 
gerring, you guys- 
...what, ma? Sorry, I 
wasn’t spieaking to you. 
I was telling the guys 
here to shut up. No. 
mum, I'm not being rude 
to them. What was that 
you were saying about 
snakes? Oh yes, that bit 


in the papers about Hea- 
ly—he’s an Australian 
player, mum—resuming 
his innings after a poiso¬ 
nous snake was killed 
and removed from the 
pitch. That’s the first 
ti...” 

“Yes, mum.” 

“No, mum.” 

“Okay, miun. I’ll take 
extreme caution when 
covering cricket match¬ 
es in the future. I prom¬ 
ise I’ll run at the first 
sign of bushfires, duck 
at the sight of whirly¬ 
birds hovering close to 
the ground and tread 
carefully in case of 
poisonous snakes.” 

“Got to hang up now, 
mum. Bye. Take care. I’ll 
call again, soon." 

Click. “Phew! Whafre 
you guys laughing at!” 

Do you find anything 
funny? 

Pradeep Paul 


My mother’s version of a bushflre...setting fire to the pitch to dry it is an accepted practice in the West 
Indies but what about poisonous snakes on the pitch? 


PATRICK EAGAR 
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Hospitalisation expenses, 
especially after retirement 
are dimcult to bear. 

That’s why I will start 
providing for them, now! 




Never before an insurance 
scheme like this! 



BHA\1SHYA 

AR®GYA 


Alter retirement, hospitalisaDon expenses can 
drain the family of its hard earned savings. That is 
why you should start preparing now to hice any 
eventuality. 

GIC’s new unique BHAVISHY\ 

A R @ G Y A can indeed prove K> be your 
support in times of need. 

You paypr^um in affiHdablearmual 
instalments during your working life. 
AodBIlffiTSinA ARQGYA providesyou 
with hospitalisation/domidliary hospitalisation 
expenses upte Rs. 50,000 for tne rest of your li^ 
feom the ledrement ^pu have sekx^. 

The limit per illness, mnvever, is Rs. 20,000. 


The retirement age selected by you could be 
any age between 55 years and 60 yean. 

You can increase the benefit amount of 
Rs. 50,000 in multiples of Rs. 10,000 by paying 
additional proportionate premium. 

Premium varies with age at entry and 
retirement age sclcaed bv you. 

(Please refer premium table) 

What’s more, there is no need for a medical 
check-up. Even a statement of health is not 
required. 

In case you wish to withdraw from the 
scheme, or should the unforeseen happen to vou, 
a substantial portion of the premium paid will be 


OVERSEAS MEDICLAIM to cover emergent 
medical expenses in foreign achange while 
travelling abroad. 

HOUSEHOLDER’S COMPREHENSIVE to 
cover loss apinst fire, lightning, floods, riots, 
strikes, burg^, etc. 

PROFESSIONAL INDEMNITY to cover 
against legal liability for lawyers, doctors, 
accountants and ofoers. 

PERSONAL ACCIDENT to cover disabilities 
or death due to accidents. 

For morv intormalion contact any oHica of our 
operating companies in your locality. 
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ANNUAL PKBMIUM (in Rn.) perRi. 50,000 lum iniured 
INDICATIVETABLE 

AficolEntTv Retireracnt Age (Running Age) 

(Omplnnl 

Yrw) SS S6 S7 SS SV M 

IS 47 44 41 38 3.S 33 

.31 88 81 75 69 64 59 

44 426 378 338 303 273 247 

.SO 1335 1073 889 753 648 564 

55 ----- 1517 

One.Nnr lumfi wm praiuum pflvmeni Odlin' .Iw amlaMr 

Annual premium upto Rs. 3,000 is exempted 
foirn Income Tax under Section SOD. Group 
schemes svith discount are also available for 
corporate clients. 

Some of the ofoer household/personal 
insurance schemes for you: 

Yearly MEDICLAIM to cover hospitalisation 
expenses for self and family. 


GENERAL INSURANCE CORPORATION OF INDIA 

Industrial Assurance Building. Churchgale. Bamti8y.400020 
Operating Companies 


NATIONAL INSURANCC COMPANY LIMITED 


THE NEW INDIA ASSURANCE COMPANY UMITEO 


THE ORIENTAL INSURANCE COMPANY LIMITED 


UNITED INDIA INSURANCE COMPANY UMITED 






Old Spice Body Talc for men. 
The effect is sheer magic. 
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^ 4IH aifo A poUeykotbet^ 


Yes. I am insured. My papa has 
bought me LIC's Jeevan Kishor 
Policy. It’s a new plan specially 
made for little children like me. 

So, when / grow up, I’ll get a 
lot of money and become a big 
man like my papa. 

Why not buy a feevan Kishor 
Policy for your children too? 
And make their dreams come 
true. 

For further details, contact the 
nearest LIC branch office or 
your agent or development 
officer. 


Jeet/an Kishor 




fXfe Jnsumnce 
Corporation of Jndia 

34 years in the business of life. 

















I T Is difficult not to do anything. 

You have a lot of energy you 
can’t get rid of. It’s easier to be 
on court. Sometimes I said to 
myself—hang on. I would have 
done thl%l would have done 
that. There’s a lot of adrenalin 
that you can’t get out. 

> A'NNiCK NOAH, (now France's 
non-playing Davis Cup captain) on 
his post retirement lifestyle. 


T he Cricket rules should be 
ICC rules and not MCC rules. 
Till we have boot llckera of 
Lords In our mIdsLiwe will never 
change. Would you believe that 
even today It is the MCC 
Presidwit who chairs ICC 
meetings. 

SUNIL GAVASKAR, questions the 
age old belief that MCC is the 
guardian of the game. 


M CLAREN exists to win the 
Formula 1, We’re hwe to 
win, not to come second. When 
we finish second diat is fsHura. 

RON DENNIS, Aryton Senna’a 
team boss makes it dear that he 
will not stand any complacency in 
the McLaren workforce. 

H e did struggle at first But he 
thought it through, worked 
at what he was doing and niMle 
theadlustmente. It will have 
doiw him good. I can’t believe 
there has ever been a better 
prepared Test cricketer than 
Greame is now. 

ALLAN SOROER, Greame Hick's 
colleague at Queensland, is yet 
another man who feels that Hick is 
the debutant of the decade. 




Is the most demand 
theater aruf Gazza (Gascoigne) 
is the Clint Esstwood of football 

Rome's correspondent for World 
Soccer, about the hype 
accompanying Gascoigne's going 


to italy. 
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VBs. 1,000 to be won 
fbr the tint all oorreot 
entry identuying* eye* 
ssortapersonB. 

Oil Diegt) Maradona; 
M VGoodbye Kingr. A 
farewell to one of the 
Sreateat footballers and 
what led to the downfall 
ofMaradona.... 

A|| Leandar Pass; 
"111 Walking Tall. Ilie 
latest Indian tennia 
sensation is winning 
matohes and hearts. 
How good is the JunlOT 
Wimbledon champion? 
We asked renowned 
experts around the 
world. 
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RULES OF THE QUIZ 


1. All you have to do is identify the twelve 
sportspersons from the pictures and the clues 
given; write the answers on a sheet of paper and 
mail it to us WITH the coupon alongside. 

2. Each entry MUST be accompanied by one 
coupon. Any entry without a coupon will be 
considered invalid. 

3. Last date of entries May, 6,1991. 

4 . The editor's decision is final and no 
correspondence will be entertained 

5. All erttries should be mailed to Sportsworld Eye 
Spy Quiz c/o Ananda Bazar Patrika Ltd. 6 Prafulla 
Sadtar Street, Calcutta. 700001. 








Eyes that eouid see the ball better than most other flannelled fools 



Frankly, this Is not Irom SpUttag lm»§9 but from the soccer field 

















The Little Maeter at Bangalore 
after hie laet Teat for India 



I T is the ‘in’ thing these days to 
celebrate anniversaries. It 
seems almost fashionable 
nowadays to be nostalgic about 
the ‘good ol days’. But some events 
are so important that they do 
deserve to be remembered and 
celebrated as a major turning 
point in the sporting fortunes of a 
country. 

What happened on April 19. 

1971. marked a turning point in 
the history of Indian cricket. 

Exactly 20 years ago. India 
completed a famous series victory 
in the West Indies The formidable 
Caribbeans. always too good for 
the Indians, had won all the five 
rubbers played before Worse still, 
in 23 Tests before the 1971 
rubber, Indi.i never even gained a 
first innings lead 
India had scored wins over 
England, Australia. Pakistan and 
New Zealand But it had been a 
long wait to get the better of the 
West Indies Now that long wait 
had come to an end. On March 10. 
1971, India defeated West Indies 
convincingly by seven wickets at 
Port of Spain in the second Test 
And on the same Port Of Spain 
ground India drew the fifth Test 
against all odds to take the series 
1 - 0 . 














One of the cliicf architects of 
that notable triumph was a 
21 -year-old Bombay college 
student in his first senes. In the 
second Test at Port Of Spain on his 
debut, he scored 65 and 67 not out 
impressing no less a person than 
Gary Sobers with his strokes and 
temperament. But then so many 
Indian youngsters had faded 


away after an impressive start 
that we were a bit skeptical 

We neenl not have worried This 
youngster was something 
different He scored a century in 
the next Test match, He got 
another hundred in the Test 
following that And in the final 
'I’est of the series, he broke all 
sorts of batting records to make 
124 and 220 A tally of 774 runs 
was the highest ever by a player in 
his first series and no one had hit 











VIv Richards and Jeff Dujon 
greet Gavaskar after hla 29th 
century 


four hundreds in his jfirst rubber. 

Sunil Gavaskar had arrived 
with a bang. And he did not fade 
away with a whimper. Far from it, 
he stayed the course for 16 long 
years, broke one batting record 
after another, and when he finally 
called it a day at Bangalore in 
March 1987, he had amassed the 
world records of 10,122 runs and 
34 hundreds. 

Other impressive records too in 
his name But then Gavaskar's 
great record is not the only topic 
for discussion when analysing the 
momentous events of 20 year ago. 

The point to note also is that 
victory in West Indies marked a 
watershed in the history of Indian 
oricket- 

Ijet me illustrate with some 
tell-tale figures. Before the’71 
series against West Indies 
commenced. India had played 116 
Tests, won only 15 lost 49 and 
drew 52. By the time Gavaskar 
retired. India hiid played 246 
Tests. As many as, 40 had been 
won, 84 lost, 121 drawn and one 
match ended in a tie. 

Thus, the ‘Gavaskar Era’ 
figures read: India played 130, 
won 25. lost 35, drawn 69 and tied 
one. More than any other single 
cricketer Gavaskar has been 
responsible for raising Indian 
cricket’s stature over the last two 
decades. 






By his monumental deed.s 
Gavaskar proved to Indian 
cricketers that nothing was 
beyond them. Let me point out a 
few dismal Indian “records", 
before Gavaskar made his entiy. 
India were all out for 58 auid 98 in 
one match. In another, they were 
dismissed for 58 and 82 in a single 
day. On one famous occasion 
India lost the first four wickets 
without having scored a run. 

India lost all five Tests once. One 
defeat twice, all three Tests once 
and all four Tests once. One defeat 
by an innings and 336 runs the 
second heaviest suffered by any 
team in Test history 
Now to point out some examples 
of the transformation in the 
Gavaskar era. India had made six 


visits to England between 1932 1 

and 1967 w'lthout winning a Test, 
let alon e a series. 

India duly won a second series 
in 1986 and needless to say 
Gavaskar was a member of that 
team also. 

No one had scored 13 centuries 
against the West Indies. Gavaskar ' 
did This included three double 
centuries, again a feat beyond the 
reach of any other cricketer A 
century in each innings is a great 
feat. Only Gavaskar accomplished 
the feat three times. And 1000 
runs in a calendar year, another 
noteworthy feat, has not been 
done by a batsman more than 
twice Gavaskar did it four times. 

With Gavaskar to lead them by 


1 example India learnt to chase 
daunting targets in the fourth 
innings. On three famous 
occasions India got to 406 for 
four, 445 all out and 429 for eight 
to win, lose and draw the match. 
Gavaskar got three-figure knocks 
on two of these occasions—his 221 
at the Oval in 1979 being the 
highest by a batsman in the fourth 
innings of a Test match. It was 
» ow our turn to win matches 
inside four days, to win by an 
innings and 100 runs margin and 
to dismiss opponents for 83 runs 
when they had to get only 143 for 
a win. 

By his personal deeds Gavaskar 
inspired his teammates to great 
feats. And so we had Vishwanath 
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and Vengsarkar crossing- the 
6000 run mark. And we had 
Azharuddin scoring three 
centuries in his first three 
Tests—a unique feat 

We had two Indian batsmen 
lasting out an entire day without 
being separated. And he showed 
that one could bat for ten and 
eleven hours. Our ability to play 
fast bowling improved by leaps 
and bounds. After all, Gavaskar 
had shown the way Yes, in the 
long history of Indian Test 
cricket, now almost sixty years 
old, no other single player has 
done so much for so many. 

As the famous ad for a women’s 
cigarette in the USA goes: "You 
have come a long way, baby". Yes, 
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Indian cricket has come a long 
way since that memorable day at 
Port Of Spain on April 19,1971. 
Let us remember it this week with 
a glint in the eye, a lump in the 
throat and with a heart that is 
light. • 


It 
















memories... memories. 


Some of the protagonists 
of India's triumphant 
West Indian campoign 
remember those 
unforgettable days of 
glory and drama... 

ASHOK 

MANKAD 

Y memories of that visit 
are still vivid because of 
various reasons. The 
West Indians eat, drink and 
think cricket and are so 
warm - hearted tliat you don’t 
feel you are in a foreign 
country. The conversation 
almost always goes on 
effortlessly and the place has 
groat natural and scenic 
beauty. 

By winning our very first 
game on the islands we started 
the tour on a very positive note 
Victory does a lot, you know, to 
bring the team members close 
together and the pressure on 
our captain and manager was 
considerably lessened by this 
win 

I can compare the whole trip 
to a batsman's innings and we 
immediately settled down. I 
still remember Alvin 
Kallicharran's brilliant half 
(«ntury in the first innings of 
that match. In the second, he 
was comprehensively beaten by 
Vonky. 

I.ater that evening he was 
crying like a baby at a party 
hosted for the two teams. We all 
consoled him saying you have 
the talent and the backing of 
the right people who have 
taken notice of your abilities 
without realising, at that stage, 
that he would one day become 
the captain of the West Indies 


team. 

Somehow the West Indians 
have a soft corner for India and 
they like our style and nature. 

"When batsmen of the calibre 
of Dilip Sardesai and Salim 
Durrani ventured to connect a 
hook Or a sizzling square - cut, 
they were lustily cheered by the 
West Indians who enjoyed the 
sight of their bowlers hanging 
their heads in shame after 
being treated harshly by our 
batsmen. 

They also admired Sunil 
Gavaskar’s teachnique. More 
than the runs and records he 
created, it was his ability to 
sway out of the line of the ball 
hurled at him playing without 
head gear, was what they 
admired the most 

When Gava.skar time and 
again frustrated tlie fast 
bowlers the crowd however 
reacited quite unexpectedly. 
They suddenly bt'C'sune totally 
silent 

Personally, 1 feel Sardesai 
was a bigger hero than 
Gavaskai’ on that tour. 
Gavaskar was adept at wearing 
down the txiwlers with his 
technique and concentration, 
while Sardesai 

counter- attacked with gusto. 

Time and again Sardi came to 
India’s rescue with bold strokes 
and I especially remember his 
brilliant innings of 150 in the 
first innings of the fourth Test 
at Bridgetown, Barbados, when 
India, chasing 501, were 70 for 
six at one stage. (Sardesai and 
Eknath Solkar added 186 runs 
for the seventh wicket and then 
Sardesai and Bishen Bedi put 
on 62 runs for the last wicket to 
help India avoid the follow - on. 
Bedi, in fact, was dropped first 
ball by Sobers.} 

In my own small way I too 
helped in India winning the 
series. After having a very 
good series at home against 










Ausstralia 1 had established 
myself and was chosen as an 
opener for the West Indies tour 

One par ticular incident 
would be interesting In the 
fourth Test at Barbados 1 
fractured my finger fending a 
ball from Uton Dowe in the 
second innings. 

I survived tor 75 minutes 
against the quick bowlers with 
just one hand as they were bent 
on pitching the ball shot on the 
bouncy wicket. Only when 
Sobers introduced spin (in the 
form of Inshaii All did I get out 
and that innings was my last 
on that tour.I made 8 in that 
knock). 

EKNATH 

SOLKAR 

I and others, who were my team 
members, are bound to 
remember the tour forever. It 


was a great occasion tor Indian 
cricket as it produced the first 
ever series win abroad and the 
first ever victory over the 
mighty West Indies 

It was a very satisfying tour. 
Sunil Gavaskar, whom I knew 



The Caribbean conquerors: 
The mighty 1971 indian team 
that won in the West indies 


from my schooldays as a 
determined player who grafted 
for runs, and Dilip Sardesai 
played very well. Personally tcxi 
it was satisfying and I got 
involv€!d in two vital century 
piartnerships with 
Sardesai —and in the Trinidad 
Test, which we won. I txxik a 
few (six in fact) good catches 
and also played a good knock i ! 
55. 

I can still recall vividly the 
first innings of the first Test at 
Kingston. We were 70 tor five 
when I went out to join 
Sardesai at the crease A1 ready 
we could hear talk in the 
pavilion that we looked no 
better than a club side 

MyP J. Hindu Gymkhana 
clubmate Sardesai had heard it 
too and it made us very 
determined to show’ the people 
what we were capable of. 
Sardesai told me, “Ekky. put 
your foot well forward and 
play The ball is doing nothing 
and coming on straight." 

I heeded his advice on a track 
which resembled my 
gymkhana strip, went to the 
pitch of the ball and played it 
without hesitation We added 
180 - odd runs which helped us 
substantially to save the 
follow on which was a big 
morale - boo.stor for the rest of 
the tour. 

Gavaskar played like a 
champion on that tour after 
missing the first Test due to 
injury. Sardesai, more 
experienced than Gavaskar, 
attacked the bowling at will 
The wickets were good overall 
and the West Indies did not 
have bowlers like. Hall and 
Griffith. Both Shillingford and 
Dowe were quite nippy but 
short of experience 
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DILIP SARDESAI 


ne Renaissance Man 


H The man who led the 
renaissance of Indian 
cricket". 

No, Vijay Merchant 
was not hailing Sunil 
Gavaskar. He was 
paying the ultimate 
tribute to Dilip Sardesai. 
After all, It was Sardesai 
who laid the foundation 
for the 1971 Indian 
victory in the West 
Indies. Gavaskar only 
added some gloss^to it. 

And yet the man who 
got the trail—blazing 
212 in the first Test, 
who got three hundreds 
in all when they 
mattered the most, who 
showed his teammates 
the West Indian attack 
held no terrors of old, 
just about made it into 
the 16 - member team 
that was to tour the 
Caribbean islands. 

Sardesai, after being a 
regular in the Indian 
team until the mid 
sixties fell from favour 
as the decade drew to a 
close, thanks to a series 
of low scores. In fact, 
before the 1971 rubber 
he had played in only 
one of the preceding 14 
Testa and his career at 
30 seemed to be 
prematurely over. The 
combination of Wadekar 
(Captain) and Merchant 
(chairman, Selection 
Committee) however, 
made sure that he was in 
the team. His selection 
was about the only one 
criticised. 

Sardesai knew that he 
was being taken as a 
reserve bat, as far as the 
team’s think tank went. 


With Viswanath, 
Wadekar, Jaisimha and 
Durrani in the middle 
order, his very presence 
seemed redundant. 

Dame Luck, however, 
smiled on him. With 
Viswanath injured, 
Sardesai played in the 
opening first-class 


game of the tour, scored 
97 and staked his claim 
for a Test place. Finally, 
Sardesai was included in 
the team for the finat 
Test. And the rest is 
history. 

In scoring 212, 
Sardesai not only made 
micemeat of the West 



It wos Dilip Sardesai who laid the 
foundation for the 1971 Indian victory 
in the West Indies. Gavaskar only odd^ 
some gloss to it... 


Indian attack, be also 
instill confidence in the , 
others. Prom 75 five, 
India recovered to 387 
and from then on the 
tourists were a 
transformed lot, In the 
second Test Sardesai got 
112, in the third, 46 and 
in the fourth a great 
160, rescuing the 
Indians from the hapless 
position of seventy for 
six in the face of Windies 

601 for five declared. 

He rounded off the 
remarkable rubber by 
getting 75 and 21 in the 
final Test, but by now 
the focus had shifted 
from him to Gavaskar. 
For a youngster who 
came up with a 
monumental feat of 124 
and 220, Sardesai was 
momentarily forgotten. 
But Gavaskar himself 
paid rich tributes to his 
senior Bombay 
colleague when on his 
return he admitted that 
“He had shown us the 
way”. 

Sardesai ended the 
rubber with 642 runs 
(average 80.26). Very 
briefly he held the 
record for the highest 
aggregate by an Indian 
batsman in a Test series. 
He then played a leading 
role in the triumph in 
England later that year, 
play ed one Test against 
Tony Lewis’ English 
side at home In 
1972—73 and caUadifea 
day. But Sardeeai's 
name will forever be 
linked with Oainwlcsr’s 
whenevwtheW^ 
Indias tour is diaouiuie^. 
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The advantage of a good start. The gIrJ in the centre Jane Is off to a "flyer" 
in a backstroke event at the World Championships 








EXCLUSIVE FEATURE 


A positive cocaine test 
endangers Diego Maradona's 
spectacular career. Tragic 
victim of his own success, we 
may not see his flamboyant 
style on a soccer pitch again, 
writes Matthew Campbell 


C T was training time and 

Diego Maradona, the world’s 
most famous footballer, was 
bored. While other Naples 
teammates were going 
through their paces, the 
Argentine superstar was walking 
disconsolately round the track 
trailed by his two personal 
physiotherapists. Despite their 
urgings, he would not do a single 
stretch. 

For a long time the Naples team 
had been training in the 
afternoons, unlike other Italian 
clubs, simply because Maradona 
seldom got up before noon. The 
podgy little striker had other 
things on his mind. His behaviour 
on that afternoon made this clear: 
Suddenly, he noticed an attractive 
Japanese woman journalist trying 
to take pictures of him through a 
fence, his eyes, which have melted 
many female hearts, lit up and, 
within seconds, he turned into a 
performing seal. 



W hile Maradona hints 
darkly at a 

conspiracy to ruin his 
career, the testimony ot 
others is harder to 
dismiss. A Brazilian 
prostitute described how 
ne paid her 1‘400 for a 
nignt durng v./hich he 
minted her to take drugs 
with him 



Juggling footballs with his head 
and every limb, he went through a 
routine of physical exertion that 
would have put any athlete to 
shame. It was an extraordinary, 
awe-inspiring performance; thisi 
stocky, short little man with legs 
built like treetnmks, had become 
as deft and elegant in motion as a 
ballerina. 

It was the same God-given talent 
that had produced such 
breathtaking performances on the 
field, where he could wriggle past 
one defender after another with 
the air of a man enjoying a 
leisurely stroll. Maradona was a 
legend who could hope to go down 
in the history books as the 
greatest sportsman of the decade. 

But last week such thoughts 
were far from his mind; even the 
future of his footballing carwr 
seemed uncertain as he 
floundered in the snare of a sex 
and drugs scandal. His detractors 
were rubbing their hands 
tog^ether with glee. 

Reviled in England for his 
“hand of God” goal—when he used 
his hand to guide in a vital goal 
against England in the World Cup 
in 1986— Maradona has seldom 
aroused much sympathy among 
his opponents; some see him as a 
man besotted by—but ill equipped 
to cope with—^his fame. 

But he is revered by many 
countrymen as a saint and 
yesterday they were weeping. 
Newspaper headlines in 
Argentina said it all. “From 
heaven to hell: Maradona fails a 
drugs test”, screamed one 
anguished headline. “End of a 
football glory” asked another. 

Maradona, whose talent had 
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thrilled football-loving nations 
around the world, had been 
accused of taking coc;aine after 
traces of the drug were found in 
his much put—upon system in a 
postmatch urine test. Not only 
that. Maradona was the subject of 
an investigation by Italian 
authorities into allegations that 
he was involved in a mafia sex and 
drugs ring; a polic'e informant 
named him as the recipient and 
distributior of illegal drugs, and 
two women testified that they had 
been offered cocaine while 
spending the night with 
Maradona in a hotel. 

The Argentine hero denies 
everything. If found guilty on 
drug trafficking cliarges. he 
could face up to 20 years in jail. 

It is easy to see this as a classic 
example of a man overcome by his 
own dazzling success for whom, 
with no summits left to scale, the 
only course left is down, But it 
also a case of a man who was the 
victim of his own talent. 

His extraordinary ability 
brought him many rewards, but it 
also made extraordinary demands 


H e was always pushed 
hard by unscrupuiaus 
managers determined to 
get the most trorn their 
mvestmerit. Discovered 
at the age ol nme while 
playing fora junior 
Buenos Aires shanty' 
towfr team called Las 
Ceboilitas (the little 
onions) he was soon 
introduced to ‘Steroids, 
responsible fur moulding 
him into the cube-hke 
shape he is today 


on him. Clubs bid fortunes for 
players with Maradona’s rare 
talents; but the high stakes have 
to be recouped, and it is the star 
players themselves who end up 
with a huge workload. Maradona 
suffered physically and mentally 








under the strain, and did not have 
the self—discipline to cope 
He was always pushed hard by 
unscrupulous managers 
determined to get the most from 
their investment. Discovered at 
the age of » while playing for a 
junior Buenos Aires shanty town 
team called Las Ceboilitas (The 
little onions) he was introduced 
to steroids, responsible 
for moulding him into the 
cube—like shape he is today. If 
Maradona had continued to 
perform well for Napoli, all might 
have been well. But the slump in 
his fortunes seemed best 
symbolised in the World Cup, 
when he ended up crying like a 
baby. Soon he was being blamed 
for a slump in Napoli’s fortunes as 
well. But Maradona is used to 
being blamed. “It is very easy to 
speak about Maradona.” he said of 
himself last week. “But I don’t 
want to hear people talking about 
the dark side of Maradona. ” 

He has known every accolade. A 
practising Catholic, he has 
received more blessings from the 
Pope than Mother Teresa; his 












The game is up for Maradona 


^^rOW that cooaizie has been found in Diego Maradona's muoh-put-upon system, perhaps 
xN the only refhge left for him will be Japan. 

That is presuming and provided that the Japanese, who have been dangling: huge sums of 
money in front of 1^ to play in what would amount to mchibition games, remain interested, 
after his latest fall from grace. 

That he is clearly Hnished in Italy will not trouble Maradona. Thotigh his contract with 
Napoli stiU has a couple of years to nin, the romance has been dead for some time, and he had 
already anno\xnced his determination to leave, perhaps for Argentina, at the end of the 
season. 

Yet what a romance it has beeni Thanks to Maradona and his genitts for scoring and 
creating goals, Napoli have twice won a champion^p which, until he arrived in 1984 for a 
king’s ransom, was no more than a mirage. 

The second championship, won last season, was in fact something of a two-edged sword. It 
brought about Napoli’s participation in the Biiropean Cup, and one of the strangest, most 
significant, episodes in the little Argentine’s troubled career. 

Having arrived back outrageously late for pre-season training, having time and again 
ducked training in Naples, Maradona was left out of the team to play Spartak in Moscow. 

What did he do but turn up in his own private plane, show his wife round Moscow in the 
small hoxirs and manage to talk his way into the team, to the fury of the dire^rs. 

We probably demand too much of our stars. The John McEnroe ssmdrome is highly 
relevant. McEnroe has time and again been forgiven for his outbursts and escapades. By and 
large, however, we seem to expect our sporting heroes to set us standards off the field and on 
it. 

When they come from a background such as Maradona’s, the expectation seems unreal. 
Bom nearly 31 years ago in the sliuns of Buenos Aires, one of ^ght children, he has always 
been essentially the Buenos Aires urchin. 

Pele, you might say, would never have punched the goal which Maradona so oontooversially 
scored against England in the Aztec Stadium in the 1980 World Cup. Still less would he have 
attributed it to the hand of God. 

But Maradona’s behaviour is all of a piece. Before the 1990 World Cup final, when the 
Argentine team was training on Rome's grounds at Trigoria, l;e was involved in a violent 
brawl with security guards alter his brother had driven^his Ferrari out of the gates, to be 
turned back by the police. When another brother was being jeered by louts on the terraces, 
while playing for his club in Buenos Aires, Maradona and his friends simply steamed into 
them. 

Yet there is another, boyish, almost innocent, side to him. Perhaps, had he not been subject 
to such a dreadful catalogue of iiyuries, his lat^ disaster would not have befallen him. The 
back, the knee, the ankle. You name it. Maradona has suffered it. 

Cortisone been a dubious friend. He limped his way through most of the World Cup 

finals in Italy, yet still, with a burst of brilUanoe, made the goal for Caniggia which took 
Argentina to the final, This whole season he has played virtually standing still, but noneihe 
less made and scored goals of remarkable quality. 

Beginning almost as a child with Argentines Juniors, Maradona came under the aegis of a 
curious figtire called Crysterpiller, anoverweight,orippled young man who hobbled sJong, 
always beside Maradoxui, a kind of combinaticai of agent, mentor and grey eminenoe, In due 
course, he would disappear. 

When ArgmitiJia were drawn against Italy in the worldCup semi-final, Mmradona was 
lured into an expensive false move. Trying to explmt the prejudice of the Italian north against 
the south, he publicly exalted the NeopoUtan crowd to cheer Argentina rather than Italy, 
since Italy as a whole had sold them short. 

The cocaine “habit” so depieaaingly common scane years ago in the American gridiron 
game, is scarcely known in professional football, and may be taken as the mark of Maradona’s 
despair. 

Yet when all is saW done, he has been far and away the outstanding footballer of his 

generation and one of thegreatest of all time, an astounding compound, at his best, of skill, 
speed, courage and a llghining intelligence. Somemay feel he has exploited the gaine. Others 
may see him, however rich, as some kind of a victim. 









country’s president appeared 
sycophantic in the way he courted 
Maradona’s approval, appointing- 
him as a special “roving 
ambassador” for Argentina; even 
Cuba's Fidel Castro was an 
admirer and had called him by the 
familiar “tu” during one meeting. 

Maradona married a 
glamourous blonde, had millions 
in his bank account, several 
luxurious homes and a fleet of 
sports cars. He had achieved his 
one simple aim; of ranking with 
Brazil’s Pele in fame. But 
Dieguito, as he had come to be 
known in the Buenos Aires slums 
from which he had risen, was not 
happy. The reverence of millions 
around the world was no longer 
enough for the footballing god of 
30. 

He had been speaking of 
retiring, a prospect now 
increasingly likely, or of going to 
Japan for a more leisurely 
footballing career. At times he 
suggested he would return to his 
native Buenos Aires to play 
demonstration matches for 
Juniors, the team in which he first 


E lsewhere Maradona 
was reviled as a 
proven cheat, whose 
scandalous antics on the 
pitch, such as 
pretending to be scythed 
down when in the 
penalty box, could only 
bring shame on the 
game. 


caught the attention of football’s 
gurus 

Plagued by a bad back, which 
had needed ample dosings of 
cortisone, the painkiller, before 
each match, he was beginning to 
feel the physical loll of the years of 
international football With three 
pins in his left ankle, which was 
shattered by a particularly vicious 
kick during a match in Spain, 
Maradona had taken more knocks 
than most. 


He began to skip training. He 
seemed to be spending more time 
in Buenos Aires visiting his 
parents than in Naples; and scxin, 
inevitably, he became embroiled in 
a row with the club management 
which fined him more than once 
for jeopardising the team’s 
porformanc-e in key matches. 

All this seemed like ingratitude 
to Maradona. The Napoli football 
club had paid a record $13m for 
him in 1984. But the gamble soon 
paid off and his magic produced 
soaring ticket sales. With 
Maradona at the core of their 
team, Napxili, which had won the 
Italian Cup only twice before his 
arrival, began routing its 
opponents with monotonous 
regularity. To thousands of 
Neapolitans, Maradona became as 
niuch of a god—figure as he was 
to millions of Argentines back 
home. 

Perhaps Maradona felt he 
deserved to be able to take things 
easy. Whatever the case, he had 
taken to Ending his fun, 
according to Italian reports, in the 
seedy back streets of Naples. 






H aving grown up in the slums 
of Buenos Aires, Maradona 
was as streetwise as footballers 
come. But fame had changed his 
life; he had become used to the 
adoring attention of his fans and 
had little experience of betrayal. 

Recently, an article called “sex, 
drugs and goals” in Milan’s 
weekly Epoca, linked Maradona to 
CarmelaCinquegrana, a 
47-year-old Naples brothel 
madam. She was detained with 
eight others on suspicion of 
involvement in a cocaine 
smuggling network in the French 
cities of Marseilles, Lyons and 
Nice. Maradona was forced to 
spend three hours with an 
investigating magistrate, 
explaining his position. 

To some of his Naples fans it 
smelt of a frame-up. During the 
World Cup in Italy last year, 
Maradona had outraged the 
Milanese, who see their city as the 
capital of northern Italy, with a 
call on Naples to root for 
Argentina in its match with Italy. 
He was hoping to capitalise on 
traditional antagonisms between 
the Italian north and south. 

While Maradona hints darkly at 
a conspiracy to ruin his career, 
the testimony of others is harder 
to dismiss. A Brazilian prostitute 
Maradona accepts a shirt from 
Sampdoria chief Numez before 
signing for the club 


described how he paid her £400 
for a night during which he 
invited her to take drugs wth him. 

The local media had a field day, 
digging up stories about his 
supposedly wild sex life. A total of 
seven girls were reported to have 
gone to the police with stories of 
nights spent with Maradona. 

His passion for womanising was 
no secret. On one occasion, he 
flagged down a passing bus of 
journalists after spotting a 
particularly shapely Mexican lady 
aboard • His penchant for 
performing in training sessions 
whi le under the lens of a pretty 
photographer was also legendary; 
and he never denied stories of 
exploits with expensive call girls, 
known in Italy as “Diego’s 
Ladies”. 

In a way this was expected of a 
macho Latin footballer. But the 
accusations of drug-taking were 
more serious. 

With an air of bewildered 
innocence, the man who once beat 
five English defenders in one run, 
shrugs off any accusations of 
wrongdoing, while not denying 
that he has unspecified “vices”. 
“But they are the same as any 
businessman or anyone else 
might have. I would never take 
drugs," he told Italian journalists 
last week. “I am incapable of 
bringing so much shame on my 
children.” 


He also laughs off suggestions 
that he is involved with the mafia. 

As a local celebrity, it would have 
been difficult for It^adona to 
escape rubbing shoulders with the 
camorra, as organised crime is 
known in Naples. In 1986, he was 
photographed smiling at a party 
given by the infamous Carmine 
Giuliano, boss of the city’s 
Forcella quarter, where massive 
drugs, sex and smuggling rackets 
are based. It was then that police 
started to build up a dossier on 
him. ji; 

By the time of the World Cup in ^ 
1986, the magic in Maradona's ; 

relationshi p with his adoptive city 
was fading fast. Cristina Sinagra. ■ 
an 18-year-old shop girl, claimed 
Maradona was the father of her 
baby, whom she had 
named Diego She 

had met Maradona. she claimed, p 
at a Christmas party and had been T 
dumped shortly afterwards. 

Half of Naples stood up for | 

Sinagra when she took Maradona i 
to court to sue for child support ; 

Others branded her as a scheming ^ 
gold-digger. Maradona refused to 
take a paternity test. $ 

Before long, Maradona was 
married to Claudia Villafane, a 
Childhood sweetheart from the .'J 

slums of Buenos Aires. Their | 

wedding cost $2 million. Jumbo 
jets were chartered to fly guests 
over from Italy to Argentina. ;■ 

To most Argentines this seemed j 
the epitome of success. The 
footballer also seemed a model of \ 
filial devotion, having moved his j 

parents from their shack in the ‘t 
slums into a sumptuous villa in ^ 

the middle class Devoto district. j 

Elsewhere Maradona was : 

reviled as a proven cheat, whose j 
scandalous antics on the pitch, 
such as pretending to be scythed | 
down when in the penalty box, 
could only bring shame on the i 

game. But few could doubt he was ' 
an extraordinarily gifted • 

footballer, perhaps the greatest 
talent to emerge since Brazil’s 
Pele. 

“I use to love that boysaid a 
disconsolate waiter in Buenos 
Aires, sadly clearing away coffee 
cups. “Now he is lost; he had 
thrown it all away. He will never 
recover again *’ • 






ANOTHER TIME, 
ANOTHER PLACE 


He was born in North Fitzroy, Melbourne in 1900. Christened William 
Harold Ponsford. Known in later life by team-mates as **Puddin. ” 











H e was eight-years old when Donald George Bradman was bom at Cootamundra. 

Tliree and a half decades later, the world’s best bowlers agreed unanimously 
that, given a choice of whom to bowl to, they would choose Bradman, not 
Ponsford. Bradman, they reckoned, gave them .some chance. Ponsford none at 
all. 

Ponsford went to Alfred Crescent S<!hool and began playing first grade cricket 
for the Melbourne Club. St. Kilda. at 16. An introvert, his shyness was sometimes mistaken 
for a suspicious nature. Even in later life, he was always very reserved. Teammates would say 
it took the duration of an overseas tour, with its long sea voyages, to get to know him. 

Photographers assigned to cricket grounds would wait to capture his facial expressions, 
but the wily Ponsford would tackle them in his own style. Making his way to the wicket, he 
developed the method of pulling his cap low' down over his eyes to thwart them. The peak of 
his cap never seemed to hamper him once he took blo<ik at the start of an innings As his 
innings progessed, he would simply tug on the cap so that the peak went, by degrees, further 
round in the general direction of his loft ear 

Cricket writer Ray Robinson noted this with amusement. He reckoned one need not look at 
the scoreboard to see how far Ponsford had progressed in an innings Tf you saw the peak at a 
rakish angle behind his left ear. you knew he was heading for a second hundred ’ 

The only batsman to score more than 400 in an innings on two occasions, he had to break 
the world record for a fii'st class knock to win a spot in Victoria’s Sheffield Shield side. When 
Victoria played New South Wales in 1920, he had scored 352 when he muttered. "Cnpes, I’m 
unlucky,” when his bails were finally dislodged Victoria scored J107, but Ponsford was 
disappointed that he had not been able to lielter Archie Mfuslaren’s record individual score of 
424, made in 1985 

Actually Ponsford had scored 429 against Tasmania four years earlier, in 1922. The 
Australian Board recognised that as a first class game, but Lord’s did not. Then, while 
Bradman was making his maiden first class century in Adelaide in 1927, Ponsford scored 437 l 

against Queen.sland m Melbourne. From England, Maclaren was the first to cable his j 

congTatulations I 


His bat was a mighty weapon, a two pound ten ounce lump of 
timber that was nicknamed *Big Bertha’ by admiring teammates 
and despairing opponents. Rivals used to joke that his bat was 
wider than the laws of cricket permitted 


Ponsford scored 13.819 runs in first clas.s mat ches for an average of 65.18 and 2122 runs in 
29 Tests at an average of 48.22. Ilis bat w-as a mighty weapon, a two pound ten ounce lump of 
timber that was nicknamed, ‘Big Bertha’ by admiring teammates and despairing opponents. 
Rivals used to joke that his bat was w'ider than the laws of cricket permitted. 

Then one day a Sydney umpire measured his bat and found that Ponsford had hit his drives 
in the meat of the bat so often that the edges, wit.li the pressure, had actually spread further 
than the legal width. Theiv was scarcely a red mark of the ball on the edge of the bat, but to 
the accompaniment of raucous dressing room laughter, the edges were scraped back to the 
permitted width, using bottle tops 

Ponsford was not normally associated with controversy, but in 1928, wnitmg for a now 
defunct ‘HeraJd newspaper in Melbourne, he said of Harold Larwood that he was ‘not as fast 
as may be thought.’ 

Two years later, when Ponsford was suffering from gastric trouble before the Leeds Test, a 
Yorkshire newspaper tactlessly suggested that he was dodging Ijirwcxid. The barb stung 
him. When he encountered the English fast bowler, during the Oval Test, Ponsford took two 
boundaries off his opening over, scored 110 of Australia’s first 159 and reached his hundred 
in only 135 minutes. 

Douglas Jardine once made the mistake of calling him slowfooted, but, in 48 Test innings, 
he w'as only stumped once. He was never out Ibw He was to retire at the age of 34, but ui his 
last two Tests against England in 1934, he and Bradman scored 639 in two consecutive 
partnerships. At Leeds, they came together aft er the fall of the third wicket and raked the 
English bowling for 338. Their second wicket partnership at the Oval then added 451 and 
their average scoring rate during those two Tests was 80 runs per hour. 

They tell an amazing story about Ponsford volunteering for the Royal Australian Air Force 
during the second World War. Doctors, amazed at the discovery that he was colour-blind, 
asked him how he had managed for so many years to score runs against the best bowling 
attacks in the world. 

To which Ponsford replied simply. “I never noticed the colour of the ball, only its size." 

DavM McMshon, WMboum* 




Interesting' 


snippets from the 
world media 


that we normally 
don’t get to 
hear about.... 


CHESS & CRICKET? 


I MAGINEtwo chess 
teams contesting a 
cricket final! Strange 
but true, for at the 
Indian Gymkhana, 
Bombay the senior and 
junior teams of the 
Maharashtriya Chess 
As-sociation of the Blind 
played m the final of the 

cricket tournament. 

And the organisers? 
Maharashtriya Chess 
Association of the Blind 
again! 

Chess and cricket may 
appeal' worlds apart, but 
the cclebral element, is 
present in cricket, and 


the physical in chess 
though it is not obvious. 
Top Grandmasters take 
to rigorous outdoor 
sports such as tennis, 
swimming and even 
soccer to stay mentally 
fit. Congratulations to 
Maharashtriya Chess 
Association of the Blind 
for driving home this 
point. 

WESSY BUSINESS 

/ RVING BROWN, an 
English 

multi-millionaire who is 
based in the United 
States, is interested in 
buying Tottenham 
Hotspurs, the debt 
striken English 
first-division team. He 
has emerged as the 
potential saviour of 
Spurs who have plunged 
more than £l 3 milhon 
into debt after off-field 

Squash has a chance 
of being Included In 
the 1996 Olympics at 
Atlanta 


business ventures 
proved to be fsiilures. 

Brown, a 51 -year-old 
businessman, owned 1 7 
per cen t of Spurs, shares 
timing the '80s and now 
wan ts to take over the 
club. He said. “I have 
sufficient funds to go into 
the bid myself. 

Tottenham are in hell of 
a mess and it IS a 
disgrace that such a 
great club has fallen to 
such depths." 


PUY BALL. BUSH 


L ast week the i leth 

season of baseball 
started with eight 


games being played on 
the first day. US 
President Oeorge Bush, 
tossed out the first ball 
in Arlington. Texas, 
when the Milwaukees 
Brewers played the 
Texas Ranges, oo-owned 
by Bush’s son Oeorge. 

FAST FACTS 

H ere are some crazy 
statistics for all you 
marathoners. 

The highest prize 
money for marathon 
winners in the USA; 
Boston $55,000; New 
York $26,385 plus a car. 















Largest US 

marathons: New York: 
23, 774, Los Angeles: 
14,115 participants. 

Approximate water 
consumed by a 
marathoner; 1.8 quarts. 

Approximate water 
loss by a marathoner; 1 
quart. 

Money spent on 
athletic footwear in the 
US: $11.7 billion. 

Money spent by an 
individual: $47.04. 

President George 
Bush, starts off the 
116 th baseball season 
In the US 


SPORTINB DEFECTIONS 


Albanian 

Amid-fielder, Josep 
Cjercji was injured in a 
car accident when he 
defected following an 
European 


Championship 
qualifying match. 

The se-year-old soccer 
player left his Paris 
hotel after playing with 
his national team 
against France and was 
heading for Brittany, 



where he intended to ask 
for political asylum, 
lliree other members of 
the 16'man squad 
defected to Switzerland 
en route to Paris. 

While on the topic of 
defection there is 
another: Cuban super 
heavyweight boxer, 
Jorge Gonzales defected 
to Finland during the 

Marathoners In the US 
are Into spending big 
money on footwear, 
but they are also 
raking in the dollars 


Gee Bee Tournament for 
which he was a favourite 
in his category. The 
S8-year-old and two time 
Pan American champion 
slipped away from his 
hotel room and did not 
show up for the semi 
final bout and in the 
bargain lost his chance 
of winning a medal. 


PBOWOTIMe SQUASH 

S quash has a 50-00 
chance of being 
played in the 1996 
Olympics in Atlanta, 
according to Roger 
Eady, President of the 
International Squash 
Players’ Association 
(ISPA). 

Eady said, “In Atlanta, 
there’s a very, very 
strong possibility that 
squash will become an 
Olsrmpic sport. Squash 
Rts in perfectly witli the 
requirements for an 
Olympic sport—it’s 
young, active, vibrant 
and it’s clean. There are 
no drug problems.” 


VODKA FOB SAIE! 

T he SOVIETS are 
never short of 
innovative ideas. Take 
the women’s rugby team 
on lour in Britain. They 
arrived for the Rugby 
World Cup with no 
money for food! So what 
did they do? Coolly 
reached into their bags 
and came up with bottles 
of vodka, caviar and 
sports gear—all for sale. 
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FROM TEE TO GREEN 


In a Mirror 


When b*d weather forces you indoors. coNSTRocnvE 

PRACTICE IS still POSSIBLE. IN FRONT OF A MIRROR TOUCAN 
CMECK MANY THIN6S ; YOUR GENERAL SET-UP, POSTURE 
AUONMENT. AND BAU POSITION TO NAME BUT A FEW. 


Watch and Learn 


1 


Do THIS regularly For 

REASSURANCE AND YOU'LL BE 
. THAT BIT MORE CONRDENT 
\ BACK ON THE COURSE. 


Everyone can learn a 
LOT sinar by watoiino 
TNESWIH&O f TOP 
professionals when 
YOUNGER 1 NEVER 
HESITATED TO COPY 
SOMETHING I THOUGHT 
COULD HELP MY 




.However, ensure 

THAT YOU COPY A 
1 SIMILAR SWING PLANE 
_ J J TO YOUR OWN. IF YOU 
ARE FAIRLY TALLSTVDY 
\ /<A KtJ SOMEONE UKE GREG 
/ \ NORMAN. SHORTER 
V_//' / > PEOPLE CAN LEARN 

In' J \ from, say. IAN 
//' // \ WOOSNAM. 







-X. 


Shut that Door 




_Thinkofthisasaswincng 

DOOR. OPENING AH D CLOSIN6 
AROUND irfe HINGES-A BEAUTIFULLY 
SIMPLE MENTAL IMAGE ALSO 
CONVETING THE CORRECT TB1PO 
OF THE SWING. 


The ULTIMATE GOLF SWING IS ONE 
IN WHICH The Turn on the 

SWINCi IS EJCACTLY REPRODUCED 
COMINC DOWN SO THAT THE 
CLUBHEAD IS APPUEDSQUARELY 
TO THE ball. 

















READERS’ 


QUESTIONS 


I ln Sri Lanka 
. which sport is 
referred to as 
“Gudu”? 

2 What is 
• common to 
“The freak of 
nature”, “The 
deformed one” and 
I “The fool”? 

3 ' Which 
. ex-tennis 

I star’s first recorded 
‘disc’ was “Globe 
j Trotter Lover”? 

I 

4 Which tennis 
. player said 
about another, 
“Everytime I see 
her, her shoulders 
are still about three 
inches wider! I was 
growing too at her 
age, but enough’s 
enough”. 

5 Name the 
. venue where a 
complete day of 
Teat cricket has 
been lost the most 
number of times 

6 Who was the 
. first Indian 
chess International 
Master? 

7 What is 
• special about 
the following 
sports 

personalities: W.G, 
Grace; Rick 
Charlesworth; Vece 


★ WIN RS 300! 


If your quiz is selected 

(1) All entries must be neatly typed. 

(2) The maximum number of 
questions is 50. 

(3) Quizzes on specific sporting 
topics will be given preference, that 
is, each quiz should deal with one 
particular aspect of sport. 

(4) Questions which have already 
apjieared in the column will be 
discounted immediately. 

(5) Send in your entries with full 
name and address to; 

Sportsworld Readers’ Quiz 

6, Prafulla Sarkar Street, 

Calcutta—-700 001 

(6) As we can only publish 52 quizzes 
annually, the best will be chosen. 
The Editor’s choice is fina.l. 


ANSWERS 


1 . Kabaddi. 

2. All are nicknames of Brazilian football star, 
Garrincha. 

3. lilie Nastase. 

4. Pam Shriver about Gabrieia Sabatini. 

5. Old Trafford, Manchester. 

6. Manuel Aaron (1960). 

7. All Doctors. 

8. Lausanne, Switzerland. 

9. Pietro Mennea of Italy. 

10. Monopoly. 

11. Richard Evans. 

12. Bjorn Borg. 

13. Roy Emerson of Australia. 

14. E.A. S. Prasanna 

15. Panny Blankers Koen. 


IMS QUIZ HAS BEEN COMPILED BY: 

RAJIBBABMAN 

33/XXII,A.K.AZADR0AD, 

REHABAM. BUWAIIAfl. ASSAM 781008 

All vriMori Mnt m by the contributor 


Paes; Socrates and 
Roger Bannister. 

8 Where are the 
. headquarters 
of the International 
Olympic 
(jommittee? 

9 Name the 
• athlete who 
has the distinction 
of competing in five 
Olympics. 

-4 ^ Name the 
X W . must 
popular indoor 
gaime of the world. 

1 -4 Who is the 
X .co-author 
of the book “Vijay 
Amritraj-An 
A utobiography ”? 

-4 Whose 

X ^ . book on 
tennis 

CO —authored by 
Gene Scott was 
entitled’ My Life 
and Game?’ 


•4 o One of 
X O . Vijay 
Amritraj’s coaches 
won 28 Grand Slam 
titles .It was a 
record win, Who 
was he? 

•4 A Whose 
X TC. autobiogra¬ 
phy is titled “One 
More Over’ ? 

-4 pr Which 
X O • famous 
sprinter has a 
nickname as 
Marvellous Mama? 
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THE REAL MASTER 
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‘I took a lot 


for granted’ 


Nearly paralysed by a car accident, Ken Norton 


who broke Muhammad Ali’s jaw, is slowly picking 


up the pieces of his life 


Tell us about your relationship with AM, 
Foreman, and the other great 
champions. 

The thing was that even though 
we were very competitive, we were 
still very good friends. We just 
made a video called “Champions 
Forever”. It was Aii, Frazier, 
Foreman. Holmes and myself. You 
would have to say that everyone 
got along well. When we would 
fight, it was like two lawyers in 
court. When you get in the 
courtroom, you battle You go for 
each other's throats You're trying 
to win. When the bell rings, the 
fight’s over You come out. You’re 
friends. 

Did you go out socially with any of the 
fighters? 

Yes With Joe Frazier And, in 
fact. I just came back from a thing 
in Seattle. Washington, where Ali 
was voted fighter of the decade 

Since your retirement, you've been 
involved heavily with exercise and 
body-building. Tell us how you got 
involved and what your current diet 
and exercise routine consists of 
regularly. 

At first. I started a company called 
the Ken Norton Novelty Company. 
I then went into sports 
management. I then got hurt in a 
car accident After 2-1 '2 years and 
not being mobile, when 1 became 
mobile again. I decided to open a 
health club because I thought it 


would help me to get back to what 
I wanted to be Right now I have 
Ken Norton's Gold’s Gym It’s 
more of a health club. My oldest 
pierson here is a lady who is 
eighty-three or eighty-four. And 
she's very active She’s here 
everyday And since I got hurt, 

I’m more into the body. 

What are your plans for the future? 

As 1 told you, I was in that car 
accident; 1 walk okay but not very 
well yet. I can’t run yet. My next 
thing is to get back where 1 can 
run .again. 

What exactly is wrong with your legs? 

I don’t know exactly because I lost 
my memory from 3 months before 
the acf.'idcnt lo 2 yeai-s after the 
accident. They say 1 was going on 
the freeway in L. A Someone saw 
me go over the embankment 
which is like a 35 degree angle to 
the bottom and I hit a tree at the 
bottom. 1 was paralyzed foj' a year 
and a half to two yea; s Bi-oke my 
jaw I had a skull fracture Broke 
my leg. 

Was it through surgical techniques 
that they were able to get you back in 
shape? 

Yes For the head they operated on 
the skull from the side and filled 
t.he holes in. They wired my jaw 
back up. My leg wat: in a cast for a 

Champions All; (From Left); 

Muhammad Ali, Joe Frazier, Ken 
Norton and Larry Holmes 


long time. I was in bed for like a 
year and a half when I was 
paralyzed. Time and God helped 
me. 

Did you work with a physical therapist? 

Yes, but I quit I didn't have any 
mind lying there after 2 years. If I 
knew you and you came, 1 would 













recognize you. I would speak and 
after five sentences I would forget. 
So the thing was that I didn’t want 
to go to therapy. Otherwise 1 did it 
all myself. I went to therapy, 
maybe 3 months, or less than that, 
and the rest I did all by myself. 
Looking back oh your career, do you 
have any regrets? 

My main regret looking back at 
my career is that I really didn't 
apply myself as much as I should 
have. I took a lot for granted. By 
being an individual that things 
kind of came easy to, physically. I 
never took advantage of it. I took 
it for granted. I felt I could have 
done a lot better if I had worked 
harder I felt I hadn’t sacrificed 
enough. But the thing that’s good 
IS now I can tell my son, Ken 
Norton Jr. about sacrificing. He 
saw, as it was explained to him. 
what I did and what I didn’t do or 
what you have to do or what you 
don’t have to do. It's making him a 
lot better athlete now. He plays for 
the Dallas Cowboys 

What did you do mentally and 
physically in your training that made 
you one of the few men to beat Ali 
when Ali was in his prime? 

I read a book called "Think and 



Grow Rich. ’’ I became a firm 
believer in Napolean Hill. And by 
reading the book, I got to the point 
where I felt no man could beat me. 
And that I was as good as any 
man. When I fought Ali the first 
time, everyone expected me to 
lose. To me, it was an honor to be 
in the ring with a man of that 
caliber Putting me in the ring 


Ken Norton (left) during his 
younger days iands a punch on 
Randy Cobb, a fight that he won 
by a spiit decision 

with that caliber meant that they 
thought more of me than people 
seemed to realize. That lifted me 
up 

What do you think about Foreman’s 








iOCKEY ^ 
ROBABLES 


IHF: Nothing 
^ IChanges! 






Santay Bisht: 
inconsiatent In the 
centre-half position 


T he Indian 
Hockey 

Federation (IHF) 
is the proverbial 
‘old wine in new bottles’, 
nothing changes. When 
Balkishan Singh took 
over as national coach 
earlier this yeai-, it was 
hoped the IIIF had 
turned a new leaf 1991 
IS the year of destiny for 
Indian hockey It is 
imperative that India 
qualify for the Olympics 
from the pre-Olympic 
tournament at Auckland 
in Oct. ’91. Otherwise it 
will not only be the end 
of an era for the eight 
times gold medallists 
but could also be the 
death knell for the game 
at home. 

Sadly the selection of 
21 probables for the 
forthcoming European 
tour, after the four-week 
coaching camp (March 
4—April 4) revealed the 
inevitable nepotism, 
arbitrary behaviour and 
double standards of the 


IHF. The list of 
probables was branded 
as India’s team of the 
1990s. The UIF 
president, R. Preisad 
said; "The IHF is looking 
at the whole selection 
process from the long 
term perspective, we are 
also looking at the 
qualifying round, 
followed by the 
Barcelona Olympics.’’ A 
very contradictory 


statement. 

India's first priority is 
to qualify for the 1992 
Olympics, the future can 
come later. Dropping 
stalwarts R.P. Singh 
and Vivek Singh, is like 
putting the cart before 
the horse. Pakistan 
could afford the luxury 
of omitting four 
stalwarts, including 
Qazi Mohib and Farhat 
Khan, in their 


preparations for the 
1992 Ol.ympics, as they 
have ali'eady qualified. 
They can nurture talent 
during their European 
tour later this year. 

Can India take such 
risks*'' After all H P. and 
Vivek wereregula”sin 
the playing eleven till 
just two months ago. Is 
such rapid deterioration 
probable that these two 
players now cannot even 











be accommodated in the 
list of 21 probables? 

Who is. the 
replacement forVivek 
Singh? Since the days of 
the astute Ajitpal ^ingh, 
India have rarely had a 
commanding 
centre-half, except 
briefly when Ha^eep 
Singh was at his best. 
Vivek, though not 
brilliant is still the best 
in India. He gave a hard 
working display in the 
recent 5th Indira 
Gandhi tournament. If 
his replacement were 
highly talented players, 
the gamble was 
justified. However the 
tw'o centre halves chosen 
are Sanjay Bisht (lA), 
tentative and 
inconsistent in his 
international debut in 
tlie Indira Gandhi 
tournament earlier this 
year, and Harpreet 
Singh (Combined 
Universities) a converted 
inside forward 

Former international 
Ajitpal Singh spotted 
Harpreet playing as 
inside-forward for the 
Combined Universities 
in the Nationals. Ajitpal 
Singh felt that Harpreet 
had the style and 
potential to play as 
centre-half. So young 
Harpreet played as 
centre-hidf for the first 
time in the national 
camp. How he will fare 
in international matches 
is yet to be seen. 

If both do not click 
what are Balkishan's 
alternatives? He can try 
Shakeel Ahmed (lA) as 
centre-half. The lA 
coach, Ashok Kvunar, 
has been using Shakeel 
regularly as a 
centre-half since the last 
Nehru hookey 
tournament. Nirmal 
Singh of Railways also 
plays as centre-half for 
Northern Railway. 
However either Shakeel 


Is Balkishan Jinxed? 


B ALKSSHAN SINGH is undoubtedly India's most knowledgeable and 
experienced hockey coach. He has coached the Indian hocdtey team in 
three previous Olympics, at Mexico in 1968, at Moscow in 1980 and Los 
Angeles in 1984—an unprecedented feat. If Balkishan can get India 
thr^gh to the 1992 Barcelona Olympics it will be his foiuth Olympics as 
coach. 

So his expertise as a coach is never in doubt. The problem is about his 
ability to resist the sharp manipulations and manouvreing of the Indian 
Hockey Federation. A member of the selection committee narrated 
Balkishan's jinx in previous Olympics. 

"In the 1968 Mexico Olympics. India for the first time failed to reach the ' 
final of the Olympic hockey tournament. Balkishan could not control the < 
factionalism in the Indian team. In 1984, India for the second Ume failed to 
reach the semis at the Olympics (previous occasion being in 1976). The 
team wsis talented but dis-agreements between coach Balkishan and 
manager Cdr. Nandy Singh about selection, caused the setback." 

It miist be admitted that Balkishan's 1980 gold winning team, played 
excellent hockey, even though victory is devalued as only six teams 
participated. 

There is a superstition in IHP circles that maybe Balkishan is jinxed. It 
is feared that due to his previous misfortunes the Indian hockey team may 
for the first time this year not qualify for the Olympics. His detractors are 
spreading this unlucky canard about the coach. However, whilst the 
coaching jinx is just an attitude of the mind, what is a cause for worry is 
the national coach’s mental toughness to resist the IHF pressure on team 
selection. The needless dropping of RP Singh and Vivek Singh does not 
augur weU for the future. 


or Nirmal would be 
experimental 
centre-halves. So what 
was the harm at keeping 
Vivek in the camp? This 
is especially so, as 
Balkishan said: “The 
first camp was only for 
fitness and practise of 
basic and tactical skills. 

I have not yet thought of 
the formation for the 
team. We may try out 
new formations. The 
players need to learn 
how to cope with the 
game at high pace. So 
far Indian players are 
only suitable for 35 
minutes of international 
hockey. At this camp, I 
would say improvement 
is only about 25 per 
cent.” 

The selection policy 
was inconsistent. For 
the vital centre-half 
position, the IHF were 
willing to try either 
newcomers or 


experiment. However 
for right-half, at the 
insistence of one of the 
eight selectors. 
ex-Olympian Balbir 
Singh (Services) only 
regulars were 
considered. Angelus 
Belung (BSF & Punjab), 
recalled after his maiden 
international 
appearauice in the BMW 
tournament at Holland 
last year, and Nirmal 
Singh (Railways) are the 
regular right-halves 
chosen. The experiment 
of Arif as itiakeshift 
right-half was rejected 
as he was found 
ineffective in that role. 

R.P. was dropped as 
he was considered 
injury prone and over 
the hill. Both allegations 
are not entirely correct. 
R.P. missed a few days of 
practise as he got struck 
near the eyebrows and 


required six stitches. 
Earlier in the 1990 
Lahore World Cup, he 
also received stitches for 
a facial injury. 

However Gundeep 
Kumar, Ashish Ballal 
and Darryl D’Souza were 
given another chance to 
prove their worth at the 
Lucknow Federation 
Cup, as they were 
injured at the Delhi 
camp. So why the double 
standards against R.P ? 
Is it because he spoke 
out against the 
Nationals being held on 
grass? 

Also to consider R.P. 
old at 24-year8-oId is 
absurd. If youth was the 
criteria for selection, 
then both Jude Felix and 
Subodh Khandekar who 
have staged comebacks 
to the national squad, 
are older. 

NovyKapadia 






I 3 I AM Pi-akash Singh has become the Mohinder Amarnath of Indian 
1*^^ I hockey, frequently in and out of the national team. Foi' some strange 
I ^ I reason, the Indian Hockey Federation (IHF) authorities find him a 
■■■■I rebellious iconoclast. To friend and foes alike he is simply, RP the 
mis-understocKi maverick, whose rebellious exterior conceals lasting virtues. 
Ironically, RP is not the long-haired rebel, portrayed by the IHF. but the good 
boy. hockey's "Mr. Clean". His "Achilles heel” is his big mouth 
RP is the ultimate good boy. He does not drink or smoke, sliuns consumerist 
culture and surprisingly for one so successful is shy of female adulation. 

During the fifth Indira Gandhi tournament earlier thus year, the Railways 
wojnen’s hockey squad training at Delhi, repeatedly cheered RP but he showed 
no response. 

So why was RP dropped? A first choice till a month ago, cannot be so out of form 
that he cannot find a place amongst twentyone probables. IHF circles say that RP 
was victimised because of his candid remarks against staging the 1990 Jammu 
Nationals on grass. The federation big boss R. Prasad took umbrage and 
dropped the player from the national squad at the first opportunity. Sadly such 
indifferent treatment is a regular feature in RP's cai-eer. 

As a teenager he made his mark with the Indian junior team and then with the 
disaster-beset team to the 1986 Seoul Asiad and London World Cup. He seemed a 
potential star when he represented India in the inaugural Indira Gandhi 
tournament at Delhi in 1987. However, the authorities callous treatment started 
a year later. For the 1988 Seoul Olympics, he was sidelined and centre forwards, 
Gundeep Kumar and Jagbir Singh played as makeshift right-wingers 
During coacli Ganesh's regime. RP was sidelined as Mukesh Kumar became 
the favourite. But superlative performances by RP in the 1989 N.ationals and a 
massive media outcry, forced the IHF to re-iustate him. Yet lie was not played in 
the Asia Cup. The absurd reason: he had shoulder length hair and refused to cut 
it. Ram Prakash kept on fighting and was the first choice for the 1990 World 
Cup. Since then he was a first-team regular. Of the eight selectors at Delhi, at 
least four felt RP should play a key role, in Indian hockey’s hour of reckoning at 
the pre-Olympics in New Zealand. 

Yet RP like Balbir Singh (Railways). Inam-ur-Rehman. Ashok Kumar and 
recently Mohammed Shahid is a victim of the arbitrary wrath of the IHF 
president and a few disgruntled officials. 

What is RP's future now? He has the will power to stage yet another phoenix¬ 
like fightback His fans hope that he can prove his detractors w'rong by a 
superlative performance in the inaugural Federation Cup at Lucknow, from 
April 30-37. However RP has suddenly got a strange ally. The Prime Minister's 
Office (PMO) is exerting pressure that RP be re-instated. 

RP also hails from eastern Uttar Pradesh, very close to Ballai. the PM's 
constituency. A PMO official has taken the initiative by asking the IHF 
pi-esident and national coach Balkishan Singh that justice must be done and RP 
re-instated. Will Chandra Shekhar give a parting gift to India's sporting 
fraternity*^ 


During coach 
Ganesh’s 
regime, Ram 
Prakash was 
sidelined as 
Mukesh Kumar 
became the 
favourite. But 
superlative 
performances 
by RP in the 
1989 Nationals 
and a massive 
media outcry, 
forced the IHF 
to re-instate 
him. Yet he 
was not played 
in the Asia 
Cup. The 
absurd reason: 
he had 
shoulder 
length hair and 
refused to cut 
it 



Novy Kapadia 















HOWMW I 

AfUiyEillS I 
HE?TEiMIS 
EXPERTS 
immn nflE 


XTOMA 

I 










"I’m a different person when I’m on court, no doubt 
about it. The way I play, my style, the things 1 do. 
the way I try for every ball and fly through the air 
and stuff. I’m an animal, I give everything I’ve got 
every time I go out on the court, and I’m proud of it". 

Who said that? 

Leander Pass, right? 

Wrong. Jimmy Connors. 

But hell, it was hard to tell. 

Yet isn’t this crazy, over the top? I mean talking 
about a 38-year-old. 109 title legend and a 17 year 
old manchild in the same breath. 

There are some who may think so, believing that 
while Paes is the most impressive young tennis 
player we have, he is also, in typically gushy Indian 
style, being overrated. 

To get an accurate assessment of Inander Paes 
ability. SPORTSWOBLD spoke to a range of 
professionals in America, from management groups 
to coaches, and the response was overwhelming. 


n March this year, Leander, accompanied by 
his father/advisor Dr. Vece Paes new to 
America in what was to be the most 
significant three weeks of their lives The 
purpose of their visit was clear. America 
housed some of the best coaches, sports 
psychologists and physical trainers the tennis 
world has to offer. And it was here that both father 
and son would get a true appi’aisal of whether 
Leander actually had what it takes to be a top-class 
player 

Yet, even before America got a first look at 
Leander, it was '' .. 


abundantly clear that 

they regarded him as an We die 

exciting future talent. taiKulg abOUt 2 piayBf 

This was evidenced by WhO haS tllE potential tO 

the sustained interest gQ tc the top 10 ,thst's 

shown by the Yg interested 

Management Signing toander Up 

Group(IMG), ProServ 

and Advantage Gavin Forbes of IMG (with 

International (the three whom the Paes have 
largest sports eventually decided to sign 

management groups) in up) explains. 
securing Leander as a 
client. 

Not in the past ten years has an Indian player 
generated such interest, and as John Mayotte of 
ProServ put it, “The tennis world thinks a lot of 
Leander’s potential. We have Sampras, Chang and 
Patrick McEnroe among others, and we see Leander 
as being one of the best players In the world in the 
ujDcoming years. We do not recruit hundretts of 
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juniors and then hope one of them will make it. We 
only sign those who have the potential to be the best 
players in the world in 6—10 years”. 

As convlnoed was Bruce Schilling of Advantage 
International who wrote to Dr. Paes saying. . .1 
have researched his (Lender's) game and I believe 
he has the potential to be a top five player in the 
world”. 

Management gppups may be accused of being 
effusive, but it is worth remmnbering that it is 

their clients’ ability that 
pay their salaries. 

Talent is their business, 
and as Gavin Forbes of 
IMG (with whom the 
Paes’ have eventually 
decided to sign with) 
explained, “We’re 
talking about a player 
who has the potential to 
go to the top 10, that’s 
why we're so interested 
in signing him up”. 

Topmost on Leander's 
agenda in America was a 
week's intensive 
coaching under Gene 
Mayer, from whom 
Sportsworld got the most exhaustive and 
complete assessment of Leander’s talent. Mayer, a 
former world No. 4 (in 1980 he was ranked behind 
Borg, McEnroe and Connors) and winner of 14 tour 
titles, was a marvellously gifted shotmaker and now 
ahighly rated coach. In all probability, Mayer will 
ptlay the part of Isander's expert coach undea" whose 
instructions a touring coach will function. 

“There is no doubt in my mind”, said Mayer 
emphatically, “that Leander could be a player at the 
highest level of the game. Leander has as much 
talent as any professional tennis player stnd I would 
even put in the McEnroe genius and the Nastase 
genius, in terms of his ability to hit every shot that 
there is". 

“The main thing that you look for, that I look for, 
is firstly; agood competitive spirit, and he is 
certainly intense and serious. Secondly, he has very 
good footspeed, which is necessary to be a top 
player, whatever game you play. And thirdly, his 
ability, which is the most outstanding part because 
he can do everything in the game,” said Mayer. 

Obviously impressed with Leander's raw talent, 
Mayer explains, “that the task ahead for Leander 
and me, is how can he harness all this genius. He 
has very big shots, but how can be consistently 
produce a high level of tennis every day. If you want 
to be a Bjorn Borg, the way you become the best is by 
trsdng/playing hard and hitting a lot of balls. 
Leander is exactly the opposite, hs will win his 
matches by causing damage. Like a Becker does, 
like a McEnroe. With Leander it is not a question of 
not having the shots fund tirylng to g^t more in hiS 
game, like Lendl tried to add more. For Leander. his 


"I have re¬ 
searched leander’s game 
and i believe he has the 
potential to be a top 5 
player m the world" 


As convinced was Bruce 
Schilling of Advantage Inter¬ 
national who wrote to Dr. 
Paes 
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question is going to be, can he simplify and make 
things very oonsiatent and regxdar. With all the 
special things he can do, can he do the basic 
fundamental things consistently and well, all the 
time”. 

To draw a parallel, Mayer compares Leander to 
Sabatini in terms of ability to hit the ball and do 
things, but adds, “as you’ve seen in Sabatini’s career 
it took a while for her to learn to use her genius 
well—that’s our project". 

While appreciating Leander’s strengths, "he has 
amazing natural footspeed. an impecxjable backhand • 
volley, beautiful backhand and big first serve”, 

Mayer is not dismissive of Leander’s weaknesses, 
whether it be technical problems on the forehand 
“his big weapon but a little complicated” or his 
footwork, “because he’s so fast instead of walking 
thei% early he waits and makes it so tliat he has to 
sprint incredibly in the end”. Yet there are two areas 
which he has identified which he believes are vital. 
The first, funnily enough, is too much ability. 

“When you’re a McEnroe or a player like I was who 
could do a lot of different things, when you don't 
play well you tend to confuse yourself. When you 
play well, you tend to confuse your opponent. The 
whole thing with Leander is that he has so many 
opportunities and so many different shots he can 
hit, that the question of picking the right one is not 
always easy. Where for a Borg or Ijendl it is easy 
because there are very few .shots they can choose 
from" 

The second area that requires work is 
consistency, points out 
Mayer, believing that 
Jjeander often tries to do 
too much. “As it is,” he 
says, "when he does a 
little it’s already more 
than almost every player 
who plays the game. 

There is so much in him 
in terms of talent, there 
are so many different 
ways he can hurt you 
with his game, that if he 
could just harness those 
and simplify it and get it 
to a level where ho feels 
he can do it all the time. 

You shtiuld never try to 
do that much more 
unless you’re forced into 
it Leander, almost 
because of his talent, 
would look for opportunities to do the extra”. 

Mayer also knows that while Leander’s intensity 
gives a glimpse of his purpose, it also has to be 
channelised well. While comparing him “as closer in 
intensity to the way McEnroe or Ctonnors plays, but 


"Trieie is no doubt in my 
mmd, that leander could 
be a player at the highest 
level of the game,. .and f 
would even pot In the 
McEnroe genius and the 
Nastase genius, in terms 
of his ability to hit every 
shot that there is. It 
would aiinost be a shame 
if a leander did not make 

It big ’. 


Gene Mayer 


This is the only picture (taken by a friend) of 
Leander’s Wimbledon junim triumph last year. 







liiander is a ^ntleman 
and thsy were nqt" he * 
explaizus that ‘Xeander 
has to fuimel that 
competitive energy emd 
stay calm and in 
control”. 

Everyone, natiirally, 
wants to know when 
Leander will be ready. 
Yet Mayer, aware that 
Leander must develop 
both physically and 


“Ttie tennis world thinks 
a lot of Leander’s 
potential. We have 
Sampras, Chang and 
PatncK McEnroe, and we 
see leander as bemg one 
of the best players m the 
world. We do net recruit 
I GO’S of juniors anti then 
hope one of them will 
make it, 

John Mayotte, brother of Tim 
Mayotte and executive of 
ProServ, one the three firms 
which tried to sign Leander 
on 


game-wise cannot give 
an exact time-span. 
“We’re looking at the 
next 2 years to get him, 
not to the height of the 
game, which we think 
he has the potential to 
do, but to the top 50. 
Then we make the next 
jump. Yet I think there 
is the potential of that 
happening a lot faster, 
but we must set realistic 
goals". 


LEANDER'S PHrSICAL RATINGS 


Tr»«k Flvdoii 24 50 41 15 15J AVEiUfiE., 

RMHlig Haad Ritt 20 50 40 75 W.5 liUW ftVBARE 

SyttoHc Olood Praswra 4S SO 86 115 127 EXCELLBIT 

Oiniollc Otood Pratswa SO 50 100 SO 71.5 aCELLENT 

SH Ups (60 saconds) 32 50 64 44 36.5 MOVERVEIMaE 

HsipM/WstiM Rilio 120 ISO 00 147 105 ABOVE RVBMRE 

Psr CMt Only Fit 200 200 IB) 2 17 EXCELLED 

3 KHiwts Step Tttl 245 400 01 90 06 ABOVE AVBlAflE 

TOOU. 734 1000 ABOVE AVBUGE 
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It will not be easy. It 
will not be quick. 
Leander is going to 
lose some matches 
and he is going to win 
some matches. He 
will not beat Boris 
Becker tomorrow. Or 
the day after. But 
three years hence 
don't bet against it. 


Yet, however long it, ‘ “ 
takes. Mayer ia 
unahakeable in his 
that Leander will make 
it. "He legitimately, 
certainly has the aWBity 
to get into the top 10.' , 
There is no doubt that it 
is there, it would almost 
be a shame if a Leander 
did not make it big”. 

Mayer admits it is not 
easy for as he points out, 
“There are a lot of people 
on the circuit who are 
very talented and hit the 
ball great and who are 
still ranked No. 400 in 
the world. The big 
question is, Leander has 
the elements of a 
champion, he has the 
talent, now how is he 
goingtoxiseit?" 

It will not be easy. It 
will not be quick. He is 
going to lose some 
matches and he is going 
to whi some matches. He 
will not beat Boris 
Beokser tomorrow. Or 
day after. But three 
years hence don’t bet 
against it. 
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Power Play And Dre 


D id player power at Liverpool 
force out Kenny Dalglish? 
Has power gone to the head 
of Marco Van Basten? Did it 
play a salient part in the changed 
tactics of the England team 
during the last World Cup? 

The power wielded by players 
has assumed new importance 
after it offered us a hint why 
Dalglish suddenly left Liverpool 
stranded at the top of the league 
This is not to suggest that there 
was a conspiracy against Kenny. 
Far from it. But could it have been 
more than coincidence that he 
should abi’uptly give up 
immediately after Liverpool's 
surprising 4-4 FA Cup replay 
draw with Everton? 

John Barnes, the mildest and 
most amiable of men. stated that 
after the match, in which the 
Liverpool defence had shipped so 
much water- “'There was a lot of 
screaming and shouting in the 
dressing j-oom," 

There are stories that Dalglish 
had strong criticisms of his 
players and received some equally 
strong rejoinders. 

There is no question about the 
pla.yerB rumiing the show; just a 
manifestation of unrest, of a 
breach opening between manager 
and team after some puzzling 
decisions in selection and tactics 
by Dalglish over the season. 

The word in Liverpool was that 
Dalglish, throughout his 
glittering career in the game, had 
never been used to criticism; 
neither as a star player with 
Glasgow Celtic and Liverpool, as a 
player manager at Anfield, nor 
finally as simply the manager 
there. Even when he left. 

Liverpool were still in the Cup and 
top of the league—and reigning 
Champions. 

With Dalglish being the 
determined fellow that he is, there 
could be no question of his 
allowing the players to take power 
though he seemed to bow to their 
wishes be bringing Peter 
Beardsley back into the side after 





Kenny Dalglish on the Liverpool bench (sixth from left) : did player power force 
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mysterious, prolonged exclusion. 

So perhaps that is why Dalglish 
left. 

Another mystery is the matter 
of England and player power in 
the last two World Cups. Each 
time, England did pretty well, 
after a miserable start. Each time, 
the word was—though never 
wholly confirmed—that a players' 
revolt had led to a change of 
tactics. 

In the 1986 World Cup, England 
lost the first game to Portugal and 
were very lucky to draw the 
second, against Morocco. 

It was said that at half time ui. 
the dressing room the players 
addressed bitter words to coach 
Don Howe 

Radical changes were made 
after Ray Wilkins was suspended 
and Bryan Robson injured. 

Beardsley moved up front with 
Lineker. Trevor Steven and Peter 
Reid were brought into the 
midfield and Poland and 
Paraguay were beaten. 

And was it, as was widely 
suggested, the players who forced 
Bobby Robson, always a critic of 
the sweeper system, suddenly to 
adopt it in Cagliari last year 
against Holland? 

It may well have been so. for 
after England had squeezed 
through against the Cameroons in 
Naples, Bobby Robson stated; “A 
flat back four saved us.” That 
change was made late in the game 
after the sweeper defence had been 
over-run. 

Gifted, strong-minded players 
do indeed tend to impose their will 
on some managers, especially 
when things go wrong. It’s a 
dangerous situation. 

The ideal is when a strong 
player and a good manager can 
work together; as in the great 
playing days of Johan Cruyff and ^ 
Franz Beckenbauer. Both are i 

managers now. 

Then there is Van Basten, a 
former European Footballer of the 
I Year, who missed both legs of the 
I semi-finals of the European Cup 
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L ook outside England, 
lots of new stars are 
emerging. Not least in 
the Soviet Union, where 
a host of ardent young 
players are 

revolutionising football. 

Dynamo Kiev, losing more 
than half their team, have 
surged back in no time at all. 
They may have lost their first 
log Cup Winners’ Cup match at 
home to Barcelona, but then 
they went to the formidable 
Nou Camp and forced a 1 -1 
draw. 

Everyone envies their 
21-year-old striker Youran, 
who only a few years ago, after 
a shocking ir\iury, seemed to 
have ended his career. As for 
Spartak Moscow, their team of 
largely unknown youngsters 
humiliated Real Madrid at the 
Bernabeu Stadium, where not 
so long ago Real were virtually 
unbeatable. Note the lively 
Radchenko, scorer of two 
goals. 

Nobod.v, perhaps including 
himself, knows how old Pele is. 

Not the great Brazilian star, 
scorer of three goals at 17 in a 
World Cup Final, but the 
Ghanaian international 
attacker who this season has 
kept his place in Marseille's 
European Cup team while such 
stars as Eric Cantona, Philippe 
Vercruysse and the brilliant 
Yogosla”, Stojkovic, have 
struggled to keep theirs. 

Pele, real name Abedi Ayew, 
obviously took his nickname 
from the great man and he 
actually got permission from 
the President of Ghana to use 
it. A Ghanaian international at 
17 a regular Anderlecht player 
at 16—Pele came up the hard 
way in France 
Playing for a spell in Qatar, 
he then went to France to play 
down in the Third division for 


ew 


Horizon 


Niort. After that, Mulhouse 
picked him up to play in the 
Second. Prom there, for a 
bargain ESO.OOO, IVferseille 
acquired him in 1987. Their 
President, Bernard Tapie, liked 
the idea of an exotic coloured 
player in his race-conscious 
city. 

But Pele didn’t settle at first. 
He complained that he could 
not get on with the star 
centre-forward, Jean-Pierre 
Papin—with whom he now 
seems to have forged an 
excellent relationship. 

And he didn’t like being made 
to play in a left-sided position. 
He favours the right: and likes 
to wander. So, he was lent to 
Lille for a couple of seasons, 
scoring so many goals that 
Mar-seille brought him back 
again—with a success that he 
could scarcely have hoped for. 

Bayern Munich, now 
following a policy of buying 
young players and developing 
them themselves, have 
rejuvenated their team this 
season. It now plays much 
more open and adventurous 
football and several of the 
younger players have been 
greatly impressive. 

Manfred Bender, the 
24-year-old right winger 
turned tireless midfielder, 
impressed everyone by the 
superb goal he scored in the 
second half of the European 
Cup quarter final tie away to 
Porto. 

He raced more than half the 
lengfth of the field, beating man 
after man, before sliding the 
ball neatly into the bottom far 
corner of the goal with his left 
foot. 

The 22-year-old blond Stefan 
Effenberg, v,'ho joined from 
BorussiaMunchengladbach, 
has also been most impressive 
with his powerful all round 


play tn midfield. 

Jupp Hesmofces, the manager 
of Bayern, saye he has now 
reconciled himself to the fact 
that they cannot, in the face of 
Italian offers, keep their 
players. 

After Andreas Brohme and 
Lothar Matthaeus, now Stefan 
Reuter, a magnificent all 
rounder, is off to Italy to join 
Juventus. So Bayeim make do 
with home grown talent; or, at 
least, young talent purchased 
at home. It seems to be 
working. Watch l9-year-old 
striker Christian Ziege, too. He 
also scored against Porto. 

The Poles have a new star 
whom we may soon be seeing in 
the international teaun he is the 
10-year-old striker Kowalczyk, 
whose two goals shocked 
Sampdoria in Genoa and 
eventually served to put them 
out of the Cup Winners’ Cup 
which they held. 

Over-confidence may have 
had sometliing to do with their 
downfall; but so did the 
brilliant young Kowalczyk, 
described in the Italian press as 
“a devil disguised as an 
attacker”. 

Only months ago, before 
Legia Warsaw signed him, 
Kowalczyk was playing Third 
Division football. A shy, modest 
young man, he wanted to swap 
his jersey for a Sampdoria 
jersey at the end of the game, 
but his opponent Ivano Bonetti, 
would not oblige. 

Kowalczyk says it is too early 
to think about playing in Italy, 
he has an engineering course 
to complete at university. But 
the forward who joined Legia 
from Polens Warsaw could be 
another Boniek in due course. 

England and Ireland beware! 

Brian Clanville 






for Milan. 

He was suspended after 
elbowing a Belgian opponent in 
the face in the previous round He 
was also excluded, most 
controversially, from a Milan 
team which in fact has no oilier, 
adequate, centre-forward to 
replace him 

The trouble has been that 
Arrigo Sacchi, the lively, efficient 
and domineering manager of 
Milan, wants him to play one way. 
Van Basten prefers to play 
another. 

Under Sacchi, Milan have used 
zonal defence and "pressing” 
tactics, moving up very quickly to 


the halfway line to constrict the 
space of the opposing team 

Van Basten’s role initially wa.s 
to play and -stay up front with a 
"shoulder" beside him -often in 
the f: irmida ble shape of his Dutcli 
international colleague, i luud 
Gullit But for much of tins 
season. Gullit, with relict', has 
dropped back into midfield—after 
missing virtually the whole of last 
season aft,er knnr •. >pcrations. 

V.an Basten hates being left up 
front as a solitary target, obliged 
to risk kicking and otliei- kinds of 
abuse from the defenders able to 
crowd round him. 

He .has emphatically stated that. 


Van Basten hates 
being left un front 
as a solitary 
target, obligeilto 
risk kicking and 
other kinds of 
abuse from the 
defenders able to 
crowd round 
him... 


! he prefers to drop off the front i 
I line, move back and away from the j 
j defenders, and play his part m the I 
! creative build-up i 

I Sac'chi will not hear of it and a | 

I very disgruntled and unsettled ; 
j Van Hasten has teen the j 

j result -even to the extent that old i 
I rumours have re surfaced to the I 
! effect that 1 If'might go back to i 
I rejoin his hero and former ! 

I managfir at Ajax Amsterdam. I 

I doluiri Ch'iiyt'f. in Barcelona. | 

I The situation has teen | 

I especially hard for Van Basten to ! 

I take because he and his loading 1 
DuU'li colleagues such as Frank 
Hijkaarii and Gullit liim.self are 
used to having then own way in 
Holland much of the' time 
Ttujy got I'ld of'J’hijs Libregts a 
largely unpopular inanag'er, 
befoi'o he could take 1 hem to the 
World Cup Finals 
True, Kinus Michels, back yet 
again in the driver's seat, tends to i 
be a rather diiferent matter. 

Shortly before the 1988 
European Championship finals, in 
which Van Basten w^is destined to i 
play a superbly decisive role, 
Michels actually loft him out of a 
friendly international, tlie sti iker 
has only j ust come back from 
injury 

A furious Van Basten 
threatened to pack his bags, but 
fortunately for Holland was 
prevailed upon to ata.y • 


SI 






KARATE 


THE POWER OF THE EMPTY HAND 







C ONTINUING with 
the kata, you are 
ready to go into 
zenku tsu — dachi. 
Perform the 
zenkutsu—dachi with 
your left foot in front 
with the right hand, 
enclosed in a fist, sweep 
the opponent’s leg in a 
clockwise direction. If 
your opponent has 
stepped back, kick with 
your back leg (i.e.. the 
right leg) jodanmai glri 
(front kick to the face). 
After completing the 
move bring your right 
leg back into 
zenkutsu—dachi and 
execute a chudaii gyaku 
tsuki (the reverse middle 
punch). 

By Shivail Gwiguly 
Kyokuahinkallun Karate 

PHOTOQHAPHS ftAMANSHALLA 


People Inteiested in karate 
can get in touch with 


Frontal view of the 
jodanmai girl 




Kyokushinkaikan Karate. 
Harish Park, Bhowanipore 
on Sunday mornings and at 
Safari Park, Rabindra 
Sarobar on Saturday and 
Sunday attsmoons. 
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Right leg in jodanmai gir 
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MAILBAG! 


Heartening 


G reat news at last for India in 
the international arena. 
Viswanathan Anand has proved 
once again that the day is not far 
off when he can plaj' and 
challenge Gary Kasparov for the 
world title At Linares, he fired on 
all cylinders to beat Anatoly 
Karpov and forcing Gary 
Kasparov to a tough draw. He will 
certainly give Kasparov a run for 
his money in the days to come, 
possibly in a world title 
championship. 

Theindian Chess Federation 
should help him bring glory to the 
country. Now Indians can go and 
tell the world ‘We’ve got a 
Viswanathan Anand’. Good luck 
Anand. You make us proud. 

S. SURESH, 

Madurai. 

Infonnation Please ■ 

T hough the world Cup Cricket 
is still a good 11 months away, 
we the readers of Sportaworld 
would certainly like to have the 
opinions on the respective teams 
by the major cricketers, especially 
the captains of the teams. This 
will help us readers to keep 
abreast with the actual 
happenings in the field of cricket. 
We would certainly be grateful if 
this wish of ours was granted. 
DEBASIS GOSWAMl. 

West Bengal. 


A Winner 

A n other winner from 

Sjx)rtsworld. and thanks a lot 
for it. ’The cover story on Kapil 
Dev (27 Mar —2 April) was simply 
fabulous. The choice itself was 
unbeatable and the presentation 
was as sunny and bright as the 
smile of the 'Hero' himself. 
Somehow the poster of Monica 
Seles did not go with the spirit of 
the issue. It would have b^n 
superb if the picture of Kapil Dev 
caressing the bat was the poster. 
KANJSHKA DUTTA, 

Calcutta 

iW 



Tbanks! 

T hanks for the great article on 
Bjorn Borg, (20-26 March ’91). 
But it is really hard to believe that 
he would still be playing writh his 
wooden raccjuet. If he does 
manage to win then it will surely 
rate as one of the best comeback 
stories ever. 

Here's wishing him all the best. 
Sportsworld rates as the best 
sports magazine in the country. 
Keep up the good job. 

SUJAN A PATEL. 

Chikhodra. 


Revealing! 

T he article on Kapil Dev by 
Robin Chatterjee was 
revealing. Most of us did not know 
about the business acumen of his. 
We always nurtured a 


‘boy-next'door’ image about him. 
Of course all these revelations 
have served to increase his respect 
in our midst. It is amazing as to 
how he channeled his fame to 
emerge as a very successful 
businessman. 

Kapil keep up the good work, 
and continue to lend a helping 
hand to the other needy 
sportsmen. 

RAHUL MISRA. 

Jamshedpur. 

End The Bias _ 

T his has reference to the 

interview with W.V. Raman (27 
March—2 April). Raman is surely 
one of the best left handed 
batsman in the coxmtry at present. 
He is surely good enough to get a 
place in the one-day and the Test 
sqiiad for the country. Whenever 
he was included in the team he has 
proved his worth. Probably one of 
the only reasons for his being 
omitted from the team is the 
regional bias. Maybe being from 
the south of the country, he could 
be omitted and no questions are 
raised regarding this. 

One hopes that he will be chosen 
for the World Cup tour as an 
opening partner for Ravi Shastri. 
C.R. NAGENDRA, 

Bangalore. 

Pleasing! 

I T is often said that V. Anand’s 
performance at Linares was lack 
lustre. What is pleasing is that 
Anand has hit the top ten. Though 
the final outcome is yet to be seen, 
Anand’s case is very promising. In 
the elite group of the top players 
everyone has the capability to 
defeat everyone, and that is 
perhaps what modern sports is all 
about. Among the six draws with 
Ivanchuk, Anand’s score reads 3-1 
in his favour, and not to forget the 
memorable match that he played 
against Karpov. Surely that 
cannot be dismissed as a fltike. V. 
Anand is all set to take the world 
by storm. Let us hope that his 
genius proves us right. 

RAJWMISHRA, 

Sambalpur. 








ALL IH THE GAME 


True Confessions 


Of a jaded tennis player 


w 


A fter years of being sick of tennis 
umpires, crowds and just about 
everything else that go to make up the 
world tennis circuit, John McEnroe finally 
admitted that he was (here it comes!) sick of 
himself. He has admitted that his own bad 
behaviour could make him quit-unless the 
game authorities did it before. 



Mac's straightforward admission came after 
he was one wanning short of being defaiilted 
from the Hong Kong Open. He was thrashed 
anyway by unseeded Todd Witsken., , 

"I am disappointed with myself in of 

ways. If I continue to react like this; i feel my 
days are numbered,” the 32»year>old Brat 
continued. 

Is Mac going soft? Or is it jiist old age and 
pressure. “If I keep up like this, I will not have 
to think of stoppi^. I will probably get. 
thrown out ftrrt." 

It is sensible to gra£»fully call it a day rather 
than put the organiseiiB through such alot of 
trouble. But tot McEnroe, realisationways 
oomeslats.' 


A Snort A Day 


Keeps fame away 

T his may sound a bit too hack, but if jrou 
guys think that it was only Maradona who 
snorted coke, think again. We have 
another great sportsman, that great 
institution in the welterweight division of 
world boxing who did the same: Sugar Ray 
Leonard. 

In some ways, he was even worse than Diego 
Armando. He was an adulterer and a wife 
beater.. .as he admitted during a court 
examination. Excerpts... 

Q: Did you ever strike your wife at any time 
during the marriage with any part of your 
body: I don't mean your fists necessarily: a 
shove or a grab or pushing: 

A; Yes. 

Q; Did you ever hit her on the head, strike 
her where the ring on your finger caused a 
cut? 

A: Yes. 

Q; Did you ever strike her after you had been 
drinking? 

A: Yes. those were the only times. 

Q: Would you admit you came home 
sometimes after you had done some drugs? 

A: Yes. 

Hey Sugar, what we wanna know is whether 
you were ‘high' when you faced Terry Norris? 
We suppose not, you just got thoroughly 
beaten up. that’s all. 


Statutory Army Rules 


Pack ttiat fat! 

H ERE’S news for all you obese, 

ovemourished fat slobs: keep eating! 
Being fat does have its advantages. The 
men in Taiwan provide a case in point. The 
males are going on binges in order to try and 
squeeze through a loophole which helps them 
avoid compulsory military service 
Although two years'military service in 
Taiwan is mandatory, recruits are rejected if 
they cure too fit to fit into their uniforms. 
Thsrefbrs, in an attempt to beat the overweight 
draftees Taiwan is going to raise the weight 
limit of a prospecstive soldier in order to bring 
more young men into service. There's another 
way though, maybe the army authorities 
should subs^be to our weekly health and 
fitness columns. Money back in case of no 
results. 


















CALCU'H'A 


State BaibBintm 


S EPTUAGENARIAN Manoj 
Guha saw his record being 
equalled by 25-year-old Indrajit 
Mukherjee and the women's final 
saw a new winner in four years as 
the 55th State Senior Badminton 
Championships ended at the 
Khudiram Anusilan Kendra. 

Indrajit, a former junior 
national champion and once 
regarded highly by international 
ace Prakash Padukone, 
relentlessly rolled to his sixth 
senior title on the trot (and 
seventh overall) to touch Guha’s 
feat, set in the Fifties when 
competition was definitely 
tougher. 

Two players made their maiden 
entry into the title round of the 
State championships this time. 
While Sanjoy Roy tamed Soumen 
Bhattacharya 18-16, 15-7 in the 
semi-finals, 18-year-old Mousumi 
Nandy created the biggest flutter 
of the championships getting rid 


of top-seed and defending 
champion Krishna Das 11-5, 8-11 
and 11-8 in the semi-finals. 

But Mousumi did not fare as 
well in the women’s final. 
Twenty-four-year-old Keya 
Barman, who had last won the 
State crown in the Durgapur meet 
in 1986, used all her experience to 
postpone Mousumi’s first major 
victory. Keya won a rapid 
women’s final 12-10, 11-8. 

Sanjoy Roy, on the other hand, 
played well in the men's final, but 
it was Indrajit’s overall experience 
which saw him through. Roy 
banked too much on power play 
and Indrajit preserved his 
energies with crafty net play for 
the kills in the final stages of the 
match. 

Indrajit triumphed 15-7 and 
15-11 and it took all of 45 minutes 
for Indrajit to clinch the men’s 
crown for a record sixth time. 
Guha, at his best, had won four 
successive senior titles. 


Winners at the State Badminton 
championships: (from left): 
Ranjn Mukherfee, Indrajit 
Mukherjee, Keya Barman, Sona 
Bhattacharya, Ashok ^n 


Indnijit capped his individual 
success by winning the men's 
doubles also teaming up with 
elder brother Ranajit. But victory 
did not come easily as Hrishikesh 
Kundu. the stocky left-hander 
with a penchant for sizzling 
smashes, and Bablu Barua put up 
a splendid show. The two brothers 
won the first game 15-3. But in 
the decider, the Barua and Kundu 
duo just fell apart as Indrajit 
played the lead role in bringing up 
victory without much problem. 
The third game was won 15-4. 

It was the veterans’ men’s 
singles which in fact, produced 
some good badminton. But 
three-times State champion 
Baidyanath Nath was hampered 
by a calf muscle injury midway 
through the first game and 
conceded the title to Bimal Poddar 
early in the second game. 

Tlie State championships got off 
to an inauspicious start this year 
with the opening day’s 
proceedings being unnecessarily 
blocked by more than 60 players 
demanding the release of former 
State champion Aritra Nandy 
from police custody. Nandy, who 



lUMAJUMOAl 











was hauled up by the police for 
assaulting his wife, was released 
and the^tate meet finally got off 
to a start 24 hours behind 
schedule. 



H ot on the heels of the Beighton 
Cup Hockey Championship, 
came the All-India Central 
Revenues Championship which 
had almost all the Beighton 
outstation teams. 

But some of the best teams in 
the coimtry, including Beighton 
champions Army Service Corps 
(ASC) and EME (both from 
Jalandhar) failed to produce stuff 
better than the damp squib which 
Calcuttans generally get to see. 

Army teams generally do not 
play dazzling hockey and it is 
their better stamina which finally 
helps them to prevail over rivals in 
the hit and run style of game that 
they indulge in. 

Unlike the Beighton Cup, two 
city sides—Mohun Bagan and 
hosts Calcutta Customs gained the 
round of the last four. While 
Customs send local fans into joy 
by ousting ASC in the penalty 
shootout, Mohun Bagan were 
trounced three goals to nothing 
by EME, 

Customs really played beyond 
themselves against ASC. Their 
centre-forward Ram Pal Singh 
was in excellent form as was 
Manjinder Singh. The wiry 
Maiijinder put Customs ahead in 
the 10th minute of the match, but 
Sukraind. led the ASC fightback. 
He set up Kishan Pal Singh, who 
found the equaliser in the 23rd 
minute. 

Manoj Gupta’s sizzling drive off 
a penalty corner gave Customs the 
lead once again after the breather, 
but Kishan Pal struck again late 
in the match. The extra-time was a 
stalemate and the issue was- 
decided in the shootout. The final 
scoreline read 7-4 in Calcutta 
Customs’ favoixr. 

EME had it easy against Mohun 
Bagan in the other semi-nnal. 
They broke little sweat as Ramesh 



Shinde, Raja Kachyap and Saban 
Horo scored to shut out the city 
giants 

EME finally did not go empty 
handed from the city. ASC had 
denied them a straight third win 
in the Beighton final and Customs 
had almost done the same in the 
Rw^ues meet. But EME came 
OUT Wife odd goal in three winners. 
SoumHnBose 


EME captain Michael KIndo 
(right) receives the Central 
Revenues Trophy from the 
Principal Collector of Customs, 
S.C. Bhujangaswamy 


TRIVANDRUM 





K. Sankar was the winner of the 
men's title at die AlhKerala 
tennis tournament 


AU-iteralaTBiiiite 


T OP seeded K. Sankar of Kerada 
State Electricity Board retained 
the men's title in the 37th edition 
of the prestigious K.N. Menon 
Memorial All Kerala tennis 
tournament. 

The inteUigent placements and 
touch game helped Sankar to 
defeat A. Ajayakumar, 6-4,6-3 in 
the men’s final encounter. The 
Sankar-Vyayakumar duo in a stiff 
battle claimed the doubles title 
overcoming A. Ajayakumar and 
Anil Mathew, 7-6, 1-6, 6-2. 

Holder Arathi Sasidharan had 
no difficulty in brushing aside 
Vidya Mathew 6-0, 6-4 ip the 
ladies final. 

Hemanth Santhosh won the 
boys (U-16) title outplaying G. 
Sivan 6-1, 6-3 while Hemanth 
went down to Binu Moni 4-6,1-6 
in Boys (U-18) final. 

Gopinath, Vice-President, 
Trivandrum Tennis Club 
distributed the prizes. 

Sajesv Kumar T.K. 














J’RIVANDRUM 


state Hodtey 


I N a lacklustre final, five time 
champions, Kannur district 
overcame Trissur (3-2) via the 
tie-breaker to retain the crown in 
the 37th State Hockey 
Championship held at the Medical 
Collej^e ground 

Kannur who were the better 
side muffed several chances at the 
goal In the 25th min, Kannur’s 
Anil Kumar collecting a pass from 
the skipper Elvis Rolls rushed 
into the ‘d’, dodged the oncoming 
goalkeeper and hit a stinging 
shot, but the ball hit the right post 
and went out. Poor anticipation 
and finishing prevented Kannur 
from taking the lead 
In the second session Kannui-'s 
Elvis Roils. Mohan Peters and 
Anil Kumar combined well and 
forced 6 penalty cornei s. but all of 
them went abegging- The 

The Kannur district team were 
the winners of the State Hockey 
championships 


scoreboard remained blank at the 
end of the regulation and extra 
time. 

Earlier in the semis, Trissur 
beat last year’s runner-up 
Trivandrum 4-3 (Tie-breaker) 
while Kannur defeated 
Ernakulam by a solitary goal. 

Only 8 teams participated in the 
championship which reflected the 
sad state of hockey in Kerala. 
Sajeev Kumar T. K. 


TRICHUR 


Gold Gtqi Tennis 


K *G HAMESH. dashed the 
hopes of veteran S 
Narendranath in the final of the 
8th All India Invitation Prize 
Money Tennis tournament for the 
Kinaltingal Gold Cup held at 
I’nchur and thus retained his 
crov.ui. 

The final played in sultry 
conditions never l ose to dizzy 
heights. Narendranath was 
unable to hold his own against the 
terror unleashed by Haniesh s 
powerful forehand shots Ramesh 



K. G. Ramesh: the men’s singles 
winner of the Gold Cup tennis 
tournament 


won the match and title with the 
score of 5-2: 6 3 

Ramesh. carved out a 6-4, 

6 2. victory over the fourth 
.seeded Balaidiander in the 
stain - final. Ranie.sh. wlto faced 



M BALAN 














an initial resistant^ from 
Balaohandor soon shiftc-d gears, 
displayed his full rept'rtnire and 
settled the issue. 

In till' ot her seini final 
Nareiidi'anath displayed 
exemplary e:iterpri.se tci overeume 
the threat pnsed hy third seed P 
Mariojkumar, who took llie fu st, 
set 6--1 but Naivndi'atialh who 
had survived so many odds like 
that earne into the match, playing- 
some delig’hitul forehand angled 
shots Nath took the next two sets 
with identical sooi-es ol'f 6- <1; 

H 2 

In the doubles finals J^amesti in 
the company of Naiendi-analh 
beat Balachaiider and P. 
Manojkumar. 6- 2,6 d. 

C.K. John 


SURAT 


BenMIt Hatch 


il LTHOUGH he played some 
awxplosive strokes, Ravi Shastri 
railed to stop the occasional 
“Shastri hai hai” chants. This was 
the only sad side of an otherwise 
highly enjoyable one-day charity 
match for Maharaja Fatehsinhrao 
Gaekwad Sports Foundation. 

There was entertainment galore 
for the paying public at Udhna, 
Surat. The star Indian cricketers 


were in a pretty jovial mood. They 
did not disappoint anyone. They 
obliged the thrill-loving 
aficionados as well as the 
autograph-hunters. So much so 
that Shajstri lost his cap in one 
such kind move. It was restored to 
him only after some coercion by a 
policeman and the repeated 
requests by Shastri himself. 

Batting first, Himson XI made 
245 for 7 in 40 overs. 

Pyrotechnics by Kapil Dev, 
Krishnamachari Srikkanth and 
Syed Kirmani regaled the 
spectators with a lot of 
excitement. They were in such a 
punishing mood that they were 
hitting sixers on demands 
Venkatpathi Raju was given a 
very scurvy treatment by the trio. 

Kapil was the top-scorer with a 
whirlwind 60 off only 39 
deliveries. Srikkanth scored 59 
while Kirmani hit 52 Dilip 
Vengsarkar. too, played a lovely 
knock of 28 Karsali Ghavri 
finished with the figures of 3 for 
43 

Chasing a tough target of 246 in 
40 overs to win. Baroda Rayon XI 
was given a sound start by Shastri 
and the legendary Sunil 
Gavaskar. The pair put on 93 
befoi e falling in succession 
Gavaskar’s was a shoi't but sweet 
innings. It was studded with some 
delightful square cuts and 
square-drives 

If the pre-lunch session 
belonged to Kapil, Srikkanth and 
Kirmani, the post-lunch session 
was dominated by Sachin 
Tendulkar and Mohammad 
Azharuddin. Playing at his 
brilliant best, the teen-aged 
batting phenomenon hit 3 sixes 
and 11 boundaries in his majestic 
innings of 80 not out. 

Baroda Rayon XI won the tie by 
eight wickets in only 37 l overs. 
HarMhPandya 


NKW DELHI 


tate^ItatversUy 

Bmcbig 


M AIIARISHI Dayanand 
University (MDU), Rohtak, 


dominated the All-India 
Inter-University Boxing 
Championships which concluded 
recently at the Indira Gandhi 
Stadium. About 143 boxers from 
23 universities were in the fray. 

MDU regained the crown, by 
coUecting 14 points. They won 
four golds and one silver medal. 
Vishnu Bhagwan (fly-weight), 
Joginder Singh (bantam-weight), 
Satish Sharma (light-weight), 
Joginder Singh (heavy-weight) 
won golds while Anil Kumar 
(light fly-weight) bagged the 
silver medal. 

Osmania, took the runners-up 
position with 10 points. Osmania 
bagged one gold, three silvers and 
one bronze OnkarYadav 
(light-heavy weight) won the gold, 
Gautam Mohan (fly-weight), 
Satish Shetty (bantam-weight) H, 
Haron (Middle weight) collected 
silvers whiles Srmivas (light-fly) 
got the bronze medal. I^ast year’s 
runners-up Kurukshetra finished 
third with 9-points. Dharmender 
Singh (welter weight), Mambir 
Singh (light-heav>’ weight) and 
Joginder Singh (heavy weight) 
won silvers while Rajeshwar 
Singh ifeather-weight). Randhir 
Singh (light weight) and D. Singh 
bagged the bronze medals. 

Host and last year’s champions 
Delhi University finished fourth 
with two golds and two bronzes. 

The most promising boxer, 
Jagdeep Hooda of Haryana 
Agricultural University (Hissar) 
won the light-middle weight title, 
for the fourth year in succession. 
Suresh Kumar Lau 


GUWAHATI 


School Football 


D IBRUGARH won the fourth 
Indu Hazarika Memorial 
Inter-District school football 
tournament when they defeated 
Kamrup in the final, 10-9, via the 
tie-breaker. Iii the scheduled time, 
both the teams fought doggedly to 
score one each. 

Earlier in the semi-finals, 
Dibrugarh beat Kokrajhar, while 
Kamrup defeated Naogaon. 

Banoy San 









Ayrton Senna and his red-and-white 
McLaren Honda don’t stop for anybody 
in the circuit. Ferrari, Wiiiiams and 
Benetton are trying every trick... 
but just can’t seem to catch up 



1 


T hings are happening on 
the Formula One circuit. For 
one, archrivals Ayrton 
Senna and Alain Frost have 
finally agreed on something! 

After risking life and limb trying 
to put in their fastest qualifying 
laps on the rain-soaked Interlagos 
circuit, Brazil, both drivers 
admitted that "it was a lottery out 
there”. 

Not that it slowed Senna down 
any. Timing his run on the second 
set of qualifiers perfectly, he made 
sure of his 54th pole position 
ahead of the young charger Jean 
Alesi, Gerhard Berger and Nigel 
Mansell. The more circumspect 
Frost preferring not to tempt 
fate—and the aquaplaning 
surface—with a sedate fifth spot 
inthegp-id. 

Dry weather on race day only 
made Senna more determined to 





win his home Grand Frix. Held 
just outside liis home town Sao 
Faulo, this has always been the 
one victory the Brazilian has 
coveted And there was no 
denying him this year as he first 


finished the race 
with nothins ieft at 
aii. Physically I was 
exhausted, but GcmI 
gave me this race 
and lam very 
happy’’...Ayrton 
^nna, after his 
much-awidtod 
Brazilian Grand Pilx 


fought off Nigel Mansell’s 
challenge and then barely staved 
off Riccardo Fatrese’s in his 
crippled McLaren Honda. 

^nna had Just six gears to 
complete his last eight laps, and 
the sheer physical effort of 
getting the highly strung 
machine to the chequered flag 
ahead of Patrese’s Williams 
Renault was underlined when he 
had to be helpied out of his car 
after the finisn. 

“I finished the race with 
nothing left at all. Physically I 
was exhausted,” the 
championship leader said after he 
recovei-ed, and immediately 
acknowledged his religious beliefs 
by adding "But God gave me this 
race and I am very happy". 

Senna later admitted that 
nursing the fast-fading McLaren 
through the last few laps, with 
Patrese’s Williams growing ever 
larger in his rearview mirrors, 
had been the toughest part of the 
race. "I had pains in my 
shoulders, my neck and my 
arms,” he said, while explaining 
the near-impossible feat of 
piloting a hyper sensitive 
Formula One machine with just a 
solitary forward gear. As anyone 
who has driven a geared 
vehicle—even at miindane city 
speeds—will know, just finishing 
a race with only sixth gear is 
achievement enough. Winning it 
is what niakes you Ayrton Senna. 

Another person singing the 
gearbox blues is Nigel Mansell. 
Plagued with the malady during 
his stint with Ferrari, the 
Englishman seems to have 
brought along more than just the 
semi-automatic gearbox concept 
to Williams. The basic idea is still 
the same—a push button gear 
selector on the steering 





















The rest of the teams may be 
gearing up for the chase, but 

McLaren Honda are still in front 

wheel—but Renault seem to be 
hitting the same potholes as their 
Italian rivals Ferrari. What’s the 
use of giving the driver both 
hands on the steering wheel if the 
car isn’t roadworthy enough to 
run with the best? That’s the 
question both Ferrari and Renault 
will have to solve now. 

In the meantime. Mansell 
continues to get within 
exhaust-sniffing distance of 
Senna’s McLa,ren. .only to have 
his car let him down. This time 
too, at Sao Paulo. Mansell perched 
himself tenaciously on the 
Brazilian’s tailpipe—-at one time 
less than a second separating the 
two—till a horrendous 15-second 
pitstop by the Williams team saw 
him lose touch with Senna whose 
McLaren pitcrew held him up for 
just 6.9 seconds. Then, as it is 
wont to do, the gearbox failed to 
keep pace with the charging 
Mansell, who messed up a gear 
selection, and pitchforked the 
Wilhams Renault into a violent 
spin on the 60th lap. 

While Mansell, with typical 
English stoicism, dismissed it 
saying "it was very 
disappointing", his team is 
pulling out all the stops to get 
their new semi-automatic gearbox 
muscled up. 

And the man doing all the 
donkeywork for them on the test 
track is Damon Hill. If genetics 
hasn’t already earmarked this 
young man for stardom on the 
race track—^his father, the late 
Graham Hill, was the Formula 
One world champion in ’62 and 
’68—then the sheer hard work he 
put in at the Silverstone circuit 
recently should. Putting the 
errant gearbox through the 
wringer, the Williams test driver 
had this message for his team as 



they packed up in Brazil: “We’ve J 
made progress in testing— the / 

team wiU get it right for Imola (28 
April).” ] 

Ferrari too haven’t lived up to 1 

the promises they made at the J 

start of the season. After intense 
pre-season testing, as well as the 
infusion of some youthful zeal in 
the form of the meteoric 
Frenchman Jean Alesi, much was 
expected from the Prancing 
Horse. But apart from Frost’s 
tame second place finish to Senna, 
in the inaugural Grand Prix at 
Phoenix, they have failed to 
deliver. Even Alesi’s first finish in 
the points—sixth, at 


As anyone who has 
driven a geared 
vehicle—even at 
. mundane city 
speeds—will know, , 
^st finishing a race i 
with only sixth gear 
is achievement 
enough. Winning it 
is wim nmkes you 
Ayrton Senna 

































COlORSPORI 


Nigel Mansell is not only sniffing exhaust fumes, but also having gearbox problems 


for now "wo will for maximum 
performaiu;e to pick up as many 
points as we can. but it all comes 
down to power in the end so we are 
looking" to get as much power as 


we can from our eight-cylinder 
engines to match McLaren's V12 
Honda” says Barnard. 

While their opposition tries 
every trick m the book to catch up. 


SENNA’S TRACK RECORD 

e Has won 54 pole positions from his 112 starts so far. Tlia;t’s a 
fantastic percentage considering the second-placed man Nel¬ 
son Piquet has Just 24 poles from ISO starts and Frost 80 poles 
from 171 starts. 

• Haus driven 2,250 laps (10,385 km) In the lead of a Formula 
One race, to break Frost’s record of 2,237 laps (10,833 km) 
during the Brazilian Orand Friz. Three-tinie world ohampion 
Jackie Stewart had just 1,893 laps (9,077 km) to his credit 
while the much-celebrated Niki Lauda managed onljr 1,680 
laps (7,188 km) In the lead. 

• Has 28 Orand Friz wins under his belt, second only to Frost 
with 44, Jackie Stewart won 87 and Niki La uda 85. 


McLaren themselves are not 
sitting pretty on their laurels. As 
their top driver Ayrton Senna 
himself warns “the standard is 
very high this year and the 
competition is getting tougher 
and tougher. Our car has had very 
little testing since it was built just 
before Phoenix and we’re going to 
have to work htu-d to stay ahead 
for the rest of the season. ” 

Saying somewhat the same 
thing, in a slightly different tone 
though, is the McLaren team 
manager Ron Dennis. "Mctiaren 
exists to win in Formula one,” he 
says, adding “We’re here to win, 

I not to come second. When we finish 
' second that is failure. ” 

Tough talk. But then, he's a 
tough man in charge of a tough 
team. Better fasten those 
seatbelts, ladies and grcntlemen. 
The race isn’t over yet. 

PradacpPsul 





>anna (jnsct) and h»s 
'^cLafer, Honda were 
< unstoppable at the BraarlMan 
jranct Prix 




**McLaren exists 
to win in ForiiiMla 
One^ We’re tiere 
to ^n, not to 
come secend. 
When we f inish 
second diet Is 
fallure”...Ron 


Dennis, team 
manager 













ANALYSIS 


MRF PACE FOUNDATION 


jt J-) 


^ ^ bowling is bloody hard work,” 

V w la Isaid Dennis Lillee at the 

II inauguration of the MRF Pace 
I ■ Foundation three years ago, “and a 
lot of people are scared of hard 
■H work. ” And there are speculations 
that perhaps his own wards at the foundation are 
among those who are scared of hard work. For 
after three years of existence, the Fovmdation’s 
progress rejxjrt would read below average or 
average. 

When the prestigious project was started, there 
were more cjmics than believers because fast 
bowling has virtually no tradition in India. And 
secondly, people generally refused to believe that 
any system could produce fast bowlers. Now, 
three years later, it seems that the cynics were 
right. 

The Foundation can boast of few achievements 
Vivek Razdan playing with moderate success for 
the country even if he was initially a surprise 
choice for the tour of Pakistan in 1980-90. A 
couple of others have been regarded as having the 
potential to play for the country already. All the 
trainees who were nobodies when they joined the 
scheme have played for their respective States 
and three or four of them have represented the 


















zonal Bides. But the point is; is this enough? 

The answer has to be an emphatic *no’. For one 
thing, just consider the “brains trust" behind the 
Foundation's plans, Dennis Lillee. Former Indian 
captain, S. Venkataraghavan is technical 
director, former Indian fast bowler T. A. Sekhar is 
the chief coach. And assisting the scheme in 
various ways are: former Indian sprinter 
Gnanasekharan in charge of teaching the boys 
running and exercises; Ananth Joslu, a 
prominent doctor looking after the medical 
aspect of the boys; Vasu Paranjpe former Bombay 
batsman and well-known coach, in charge of 
scouting around for talent to be inducted into the 
programme. 

In addition, Lillee has called upon the services 
of Dariyl Foster, one of the leading physical 
conditioning experts in Australia and former 
Australian batsman John Inverarity who 
recently spoke to the lads on the mental 
toughness aspect. 

So it can be seen that the best men are in charge 
of the programme. And Lillee, everytime he 
comes to Madras—which is about twice a 
year—hails the prog^ress made by the boys. He 
says time and again that this is an unique 


r Wf boys are to blame. They 
are net breeareb tor the hard 
worti and sacrifices that one 
must make to become a good 
last bowler. They do not think 
big, they lack ambltlon....They 
enloy the best el eyerytblng, 
but they lack that something 
sgeclal that one has to base to 
reach the tog 


scheme, that the talent is better than in a similar 
programme in New Zealand, that there is nothing 
wrong with the concept, and that he expects 
great things fix}m the boys. 

One wishes, at least for the sake of Indian 
cricket, to share Lillee’s optimism. But at the 
moment, given the results so far, it is diMcult to 
see the Foundation achieving its goal. 

That said, it must immediately be admitted that 
there is nothing wrong with the basic concept of 
the programme. The boys as already pointed out, 
enjoy the best of training fit>m all aspects in the 
most congenial of surroundings. There axe three 
practice wickets at the Madras Christian College, 
High School grround in West Madras where the 









project IS based (incidentally the BAT Scheme is 
also based thei-e) There is a gym with the latest 
equipment. There is also a swimming pool 
A major step towards giving the boys 
international exposure was taken last yeai- with 
two of the lads. IDevang Kapadia and Sukhwinder 
Singh, being sent foi' a six month stint to Perth 
They played ‘A’ grade cricket which is just one 
rung below the Sheffield Shield level, practised 
with the Western Australian State squad and 
bowled to the England and Australian teams at 
the WACA ground when the two “Ashes" teams 
assembled at Perth foi‘ 
the Test mati-h 

So It can be seen that 
on the lai;e of it there is 
nothing wrong with 
the scheme. Why is it 
then the results 
have not been in keeji- 
ing with the sound 
cxmcept of the 
Foundation? 

There are answers, 
and one is that the 
boys are to blame. 


With Kapil Dev ana Manoj Prabhakar aheady in 
the Indian team there Is only one slot left for 
another medium pacer. Who will fill the slot"’ 

They are not prepared for the hard 
work and sacrifices that one must make to 
become a gixxl fast Ixiwler They do not think big, 
they lack ambition and are content to reach a 
certain level As Lillee himself put it succinctly at 
the Foundation's inauguration, "You can take the 
horse to the water, but you can’t force it to drink" 
It's the same with the Foundation lads. They 
enjoy the best of everything, but they lack that 

something extra, 
something special that 
one has to have to 
reach the top 
Lillee is happy with 
Vivek Razdan’s 
progress and has 
repeatedly pointed out 
to his pei'formances to 
augment the claim 
that the Foundation is 
on the right lines. 

But what exactly 
has he achieved? 


UtHEN the prestigious 
Wm project was started, there 
were more cimlcs than 
believers because fast bowling 
has virtually no iradlllon in 
India. Now, three years later, it 
seems that the cynics were 
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True he bowled very well at 
Sialkot in December 1989 to take fave wickets in 
an innings in only hxs second Test, And on the 
basis of this performance he should have played 
in at least one Test in New Zealand. But even 
here, when he got his chances in the first class 
games, he did not do well Still again, when he 
was brought back for the one-day games against 
Sri Lanka late last year he bowled badly and was 
hammered. A true MRF Pace Foundation product 
would have fought hard to regain his place, and 
having got it. would have fought tooth and nail to 
retain it Razdan may be a tall, strong lad 
physically, but then fast bowling is also about 
having a big heart. Alan Davidson, the former 
Australian fast bowler, says in his book Fifteen 
Paces that, “If one wants to become a fast bowler, 
he must have a big heart, ” 

One would justifiably expect the Pace 
Foundation lads to run through at least a local 
lesigue side, but except for the rare occasion, this 
has not happened. None of them have done 
anything outstanding for the State and Razdan 
in fact has been overshadowed by the other 
medium pacers in the Tamil Nadu side, Robin 
Singh and D. Vasu. When questioned about this 
Lillee, in defence of his wards, has repeatedly 
talked about the “dead Indian wickets”. But even 
on the most unhelpful of tracks one would think 
that the Pace Foundation lads, with the benefit of 
advanced training and better physical 
conditioning, should be able to perform well in 
local league cricket. Even this has not happened 

At a press conference in Madras in January 
during Lillee’s last visit to India there was an 
interesting topic for discussion—Sunil 
Gavaskar’s suggestion (in his syndicated 
column) to shift the Pace Foundation to a cooler 
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It is a question of the big heart. LIliee had It, the 
Pace Foundation lads seem to lack it 

climate like Bangalore 'rius. ho said, could help 
produce better resull-S Both Lillee ai.d Inverarity 
dismissed the idea as “having no substance". 
They were of the opinion that if tlie conditions 
were tougher, the bowlers would become better 
"If the bowlers can bowl in the Madras heat 
they can bowl anywhere,” is Lillee's contention 
Maybe, but then you again come to the question 
of the big heart, And that is what you must have 
to bowl in the heat or on dead wickets Lillee had 
it; the Pace Foundation lads seem to lack it. 








Inverarity in fiict duriiifj his visit counselled 
patience Sensing that we were eager to see; 
1‘esults, Inver^irity said "It takes time to make 
champions". Yes, we understand that and we 
Indians are generally a patient lot. But looking at 
the minimal progress made by the wards, one is 
doubtful whether the scheme will produce 
anything substantial. 

Inverarity’s optimism was one bett,cr than 
Lillee's, “I see three or four boys playing for India 


Razdan was one of the few MRF Pace 
Foundation success stories 


Ma,\ tie the t line Jias come to take Gavaskar's 
sugsv'^tinii seriously. 

'Die latest decision, to make the Pace 
Koundcituin go international, is also one that 
coLitd boomerang It was stated that the Indian 
boys, spurred by the competition from boys from 
othci coiiiitnes. would do even better What 
giMrnniee is there for this? On the other hand, if 
the oilier bovs perforin much better then the 
Indian lads could well lose lieai’t and slide 
gradually Yes. hei'e again we come to the 
question of the big heart. And no amount of 
advanced systematic training can give you that 









over the next four or five years.” It will be a 
miracle if this happens. 

Yet it must also admitted that the 
Foundation might have achieved at least some 
more results had it been encouraged properly. At 
least that is what T. A. Sekhar feels. According to 
him the Pace Foundation lads are not being 
encouraged by their respective State associations. 
Other boys are encouraged at the expense of the 
Pace Foundation lads who have better 
credentials. There are certain forces reportedly 
working against the Pace Foundatnon, petty 
jealousy being the reason. 

It may be recalled here that two years ago there 
was the extraordinary charge of “outside 
interference” made by Lillee. When LU/ee’cainc 
back to Madras he saw the boys had changed 
their approach On enquiry he learned the 
reason He then made a fervent appeal to 
everyone not to interfere with the methods 
taught to the boys at the Foundation so that they 
could progress along the right lines, It took some 
time for the boys to iron out the “adulterated" 
methods which they had learnt playing for their 
respective states and get back into the groove 
Admittedly even this may have hindered the 
Foundation s progress somewhat Apd even two 
years later, ttie jx'tty jealousies of somc<Joaches, 
officials and administrators seem to,be very much 
there 




It seems as if Gavaskar’s well meant advice is 
not appreciated by Lillee and Inverarity 

Sekhar also pointed out a couple of ca.s«;s in 
which the Pace Foundation lads have suffered 
“Vivek Kazdan has not been treated well He 
bowled so well in Pakistan, wa.s not played in a 
Test in New Zealand, was dropped altogether for 
the tour to England Then Subroto Banerjee was 
the first standby lor the Sharjah tn p last year 
after he did very well in tlie Wills Trophy But 
when a sub.slitutc was chosen it wa Ajay Jadeja 
who went. Frankly. Razdan should he 
perserveied with 

Sekhar admitted that it is difficult tor a 
medium pacer to get into ttie Indian team, “There 
are three medium pacers taken among the 14 or 
15. and Kapil licv and Manoj Prabhakar arc 
established in the side That means there is place 
for only one more and there are about five or six 
claimants”. He liowever was confident that in the 
next year or two, “One or two Pac-c t'ornidatiori 
lads will get into the Indian team" 

Touching on the temperament of tfie boys and 
their reluctance to woi k hard Sekhar said. “That 
IS why Inverarity was inducted into the 
programme I feel the Ixiys learnt a lot and 
hopefulIv results will he seen very soon” 

So where does tlie MRF Pace Foundation stand? 
Not on a. very sound foundation, frankly Overall 
It seems to be a jinxed project Despite the best 
brains-trust operating it. despite having the best 
facilities and equipment and despite there Ijeing 
nothing wrong with its basic concept, it has not 
been able to produce satisfactory results because 
of the attitude of the boys and because of “outside 
interference" When the project was launched not 
many believed that it would succeed. Now it 
seems that for it to produce fast bowlers, it will 
take more than a miracle • 
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TURF NEWS 


H HE Calcutta racing season 
^of 1090-91, which ended on 
’April 14,1991, will go down 
in the annals of the Royal 
Calcutta Turf Club as one of the 
most successful ever In the 
course of 42 race meetings spread 
over a span of five months local 
turfites experienced a change for 
I the better which in the years 
before had seemed merely a pipe 
dream. Innovative ideas. 

' computerised totalisators, a 
dramatic increase in the number 
of horses and an increase in the 
Stake money were some of the 
contributory factors which 
combined as a whole to help arrive 
at the desired objective. But what 
made the season all the more 
memorable was the performance 
of a grey gelding named Romantic 
Dancer. 

Calcutta has always been a city 
for Romantics, for the Brave and 
above all for Dancers. We have 
seen two of the greatest horses 
that ever graced the local turf, 
hail from Calcutta, I'm talking 
about Brave Dancer and Romantic 
Dancer, (in case you haven’t 
already guessed) and both these 
horses have done a great deal in 
putting Calcutta racing back into 
the right perspective. Brave held 
the record as the highest 
Stakemoney earner in the history 
of Indian racing. He was pushed 
to the very extreme of his 
incredible ability and endurance 
to achieve this record. He finally 
reached the pinnacle in March 
1990 With the Stake money going 
up even faster than the prevailing 
rate of inflation, it was apparent 
that Brave would not hold onto 
lliat record for very long. As it 
transpired it took a little under a 
year for his successor to hit the 
headlines. Romantic Dancer had 
i assumed command. 

I That Romantic Dancer had a 
j touch of class was apparent the 
first time he stepped onto a 
racetrack. Gelded even before he 
began his racing career to control 

70 




Romantic Dancer; Calcutta’s 
champion horse 


his slightly boisterous behaviour, 
Romantic Dancer ran four times 
in the course of his juvenile 
campaign and finished off with a 
50% strike rate, Nothing to write 
home about, you might say. but 
those who had seen him knew that 
Dancei- had the power and the 
grace to mature into a top class 
racehorse. 

It was his temperament that 
worried them Some described 
him as temperamental, but if you 
ask me it was just Romantic’s way 
of having a good time. He has a 
great deal of character this grey 
Loves to be part of what is going 
on When he enters the parade 
ring. foi‘ instance, his eau’S prick 
up and he looks all over the place 
checking out the crowd and 
probably the opposition. With 
maturity he has sobered down and 
now you can see the intelligence 
written all across his face. He is a 
horse who thinks and if you as a 
rider are not on his wavelength 
you are sure to find it difficult to 
get the better of him 
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W'hen Romantic Dancer 
returned to Calcutta after that 
brilliant sojourn down South 
when he won the Bangaloi’e Derby 
in the summer, Calcuttans could 
not wait to see their champion 
begin liis Classic campaign. He 
had to be exceptional because after 
all he had become the first 


Calcutta based horse to win the 
Bangalore Derby sint« 1974. Well, 
Dancer did not let them down. He 
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raced four times in Calcutta and 
ended up being unbeaten from all 
his four starts. What was even 
more relevant was the fact that by 
winning these four races he had 
surpassed Brave Dancer’s record 
as the highest money earner and 
so for the second time a Calcutta 

The Classic St. Leger; The epic 
duel between Romantic Dancer 
and Sandbagger. Dancer won 
the duei though 




based horse faiid a grey at that) 
was at the top of the table. 

Romantic began with a 
bloodless win in the Classic 
Calcutta 2000 Guineas. His 
trainer Haskell David had kept 
him less than 70 % fit for the race 
hut that made little difference. 
Romantic Dancer was never off 
the bridle to win as he liked, 
cruising away from the opposition 
without even working up a sweat. 
Prom herie it was on to the second 
leg of the Triple Crown and the 
most important one at tnat—The 
Classic Calcutta Derby Stak€;s, 
Here too it was a case of Dancer 
first, and the rest nowhere, 
although it must be said in all 
fairnoss that Sandbagger who ran 
second was by no means disgrimed 
and he too ran a great race beating 
the third hox-se in the end by a 
distance 

It was after this that Romantic 
Dancer took on open company for 
the first time in a newly instituted 
race called the Gold Riband Indian 
Champion Cup. A straight 
“Weight F’oi- Age" race with 
penalties. Romantic Dancer was 
slated to meet a truly high class 
field which included two previous 
Calcutta Derby winners and a 
horse named Ich Dien one of the 
highest handicapped horses in 
Indian racing. 

Run over a mile and a quarter. 
the Indian Champion Cup 
produced real vintage stuff with 
Romantic Dancer and loh Dien 
waging a ti-uly epic battle all the 
way down the straight before 
youth prevailed over age. Ich Dien 
was giving Romantic 4 Kg on the 
terms, but more than that he w'as 
conceding 3 years in age and that 
made Ich Dien's performance so 
much more creditable. Locked in 
immortal combat over the last two 


furlongs the pair fought it out 
stride for stride before Romantic 
Dancer finally got half a length in 
front as they flashed past the 
wire. The time clocked was a mind 
boggling 2min. 6.4aec. which was 
a new track record eclipsing a 
record that had stood since 1968 
to the credit of Prince Regent, 

That itself tells you the story 
about the Champion Cup and the 
two champions who made it a race 
to remember. 

Now it was time for the third li g 
of the Triple Crown—the most 
gruelling leg of them all, namely. 
The Classic St. Leger. The race 
was of special significance to 
Romantic Dancer because if he 
could come out and win he wiould 
earn a bonus for winning the 
Triple Crown which was worth 
Ks. 3.50,000 In addition ho also 
earned the Stake for the race itself 
and alxjve that a f urther Rs. 

1.25,000 from the HCTC for 
having become the champion colt 
of the season Hence to say that it 
was a vit al race for the Dancer 
would have been an 
understatement As it turned out 
Romantic Dancer had to work 
even harder for his victory in the 
Leger. than his triumph in the 
Champion Cup. This time it was 
Sandbagger who almost avenged 
his defeat in the Derby as he ran 
the race of his life and did 
everything but beat Romantic 
Dancer who eventually just about 
got his elegant neck m front to 
land the .spoils. 

It was his toughest race yet and 
it took its toll. Romantic Dancer 
had to be content with two seconds 
in his next two atJirts, one of 
which namely the Classic Indian 
Turf Invitation Cup at Madras was 
surely the most important in his 
career. Granted he was never 
given the best of rides on both 
occassions, but all said and done 1 
feel that had this race come early 
in the season few would have come 
near Romantic Dancer, Calcutta’s 
veiy own champion. ^ 



SPORTS HALL OF SHAME 


BY NASH & ZULLO 




AS TWE TMlWPERCUOOPS WERE BC»LP\«a6 

UP Before the final round of tvc fwo us. 

OPEN TWO TViREESOMES HURRIED OFFTUE 
FIRST TEE. after THEIR ROUNDS, ALLSJX 
golfers were PlSQOALlFlEP PDR START- 
IN& 28 MINUTES AHEAD OF TWEiR OFFICIAL 
TEE TUHES... 1N^LUPIN<^ FORK/ OLWER, 
WHOSE 5G0(^ WOULD HAVE POTHIM IN A 
PLA/OFF FOR THE CHAMPIONSHIP' 


trailing by only one shot I N /the FINAL 

Roundoftue iw masters, pro/solfer 

JACK BURKE OR. H IT HVSSECOND/sHOTON 
THE PAR-5 TSTH HOLE STRAIGHT / FORTHE 

green. Birr a spectator in / front or 

TTIEGREEIO, SCRAMBLING /TOGeroUT 
OF THE WAY OF THE BALL, /FEULOOWN. 
jAil^'S BALL WIT THE FAN / RlCHTON THE 
WEELOFHIS SHOE AND / BOUNCED 
CLEAT? BACK INTO A / CREEK.' BORKE 
Took a siy that ended/his quest for 
the green UACKeT:^.rXa« 



MLESTOIIES 


WON: By Ali Sher, 
the Addi Golf 
Tournament at 
Delhi. His scxjre of 
276 set a new course 
record of 12 under 
par 


f 


HISTORY CREATED; By 

Steve and Mark 
Waugh, when they 


became the first pair 
of twins to play 
together in the 114 
years of Test 
cricket. 

BANNED; Diego 
Maradona by FIFA 
for 15 months after 
being tested positive 
for cocaine. The ban 
applies worldwide. 
BARRED: Iraq, by the 
Asian Amateur 
Athletics 
Association, from 
participating in the 
Asian Track and 
Field 

Championship, to be 
held in Kimla 
Lumpur. 

WON; By Larry 
Holmes, his first 
comeback bout 
against Tim 


Anderson, in 
Florida. 

TO COMMENCE; The 

disputed Ranji 
Trophy 

quarter finals, from 
April 16. 

TO BE OPERATED: 
Robin Smith, for a 
‘pre-hemia’ problem 
that would lead to 
him missing the 
one-dayers against 
the West Indies. 


WON: The Hongkong 
Open Tennis 
Tournament, by 
Richard Krs^icek of 
the Netherlands, 
defeating Wally 
Masur in the final. 
WON: The $225,000 
Orlando Classic, by 
Andre Agassi, 
defeating Derek 
Rostagno. This was 
Agassi’s first win of 
the year. 

















IQUIZ/CHESS/BRIDGE 


QUIZ 

QUESTIONS 

1. Who was known as the “Georgia 
Peach"? 

2. Where is Baseball’s Hall of Fame? 

3. Which world heavyweight boxing 
champion was nicknamed 
"Brockton Blockbuster"? 

4. Which sport is integral to the 
theme of the film of yesteryears 
Body and souR 

5. What does the sport slang "cherry 
picking” stand for'? 

6 What is “Tri-State Futurity”? 

7. With what sport is Baton Rouge 
Open connected? 

I ANSWERS 

I 1 TyCobb 
j 2. Cooperstown. 

I 3. Rocky Marciano 
i 4. Boxing. 

I 5. Basket hanging in basketball. 

6. The famous horse race run at 
Shenandoah Downs 

7. Golf 

CHESS 

Every Russian schoolboy knows 
Philidoi's male that is the 
smothered mate with ttie king 
trapped in the corner. How many 
people know Morphy 's mate one 
wonders? 

This is the epaulette mate with 
the king self blocked by its own 
I pieces on both sides. Morphy 
pulled it off in the diagrammed 
position against Thomas .lefferoii 
Bryan at New York 1859 Maybe 
the readers should try for the 
solution which I’ll give next week. 
Remember white to play and win. 

Meanwhile to help you along, 
here are a couple of similar 
cheapos. White; Alekhine Vs 
Lugovsky, Bled. ’31. 

1 e4 85 2 Ne3 N(!6 3 Bc4 Bc5 4 Qg4 Qf6 5 
NdS 0x12 6 Kdl K18 7 Nli3 Qd4 8 d3 Bb6? 
8—d6 keeps black in the match 
(this was a simultaneous display 
actually) 9 Rfl Nd810 c3 Qc5 U NgS NhO 
12Qh4d6(10). White announced 
mate in four 13 Ne6 Nxe6 14 Qe7 
Kgs 15 QeS Nf8 16 Nf7 mate. 

White; Donner Vs Black: 
Balcerowsky, Varna, '62. 

1 d4 e5 2 d6 86 3 84 dO 4 Ne3 Ne7 5 N13 
Bg4 6 Ii3 Bxl3 7 0x13 a6 8 a4 NgS 9 g3 B87 
10 M 0-0 U Bd2 bS 12 Ndl Nd713 N83 NIB 14 


h5 Nh8. Black’s king has put on his 
epaulettes. 

15 Nf5 Ra716 h8l (1-OT A slightly 
premature resignation and 
readers are entitled to ask where 
is Morphy’s mate? 

Well. 16—g617 Nxe7 0xe718 B^ loses 
a piece and if 16 N8817 hg7 Nxg718 
Nh6 and hey presto! You have 
Morphy’s mate 
Devangshu Dutta 

Morphy vs Bryan 
White to play and win 



BRIDGE 

'i’he other day I was reading an 
iu-tiLJe on probabilty illu.sions 
Suppose 1 tell you about my friend 
Mihir who is quiet, reserved, 
soft-sjxiken and likes to reiul 
Guess whethei’ he is a salesman or 
a librarian? Most people would 
surely expect Mihir to be a 
librarian. However, salesmen 
prthumber librarians by at least 
1^0 to 1 So, unless less than 1 in 
every 500 salesmen is quiet, 
reserved, soft-spoken and likes to 
read, Mihir is more likely to be a 
salesman than a librarian. 1 was 
remindcxi of the article after 
friends criticised me for going 
down on this hand from a 
rubber-bridge game : 


pAalor North 


V/EST 

* Ayaa 

■ K 10 7 2 
A 9 6 2 

•<•0 


L-Wviil 

NORTH(ctummy) 

♦ Q 7 9 ri ,j 

■AOJ.l 
K O , 10 

*- 

EAST 

« J 10 b 
9 8 I. T 
■ 8 /■ .i 
■4^9 6.'' 

SOUTH 

*K 

•?5 
O E 4 

to 987543 


WEST 

NORTH 

FAST 

SOUTH 

_ 

1 ■ 

Pass 

2+ 

Pass 

2 ■ 

Pass 


Pass 

Pass 

Pas', 



North’s bnUling wii,s ricit what I 
would like the I'cadci.«to learn but 
anyway we reached a dei;ent 
contract West led the .spade ace 
and at Inck I wrr switched to a low 
heart What now'? 

If the clubs were 3 1 1 would 
have to hope that the heai-t finesse 
would work so lliat I emtld dispose 
off the diamond loser Huw<-ver, if 
the clubs were 3-2. the hcatt 
finesse would bt; an unnt'ce.ssarv 
risk for if it failed, tin* defeiK.-e 
would cash the diamond ace Y* ■ ■ 
must have guc.ssed wtui.t 
happened. 1 took the h>*art ace and 
went down Now .s'anc of my 
friends pointed (’ut tliat llieJieart 
finesse was a .5(V'f chan.’t .vhilca 
3-2 t;lub lireak was mit v lO' ' . so I 
should liave taken ttie rnu'.ssc. 
What they failed to t.ike nito 
account was that vi itli t.iie licart 
king inside. West h.i'i no business 
to play hack a liearl if t tie finesse 
was nnavoidabli'. I wonid s.nely 
take it. Ho, the hen it i et u i u only 
risked giving me a rha fo 
dispose off my cliaTHond loser as 1 
would surely have done if my 
trumps were a bit weaker, even 
kmg-jack-ten to niin* card.s (h'*art 
fines.se, dispose off thedianiotuls, 
ruff back to hand ami take the 
only chance, leadmt,', thei hib 
king, hoping to fi nd a v i rgu; 
queen) Looking at tlie h(*art, king 
in his own hand. West should 
have realised that the only hop’e 
was to find a trump winner with 
partner. So, ho should have 
simply cashed his .si'i'oud acc at 
trick two which would have left 
rno with no chance 
That is my point .vinlo the 
heart finesse wa.s f>t >'. h i>rinri. it 
should have btieii exai t ly D'k a 
posteriortagainst m.v comiiei.enl 
opponent while the club break 
remained at 40‘’'f 'I’o think that 
the heart finesse was a 50^;; 
chance even after the actual heart 
return was a .probability 
illusion! 

Santanu Ghoaa 
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A AmJEi 

COLD 
FACTS 



C OME evcniriff and 
you’ve talked 
yourself into thef 
zone'. You talk yourself 
into doniff a I'eall.y 
intense workout Not 
tlie stuff that you do 
every other day, This 
evenmtf, you plan to 
I'eally sweat it out You 
are determined tfial hy 
the end of the month 
some of tin; Dab dsihle 
around the waistline 
should disappear. You 
are prettiuR' ready foi- 
that u/tmiafe workout 
when.aachfx) That 
explosive sneeze left you 
breathless You think 
nothing'about it and 
proeoed with the 
workout Youthen 
realize that someth mg is 
notelicking, Diatyou 
can t put in the extra bit 
that you had plamitid to 
inject into the workout. 

Your body does not 
respond to the exacting 
pressure put on it, by 
the weights oi‘ the 
aerobic exercises Your 
mina tells you to lay off, 
Tlie metal suddenly feels 
cold, and you experience 
a strange soreness in the 
joints. The enthusiasm 
has ebbed off and you 
are tired, and feel 
absolutely wiped out. 

Translation Your 
body has lust been 
- 


invaded by one of the 
aoo or more viruses that 
are the carriers of the 
most common disease 
'the common cold ' What 
is more I'ru.strating to 
ritne.ss enthu.sia.sl.s other 
than Iho sore throat and 
running nose is the 
t bought that you will 
have to lay olT the 
regimen till the cold 
subsides, and the kilos 
might just catch up with 
you again. 

Now, how do you 
calcli a cold? Coughs 
and sneezes have 
through the ages been 
associated with colds 
We arn always wary of 
the person in the room 
who is coughing or 
sneezing But recent 
studies have proved that 
colds art! .spread more by 
actual contact. This 
means that carriers of 
the cold virus leave 
behind some, of the 
virus on the surfaces 
that they touch We 
guess that this bit might 
get you paranoid. 
because every surface, 
doorknob or counter 
tops could have traces of 
the cold virus Well they 
may have, but the 
immune system of the 
body also wards off 
attacks to a large extent, 
and are prett,y 


successful at that 

Wo can also take some 
easy precautions to see 
that we are not often ihe 
victims of cold. Here are 
.some tips: 1) Don’t touch 
your nose'mouth with 
your fingers often, 
specially when you are 
sharing things wit h 
.someone who has a cold. 

Experts are convinced 
that the hands are the 
primary mode for 
infection. 2) Wash your 
hands frequently Water 
IS not enough to kill the 
virus but it will wash it 
off, 3) Insist that your 
pailners in the gym use 
disposable tissues when 
they have colds Also 
insist that the 
commonly used places 
like benches be washed 
often with disinfectant. 

4) Keep the air in the 
gym a ‘cos 

when the mucus 
membrane becomes dry 
then one becomes more 
susceptible to colds. 

Coming to the 
question as to whether 
you should exercise 
when you have a cold. 

An opinion poll was 
conducted by the journal 
The Physician and 
Sportsmedicine. and 
according to that the 
opinions are varied. 

Some doctors are of 
the opinion that people 


feel better after 
exercising when they 
have colds. The reason: 
Exercise can increase 
mucus flow, which 
provides relief to the 
upper respiratory tract 
systems. Other doctors 
are of the opinion that 
exercising with colds 
could turn into 
something worse. 

Some basic guidelines 
to determine whether 
you should exercise with 
a cold. If the symptoms 
are located above the 
neck {runny nose, 
sneezing, or scratchy 
throat) then exercise is 
safe. But on the other 
had if the symptoms are 
below the neck (fever, 
muscle aches etc) then 
we locommend tha'v you 
lay off for a while. 
Wherever the symptoms 
are located, do a tost 
di ive’ first. Do 10 
minutes of your 
woi kout at half the 
normal speed. If you feel 
that your head is 
clearing up a bit and 
that you re feeling a bit 
peppy then go for it. 

But, if with every step 
your head jars, and your 
legs feel heavy, then 
there’s no point in 
c’ontmuing. At this state 
it is time to give that 
system of yours, some 
much needed rest. 

While you are off 
exercising it would also 
do you good to add lots 
of Vitamin C to your diet 
because it has been 
proved that Vitamin C 
does lower the 
symptoms of cold. Also 
if possible go in for zinc 
lozenges, ‘cos zinc is 
good for the throat. The 
cold has not yet been 
conquered and there is 
no quick respite when 
your immune system is 
overwhelmed by the 
virus. So lay off for a 
while and then— go for 
the ultimate. • 











L KT S be honeHt 
with i.mrHelves. 
Why ilo we 
exercise’’ F'or 
filiiess '’ Veah. partly 
Til live longer'’ Gel 
outta here To hxik 
g-iKKl” Kight on' All of 
us-providfici we re man 
or woman enough to 
admit it—work those 
muscles to look better 
And about the best way 
to Itxtk good is have a 
trim, symmetrical build 
Symmetrical... that's 
the key word Like that 
heavenly build sported 
by the great Frank Zane. 
three-time Mr Olyrapta. 
Now running a fitness 



all about 


CKjntre in Palm Springs, 
California. 21ane shares 
his secret of symmetry: 
"When I was a 
oompetltive bodybuilder, 
everyone said, “Zane has 
perfect syminetry.’ The 
trutli of the matter is, I 
don’t at all And neither 
does anyone else 

Scientists have for 
centuries tried to 
explain why nature 
tends to economize form 
in its creations, whether 
it be bubbles, fish or 
atomic nuclei This 
phenomenon of nature 
to proceed in the 
simplest, most efficient 
way is seen in the 
human body as 
symmetry. Although 
perfect symmetry is not 
to be found in people, 
some have it to a greater 
extent than otliers. 

I have known for a 
long time now that the 
left side of my body was 
quite different from my 
right aide. Not only are 
the muscles shaped 
differently on each side 
but my vascular 
network is quite 
different as well. While 
there wasn't anything I 
could do about the 
convolutions of my veins 
and arteries, I 
could—through weight 
training—develop the 
shape of my muscles so 
they would more closely 
match left side with 
right 

What bodybuilders 
and physicfue critics 
mean when lliey refer to 
symmetry is proponion. 
In mathematics, 
proportion is defined as 
a statement of equality 
between two or more 
ratios, A ratio is a 


comparison lietwten two 
measurement—and 
when all of these 
measurement 
compai'isons are 
skilfully blended 
together, there is perfect 
proportion. 

Years ago David 
Willoughby defined 
perfect proportion as 
equal measurement of 
calves, upper arms and 
neck, but I feel th.ere is 
more U> proportion than 
that, as the entire body 
must be taken into 
account. Thighs must 
not be too big in 
oompiarison with calves, 
biceps development 
must match triceps, 
upper body must not 
overshadow lower body, 
upper arms must be in 
tjalance with forearms, 
traps must not be too big 
for lats, pecs must not be 
so heavy as to make the 
deltoids appear too 
small, neck in'ust not be 
too big as It would make 
the shoulders and torso 
appear narrow, waist 
should be small enough 
to accentuate the taper 
of the torso and 
development of the legs. 

Put all this together so 
that no one bodypart 
dominates visual 
attention at the expense 
of the others and you 
have perfect proportion 
a quality I have six-nt 
my entire bodybuilding 
career striving to 
achieve. And while 1 
may not have perfect 
symmetry. I come cioser 
to perfection wiie.i :t 
comes to prop<.ntion 

N o w w !i li f- n a t u r e 
tends Vj optiniize forn. 
in the human tyxiy 
t.hrough. sy.mme'.ry 


unless we practice llie 
right kind of weight 
training we may becoiiie 
less symmetrical as we 
grow older Takeahxik 
at sports we may 
practicx' throughout our 
lives- Baseball players 
catch with, one hand and 
throw with another: 
football players kick 
w'lth only one leg: tennis 
players are far from 
ambidextrous, as are 
golfers, archers and 
basketball players, 
runners and cyclists 
develop their legs 
without upper bodies to 
match; weightlifters 
have big strong traps, 
thighs, buttocks and 
lower backs; gymnasts 
have great uppier bodies 
at the expense of 
balanced leg 
development And while 
some sports work the 
whole body in a more 
balanced fashion than 
others, e.g . swimming, 
sports m general 
promote asymmetrical 
development. 

Bodybuilding is the 
only sport where 
attention is paid to the 
development of the Ixidy 
as an end in itself and 
not a means to an end 
Through intelligent 
training, with tlie use of 
free weig.hts fespec-ially 
dunibbelLs) and cabie.s 
w'e can balance a 
preCi.sjX'Sitioii u.)ward 

iiuS’•’T'w i7;triCilJ n7U.Sxa7Kr 

V i ■; p ni e :. t i n iz. e r e :: t i n 
aL diiiietic 

-?riCleci.vorft 

.Aus-o. as we age the 
rxdy can becrune le.ss 
s V .n 1 m e t r c au t h r o u g n 

<r. "-’AO vero’ 

di.SriwOii.ar i-'>o’K:r.^ tirrii.s 








I^FITNESS^? 


rip one jHV and the two 
will never l<x)k the aaiiie 
While weitfht traininK^ 
will Htri'iiffthen such 
injuries, it will never 
restore sy ninudry 
You'd Ixist t>e careful to 
avoid injurioR in the- first 
pliu'e. Still, even with 
inj u nes a txxly hnilder 
can inainuiiii the 
illuHion of HVininetry 1 
have". 

Tliat's /jine H iua>fie 
for yon Try it and 
look l>Ht4»r! 














WORLD OF SOCCER 


n 



IIS Sets Ready Fer The Gup 

E ven thoug^h a general aenaeof peeeimiem 
prevaila throughout the aoooer world about 
the 1994 World Cup being held in the land of 
no-football, the Americana aeem to be quite 
aerioua about the challenge they face. 

They know, for all the oriticiam and dqubta the 
world over, that infiraqtruoturewillby nomeana 
prove a problem for holding the Cup: the US do 
have the capacity and money-power to offer the 
most up-to-date Ihoilitiea. But what worriea them 
now the most ia their low reckoning as a 
footballing nation. The Americans do not simply 
want to look like a bunch of fodla giving a poor 
account of themselves on the playing arena, 
while hosting football's greatest razzmatazz. 

So, they are eager to aet about their 
pr^IMvationa well in advance and recently made 
up thmr mind on the man who is going to coach 
their prospective ‘world beaters'. Bora 
Mtlu^inovio, who led Mezioo to the sixth place in 
the 1986 World Cup, and then took Costa Rica to 
the second round last year, has been appointed 
coach of the United States national team for the 
1994 World Cup. 

And, Car firom regarding himself and his boys 
as undedogs, the new coach has already been 
articulate about hia dreams and aspirations. The 
final game is my dream,” he said, recently, ”And 
. if you don't dream, you’ll never get there.” 

And to be of hundred per cent help to his boys, 
Milut inovic has already put himself into an 
intensive crash course in EngUsh. 

Happy Days Are Here Again 

6 OOD times have once again come to the life of 
Gianluoa Vialli. Ihe Italian has suddenly 
found hima^amld goals, scored faster than 
ever in the Italian league and is now poised to 
drive his club Sampdoria to a championship they 
have never in all their 96 3mars even suggested 
they can win. 

Vialli was a man under extreme premues 
during these tense days leading to the Italian 
World Cup, when a whole nadion took it for 
granted that Vialli would be Italy's main scorer • 
and saviours. One writer, realising the players 
Sony plight under the burden of expectations, j 

^«n wrote, ”Look into the eyes of Oianluoa Vialli j 







mi£ 



and you loolc into Oie ^es of a haunted man." 

And the etrain deetroyed VialU. He played in 
only the first two disappointing Italian matches, 
then disappeared until the semi-finals when he 
was substituted after 70 minutes. And the goals 
he was expected to provide were scored rather by 
Toto Schillaci. 

Subsequently, Vialli, hiirt and humiliated, 
recoiled into his own r^ll of silence and 
dejection, while a barrage of criticism continued 
to be hurled at him by detractors as well as 
disenchanted fans. 

He missed the first eig^t games of this season 
with a knee ii^ury and was left out of the national 
team last December which was almost an inmilt 
since they were merely on a trip to Cyprus, and 
won 4-0. 

But if talent might sometimes slumber, it will 
always return with a vengeance and Vialli indeed 
was due a comeback. Since the turn of the year 
and his two groals in a 4-1 thrashing of Napoli 
raised his stature fiom near oblivion, stretched 
Sampdoria’s run to eight wins in their last nine 
games and opened a three point lead in the 
league. 

And in recognition of his remarkable comeback 
the Samp doria coach Vijadin Boskov said. 

“Vialli is at his very best now. He has matiired, 
he’s in peak condition and we can always exp^ 
goals fiom him, now that he has put behind his 
injuries and disappointments firom the World 
Cup.” 

Husband Divorces Refereeing 
Wife 

F or 28-year-old Wendy Toms, it was the best 
of times and the worst of times. In March 
1991, she became the first woman referee in 
the British football lei^rtie. One of the last male 
bastions crumbled, when Wendy was chosen as 
the fourth official for a 3rd division match, 
Bournemouth vs Reading at Deans Court. 
However, Wendy had to pay a price for this 
unusual (for her sex) dedication to football. 

Her husband applied for a divorce, stating that 
his wife was neglecting the house and 
relationships had become incompatible. The 
judge at Poole saw the irony in the situation and 
said it was the first occasion that a husband 
asked for a divorce as the wife was too involved in 
football. • 
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PRIVATE 
EYE 


WE LOOK 
WHERE 
WE'RE NOT 

SUPPOSED to: 



with tfw 

nM^rtific(>Hpn of having 
to admit to the affair, 
Tyson was slapped wHh 
firancial support. 
Though'someone else 
was left corrying the 
baby. 

"We resolved our 
differences in a civilised 
fasten," said attorney 
Raoul Uonel Felder, the 
lawyer for 23-year-^ 
Kirr4)erly Scarborough, 
mother of Tyson's 


f 


PAYING FOR IT 


Tyson strikes again 


P ROMISCUITY® 
rife in the western 
world and some 
people pay,.literally...llke 
AAike Tyson, Tyson 
recently vk^m to 

(Mie of his bazaar 
sexcapades. Surprised? 


daughter. Felder was 
also the attorney for 
actress Robin Givens 
during her much 
publicised estrongement 
with iron Mike. 

During a ISmimite 
court Oppeoronce at the 




lyiMt; sanm 


Manhattan fon^'caurt, 
Tyson wosadied by 
hewing officer Froncine 
Seiden if he was the 
bather of the child. 
"Yes," he replied stony 
faced. When it come to 
financial settlement, 
Tyson took o bit of a 
battering there too. The 
financial tent® of die 


agreement were hot 
dtsctosed but were 
obviously heavy. "My 
11^ ore sealed but th^ 
resolved It in a decent 
foir way," Felder again 
chipped in. Tyson only 
had his way when it 
come to the child's 
name: the baby giri was 
named Michael Tyson. 



W HAT does Boris Becker want tabe? A 
New York cabbie. And what did he do 
' when he once lost early in the U.S. 
Open? He got into his car and drove all over 
New York trying to forget all about it. Now 
what does flecker have a fetish for? Cars, 
because he loves the atmosphere of solitude 
inside them. 

This passion of his, however, got him into a 
little trouble last year when he was caught 
speeding down the Stuttgart-Munich 
highway. The i«sult was a suspension and a 
htfty fine. 

Becker ai^aled against the fine recently 
but the courts ruled it out. Trapped by one at 
those fixed traffic cameras that are so 
common in Germany, Boris was recorded 
driving at 128kph (8(hnph) on a 60km 
stretch. But was he really bothered with aB 
this? No way, Jose. He spent most his tiihe 
in the U.S. i^erehe drove around with hisv 
American license. 


Boria Bockar: No lloanaa for akW 


DRIVE MY CAR 


Becker around the bend? 








COLOUR OF MONEY 
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I IMRAN AND THE BIG C | 


And it's not cricket 

T his one’s sUghtly difftnvnt. Pakistan’s 
first Cancer Hospital is under 
construction and there is no one happier 
than dreamboat Imran Khan whose tireless 
efforts have initiated it. This is a project which 
Imran says, ‘T’ve dedicated my life to.” 

Imran’s efforts at fund raising for the 
hospital started in 1989 and he has managed to 
raise $2 million. The total target is $13.5 
million. 

The motivating factor behind this campaign 
was Imran’s mother who died of cancer 
because the doctors in Lahore didn’t have the 
facilities to detect the symptoms. The 
arrogant Khan that he was, Imran admits that 
at one time he was “immune to the pain and 
misery around me.” He found it difficult to 
start fund raising, “Having hartUy ever asked 
my parents for money, I found it difficult to 
ask other people for donations.” But now he 
says, “I’m liicky I can turn any achievement on 
the ticket field tp some socially useful 
purpose. Making someone close to me suffer 
was Allah’s way to show me tibe direction.” 

And tints Imran’s dream slowly takes shape. 
Tidd you this one was differcmt. 











STOCKHOLM. 
Sweden—“Sold to Ners 
Nielesson for 

10,650,000 crowns”. 

Some 100 people, 
mostly curious specta¬ 
tors, were crowded into 
an auditorium as the 
gavel was brought 
down. But this was no 
everyday real estate auc¬ 
tion. Up for sale was the 
Archipelago Paradise 
Vikingskill, a ten — 
room estate just outside 
Sweden’s capital city. 

The owner was Bjorn 
Borg. 

It was an extraordin¬ 
ary and sad situation 
that many were hoping 
could have been avoided. 
But when the money 
that covered the five 
times Wimbledon cham¬ 
pion’s debts never 
materialised, there was 
nothing else to do. 

Since Borg had paid 
only $500,000 for the 
property, it should have 
been a lucrative transac¬ 
tion. But the former 
owner, who was in 
Milan, Italy with wife 
Lorendana Berte, and 
did not see a single pen¬ 
ny from the sale. It went 
<Urectly to the Swedish 
authoritjes. 

T he string of negative 
events in Borg’s life, 
from the alleged 
suicide attempt in 
February 1989 to the 
collapse of his clothing 
empire last year have 
without doubt tarnished 
his reputation. But at 
the same time, the Swed¬ 
ish people still talk ab¬ 
out and remember "Ice 
Borg” as a hero. And not 
surprisingly, news of 
his return to tennis has 
generated enormous in¬ 
terest. 

Many are all for it. 
Others feel it could 
further spoU his image. 
Most of ^1, Swedes are 
hoping that if Borg does 



indeed launch a serious 
come back, that he 
atleast be in as good a 
shape now as he was 
during his glory years. 

Former coach Lennart 
BergeUn is not one of the 
believers. 

"Let us continue to re¬ 
member Bjorn as the 
great champion he was,” 
Bergelin says. “With to¬ 
day’s competition and 
after such a long break, 
he wouldn’t have a 
chance. It would be im¬ 
possible, even for a per¬ 
son with a will of steel.” 

Whatever happens, 
the speculations about 
Borg’s future comes at a 
good time. Pictures 
taken from his practices 
in Lon4on reveal that 
Borg is taking care of 
his body and working 
seriovisly. He hopes he 
can finally lay to rest the 
image of a washed up 
sports idol who wasted 
his fortune on drugs 
and parties. 

And what of the 
cocaine? When it comes 
to drugs, all is taboo in 
Sweden, though every 
variety is available here. 
So when former girl¬ 
friend Jannicke Bjorl- 
ing, who was in a cus¬ 
tody battle with Borg 
over their son, Robin, 
"disclosed” in a maga¬ 
zine article that Borg 
used cocaine, the pedes¬ 
tal upon which he sat be¬ 
gan to shake. A drug 
addict as a sport hero is 
unacceptable. 

Borg won the ensuing 
libel suit and osllected 
$15,000. He continues 
to deny ever having 
taken drugs. Backing 


up this claim is an advi¬ 
sor Ingmar Alverdal, 
who has been closer to 
Borg over the last seven 
years than anyone. Say 
Alverdal, “I have never 
seen or had any reason 
to suspect that Bjorn has 
bad an}rthing to do with 
drugrs.” 

As for his alleged 
suicide attempt, it has 
never been taken 
seriously by those who 
know Borg. It is ack¬ 
nowledged that two mis¬ 
takes were made: One, 
that the combination of 
good wine and insomnia 
medication was too 
much: and two, that 
Loredana called for an 
ambulance rather then a 
private doctor. That im¬ 
mediately alerted the 
media and created head¬ 
lines where none were 
warranted. Borg left the 
hospital a few hours la¬ 
ter—under his own 
■power. 

' Speaking of Loredana. 
there is a war between 
her and the Swedes, one 
that has been going on 
ever since since she first 
became Borg's girlfriend 
and was introduced on a 
Swedish entertainment 



program. The singer’s 
provocative profile was 
too much for the staid 
Swedish public. Since 
then Loredana has felt 
targeted and unwel¬ 
come. It’s too bad, be- 
cavuse behind the mask 
of the artist is a woman 
who certainly is impul¬ 
sive, yet at the same time 
both charming and- 
warm. 

Is Borg broke? Of 
course not. Bolstered by 
IMG’s advisors, Borg is 
set for life financially, 
even if the crash of his 
business empire was a 
very expensive ex- 
perieoe. So why the auc¬ 
tion? Well, large parts of 
Borg’s assets are tied to 
funds abroad, and in 
order to cover his $4 mil¬ 
lion debt in Sweden he 
had to release some $11 
million of that money. 
The differnce—$7 mil¬ 
lion—would have gone 
directly to the Swedish 
executors! 

But even if the final 
bill amounts to $20 mil¬ 
lion, Borg will not be 
knockedout. His new 
business companion is 
an Italian, Alessandro 
Racic and they have big 
plans. The base of the 
new ventTire will still be 
the name Bjorn Borg but 
instead of manufactur¬ 
ing the goods them¬ 
selves, the pair intends 
to license agreements 
worldwide. Thus, Bjorn 
will no longer have to be 
involved in the day to 
day operations or take 
all the financial risks 
and can spend his time 
on the court preparing 
his body and his mind to 
do the unthinkable. 

One thing is for sure: 
Bjorn Borg has not hit 
his last tennis ball—or 
paid his last bill. 

Aran Rninwr 

The author is a tennis reporter for 
newspapers in Sweden for the past 
15 years , 
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Old Spice Body Talc for men 
The effect is sheer magic. 
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AN EXPOSURE ON HOW UNLIKE OTHER 
SPORTS, THE DIRTY LITTLE SECRETS 
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ini^ttyi^ote 


Monica Seks 
poses for a 
photo session 
in casuals 


iitsaji^rpup. luvesoaoehowiMtijit^^ 
aluSilajf style that bM cbaiactorited q)ori8' 
jounuOism over tbe last teii yea». Yoa 
we brins you down’, almost seems to be the 
written-medla'B motto this past decade. Indeed, as 
writers have brought down One loon after 
another, the tezmis player has. by and large, 
remained unscathed. In an era when dirt ip so 
alluring, the tennis world is squeaky clean. 

It is not for the 1 b(^ of rzunour or innuendo. 

The underside the game is as dirty as any 
other. There are drugs, there is betting, there is . 
cheating and both the roen's and women’s tours 
are fertile ground for sexual experimentation. 

Yet rarely does any behind-the-scenes gossip ever 
find its way into the mainstream media. Why 
then is it, that tennis stars are watched and not 
judged? 

One reason is that there is a whcde army of - 
people guarding the 
dirty little secrets of 
tennis. And any serious 
or regular touring 
journalist exposing the 
private lives of the stars 
risks being cut-off 
forever. 

The problem is not 
that tennis writers want 
to avoid the truth. On 
the contrary most have 
devoted their lives to 
illuminating the 
subtleties of the game 
and tennis journalism 
I has always served as 



There are drugs, there is 
betting, there is cheating | 
and both the men’s and 
women's tours are fertile 
ground for sexual 
experimentation. Yet, 
rarely does any 
behind-the-scenes 
gossip find its way into 
the mainstream media. 
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T ennis writers 

knew that ChriB 
Evert’s life off 
court did not always jibe 
with the demure 
persoxui she projected 
for the fans, yet not a 
ample word about her 
personal life ever 
appeared in print. 
Bc^friendsand 
husbands ranginp from 
Jimmy Ck>nnors to John 
Lloyd, Burt Re 3 molds to 
Adam Faith and yet....' 

Of course Evert had 
nothing to be ashamed 
of; it might have even 
lent a little more 
complexity to her image. 
Yet why were Evert’s, or 
for that matter so many . 
others, off the court 
exploits such a closely 
gfuarded secret of the 
media? Could a tennis 
writer have built any 
kind of career without 
some access to say an 
Evert or a Lendl? 

Frenchman Yannick 
Noah took over hrom 
where ‘disco kid’ Vitas 
Oerulaitis had left off. 
Noah once even publicly 
claimed that he made 
love to his girlfriend in 
the men’s locker room 
only minutes before a 
game at the Aiustralian 


McEnroe coob effwken the 
heat is on 
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psrfcBRCM^ V 

azio&ei'oiu of wxrms^ 

the press has oo 

interest in opening. 

WbilelnfoottiaU 
Maradona is suspended 
and Inuniliated for 
oooaine use. there is 
scarcely any mention of 
the continuing rumours 
that John McEnroe 
was—and probably still 
is—a regular 
cocaine-user. There are 
top players, though not 
willing to be named. 


to liojEbttoe '' • 

.auddsnlliireitiaid'llptkbisssW^ 

total my st s iry. 


Whettier symbolic or 
psychoiogicaf, thore is a 
real sonse that tbe men 
and women so 
immaculately clad are 
Inherently good, as is the 
cast of charecters that 
surrounds and feeds on 
them 


who talk openly about 
the McEnroe cocaine 
habit. 

A few years ago a 
writer from World 
Tennis magazine 
actually mustered 
enough courage to ask 
McEnroe about the 
rumour. When he 
reacted in a typical Mac 
manner, the (piestion 


Andre Agassi: Labelled a 
‘punk* oMa ‘jerk* merely 
oecause his clothes don 7 
conform with tradition 
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SiiMM there is no seiioiuiaziflncpidw? drug, ' 
testingr on the tours, the only citiiar ' 

have a sense of who’s Oamg whsit are ^ 

But no one is sayinsr anything. 

And so while in other sports playereaz^ lined, 
suspended and somethnes convicted for their 
involvraient ^th aico^ or narpotios, tenriis 
ocnnes out with a clean image. " 

LOCKER-ROOM SECRETS 


S CMiJE of the most engaging rumours in the 
game concern the subject of sex on the 
women’s tour. The truth of what goes on, 
lies somewhere between common knowledge and 
a deep dark secret. But again no one is saying for 
sure. 


When Sue Barkar (remember the girl who 
dated singer Cliff Richard) claimed that it was 
the older women who ‘turned’ the younger ones 
Their way’, she even mentioned that one all-time 
great’s sexual tendencies were such a closely 
guarded secret that no one even had an 
inclination who It was. But there was no follow 
up on that claim and rumours that it was 
Virginia Wade have never been confirmed. Wade 
still continues as a very respected lady at the All 
England Club being the last British lady, to win a 
singles title there. Just as BUlie Jean King is now 
a vei^ highly respected person and coach in spite 
of the confirmed stories that she once as a 

‘companion’ a young invalid girl who eventually 
sued the bespectacled champion for damages. 

When Oabriela Sabatini was asked a few years 
ago about what goes on in the locker room, she 
replied that she didn’t know much 

since she always 
undressed in private. 

She claimed she was 
‘frightened’ to change in 
front of the other women 
in the room. 

Sabatini herself has 
gone out of her way to 
make her preferences 
clear. Her disastrous 
romance with one Frank 
Unkelbach.who claimed 
that though she was a 
glamour girl, Sabatini 
was actually an innocent 
virgin—might have 
affected her play last 
summer, but it did, 
however, put the record 
straight. The latest is 


Sabatini said sbe did not 
Know much about what 
goes on in the locker 
room since she always 
undressed in private. She 
claimed she was 
Irightened’ to change in 
front of the other women 
in the room 
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that Oflliy has now laUen 
for a man twioeher a«e. 

Ifernewloveis 
4 l-year<oldJ(xrge 
Martinez, a ti^oe 
divorcsd Argentine 
aotorshemetatn 
Buenos Aires night club. 

A friend of the 
20-year-old 

multi-millionaire beauty 
says, "He’s the sort of 
mature, eacperienoed 
man Qabriela needs.” 

Of ooiuee, the most 
talked about, sexual 
preference is that of 
Martina Navratilova. 

One must however 
admit that Bdartina 
played her cards well. 

She made her confession 
early and straight. In 
her autobiography 
'Being Myaelf she told of 
how her first experience 
withamanwas 
disappointing, and so 
the change erf 
preference. It is 
rumoured that thoiigh 
Martina’s inclinations 
are stronger towards 
her own sex, she is 
bisexual. 

Surprisu^ly 
she has even gone on 
reexjrd that she wants 
children of her own. 

While it is no one’s 
business what players 
do in the privacy of their 
bednsoms, can you 
imagine if 

ViV Richards had publicly claimed that he was a 
homosexual! 

Yet Martina and all the others get no flak. Even 
her recent break-up with long time 
companion Judy Nelson 
has not got much 
publicity. 

When Margaret Court 
blasted Martina last year 
for being a poor role 
model, a few American 
newspapers were brave 
enough to pick up the 
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However, there seems to be a new 
hreskaway trend among the younger 
women’s players now. Many are very ‘into’ 
the latest lady's fashions and some have 
even ventured into modelling. This has 
helped give the women’s tour a greater 
shade of feminity 


story. Oh yes, the tabloids went to town, but then 
who takes them smiously anyway. None of the 
more serious newspapers chose to go much 
further than simply quote Court. Had 

ttu^ done so, they might 
have exposed a world 
where yotuig players are 
sometimes pressurised 
to adopt a certain 
lifestyle in order to enter 
the inner unotum of the 
women’s tour. Even the 
Tdayers didn’t side 










womm’atsnnti 

eSwiB to 
{todbBraeifpMogiuto 
nongxxtacax^lmiom^ 


with Court. Chris Evert practically 

told Court to mind her own business saying that 

Martina was a role model even for her. 

Ironioally, the only substantial story that 

followed the Court 
outburst was done by a 
writer of a tabloid. She 
unearthed an unnamed 
teenager whose "tales on 
the women’s tour" were 
lost in the tabloid, sadly 
and predictably, among 
UFO babies and Nazi 


One would wonder 
why there is not inueh . \ 
•' .soc^torsei^v' 

\ BiEpajdmeAtt^^iin 
' tentoswhe&'i^iia^'aj^to' 
. numy zneniuto;wisxi^ 

; on the tour. Odie 
only name Ziobesi 
SegusoandCanUn^ . ^ 
Basset as a high profile ^ 
tennis-playing ttaiiried 
oouple. 

It should not be 
forgotten that except ftir 
theGrandSlam 
tournaments and a few 
other8,the men and 
women’s tournaments 
are held eeparatoly and 
at different venuaa. The 
aeclusion might act as a 
catalimt to the lifastyle 
on the women’s circuit. 
Rmnours about who is 
gay and who is not are 
the most interesting in 
tennis. But with so 
much at stake for the 
players and the 

Journalists who cover them, few will ever see the 
light of day. 

However, there seems to be a new breakaway 
trend among the younger women's players now. 

Many are 

very ‘into’ the latest 
lady’s fashions and some 
have even ventxired into 
modelling. This has 
helped give the women’s 
tour a greater shade of 
feminity. 

One of the few 


Why are off the court exploits such a 
closely guarded secret of the media? 

Could a tennis writer have built any kind of 
career without some access to say an 
Evert or a Lendl? Why is it that tennis 
players are watched and not judged? 
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SHOCKING 


I Vf tennis writers feel 
I that sex and drugs 
Ais not what they 
ahotild write about sinoe 
'^■"' it doesn’t have any direct 

relation with the game, 

g m pi P ^ ^ fi then what about the 

Sfl|Mp|i 24 other shady part of the 

"SSpifSL game itself; cheating, 

Illfgl 00^00 tanking, wheetordsahng 

Jmm(00fSf00 The one grand attempt 

p gi gi #Sgl toexpose thedark side 

m 90 lS 00 ^' A ofthegameoocured 

22|2|Slii|P^A seven years ago, when 

Michael Mewshaw 
penned Short drouit In 
it he made a candid' 
presentation of the 
shocking improprieties 

affecting every level of the men’s game. He wrote 
about things that would have scandalised and 
shaken the foundations of any other professional 
sport; {layers including V^ay Amritraj, tanking 
matches, linesmen keeping top players in 
tournaments by ch^ting on line calls, shady 
financial deals and appalling conflicts of interests. 
When the book hit the stands it was advertised as 
the book to put out the lights of the tennis world’. 
The initial reaction from the tennis establishment 
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pri^ts-life scandals that HpjgULHM 
actually got more 
publicity than it truely 

deserved was Peter HilHIHiHlH 

Grafs relationship with 
former Playboy model Nicole Meissner. The 
reason was simple. The story broke just before an 
unusually ’dry’ Wimbledon and the parasitic 
British tabloids pinned their circulation hopes on 
it. Moreover, Steffi’s indifferent play on the court 
































The most talked 
about sexual 
preference is that of 
Martina Navratilova, 
But Martina has 
played her cards well. 

She made her 
confessions early and 
straight 
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was one 

of mild panic: the 
players ran for cover 
and the power brokers 
denied everything. 
When it became clear 
that no one cared 
enough to effect any 
reforms, it was back to 
business as usual. 

Take the case of Goran 
Ivanisevic, the young 
Yugoslav now making it 
big on the circuit. 
Among his fellow pros 
he has quite a reputation 
as a 'tanker'. Any other 
non-trier in any other 
sport would have been 
crucified and buried by 
the press for lack of 
fighting spirit, but in 
tennis they just joke 
about it. 

After one match, 
which he lost in five sets 
to Darren Cahill, 
Ivanisevic admitted, “I 
never should have lost 
that match. But after I 
lost the fourth set, I just 
‘tanked’ the fifth”. 

Reporters amazed and 
amused at his biuntness 
merely wanted to be sure 
he wasn’t misusing an 
English word. "Goran," 
one Of them asked, “are 
you sure you know what 
‘tanking’ is?" 

Ivanisevic shrugged, 
"Sure”, he answered, “It 
means you give up”. 

Everybody laughed, 
the Yugoslav made it to 
the cover of World 
Tennis the following 
month and 



YiumickNoah: Now 
propogadng 
drug testing in Ute 
tennis eireult 
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B(»rteB6^Eer intxd£tlnii6id is gvsai fbr l^nis. 

Tile gfOOM Bs^ tmirs ip;^ Ijto 1^ 


'WHITE'LIES 


B ut don’t be niistsken. The t^mis |U^ does 
occasionally take players io task. The man OB . 
top of the hit list is now Andre Agassi. 

“Infantile twerp,” “Wayne Nevrion in Denim" and "a 
chic bundle of csmical oontrlvaxioes” are the more 
subdued names that Agassi has been called in the 
American media. When oim journalist was refused 
an interview by the b(^ with the howitzer forehand, 
the gentleman went ahead and wrote a thirteen page 
run down of Agassi, in Sports Illustrated which for 
starters had an introduction that read "Andre 
Agassi was recently bom again. Now, if he can only 
grow up”. 

The anti-Agassi hype 
came to such a stage 
that the player had to 
appeal to people to lay 
o^ him. A born-again 
Christian he wondered 
why people hounded 
him for being bad whep 
“there are so many othar 
bad, bad guys around 
us”. 

Oh yes, Andre does 
have his short-comings, 
but why label someone a 
“punk” or a “jerk" 
b^use his clothes don’t 
conform with tradition. 

If wearing coloured 
clothes on court is evil 
then Agassi is the devil 
himself. Afterall, good 
guys wear white, 
remember. More than a mere metaphor, ‘white’ is a 
halo of respectability accorded to all American 
heroes, including of course American tennis stars. 
White has always set termie apart and despite the • 
intrusion of neon and the likm, it always will. 
Whether symbolic or psychological, there is a real 
sense that the men and women so immaculately clad 
are inherently good, as is the cast of characters that 
surrounds and feeds onthem. It colours, however 
subtly, the thinking of the fans, the press and 
. sometimes even the players themselves, forming the 
basis for a relationship that has thrived from the 
good oW days when ‘gay’ meant happy right up to 
the teimis boom. No one in the tennis world seems to 
have heard of ‘white lies’. 

White might not always be right, but no one seems 
to want it any other way. • 













Not only was the third Test washed out by rain, but poor gate receipts 
proved that long Test series in the West Indies are fast fading 


BY JOHN WOODCOCK 


T hat was any 

playalall inthf llnrci 
'I’l-st rriaU.'h lictwi-nn 
Wi'st Jiirlinsand 
Australia . 
ai'tnrall the rain, 
was ['('markabh* nnouffh. As 
for the prompt start, at 10 0.'5 am, 
that surprised (wen I tie Icy'als The 
pil(;h seetni'd to liave been 
adequately (.overod ttii.stune, 
thouf>‘h its slowness made jams 


hard toeorne by 

With the f>'ainr i i far betiind the 
cl(K;k, and tli<; pecqjte back a.t 
work, tlie f'-round was predictably 
eniyity Ttu'autlionties had spent 
the weekend eountin{4' their 
kis.ses Tlieonly tour here in t}i€' 
last yo years to have tiuidioi profit 
was ttiat by Pakistan I hree years 
ag'o, not least hrx'ause it eonipri.sod 
only three Test matches Theeo.st 
of travel and the loss of play m the 
first Test in .larnaiea, and, more 
iiriportantly. here in Port of Spam, 
where the takiiifrsai'e noi-mally 


1 he best, means that the West 
Indian board is already looking: 
at a sizeable deficit Ultimately, 
they may be faced with something 
in the region of £50,000 
Going back to the Test proper, 
captain Viv Richard.s won the toss 
and after .scriou.s consultation 
with his senior players, decided to 
put the Australians in to bat. The 
decision was amply justified when 
after 18 overs of rain free 
[lerformance the Windies walked 
off for the day- courtesy 
ram- - with the Aussies at 36 for 









one. Mark Taylor trying 
desperately td recover lus lost 
form was found frequently 
fishing outside the off stump 
David Boon ihade up his mind 
after 36 balls to score a run and 
Geoff Marsh. the day s only 
casualty was out at 24, in the 
ninth over off Curtly Ambrose 

Australia resumed much as 
they had finished on Saturday, 
with Taylor looking quite himself 
again, ^’ter a long search for 
form, and Boon a picture of 
defiance They had added 69 for 
the second wicket when Boon was 
caught at short-leg off bat and 
pad, pushing forward to 
Patterson. 

With Border s arrival the clouds 
began to build muggily up again 
and Marshall took over from 
Walsh Three cover- boundfiries oft 
Marshall, all fine strokes, took 
Taylor past 50 and into the 60s. 
whereupon he dragged n Iona hop 
from Marshal! straight to Walsh 
at wide iriid-oii This was a wicket 
thrown away, and Australia were 
back on t he defensive as Bordcu- 
and Jones took them to 128 for 
three at lunch. 

At ju.st over two runs an over 
and no more tlian 13 overs to the 
hour, if that, and only two wickets 
falling in the first three hours of 
the day. progress was negligible 
The batsmen, oven so. were kept at 
fullsti etch Jones had had a 
nervous struggle to get any sort 
ot a looting when he hooked 
Walsh magnificently for four In 
the first hour after lunch he and 
Border secured 19 runs oil’ 11 
overs. 

A talking pfiinl. and there was 
the need of one, was ;inother basic 
umpiring error, committed this 
time by David Archer Wlieii a ball 
slipped out of Walsh's hand and 
lobbed high to Ricnardson at third 
slip. Archer, rather than 
signalling a wide indicated that it 
was a dead ball "If the bowler 
bowls the ball so liigh over-or so 
wide off the wicket that, in the 
opinion of the umpire, it passes 
out of the reach of the striker, 

Boon rightfully acknowledges 
the cheers of the crowd. He 
scored a run after 36 
balls 










Walsh was by !at^e 
most hard workiriifiljf bowlers, 
in an otherwise ordinary 
battery of pacemen 
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quick erit of Dean Jones who is 
surprisingly trying to find Test 
form. His spirited performances 
for his country during the 
one-dayers must have exhausted 
his hunger. Jones made just 21 
before falling leg before to Patrick 
Patterson. 

Mark Waugh followed and 
almost immediately ran out 
skipper Allan Border when 
attempting a quick single to Carl 
Hooper at cover. Border scored an 
insecure 43 I m med iatel y after 
Border’s dismissal. Steve Waugh 
sauntered in, and the statisticians 
started sharpening their pencils 
in ordei' to compile new data 
Twins Mark and Steve Waugh had 
made history' When the Waughs 
came together at 210 for five they 
became the first twins to bat 
togethei’ in a Test 

Ninety minutes later. Steve 
Waugh trudged back, his head 
bent over in dismay, caught 
behind off Courtney Walsh for 26. 
Walsh’s .30 overs cost him just 45 
runs. Mark deserted by his 
brother, paid the price i'or 
running out of partners by 




standing in a normal guard 
position, the umpire shall call and 
signal wido-bair as soon as it has 
passed the line of the striker’s 
wicket.” Once again the Laws of 
Cricket (25,'l) make it clear 
enough. 


William Rhodes udd.s; 


The fourth day saw the rather 













working hard for his half 
centiiry. He went to sleep after 
scoring 57. Tomorrow was 
definitely another day. 

The fourth day saw a rather 
quick collapse. Australia's 
overnight 279 for six was quickly 
transformed to 294 all out. The 
smiles on the faces of "Vivian 
Richards and Co. did not last long 
either. Along with the weather 
they also ran into Hurricane 
Hughes. Skipper Richards started 
praying fervently to the rain 
Gods. For the hosts, a draw would 
suffice. 

In trying to reply rather 
contemptuously to Australia's 
modest total of 294, the Wuidies 
themselves faced an embarrassing 
total of 92 for six Dujon and 
Marshall avoided the ignominy of 
a follow-on after then' 
predecessors put up a I'athor soi-ry 
show. But the day definitely 
belonged to Merv Hughes who 
laughed all the way to the 
dressing rcxjin witli four scalps 
under his big lielly Tin;v cost him 
a stingy 19 runs Dujon who 
finished the day on 70 posted his 
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highest score on this ground after 
three years. 

It might have bo»jn a rather 
sleepless night for Richards as lie 
could have kept awake definitely 
trying out a bit of local voodoo 
charm and pi ay mg for ram, 
torrents of it On the final day, the 
pregnant clouds broke forth 

A draw, predicted the experts, 
wasiinniinenl. 


BRIEF SOARES 
FIRST INNINGK; 
AUSTR.ALIA: 294 
WEST INDIES: 227 
SECOND INNINGS: 
AUSTR ALIA; 11 FOR ONE 
TEST DRAWN 


couRxrsY xHr timis uindon 
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Ashish Winston ZaidiJ 
a 19 year old from 
Allahabad, is all set 
to make the top 
league in cricket. 8 
wickets for 111 
against Haryana, in 
the Ranji Trophy 
quarterfinal last 
week and an 
impressive list of 
performances in the 
under-19 team has 
made him a force to 
contend with... 




MAN 


W (JOK, if Amur Akbiir Antony 
•• I ran be accepted without a fuss 
I iwhy should 1 be repeatedly 
4*ciLuzzed.” asks Ashish Winsto!) 
Zaidi obviously beniusecl that his name 
causes such consleriiatjon. Yet. the 
prodifjiou.s 19 yeai -old s]Teedster from 
Allahabad, coincidentally the plac;e from 
where the supei star of the movie also 
hails, look.s so hungry that sure looks 
like he’s seeking to be as big as that 
blockbuster of the Seventies. Well if this 
prodigy iToin the banks of the Ganges, 
can be half as successful, then Indian 
cricket is bound to go places 








A. W. Zaidi: all set and raring to go 


That Zaidi tu a tolully din’erfiii 

leag’uc ispvidL-nt Ironi his luipi'oasive 
hauls -10 w'ckety iii an vindtT 10 Tost at 
Karai'hi's National Stadium. 12 wncki'ts 
ill an under-15) Test in Kanpur, followed 
hy another ten-wicket haul in an 
under-to Test at Rourktdu, Ineulentally 
all tlie lattei- two hauls wme apaiiisl 
Pakistan 13ut once he ^ets to the top of 
his run up thi; g'enial deriieanour ^ives 
way to a fier<;e sing;le-niindednes.s, the 
objective to claim tlie scalp in front 
Very recently, Zaidi turned in anothi'r 
brilliant performaiu;e—for UP's 
champion IJ 10 outfit versus Host of 



India in the? Chidambaram Trophy. The 
tall Zaidi extracted appreciable bounce on 
a placid Eden track to fire out gight 
batsmen in the first essay. A toe injury 
came to Rest 's rescue in the second 
innings, where the limping Zaidi picked 
up one wicket. Otherwise, yet another 
ten-wicket haul was there for the asking. 
Zaidi van scythe through the opposition, 
a very distinct plus in the Indian context. 

Zaidi, whose paternal grandfather was 
a Muslim w'ho ronverteci to Chi'isUanity 
(which explains the unusual 'Winston 
Zaidi'). took to the sport m right tiarnest 
on shifting' to Lueknow's Sjioi'ts College 
That was in 15386. 

lie caught the eye in age-group camps 
and in tlie 15)88-89 season, graduated 
from the state colts' li'vel to a junior 
International Zaidi hasn't looked back 
after the Karachi outing that .sc.i.son 

“I tiiiveu't eni-ountcred a more helj'tcl 
wicki't thanthconeat Kaiachi Tlieic 
was enough I'lu ciui ag'eniciit ti' go flat 
out, Zaidi recalls lucideiil,i’l>-. one 
Wacpir Younu.s. lociio arguablv. the 
world s niinitTii unopaceman. fe.itured 
in that ri\ .d XI 

Ke.ihsing that the> t'ould mould a 
winner t he MHF Pace Fouiid.it ion 
signed Zaidi last year .-\nd tli.it, tor the 
Dennis Lillee .ulmirer, was a dre.iiii come 
true 'Toactuall.v get tips from one's idol 
IS the mos' th.it anyone can hopi- for 
1 Ill trying to pcrlect Lillee s 
eut-.ind swing suggvstKms." Zaidi 
em)ihasiscs enthusiast icalh 

Perhaps the only area he needs to work 
on IS the outswmger "Yes, I bring the 
hall in more than I move it awav Hut. of 
late 1 ve liegun to pick up wickets with 
the swinger." Zaidi remarks 

And what is thesecr«'t belmid that 
phenomenal lift he generate.s'’'flie 
ubiquitous smile prev'odes the .inswei 
"U'risf ka kuamal hai it gets the ball to 
kick -• 

Perhaps it was iht' vvi't.st ka kanutl tliai 
heliH'd hull laktuill 'lie 8 wickets that fell 
on the 1st clay of the Kanji Trophy 
ejuarter final again.st Haryana at 
Faridabad Zaidi had the H.iryaiia team 
in all sorts of t rouble wlum In' claimed 
the first lour wu Lets in .> h ovoi's 
conceding just 22 runs 

interestingly, Zaidi lias also played 
.S(.)ccor at the national siib-jiiinoi' level 
And though lie may not now be a 
right -out on tlio foiittiall field, he 
certainly stands out on any cricket 
ground # 


L.P. Sahi 






even OUT 

THE 

BORDERS 

LLAN BORDER’S role as 
Australia’s only spin bcjwler 
for the third Test against 
the West Indies in Trinidad 
will have brought a wry 
grin to the face of Tony Lock 
of England. Suney, Ijeicestershire and 
Western Australia fame. 

In the late 1970s, when cricket's 
traditional values and virtues were under 
attack. Lock worked with missionary 
zeal among the secessionists of Western 
Australia, scanning the horizon for any 
young orthodox lefi-ai’m slow bowler he 
could imbue with the spirit of his craft. 

The canny and. by then, corpulent 
professional, who made an incalculable 
contribution to West Australian cricket, 
was enthused when he saw a young 
Border bowling at the nets during a visit 
to Perth by the New South Wales team. 

But Border, who had just been 
persuaded by former England 
international Barry Knight to leave the 
beach and pursue a career as a cricketer, 
wanted to be a batsman Nonetheless, 

Border pxilitely listened to the master and 
learned of his techniques and 
philosophy. 

Indeed, for the only time in his life, 

Border had a sore spinning finger —a 
revelation which greatly amuses Geoff 
Marsh, who rather irreverently refers to 
his skipper as a “hand spinner. ’’ 

Border, arguably the modern game’s 
most acc-omplished batsman against slow 
bowling, is embarrassed that at the age 
of 35 and in his 123rd Test match he has 
been chosen as a quasi all-rounder. At 
the same time, he has shown a boyish 
excitement at such a challenge and 
cursed louder than most when rain 
swamped the Queen’s Park Oval. 

He senses the change of status could 



“Maybe if I hadn't been 
captain over the last 
seven years I might have 
homed a lot more, 1 
really haven't put much 
thought into n/y howling 
but / woi'k hard at nets. ” 
...Allan Border 




Australian captain 
Allan Border is 
slowly coming into 
his own 

in a new dimension: 
that of an 
accomplished 
spinner. So 
much so, he sees 
himself as an 
allrounder in the 
future 

Australian team 
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prolong his Test career and he can first became apparent m 

envisage batting at No 6 behind Dean January 1989 when Bordgr returned the 

Jones and the Waugh twins as the startling match analysis of 11 for 96 in 

spin-bowling ail-rounder. ^ tjjg fourth Test of the Worreli Trophy 

‘ But I would have to bowl better, he series at the Sydney Cricket Ground, 
said. “After a while, people don t treat Even given the West Indians’ paranoia of 
you as a part time. Because you have to Sydney, it was an outstanding 

bowl more overs, you go for more runs achievement which overshadowed the 

At the moment, it I get hit 1 simply go exploits of the sp»ecialists, leg spinner 
oft ’' Trevor Holms (four for 118) and 

Border has always had a poor opinion or’-spinner Peter Taylor (three for 156). 

of his ability as a bowler and invariably “Maybe if I had n ’i been captain over the 

has to be cajoled into service by a last seven years I might have bowled a lot 

team-mate. In the second Test at more.” he said. “I really haven't put much 

Georgetown, Guyana, it was frustrated thought into my bowling but 1 work hard 

off-spinner Dean Jones who pestered at nets." 

Border to take on Desmond Haynes and Given that he has taken i 7 of his Test 

Richie Richardson as the West Indies wickets (at 18 76) in 2.3 games against 

total neared 300 for the loss of just one the West Indies, it is hardly surprising 

wicket. Border was disconcerted that t^at he laments the absence of a 

evening when, in a total of 532 for nine, right-arm leg-break bowler in this 

he hfltCi, to use his terin, the Quite Austrsli&n ps-rty 

ridiculous figures of five for 51. jn gt Vincent he watched admiringly 

At the moment it became clear to as Trinidad's Rajindra Dhanraj placed 

Border that he would have to play in ^ fog wares, including a sophisticated 
Tnnidad as the specialist spinner, It s a googly, before the Australians. “I reckon 
bit sad really. Under normal Dhanraj would be playing in this Test if 

circumstances, I would not hesitate in jjg an Australian. In mv mind, he’s 

using a spinner. But the fact is that the.se real quality." concluded Border, who is 
(West Indies) players don’t play me as seeking 10,000 runs and 50 wickets in 

well as they do the off-spinners.” fpegt cricket. 
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“Winning tournaments 
is not something that 
I’m thinking about right 
now. It puts a little too 
much pressure on me. 
Being No. 1 is something 
I don’t see me wanting 
until I’m 24 or 
25 - World No 4 A ndiv 

Agassi, age 20. 


B obby riggs 

has an urgent 
message for 
Andre Agassi: 
Come see me and listen 
to me, and you’ll 
unquestionably be the 
world’s best player and 
not j usl one of the best 
“If 1 could sit down 
and talk with him and 
give him my theory of 
airtight tennis and how 
not to play points so 
loose at different times 
in a match and everying. 


“Where’S 

andrE?” 



Old time hustler and champion Bobby Riggs 
doesn^t mince words. “Come see me and you*Il be the 
world^s best player” is his message to Andre Agassi 






it would help him a lot,” 
says Riggs who won all 
three Wimbledon titles 
on his first try 52 years 
ago. “Andre gets a little 
loose on some shots. He 
gets a little lax. His 
concentration strays at 
times.” 

Riggs, far better 
known for his celebrated 
1973 “Battle of the 
Sexes" Houston 
Astrodome loss to 
feminist Billie Jean 
King than his prime 
time triumphs, also 
thinks, Agassi, his 
favourite player, needs 
an attitude change. “1 
don’t know whether 
Andre can ever get it 
because he’s made so 
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ARTINA NAVRATILOVA, 
tellizig' BapTry Wood of Tennis World 
that me arrog:anoe and anarchy 
damaging men’s tennis is creeping 
into the women’s game, too: “Phfyers 
are spoiled rotten, and there are those 
who haven’t won tournaments who 
are dictating to the promoters about 
when th^ should start playing' atnd 
what they need and the order of play. 
At one event (an exhibition in Essen, 
where several injured players were 
replaced by others) tiiey were trsring 
to get a junior to play, but she found 
out she wasn’t going to be on TV so 
she didn’t come. She wasn’t even 
ranked in the top 100 and had never 
played these top players, and they’re 
making these demands...The 
mentanty has changed a lot, and these 
players are like nrima-4onnas. They 
walk around as if they own the world, 
and they haven’t won a thing.” 










Mac'* tampar It like smoking: a bad habit 






A ndre AGASSI’S frenzied television 
commercials blare and glare at you. 

In a bizarre new oomercial for Perrier 
mineral water, John McEnroe doesn’t rage, 
but ages 30 years. 


McEnroe, 32. posed aa a 60>Srear-oid tennis 
player^playing himself in the 4S-seoond 
advertisement that was filmed in London and 
aired on French television in March. 

The aged Mac sported a headband and tennis 
shirt, and a four-hour make-up ^ssion gave 
him a lined face, sagging chin and (even more) 
receding hairline. 

M artina Navratilova has left Judy 

Nelson, her attractive, blond housemate 
and constant companion for the past gevea 
years. And the break-up apparently wasn’t 
amicable. 

Nelson, who gave up her wealthy doctor 
husband for Navratilova, has lodg^ a 
paUmony claim for $5 million, reports Terry 
Smith of Australia’s Daily Mirror. 

I MAGINE musctilar, 6' 3", 230-pound 
heavyweight contender Donovan “Razor” 
Ruddock whacking tennis balls instead of 
fighters’ heads. It could have happened 
because boxing was only Ruddock’s second 
choice as a sport. Tennis was his first. 

"I used to play like from 9 O’clock in the 
morning to 11 O’clock at night. That’s how 
much I wanted to be good at tennis,” 
Jamaican-bom and Canadian resident 
Ruddock told CNN-TV Sports before losing on 
a seventh-round knockout to Mike ’Tyson. 

“But the reason I was out of teiuiis is because 
I just couldn’t maintain it. It was too 
expensive. So 1 had to go to a different sport. 

So that’s the reason why I’m in boxing,” 
revealed Ruddock. 

J OHN McENROE, older, wiser and even 
repentant these days, discussed a wide 
range of issues in a CSiicago San-TimeB profile 
byLenZiehm. 

On his on-court tantrums: “It’s like smoking 
cigarettes—^a lousy, stinking habit. I have no 
excuses, and I don’t try to rationalize it. It 
breaks my concentration, and costs me. ” 

On how he’d like to change teimis: ’T would 
break the trend in American tournaments. 
Tennis is not as strong in America as it is in 
Europe or Japan. New York lost the Masters. 
Our U.S. Open is the worst of the four Grand 
Slams. It should be the best.” 

On sports comebacks: “George Foreman is 
coming back to fight a bunch of stiffb. Bjorn 
Borg might be able to beat a nobody in the first 
round, but I don’t think he can win a 
tournament again. It amazes me that people 
want to see th^.” 

On his retirement plans: "I don’t know when, 
but I wont be playing too much longer.” 










Agassi and Becker: friends and foes 


much money already 
and he’s going to make 
so much more no matter 
what he does anyway,” 
says Riggs. “These guys 
like Sampras (who got $ 
2 miUion for winning 
the Grand Slam Cup) 
and him, these young 
stars, ore making so 
much. They don’t really 
have all that incentive, 
you see. The guy’s 
already got more money 
than he ever dreamed 
(was) possible.” 

What Andre, now 20 
and in his fifth year on 
the pro tour, hasn’t got 
is a Grand Slam title. He 
inezctisably skips 
Wimbledon—“WHERE’S 
ANDRE?" T-shirts are 
big sellers—and the 
Australian Open 


annually, and last year 
suffered disastrous 
upset defeats in the 
finals of the French and 
U.S. Opens. 

Riggs, the zany 
hustler who won large 
sums betting he could 
beat people while he was 
tied to elephants and 
donkeys, enjosm 
Agassi’s 
happy-go-lucky, 
carefree brand of 
showmanship. “He gets 
a kick out of wearing an 
earring and a beard and 
the long ha.r and the 
orange undarshorts and 
all that bullshit he goes 
through. It’s colourful. 
The guy is a crowd 
pleaser, let’s face it.” 

But Riggs, the 
relentless, resourcefid 


competitor who still 
wins Super Senior 
tournaments at 73, 
cringes when Agassi, 
after falling behind in a 
match, visibly stops 
trying instead of 
digging in and really 
fighting it out. “My 
main objection is that 
Andre doesn’t care 
whether he wins or loses. 
See, I don’t like happy 
losers. Every great, 
great champion cannot 
stand losing” stresses 
Riggs, growing more 
animated. “They hate 
losing! It really hurts 
them bad deep down 
inside. Look at how 
tough it was for Connors 
to lose. Gonzales, 

Segura, RosewaU, 

Laver, even Lendl now. 


’They had great heart. 
They hated losing. 
They’re not happy 
losers.’] , 

Still, Riggs predicts 
that Mr “Image Is 
Everything”—the 
unquestioned tennis 
king of endorsement 
commercials—will 
capture the French Open 
in June. “He’s got the 
talent, he’s got the 
game,” praises Riggs. 
“He should go all the 
way. It's just a question 
of what his goal is. Does 
he want to have fun, 
play a few tournaments 
and make all the money? 
Or does he want to be the 
best player in the world? 
It’s up to him.” 

Paul Fein 




NATIONAL CHESS 


TEACUP 


The championship was held in a hamlet quite some distance 
away from Pondicherry which made commuting difficult. 
The lodging facilities were poor. And a revolt by five star 
players led to a truncated meet. Devangshu Dutta reports 


I NTERNATIONAL Master 
Devaki Prasad (Karnataka) 
retained t.he National Chess 
Championship by winning the 
trouble ridden National A' 
recently at Pondiclierry Prasad 
scored h'. .’ p<jints from a possible 


13 to tie with IM Pravin Thipsay 
(Maharashtra) and he pipped 
Thipsay on the tiebreak. 

These two were followed by 
newcomer P Koiiguvel (TN). IM 
Niraj Mishra (Bihar), P D S 
Girinath (A.P.), and debutant G B 


D. Prasad: sweet victory in the championships 






Prakash(T.N ) in the standings. 

The first sign of trouble in the 
offing was topseed Grandmaster 
Dibyendu Barua’s withdrawal at 
the 11th hour citing tiredness. 
Barua was replaced by C S. 
Sridhar. but this was naturally a 
disappointment to the fans of the 
Union Territory Then the meet 
was delayed when all 20 
participants protested about the 
lodging arrangements Ixifoi-c the 
first round. 

The basic problem here was that 
the meet was being played at the 
hamlet of Lingareclipalayam some 
20 krn from Pondi town where the 
players were being lodged The 
prospect of travelling to and fro 
several times a day was obviously 
not rebshed by anyone. 

Eventually the organisers 
agreed to provide alternative 
accommodation near the venue to 
the players and after the draw, the 
first round commenced. 

Five players~all IMs, all strong 
contenders for the top spots and 
all senior respected citizens failed 
to turn up and forfeited their first 
round games. Raja Ravisekhar 
(T.N.), K. Murugan (T.N.), Ravi 
Hegde (Maharashtra), T.N, 
Pararaeswaran (T.N.) and Sekhar 
Sahu (Orissa) all felt that 
commuting was impossible. Also, 
staying in Lingaredipalayam was 
difficult because of food and other 
problems. 




Well, they were scratched, but 
further problems now arose. It 
would be manifestly unfair to 
those who had played the first 
round to restart the championship 
having annulled the first round 
results. It would also lead to great 
colour imbalances if the 
championship was played with 
five byes in each round. 

Colour imbalances, i.e. an 
unequal number of whites and 
blacks are taken very seriously by 
pros because white generally 
scores around 57% success in 
competitive games. A second 
players’ meeting apparently 
generated a great deal of heat, but 
ultimately the first round results 
were allowed to stand and colour 
problems were accepted as a 
necessary evil by the participants 

There is howevei- a furthei' 
complication becau-sc Fide could 
well declare the National 
championship null and void 
because of this very problem It is 
quite possible that the live players 
could appeal to Fide 1 hat the 
national championship was 
illegal 11 is also possible that i,he 
AICF may take punitive action 
against these five for 
withdrawing after the first round 
was played Right nt)w the Indian 
chess community is clearly 
divided on this issue. 

The next minor problem arose 
when Anup lieshmukh 
(Maharashtra), the national 
Under-25 champion pulled out 
after 4 rounds citing medical 
reasons. To be exact he pr od need a 
certificate stating that he could 
not take the strain of commuting. 
By the way half the players had 
opted to stay in Pondicherry and 
the other half had shifted to 
Lingared'palayam. 

So now there were six byes per 
round and four games being 
played. The championship 
continued with Girinath taking 
an early lead. He was stopped by 
Konguvel and then Pr^ad took 
over. A ding dong battle ensued 
between Prasad and Thipsay 
Finally Thipsay needed to beat 
Prakash in the last round to pick 
up the title. 

Prakash held the draw and so 
people started counting up 



tiebreak scores. The decisive game 
fittingly for such a farcical 
tourney proved to be the matc h 
between backmarkers C.S. Uniii 
and S. Ganosan. 

Tiebreaks in a round robin arc 
the sum of beaten opponents 


It is quite possible that the five 
plavers wno forfeited their first 



players who forfeited their first 
round aames coutd appeal to 
Fide that the national 
championship was illegal. It is 
also possible that the AiCF may 
take punitive action against 
these five for withdrawing after 
thefirst round was played. Right 
now, the Indian chess 
community is clearty divided 
over the Issue. 


sc-ores added to half the sum of 
opponents one has drawn with. 
Thip.say had beaten Unni. so if 
Unni beat Ganesan. his ticbreaJc 
score would exceed Prasad's. Unni 
achieved a winning set up but 
then he blundered to hand 
Ganesan the point and Prasad the 
championship. 

I'here is a pretty good chance 
that this is not the end of the saga. 
Undoubted ly the AICF’ will have to 
exhibit Solomon’s judgement to 
ensure tliat further complications 
do not result and the game docs 
not suffer. A pity really that this 
had to happen as this had the 
makings of a very gocxl 
championship with a fine blend of 
veterans and debutants. # 









mEST INDIAN fast 
Wm bowler, Ian Bishop 
is awaiting medical 
reports to decide if he is 
fit enough for the West 
Indies cricket tour of 
England, starting next 
month. 

A newspaper report 
said that Bishop was 
diagnosed as having a 
stress fracture of the 
spine. The ipjury has 
kept him out of the 
current series against 
A ustralia and he has not 
bowled in a match since 
January. 

He firmly beheves that 
he can come back to bowl 
again and has recei ved a 
lot of encouragement 
from Australian 
bowlers, Bruce Reid and 
Mike Whitney. Both of 
them have overcome 
similar injuries to forc^ 
their way back into 
international cricket. 



Interesting snippets from the 


world media that we normally don’t 


get to hear about... 


Ian Bishop suffered a 
stress fracture of the 
spine and is desperate to 
make it back to the West 
Indies side 

International Squash 
Players’ Association 
(ISPA) at its annual 
meeting in London 
recently. 

His election to the post 
came as no surprise 
since he was the only 
nomination for the post. 
Earlier in the season, 
the 28-year-old 
Pakistani squash player 
was in dispute with 
ISPA after it fined him 
£500 and awarded a zero 
ranking score for his 
late withdrawal for 
health reasons from the 
World Open. 

Jahangir Khan has 
also been a central 
figure in the growing 
animosity between 
Pakistani and 
Australian players on 
the circuit this season. 

“Perhaps it will be 
good to have a Pakistani 
on the ISPA board so 
that we can try to 
resolve the problem 
before it gets out of 
hand,” he said. “It is not 
good for squash to have 
all these arguments." 

With him on the board 
is Australian, Chris 
Dittmar the president, 
who also stood 
unopposed for the post. 

JESUS CHRIST, VIV! 


Archbishop 

ilAnthony Pantin, 
head of Trinidad and 
Tobagro’s Catholic 
church, accused the 
West Indies Test 
cricketers of bad 
sportsmanship He was 
referring to the 
controversial dismissal 
of Dean Jones during 
the second Test. 

Pantin, in a letter 

























which appeared in 
Trinidad newspapers, 
said, “I was appalled 
that the West Indies 
captain, Viv Richards, 
did not recall Dean 
Jones”. He went on to 
say, “The umpire had 
m^e an unfortunate 
mistake... .but whatever 
the case, Richards could 
have resolved 
everything by recalling 
Dean Jones.” 


THROW INTO THE DEEP END 


T OP class American 
swimmers in college 
are in a bit of a jam. A 
new rule by the (NCAA) 
has made it virtually 
necessary for them to 
quit college in order to 
attend practice. As a 
result of this, a mass 
exodus is taking place 
from colleges to practice 
pools. One of the 
swimmers to suffer is 
three time world record 
holder Janet Evans. 

Evans has chucked up 
a promising academic 
stint with Stanford 
University in order to 
put in the required 
amount of training. She 
will be selected on the 
basis of this and her 
timings for the ’92 
Olympics. 

“Isn’t it sad for 
someone who is as 
excellent a student as 
Janet Evans has to quit 
coUege to pursue her 
dream? Mark Schubert, 
coach of the Texas 
women’s team said, “I 
think it borders on 
criminal.’’ 

Evans along with 
Texmessee’s Melvin 
Stewart announced that 
they were leaving school 
to prepare for the 
Barcelona and both 
blamed the new rule. 

But Jim Marchlony of 
the NCAA defended the 
new rule saying that Its 
content was being 


misinerpreted. “That 
limit refers to the 
amount of time that a 
coach can require a 

Jahanair Khan was 
eiectea chairman of 
ISPA. This should help 
him resolve a lot of 
problems faced by his 
countrymen 


Sri Lanka’s Sports 
Minister, Nanda 
Mathew comes across as 
an ardent supporter of 
that fad. The honourable 
minister has admitted 
leaking a controversial 
report on Sri Lanka’s 
cricket tour of New 
Zealand to a government 


page coverage to the 
report and this resulted 
inParanathala 
resigning from the 
executive committee of 
the Board of Control for 
Cricket in Sri Lanka 
(BCCSL). 

ParanathaJa said that 
the BCCSL rules were 



student athlete to 
participate in his or her 
sport. Swimmers can 
voluntarily practise as 
many hours as they 
want.” 

There’s got to be a 
catch somewhere. 


■nr? 


I N an age of leaking 
question papers and 
marksheets in college. 


run newspaper. 

Mathew released 
manager Stanley 
Jayasinghe’s report, 
which slammed 
assistant manager 
Jayantha Paranathala 
and captain Arjuna 
Ranatunga for their 
behaviour during the 
two-month tour. The 
state run Sunday 
Observer gave front 




violated when the report 
was leaked; he also cited 
double standards’ in the 
move to dispose him. 

But Mathew defended 
his actions in true 
ministerial fashion 
saying, “It was I who 
released the manager 's 
report to the Press. I 
have the right to do so 1 
have a duty to the public 
who are eager to know 
what is taking plaoe.” • 


















ICK FALDO’S three iron shot in the 
H . 1 I first play-off in the 1989 Masters at 
i i I Augusta National was the most 
& I iniportant among his 2,022 shots he 
had played at the course to win the 
Green Blazar. It was a major 
breakthrough; Faldo had become the first Briton 
to win the Masters. And that one particular shot 
enabled him a chance to repeat the feat. Yes the 
Briton was on the verge of creating history, 
which the legendary Jack Nicklaus missed by a 
whisker. 

Earlier in 1988, the golden haired Sandy Lyle, 
who claims to be the hardest hitter in the world, 
will remember that his seven iron on the 18th 
bunker in the final round changed the whole 
scene. The Scottish went on to win the British 
Open in 1985. 

And what about Welshman,Ian Woosnam? He 
must have been frustrated in his three 
appearances at Georgia, venue of the Masters. 

His maiden attempt in 1988 culminated in a low 
key; he was on the guillotine list. The next two 
years he finished 14th and 13th respectively It 
seemed that for Woosnam time was running out. 
He is yet to win a major in his seventeen years in 
the money race. 

But this season has been very eventful for 
Woosnam. He’s on felt when c’ompared to Sandy 
Lyle and Faldo in matters of money. In fact, he is 
in a strong position to be European number one. 
Although Europe’s professionals have felt the 
pinch of the Gulf War with as much as $1.92 
million being lost because three tournaments had 
been scrapped. Yet everything is not lost, the 
total prize money has been enhanced and 
Woosnam has made the best use of his playi,ng 
prowess in this circuit to laugh all the way to his 
bank. He has already notched up a marvellous 
record in Europe. Out of seventeen events he’s 
won five .finished second in four, and has pocketed 


CRAZY 

GOLF! 


$ 478,688. Quite remarkable, especially when 
he’s yet to triumph in a major championship. 

In fact, Welshman Woosnam has been putting 
much better these days: “I don’t feel I’ve got to 



Without a single major 
triumph Ian Woosnam leads 
the computer rankings. The 
best golfer Nick Faldo is 
rated number three. And Sev 
Ballesteros may not find a 

K lace in the Europe team for 
e Ryder Cup. The golf world 
has gone topsy-turvy 










Top golfer Nick Faldo 



Sev Ballesteros coming out of the bunker during 
the 1980 British Open 

knock every iron shot really close to get a 
birdie... it’s nice to be in such a strong position, 
because it’s happened almost by accident. ” 

But in spite of Woosnam’s successes, the fact 
cannot be ruled out that Faldo and Jose Maria 
Olazabal are menacing in the race to grab the 
larger chunks offered as prize money. Spain’s 
Olazabal this season has been perfoi’ming 
consistently. His play through the greens was 
brilliant which should stand him in good stead in 
the forthcoming majors. But Olazabal has to find 
the remedy to his indifferent putting, if he is to 
win his first major. However, his feats this year 
have been three wins in Europe and one in the 
United States. He’s a brilliant winner and 
Europe’s Ryder Cup non-playing captain Tony 
Jacklin strongly feels Olazabal will make an 
“imminent breakthrough”. At least the Spaniard 
is one up against Woosnam where age is 
concerned. But undoubtedly the biggest obstacle 
is Nick Faldo. He casts an awesome shadow. As a 
consolation Woosnam is merely a “phenomenally 
consistent money-maker.” 

And would you believe that at the time of going 
to press Woosnam teed off in the 55th editiOxi of 
the Master as the number one golfer in the world. 
Hard to believe isn’t it*?^The Welshman moved up 
the pedestal on the Sony World rankings, 
whereas Nick Faldo trailed Olazabal. But Faldo’s 
peers still rank him the best in the world. His 
fans think the formula (of rankings) seems 
grossly inaccurate especially when Faldo has 
already won four majors; two British Opens and 
two Masters. And still he’s number throe. 

Besides talk of money and rankings, the pros 
m Europe this season are far more 
enthusiastic—and more serious on putting up 
their best performance so that they find a place in 
the Europe Ryder cup team to face the USA at 
South Carolina,come September. A prestigeous 
fight, for it will be Europe's defence of the Ryder 
cup title. In this case the fees for vrinning is 
meaningless to them in one sense. To them its 
just glory. Nothing but glory over the Americans 
whose domination over the past few years has 
received a big jolt. 

For a place in the European team of the Ryder 
Cup the Volvo Order of Merit will decide the 
twelve golfers who will participate across the 
Atlantic. But then,there is the other side of the 
story. Suppose Spaniard Seve Ballesteros is not 
among the dozen highest earners when the team 
is finalised in August, what then? Certainly there 
will be a hue and cry if Europe’s hero over a 
decade is sidelined. Well, he can only blame 
himself for his abominable form last year, of 
course unless he shows his merit now. Last 
season, Seve had won only one title and the rest of 
the money came as appearance fees. 

A CorrmpomlMt 
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THE GRAND NATIONA 


•AMi iif- 


^-*W» ,v 


FROM THE 
POINT OF 
NO RETURN 


S EAGRAM, the 
New Zealand-bred 
hero of the 
Grand National, 
may now attempt to 
become the only horse, 
apart from Red Rum in 
1974, to complete the 
double of the world’s 
greatest steeplechase 
and \.he Scottish 
National in the same 
year. 

“He definitely won't go 
for the Whitbread Gold 
Cup,” said the winning 
trainer, David Barons. 
“He’s going to be sent up 
to Ayr to take part in the 
parade and there’6 a 


By winning the 

Grand National, Seagram mad© * 
histoiy. In 1988 he broke 
down so badly that his forelegs 
required carbon-fibre 
implants and in 1991 Seagram 
leapt his way to stardom 


good chance that he 
could take part in the 
race.” 

The prestige of the 
nation’s greatest 
sporting spectacle had 
never stood higher. 

Apart from the possible 
exception of 1975, when 
the dual Cheltenham 
Gold Cup, winner 
L’Escargot beat Red 
Rum, this was the 
highest class National 
since the war. 

After all, Seagram 
won the Ritz Club 
National Hunt Handicap 
chase at Cheltenham by 
four lengths, and 
Garrison Savannah, the 
five lengths runner-up 
with 11st 11b on his 
back, was a “Gold Cup” 
winner. 

In the past three years 
118 runners have taken 
part in the National, of 
which 24 have fallen. On 
Saturday an 
extraordinary 35 of 40 
runners were still on 
their feet at the Water 
Jump. At the finish, 
seven had fallen or 


unseated their riders. 
The remaining ten were 
pulled up or refused. 

Despite the fact that 
he was tackling the 
National for the first 
time, 25-year-old Nigel 
Hawke’s showjumping 
and point-to-pointing 
experience in Cornwall 
had helped to develop an 
intuitive understanding 
of horses and a keen 
racing’brain. 

Seagram, well back 
in the early stages of the 
race, started to make 
significant ground 
racing out into the 
country on the final 
circuit. “He wasn’t 
eiyoying himself at 
first,” said Hawke. “He 
jumped the first few 
fences so big that he was 
scaring himself and I 
had to take a puU. I’d 
wanted to go down the 
inside rail, but I cotildn’t 
because 1 had to give 
him room to look at his 
fences.” 

The moment of truth, 
which eventually 
decided the fate of the 














1991 National, was as 
the field raced towards 
the largest obstacle on 
the course, “The Chair.” 
“He took a big stride 
from a long, long way 
away and landed full of 
running. From then on 
it wasjust like another 


home better than 
Garrison Savannah,” 

At the post the elated 
winning jockey punched 
the air in triumph, but 
for Mark Rtman, who, 
like his father, Richard, 
on Crisp eight years 
earlier, had seen 



Seagram hung back 

race, Cheltenham or 
anywhere, and I could 
ride him on a lovely, 
long rein. The further 
we went the more he 
came on the bridle. I 
honestly think that it 
was because I’d had to 
take a pull m the early 
stages that he came 


and tackled every jump 

apparently certain 
victory snatched from 
his grasp in the final 
strides, it must have 
been a bitter moment 
The pain is not new, 
but that makes it no 
easier to bear Mark 
Pitman learnt on 
Saturday how his father 
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and quite a few others 
have felt at 
Aintree— when the 
cruellest 494 yards in 
sport enabled Seagram 
to rob him and Garrison 
Savannah of the 145th 
Grand National. 

They had richly 
deserved to win and, 
landing clear, 
apparently full of 
running on the flat, 
looked poised to do so. 
The name Garrison 
Savannah seemed to be 
carved securely up 
alongside Gkilden 
Miller's on 

Steeplechasing’s all-time 
Roll of Honour. 

The 1934 Gdld 
Cup-Grand National 
winner would certainly 
not have been ashamed 
of the Aching, fearless 
leap with which his 
would-be successor 
skimmed the 
second-last. For 
Seagram, floundering 
under pressure, it 
looked a last decisive 
blow. 

However, hard he tries 
and however many 
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Brechers Brook. The 
most difficuK jump in 
ths Grand National 
which usually tears the 

heart out of ajumper 

famous victories he 
achieves. I’m afraid 
Mark Pitman will never 
forgret what happened 
next. You never can. 

One moment you and 
your horse are united in 
time.a winning team. The 
next, without any 
warning, the Ught is 
out, the rhythm 
gone—and there is 
nothing you can do but 
pray. 

Garrison Savannah 
was nowhere near as 
exhausted as the 
Richard Rtman ridden 
Crispin 1973, but 
suddenly passing the 
Elbow, all the power and 
drive were gone from his 
stride. At the same 
moment, as though 
somehow strength was 
being stolen from tne 
big bay horse and given 
to the little chestnut, 
Seagram seemed to fly. 

Of course, he did no 
such thing. No horse 
flies after four miles of 
jumping big fences on 
lifeless ground. But 
compared with poor 
weary Garrison 
Savannah, “fly” is no 
great exaggeration. 
Seagram covered the 
last furlong so much 
faster than his opponent 
that, from six lengths 
behind, he finished an 
amazing five in front. 

The 145th National 
was over and Seagram 
had made history. He 
had come back fri)m the 
point of no return back 
in 1988 when he broke 
down so badly, his 
forelegs required 
carbon-fibre implants. 
Trainer David Baron 
had ntxraed him back, 
put him on his feet and 
Seagram leapt his way 
to stardom. # 
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I wasn’t mature enough to deal 
with the fact that hey. maybe I 
can do something else. As 
opposed to being an adult, I 
decided to search for a 
substitute. I’ve always been one 
who has been rather stubborn 
and did things the way I wanted 
to do them. So i resorted to 
drugs and alchohol. So 
occasslonally I did cocaine. I’m 
not trying to Justify what I did. it 
was wrong. It was childish. It 
was stupid. I’il be the first one to 
admit thfrt. 

SUGAR BAY LEONARD, that he 
took to drugs and liquor, from 
'83-86 to escape from the 
frustration that had got to him when 
he was forced to give up boxing 
after an eye operation. 




I am going to have to go Into 
the locker room and say sorry 
to these guys. When I saw the 
article I went berserk because It 
is going to cause me 
considerable embarrassment. I 
have been stitched up. 

NICK FALDO, denies the 
allegations that were attributed to 
him, in which he had passed 
scathing comments on his fellow 
professionals. 
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t all happened on Priyanka's way home 


from school. .Suddenly a red car .stopped and 
pulled her in. And then she was in a dim 
candle lit room. She could hear animals 
growling. "Oh my, they sound like hungry 
lions" she thought. 

The worried Choudharys receive a call 
^ at 8 p.m. "Do you want to see your 
\ daughter alive? On Sunday, 11.45 a.m.. 









4)ring Rs. 2,50,o00 to the circus. And wear 
a white suit," the villain roared hoarsely. 
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FRIDAY: "Two days, in fact less than 
that," calculated Vipul. Idea! 







'Why don't we check the place?' "Hey, 
let's go on our BSA SLRs", added Ralph. 

P 'itch dark ahead. A bump. A 
rake. The Secret Seekers pedal 
fiously on their BSA SLRs. 

Suddenly,approaching footsteps. 

"Quick, hide behind the wall" 
warned Pooja. "(]ome Sunday, 2,50,000 will be 
ours or else..." came the growling voice. And 
then, loud laughter. As the Secret Seekers came 
out of hiding they found a handkerchief with 
the letter 'J' on it. "Let's go. This could be the 
clue!' And they set on their BSA SLRs. 

SATURDAY: "I , whose hanky could 
this be and what's the connection? Will 
it lead us to Priyanka?* wondered Vipul. ' 



d The 


C 


Secret Seekers saw a kerchief falling from the 
air. The same 'J' as on the kerchief found on 
Friday night. 

The Secret Seekers shouted "Choudhary 
V Uncle, do you see what we see? Quick, 

—call the police. Go on your BSA SLR. 
jjjrw Ask Inspector Uncle to come..." 

The crook and his gang were caught, 
And Priyanka rescued. Thanks to Friday 
night's cycling trip on their BSA SLRs, 
when they found the vital clue that cV 'W 


when they found the vital 

C led to the cr(X)k. 

Do you know him? 


SUNDAY: A nervous Mr. (Ihoudhary 
did the needful... white suit with 
Rs. 2,50,0(X). In crisp l(K)s. I'he ('ircus 
show began. Came the trapeze artistes and 
the joker with his funny tricks. Suddenly, the 
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( riHiJt will’ll you ii’tiil 


7 Ilf S1y\l<'ry iij the Miiii Viiwin'ii li Si) 
loiii; I hippy t ('(liiiy mi emir IISA Sl.Ks. 









BSA SLR 












Sfarodouaw* 
lleldisouaeVoouldlw ft 
oyiito*»cy«luft*tonof 
ltopliy«k)ftl 
Intiinlilftttffn RBimnwli 
Kxiduift& mofttara on 
oouriAb.buttfais 
flddmoufittbaa teeth, 
heoftuM, fftoe it, no<one 
gete to No. 23 fay virtue 
w being a whop. 

Wagrbftfdcin 1981 at 
the tropes., Kriahnanao 
btfUddladJdbn 
MB&nroe in their 
quarter final, that at one 
juncture he waa two 
pointaavrayfrom 
regieteringa 
two-eeta-to^love lead. 
McEnroe subaequently 
took the match and 
when queationed on hia 
discomfiture, quipped, 

"I went to ale^ waiting 
for hia serve”. Mac waa 
hardly being cruel, he 


ramazeiiyinhiB 
iwauhtlei^le 
tBoognising the variant 

pcaad with hia tunwual 
stylectfplay. 

In fact the more one 
watdies Kiiahnan. the 
more the label 
*anynh'wni«t k*' 
fit.Inftneraof 
8ft+monstere who do 
ait-upa at the breakfast 
table and eat dumbeUa 
for dinner, not to 
mention firing 
torpedoes on court, the s 
ft 7 in almost dain^ 
built Indian seems a 
miafit. It’s aa if at the 
banquet table of tennis 
gifts, whileeveryone 
chose power, athletidiBm 
andmusde, w^riiihium 
chose grace, timing and 
touch. All (tfwfaicih 
makes him both dUIiouIt 


the best 



to play and ihadutely 
sensBtianaito widoh. 
Could thne be aayOdi^ 
quite ao wandmfolaa 
watching Omwn 
Ivanisevic belting down 
a serve, pounding to Ihe 
netcmlytoflnd 
Krishnan move twofoet 
and caress tibs ball just 
thatlndhcmtorrsach. It 
makes pliQrers wonder 
and qwctstors too, for 
height and muecdebe 

pLayer few will forget. 

Inhie 16 th year on the 
drcult, KriShnan'abod^ 
ia beginning to 
gradcudiy Shut shop, Ids 
game, equally 
gradually, beginxiing to 
lose its effectivenesB. His 
longevity cm thedrouit 
have given him the 
opportuni^toplay 
ag«lnct,meeti^ 
understand the 
strengtheand 
weakneeeee of the 
world’s greatest players. 
And that was just one of 
thetoidoeihthe 
fireewheding 
oonversatian ROMfT 
MJMTN had widti him. 

Would you agree that 
thsTcq) 5 players today 
do not oompare really to 
McEnroe, Borg and 
Connors at their peak? 
yes, I would say so. 

A lot of people esy this 
is bscause thsTop 50 
standard W higher, so 
theoompatitionis 
stiffer. 

Well that may be, but 
obuaipiODsalmyBbMVB 
that little bit extra 
So what’s happened? 

I £hink aometUnss it 
could be oonneotsd to 
maldng so much money 
aoymatg. Doss that 
diMDg 9 thdrUAttyh, 
are they less prspuedf 
What shout Becher? 
yssBeokerhss 
mentallythatlittiebit 
extra. Hbb a big 
oooaMkm player 
Bte moves really fast 







for a big man. 

Quite a lot of Mg’guys 
move fast. But he's not 
as quick as Connors or 
Borg. You oouJd never 
catch Connors off 
balance. He had the best 
footwork. Even on grass 
he gave you no chance to 
come up. 

Talking about speed, 
what about McEnroe, he 
doesn’t look good 
enough to win a Grand 
Slam. 

Well for 4-5 years he 
hasn’t played on a 
consistent basis. He’s 
confused, whether to 
give it 100% or quit. He’s 
been contradicting 
himself long enough. He 
won’t prepare, then he'll 
lose to a nobody, then 
he’ll get mad. He’s 
playing these mind 
games. And he’s older, 
his shoulder’s hurting, 


RamMhwith 
daughter Gayatri 

and then you start to 
lose your mental 
toughness. 

TOen he was young 
he was match sharp, 
because he played a lot. 
of doubles. 

Nothing seems to stop 
Coimors though! 

Oh yea, he continues 
to amaze me. 

Did you know he’s 
going to coach Mimter? 

7 heard something like 
that. Seems a strange 
combination 

Well, they’re both 
animals (style). 

(laughs) Yes, but 
coaching is more about 
psycholo^and 
communicating. They 
make an odd couple. 

Why do you think 


Connors keeps pla3nng? 

It's tough adjusting to 
life after tennis and he 
wants to prolong his life 
on center stage which be 
loves. I think he 
mentally jDompromised 
that he would be able to 
play and live without 
beingNo. 1. Idon’t 
think Borg and 
McEnroe could do 
that. 

But who was the best 
of that lot?.... 

Borg. Statistically it’s 
clear. They said be 
couldn't play on grass 
and he came and won 
Wimbledon five times. 
McEnroe played in 
spurts. He came close to 
winning five successive 
Wimbl^ons. He won in 
1981,1983,1984and 
lost two finals in 1980 
and 1982, butbedidnt. 
Look at it this way: if 













Bor^ and McEnroe 
played on graaa it would 
be a cbxe matdb; if they 
played on day it would 
not be. 

How do you fit in on 
thfidrouit? 

Well, you feel a little 
left out. Because the 
Swedes are with each 
other, theAmerioans 
group together and for 
me it's dBficult because 
there aren’t any Indians. 


'*TlMT(llMoliMr 
pros) odnlr* my 
■meetti stroUap. My 


it owlnvard to ploy 
Jliid limy kid mi 
IkotwimBil'skoll 
loohMoeol*' 


Perhaps also because 
you’re introverted. 

I guess so. 

^t how does it feel in 
the locker room because 
now you’re playing guys 
who are 10-13 years 
younger than you? 

It's not so bad. It’s 
nice. It makes me think 
younger. 

How do they look at 
your game, what do they 
think of you? 


Well Tve sort of picked 
up some feedback here 
and there over theyeare. 
They admire my smooth 
stroking. My calmness. 
Seeweareatan 
advantt^ because we 
understand them better 
than they understand 
us. We give the 
impreasion that nothing 
bothers us. They find it 
awkward to play me, 
and they kid me when 


Watching Lmnder play during the DavlaCup 









it’sbot because I look BO 
co(d. 

One obvious question 
is, what happens to 
Lendl at Wimbledon? 

Well every year he's 
favourite, and he’s never 
really that far. so it 
won % be a surprise if he 
wins it. Perhaps he has a 
mental problem 
believing he can win it. 
He gets 80 close, 
especially that 1989 


semi final against 
Becker. ..but there’s 
always that small slip 
between the cup and the 
lip. You know in 1982, 
the year he didn't play 
and said ‘grass is for the 
cows’, that was one of 
the weakest 
Wimbledons—Mayotte 
and Edmonson were in 
the semi finals. So 
maybe he should have 
played—perhaps now 


the Oods of Wimbledon 
are coming back to 
haunt him. 

Lendl never ^ms to 
perform that well in the 
last match. For instance 
against Cash at 
Wimbledon 1987he 
didn’t win apoint on 
Cash'sservein the 
second set. Connors, 
McEnroe and Becker 
however play their best 
on the day. Like 
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Becker in Australia tb^ 
year. You know Connors 
once said that Lendl 
became No. i bydMkult 
Connors himself had got 
old, McEnroe was in 
trouble and taking 
breaks from the game 
and Borg had retired. 

But Lendl won seven 
Grand Slam titles. 

7!rue, he made best use 
of it. But lock who he 
beat—Pernfors at the 
French (1986) and then 
Mecir, Grst at the US 
Open(1986), then in 
Australia (1989). 
McEnroe gave him the 
French in 1984. and at 
the US Open (1985) 
McEnroe was dead after 
playing a gruelling five 
set semi-Gnal against 
Connors the previous 
day. I cannot remember 
Lendl playing an 
outstandingfinal. Yes. 
but I would think Lendl 
is up there with Borg. 
Connors and McEnroe 
as all time greats. 

How wovQd you rate 
them—in order? 

Borg, McEnroe, 
Connors, Lendl. 

Yet Borg coxild never 
make it at the US Open. 
Why? 

Maybe it was the 
lights. Just a mental 
thing you know. Also 
the bah bounces higher 
and bis weakness on the 
volley was exaggerated 
on bardcourts. I guess 
it’s just horses for 
courses 

You’ve played Connors 
and MoEiuroe quite *' 
often. Both were quite 
ruthless on onurt. Did 
they ever say anything 
to you? 

Not really, in4bat 
sense. But they would 
say tbingebere and 
there, fhr them, all's 
fair in love and war 
during the matcb. Once 
it’s over though there 
aTenoexcuaee.% 

PHOTtKWAma KMAiyL JULKA 




STANDARD CHARTERED TENNIS 

Ismail Sets 
The StandaiH I 


Asif Ismail: tough kid 
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T he field seemed 
open for former 
national 
champion 
Zeeshan Ali to 
run through and 
claim the men's singles 
wiimer’s prize money of 
a whopping Rs 50,000 
when reigning national 
grass court champion 
Leander Paes and Soviet 
Vladimir Gabrichidae 
cried off at the eleventh 
hour from the inauguraJ 
Rs 4.39 lakh prize 
money Standard 
Chartered Indian Open 
Tennis Tournament held 
at Bombay's 

Maharashtra State Lawn 
Tennis Association’s 
hard courts. 

But there was a shock 
in store for everyone. 

The big and burly Asif 
Ismail shattered All’s 
hopes with a fine display 
of serve and volley game 
to walk away with the 
I biggest pay cheque of 
his career. 

Ismail won in straight 
sets, 7-6 (tie-break 10-8), 
6-4 and, more than j 

anything else, his 
booming serve and 
winning volleys 
clinched him the title 
over a more fancied 
opponent. 

The 21-year-old 
Ismail’s victory is 
significant in more ways 
than one. Ali, till last 
year India’s number one 
Davis Cup player, lost to 
national grass court 
champion Pass against 
Indonesia recently at 
Jaipur after Raraesh 
Krishnan made himself 
available for the first 
time in three years. 

With the 17 -year-old 










dard Clustered 
IndiAnOpenat 
Bombay WBB 
1 Saadeep 

Ktrtane of Puim who 
khobftedouttwo 
seeds before loedag to 
ZeashaaAliinthe 
semi-final, 
it has beoa a highly 




the)PtoMlad,8Dn(rf 
former Moharashtos 
Baoji Trophy pla^ 
Sahjay Kirtane who is 
aqimiified medical 
pnmtiticmernow. 

Kirtane showed 
exquisite timingon 
his double-fisted 


M <T:TtiT» 1';'^ sTa fe) t" ;) tl 


hid the opponents 
beaten by the power 
and depth thathe 
obtained with toat 
sbrOke. 

Klrtane’s success 
story oonmwnoed 
> with his triumph in 
the Junior national 
Chiw court 
ohamplcmshipat 
Chandigarh last 
OotObm* where he 



^semi-fiimlsofihe MP 
state iounuunent at 

: jprtaitou^a 
iostog semi^finaUst at 



November where he 
was given a special 
trt^diy as the most 


improved player of 
the toumammit. 

The ahort'Statured 
Kirtane, then, 
decided to 
concentrate on the 
jtmiors event and 
madeittothe 
semi-finals of the ITF 
juniors tournament 
held at Jaipur ^lier 
this year. 

The Pune lad then 
hit a purple patch 
abroad, wiiming the 
SriLajika 

interoatlonal Junior 
tournament and the 
C^lon 

inter-continental 

jimiors 

(hamptonship, both 
at<3cdombo, bdTore 
gCBB^toBkun^to 
become the Aldan 
junior champion. 

Hiaperftsinanoes 
have ^tohforksd him 
to the top apotihihe 
national Junktra 
rankings snd'have 


idso earned him a 
spot in the reserves 
of the Davis Cup 
squad for the tie 
against South Korea 
in May. 

The Paes-Kirtane 
rivalry goes back a 
.fiswyeara, notably to 
1987 when the two 
met in the final of the 
sub-Junior nationals 
at Lucknow where 


P If: I 


tiitunphant. 

The performance 
secured the duo 
tickets to the Rice 
BowlJunior 
Intematloaal 
championship at 
Hong Kong wlmi^i id 
an att-Indian fimeU,, 




Miierged ladumidiant 
after three 

hard-ftnii^t sets with 
Kirtane. 

AtpresentKirtaim 
does not havea fixed 
ooacdi, thtaigh*he 


trains with other bc^s 
intheNandan 
Bal-nm Batra Tennis 
Centre at Pune as a 
stop-gap measure. 

iCrtane plans to 
play in the junicw« 
event of this year’s 
French Open, 
Wimbledon and the 
US Open after taking 
part in the Hong 
Kong International 
Jtmiors 

championship. . 

Only last year Paes 
hitthebuBs^by 
winning the junior ‘ 
Wimbledon event 
after finishing 
ruhner-upinthe 
Aurtralian Open for 
Jupiors. Now Kirtane 
is M(kiing to fidlOw 
hlslong—time rival 
Pnis’Bfbatst^. 

These two are, easily, 
the most gif^ 
youngsters in their 
age group. 













junior Wimbledon 
champion Paes already 
ahead of him, Ali was 
under pressure to prove 
himself, with the 
success of the 
Brittania-Anu-itraj 
Tennis Trust-trained 
Ismail at Hyderabad. 

Ali managed to win 
that semi-fGal after 
being knocked off his 
feet by the 17-year-old 
Kirtane’s power-packed 
double-fisted backhand 
in the second set. But 
Ismail proved all too 
strong with his big 
serves and sharp volleys 
in the final. 


force in Indian tennis. 
Apart from Ismail, the 
performance of Kirtane 
portends a healthy sign. 

Unseeded Kirtane 
knocked out wily 
Piperno, fresh ftom two 
titles at his hometown, 
Calcutta, at the 
pre-quarter—final stage 
in the three sets and 
then ousted Soviet 
number nine David 
Kacharova in the 
quarter-finals. 

He lost the first set of 
his semi-final against 
Ali rather tamely but 
played some biilliant 
tennis, hitting passing 


with a very weak second 
service, which was 
slaughtered by Ali, he 
submitted the third set 
meekly. 

Kirtane showed that 
he has the requisite 
talent. He has some 
obvious drawbacks. He 
is short-statured, an 
obvious disadvantage in 
modern tennis, and he 
has to improve his 
second serve drastically 
as there is neither 
enough spin nor 
siifficient deception in it 
to trouble any average 
opponent. 

Rohit Rajpal 



Zeeshan Ali: on slippery ground 


Ismail, incidentally, 
did not drop a single set 
throughout the 
championship and 
increased his ATTA 
singles points tally by 
50 to move into the third 
spot in the national 
rankings behind Paes 
and Enrico Piperno. 

The championship 
was a pointer to the 
emergence of a new 


shots at will and also 
coming up to volley 
home sharp winners, to 
rattle up eleven points in 
a row after being 0-40 
down in the third game 
of the second set. 

Had Kirtane 
continued in this vein in 
the third set he could 
have disposed of Ali, but 
it was not to be. His first 
serve deserted him and 


completed the semi-final 
line-up with a shock 
defeat of Srinivasan 
Vasudevan, the lanky 
clay-court specialist. 

But Rajpal came a 
cropper against Ismail 
in the fight for a berth in 
the final. 

The men’s doubles title 
and the top prize of Rs 
35,000 were pocketed by 


Nandan Bal and Gaurav 
Natekar. Natekar 
combined well with Bal 
to clinch his fourth 
double crown of the 
season. 

Natekar, had earlier 
won the National Hard 
Court crown at 
Hyderabad and the 
South India 
championship, both 
with Bal as his partner, 
and the Giyarat State 
touriuunent with Sachin 
Kirtane. Some food for 
the national selectors’ 
thoughts. 

If the men's section 
carried a prize money of 
Rs 3.14 lakhs, the 
women’s event was not 
too far behind—Rs 1.2.5 
lakhs—especially 
considering the lack of 
quality and keezmess of 
competition. 

Bombay girl Janaki 
Krishnamurthy 
clinched the women’s 
singles first prize of Rs 
25,000 by beating 
Madras girl Aradhana 
Reddy in a 
long-drawn-out, 
error-prone final 


But there was a 
shock in store fdr 
everyone. The big 
and Durly Asif 
Ismoil shattered 
Ali's hopes with o 
fine display af serve 
and volley gome to 
wolk away with the 
biggest poy cheque 
of his career 


Aradhana and Sohini 
Kumari won the doubles 
crown defeating K.V. 
Nirupama and Sahiba in 
a lacUustre final to 
share the winners’ purse 
of Rs 16,000. 


Sri Ram 
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IBBWELVE months 
■ ago, almost to the 
I date, women’s 
^ I ^ tennis was as 
watchable as Rajiv 
JP Gandhi’s speeches on 

the campaign trail (with 
;/ ajX)logies to Women’s 

^ Rights Organisations 

and Mr. Gandhi’s 
speechwriter). Then out 
' ' of the blue, or should 

"*T that be Boliitieri's camp, 

BREAKPOINT came Monica Seles. She 

beat Graf at the German 
Open, at the French 
Open, subsequently 
became No. 1 and before you could say ‘grunt’, 
the women’s tour was as hot, no make that hotter, 
than anything men's tennis was offering. 

Yet the most fascinating aspect of this upheaval 
must be the turn-around in the Graf-Sabatini 
rivalry. Astonishing? Perhaps not. 

From late 1987, as Chris and Martma began the 
slow ride into the sunset. Graf s era dawned but 
she was untouchable, read boring. So Sabatini, 
French semi-finalist. 15 years old, sexy, and 
because there was no other option, became an 
inadvertent accomplice to history. The world 
decided: okay Gaby, you’re going to be the Chris 
to Steffi’s Martina. 


ROHIT BRIJNATH 




Sabatini leads.... Graf falters 


By 1988, the score read Graf 11-Gaby O and 
‘rivalry’ looked as stupid a word as you could find 
for this duo. Gaby's finished, she lacks stamina, a 
weapon, heart, a mind, everything—was the 
conventional wisdom then. 

Yet, last fortnight, Sabatini beat Graf 7-5.7-6 at 
Amelia Island, her fifth successive victory c ver 
the German. In career head-to-head meetings 
Graf still leads 20-9, but what matters is that 
since the US Open last .year, Sabatini leads 6-2. 
What happened? 

Few recollect that when Graf won 7 of 8 Grand 
Slam tournaments in 1988-89, she did actually in 
those two years lose some matches. In fact, she 
lost 5 matches, coincidentally, three would be at 
the hands of Sabatini. Surprisingly, all Gaby’s 
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wins were over three sets—2-6, 6-3,6-1 (Boca 
Raton, 1988); 6-3,4-6,7-5 (Amelia Island, 1988); 
3-6,8-3,7-5 (Amelia Island, 1989)—not bad for a 
girl short on stamina. 

Yet even then it was obvious that Gaby's high 
looping topspin, resulting in a deep, high bounce 
upset &af s rhythm, especially on her backhand, 
a shoe shot with which she could at best fend off 
the ball, not attack it. 

Graf had a multi-dimensional game then in 
comparison to Gaby, and was finding no reason 
to change. It appeared enough. Sabatini was a 
one-dimensional player, just that stroke short of 
moving from good to great. Yet writing her off 
was foolish, for a decade earlier something just 
the same had occurred. 

Despite an inadequate diet and training. 
Martina Navratilova remained No. 1 till 1980. 
Everything changed abruptly as Tracy Austin 
and Evert took over, the final cut being a 6-0,6-0 
thrashing by Evert at Amelia Island, 1981. 

Former basketball star Nancy Lieberman, 
present at that match, offered Martina a way 
back; Martina accepted and was put through 
gruelling roadwork and weight training, 
supplemented by a low-fat, high-carbohydrate 
diet supplied by nutritionist Robert Haas. 

In early 1982, Martina returned, her muscles 
chiselled, her body ready Chris Evert, who had 
won 20 of their 45 previous meetings from 1973 
to 1981, would not beat her again till 1985. 

Gabriela Sabatini did not have Nancy 
Lieberman or Robert Haas. She had instead new 
coach Carlos Kirmayr and psychologist Jim 
Loehr. One said ‘volley tough’, the other said 
‘think tough’. And her transformation was as 
unique as Martina’s. 

She became as tough and capable as Graf from 
the back, and more proficient at the net. She is 
simply, the better player now. More complete. 

If this rivalry was lopsided once, it is again, but 
the onus to make it more competitive now 
strangely lies with Graf. Yet, for her too. history 
has an example, coincidentally again from the 
Martina-Evert story. 

In 1984, Evert was becoming increasingly 
despondent over her inability to handle the new 
Martina. Their rivalry too was absurdly 
one-sided, and Evert's pride as a champion was 
being eroded. In a startling move. Evert hired a 
fitness trainer, underwent physical and mental 
drills and returned to the circuit in 1985 more 
resilient and more athletic. Times had changed 
and Evert had recognised that her game required 
a sharper dimension and she was right; in two 
magnificent finals at the French Open in 1985 
and 1986, she beat Martina and brought their 
rivalry back to a more even keel. 

The mark of a champion, as we have seen, is the 
courage to go back to the drawing board and find 
a new equation. Steffi Graf needs a topspin 
attacking backhand and a volley—now will she 
go and get it? Or become a page in history. • 










Make enoR, help soccer 

D id you ever believe that refereeing errors can 
actually help football retain its popularity, its 
inherent passion instead of bringing disrepute to 
the game. If you didn’t, listen to Mr. Roberto 
Wright. 

Remember him? The man who shattered Paul 
Gascoigne’s World Cup dream, causing those 
now-famous tears that rolled down his cheeks 
and dropped right on to the history books, while 
photographers euid poster printers the world over 
enjoyed a boomtime they had never 
even dreamt of. Listen to this opinionated man s 
startling theory. 

Mr Roberto Wright is dead against the use of 
electronic devices to make refereeing error-free'. 
Because he believes that any electronic 
innovation could make football mechanical. 

And when that happens football loses its 
greatest charm—the passion that erupts during 
every match and then continues to simmer deep 
down in every fan’s heart even amid the drudgery 
of his everyday routine. 

As is natural for someone who regularly 
referees in South American football, the 
46-year-old Wright has been involved in plenty of 
controversy since he began hie career in 1974. 

Once Wright even sent off five Bolivian players 
and in doing so provoked a crowd disturbance. 
There was an awful confusion, the game didn’t 
finish and it began the 90th Bolivian revolution” 
Wright later recalled. 

But no matter how many controversies he was 
involved in, Wright, under no circumstances, 
would ever agree to the use of videos or other 
electronic methods to eliminate errors. 

Why? 

Here he explains; ”I have alwaays believed that 
the error of a referee is a thermometer of 
football’s passion. If the referee gets everything 
100 per cent right in a game, nobody will say 
anything. But when he makes a mistake, a player 
scores with a hand, or he wrongly gives a 
penalty, or does not give one. this mistake is a 
motive for argument that keeps football on the 
boil. On the other hand, the moment football 
becomes mechanical, it will stop being a passion. 

“So, I always say that, principally in the Latin 
countries, the supporter wants his team to win in 
injury time, in an off-side position, or with a 
handball, because then he can make fun of the 
other team. He always wants the most irregular 
happening possible.” 


Bravo Mr. Wright. By your logic Maradona’s 
'hand of God’ must liave made the greatest 
contribution in enhancing the ‘passion’ of soccer 
in this century. 

USSR on comeback trail 

T he Soviet Union is working hard to recover 
fast from its Italian misadventure. They have 
already launched a major rebuilding programme 
and one indication that their efforts are bearing 
fruit came during their recent victory over 
Scotland at Ibrox, 



Valery Lobanovski ;betrayed 

The Soviet went to Italy as one of the dark 
horses. Veteran manager Valery Lobanovski was 
expected to end his national coaching career in 
glory. Instead, the Soviets suffered the 
humiliation of becoming the first team to be 
eliminated—despite the much too-late 4-0 victory 
over Cameroon in their last first-round match. 

A bitter Lobanovski later accused senior 
players as keeper Dasayev and striker Oleg 
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Protasov of sabotage while the players, in 
retaliation, charged that Lobanovski fouled up 
the team’s strategy, panicked after the shock 
Romanian defeat, and took one wrong decision 
after another. And the most glaring example of 
his mistakes that they cite is his refusal to field 
Alexei Mikhailichenko, who in their opinion 
could have changed the whole complexion of the 
Russians’ game. 

After Lobanovski handed over chai ge to his 
one-time Kiev pupil Anatoli Bishovets as national 
manager, the man now at the helm is facing the 
unenviable task of starting from 
scratch—primarily because most of the senior 
Soviet stars have already been sold to the West. 

So, even if the victory in Scotland had come as a 
confidence-booster for the new boss, Bishovets, 
one swallow does not make a summer. Bishovets 
has before him a long hard way to go. 


Cameroon’s loss, China’s gain 

W ILL the Chinese soon do a Cameroon in the 
world stage of soccer? The question may 
not sound pertinent just now, but when you 
consider the fact that China has recently hired 
the miracle-man Valery Nepomniachi as their 
coach, you certainly wonder what's there in store 
for the world footballing balance of power. 

Valery Nepomniachi coached Cameroon to the 
wonderful exploits that they showed in Italy last 
year, coming right out of almost nowhere. His 
hard work, his managerial skills and, above all, 
his superb sense of adaptation brought Cameroon 
on par with the advancing and changing styles of 
world football. 

And given the enormous potential that China 
have, Nepomniachi has no reasons to be a failure 



in his new assignment. 

Initially, at least, the Russian coach will be on 
only an eight-week contract, and is expected to 
work with the Under-16 teams they prepare for 
the World Championship in Ecuador. 

Nepomniachi left Cameroon partly because of 
repeated interference from officials. The Chinese 
Football Association also has a long and 
controversial history of poking its nose into their 
coach’s affairs, but if they realise the benefit they 
can reap from the Russian’s coaching genius, 
maybe, Cameroon’s loss will prove to be China’s 
gain. 

A giant awaits his turn 

I F South Africa does really return to the 
international sporting arena, as it is now poised 
to do, with the gradual dismantling of the 
institution of apartheid, soccer will certainly be 
among the fore-runners in the race to get back 
into world-class competitions. Simply because the 
country just abounds in footballing talent.veiy 
little of which is yet to be exposed to the world. 
And, according to some experts, the country has 
the potential to rate even higher than Cameroon 
at the World Cup in Italy. 

Although to most outsiders South Africa has 
long been perceived as a rugby mad country—one 
of the myths perpetuated by the apartheid 
government—soccer’s popularity, in fact, far 
outstrips that of rugby, the official national 
sport. 

The national soccer league has sponsorships 
worth millions of rand from major corporations, 
and hundreds of hours of soccer are shown on 
television. The World Cup last year was screened 
for the first time on South African television, and 
42 games were taken live—more than in most 
countries in Europe, including even those 
participating. 

The 'World Cup experience has certainly given 
the game a boost and its protagonists now 
command such intense fan following that soccer 
heroes are now treated almost like Gods. 

Last year, the league built a 75,000 seat 
stadium on the outskirts of Johannesburg and 
Sweto, called the Soccer City. 

And as the country now awaits its passport to 
international competition, optimists predict that 
the entry would happen some time in 1992. 

But whenever that happens, it is sure, a 
potential giant will arise and the world will wake 
up to a new, massive soccer power to reckon with. 
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Having got his 
right forearm sewn 
back on^ 
Aiessandro Nannini 
wants to make a 
comeback to 
Formuia One 
racing! 


H ow many of you believe in 
miracles? Nelson Piquet 
didn’t. That’s why he said it 
would be “a miracle if 
Sandro drove Formula One again” 
when Alessandro Nannini had his 
right forearm severed in a freak 
helicopter accident laist year. 

Now, less than a year after the 
horrific accident, Piquet might 
just become a believer. High-tech 
medical science and old-fashioned 
jaw-clenching determination 
being the factors for this change. 
The specialists who attended to 
Nannini immediately after the 
crash sewed his right forearm 
back on. And Nannini, showing 
the same grit he displayed on the 
race track, has decided that he is 
going to make a comeback. 

Can a man with a sewn-back right 
arm ever drive Formula One cars 
again? Nannini plana to find out 









ill Nannini 
ver drive the 
Benetton Ford with 
the eame 
mastery again? 


HAPPBI? 


Alter undergoing surgery on 
his injured arm recently, Nannini 
expressed his desire to get back 
into the cockpit of a Formula One 
car by October this year, making a 
fulltime comeback to the 
breakneck competition by next 
season. In high spirits, thanks to 
his constantly improving 
condition, he is more tham eager 
to resume his chase of the 
hotshots like Ayrton Senna and 
^ain Frost, having served notice 
of his intentions by notching up 
65 points since slipping into a 
Benetton Ford in 1988. By the 
time the unfortunate accident cut 
short his promising career, the 











«'»ii;i 


...... .. 

ai--' = ■' 




The Benetton team 
are willing to 
sacrifice Roberto Moreno If 
Nannini makes It back 


Wewill make sure 
thatwelmveacar 
for him (Nannini) to 
drive at that point 
he is sure he can 
come 

back ss» Aiessandro 
Benetton, 
prmddentofthe 
BenettonFord 
team 


Italian even had one Grand Prix 
victory to his credit—the 1989 
Japanese GP. 

But his ever-supportive wife 
Paola is a little more realistic. 
Having helped her 
highly-talented 31-year-old 
husband through the time of 
crisis, she however says 
"unfortunately the medical team 
feel it may take longer than 
Sandro says. There is very light 
















movement but he cannot do 
anything too heavy with it " 

That doesn’t mean that she 
doesn’t want to see her husband 
back in the cockpit again. 
“Overall, he is in very high spirits 
and his condition is constantly 
improving,” she says, adding 
“Alessandro would like 
everything to happen quickly but 
he may have to be a little more 
patient because his injury will 
take time to heal ” 

However’ long it does eventually 
take, Narinini has one 
consolation- there will be a car 
waiting for him Benetton. the 
team he drove so well for till the 
accident, have announced that a 
seat would be found for Nannini 
as soon as he proves his fitness. 

As Alessandro Benetton, 
president of the Benetton Ford 


It 



Formula One racing team said at 
the launch of the new John 
Barnard designed B191 car, “We 
will make sure that we have a car 
for him to drive at the point he is 
sure he can come back. ’’ 

Going on to point out that the 
sport was very strenuous and 
would tax even normal people to 
the limit, Benetton added 
“Alessandro has become a friend 
of the family. We are concerned 
about his recovery as a man first 
because he had very complicated 
surgery quite a few times, and 1 
am not quite sure anybody can say 
at this point how things will turn 
out. There is a possibility that he 
will make a complete recovery 
and yes, absolutely, there will be a 
place for him with our team.” 

If Benetton and his team are 
excited about the possible return 
of their former driver, the man 
who stepped in to fill the void 
created by Nannmi’s sudden 
departure—Roberto Moreno—is 
thrilled. Exhibiting none of the 
rancour expected from a driver 
who stands to lose his drive, 
Moreno said “1 have only a 



one-.year contract and I am going 
to make the most of it. If 
Alessandro comes back no one will 
be happier than me. If I have to 
leave then 1 shall get myself 
another drive” 

Having started 1990 as 

Moreno (inset) 
appreciates what Nannini 
Is planning to do...and will not 
stand in the way 


Benetton’s test driver, the 
Brasnlian—a longtime friend of 
the other Benetton driver Nelson 
Piquet since they raced karts 
together way back in 1971—was 
inducted into the team proper for 
the Japanese Grand Prix last year 
and surprised everyone by 
following teammate Piquet to the 
chequered flag. Since then 
success has been a lot more 
elusive, but that hasn't stopped 
Moreno from earning a name for 
himself on the Formula One 
circuit as a man who is capable of 
running with the best if he is 
given the right machinery. 

“What’s happening in Formula 
One is that some people are 
finding it hard to accept that I am 
up there near the front of the grid 
when not long ago I was finding it 
hard to qualify in less competitive 
cars” explains Moreno when 
asked how the rest of the FI 
circuit was reacting to his new 
found fame with Benetton. 

But he’s not letting petty 
jealousies get him down. “It’s 
normal for people in Formula One 
to just look at the front of the grid 
to see who is doing weU or badly 
and now Benetton have given me 
the chance to join them from 
nowhere. Well, after two or three 
more races I will have fully settled 
down in the job. hopefully to 
surprise those who cannot accept 
' where 1 am” he adds. 

Getting back to the team he is 
very happy with, Moreno is full of 
praise for the Benetton Ford outfit 
and makes it very clear that he’s 
not grudging Nannini his desire 
to come back into the sport he 
loves so much. “I know that he 
won’t be back this season and has 
a long road ahead of him, but his 
mind is on the job of recovery. He 
understands that he is not part of 
the team at the moment so is 
doing what is best for him, 
getting proper movement in his 
arm first befoie thinking about 
driving again.” 

If and when Alessandro 
Nannini does strap himself into 
the cockpit of a Formula One car 
again, two people will have places 
to go. Moreno to another team. 
And Piquet to church. After aU. it 
will be a real miracle! 

A Corrmpondent 








READERS’ QUIZ 


QUESTIONS 

1 . ‘Octopus’is 
a type of 

sport, what is the 
common name for 
it? 

2 . When asked 
what she 
wants to be in her 
next hfe, she said 
‘Michael Jordan’ 
the basketball 
superstar. Who is 
she? 

3 . In the 
gladiatoral 
arenas of Rome 
when the crowd put 
their thumbs 
down—it meant 
‘kill him’ (The 
Gladiator). What 
was the symbol to 
spare him? 

4 . Who 

described the 
decathlon as ‘Nine 
Mickey Mouse 
events and the 
1500 metres’? 

5 . Who said 
“With losers 
let it (victory) 
sympathise, for 
nothing can seem 
foul to those who 
win”? 

6 . Who called 
his selectors 
a “bunch of fools”? 
ry. What are 
I Thompsons 
Yorkers 
nicknamed? 

8 . What was 
unique about 
the four men’s 
semi-finalists of 
Wimbledon 1988? 

9 . Who said “I 
would rather 
win this race than 


be the President of 
the United States”? 
•4 Which is the 
X L/only sport in 
which playing with 
the left hand is not” 
allowed? 

n . At Lords, 
what is the 
‘Old Jim’? 

•4 Q A former 
X /^Olympic gold 
medallist, later 
joined politics and 


was Robert 
Kennedy’s 
bodyguard. At the 
time of Kennedy’s 
assassination he 
was by his side, 
who was he? 

•4 Q. “If he is as 
X Ofast as Lillee, 
then Lillee must be 
bowling at half 
pace”. About which 
young fast bowler 
did Sir Gary Sobers 
say this? 


ANSWERS 


1. Underwater Hockey. 

2. Martina Navratilova. 

3. A closed fist. 

4. Daley Thompson 

5. William Shakespeare in Henry IV. 

6. Wayne Phillips, (the wicket tcMper of Australia). 

7. Sarid Shoe Crusners. 

8. Lendl was lookir^ for his 1st title. Edbero was 
looking for his 2nd title. Becker waslooking for 
his 3ra title. McEnroe was looking for his 4th 
title. 

9. Thomas Hidr who won the marathon In 1904 
Olympics. 

10 Polo. 

^ 1 Ttio Scfl^ftcfow 

12 . Rater Johnson, 1960 decathlon champion who 
lit the torch at the 1984 Olympks. 

13. Imran Khan Niyazi, 

14 Rabindranath Tagore at ShantinikMan in 1928. 
15.120 metres. 

16. Dickie Bird. 

17. Walnut. 

18. A. Ranger's hat. which Reagan eventually tost. 

19. To Ritu, Ravi Shastri's wife. 
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M entwM «ant ^ by rrw eontrtbutor 


<4 A . Who was 
X^the first 
person to introduce 
Uudo’ in India? 

<4 pr -In the 1986 
X O Seoul Asiad, 
Shiny Wilson (Nee 
Abharam) was 
disqualified in the 
800 metres for 
changing tracks. 
What was the 
required distance 
that she had to 
cover before she 
could change her 
tracks? 

A ^ ‘ That’s Out’ 
X Oisan 
autobiography of a 
person whom 
Dennis Lillie 
mentioned in his 
foreword as “a 
great official and 
great man”. Who is 
this person? 

•4 ny. If willow is 
X f to cricket 
bats, what type of 
wood is to sporting 
rifles? 

^ Q. In 1986 
X Owhat did 
Ronald Reagan of 
U.S.A. bet with 
premier Bob Hawke 
of Austraha if 
Australia could win 
the America’s Cup 
in yatching? 

•4 Q. “You have 
X y worked 
wonders. Just look 
at him, he only 
straight drives 
now. The days of 
leg glances are 
over”—Thus spoke 
Gavaskar in his 
inimitable style 
paying tribute to 
whom? 







C ricket could do with some innovative 
ideas It is high noon for the game to move 
with changes of time and attitude and to 
1‘reo itself from the shackles of antiquity 
Until and unless a sincere effort is made to 
mmimise the ei’rors of judgement on the part of 
umpires, the game would become a fertile groiino 
for unnecessary controversies and c;haos 
It may not bo too early to think in terms of 
linesmen and an extra umpire Four linesmen, 
eaeli to look after a quarter of the playing arena 
would be a yeoman help to the umpires Catches 
and .saves at the boundary line inevitably create 
confusion 

Years btwk. the umpire relied on the views of 
the fieldsman 
eoneerned 

th<‘ ■ K I 

pressures H B I 

■ M I 

stakes H K ■ 

unfortunately ■ K I 

the I U I 

H ■ 

H I 

H I 

I 

mislead and 

vjv mnn 

unfair 
advantage. 

They are not 

averse to ■ .—.. 

making 

wrong assertions and so, today, to rely on the 
opinion of players could create more problems 
than it would solve. 

Of course, it must also be readily admitted that 
the fielders are not always to be blamed. It is very 
difficult for a fieldsman to correctly judge 
whether he has crossed the boundary line or not 
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inimise 


while effecting a catch or a stop. Remember, how 
during the Reliance World Cup match at Bombay 
between Australia and India, ^vi Shastri 
declared a boundary when the television screen 
showed it to be a 'six'? Ultimately, the adjudicator 
for the match, I reckon it was Pakistan’s Hanif 
Mohammed, who over-ruled the umpire and gave 








The importance of the umpire: Hadlee and the rest 
of the Kiwis are up in arms. But Its ail much ado 
about nothing, because umpire Kitchen signals no 
bail and Atherton is not out 

embarrassing situation. A few years ago, a 
similar incident occurred in Pakistan while they 
hosted India to a one-day international match. If 
memory be trustworthy India’s Vivek Razdan 
fielding at deep square-leg picked up the ball just 
outside the boundary line and with a fast, flat 
throw had some Pakistani batsman ‘run out’. The 
television screen once again very clearly revealed 
to the viewers the actual happening but, by then, 
the hapless batsman was wending his way to the 
gloom of the pavilion. 

It is, of course, not always possible for the 
fielder to correctly judge his position in relation 
to the boundary line. Because his whole 
conc-entration would be on the ball and so in the 
heat of the moment he would be quite liable to 
make a genuine mistake. 

■ Taking all these factors into consideration. I 
feel we ought to seriously visualize the 
introduction of linesmen into cricket A 
minimum of four may be thought of to begin 
with. Each linesman in that case would cover one 
quarter of t he ground. And farther they would be 
expected to assist the umpire.s as the line judges 
do in tennis and the linesmen in soccer and 
hockey 

The mtreduction of an extra umpire, too, is a 
matter that should receive our attention. If it is to 
happen then two umpires would be asked to 
operate by turns and the third umpii'e would rest 
This is very very essential today especially 
because of the tremendous demands that are 
made on the umpires. The period of rest and 
recuperation would work wonders Their 
concentration would improve and they certainly 
would be in a far better mental frame of mind to 
give decisions. 


Errors 



Australia the two extra runs. 

Ironically. Australia won the match by one run 
and went on to win the World Cup. Actually it 
was that excellent judgement which made all the 
difference to the fate of the tournamen.*,. 

This was a typical case when the presence of 
linesman would have saved the umpire from an 


Moreover, the third or the extra umpire concept 
would also be a boon if one of the umpires plays 
truant. As was the case in the recent 
Delhi-Punjab Ranji Trophy tie, which led to such 
an embarrassing and unfortunate .situation. In 
the even of such absence, the two other umpires 
would still be available to conduct the game 

The third umpire may also be given the powei- 
to supervise off-the-field activities. For instance, 
he could instruct the groundsmen m the 
movement of sight screens, in the fetching of old 
balls when replacements are required, deny 
players the chance of a out-of-turn drink etc. 

Cricket authorities would do well to realise that 
until and unless an effort is made to minimize 
errors, the game as a whole would be the ultimate 
loser. # 








1 U KE TO MOVE MY WEIGHT IN UNISON WITH THE CLUB DURING MYSWING^r ADDRESS I DISTRIBUTE MY WEIGHT EVENLY BETWEEN 
BOTH FEET AS THE CLUB MOVES INTO THE BACKSWING PERHAPS 80 PERCENT MOVES TO MY RIGHT SIDE. THE DOWN¬ 
SWING ISA'MIRROR IMAGE, at IMPACT PERHAPS SO PER CENT OF MY WEIGHT IS ON MY LEFT 5/DE. 
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S UMMER’S here. 
And that 
means it’s time 
to hit the beach 
or pool. In fjther 
words it’s strip-olf time 
Puli off those hot 
cilothes, dive into the 
cool, refreshing 
water., and beat the 
heat! 

But are you really 
proud of the body you 
expose? Do you strut all 
the way to the water? Or 
do you cover yourself 
with a towel right till the 
moment you jump in? It 
all depends on how 
much care you’ve been 
taking of your physique 
over the last few 
months. 

Anyway, if you’re one 
of those lucky few who 
lace up skin-tight 
costumes and trunks 
with pride, you’ve got 
nothing to worry about. 
But if you’re always 
looking for the most 
opportune—read 
deserted—time to take 
your dip, then you’ve 
got problems 
Nothing that a good, 
gutbusting workout 




won’t solve though. If 
you’re willing to give it a 
shot, we at the Fitness 
Colunui are prepared to 
take you through a 
whole range of 
abdominal exercises 
that'll burn the spare 
tyre off and have you 
dying to hit the pool 
when it's most crowded. 
Interested? 

The first thing to do is 
understand what your 
absdoforyou An 
extremely complex 
network of muscle 
tissue, it provides the 
basic strength in almost 
every movement your 
body makes. Try it if you 
don't believe us. Just 
concentrate on which 
muscles come into play 
whenever you do 
anything, and you’ll 
realise pretty soon that, 


minus those abs, you’d be 
struggling to even lower 
yourself into a chair. 
Something we take for 
granted, don’t we? 

Basically the abs 
consist of the rectus 
abdominis and the 
oblique—external and 
intei’nal—muscles. Get 
them into shape and 
you’re in business. 

While the rectus 
abdominis lies 
slam-bang in the centre 
of your abdomen, the 
obliques run along'lhe 
sides, contributing to 
that sexy tapered look 
we all covet 

And if It's more details 
you want. here goes: the 
rccitus is one hung slab 
of muscle that is divided 
by four strips of 
connective tissue (hey, 
that's what makes it 


look ridged, right!) 
called the tendinous 
inscripitons. It’s these 
strips of tissue that keep 
the rectus abdominis 
supple and prevent us 
from rupturing it. 
There's also the linea 
alba which runs down 
the middle of the rectus 
abdominis, dividing into 
two vertical halves. 

As for the obliques, 
they run diagonally 
down from the rib cage 
to the groin and provide 
the muscle mass to the 
sides of your waist. 
Worked when you twist 
your upper body at the 
‘raised' position of the 
sit-up. these muscles are 
about the hardest to 
find. Ijeave alone 
develop. See these 
muscles well defined on 
anyone.. .and you're 


looking at a person 
who's deadly serious 
about fitness. 

Now that you know 
where the problem 
lies—actually it’s not 
fair to lump the muscles 
with the blame since it’s 
fat that does the 
damage—how about 
doing something about 
it? Over the next few 
weeks we’re going to 
give you a series of 
abdominal exercises 
recommended by the 
champions Do them 
religiously and tliere's 
nothing to slop you 
from peeling off that 
teeshirt even before you 
reach the pool. 

Sure the season’s hoi. 
But so are you! Stick 
with us and we ll show 
them the hottest set of 
abs in town, won’t we? 
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OU’RE in the mood 
for a workout You 
put on a MC 
Hammer cassette, and 
pump up the volume. 
You are in your second 
set when, your dad 
peeks in and tells you to 
turn down the vol umc 
“At this rate you’ll soon 
po deaf, he says, and 
vanishes, before you can 
tell him as to how you 
can get the adrenalin 
pumping only when the 
music is playing real 
loud You grimace, but 
continue nevertheless 
It’s your mum’s 
birthday and the family 
goes out for dinner. You 
are waiting for the food 
to arrive, and suddenly 
the silence is punctuated 
by some sharp cracks, 
and your mother tells 
you that if you keep 
cracking your knuckles 
you’ll get arthritis. Well, 
you hadn’t even realised 
that you had cracked 


your knuckles, until 
you were told so by your 
mother. 

Familiar with the 
above situations’? Well, 
there’s not much truth 
in the relation betweim 
cracking knuckles and 
arthritis, but then your 
folks were probably 
right about some of the 
other stuff. We’re not 
saying that all of Mom 
and Dad’s health advice 
was medical malar key. 
Some of it IS good 
enough to pass on to 
your kids.- 

Your dad was hip to 
the one about the music 
Listening to loud music, 
especially through 
headphones can ca.u.so 
permanent hearing loss 
The next best thing you 
can do is to play the 
music a bit softly 
Another very 
interesting aspec;t about 
music If you are on r 
diet, then, have your 
food listening to soft 
music, because rock’n 
roll makes you gulp 
down your food and you 
end up eating much 
more than your really 
need. . 










“Let some air get to 
that cut and itil heal 
faster.” 

NO. IT WON’T. Keeping 
a minor cut moist, and 
then covering it with an 
airtight dressing helps 
the wound heal 40% 
faster than the 
conventional gauze and 
other dressings. Doctors 
are not too sure as to 
why airtight dressings 
are the best. Probably 
the reason is that an 
airtight dressing keeps 
the healing substances 
in body fluids from 
drying up. 

“Keep making those 
faces and someday 
your face will freeze 
that way." 

TRUE, Facnal 
expressions are made by 
contracting muscles. 
Every time you make a 
face, you produce folds 
in the skin When you 
are young, with the skin 
at it’s elastic best, folds 
soon disappear. But as 
you age, the connective 
tissues get damaged, 
(courtesy the sun and 
cigarettes), and the 
wrinkles don’t vanish so 
easily. When these 
actions are repeated over 
a period of time on 
damaged tissues, then 
you begin having crow’s 
feet, smile lines and 
frown lines. 



“Get back in here with 
that wet hair, or you 
freeze to death.’^ 

FALSE. Cold viruses 
cause colds. Wet hair, 
raw weather and sudden 
chills may aggravate 
existing symptoms, but 
they won’t make you 
sick. A study condnetted 
by medical experts in 
America, compared on 
group in a warm room 
with others in a chilly 
room. Both were equally 
susceptible to the cold 
virus. Actually the cold 
viruses are passed on to 
you by contact. So the 
best way to avoid a cold 
is to be careful when you 
shake hands with 
someone, who has a 
cold. 

“Leave those pimples 
alone.” 

TRUE. In most cases 
tampering with the 
pimples just aggravates 
the condition. Angry red 
pimples often become 
more inflammod when 
squeezed. Pores with 
tiny whiteheads should 
also be forgiven, not 
driven. On the other 
hand, blackheads and 
pimples that are filled 
with yellow pus can also 
be sai’ely squeezed. Once 
the pus is taken out 
from these, then it heals 
more quickly. 


“Drink your milk if 
you want to grow 
tall.” 

FALSE Skeletal growth 
depends on calcium, and 
calcium rich milk helps 
develop the bones, but 
then you cannot put on a 
couple of inches just by 
drinking milk. 

Basically, your genes 
determine how tall you 
grow, so as long as you 
receive adequate 
amounts of calcium, 
your chromosomes will 
see that you grew to 
your full height. 

“If you don’t stop 
doing that, you’ll go 
blinl” 

FAIjSE We haven't yet. 0 
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T he issue dated 27 March-2 
April was filled with 
interesting articles. And of course 
the cover story on Kapil Dev by 
Robin Chatterjee was real good 
reading though, we could have 
done with a better poster of 
Monica Seles, but the sweet 
fragrance of Sabatini could be 
smelt all over the issue. Thanks a 
ton for the picture. 

JERRIN. 

Nagercoil. 


L ooking at the performance of 
the Indian team against the 
Indonesians in the Davis Cup tie at 
Jaipur, one is convinced that 
Leander can lead India on to 
greater heights. Though the 
Indonesians were not expected to 
do much better, we should still be 
satisfied with our performance. 

Ramesh Krishnan has correctly 
predicted that the Koreans will be 
a much tougher lot But his 
presence in the team will make 
one hell of a difference. We should 


be optimistic about the tie, and 
because the tie will be played on 
grass Leander has a much better 
chance. 

The win of Leander’s and his 
association with Ramesh 
Krishnan should liave boosted his 
morale a lot. Though Zeeshan All 
was not too good, he does stUl 
have time for improvement. 

Krishnan and Co, it's time for 
you, to make your presence felt in 
the internationai arena. Go all out 
for it and prove to us that we are 
justified in pinning our hopes on 
you. ■ 

RAJWMISHRA. 

Sambalpur. 


Fall From Grace ^ ^ 

T hat would have been the apt 
heading for Diego Maradona's 
life story. All the fame and 
superstardom that was his, has 
been blown away. Today he stands 
alone as the most disgraced 
sportsperson of the decade. His 
failure to pass the drug test, will 
surely end his career. For the past 
two years his activities both and 
on off the field was in total 
disarray, and it did nothing to 


revive his sagging image and the 
respect that he had lost. And the 
latest episode about him being 
involved in the drugs and 
prostitution ring, just stinks to 
high heavens. Now it comes as no 
wonder that he was voted the most 
hated footballer in Italy. He might 
be a superstar, but that does not 
mean he could get away with 
anything. He surely deserved the 
15 month suspension that was 
given to him by FIFA. 

S.SURESH, 

Madurai. 



Winner All The Way 


T he cover stoiy on Kapil Dev in 
the issue dated 27 March - 2 
April gave a detailed picture of 
Kapil Dev’s life. As a cricketer he 
gave everything he had to the 
game of cricket. This was evident 
from the fact that he was the 
highest wickeUtaker in the world 
of one-day cricket. The year 1983 
was indeed a historic year for 
Kapil and also for Indian cricket. 
His knock of 175 against 
Zimbabwe was of sterling quality. 
He topped the world's all 
rounder’s list with distinction. 
Just goes to prove that he is 
indeed a winner all the way! 
C.K.SUBRAMANIAM, 

Madras 


More Indian Sports, Please HHI 


I T is certainly nice to know as to 
what is happening in the 
international arena in sports. But 
it is also necessary that we know 
what is happening in the country. 
There appears to be a tendency in 
your otherwise excellent 
magazine, to give secondary 
importance to sporting events 
held in our country. 

Since sponsorship is critical for 
encouraging upucoming talent, 
magazines like Sportaworld 
should do their best to promote 
new talent in the country. Only 
then can we become a force to 
reckon with, in international 
sports. 

RAHUL YADAV. 

Ambala. 



















SPORTS HALL OF SHAME 


BY NASH & ZULLO 



IWIW1 1980 MA61B?S. 6REAT 

TOM WEtSVOOPP SET-mE TOURW AMEWT 
RECORP RDR MOST STKDKES CWER 
0KAS\Ki6l.EH0\£...10/ 0^iTWEPAR-^ 

tziw vtouE, Tom Plomkeo rve strai^wt 

6AUUS \MTD TME PR\Si< K>Z AVtoRREH^S 

13. 1WE^=DULJC^JJ^VA&PAV-APPARE^iTUV 
TAKSM6 PEAD AIM AT WlS RE^IORD- ME 
SPUASMEO TV;0 MORE SAULS IMTUE WATER 

EMROOTETOA6EV/ET4. Oti COViSECUTWlE 

CWS, tO»A 'MAPPLAYEPTME 15S-YARD 
WOLE IKl 14 OVER PAR./ 



'^iW J-" -After AwiLP 

^ wiA cmi\N&'fe>uMP 

U, W 751MTUE1979 

V^r masters. PRO 
u macmciempoh 

-'/ ^ /Tv 1 -JJU Told HISw\FE,J 0 AHl 

t^tJSU<A\\ “I'MPLAYlKS&SO 

-U BAPlt Iv 3USTK>10W 
—_Z. - (^vvi&To HIT 
SOMEBODY NFAOT. WHATEVER'YOU DOTD- 
MORRCAV (iNTHEOAULERr). DON'T 6ET W 
FRONT OF ME." H\S WARWmf/. 

JOAK DUTIFULLY JOINED THE FA\RWAY 
GALLERY ON THE FIRST HOLE To WAlTH 
MAi:'5 TEE SHOT MCLENDON 

HOOKED A BLUE DARTER INTO THE 
(TROWP ANP W \T. ..YOU KNOW WHD/ HOSPIT¬ 
AL X- RAY5 5H0WEP JC>LN SUFFERED ONLY 
A BAP BRO\SE. 
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VOTED’ Lindiam (Joot'h. as KnL;laiUi s lUayerul tht' 
yoav. foj’ hi.s reuu'ci breaking’ exploits and 
I'or Ins It adei’ship ai’iimoii. 

SHIFTED: From iiacior to Mc'xu-o, t lie uiKier-l 7 
World Clip football by FIFA Tins was 
done bt-eause a ebolei-a epideinii’ had 
invaded Elenador from IVrn 

HONOURED; A/haruddin. by W'lsden. asoiie>.)f 
A W'lsden'seriekoti'rsof theyear'DU Me 

B was jo'iii'd by Mike Artherton, 

Desnioiid Haynes. Mark W’auf>h and 
Allan Buti'her 

APPOINTED; Ranuinatlian Knslinan as theeoaoh 
of tin* Peninsula Tennis Academy at 
Delhi This incidentally is his first, 
coaching assignment 

BOUGHT: B.v Onissepo Ciarrapioo, the Italian first 
division club AS Homa, winch was in 
dire straits financially Guissi'pe is the 
owner of the Fiuggi mineral water 
empire 

WON: By Stefan Kdberg, the $1 15 inilhon Japan 
Open, defeating Ivan Lendl, G-1.7 5, G-O 
^ RECALLED: Put Cash for the Australia’s Davis Cup 
^ squad, for the tie against France to be 

played at Ninies, next month. 








CALCUTTA 


GAB Knockout Ctk&Bt 


S ENIOR division CAB lea^e 
champions Aryan capitulated 
to Sporting Union in the final of 
the CAB Senior Knockout cricket 
championship recently. Sporting 
Union’s seven-wicket victory 
helped them avenge their 
seinifinal defeat to Aryan in the 
league championship earlier on. 

Sporting Union, vinth one of the 
best sides in the local circuit, 
triumphed basically due to some 
callous batting by the Aryan 
middle-order. Veteran spinner 
Aloke Bhattacharya and 
upcoming off-spinner Arun 
Banerjee lured the Aryan batsmen 
into all sorts of errors as the two 
shared six wickets between 
themselves. 

Sporting Union invited Aryan to 


bat on an easy Eden Gardens 
wicket, but the league champions 
made a disastrous start, losing 
opener, Debopam Sarkar for nine 
runs. Aryan could not recover 
from the early blow and had lost 
four wickets liefore even putting 
up 50 runs on the scoreboard. 

Number four batsman Joydeep 
Mukherjee played the only decent 
knock in the innings, but could 
not force the pace because he ran 
out of partners. Mukherjee 
top-scored with 30 runs. 

Set to score 110 for victory in 
45 overs. Sporting Union did that 
with ease. KaJyan Dhal, who has 
been amongst the runs this 
season, knocked a quick 42 to set 
the ball rolling for Sporting. The 
job was completed by Raja Venkat 
who took his team to victory in the 
29th over by lofting Pradip 
Pandey for a huge six. Venkat 
remained unbeaten on 14. 

Sporting Union won the CAB 

senior knockout tournament 


Brief scores: Aryan 109 in 32. l 
overs (Joydeep Mukherjee 30. 
Aloke Bhattachaiya 3/16, Arun 
Banerje 3/42). Spxjrting Union 
114/3 in 28.3 overs (Kalyan Dhal 
42). Sporting won by seven 
wickets. 


P.Senita^ 


M OHUN BAGAN ended a streak 
of bad performances by lifting 
the P. Sen Trophy hmited overs 
cricket championship. Bagan, 
who had been winning almost all 
the local cricket tournaments with 
consummate ease over the years> 
had struck a bad patch this season 
when they were ousted from the 
league and the senior knockout 
championships. But all the bad 
days were forgotten as Mohuii 
Bagan lifted the P. Sen Trophy for 
the unprecedented l2th time. 

But victory was not all that easy 











gusa 





century because the man marking 
the scoreboard blundered. The 
scoreboard wrongly showed that 
Ganguly had scored his hundred. 
This prompted the southpaw to go 
for a big hit and lose his wicket. 

From a healthy 22 1 for three at 
the fall of Ganguly’s wicket, the 
CAB side slipped to a precarious 
243 for seven. The strong middle 
order, having the likes cjf Ranji 
stalwai'ts Srikant Kalyani and 
Saradindu Mukherjee, drew a 
blank. 

The wrecker*in-chief for Mohun 
Bagan was their bespectacled 
former Bengal captain. Pronob 
Nandi. Bowling rather gentle 
leg-spins, Nandi had the CAB 
middle-order in a quandary. 

Nandi finished with figures of five 
for 27, mainly due to the 
generosity of the CAB President’s 
XI batsmen. 

Requiring to score over six runs 
an over, Mohun Bagan made a bad 
start. Opener Indu Bhusan Roy 
went back to the pavilion at the 
team score of 25 and Bagan were 
into deeper trouble when Palash 
Nandi departed soon after. 

But Bagan recovered from that 
as Arun Lai and Ajay Verma 
settled down easily and soon 
exposed the mediocrity of the 
cpponents’ bowling attack. Only 
rnedium-pacer Abdul Monayam, 
who picked up four crucial 
wickets for 43 runs, bowled well 
and even Bengal’s off-spinner 
Saradindu Mukherjee, who has 
do.'ined national colours, looked 




Mohun Bagan were the winnei a 
of the P. Sen Trophy 

very ordinary. 

Just as it appeared that Bagan 
were cruising easily, Lai was 
brilliantly caught by Probal 
Ghosh at square leg for 29. 
Change-bowler Srikant Kalyani 
got the vital breakthrough. But 
the damage was repaired by a 
short and glorious innings by 
Pronob Nandi who not only 
stepped up the run rate with a 
pugnacious 39 off 31 balls, but 
also took Mohun Bagan to within 
sniffing distance of victory. 

The man who actually helped 
Mohun Bagan achieve that was | 
Verma. The right-handed opener j 
played a splendid innings and was 
simply superb in the off-side. Two 
extra-cover boundaries were just a 
treat. Verma scored 120 and it 
could not have been better timed. 

Despite losing two quick 
wickets in Verma and Gautam 
Shome, out first ball, Mohun 
Bagan went on to win with the 
chubby Ashok Malhotra hitting 
the winning runs. Malhotra 
remained unbeaten on a crisp 32 
Brief scores: CAB President’s XI 
249/8 in 41 overs (Sanjay Das 101, 
Sourav Ganguly 96, Pronob Nandi 
5/27). Mohun Bagan 250-'6 in 38 2 
overs (Ajay Verma 120, Pronob 
Nandi 39, Arun Lai 29. Ashok 
Malhotra 32 not out, Abdul 
Monayem 4/43). Mohun Bagan 
won by four wickets. 

Soumitra Bom 
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QUIZ/CHESS/BRIDGE 


QUIZ 

QUESTIONS 

1. Who became the first player to 
perform the match "double" of 
100 runs and 10 wickets'’ 

2. Mark Greatbatch is the ninth 
Englishman to suffer a particular 
bad luck in Test match What was 
it? 

3. Whom did Poland beat to win the 
third place m the 1974 World Cup 
soccer"’ 

4 Which club side did Bobby Moore 
represent'’ 

5 ‘Pan Pan was the mascot (or the 
Beijing Asiad What ooes the word 
mean"’ 

6 What IS common to Matt Busoy 
Edmund Hillary and Don 
Bradman’’ 

7 Tommie Smith the 
famous—-meters runner from the 
U.S A was nicknamed "Jet (100. 
200, 400) 

8 A judo match IS won by the first 
person to hold his opponent 
immobile on his back 

for--seconds (1 h, 30 60) 

ANSWERS 

1 Alan Da\/idson 

2 Being dismissed for 99 

3, Brazil 

4 West Ham United 1 1958-74) and 
Fulham ft974-76) 

5 "Longing" 

6 All of them were Knignioo 

7, 200 

8 30 

CHESS 

Anotlu.-r ini.crcHliiif>' ^riiiu' f i rjn. 
theSr.ivit't vouiJK niustc]-,-. ] In-c 
bliu ki;s.siiy.s;i rnrcHomhit anil 
after wtiitr- (I'ln t.s witli a bad 
novelty lie wurks up a liiv(.’l,\ 
attack IM Vladmur YcjH'Ntiui is 
allot tier Uu,SSI .111 wJio is bound to 
make vi'iive.s very .sliorUy 

Wtiile Klieukiii V.s Black 
Ye-jiesluii. Minsk "!»() 

1 d4 Nf6 2 c4 e6 3 Nc3 Bb4 4 Rf c3 da b5! 
An idea burrowed from (lie 
Bluniutifelii and i.f coin se also llie 
Ijeniiif'rad Variation oftlie 
Nini/iO 

6b 4 bc4 7Bxc4 Nxd5! Ttu- ebeapu K 
(;d5"'’C4fi4 hiiiit.s white's ojitioiis 

Bxd5 ed5 9 QxdS Nc6 JO Nge2 Ba6 II Be3 


(U)612 0-0-0? More usual would be 12 
Kf2 This IS not an experiment 
that is likely to be ref;>eated. 

12-0-0-13 a3 (Bee Diaprramj Rab8!! 

A very good piece .sacrifice 
especially since it must have been 
found at the board 
14ab4Nxb415Bxc5. Whilehas 
.several depressing options For 
example 16 Qdb Na2 or 16 Qxc5 
Nd3 17 Rxd3 Cjxb2 18 Kdl Bxd3 
15 -Qh6! 16 Qd2 Nd317 Kbl Rxb218 Qxb2 
Nxb219 Rd6 Bd3! White is lost despite 
material compensation because 
hifc pieces lar k all oordinatirm 
20 Kxb2 Rb8 21 Kal 0(12 22 Ba3 Rb3 23 
Bel 0c2 24 Rxd3 Rb6: The shor te.sl 

route to vie! fa V 

25 Rd4 Ra6 26 Ra4 Rxa4 27 Nxa4 0xa4 
28 Kbl Qb5 29 Bb2 Qb3 30 Kcl Qxe2 31 Rdl 
Qxg2 32 Rxd7 h6 33 Rd2 0xf3 34 eo ao 0-1 

It .•^ jUst .skin arid bun*-s nov, 

Devangshu Dutta 
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BRIDGE 

Beniiofiaroxzo, a nicmbci of the 
I'ariK us Italian .Srpiadra A.ssiira 
that swcpi wia ld bridge Irraii llie 
imd f'lftic.s tot Ik- mid-.se vent le.s 
oiici iie;i in dm IK Hist rated his 
supei t)card-playing skill by 
winning the Pamp 1 -.r ("ontest 
o! L'.-ini.serl during the la.st w’orld 
chanipioiishiiis at Geneva leaving 
.seeond-placerl Hobert llariimaii of 
USA lar hehiiid However, his 
leputation is uoi caily fox' lies 
teehnical ( ■vi i lienee ui cai’d-play 
and Iheabihly todevi.se ne'w 
conventions o! uiidisfiuted merit 
but also loi' bi-iiig one of the most 
original devisers of fal.sc-cards 
Hej-e isa hand from the 
p]'e.sl igious Sundjy Timespaii's in 
.January - 


WEST 

• J 10 9 
■";g95 

'. K94 2 

♦ G72 




NORTH(dunimy) 

^8 7 5 2 
C?AK 108 74 
10 

♦ 94 

EAST 

♦ 64 
C7J3 
o A S 3 

♦ AKj 106 3 

SOUTH 

♦ AKG3 
62 

■ GJ8 76 

♦ 6 3 


Andy Robson, the British player 
w'ho ha.s made a name for himself 
at the comparatn-ely young age of 
27. bid spades and diamonds and 
finaiP. reached four .spade.s from 
the .Son'll scat after Garozz.o had 
opened a natural club as East A 
club was led and Garozzc found 
the only del'enco to giv^- any 
trouble to South—he v\on tv.’o 
roundsfTelub.s. ca.shed the 
diamond ace and playerl back a 
third eluD giving declarer an 
u.sele.s.s ruff-and sluff This killed 
the heart suit whichevoi hand 
declarer ruff.s in J-iobson chose to 
ruft 111 hand anri led tlie diamond 
(jueeii. k'tting it run when West 
follo'wed low Now came a 
diamond ruff and deelariT seemed 
to be on the wuiiimg line ftn t',ast 
woidd not be able to i.wei'-ruff the 
fourtl'i diamond However. 

Garozzti devious as ever found a 
way t!I di Vert h is cippunent Aft ei 
) ulling the Ihii'd round ol 
diamonds Robsfin ca.shod the 
heart aee and Garozzo dropped 
the jack" Now Robson could see 
that he diet not need to risk an 
overruff in diamonds as long as he 
could guess w'helher East had 
started with the singleton jack of 
hearts or the doubleton 
queon-jaek after all. he surely 
could not have started w'ith Jx' So 
he drew trumps, could read East 
for at least two heart s and 
accordingly tried to drop the heart 
queen, down one! 

In the same contraet, Peter 
Cl uuch. another young Bnt, 
found an excellent line after the 
same start He ruffed the third 
cTub in diiniiiiy. came to hand in 
trumps, passed the diamond 
queen, ruffed a diamond and I’an 
the trumps to catch West in a 
red-suit squeeze 
Santanu Ghose 
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aecoi9i»aHivted his 
ioiyngBrlf^ 
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J |EAIYiy0iK|Ei^lfe«70 dawjbotbeooastUziB and mate 

,ffHiro}db0diz«l'^^^ tbii&rwayakiwly.Sottiey weat 

l3ieoa«rfl«r.l»^Jiuuiedi& do^rntteltaato 

Oedouttaon.afiriglitaaaagr . Qiaeoe, then the ooaat of 

aunmierioorDiiiff. Yoiiwoiild Tuik^.a&toQiaSiiaKCanal. 

t^iitk that this was juatanothv From EsQrpt.the! 3 r sailed tp ' 

(mrioustoUilstvisitmgtbeiChtyaf. Y9man,v^ttiamVbea^caixto , 

Jpy:Eisi^,|elrjm.dPeS^^^ Oman, andthan toi lCSrttrihl 

had omsiiapiv~&hMe^^ niS^bar fioj^’toSlwdx^. From Bombay, 

tfa^ottiuitothdcutta. 

M bfwplffllP i y’Wl S rti a i|^,X|> ijj iA>y {ft llte weather was Sne csunost 
yearsdlBi), 4D the way fM'i; . .d^ and they did notaxperittooe 
ICBTseiUfluFcaiuw.Di^^ - ^ 

• 1iMmin^aiMe<)ffinod4dtlm 
llaffolWtrjsittyihCirtetitta .. 




Vff . I .' •' ' 











encountered waves ^ aboot. 
)X>'25ft hlg^h. That was theonly 
prant in tto whole trip that thsjgi^,^ 
felt in a<M»e sort jcrf danger. , . 
;Chhcacw#a it vaavb set xim^ 


f Ir • - *'Al* •' »_f ■ -i ■ i * *1 Jlrii* ■■>♦ ■ 1'* * • -3 


,.;d»B»i^^rb4Wt>-a ifcdtike^Bf 
aafKwj^Qiiiy 

^^BDdd (Isytttoy would hhbnl isp 
hjStdlQsilm^ two in the 

for a 


then 

aahoretogetlpi^ '' '‘ 

riT in>riYty yB^mjri>: 
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IQit^lSKtdilsattttng beside 
lUmi* 40 years younger ttuui 
husband and when adced wtiieitll^ 
tbat inade*differeiW»,;.atei'i^^ 
qu^)fXKh'^'&o|t,'ii^'iEttiiMii '- 
thatlantmocMiMnldBr than 
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Tb check hair loss and dandruff', 
don’t use anything else 
except KeO'Karpin Hair Vltaiizer. 

I use it. It really works!” 

'v"'. 

-'g 



' K'i’' 


l).se Keo-Karpin Hair Vitalizcr regularly each momii^ an hour 
beforebaih And before gt)ing to bed Massage it well into the scalp 
with fingertips Your hair will stay healthy and beautiful. 

Kef>-Karpln Hair ^^taUzer contains: 

s Keratin. The essential constituent of hair 
s Biotin; Prevents excessive hair loss 
s Panthenol; Revitalizes damaged hair 
s Nicotinic Arid: Enhances absorptirrn of the drug 

• Resorcinol .Checksdandruff 

• Hialkyl; Prevents scalp infection 

ITic proven scientific way 
to prevent hair loss and dandruff. 


Dry's Medical 
Carr you can trust 
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FOUL 


loanu2ain.t«t€h)a 
towardi theiead of v 
Jaaaary ^ 


IMayPiwar 


G ive the dog 

abadname 
and hang 
it, seems to 
be the 
polipy 

adopted lately by the 
Badminton Assodation 
of India (BAI) to weed 
out tmwanted elements 
from the national 
badminton scene. In 
international Uday 
Pawar*8 case age is the 
stick with which the BAI 
has shoved the 
32—year—old stocky 
Maharashtrian out of 
the Indian squad for the 
World Championships at 
Copenhagen from April 
30. 

Pawar has no longer 
any illusions about his 
prowess in the singles 
but his record in the 
doubles, in tandem with 
Kerala’s Vinod Kumar, 
is enough to gain him a 
place in the Indian 
squad or so he fbels. 

And that is the reason 
he has sought legal 
redress at the time of 
going to press and the 
BAI has one more court 
case to fight. 


PLAY 


What emerges loud 


and clear is that the 


Badminton Association 


of India can no longer take 


the players for granted 




IbfitiniuBieht 

Pawaii^VinddKutokr' 
oombinedidhotletloose' 
its g!^<m tide dmdilee ... 

title in any of th^ ' ..-r 

tournamants with the ’ v£ 
result that 1hedUo*8 
record standaat seven 
triumiihBandane 
runner-up spot in 
eil^taU—Inc^ i 

tournaments this 
season. Quite 
impressive, don’t you 
think? 

The national selectors, 
however, thoiight 
otherwise and Pawar 
finds himself out in tiie 
cold along with last 
y^’s natkmal 
champion Vimal 
Kumar, who is in his 


Ccmsider, Uday 
Pawar’s track record 
recently in the doubles. 

He and ex—national 
champion Vimal 
Kumar’s younger 
brother Vinod Kumar 
bagged the national 
men’s doubles title in 
Hyderabad last January. 
In the Syed Modi Mi^or 
tournament at 
Gorakhpur in November 
1990, the pair had won 
the doubles crown. 

Origumlly, the BAI 
had fhffid these two 
tournaments as the 
selection trials for 
picking the World 
Championships team 
but later added three 
more tounuunents to the 
list—the Bangarappa 
Gold Cup at Bangalore 
held just after the 
Nationals, The 
All—India Invitatitm 

Oiac^ national 
champibn Vimal 
Kumar (Laft) with 
SaniaySharma 

















latetwantlee. 

t^e titld—triumphs in 
the doubles have placed 
l^warsnd Vinod 
Kumar Oh top of the 
national heap followed 
by the plus—30 pairing 
of Viltram Singh and 
Partho Ganguly. 
Bhushan Aleut and 
RajeevBaggaof 
Mii>i«.rimh t.ra. and 
another near^veteran 
oombine of Leroy D’Sa 
and Sanjay Bhanna in 
that order. 

"We have a hundred 
per cent record in the 
double. We have beaten 
the number two, three 
and four paira as per the 
BATs own points system 
thrice, four times and 
thiioe. respectively, in 
the five selection 
tournaments termed by 
the 6A1 as selection 
trials. What more 
should I do to make the 


team?" fumed the stocky 
Pawar. 

Ironically Pawar’s 
partner, Vinod Kumar, 
has found a place in the 
team alongwith Bagga. 
The conclusion drawn 
by Pawar and several 
oth^ is that these two 
would be pai^ in the 
team championship 
which is played over 
bestof-five-matches-o- 
ne men’s singles one 
men’s doubles, one 
women’s singles, one 
women’s doubles and 
finally a mixed doubles 
tie. 

Pawar’s query, “How 
can we field an untried 
scratch combination for 
such an important 
event?” seems a valid 
one. However, logic and 
the BAI have been seen 
at vaiianoe more often 
than not4n recent times. 

Till last year the 



«i 


Lastyear 
even before I 
had landed at 
Auckland as 
skipper of 
the Indian 
team, that is 
even before I 
had proved or 
disproved 
myself, I had 
bean dropped 
from the 
squad for the 
Thomas Cup. 
Dropping top 
playersnas 
been a 
regular 
feature with 
the 

BAr'-Sharma 


question of age did not 
hold we^r with the BAI. 
Otherwise bow can 
anyone explain the 
inclusion of Partho 
Ganguly, 38 then, in 
last year’s Asian 
Championship, and 
35—year—old Saxyay 
Sharmainthe 
Commonwealth Games 
and the Asian Games. 

"If th^ two can play 
why shouldn’t I?” asked 
Pawar. 

BAI treasurer, Ahmed 
Hussein, has come out 
with a statement that 
age factor went against 
Pawar. How and when 
did the BAI decide not to 
include pLayers above 
thirty is a mystery. 

However, ohqppii^ 
and changing of 
top—ranked players is 
nmiiing new tor the BAI 
officialdom. Sanjay 
Sharma himself is a 


prime mcample (tf like 
whims and fsneiaa of 
this august badminton 
body in India. 

Sharma said; “Fazil 
Ahmed (BAI president) 
takes the cake in 
dramatics. Last year 
even before 1 had landed 
at Auckland as skipper 
of the Indian team, that 
is even before I had 
proved or disproved 
myself, I had been 
dropped fbom the squad 
for t^ Thomas Cup. 
Dropping top players 
has been a regular 
fixture with the BAI. 
Vikram Singh, Sanat 
Mishra, Leroy D’sa and 
Huirish Nariman lare 
other examples.” 

Hufrish Nariman’s 
case is a striking one. 
She was not even called 
for the trials prior to the 
’86 Seoul Asian Gamas 
despite being ranked 
number thrm in India at. 
that point of time. 

She went on to appeal 
to the Bombay High 
Court and got a verdict 
in her favour to force the 
BAI to include her in the 
trials for the Seoul 
Asiad. She later made it 
to the Indian team too. 
That she. Ami Ghia and 
other Indian women 
were no match for the 
Koreans and Chinese in 
Seoul is neither here nor 
there. 

This time Pawar, a 
normally reticent 
character who tries to 
avoid oonfirontation with 
the officialdom, has 
gone to court over his 
omission from the 
national team. Whether 
he succeeds in his 
^orts to make the 
squad or not, the point 
which emerges loud and 
clear is the BAI officials 
c»n no longer take the 
players tor granted. 

BYSmilAM 

MAHARAJA FEATURES 








PERSONALITY 




“To be Bucoesaful at 
wre^ht-contror. aayB 
Jane Fonda, you need 
to raise your metaboUam 
so you burn off fat and 
retain muscle. To do this 
safely, you have to 
exercise sensibly and eat 
sensibly. Sol 
recommend learning’s 
new way of eating that’s 
based on an 
understanding of why 
certain foods are better 
for you than others.” 


F rom acting, to 
health and 
fitness, to the 
world of 

politics—no other 
■contemporary American 
actress has been as 
honoured or successful 
as Jane Fonda. 

With two Oscars, five 
additional nominations, 
an Emmy and niunerous 
other awards to her 
credit, her work has 
been recognised by 
every major film society. 

She has also built her 
Jane Fonda Workout 
business into a 


household word, 
turning her thirty year 
interest in health and 
fitness into a 
remarkably successful 
and respected 
enterprise, and in the 
process altered the way 
women approach 
fitness. In November. 
1985, a Roper Poll for 
Ladies Home Journal 
listed her as the fourth 
most admired woman in 
America. 

In her 30-year career, 
Ms. Fonda has starred in 
over forty films, 
including “They Shoot 
Horses. Don’t They?”, 
“Julia” and “Klute”, for 
which she won her first 
Academy Award. 

For long a citizen 
activist, she was a 
participant in the. 
movement to end the 
war in Vietnam, and she 
has spoken widely on 
behalf of the 
environment and the 
role of women in somety. 
A particular concern of 
hers has been hiunan 
rights abuses 
throughout the world, 
particularly the cause of 
Jewish refuseniks in the 
Soviet Union and the 


FONDA'S FITNESS 
TIPS 

1) “How much you 
weigh isn’t the best 
measure of your 
progress." Focus on 
improved 
measurements, 
posture and energy. 

2) “Don’t look for a 
quick fix.” One to two 
pounds of fat loss per 
week is an achievable, 
reasonable and 
healthy goal. 

3) “Allow your tastes 
to adapt to healthy 
eating.” Prepare 
appealing dishes, 
using spices and 
herbs in place of fats 
and sugars. 

4) “Changing habits 
doesn’t mean giving 
up variety.” Treat 
yourself to a new 
lowfat cookbook. 

You’d be surprised at 
the delicious recipes 
you can find. 

5) “Snack frequently 
on healthy foods 
because this may give 
you the energy and 
psychological boost 
you need." 

6) “Don’t expect 
perfection.” An 
occasional lapse—say, 
overdoing it at a 
birthday 
celebration—is 
perfectly okay. 

Peeling guilty about 
it is actually 
counter-productive. 







JANE FONDA’S 
LEAN ROUTINE 


THE FIVE-STEP PUN 


1. Take stock of youarself. “If you have excess 
body fat, not only do you look heavier but you 
have an increased risk of heart disease, high 
blood pressure and adult-onset diabetes,” says 
Daniel Kosich, Ph.D., program director of the 
Jane Fonda Workout and a specialist in 
physiology, exercise and nutrition. 

2. Eat more complex carbohydrates. 

Roughly 60 to 65 per cent of diet should be 
comprised cereals, whole- grains and bread, 
pasta, peas, beans, fruits and vegetables. 

3. Cut down on fats. Fat should comprise no 
more than about 25 per cent of your daily 
calories, says Dr. Kosich. “If you’re eating 
more than that—the average American gets 
about forty per cent of daily calories from 
fat—you're likely to gain weight and you’re 
also jeopardising your health. ” 

“Read ingredient labels carefully. Be aware 
that salt may be called sodium or soda: fat may 
be listed as lard, tallow, oil, butter or 
margarine.” 

“Eating fatty foods, particularly those high 
in saturated fats and cholesterol, such as red 
meats, whole-milk cheese and products 
containing palm or coconut oils, can increase 
your blood-cholesterol levels, which can 
contribute to the formation of plaque in your 
coronary arteries,” explains Dr Kosich. 

4. Go easy on protein. Limit consumption to 
about 15 per cent of your daily diet. 

“Americans eat more protein than is 
necessary, and rely too heavily on protein 
sources that contain saturated fat and 
cholesterol,” says Dr Kosich. It is better to 
choose low-protein foods, such as fish and 
skinless poultry. Plant foods axe good sources 
of protein. However, unlike animal foods, 
plant foods do not individually supply allpf 
the essential aminocids that make up proteins. 
“However, when properly combined, they can 
form complete proteins,” explain Dr Kosich. 

5. Eat at least 1,000 calories a day. “Starving 
yourself on a diet of fewer calories than this 
not only can damage your health, it doesn’t 
help you lose weight,” says Dr Kosich. 

“Because these diets deplete your carbohydrate 
reserves, you use the protein in your 
muscles for energy,” says the expert. ‘"These 
diets can also deprive you of vital nutrients, 
which can cause vitamin and mineral 
deficiencies and illness,” stresses Dr Kosich. 
‘They can lead to eating disorders such as 
bulimia, which is a binge-and-vomit cycle, 
and anorexia, a starvation disorder that can be 
disastrous to your health. ” 
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E SOLUTION 



£SOLUTION. 


iurke> with dressing, mashed 
■sand gra\\. puiiipkin pic and eggnog. 
ncNcr been a better time tor Jane Fonda's 
n. And aii the other exciting videos in 
nes^ iibrary. 

ise Fonda's Siarf Up is an introductory 
m that helps beginners look and t'cel great.| 
mg through a scries of exercises that pre¬ 
hem tor more advanced programs. Warm- 
slretching. improv ing flexibility toning 
aping. All in an invigorating 25 minutes, 
t $19.95, Jane Fonda's Starf Up makes 
ierful Christmas gift. And with $7.00 in 
coupons packed inside every box, it makesi 
ense than ever to make the Jane Fonda 
uts a part of your own fitness plan. 

up a copy of Swrt Up today Because 
lows if you’ ve nice. 
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anti-apartheid j 

movement in South | 

Africa. She even 
travelled to Poland in 
February, 1987, to meet 
with Lech Walesa and 
express support for the 
then-ouUawed 
Solidarity movement. 

Now busy as the 
director of the Laurel 
Sprii^ Children’s 
Camp, a summer 
program for children 
hrom a variety of 
backgrovmds whicdi 
uses the performing arts 
to build self-esteem and 
cooperation located on 
her ranch in the Santa 
Ynez Movmtains above 
SantaBaihara. her. 

"JaneFonda's Workout" 
booic was at the top of 
the bestseller lists for 
over two years, breaking 
publishing records, and 
continueB to seU well 
both in hardcowsr and 
paperback editions. 

A seoondhcxsk. Vane 
Fonda's Workout for 
Pregauu^, Birth and 
Beanmry, by Femmy 
Delyser.isalsoa 
beats^ler, as are 
“Woxnm Canung' ot 





Age", a oomprdusnsive 
layperson’s guide to 
aging and mid-lilb 
well-being and "Jaas 
Fonda’s New Workout 
and Weight-Loss 
Program". 

Her video exercise 
programsare 
phenomenal sellers 
which hpve outpaced idl 
other progrrams on the 
market. Her original 
"Jane Fonda’s Workout” 
tape was at the top of the 
charts for newly four 
years, and is the 
top-grossing home video 
erf’s!! time, having sold . 
over a million copies. 

Among her other 
eleven videos are the 
bestnrfling Tregmuu^, 
birth ami Beoov&y 
Workout”, the "Workout 
CSudlmge"fcxc advanced 
exendse enthusiasts, 
and "t!aas^ Ckdng". a 
program for mid-life 
women. "JaneFoada’a 
New Workout", “Jane 
Ftonda’s Low Impact 
Aerobk! Workout," “The 
Complete Workout"and 
"Jane Fonda’s Light 
Aerobkm and Stress 
R^uotiem Prtgfram."% 










FLO SHOW 

Going all the way 



Flo Jo with bubble Al Joyner. You can’t Xak» 
ateroMB for the marathon 

F lo JO is coming back! So what's new, you 
might say. They ail do. Yeah, but we’ve got to 
share this with you. She’s seriously Coming 
oack to take part in the marathon! 

The glamorous Mrs. Joyner says that she expects 
to take part and win the marathon in the 1996 
Olympic Qames in Attanta. So much fbr retiramerti. 
What is stunning is that she’s never run a marathon 
distance before. In fact, the closest she’s come to 
njnning Vno distance is on an irxfoor treadmill 
machine now and again, ^’s managed upto 8 
miles (12.9km) on this cot^aption. 

^ why this sudden urge? "Why not try to be the 
best?” said Al Joyner, her husband and coach. 
"Florence has never done anything ^ was not 
prepared to do .” But the sprinting siren knows one 
thing: k will take that mmh longer for her 
31-^year-old sprinter’s body to adapt to the marathon. 

Bufa body like Mt sur^ might c^act. After ail, 
(Stance runners don't tttre steroids. 


PRIVATE 

EYE 


WE LOOK \ 
WHERE 
WE'RE NOT 
SUPPOSED TO! 


OFF THE TRACK 

The bells are ringing 


P .T. USHA'S really 
signing off in 
style. She's 
running her last lap 
and it’s ending straight 
at the altar. And just in 
case yon think that 
we're oeerdoing it a hit, 
take a peek at the 
wedding invitations her 
parents have sent right 
out of Kerala. 

The outline of the 
card signifies a 
running track and 
Usha’s all set to start 
mnning on it. Halfway 
through, however, there 
is a chariot waiting for 
her(—leith a certain 
Mr. Sreenivasan in it) 
and the path of the track 
diverges slightly. That’s 
the path Usha has 
decided to take and all 


tlw best to her. 

Sjieaking of the 
invites, a nnntberof 
people have been 
invited: we've actnaliy 
got three.' Hut there 
might be a notable 
absentee on the day of 
the nuptials: none other 
than coach Nambiar. 

In fact, he didn’t even 
go for the engagement 
though he was a few 
houses aumy attending 
a wedding. 

What gives f Is the 
man still possessive 
about his discovery. It 
would be highly stupid 
if he is. Hccause some 
time between U.Ma.m. 
and l,i noon on April 
J5th, Sreenivasan's 
gonna walk off with the 
bride. 


Usha’s wedding card. Did Nambiar get one too? 





























LOSING SPIRIT 

Get Spiritual 



L OSS of form? Turn to god. Sportsmen and 
religious superstition is old hack. Like for 
instance, G.R. Vishwanath who offered three 
silver cricket bats to Lord Venkateshwara if he 
regained form. Venkateshwara obliged and 
Vishwanath had to cough up the silver bats. 
Gavaskar and Azharuddin offered prayers there 
too. 

And so did Akhtar and Zeeshan Ali, just after 
the recently concluded Davis Cup tie in Jaipur. 
Both father and son went to Ajmer to offer prayers 
at the shrine of Khw^ja Moinuddin Chisti. Akhtar 
Ali prayed for his son's fitness and spi.'edy recovery 
of form. Shaken after his singles loss against 
Indonesia at Jaipur, Zeeshan too found solace in 
prayer. Akhtar has promised to come back and 
offer chadar at the saint’s muiar if his son dues weil. 

Looks like the prayers arc working slowly if 
Zceshan’s runner-up spot at the just concluded 
Standard Chartered Indian Open is any indication. 


Zeeshan with father Akhtar Ali at the dargah in 
Ajmer Sharif 


THE RAJ DAYS 

Kapil stays 


O H, and we’ve just found out why Kapil Dev 
waved his bat around like a mad man after 
helping India avoid the followbon at Lord’s, 
last summer. Kapil went berserk smashing 
spinner Bddible Hemmings for four 
successive sixers. 

After ^ follouMm was wiped out, lA truely 
s^tsatitmai manner K^il stalked up and down 
pitch and waved his bat towards the press 
box likea proud gladiator. But why the Press 
boxand who was the waving his bat so 
disdainfully at? 

KapU crj^cidly replied, ”The<gesture was 
fw Sini^ Dtmgmpur who waf shated just 
adjacent tolhePreN Box.” 

Any spedal reason for this "Bi^ause he had 
file ^ to cmament b^ore the tphr had even 
staimthat Kapil Dev was fniished. that 
gesture waa just to let him know that I ums stiB 
amnd.*^ 

And don’t we know fiiat. 



KapN; aetiona apeak louder than words 
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V KED the Ramesh 
I Krishnan inter- 
llview, did you? Op 
*“ are you one erf them 
guys who flips straight 
to this page and then 
(rfiecks out the rest of the 
issue? Well, doesn’t mat¬ 
ter really. Coe. you’re 
going to read that inter¬ 


view sometime. I did. 
And was immediately re¬ 
minded of the only time 
I’ve met the gentleman. 

The All England Club. 
1989. ’The men’s singles 
final. Boris Becker ver¬ 
sus Stefan Edberg. 
Krishnan, having lost in 
an earlier round, was 
sitting at Centre Court. 
Me. poor thing, being on 
a mere Rovers Pass, was 
sulking in the Press 
Area’s Monitor Room 
while the creson of the 
aocreditated journalists 
spilled out of the meagre 
Press Box in Centre 
Court. 

Finally, unable to 
stand it any longer, 1 
broke the stiff, upper¬ 
lipped tradition of re¬ 
questing a special Cen¬ 
tre Court pass and 
charged up the steps. 
Becker was pe'dalling 
his imaginary bike 
furiously after blasting 
yet another winner. And 
the uniformed gent at 
the gate was as dis¬ 
tracted as the rest of the 
crowd. I slipped past, 
only to be stopped by a 
solid mass of humanity 
that thronged the stair¬ 
well. Every person de¬ 
tailed to pxiBts of secur¬ 
ity had deserted and 
was now totally engros¬ 
sed in the battle on 
court. A scuffed sneaker 
toe in a miniscule cleft in 
the wall. A bruising 
grab of a pillar. And I 
was in business. Even 
a not-too-gentle jostle 
from Daley Thompson 
(yup, the ace decathlete 
himself) wasn't enough 
to dislodge me. Tom be¬ 



tween the urge to chase 
Thompson and set up an 
interview and the desire 
to watch Becker hold up 
the trophy, 1 opted to 
stay. And then, sudden¬ 
ly, came a brainwave of 
capturing the moment 
forever on celluloid. Yet 
more elbow-scraping 
contortion later, I had 
my camera in my hand. 
But every attempt to 
aim-and-shoot almost 
had me falling off. 

Desperation set in. 
Here was Becker walk¬ 
ing up to the Duchess of 
Kent and I couldn’t point 
the camera in the right 
direction! It was at this 
stage that 1 noticed 
Krishnan standing—by 
now everyone was—un- 
obtrusively in the 
stands. A hurried, fur¬ 


tive call in his direction 
had him looking in my 
direction, eyebrows 
reaching for the sky. 1 
proferred the camera. 
He took it. And pointed 
it at me! Seeing my 
agitation through the 
viewer, he looked up. ‘Of 
Becker, of Becker,’ I yel¬ 
led. A disgusted look at 
my Hotshot and Krish¬ 
nan proceeded to click a 
couple of shots of Beck¬ 
er. Sheer ecstacy. Photo¬ 
graphs of possibly the 
greatest moment in 
world tennis clicked by 
India’s leading play¬ 
er...on my camera. 

Just one problem 
though. The damn 
camera wasn’t up to the 
situation. The much- 
awaited prints turned 
out blurry. The distance 


between lens and object | 
so large that only Kriah- | 
nan a^ me would vouch I 
for that wavy figure ^ 
being the Wimbledon I 
champion. I 

All plans of mailing | 
one copy—complete vn& I 
thank you note—to ^ 
Krishnan fell flat. So did ’ 
the hype Fd generatea . 
about the photograph 
8...priortothetriptothv ' 
studio. ^ 

Haven’t met Krishnan 
since. Hence haven't had 
the chance to express 
my gratitude for lend- 
ing me a pair of hands 
that English summer. | 
We were just two hidi- ^ 
ans in a faraway land. 
Him, a leading star in ft 
his turf. Me, a lowly S' 
sports journalist who | 
didn’t even merit a seat | 
in Centre Court for th 
final. Yet neither of Vc 
hesitated; me, to ask and 
him, to respond. Can 
you, then, blame me for 
still finding space in my 
album for those blurry 
prints? 

PradaapPaul 


A. 




Ramesh Krishnan (inset) makes 
better pictures than he takes 
or was it just my camera 
















ONE OF TOE MOST 
PROGRESSIVE GROWTH 
COMPANIES IN INDIA 
BELIEVES THAT ALL ITS 
ACTIVITIES SHOUID 
SUBSERVE TOE BASIC 



NEEDS OF OUR PEOPLE 


"At Century, we are the first to 
irlmit that our manufacturing units are 
Jot in what most people call glamour 
r high profile industries. On the 
:ontrary, we are in the basic industries: 

’ kind that are at the heart of national 
onomic growth. 

Our commitment to tfie 
Entry’s economic priorities has 
nade us the largest manufacturer- 
hporter in India. This year alone, we 

t ill earn about Rs, 140 cfores in hard 
irrency. And we are progressively 
m-^nding our cement production to 
- j'Widge the widening 
..."^iand-supply gap. 

.; i We believe that we should strike 
fnonious note between our 
V 4 holders’ and workers’ interests and 
" nterest of the nation. Our workers 
•appyand proud to belong to us. 



Often Uiree generations of 
family have been working with ptife S 
company. Our shareholders too have a ! 
reason to be happy, all, thevali® 

of Century’s shares over tl»L last, 
40 years has appreciated over .340; i 
times, considering issue of boiuis aivd;;| 
right shares. And in the ta^ de<^ 
alone, Centuiy has contributed ovec^^ 
Rs. 660 crores to the national excheqi^i 
And now, to create vifel^ " 
needed productive assets for wl; 
country, we propose to move into Ae 
critical areas of power and 
petrochemicals." 

Chainnto 

CENnjRV 

NATIONAL PERSPECTIVE. GLOBAL VISION.-. 






WHY YOU 
SHOULD GIVE 
AMY OTHER 


SPORTS SHOE 
THE BOOT. 

German U'chnology- Cicrman 
deslKii. The German ubsesaiuri 
for detail. They’re all In Puma 
shoea. Which is quite natural. 
Because every Puma shoe 
HhowM the result of e 600 
million worth of cold, hard 
cash Puma, Germany have 
invested in research over the 
years. And that includes the 
ranffe of 15 shoes tliat Puma 
Carona have Introduced In 
India. Sports shoos worn 
by International champions. 
LiOthar Mattoaus. Linford 
Christie. Prakash I’adukone. 
SanJayManJrckar. Mohammed 
Aziharuddln. Vljay Amrltraj, 
to name Just a few. So make 
your next pair a Puma. Anti 
kick your heels in dellf^ht. 



CARONA. 


THE HIQH-PERFORMAIMCE 
SPORTS SHOE. 

• Ne9ist«red Trade Madr o( Puma AG. West Germany 

* Ragistared Trade Mark ot Carona Ud. India 
Manutadured in tacnmcal coHaborabon wnti Puma AG Rudolf 
Dassler Sport. West Germany 




Invatler-HI. AdvanocMl basketball shoes. 



Control. Designed for hard courts. 



Super Cup. Professional tennis shoes. 


i 


^Enlerprue/t . 









